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INTRODUCTORY REFLECTIONS 

ON THE 

IXPE AND GENIUS OP THE MOST ILLUSTRIOUS OF MODERN HEROES, 

Ittljnr, Mub of IBilliiigtoii. 


*-Samson hath quit Mmself 

Like Samson, and heroicly hath finished 
Ji life heroic,’* Mii,Ton, 

** Not only that thy puissant arm could bind 
The tyrant of a world, and, conquering fate, 
Enfranchise Europe, do I deem thee great i 
But that in all thy actions I do find 
Exact propriety no gust of mind— 

Fitful and wild, but that continuous state 
Of ordered impulse mariners await 
In some benignant and enriching wind,— 

The breath ordained of nature. Thy calm mien 
Kecals old Home, as much as thy high deed; 

Duty thine only idol, and serene 

When all are troubled; in the utmost need 

Prescient; thy country’s servant ever seen, 

Yet sovereign of thyself whatever may speed, 

Rt, Hon. B, Disbaeli, 


The death of this illustrious warrior has arrested the attention and elicited the sympathy and 
regret of the whole of the British nation, England has lost its most distinguished son; the 
gi’eatest general of the age, the patriarchal statesman^ and the father of his country^ h no 
more. The great Duke who has mingled in the struggles of three generations of heroes and 
politicians, expired at 'Walmer Castle, at a quarter past three in the afternoon of Tuesday 
the 14th of September, His death, though long expected, came suddenly at last, and has 
thrown a grateful and admiring nation into a state of painful excitement and universal 
mourning. 

His career is now matter of history ; the time has arrived when his life can be dispas¬ 
sionately and truthfiiUy written; the biographer need no longer fear being accused of 
interested adulation; and the truth with respect to the achievements of this illustrious 
man, startling and romantic as it may often seem, may be told without disguise, or the 
fear of being charged with exaggeration and "hero-worship," A full and minute 
biography is intended in this work; but we shall doubtless be pai'doned for here indulging 
in a brief reflective glance at the great events of his varied and brilliant life; in giving 
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■ such a hui*ried review as will satisfy the imiBediate curiosity of our readers^ and permit 
us to express those feelings vvliicli rise warmly and vividly in every reflecting and patriotic 
mind. The character of a great man may be viewed from many points, and many deep 
I and valuable lessons may be gained from it. Something there is in every life, which is 
I not absolutely in the province of the mere biographer, and not unfrequently altogether I 
escapes him : the sold and inner sense of it, its spiritual under current, its application to 
the affairs both trivial and exalted of readers of all ranks and positions, from the sove¬ 
reign to the artizan, the peer to the peasant ; and the lessons it teaches to the humblest | 
as well as the most brilliant, for the least gifted man finds some expression of his own 
feelings in the record of the thoughts and acts of the greatest. 

Let us then to our task, and endeavour to pluck from the grave of the mighty dead, 
lessons of wisdom wliich shall serve in some measure for our government in tlie future. 
Let us place a word-picture of the moral and mental aspect of the dazzling career of the 
great Duke before our readers, and dwell thoughtfully upon a life so distinguished, 
gleaning from it the precepts of truth and wisdom it shadows forth, wliich may serve as a 
beacon and life-guidance to the young, and a joy and intellectual refreshment to the old. 

Arthur Wesley was bom in the year 1769, which by a remarkable coincidence was 
the same in which his great rival Napoleon, whose star sunk into darkness beneath his 
I overpowering influence, first drew breath. Born to no title, Wellington rose by his own ^ 
genius to the enjoyment of the loftiest that could be bestowed upon a subject, a fact , 

I which the ambitious youtli may remember while engaged in the studies which are to fit j 
him for the battles of life, and which may help to sustain Inra during the storms of 
adversity, and the transient fro^vna of fate. As a boy the future hero displayed no 
remarkable precocity; he was an attentive student, but in other respects was considered 
. rather slow and dull, and he was placed in the army because he evinced so little of that 
j brilhancy of talent, and aptitude for literary studies, wliich distinguished most of tlie 
other members of his family. This fortunate accident led him to the field on which his 
I natural genius was so perfectly and grandly developed, but a less happy choice might have 
j deprived us of England's greatest military ornament. Parents should carefully study the 
minds and capabilities of their children, for the children of to-day are the men and women 
of to-moiTow, and apparent dulness is sometimes real depth. Clever minds bud early, 
but greatness is a plant of slower growth. 

It may be considered superstitious to say so, but there seems to have been something 
more than mere chance in this fortunate selection of a profession for the supposed dull 
boy; for upon that choice, unimportant as it then seemed, the future fate of empires and 
the liberty of Europe depended. If there is a special providence in the fall of a sparrow, 
doubtless the same benevolent and divine interference occurs in the Salvation of a 
continent. 

On the death of his father, Arthur Wesley was sent to Eton, and afterwards to the 
military school of Angera, in France, where he remained six years, and, in 1787, when he 
had reached his eighteenth year, received his first commission as an ensign in the 73jd 
regiment of foot. Family connexion did something for him up to a certain point, and 
within a period of four years, he became first a lieutenant and then a captain. Beyond 
that he owed his distinction entirely to liis own efforts and his own genius. Within a 
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few years afterwards we find him distingaishing himself in India. Tlioogh very natural^ 
it is still somewhat remarkable, that one of Captaiu Wellesley's (for in 1797 he altered 
his name of Wesley into that of Wellesley) earliest attempts in India was a failure, and 
the yet unrecognised hero was eoiisiderably agitated by it. The circumstance is worth 
remembering, because it shows that tmdisciplined genius is comparatively valueless; that 
the rarest genius, to become power, must be subjected to the rules of ait and assisted by 
the resources of experience; that failure is the best of preceptors, and, if msely con¬ 
sidered, the true pathway to success. Scarcely more than two years after his landing at 
Calcutta, Colonel Wellesley was the conqueror of Seringapatam, and had risen to almost I 
viceregal command. Failure had indeed taught him a lesson which he was quick to 
learn and speedy to apply. 

The great, and indeed the most prominent truth, presented by the career of the 
illustrious Duke, is the triumph of integrity and patriotism over the probable suggestions 
of ambition j he had the seductive example of Napoleon before him, and he well knew 
that military genius could be turned to the promotion of personal renown at the expense 
of his country. Both ancient and modem history reveals such instances again and , 
again ^ and the hero who has saved the liberties of his country, lias too often lived to 
trample upon them. The steps that lead the conqueror to tyranny are too frequently 
but few and brief. In that direction our gi’eat English soldier never gazed—^military glory 
and popular enthusiasm, the gaudy floating of victorious banners, the clang of trumpets, 
the welcoming roar of cannon, the peak of bells from hundreds of steeples, and the 
shouts of living masses of his fellow-creatures, never won him for one moment to a guilty 
ambition. His integrity was inflexible and adamantine—even the daring sin of great and 
otherwise noble spirits had no temptations for him. 

Men of all ranks may reflect profitably upon tins interesting fact; the most prominent 
characteristic of the greatest Englisliman of the nineteenth ceutury was his integrity. 
Let u1 not be accused of vanity in saying that we trust and believe that it is peculiarly 
au English virtue; sure we are, that genius can never long be respected, or even 
successful, without it. Let the unacknowledged man of talent, struggling in want and 
almost in despair, remember this, and that it assisted to lead the Duke to the pi'oud anil 
noble position he held in the estimation of his countrymen j for, notwithstanding the 
great varieties of political opinion which prevail throughout the land, and the political 
bitterness once popularly entertained towards him, all parties have now joined in one 
sincere, deep, and solemn expression of sorrow at his death. 

The following anecdote affords a small but yet valuable illustration of this pervading 
principle of his actions. In the early summer of life, he was not altogether insensible to 
the expensive amusements by which he was, of necessity, suxTounded: expensive society 
leads to luxurious habits; and the young captain, when attached as aid-de-camp to the j 
staff of the earl of Westmoreland, then lord-lieutenant of Ireland, became involved in ' 
extensive and very serious debts. Military society is notoriously gay ; imd it is almost 
equally notorious w^hat is the fate of credulous tradesmen who are connected with it. 
The regiment is removed^ the debts are too frequently evaded or forgotten; and 
bankruptcy or utter ruin stares the trusting traders in the face. So urgent were , 
j Captain Wellesley's wants, that he accepted an accommodating loan from his bootmaker ; 
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but when he left Dublin, he did not forget his debts, or apply to the whitewashing 
power of the lawj but, straitened as he was in pecuniary matters, he yet confided a 
large portion of his income to another tradesman to settle his debts. There was some- i 
thing of heroism even in this small matter; for history reveals to us many distinguished 
soldiers who could conquer nations, hut failed to subdue some personal appetite or caprice. 
True greatness unites integrity with self-denial. Such a mental conformation was, nearly ' 

two thousand years ago, observed in Caesar, and was, in our age, equally traceable in 
Wellington. 

It is somewhat remarkable, that this extraordinary soldier, who bore so well the 
vicissitudes of various and trying climates, the roughest fatigues of rapid marches, and 
the sternest toils of war, and who, in advanced life, attained the surname of the “ Iron 
Duke,’’ as much from his hardy constitution as from his inflexible adherence to duty, 
possessed but feeble health in youth, and was liable to attacks of disease which subdued 
his body, but never conquered his mind. In these fits of illness, he was sustained by that I 
wonderful sense of self-reliance which ever animated liim, either in sickness, in battle, or 
I at the council-board. It is recorded of him, that some allusion being one day made to an 
approaching Lord Mayor’s dinner, he remarked, that the last public dinner attended by i 
Mr. Pitt was on a similar occasion, and that he was much struck by a remark in the j 
I speech made by that eloquent man. A gentleman, in proposing Pitt’s healtii, s^ioke of 
that statesman as "the saviour of bis country;” and, in his reply, the orator denied that ! 
any such credit belonged to liim, obserring, "The country saved itself by its owul 
exertions; and other countries would be equally fortunate, if they would follow its 
example.” Tliis remark the Duke mucli admired: he saw that Pitt, like himself, recog¬ 
nised the magic power of self-reliance and resolute industry. ! 

Previously to the time of Wellington—even, at the commencement of his active | 
sei'vice—^England had lost much of its militaiy renown; and it began to he said, both at 
I home and abroad, that the sea was our element, but that on land our good genflis had 
I left us. The art of war, it was supposed, we had in some respects lost, or that the ' 
strength and courage of oui- soldiers had degenerated. But when the hour came for 
great efforts, and the opportunity for brilliant successes, the man was found—that man 
was the subject of tins article~tbe General whose military genius regenerated the fame of j 
his nation, and inspired a new and unconquerable sijirit into her soldiers. 

After a brief service, in a subordinate position, on the plains of Belgium, where he bad 
no opportunity of distinguishing himself, except by the business-like coolness and intre¬ 
pidity he displayed in a disastrous and terrible retreat, he lauded, iu the February of 
1797, at Calcutta, and then was to commence Iris career of glory. On the shores of Lidia 
he first revealed Iris true worth : there he won a reputation which after times and events 
rendered still more glorious. In India occurred an instance of that generosity of nature 
which he ever e.xhihited when it did not interfere with his ideas of duty. However stem ' 
might be his duty, he would fulfil it: no sentimental weakness or ill-timed pity entered 
his bosom or ivithheld his arm; but while he made war dreadful by Iris fumness and 
decision, he redeemed some of its worst features by his mercy to the fallen. A powerful 
foe ever found in him a terrible adversary; hut he did not war with the helpless. Few 
will forget his generous adoption of the infant sou of the adventurer Dhoondiah, who fell 
vUi 
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in eudeavourmg to avenge the death of Tippoo Saib^ and to wrest from Wellesley his 
newly-acquired territory, I 

In the September of 1805, after an absence in India of nine years^ he again landed in 
England, \nih the title of Sii* Arthur Wellesley, and a great military reputation derived 
from the establishment of British ascendancy in India, and in the course of the next 
three years he made his appearance in parliament; the soldier became a statesman. He 
was not destined in that respect, at least at that period, to engross any large amount of 
public admiration; strictly speaking, he never was an orator; he had a hesitating man¬ 
ner, and sometimes an indistinct utterance ; but he possessed what a remarkable living 
writer called an ineloquent eloquence/^ The following extract, descriptive of his orato¬ 
rical talents, is from a highly popular and interesting work, F)'a7%cis"s Orators of the Age : 
—“ The Duke of Wellington an orator! He who never uttered two consecutive sentences 
without hesitation; who exhibits a hardy contempt for aU the graces of language and 
style, and in whom the faculty of imagination, if it ever existed in his mind, has been 
dormant for half a century ! Do you mean seriously to class him as an orator? 
This would be a very natural question if it were admitted that oratory is a merely 
extrinsic and superficial art, aiming at skill in the choice of words and the shaping of 
sentences, and trusting for its hold on the human mind rather to the vehicle in which 
the thought is conveyed than to the truth or force of the thought itself. But there are 
degrees and classes of oratory as there are of poetry. The chief object of oratory is to 
persuade or convince, to bring the mind of the hearer into agreement and co-operation 
with that of the speaker; and tliis is often effected with success in proportion to the sincerity 
and straightforwardness brought to hear on the task. Some of the most effective and 
influential speakers have been men who never received any regular training to the art of 
elocution; and among these a place may be claimed for the Duke of Wellington, 
Although it is now fifty-six years since the Duke of Wellington was returned as a 
representative to the Irish parliament, and although, after the Union, he contmued, with 
the exception of some intervals of time, to be a member of the united parliament as 
representative of an English borough in the House of Commons, until he was raised to the 
peerage; we should not forget that it is only within the last twenty or twenty-five years 
that he has taken so active a pai^t in parliamentary life, or occupied so commanding 
a position as a politician in the state. In the earlier part of his career, he made no 
great figure as a speaker, 'WTien in the Irish parliament, he gave no promise of that 
intellectual distinction wluch he afterwards achieved, but some of the most obvious 
characteristics of his public speaking w^e as observable then as they are now. There 
was the same abruptness of deliveiy, the same plain, straightforward, but unassuming 
expression of his views, that has since been the distinguishing feature of his speaking in 
the House of Lords. A contemporary observer speaks of his address as being unpolished, 
and says, that he showed no promise of hia subsequent unparalleled celebrity. During 
.the yeai^s that intervened between this period and his second entrance into political life^ 
years which witnessed his successes hi ludja, his steady progress of triumph in Spain, 
and the final glories of Waterloo—his mind >yas occupied wilh thoughts and pursuits far 
different from those which qualify a man to become an influential public speaker. And 
when, at length, the course of events forced him into a position of rcsponsibilitj^ which 
VOL. r. i ix 
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compelled him repeatedly to speak in parliament, he had nothing to rely on hut the ' 
strong natural resources of his mind, the noble candour and sincerity of his disposition, 
and the consideration wliieh he might hope would be extended to his deficiencies as a 
speaker, on account of his brilliant services as a soldier. As the character of his mind 
developed itself, it presented an aspect of strange originality to the civilians around him. 
They could not at first understand, though they soon learned to appreciate, that admi. i 
rable organization of mind, matured, if not produced, by the habits of military life’; an i 
organization so perfect as to retain all subjects of discussion, all principles of political 
science, all the facts with which his mind was stored, in that exact subordination which 
was their relative due; and so weU raaiutained as to enable him to call them up and use 
them for his purpose, with a readiness to which even the most practised minds arouod 
him were strangers, from their not having been subjected to the same discipline.” 

It was not long before he was again engaged on military service; after a fruitless 
expedition to Hanover, he proceeded to Denmark, and received the thanks of the House 
of Commons for his services. Spain was the next theatre on which this great actor was 
to appear. The Peninsular war would have undoubtedly terminated in the subjugation 
of Spain, and the humiliation of England, but for the extraordinary military genius, 
courage, and coolness of the supposed dull schoolboy,—the soldier whom Napoleon had at 
first pretended to despise, and contemptuously denominated "the Sepoy General;” but 
who defeated the Marshals of the great French chieftain with armies of fearful 
inferiority in point of numerical strength. Romantic as it may seem, resembling the 
extravagances of fiction rather than the sober revelations of fact, it is matter of unira- 
I peacbable history, that with a force seldom exceeding 60,000 troops, he maintained, first 
a defensive, and then an aggressive war, against an array of French veterans containing 
I from 200,000 to 300,000 men, the flower of the military strength of France; and that 
he conducted this unequal war by a succession of brilliant victories to a glorious close. 

I The reputation of the British arms was vindicated—no detractive spirit could any longer 
I urge that the valour of EngKsh soldiers w^as exceeded by that of any other troops in the 
I whole world. 

In tracing this portion of the career of our illustrious warrior, we are astonished at Ms 
^ almost superhuman self-reliance, intrepidity, and iron determination. Temporary reverses ; 
j seemed only to nerve him to increased efforts; that wliich discouraged other men added 
to his calm resolution, and his eagle glance was never to be diverted from the desired end. 

^ His conceptions were grand, and often apparently impossible; timid minds were startled, 

^ and shrunk from a contemplation of them; they could only act upon precedent; but 
genius requires no example, its convictions alone are its law, it does not understand 
1 t™idity, but ads while others deliberaie, and success usually crowns the result. We do 
not mean that Wellington was inspired by a reckless bravery: by no means; a lofty heroic 
courage certainly animated him, the courage of the heroes of a past world when Rome 
was in its glory; but no merchant at his books, no mathematician over a problem, no 
astronomer measuring the dimensions or tracking the progress of some newly discovered 
star, displayed a greater regard for the minute details of business or calculation; indeed i 
be himself believed that his talent would have been greater as a financier than as a j 
general. Mere courage alone, however distingnished, cannot make a successful warrior I 
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now; in this age of strategy and scientific warfare strength of muscle is as burnt flax to 
beaten iroHj in comparison with strength of mind* The great soldier can spare the former, 
but must possess the latter; and to a manly courage that never valued his own life 
in preference to the glory or advantage of his country, did this modern hero unite a 
clearness of perception, and a gigantic grasp of mind which overlooked no difficulties, but 
with a steady gaze provided every available means of overcoming them; his eagle glance 
1 discerned eveiy opportunity, and his iron hand seized it* 

His successes in the Peninsula were rewarded by the loftiest title a grateful country 
had to bestow, and he at once took his station with the highest peers of the laud. He 
was created Baron Donro of Wellesley, and Viscount Wellington of Talavera, afterwards 
Earl, and finally Duke of Wellingtonto these rewards were added a pension, successive 
grants of money, honours, and a shower of crosses and other imperial and military 
distmctious* He left his country a Knight, he returned to it a Duke; liis introduction 
to the House of Lords was a grand one, he must have felt a great man's pride upon that 
memorable occasion. The House was crowded, and its most distinguished and august 
members were present: upon his entrance all rose, and with uncovered heads greeted him 
with prolonged and repeated cheers; the aristocracy of birth bent its head with a 
generous and becoming recognition of the superiority of the aristocracy of genius. 

It is a noble reflection that his conquests in the Pcninsnla, like most of his gi^at 
engagements, were fought and won in the holy cause of freedom, and to prevent Europe 
from being laid prostrate at the feet of one man. The '^English leopard,^"* as the French 
styled him, did not fight for the love of carnage, or of glory, or shed blood to satisfy 
a restless ambition, and a love of conquest; but be fougbt for the maintenance of order, 
of justice, of liberty, and for the final entlironement of peace. If ever war was righteous, 
it was in such a cause as this; the sword that wins the freedom and protects the honour 
of nations, is more precious than the sickle that reaps their bread, for national distress is | 
in the eyes of every noble spirit preferable to national dishonour. It was the language, 
not of vanity, but of tbe strictest and most literal truth, that the Poet employed when he i 
thus addressed the deliverer of Spain and Portugal: 

“ Tbinc was the sword which justice draws, 

Tlime was the pure and generous cause i 

Of holy righ ts and human laws | 

impious thrall to burst; | 

And thou wast destined for thy part, j 

The noblest mind, the firmest heart, 

Artless, but in the warrioris art, 

And m^at art the firsti” 

The experience which he gained in his brilliant series of victories in tbe Peninsula, 
revealed to liim all the weaknesses and inefficiencies of the British forces; he determinefl j 
that his troops should not fight at a disadvantage; that their natural strength and valour 
should not he clogged by mistaken arrangements, or heavy and inefficient weapons* He‘ 
saw much to be abolished, much to be improved; and he undertook the hazardous • 
and responsible duties of a mUitaiy reformer. In his later years certainly he was averse 
to changes in this respect, and satisfied with what he had done when pmefcicaUy engaged 
in warfare; but to his energy in this direcfcioii, during the maturity of his military careei;, i 
many of his subsequent great triumphs are to be attributed. I 
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WeDington liad not yet measured his strength against that of his great rivals Napo¬ 
leon^ but the hour was at hand when he was to he called upon to do so* The Emperor 
had escaped from Elba^ and was again at the head of an enormous army; the great 
powers of Em^ope denounced him as a truce-breaker^ and war was universally declared. 
Wellington was stationed at Bmssels with an army of 78,500 men. The events of the 
next few days and nights were perfectly dramatic : on the evening of the 15th of June, ' 
1815, Wellington was at the Duchess of Richmond's ball; on the 16th was the battle of , 
Quatre Bras; and on the memorable 18th, the terrible Sunday desecrated • by such a - 
gigantic-slaughter, occurred the great struggle of WATEEnoo. Napoleon^s army was com- | 
l>uted at 154,370 men, and he felt confident of the victory. Terrible and protracted was 
the struggle; prodigies of valour were performed by the troops on both sides, and won¬ 
derful discernment and intrepidity exhibited by the two most remarkable commanders 
tliat perhaps ever contested together for victory* Such was tlie numerical superiority of ; 
the French army, that the issue might have been in their favour but for the arrival of the 
Prussians. Wellington, collected even at that awful moment, beheld their approach, and | 
dosing his tekscope, with the exclamation, ^^The hour is comeP^ gave the order for a general 
charge. The result need not be detailed here; but when the sun set upon that bloody ^ 
field, the glory of Napoleon was a thing of the past, and his star had set in darkness* 
The grim demons of discord and slaughter were sated, and Wellington's crowning victory 
at Waterloo, the last act of his military life, terminated war in Europe, and led to a peace 
as remarkable as the stormy struggle which preceded it* The olive and the vine flourished 
vigorously in the soil which had been plougbed with swords and bayonets, and commerce 
and reason tended and guarded the emblematic plants of peace. Wellington, wanior as 
he was, was also a man of enlarged views and sympathies, and thoroughly conscious of the 
immense value of the lasting peace tins final conquest was to bestow* He himself said 
that the governments which had been engaged in the great and long-protracted struggle 
required such a peace as would give them the power of reducing their overgrown mili- 
taiy establishments, and the leisure to attend to the rintemal concerns of their nations, 
and to improve the situation of their people." Having conquered France, he did his best 
to restore that country to tranquillity; he was opposed to all confiscations and punish¬ 
ments, saying, that if the people were to be rendered tranquil, they must not be kritated. 

In the hour of victory he listened to the voice of generosity, and trusted for the restora- | 
tion of order to the blandishments of peace rather than to the armed hand of power* j 

The meeting of the two greatest warriors of modern times in so grand a conflict as | 
that of Waterloo, naturally suggests a comparison between the respective genius of these 
remarkable men* Stronger minds and more able pens than ours have been addressed to 
fhis subject; and perhaps few have accomplished it with more judgment, impartiality, 
and eloquence, than that distinguished writer and advocate. Sir Archibald Alison, in 
his History of the French Remlution, We subjoin the passage;— 

Napoleon and Wellington were not merely indi\idual characters; they were the ' 
types of the powers which they respectively headed in the contest. Napoleon had more i 
genius, Wellington more judgment; the former combated with greater energy, the latter | 
with greater perseverance. Rapid in design, instant in execution, the strokes of the 
French hero fell like the burning thunderbolt; cautious in counsel, yet firm in action, the 
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resources of tlie Britisli champion multiplied^ like the vigcnr of vegetation^ after the 
withering stroke had fallen. No campaign of Wellington's equals in genius and actinty 
those of Napoleon in Italy and in France; none of Napoleon's approaches in foresight 
and wisdom that of Wellington's at Tonies Vedras- The vehemence of the French 
emperor would have exhausted, in a single campaign, the whole resources which during 
the war were at the disposal of the English general; the caution of Wellington would 
have alienated, in the very beginning, the troops which overflowed with tlie passions of | 
the revolution. Ardour and onset were alike imposed on the former by his situation, and 
suggested by liis disposition: foresight and perseverance were equally dictated to the 
latter by his necessities, and in unison with Ms character, Tlie one wielded at pleasure 
the military resources of the half of Europe, and governed a nation heedless of con¬ 
sequences, covetous of glory, reckless of slaughter; the other led the forces of a people 
distrustful of its prowess, avaricious of its blood, but invincible in its determination. And 
the result, both in the general war and final struggle, was in entire conformity with this 
distinction: Wellington retired in the outset before the fierce assault of the French 
legions, but he saw them, for the first time since the revolution, recoil in defeat from the 
rocks of Torres Vedras : he was at first repeatedly expelled from Spain, but at last 
he drove the invaders, with disgrace, across the Pyrenees! 

“ The personal and moral character of the two chiefs was still more strikingly 
opposed, and characteristic of the sides they severally led. Both were distinguished by 
the unwearied perseverance, the steady purpose, the magnanimous soul, which are 
i essential to glorious achievements : both were provident in council, and rigorous in 
I execution: both possessed personal intrepidity in the highest degree: both were inde¬ 
fatigable in activity, and iron in constitution : both enjoyed the rarer qualities of moral 
courage and fearless determination. But, in other respects, their minds were as opposite 
as the poles arc asunder. Napoleon was covetous of glory, Wellingtoit was im^iressed 
with duty: Napoleon was reckless of slaughter, Wellington was sparing of blood : 
Napoleon was careless of his word,. Wellington was inviolate in faitli. Treaties were 
regarded by the former as binding only when expedient—alliances valid only when 
useful: obligations were regarded by the latter as obligatory, though ruinous; con¬ 
ventions sacred, even when open to objection, Napoleon’s wasting warfare converted 
allies into enemies; Wellington's protecting discipline changed enemies into friends: the 
former fell, because aU Eui'ope rose up against his oppression; the latfer triumphed, 
because all Europe joined to share in his protection. There is not a proclamation of 
Napoleon to his soldiers, in which glory is not mentioned and duty forgotten: there is 
not an order of Wellington to his troops, in which duty is not inculcated, nor one iu 
which glory is alluded to. Singleness of heart was the great characteristic of the British 
hero, a sense of duty liis ruling principle: falsehood pervaded the French conqueror, the 
thirst jbr glory was his invariable motive. The former proceeded on the belief, that the 
means, if justifiable, would finally woi^k out the end: the latter, on the maxim that the 
end would iu every case justify the means. Napoleon placed himself at the head of 
Europe, and desolated it fur fifteen years with Ms warfare ; Europe placed Wellington at 
the head of its armies, and he gave it thirty years of unbroken peace. Tlie one exhibited 
the most sMning example of splendid talents devoted to temporal ambition; the other, 
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the noblest instance of moral influence directed to exalted purposes. The former was in 
the end led to ruin, while blindly following the phantom of worldly greatness • the latter 
was un ambitiously conducted to final greatness, while only following the star of public 
duty. The struggle between them was the same at bottom as that which, anterior to the 
creation of man, shook the powers of heaven; and never was such an example of moral 
government afforded as the final result of their immortal contest.” 

After the terrible conflict at Waterloo, which gave to Europe a peace as yet unbroken, 
we approach the second grand era of the life of Wellington, and consider him as a i 
statesman. No man, whatever his gifts, can be equally brilliant and solid in every 
capacity; the field, and not the cabinet, was the peculiar province of the Ulnstrious 
Duke. A severe disciplinarian, a lover of the sternest order, and habituated to the 
doctrines and practice of passive submission in the army, it was scarcely possible that 
he should have been, at least iu the early possession of legislative power, what is now 
called a liberal politician. The wars in which he had been engaged, were in some 
measure attributable to the spread of democratic opinion; he believed them to be 
altogether so, and it was natural that he should regard such tendencies with suspicion and 
dislike, and even that he should suspect of democracy and revolution doctrines which 
had no connexion with them, but breathed only the purest constitutional freedom. 
But although not the friend of popular liberty, he was too wise, too generous and true¬ 
hearted, to be the apologist of wrong or tyranny. He was the stem advocate of duty, 
and demanded it peremptorily of every individual; he had a right to do so, for he had I 
always been its slave, rigidly fulfilling its behests; and he regarded the discharge of 
duties as the only foundation of rights. 

His eai'ly political conduct will not now meet with any very general approval; his I 
doctrines were those of a school which is rapidly passing, if not altogether past. The i 
Tory of the time of Lords Liverpool and Eldon would not now he understood or | 
recognised among statesmen; and the last vestige of the doctrine of divine right has ' 
melted into nothingness; but those who would form an impartial judgment of the f 
political progress of the great soldier, must recall the difference between the time of his i ' 
political power and the present period. It was tlien necessary to educate the nation to ^ ' 
the full enjoyment of freedom, and it was dangerous to trust an ignorant and bigotted 
populace with too free a use of a liberty for which they were not then fit, and wliich 
they were so ^jkely to abuse. 

Two great questions presented themselves to the Duke for solution in his capacity as 
statesman questions of vital importance and gigantic aspect—questions which in those 
days could not be understood as they are now, because the present generation has seen ^ 
them practically tried, and the diflScuIty of their expediency and applicability settled by 
actual experience. These subjects were, Catholic Emancipation and Parliamentary 
Reform. The great modern doctrine of Free Trade was not then prominently upon 
the scene of action, but flitted in the distance, a sort of political Will-o’-the-Wisp. ' 
Upon these topics he was called to legislate, for on the 15th of February, 1828, the 
exigencies of the country induced him to accept the position of Prime Minister of 
England. It is certain that he felt that this was not the place for which his genius 
and foimation of mind fitted him. He had himself previously stated his conviction of , 
i'iv ' 
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I his unfitness for such an office, and publicly declared that he “ should have been mad to 
I think of but the emergencies of the age called for hiss assistance, and he was ever 
ready to serve his country. In the field or in the council-chamber he would never i 
j recoil from difficulties ^ he had dedicated liis life to the service of his nation, and he was I 
I ever ready to risk all in its defence. His opinions were those of the old Tory school of 
statesmen, but though firm he was not violent; he desired no change because he feared 
change, and dreaded the results of political experiments. 

Not the smallest tincture of selfishness entered into the formation of his principles; ^ 
that is evident, for he had nothing further to gain; a grateful nation had laid its riches I 
and honoui's at his feet, and his adherence to his principles was dictated by a love of 
order, the security of property, and the safety of the thi'one. 

But though the study of politics was not the natural bias of his mind, he reached a 
point of greatness and true nobility of soul in his capacity of Prime Minister; he con¬ 
tentedly and resolutely sacrificed his own convictions to the necessities of the times, and 
to preserve undisturbed the peace of the nation, and wrung from his colleagues in power 
I an assent which to no man but him they would have yielded. To obtain popu¬ 
larity is an easy thing to a man who occupies a lofty position in the service of his 
[ country, but to perform unpopular justice requires a hero. The Duke's measure in 
1 favour of the Catholics, though called for by a large body of the people, yet rendered ! 
j him exceedingly impopular with another body, if not certainly as powerful, equally aa ] 
I large. His adherence to the Protestant cause was rigid enough, though Ins yielding up i 
his own convictions to a sense of what was requisite, caused them to be suspected- In 
later years he made the fallowing clear and solemn expression of opinion upon this 
subject i “ It is our duty in every case to do all that we can to promote the Protestant 
religion. It is our duty to do so, not only on account of the political relations between 
the religion of the Chmcli of England and tbe Government, but because we believe it to 
be the purest doctrine, and the best system of religion, that can be offered to a people/' 
These had ever been his convictions, but he would not war with destiny; he yielded to 
the imperative demands of the age, and did not tacitly consent to, but vigorously 
carried the great measure of Catholic Emancipation. 

His noble declaxation in the House of Lords upon that occasion ought never to be 
forgotten:—My lords, I am one of those who have probably passed more of my life iu 
war than most men, ^and principally I may say in civil war too, and I must say this, that 
if I could avoid by any sacrifice whatever even one month of civil war in the country to 
which 1 am attached, / would sacrijice life in order to do iiJ^ In these noble words 

the soldier disappears in the statesman and the philanthropist; the glories of war could 
not blind him to its terrors, and those terrors he would never inflict upon his oyra 
country; he would make any sacrifice to avert that; personal prepossessions and political 
consistency were nothing in comparison with such an awful probability; in such a case 
he would scatter them to the winds. We firmly believe that he used no rhetorical orna- j 
ment when he said that lie would sacrifice his life sooner than inflict a month of eivil war 
upon the country that he loved. He did for a time sacrifice hia reputation, which, with 
such a man, is often dearer to him than his life, and may eternal honour wait upon liis 
memory for that noble act. 
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la 1830 came hia aecoad trial as a statesman; the guestion of Parliamentary Reform 
had seized upon the national miad^ and political agitation rose to a universal storm. ' 
IVance had been convulsed by another revolution j the excitement resulting from it ^ I 
acted strongly in England; a cry for reform and new institutions went like an electric j 
shock throughout the laud. The Duke was astonished j he did not understand the poll- ' 
tical problem before him; in his ears it sounded like the muttered thunder which pre¬ 
cedes the terrible storm of revolution. Yisions of the destruction of order^ the desecra- ]i 
tion of the chinch^ the insecurity of property^ and the shedding of blood in fearful con¬ 
flict between the military and the people^ passed through his mind. With characteristic j 
promptness^ he decided on opposing the measure^ opposing it vigorously^ unflinchingly, ! 
and to the last. i I 

The haughty, unbending tone, and resolute manner in which he refused to grant, or j 
even to regard the loud clamours of the nation for reform, sealed the fate not only of the 
Duke's ministry, but also of tlmt of his pai*ty. A feeling of mad resentment seized 
the people; they regarded him as the opponent of liberty, and the advocate of des¬ 
potism, though, in reality, lie was acting from a strict sense of what he regarded as , I 
his duty. His resolution upon this point threw him from office, and sunk the old Tory 
party to a depth of odium from which they never rose again. After a time, however, 
his opiiosition to the national mil was lost sight of in his own inextinguishable military 
glory, and his universally recognised integrity. 

As years rolled on, his opinions kept pace with the times, and hia advice was sought 
by all parties upon aU great occasions, until at length hia advanced age and experieiice 
impai'ted sometliing of an oracular character to his clear and strong perceptions. For a 
length of time he had altogether ceased to be a party man, but had been a sort of balance j , 
of opinion, or a connecting hnk between adverse factions; and bis approval added a , 
weight to any measure second only to that of the sanction of the Sovereign. [ 

Pie had an uncompromising hatred of all idleness, quackery, and false pretensions; I 
and his maimers and mode of life were simplicity and plainness personified. He kept a 
French cook for the accommodation of his visitors, but lie hioisclf seemed indifferent to 
culinary luxm’ies. The poor cook was often extremely hurt at his master's want of 
appreciation of his services. If," he would remark, I cook a good dinner, the Duke 
observes ^ it is well,' and if I cook a bad dinner he still says ^ it is well/ " 

The Duke was maiuied in 1806, to the Honourable Catherine Packenham; he lost that 
lady in 1831, and died a widower in Ins eighty-fourth year, learing two sons to inherit 
his name and honom's, and mingle their tears and regrets with those of a nation. From 
such a life it might be anticipated that death would possess no terrors for him; he glided 
silently from existence, and even tlie exact moment of his demise could not he detected 
by his attendants. His life shed a lustre upon the English name, and his death produced 
a sensation over the whole civilized world. His character, morally and intellectually, is a 
legacy to his country, and a study and imitation of it will assist in forming the minds 
and elevating the views of future heroes. 

We append a Clu'onological Index of the military and political events of his life, for 
which we are largely indebted to Colonel Gurwood's Dispatches of the Duke of 
Weliington. \ 




























COMMISSIONS, SERVICES, OFFICIAL COMMANDS, AND PUBLIC HONOURS 

OF 

jfifi ^fllingtDn. 


Bom . 

Ensign 
Lieutenant 
Captain 
Major 
Lieutenant-Colonel 


IMaj, 17G9* 
7 Mar., 1787, 
25 Dec.^ 1787* 
80 June, 1791. 
30 April, 1793. 
30 Sept., 1793* 


Colonel , . . . 8 May, 179G. 

Major-General < . * 29 April, 1802* 

Lieutenant-General . , 25 April,. 1808* 

Geaeral,inSpaiii and Portugal 31 July, 181L 
Pield Marshal . . 21 June, 1813. 

Died ..... 14 Sept*, 1852. 


1794. 


June. 

July. 

Jan, 


Oct. 


Embarked at Cork in command of the 33rd regiment to join tbe Duke of York’s army 
in the Ketiierhmds, and arrived at Ostend . . , , . ^ * 

Ee-embarked and proceeded by the Scheldt to Antwerp 

1795. 

Ab senior officer, commanded three battalions on the retreat of the army through Holland 

Early in the spring, on the breaking up of the ice, the army, iucludhig the 33rd regi* 
ment, re-embarked at Bremen for England* 

On return to England, embarked in the command of the 33rd regiment for the West 
Indies, on board the fleet commanded by Admiral Christian . , , . 

1796. 

But owing to the heavy equinoctial gales, after being sis weeks at sea, returned to port 19 Jan. 

Destination of the 33rd regiment changed for India.12 April, 

Joined the 33rd regiment at the Cape of Good HopeSept. 

1797. 

Arrived in Bengal ..Peh* 

Penned part of an expedition to Manilla, but recalled on arrival at Penang . . Aug. 

Ectumed to Calcutta.. . Ifov, 

1708. 

Proceeded on a visit to Madras ..Jan. 

Eetumed to Calcutta ..... Mar. 

The 33rd regiment placed on the Madras establishment ...... Sept. 

1799. 

Appointed to command the subsidiary force of the Nizam, the 33rd regiment being 

attached to it . Peb. 

Advance of the army on Seringapatam j Colonel Wellealey moving on the right flank, 

attacked and harassed by the enemy.. . . , 10 Mhr. 

Tippoo Sultaun in position at Mallavelly; the attack and defeat of his right flank by 

the divisionnnder Colonel Wellealey and the cavalry under Major-General Ployd 27 Mar. 

Arrival of the British army before Seringapatam ....... 3 April. 

The army take up their ground before the west face of that fortress: first attack on 
the Sultaun-pettah Tope, by the 33rd regiment and 2nd Bengal Native Eegiment, 
under Colonel Wellesley. ‘ , . . . 5 April. 

Second attack with an increased force, the Scotch Brigade (94th regiment), two bat¬ 
talions of Sepoys, and four guns. ^ . 

Siege of Seringapatam, until.. , , . , 

Assault and capture: Colonel Wellealey commanding the reserve in the trenches 

Colonel Wellesley appointed Governor of Seringapatam 


6 April 

3 May. 

4 May, 
6 May. 


von. r. 
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A commission, consisting of Lieutenant-Cxeneral Harris, Lientenant-Colonel Barrj 
Close, Colonel the Hon. A. TVellesley, the Hon. H. Wellesley, and Lientenant- 
Colonel Knkpatrick, appointed by the Governor-Oenerfd for the settlement of 

the Mysore territories - , . *.4 June, 

Commission dissolved 8 July, 

Colonel Wellesley appointed to the command of Seringapatam and Mysore . . 9 July, 

1800, ' 
Colonel Wellesley named to command an expedition against Batavia, in .conjunction | 

with Admiral Rainier, but declines the service, from the greater importance of 

his command in Mysore.. , , , , May, 

The tranquillity of Mysore troubled by Dhoondiah Waugh, a Mahratfca freebooter, i 

Colonel Wellesley takes the field against lum.July, | 

Defeats him; death of Dhoondiah, and end of the warfare . , , , .10 Sept, 

Recalled from Mysore to command a force assembling at Trincomalee , , , Oct, 

Appointed to command this force, to be employed at Mauritius, or in the Red Sea, in 
the event of orders from Europe to that effect; or to be ready to act against any 

hostile attempt upon India.15 Nov. 

1801, 

A despatch, overland, received by the Grovernor-General, with orders, dated Cth 

October, 1800, to send 3,000 men to Egypt 6 Feb. 

The expedition being ready at Trincomalee, the Governor-general directed the whole 
force to proceed to the Red Sea; and appointed General Baird to command in 
cliief, and Colonel Wellesley to be second in command , . * .11 Feb, 

In the meantime Colonel Wellesley, having received from the Governors of Bombay 
and Madras copies of the overlaod despatch from Mr. Dundas, sailed from Trin¬ 
comalee for Bombay in command of the troops .15 Feb, 

Colonel Wellesley, on his way to Bombay, informed of the appointment of Major- 

General Baird to the chief command.. . • , 21 Feb. 

Prevented, by illneBS, from proceeding on the expedition to Egypt; Colonel Wellesley 

is ordered to resume hia government of Mysore > ... * . ,28 April. 

1803. 

Appointed to command a force assembled at Hurryhur to march into the Mahratta 

territory .. ' .27 Feb. 

Advance from Hurryhur.. .... 9 Mar. 

Arrival at Poonah , * . . ^ . - - • < ^ * . 20 April. 

The Peishwah replaced on the musnud . . , . - • • • *13 May. 

Empowered to exercise the general direction and control of aU the political and inih- 
tary affairs of the British Government in the territories of the Nizam, the Peishwah, 
and of the Mahratta States and Chiefs in the Deccan; similar authority being 
given to General Lake in Hindustan 


The Mahratta war commenced - 
Siege and capture of Ahmednuggur 
Siege and capture of Boroach 
Battle of Assayo 
Siege and capture of Asseerghur 
Battle of Argauni 
Siege and capture of Gawilghur . 

Treaty of Peace with the Rajah of Berar 
--with Dowiut Eao Scindiah 


2§ June. 
6 Aug, 
11 Aug. 
29 Aug, 
23 Sept. 
21 Oct. 

29 Nov. 
15 Dec. 
17 Dec, 

30 Dec. 


1804. 


Surprise of a body of predatory Mahrattas, who were routed and destroyed, after an 
extraordinary forced march, near Munkaiseer 


6Feh 
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FIELD MARSHAL THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON, 

A Bword of the value of £1,000 voted to Major-General Wellesley by the British 
mhabitanta of Calcutta . - • • • - • • - - * 

A golden vase voted to Major-General Wellesley by the oificers of his division, after- 

vrards changed to a service of plate, embossed with “ Assaye*' * , * ,26 Feb, 

Visits Bombay • • , • , • * * , . , . , | Mar, 

JE^ctcs and address by the garrison and inhabitants • , , . , , j to 16 May * 

Betums to the army near Poonah 17 May. 

Besigns the military and political powers vested in him by the Governor-General . 24 June. 
Left the army for Seringapatam . 28 June. 

Address voted to Major-General WeUeeley, on his return from the army, by the native 

inhabitants of Seringapatam.. , . 6 July. 

Called to Calcutta to assist in military deliberations , • . . \ . • July. 

Appointed a Knight Companion of the Bath ..1 Sept, 

The civil and military powers vested in him on the 26th of June, 1803, and resigned „ 
on the 24th of June, 1804, renewed by the Governor-General , . . .9 Nov. 

Betums to Seringapatam by Madras . , , -. 30 Mar. 


1805. 

Eesigns the political and military powers in the Deccan, and proposes to embark for 


Europe 24 Feb- 

Addresses on quitting India;— 

From the Officers of the division lately under his eommand < - . .27 Feb. 

Answer . . .... - . * * . . .8 hlar. 

From the Officers of the 33rd regiment ....... * 28 Feb. 

Answer ^ . Mar. 

j From the native inhabitants of Seringapatam ....... 4 Mar, 

I Answer 4 Mar. 

I Grand entertainment given to him at the Pantheon at Madras, by the civil and military 

OfficcTB of the Presidency ........... 5 Mar. 

I Appoints Colonel Wallace, Major Barclay, and Captain Bellingham to superintend the 
j prize affairs of the army of the Deccan ........ 6 Mar. 

The thanks of the King and Parliament for his service in the command of the army of 

the Deccan, communicated in General Orders by the Gnyernor-General . . 8 Mar. 

Embarks in his Majesty^s ship Tridmi^ for England Mar. 

I Arrival in England Sept. 

Appointed to command a brigade in an eipedition to Hanover, under Lord Cathcart , Nor. 

1806. 

Appointed Colonel of the 33rd Begfc., vice Marquis Cornwallis, deceased . . , 30 Jan. 


On the return of the expedition-from Hanover, appointed to command a brigade of 

infantry in the Sussex district ....... ... Feh. 

Betumed to Berve in Parliament ....... ... 

1807. 

Appointed Secretary to Ireland (the Duke of Bichmond being Lord-Lieutenant) . 3 April 

Sworn of his Majesty’s Privy Council 8 April 

Appointed to command in the array under Lord Cathcart, in the expedition against 

Copenhagen. ■ July. 

Affair at Kioge . 29 Aug. 

Appointed to negotiate the capitulation of Copenhagen . . . - . . 5 Sept. 

1808. 

Beceives the thanks of Parliament for Ms conduct at Copenhagen, in his place in the 

House of Commons, and replies to the Speaker.1 Feb. 

Betums to Ireland. . 
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Appointed to command an e^edition assembled at Cork , 

The expedition sails for Corunna and Oporto 

Finally lands at the month of the river Mondego, in Portugal 

Affair of Obidos . .. 

-Boli^a , , , , ^ ^ 


< July, 
. 12 July, 
1 to 3 Ang* 
. 15 Aug, 
• 17 Ang. 
. 21 Ang, 
21 Aug, 


23 Aug* 

22 Ang, 
22 Aug. 
30 Aug, 
4 Oct, 
17 Xov, 
22 ISTov. 
Dec, 


27 Jan, 
April, 
April, 
22 April, 
12 May. 

6 July, 


.Battle of Vimiero 

Superseded in the command of the army by Lieutenant-General Sir H, Burrard 
By tho desire of Lieutenant-General Sir H. Dairymple, the Commander of the Forces, 
he signs the armistice with Lieutenant-General Kellcrmaim, which led to the con¬ 
vention of Cintra . . , , .. 

A piece of plate, commemorating the Battle of Vimiero, voted to Lientenant-Gener^d 
Sir A, 11701163107, by the General and Field Officers who served at it 
Commands a division of the army under Sir H. Dalrymple 
Convention of Cintra . , , . , 

Beturns to England , , , , , 

Court of Inquiry on the Convention of Cintra , 

His evidence before it , , . , , 

Beturna to Ireland.. 

1809, 

Beceives the thanks of Parliament for Vimiero, in his place in the House of Conimona, 
and replies to the Speaker .... 

Appointed to command the army in Portugal 
Eesigns the office of Chief Secretary in Ireland 
Arrives at Lisbon, and assumes the command 
The Passage of the Douro, and Battle of Oporto 

By a decree of the Prince Eegent of Portugal, appointed Marshal-General of the 
Portuguese army. , ... 

Battle of Talavera de la Eeyna. ..27 and 28 July. 

Created a Peer, hy the titles of Baron Douro of ’Wellesley, and Yiseount Wellington 

of Talavera.26 Aug. 

Meets Marquis Wellesley at SeviDe and Cadiz . . . . 2 Nov. 

1810. 

Thanks of Parliament voted for Talavera.. pel). 

Pension of £2,000 per annnm voted to Lord Wellington and his two succeeding heirs 

male.16 Feb. 

Appointed a member of the Regency in Portugal, in conjunction with Lord Stuart de 

Eothsay, then Mr. Stuart, his Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon .... Aug. 

Battle at Busaeo. • .27 Sept. 

Takes up a position to cover Lisbon in the Lines, from Alhandra on the Tagus, to 

Torres Vedras and the Sea. . . . . lo Oct. 

Follows the retreat of tho French army, under Marshal Massena, to Santarem . . 16 Nov. 

1811. - . 

Again follows the retreat of the French army to Condeixa, and from thence along tho 

Bne of the Mondego, to Celorico, Sabugal Almeida, and Ciudad Rodrigo . 5 Mar. to 10 April. 
Affaii’s with the French army on ilB retreat:— 

At Pomhal .. 11 Mar. 

At Redinha. 12 Mar. 

At Cazal Nova .. 14 Mar. 

At the Passage of the Ceira, at Foz d’Arouee .... . . 15 Mar. 

At Sabugal.3 April. 

Thanks of Parliament for the liberation of Portugal .... . . 26 April. 
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PIELD-MARSHAL THE DUKE OE WELLINGTON. 


Battle of Puentes d^Onoro S and 6 May* 

Pall of Almeida . ' . . . * . * • * - * - * 11 May, 

Battle of Albuera 16 May, 

Siege of Badajoz; raised.10 June, 

Goncentration of tlie army on the Caja , . * * , * , , . 19 June* 

Carriea the army to the north ^ 1 Aug* 

Affair at El Bodon ,-.****•»•.,, 25 Sept* 

— — at Aldea di Ponte. " - ^ * * , ,27 Sept* 

License granted m the name of the King, by the Prince Eegent, to accept the title of 
Conde do YimierOj and the insignia of Knight Grand Cross of the Toirer and 

Sword, from the Prince Kegent of PoHugal . . . 26 Oct, 

General Hill’s stirpme of General Girard, at Arroyo Molinos * * • , * 28 Oct, 

1812, 

Storm of Port Kenand, near Ciudad Kodrigo . 8 Jan* 

Siege and capture of Ciudad Bodrigo , , * . * , - , , ID Jan* 

Created by the Eegency a Grandee of Spain, with the title of Duque da Ciudad 

Rodrigo. * Peb* 

Thanks of Parliament for Ciudad Rodrigo . 10 Peb* 

Advanced in the British Peerage by the title of Earl of Wellington , . , ,18 Feb, 

Vote of Parliament of £2,000 per annum, in addition to the title , , , ,21 Peb, 

Siege and capture of Badajoz . .6 April* 

Thanks of Parliament for Badajoz * , • . ..27 April, 

Ports at Almarez taken by General Hill * * * , , , , . , 10 ALiy, 

Siege and capture of the fortified convents at Salamanca . 27 June, 

Battle of Salamanca.. 22 July- 

Charge of Cavalry at La Serna , , , 23 July- 

The Order of the Golden Fleece conferred by the Regency of Spain , , * * Aug* 

Enters Madrid ,*.,,**,*.*.* 12 Aug. 
Appointed Generalissimo of the Spanish armies * * * , * * * Aug, 

Advanced in the British Peerage by tlie title of Marquis of Wellington * , * IS Aug, 

Advanced by the Regent of Portugal to the title of Marquez de Torres Vedras * . Aug* 

Marches towards Burgos .,***,**..* 4 Sept, 
Siege and failure of Burgos , 22 Oct, 

Retreat to the frontier of Portugal, to the , , * * , . . * 19 Nov, 

Thanks of Parliament voted for Salamanca ,**,.,*, 8 Dec* 
A gi'ant of £100,000 from Parliament, to be laid out in the purchase of lands to that 
value, as a reward for his services, and to enable him to support the diguiiy of his 

peerage . .. 7 Dec* 

Advanced by the Regent of Portugal to the title of Duque da Victoria • , ,18 Dec, 

Visits Cadiz, where he ia received by a deputation of the Cortes , , . .24 Dec* 

1813, 

Appointed Colonel of the Royal Regiment of Horse Guards.1 Jan* 

Returns to Portugal by lisbon, where he is received by the whole population * * 16 Jan* 

^tes given by the Regency, and at San Carlos ,.,*.** Jan* 
Letter on quitting the 33rd Regiment as Colonel , , , ^ , 2 Peb, 

Elected a Knight of the Garter ^ . . . #4 Mar, 

Advance into Spain in two columns ; the lefr column, under Lieutenant-Gtenei^ Sir T, 

Graham, by the north bank of the Douro i the right column to Salamanca ', 

Quits Preneda for Salamanca ..,*,*.- . * . 

Affair near Salamanca . . , , , * 

The Commander of the Forces proceeds to the left column, at IMiranda de Duero 


. 6 May, 
, 22 May* 
25 May. 
29 May* 
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SERVICES, OFFICIAL COMMANDS, aND PUBLIC HONOURS OF , 


^air of tlie Hussar brigade at Morales de Toro . • , . , . ,2 June* 

Junction of the tw’o columns at Toro> and advance of the army on Yalkdolid and 

Burgos . 4 June. 

The Castle of Burgos blown op . . • .. .12 June. 

The Ebro turned at San Martin and Eoeamundo ... ... 14 June. 

Affair at San Millan . . . . .. , . ig Jmie_ 

Battle of Vittoria.21 June ' 

Promoted to Field Marshal, ( Gazetie, Srd July). 21 June, 

Pursuit of the French army to France by Pamplona, and the passes of EoncesTalles 1 * 

and Maya in the Pyrenees; and by IWosa, San Sebastian, and Irun , . , June, 

Thanhs of Parliament for Yittoria , . , , . . 8 July 

Siege of San Sebastian. . . 17 July, 

The Hegency of Spain, on the proposition of the Cortes, offer to bestow on the 

Duque de Ciudad Eodrigo the estate of the Soto de Eoma in Granada, in the , 

name of the SpaniBh nation, in testimony of its sincere gratitude” , , ,22 July, ' 

First assault and failure at San Sebastian.25 July, 

Advance of the French army under Marshal Soult, by Maya and Boncesi^ailes; the 

right and centre diviaionB of the army concentrating near Pamplona * , 24 to 27 July, 

Battle of Sorauren . , , .. 28 Julv. 

Itetreat of the French army into Franca .. 30 July, i 

Affair at the Puerto de Eclialar , ... . . ... . ,1 Aug, 

Ee-occupation of the positions on the Pyrenees by the Allied Armies . . , ' , 2 Aug. 

Second assault and fall of San Sebastian 81 Aug. 

Affairs on the BidasSoa and San Maroial . . , , . . , . Bl Aug. 

Castle of San Sebastian capitulated ... , , 8 Sept. 

Passage of the Bidassoa, and entrance into France . * . • * * • - 7 Oct, 

Thanks of Parliament for San Sebastian, and the operations auhsequent to Vittoria , 8 Oct. 

Surrender of Pamplona 31 Oct. 

The whole of the army descend into France 5 passage aud battle of the Hivolle , , 10 Ko\r. 

Passage of the Nive . 9 Dec, 

Marshal Soult attacks tbe left and right of the British army, aud is successively ! 

defeated . 10 to IS Dec. 

1814. 1 

Leayes two divisions to blockade Bayonne, and follows Marshal Soult with the remainder 

of the army , , , .. peb, | 

Afiair at HeUette ... 14 Feb. ] 

Battle of Orthez , ..- - p . , , 27 Feb. 

Passage of the Adour at St, Sever . , , , , . . , , JIur. 

Affair at Aire , , , *. 2 

The permission of the Prince Eegent granted to the Marquis of lYellington to accept • 

and wear the insignia of the following Orders; —. ,4 Mar. i 

Grand Cross of the Imperial Military Order of Maria Teresa. 

- the Imperial Eussian Military Order of St. George, 

- the Ecyal Prussian Military Order of the Blank EaglOi 

- the Eoyal Swedish Military Order of the Sword, 

Detaches two divisions to Bordeaux g Mar 

Affair at Tarbes .. ,20 Mar, 

Thanks of the Prince Eegent and the Parliament for Orthez , , , , ,24 Mmv 

Passage of the Garonne .*. 4 April 

Battle of Toulouse 10 April, 

Advanced 'in the BritishPeerage by tbe litlesof Marquis of Douro andD nice of lYollington 8 Mar, 
Visits Paris ^ * 4 May. 
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FIELD-MARSHAL THE DUKE OP WELLINGTON, 

Visits Madrid, King Perdmand confirms all t!ie honours and rewards conferred upon 

him in his Majesty’s name by the Eegency and the Cortes _ . , , .24 May. 

A grant of £4i(X),000 voted by Parliament, in addition to the former grants • , June* 

Arrives in England , * . , . . .23 June, 

Proceeds to pay his respects to the Prince Eegcnt, then at Portsmouth with the Allied 

Monarchs..24 June. 

His reception in the House of Peers on takmg his seat aa Baron, Yiscoimt, Ear), 

Marquis, and Duke ..28 June. 

Eetnma thanks at the bar of the House of Commons, and is addressed by the Speaker 30 June* 

Appointed Ambassador to the Court of Prance.. , 5 July. 

Banquet given by the Corporation of London , , ..0 July, 

Heraldic honours bestowed.. . 25 Aug. 

Assists at the Congress at Vienna. .1 Not. 

1815, 

On the arrival of Bonaparte in Prance, appointed Commander of the British forces on 

the Continent of Europe, and from Vienna joins the Army at Bruxelles , , 11 April. 

Puts himself in communication with Prince Bliicher, in command of the Prussian army 

on the Meuse.2 May. 

Moves the allied army towards Nivelle, on the Prencli army, under Bonaparte, crossing 

the frontier at Charleroi . . . ... , 15 June, 

Battle of Quatre Bras ..16 June, 

Eetires to a position to cover Bruxelles, on the border of the Porest of Soignies . ,17 June, 

Battle of Waterloo - , ..18 Juno. 

Created Prince of Waterloo by the King of the Netherlands , . . . . June, 

Thanks of the Prince Regent and Parliament for Waterloo.22 June, 

Pvirgnifc of the fugitive remaiiis of the Prench army to Paris , , . . . June. 

Surrender of Cambrai .. . . . 25 June, 

-of Peronno. . . . J une. 

Paris capitulated ............. 3 Jul 3 ^ 

By his interference, prevents the Column in the Place Vcnddme and the Bridge of 

Jena being destroyed.6 July. 

A grant of ^200,000 voted by Parliament, in addition to the former grants, , . July. 

Appointed Commander-in-Chief of the Alli ed Armies of Occupation in Prance . , 22 Oct. 

1818, 

Assists at the Congress of Aix-la-Chapelle.. , , . Oct, 

Appointed Field Marshal in the Anatrian, Russian, and Prussian Armies , . . Oct, 

The evacuation of Franco by the Allied Annies . , , . , , . , 1 Nov, 

Appointed Master-General of the Ordnance . , . , , . 26 Dec, 

1810, 

Appointed Governor of Plymouth ..9 Dec. 

1820. 

Appointed CoIonel-in-Chief of the Rifle Brigade , , . . . . .19 Feb, 

1821, 

Attends George IV,, King of England, to the field of Waterloo . . , . . 1 Oct. 

1822. 

Statue of Achilles inscribed to the Duke, m Hyde Park , , , * . .18 June, 

Assists at the Congress of Verona.22 Oct. 

1826. 

Proceeds on an especial embassy to St, Petersburgh Feb, 

Removes from the Government of Plymouth to be Constable of the Tower of London . 29 Dee. 
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SEUVICES, OFFICIAL COMMANDS, AND PUBLIC HONOUBS. 


[ ' 1827, 

! Appointed Colonel of the Grenadier Guards • * 22 Jan, 

Appointed Connnander-in-Chief . , , , 22 Jan, 

Eesigns . • . ..30 April 

Be-appointed.. 27 Aug, 

1828, 

The King having called upon him to serve in the olEeo of First Lord of the Treasiiryj 

he resigns the command of the army . • . . , . * . .15 Feh. 

1829, 

Appointed Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports . , 20 Jan, 

1830. 

Eesagns the office of First Lord of the Treasujy + . Oct, 

1834, 

Elected Chancellor of the University of Oxford 


Intrusted by the King mth the whole charge of the Government and the Seals of the 
three Secretaries of State 

Continues Secretary of Foreign Affaira. 


Jan, 

Nov, 

Dec, 


1835. 

[Resigns .. . . , . April 

Beceiveg Queen Adelaide, as Chancellor of the University of Oxford , . - .19 Oct. 

1837, . 

Eeceived with great cordiality hy the people at the coronation of Qoeen Tictoria . 28 June. 
Presides at a meeting to erect a monument to Lord Nelson.1 Aug, 

1839, 

Grand entertainment given to the Duke at Dover 30 Aug, 

1841, 

Peel Ministry: the Duke in the Cabinet, without office , . . , . . Sept, 

1842. 

Her Majesty visits the Duke at Waimer Castle 

The Duke appointed Conuimnder of the Forces ^ Dee, 

1844. 

Equestrian statue of the Duke inaugurated at Glasgow.8 Oct. 

Equestrian statue of the Duke, Eoyal Exchauge, maugurated . . , * * 18 June, 

1845. 

Her Majesty visits the Duke at Strathfieldsaye . . , , , . 20 June, 

First stone of the Waterloo barracks, in the Tower, laid by the Duke . • .14 June. 

184G. 

Peel Ministry resigns: the Duke retires from the Cabinet , , . * ,6 July, 

Colossal equestrian statue of the Duke erected upon the arch, Green Park « , 30 Sept, 

1848. 

Publication of the Duke’s letter to Sir John Burgoyne, on the national defences * Jan. 
The Duke directs great preparations to prevent a Chartist outbreak .... Mar, 
Statue of the Duke erected in the Tower.. . Oct, 

1850. 

The Duke sponsor at the baptism of the infant Prince ALrthur.22 June. 

1852. 

Equestrian statue of the Duke at Edinburgh iuaugurated » . . . . .18 June, 

Death at Waimer Castle - ... . . . ... , - . 14 Sept, 
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' THE LIFE AND CAMPAIGNS 


OF 

j ■ ■ 

WELLING 


TON. 


BIRTH, PARENTAGE, AND E^VRLY HISTORY, 


! 


I Tboxjgb Napoleon lias been styled by the 
. ‘ author of the History of ike PVar in the 
Peninsula^ the greatest of captains/^ and 
I the first of all generals/'^ ami by Bertonj 
i in Ms Precis Hisiorique des Baiaiiies de 
i Flmms ei de JPaterhOy “le genie de H 

j guerre^^ (the genius of war), Ahthife Wel- 
j LESLEY, the late Bulte of Wellington, may 
I I be said, without livperbolical exaggc- 
! ration, to have been the greatest captain 
of modern times, and the most auccesaful 
general that ever appeared on the theatre 
' ' of warfore. He was born at Daiigan Castle, 
on the 1st of 5Iay, 1769, and was the sixth 
child of a family nine in number. His 
I ' ancestors, the Cowleys* Cooleys, or as the 
I I name ^ now written, CoUej^s, were origiiuillj 
j ' of English ex traction, being descended of an 
old Saxon family Jong settled in Eutknd- 
! sliire, but migrated to L^and in thereigiiof 
Henry the Eighth, who, for the purpose of 
promoting and strcngtlieniiig the protestant 
religion in that cx>iintry, olFercd grants of 
lands and high salaried offices to inen of talent 

• Among tha jiuiHeroiia overati-nined kudatiens, 

: and the misplaced idolatry of his hero, by the author 
j ' of the ^f ike Penitmikir Ff or, some of 

j I those that ocenr in the slxtli volume'of Ms work axe 
I mtUer stanUng, if not outrageously extravaganL 
I He there informs his readers, that his “ greatest 
captain” and " first general,” was 'tuntainted by any 
' private vice ” and, lest the astounding piece 6f intel¬ 
ligence should be lost among the Waiie of virtues 
with which he has endowed tlie god of hts idolatry, 

, he again propounds a no less eXtraordinnrj- piece 
of intelligencs, namely, that he was endowed 
with “ freedom from all vicesand, lastly, to give 
j duo effect to the hyperbolical fictions of Ms mptur- 
: ous admiration of lus idol’s perfecdon and immacu¬ 
lateness, he gravely declares, that he was of '' infiex- , 
ibk probity of cMiracter ” and w'os “ devoid of oil j 
Belflsh ambition ” Never did the most rabidly idol- ^ 

I atrous worsliipper (even in the guise and semblaace 
I YOL, I. B 


and family. Robert foitl Walter Coiley ac¬ 
cepted the proffered rew'ard, and settled bi 
the counties of Meatli aud Kildare. They 
obtained the grant of the clerkship of llie 
crown in chancery daring their joint lives, 
.with the benefit of siirvivor^ship; and, in 
1537, Robert became master of the rolls, 
and Walter was appointed solicitor-general, 
A monuinettt bearing date 1408, in the 
parish of Glaiston, in the hondred of 
Wrangdyke,. Kullandshire, and erected to 
the memory of Walter Colley and his wife 
Agnes, still remains a memorial of the 
English origin of the duke. The name of 
Wellesley, and the possession of Daiigan 
casHe, and its appurtenant estates, were 
obtained by iiitcrraamage irith the lYcsIcy, 
Wellesley, or according to early orthography 
Do Welesler family. 

The family was raised to the peerage iu 
174G, by the title of baron Morniogton, in 
Helund, The second lord Mornington, the 
fatlier of the duke, married the eldest 
daughter of the viscount Dungannon ; and 

af a Gaulish devotee) of Napoleome virtues and 
perfectbiis—of NapokoMc probity aud morabty— 
draw more largely ou Ms own imagiuativo powers, 
ami require greater credulity on the part of his 
readers, thaw the othenvise judicious aud mstructive 
author of the Misiorj/ qf the PeHinsul^ir Wftr has 
done in lUvouc of his “ golden calf” It is to be 
regretted, tliat before he peuned, those misjudged 
and unfounilDd notions, ana had stilfered hh judg- 
uxBut to be overlaid by bis ovcrw'eeidng aduiiration, 
he had not read and formed an accurate estimate of 
sir Walter ScoWs more temperate and just estimate 
of Napoleonic probity and dislnteresCedness. “ With 
a firm and 'Uiiremilting attention to bis owm pians 
and hk own ” says that cautious aimI trust¬ 

worthy an thorily, “ Bonaparte praceeded &om battle 
to plunder, less like a aoluier than a brigand or com¬ 
mon highwayman*” Sc^orea of other authorities of the 
higheai credibility might be cited to the same efiecL 



































nrs EDUCATION*] 


LIFE AND CAMPAIGNS OF THE 


wns created \dscouut Wellesley aiul earl of 
Mornington in 17G0* In Im duldhood he 
distiuguislied by a great natural talent 
for music, Ilis glees^ and some of 

Ids clmrcii corapositionSj obtained so mucb 
popularity, that tlie university of Dublin 
conferred on him, as a testimony of theii* 
respect for his skill and eminence in the 
science, the dcgi'ce of doctor and professor 
of music. Among the most admired of 
Lis i^ocal productions are : Come Forest 
Nymph,Gently hear me, Clial-ming 
Maicl/^ and “By Greenwood Tree*” One 
of his chants still continues to he performed 
in tlie churches of Dublin. 

On the death of the earl in 1781, he was 
Gucceeded in his title and estates by his 
eldest son, Jlichard Colley Wellesley, who, 
in 1797, was raised to the British peerage, 
and in the same year was appointed gover¬ 
nor-general of India. He was a man pos¬ 
sessed of high classical attainments, and 
great oratorical powers* The other bro¬ 
thers, escept the duke, were men ordinarily 
gifted in respect of mind, or were at farthest, 
but little above mediocidty in intellectual 
endowments. 

Arthur Wellesley was sent with his eldest 
brother to Eton ^ but his mind, like that of 


[a.d.1787. 

Napoleon, being of a scientific structure, i ‘ 
after a brief struggle with the lie|oe3 and , ■ 
poets of antiquity, he was sent by his 
mother (a woman of strong and cultiv*ated 
intellect) to the military college of Angiers, I i 
in the department of Maine and Loire, in I i 
France, then under the superintendence of ! ! 
the celebrated Pigneroi There, as at Eton, ' 
it is said, that he exhibited no indication of 
superior and commanding talent:* all he ' 
could pretend to was a fair and creditable 
proficiency* Neither did be in parliament, ? 
to wdiicli be was returned for the borough of : 
Trim, in 1790, evince, as sir Jonah Barring¬ 
ton reports, “much promise of the unpar- ; 
alleled celebrity which he reached after- ' 
w^ardsbut as one (a mcraber of the 
celebrated society of the “ Monks of the I 
Screw”) of sir Jonah's friends said, “ when I 
he did speak, it was always to the purpose ^ 
a remaik which indicates, that sir Jonah's 
friend possessed more penetration than ' 
himself* ^ 

On leaving the college of Angiers, he was I 
appointed, March 7th, 1787, to an ensigney 
in the 73rd regiment of infantry j and on 
the .25tU of Decemljer, in the same year, 
was promoted to a lieutenancy in the 76th. 
After various pui^chascs and exchanges, 


* Buch 13 the getietnl and unvarying report of the 
dulie*s biographers; but to those who possess a * 
knowledge of Innnim nature, and who take a deeper 
insight into the character of man than superficial 
oh servers ’usually do, it is well known, that it js 
scarcely posaibie that a inind of the duke's structure 
ond direction, could pass through tJie routine of 
school-discipline without evincing some indications 
of ahilily—promise of future superiorit}'' and 
mastery in the great game and business of life* 
Be it, however, as h maj', as to the duke's evincing 
talent or not during his school noviciate, the absence 
of indication of precocious talent during the period 
of academical Hie, and of oratorical powers in the 
early stage of parliameutary career, has not occun*ed 
only m the person of Arthur Wellesley* Among 
scores of iuBlances that might be readily cited, of 
unpromising students and orators, who afterwards 
rose to difitinctiDn in their respective vocations, the 
names of Goldsmith and Curran stand conspicuous j 
the first, while an undergraduate in Trinity College, 
was considered a dull, heavy scholar; the second, 
in his first essays in tiie debating societies of Lon¬ 
don* an ungainly and awkward speaker. The late 
Adam Claike, the dissenting miiuster, was, during 
his school noviciate, deemed a grievous dunce*'' 
Liebeg, the celebratecr German, chemist, was distin¬ 
guished at school as “a booby.’' Even sir Isaac 
Newton was considered, wliiie at school, “ a back¬ 
ward and unpromising scholaraccording to Ins 
own statement, he ** ranked very low in the school 
jntil the age of twelve.’' The mother of Sheridan 
pronounced Mm “ the dullest and the most hopeless 
af her sons.:" and Isaac Barrow's father used to sav. 

2 


that if it pleased God to lake from hitn any of his 
chUdreni he hoped it might he Isaac, as tlie least 
promising.” Neither did Shaks|iere, Moli^re, Swift, 
Gibbon, Johnson, Niebuhr, Eraukhn, Davy, or 
'Walter Scott, display any indications of precocious 
capacity; hut rather the contrary. Gesner, the 
Swiss poet, at the age of ten years, was declared hy 
hia preceptors incapahlc of any attainment Nor 
are these singular cases. Tliose who ultimately rise 
to great distinouon, either in civil or miHtar)" life, 
are Beldom distinguished-for early proficiency, Be¬ 
sides, generals ore not, like poete, hcaven-bovn 
they do not come into the world intuilively gifted ^ 
and inspired. They acquire that knowledge which i 
they are to be called on to put into ])raclice through i i 
the medium of instruction and experience; they , j 
derive nothing by intuition : all their knowledge is | | 
obtained through the mediim'i of the other sciences; ' 
and for this obvious reason, preut military com- i i 
manders have rarely given indications of precocity ' - 
of that talent by means of which they have become | I 
eminent when engaged on the* theatre of ’warfare, | 1 
Marlborough, Turenne, Frederick of Ihussia, Sobi- , 
eski, Charlemagne, and even Napoleon (though his j 
biographers have been profuse in their declarations 
to the contrary) gave but little prognostication, 
when school-boys, of military genius; and had we ; 
the means and opportunity of knowing the whole [ 
details and circumstances of tlie lives of the great ] | 
Grecian, Boman, Carthaginian, and Asiatic com- I 
mnnders—the Cmsars, the Scipios, the Alexanders, 
the Hannibals, the Genghis Khans, &:c*—there can¬ 
not he much doubt but tlmt we should find the case , 1 
to have hcen similar with them* \ \ 



























A.D. 1794,] 


DUKE OE WELLINGTON. 


Lseeyice in flandehs. 


namely, into tlie 41st foot, the IStli light 
dragoons, the ^8th foot, the 18th light 
dragoons, and the 33rd foot, liis eldest bro¬ 
ther purchased for him the lieutenant- 
colonelcy of the last-mentioned regiinent, 
which was, at the time, stationed at the 
Cove of Cork. 

Prom that port he embarked, May, 1794, 
with his regiment, for Osteiid, where he 
remamed in garrison, until the eaid of 
Moira disemhai'ked at that port the expe¬ 
dition which he commanded for the pm-pose 
of creating a diversion in Lrittmiy in favour 
of the army Tinder the eoramand of the 
duke of York, then serving in Austrian 
Elanders, But the duke, in consequence 
of the defeat of the Austrians, under Clair* 
fait, at Eienrus, being driven from his posi¬ 
tion at Tournay, and compelled to adopt 
a retrograde movement, for*the purpose 
of falling back on Antwerp, and the repub¬ 
lican forces at the same time advancing on 
Ostend, lord Moha evacuated Ostend, and 
marched by Bruges and Ghent, to the 
Scheldt, crossed that liver at the Tfite de 
Flan del's, and effected a junction with the 
English army, which was then in front of 
Mecliliuj or Malines. On. its march, the 
I force under the carl was attacked at Alost, 

I July -Cth, but repulsed the enemy. This 
' was the first battle-field on which Wellington 
j had been present, and on which he received 
I his first practical lessons in the art of war. 

! The llepuhlican forces tv ere so vastly 
i auperior, both in numerical and physical 
strength, that the British army eontiimed 
to retreat, first on Breda, and then on Boia- 
le-dnc. On the 14th of September, the 
advanced posts were attacked at the village 
of Boxtel, and though the enemy was re¬ 
pulsed in two successive assaults, tlie army 
was compelled to resume its retrograde 
movement. The duty of covering the 
operation was confided to colonel Wellesley, 
lu that arduous and responsible task, the 
rear-guai'd, under their sjjiiited and able 
commander, always presented so steady and 
determined an attitude, that the attack of 
the enemy Tvas either averted, or the as¬ 
sailants were repulsed. At the posts of 
Meteren and Geklermausen, the enemy was 
not only repulsed, but repossession was ob¬ 
tained of the guns that had been taken. 
While the array was cleaxing the village of 
Schyndel, the cavali'y covering the roar- 
guard being compelled, by a superior force, 
to fall back, colonel Wellesley, halting the 
33rdj and deploying it into line, at the same 


time opening his centre files, allowed the 
disordered cavalry to pass tlirough, when, 
closing np his files, he resolutely charged the 
pursuing foe, and com pelted him to fall back 
on liis main body. Throughout tKe whole 
of the disastroua retreat from Holland to 
Bremen, he displayed the greatest judg¬ 
ment and skill, and the most conspicuous 
gallantry in the discharge of the important 
duty which had been confided to him. 

The hardships and privations sustained 
by the troops during this retreat were ex¬ 
cessive. The route from tlie frozen banks 
of the Lech to those of the lasel, lay through 
the flat and desert heaths of the dreary and 
inhospitable provinces of Guelderland and 
Over-lssel, On that dreary and barren 
waste, the unbroken covariug of the snow 
was 60 deep, that the roads could not be 
traced, even by those who knew' the nature 
of the coimtry; and tlie snow continued to 
fall so thick and fast, that the track of tlie 
line of march was obliterated, so that hun¬ 
dreds of the stragglers lost tlieir way and 
perished I a lot to which the sick and 
vrounded were unavoidabiy exposed, as the 
waggons could not proceed on account of 
the deepness of- the ruts in the roads. To 
add to the suSerings of the fugitive, but not 
dispirited troops, a piercing and biting wdnd 
drove a cutting sleet direct in their faces. 
The inclemency of the season^—winter being 
at the time in its utmost rigour, and the 
thermometer being frequently down at 15^ 
and below zero of Fahrenheit, which 
Jomiuij Vie de Napol/on^ says was never so 
low in the disastrous retreat from Moscow, 
which, for its horrors, thro tvs all other re¬ 
treats, except that from Cabool, into the 
shade—the long and rapid marches, and 
the dark and tedious nights of ceaseless 
Tvatchiiig, without food, fuel, or proper 
clothing, broke down the spirits and hopes 
of the men, and increased the severity of 
their destitute and forlorn condition. If 
the exhauated soldier, overpowered Tvitli 
fatigue, sat down to rest, and allowed the 
influence of slumber to steal on his senses, 
unless his companions quickly aroused him, 
he slept the sleep of death. The teai's that 
the cold caused to trickle from tlieir eyes, 
congealed as they fell on their clieeks, and 
the breath that escaped from tbeir mouth * 
and nostrils, was couverted into icicles ua 
their beards. 'I’heir hardsliips were furtlicr 
increased by the almost absolute want of 
food, tlie only available rneans of support¬ 
ing life being a mere drink of water/^ 
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And to add to tlie sum of their caiamitieSj 
they were often assa^sLtiated by the Dutch 
peasantry. From this dismal scene of suf¬ 
fering and privation—of 'bad faith and hos¬ 
tility shown to them by those wlio had 
solicited their assistance and confederation^ 
they were at length relieved by their reach¬ 
ing Bremen. In the spring of 1795, they 
embarhed for England at Brcmerleche on 
the Weser, and soon reached its shores^ 
ready to prove to the world that they had 
not degenerated from their forefathers, the 
victors of Agiacourt, Poictiers, and Crecy— 
of Blenheim, Uamilies, Oudenarde, and 
Malplaquet, but that the bright examples 
of courage and patriotism th^re displayed, 
would be nobly and faithfully imitated by 
their descendants. That the inglorious and 
disastrous affair had not implicated the 
character and credit of the British'soldier, 
we have the impartial teatiniDuy of general 
Jammi, who, in his Hislmr^ Critique et 
MUitaire des Guerres de la RimlutiQRi has 
honourably acknowledged that the affairs 
were all between the bulk of the French 
army and merely the advanced posts of the 
British; and in another passage he adds, 
L^armee Angbise gemissait elle m^me sur 
role singulier qu^on lui fasait jouer;^^ by 
whi^^it expression he infers that the gloi^ of 
the English arms had not been tarnished or 
diminished, but that the gallantry and elB- 
cieucy of the British soldier had been foiled 
and frustrated by the ignorance and hi un- 
del's of the allied commanders; and he 
closes his opinion of those leaders with this 
emphatic expression, that the inefficiency 
and ignorance they exhibited are beneath 
all criticism, however severe/^ 

This inglorious campaign was a series of 
ill-advised and badly executed movements 
on the part of the allied generals; and the 
Freiicli leaders proved that they were equally 
incompetent, as they never availed them¬ 
selves of the opportunity of taking advan¬ 
tage of those errors. The leaders of both 
sides were equally ignorant of the great 
principles of military Bcienee* When you 
design to assail your enemy, or are assailed 
by Ixira, instead of occupying an extensive 
line of operaiious, and adopting the old 
and exploded cordon-system of posts and 
positions, yon should group and concentrate 
yoor forces, ready to attack and overpower 
your foe wdiere he presents his weakest 
points; or if you direct separate divisions 
of your forces against several distant points 
of an enemy’s frontier, you shouhi have 
1 


made prorision for their rapid eonceutra- 
tion when an entrance has-been effected, 
and while the opposing forces are in a state 
of di earn on, which was necessary to guard ! 
against simiiltaueous attacks from different * 
quarters. These great and first principles 
of the science of war were violated by both 
imrties—the assailant and the assailed. 
They Vtere formalists and pedants in the 
science; men of mere routine, devoted ex¬ 
clusively to one-sided views of their art. i 
The consequence was, the one was. disconi* 
fited, and the other was unable to derive all 
the advantages which fortune presented him. 

Thus ended Wellington's virst Flemisit 
CAMFAiON, or, in Tuore subdued language, 
his first military services on the great 
prize-fighting stage of Europe/^ as Sterne, 
iu hia Trbirjim Skandp^ makes his hero, 
“ My Uncle Tobystyle Flanders. In it hr 
gave the first dawn of that reputation which 
Ims filled the whole horizon of the civilized 
world with its splendour and effulgence; and 
in it, while he “heard those grand sounds 
with which he was to have so long and so 
glorious a famifiarity in after life—thc dis¬ 
tant boom of the hostile gun, the rough 
thunder of batteries of cannon, the rolling 
of musketry, the tread of columns, the 
trampling of squadrons, and the dauntless 
cheers, the loud hurrah of those soldiers 
whom, under happier auspices, and on a 
more glorious theatre of action, he was so 
often to lead against the enemies of his 
country, and to guide to victory and glory’^ 
—lie first learned and put into practice 
that' “patientia inediac, algoris, vigili^e, 
supra cuiquam ci'edibilis/^ which laid the 
foundation of his iron constitution,” and 
contributed, in conjunction with his ex¬ 
traordinary sagacity and well-poised mind, 
to save Europe from the most galling and 
tyrauBOus subjugation. 

On the retm'ii of the British army to 
England, colonel Wellesley, as soon as the 
33rd was reported fit for service, embarked 
(1795) with his regiment on an expedition 
fitted out against the French for the West 
Indies, lint the fleet being repeatedly driven 
back by tempests, before it could pro¬ 
ceed on its destination, the colonel and his 
regiment (1796) were ordered to India, which 
destination they reached in February, 1797. 

Thus," as a tasteful biogi’apher of the 
duke has observed, “ a star which might 
have set early in the west in obscurity— 
perhaps in death—arose in the east with 
I life and brightness,” 
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A,i}. 1790,] DUKE OF WELLINGTON* [tndian solbtery* 


THE INDIAN CA^ITAIGXS. 


► From the Bwamps and dykes of Hoilandj 
m which he had given an earnest of the 
futuTe eminence fie was destined to attain, 
we have now to accompany Wellington to 
the sultry and burning plains of Hindustan* 
on which he was to ky the foundation, and 
display that superiority of talent and genius 
which was to entitle him to rank among 
the most consummate masters of military 
science. 

As it has been correctly said, mnch mis¬ 
conception has been entertained respecting 
Asiatic warfare and Asiatic soldiers. It is 
generally supposed that Asiatic armies are 
mere hordes of undisciplined barbarians— 
that the Asiatic soldier has but little bodily 
power and personal prowess—“ is an effemi¬ 
nate, silken slave, whose nen^es tremble at 
the report of a cannon but the bloody and 

severe combats which the armies of India 
have maiutained with the hardy and veteran 
troops of Europe, tlia fierce impetuosity of 
their assaults and attacks, led and directed 
by French officers and British deserters, of 
whom more than three-fourths of the offi¬ 
cers ofTippoo Saib and the Mahrattapowers 
consisted, prove that this fancy picture^' 
is not true. Both in ancient and modern 
times, the Asiatic soldiers have shown that 
they are not deficient either in physical 
courage and energy, or in ability to support 
fatigue and privation. They resisted, in a 
guccession of well-contested engagements, 
AJexauderis ai'mjy consisting of 120,000 
1 men, whom he had collected as he traversed 
I the various regions in liis march to India, 
In the Mysore, Mahratta, Nepaulese, and 
Sikh wai's, they have shown all the requi¬ 
sites of the solffiexv either in the battle-field 
I or in the breach of fortified places. And 
I a very high mOitary authority tells us, that 
) in the best requisites of a soldier, the 
i Indian auxiliary might serve as a model to 
I ! every service in Europe/'* In the field, 

I I the sepoy soldier emulates bis European 
■ comrades in gallantly and discipline; and 
j in the camp he surpasses them in sobriety 
I and good conduct. In danger the Hindu 
I exhibits a calm resolution which no reverses 
can overturn; want and suffering never 
induce him to desert his officei's; and death 
alone detaches him from his colours, which, 
whether in victory or defeat, he regards with 

I 


a clevotion that borders on idolatry* The 
fidelity of the Hindu soldier is never to be 1 
shaken ; the stronpst human tie, even that 1 
of kindred or affinity, never induces him to i 
swerve from his duty* W hen circmostances 
require the sacrifice, he seals his loyalty j 
with liis life, and abandons everything but | 
his faith* Numerous are the instances in ' 

wdiicli the Hindu soldiers liave showm tlie | 

most devoted affection for then officers* i 
During the march of Baillie^s army, in 
1790, across the country, after their sur¬ 
render to Tippoo Saib, the Hindu privates, 
w^ho were kept separate from their officers, i 
in hopes that they might be induced to 
accept service under the sultaun, often swam, 
during the night, tanks and rivers, by which ' 
they were separated from their officers, to I 
cai^' them a part of their pittance of pro- ' 
visions. In Malcolm^s Life of Lord Clive, , 
we are told that 'when provisions were 
becoming scarce in the fort of Arcot, when I 
besieged by Morari Row, the sepoys pro- | 
posed that Clive should limit them to'canjec, 
the water in which the rice is boiled, and 
which resembled very thick gruel, Itis,*^ 
said they, sufficient for our support; the 
Europeans require the grain,^^ But warm 
and devoted afleefcioTi is not the only good 
I feeling displayed by the Hindu soldier; his 
fidelity and attachment to the military point 
of honour is unalterable, and greater than 
he bears to his country or Iciodred, or even 
his religion. When Warren Hastings 
engaged at Benares, in his dispute with 
Cheyte Sing, not a corps showed any reluc- 
tance to engage the rajah and the people 
of Benares; not a single case of desertion 
occurred, though the sepoys engaged in 
the suppression of the insurrection were, 
for the most part, men of the same tribe 
and country as those against whom they 
acted; many of them were natives of Be- i 
nares and the siuTounding districts, and, | 
as such, had been accustomed to consider 
Cheyte Sing as their legitimate prince. In 
the mutiny also occasioned at Yellore by i 
the iujudicions order to reduce the beard ^ 
aud mustachios of the sepoys to a regular" 
standard, the swords of the Dative Madras 
cavalry were as deeply stained as those of 
the 19th dragoons, in the blood of their 
mutinous coLiutrymen* And in the insur- 
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1 rection at Cabool, and during the siege of 
Jellalabad, the fidelity of the native portion 
[ of the troops eiigfiged in that ill-fated afiairj 
remained imshahen amidst the severe pri^ 

1 vations and suflerings to which they were 

1 esposed, notwithstanding the most insidi' 
ous endeavours were repeatedly made by; 
the enemy to seduce them from thek alle¬ 
giance. 

The capture of Indian fortresses and tow¬ 
ering strongholdg, alao^ is not that easy 
and harmless aflair that many persons sup¬ 
pose it to be. Many of tlie fortresses in 
the Indian peninsula are very strong^ and 
had they been properly defended^ would 
have been difficult to capture^ often abso^ 
lately impregnable. They are occasionally 
situated on rocks that present a pependicular 
face varying in height from 80 to 100 feetj 
and sometimes the walls of those foi-tresses 
are 40 feet in heightj without a rampart, 
and therefore afford no room to stand upon, 
or means for descent, “ It is quite fear¬ 
ful/' says the eloquent author of Reeollectmis 
in India^ to stand upon tlie walls which 
oar soldiers have mounted in hot blood and 
carried by escalade in our Indian w'ars/' 
Another reason, also, of popular apatliy and 
indifference on this subject is, that Indian 
warfare is not deemed so glorious as that 
which takes place on the theatre of Etu’ope, 
and that Indian nomenclature is not so 
grateful and musical to the ear as that of the 
classical vocabularies of Europe. Ahmed- 

nuggar and Gawilglmr are not quite so eu¬ 
phonious as Puentes d'Onore, Talavera de 
la lleyna/' or those classical and historical 
associations, the sound and mention of 
which aftbrd delight and satisfiiction to the 
refined and cultivated mind. But to resume 
the narrative. 

At the time of tlie arrival of colonel Wel¬ 
lesley in India, the British interests in that 
quarter of the globe were environed wltb 
perils and difficulties. Il^he greater part of 
the native powers were either avowedly ini- 
luical, or secretly disposed to assume a has- 

• Among the other displays of his haWed of tlie 
Ejighiih, lni citused the walls of the houses in tlie 
priaeipal streets of Sena^apatam, to be ornamented 

1 with riide paintings cancatiinng the English, In 
one place there was a tiger sekmg a trembiing Eng- 
Ushmati j irt another, there was a Mysorean horseman 
nvallitig the feats of Autor, and cutting off two or 
•tliree English Iseads at a stroke j and in other places, 
there were Englishniea placed in positions, and sub¬ 
jected to trelUmeiu too disgusting for description. 
But he tooK good earn to have these exhibitions of 
\ his silly and impotent rage erased as much as possi¬ 
ble when ho found that his eapiUii was to be invested 

n 

tile attitude, when a favouraljle opportunity 
offered; and in this disposition they were 
encouraged by the agency and intrigues of i 
French emissaries. Tijtpoo Saib, the snltaun j 
of the Alysore, inheriting the deadly and 
immitigable liatred (a feeling tliat the loss ^ 1 
of half his domiuiousj by virtue of tlie treaty ! 
of Seringapatam, in IfyS, with Lord Corn- 
walhs, had rendered more bitter and ran- ; 
corouSj) which liis fierce and semi-barbarous 
father, Hyder Ah, had mauifested in life, 
and recommended in deatli, carried his viu- ] 
dietive spirit to so great a degree of frenzy, | 

that he was constantly indulging his fancy , 

in sebemes of vengeance, and devising plans I 
fur inflicting the moat cruel torments on his 
foemen, the English, whom he contemptu¬ 
ously termed Nazareues.'' Some of hk 
devices, to indicate this spirit, were as sin¬ 
gular as tlicy w'ere cliildish. Among the 
curiosities found in tlie Jaindar Kliana at 
the capture of Seringapatam, was a piece of 
mechauism, or big toy, for his amusoment, ’ 
representing a tiger in-the act of teaiung to i 
pieces the body of a Nazarene j and when it 
was put into motion, a liideous noise issued | 
from the raouth of the victim, and its arms | 
were raised as if in supplication, intended to ‘ 
represent the growls of the tiger, and to ex¬ 
press the agonies of the suffermgs of its vic¬ 
tim, This curiosity is now deposited in the 
Museum of the East India llouse, in Leud- 
enhaU-street; bat it is greatly deranged by 
the freqaent attempts of the visitants to put 
it into motioix.=^ A copy of one of his letters = 
to the French Directory was also found in 

Ms bureau, in which he says that, a . 

short time, not a Nazarene should be found* ■ 
in India,” but that Jill the accursed ones ' 
sliould be sent to lielU” So bitter and im- , | 
placable was his liatred of the British nation, : 
that it was, as sir Hector Muuro informs us, 
death for any man to be known as one 
who could speak or read English.” His , 
hatred of that nation, and its expulsion from , 
India, were the ruling passions of his heart, i 
the mainspring of his policy, the fixed fun- ; 

by the British army, by havipgHhe whole of the walls • 
whitewashed. Those iliat remained on the walls of j 
the tyranps superb mausoleum, still appear unoblite- | 
rated by time and wcaiher, having been retouched ^ 
liy colonel Wellesley’s orders, and those of successive ' 
governors of SeTmgapatam, as a memarial of "fippoo’s 
cruel and tdiidtcuve disposition. Sir Arthur also I 
■ caused tlie native reprcseDtAticns of Baillie’s defeat j 
(which were highly exaggerated lo the prejudice of | 
the English), exhibited in one of the lialfs of the j 
' palace of IMolut Bang* hi wliich he resided during | 

‘ his governorship* of SeringapntaTn, to be renovated, ; 

, ^ and restored to their original cuudition. j 
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damcHtal pnnciple of his coimcik and 
government To indicate his tiger-like fero- 
eity towards the English, and perpetuate the 
recollection of the hatred which actuated his 
heart from the cradle to the grarc, lie altered 
the imperial crest of the e]ei>hantj which his 
father, Hydcr, had adopted on hia iisnrpa* 
tion of the Mysorean throne, to the emblem 
of the tiger; and caused the same emblema¬ 
tic representation to be emblaEonecl on every- 
tiling about his palace, as an indicative tes¬ 
timony of Ills lierce and bitter intentiom,^ 
To put his designs into execution, he had 
recourse to the profoundest intrigue, prac¬ 
tised the deepest duplicity and cunning, and 
spared no exertions and coBtrivauces, to be 
in a condition to compete wdth his enemy. 
For tins purpose, he secretly dispatched 
envoys to M* Malartie, the goveinor of tlie 
I Mauritius, or Isle of France, soliciting the 
aid of men and arms ; and was, at the same 
I time, in correspondence with Buonaparte, 

, tlien at Cairo with the army of Egj’^pt* 
AMiile practising these secret machinations, 
he professed to the British goverament in 
India, that it was the desire of his heart 
to pay every regard to truth aUd equity, and 
to stTcngtheu tiie foundations of harmony 
and justice between the two nations,’^ At 
the same time, he put his aimy into an effi¬ 
cient state, by the introduction of the itn- 
' proved system of Euroiiean tactics; and tiiis 
he was enabled to accomplish by the great 
encoui’agement and reward cf French officers. 

, IIis infantry was tolerably disciplined and 
appointed, Ms artiJlerj eflective, liis cayalrv 
active and courageous; and though tliclast^ 
j mentioned forca was unequal to repel the 
j combined charge of European cavalry, they 
1 were, as irregulars, farm idahle from their rapid 
I movements, sudden assault, and celerity of 
I retreat. His European, or French force, 
sent by Malartie, consisted of ten officers, 
i ninety privates, and four hundred and fifty 
I half-castes and Caffres. Prior, however, to 
their arrival, he had a considerable body of 
Frenchmen, under M. Lally, in his service. 

And the siiltauii of the Mysore was not 
the only enemy that the British had to con¬ 
tend witli iu tliat critical and ouiinons aspect 
of their Oriental aliairs. Besides the alliance, 
offensive and defensive, which he had entered 
into with the French Directory, he had, by 

• Uis name, in tlie native dialect, means tiger* 
He called his soldiers “ tigers of wartigers were 
bis pets, and often liis execiitionei^* The attendant 
that ofTended him/or the prisoner that was brought 
uito his presence, was not unfxequendy turned into a 


-his intrigue, stirred up enemies throughout 
tile Indian peninsula against the British 
interests, and his emissaries were aided in 
their endeavours by the numerous French 
adventurers who were in the service of the 
d i fferent native powers. The Mahratta chiefs, 
Scmciiah and Holkar, the lajah of Berar, 
and Zemaun Schah, prince of Candahru* and 
Cabool, were either avowed or secret ene¬ 
mies. 

To meet these difficulties, lord Morning- 
ington, the eldest brother of the duke, and 
afterwards marquis Wellesley, the new gov¬ 
ernor-general, OB his arrival in India, Slay 
22nd, 1798, directed all the energies of his 
mind. He had the sagacity not only to dis¬ 
cover the secret niachinations of the native 
powers, hut he possessed the wisdom and 
decision requisite to concert measures to 
disconcert and counteract tliera. 

Haring failed in liis endeavours to effec¬ 
tuate amicable relations with Tippoo, and 
convinced of his duplicity and dissimula¬ 
tion, he made vigorous preparations for war* 
He streogthened his alliances with tho 
ni^m (the soubaUdar, or chief prince in 
the Deccan), and the peisliwah, tfie head 
of the Maliratta states; obtained the sur¬ 
render of the Frencli sobsidiaiy force in I 
the service of the first mentioned prince, at ! 
Hyderabad; and to obviate the consequences ! 
which had compelled lord Cornwallis to 
hrcalt up the siege of Scringapatam, in 
1791, on accoimt of the sudden rising of 
the river Cauvery, he ordered all the dis¬ 
posable forces (about 19,000 infantry, and 
2,700 cavalry, of which force 6,50U were i 
Europeans,) timt were encamped at Walla- ' 
jabad, under the temporary command of 
colonel '\^^el]cs]ey, until general Harris as¬ 
sumed the command, to liold themselves in 
readiness to advance, so as to be able to 
terminate the siege of the capital, before 
the monsoon, or rainy season should set 
in; as from the swelling of the rivers 
from the rain, it would be impossible for an 
army to approach that city, from the month ; 
of June to the month of December. A 
Bombay force, under lieutenant-general | 
Stuart, amountitig to 6,400 men, of whom | 
1,600 were Em'opeaus, had been assembled , 
at Caxmamore, a town on the Malabar | 
coast, about one hundred miles south-west 

barred room, or a large cage, and tigers were let | 
ioo-ie upon him. Tigtrs were even his guardians 
and body-guai^ds* On ihe capture of the fortress, a 
large tiger iras found cboineci near the door pf his i 
treasury'* 
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of Seriiigapatam, for the purpose of acting 
in combination with the Carnatic army. 
Two other divisions of 5^000 and LOOO rncu, 
under lieutenaut-colQuels Reid and Browiij 
'-rere also in motion, from the soutlaern dis¬ 
tricts of the CarnatiCj for the purpose of 
gathering in the fruits and resources of the 
productive coiiutry of Barrahmahal, io order 
to bring supplies to tlie grand army through 
the Caverypooram Pass. The preparations 
for the campaign being completed, war 
was declg-rcd, and the Carnatic and Bom¬ 
bay armies received orders to march upon 
Seringapatam. 

The Carnatic army reached the frontier 
on the 4th of Hai^ch, 1799, and, on the ; 
5th, crossing the boundary line, invaded 
the Mysore territories. Colonel Wellesley , 
commanded the Nizam contingent, together 
with the 11th, the SSrd, and part of the 
2nd and 4th British regiineiits, two bat¬ 
talions of native infantry, and two brigades 
of artillery; amounting in all to eleven 
battalions. 

Tip poo, determining to be the assailant, 
broke up his cantonments before Seringa- 
pat am, and marched with the elite of his 
army to attack the Bombay division of Bri¬ 
tish troops, before it could"eftect a junction 
with the Carnatic force. liaving ciwsed the 
boundary or frontier line of his own terri¬ 
tories, he an the 5 th of March encamped in 
an extensive plain north‘east of Peiiapatam, 

; and on the 6th, having stimulated his 
'"tigers of war/^ {11,000 men of all arms), 
as he called them, with opium and bang, , 
made turioiis and repeated attacks on the 
rear and in front of colonel Montressor^s 
brigade, coasistyig of four native battaliouB, 
amoimting to 2,000 men, posted near the 
village of Seedaseer, and which was about 
eight miles in advance of the main body, 
and the park and provisions encamped at 
Seedapoor, a post not above three or four 
Tnarches from Scringapatam; but on the 
advance of general Stuart, with the 77th 
; Enropean regiment, and two flank com¬ 
panies of the 75th, to the assistance of 
^lontressor and his gallant brigade of 
I sepoys, who had sustamed the unequal con¬ 
test for near six hours, and whose ammuni- 
' tion was almost expended, he was compelled 
' to retreat with precipitation through the 
jiingles, and with the loss of 1,500 men, to 
his original encampment; from which he 
retired on the 11th to Scringapatam. 

The Carnatic army, having reduced several 
hill-forts on its march, crossed, oh the 23tli, 
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the Can very, by the ford of Sosilay; wiiiie i 
^ Tippoo, wlio on the 14th had bro^ up his ; 
cantonments at Seringapatamj and moved 
for^vards to meet that army, was waiting 
with the main body of his forces at t!ie 
ford of Arakery, thinking that the passage 
would be attempted there. On the ad¬ 
vance of the Carnatic army to Mallavelly, 
(March 27th,) the army of the sultaun was 
observed, drawn up in order of battle, on 
the high-road to the westwai^d of that vil- i j 
h^e, having bivouacked on the. preceding 
night on the left bank of the Maddoor. 1 
Tippoo, opealng a distant cannonade from 
the elevated position upon which the My¬ 
sorean army was posted, an engagement 
immediately emued; iu which the aro:ty of 
Tippoo was routed, with the loss of one thou- 
santl killed. In that engagement, colonel 
Wellesley, observing a favourable oppor¬ 
tunity of turning the right flank of the 
enemy, formed his division into echellon 
of battalions, and advanced to the attack. 
The 33rd regiment advanced against 2,000 
of the best disciplined of the tnrbaned 
infantry—Tippoo^s favourite “cushooa”— 
and when within fifty paces, having received 
the enemy^s fire, delivered its own with 
the most decisive effect; and immediately 
charging with the bayonet, auuihikted the 
whole of their enemies. At the same time, 
general Floyd seizing ihU critical moment, 
ordered a charge of cavalry, by which great 
numbers of the enemy were destroyed, sis I 
standards taken, and the retreat of the ! 
Mysorean army became general. The loss 
of the Anglo-Indian army was sixty-six in ! 
killed, wounded, aud prisoners; that of 1 
Tippoo near 2,000. | 

On the 1st of April, the Anglo-Indian 
army was within twelve miles of Seringa- 
patum ; and on the 5th took up its ground , 
in front of that city. The encampnient ^ 
was made at the distance of 3,500 yards ! 
or paces from the western face of the ' 
works, amidst the topes or groves (which ! 
were thickly planted with cocoa, arcka, 
betel, and bamboo trees) ; and, because a 
bastion constructed at the north-west angle, 
which had been selected for lord Corn- 
walbak attack in 1791, furnished a fire 
which swept the whole extent of the two 
faces, the south-west front of the fortress 
was selected as the point of attack. Many f 
improvements and additions had been made 
to the works since the English army lay 
last under them ; an idea of the extent of ^ 
which may be formed from tlie cireum- ! 
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staTicOj that 6^000 men liad been constantly 
at work on the fortifications during the last 
I I six years. Since the last sicge^ a new line 
of entrenchments had been constructed 
I 1 within 700 yards of the walls. Between 
I these works and the river, Tippoo had eu- 
I camped nearly the whole of his infantry. 

I The town of Seringapatam, in the native 
I language called Paiam^ and in their maps 
Sre Eanffa Pat^Enu^ stands on an angle of 
an island formed by the junction of the 
rivers Cauvery and Coleroon, which break- 
ing against the rocks, separates itself into 
two streams, one flowing on each side of 
the city walls. Two walls encircle the town. 
The population at that time exceeded 
I 150,000 souls, and the garrison amounted 
to above 20,000 men. 

As several ruined villages, and an aque¬ 
duct terminating in a tope or grove, called 
I the Sultauu-pettahj in front of the British 
i camp, presented the enemy the means of 
effecting advantageous lodgments, on the 
night of the encampment a body of troops 
, under major-general Baird, was detached to 
I scour it. This was effected without opposi¬ 
tion, but that officer missing his way, found 
that he was marching into the euemy^s lines, 

I instead of returning to his cantonments. 

1 The serious mistake was first discovered by 
! lieutenant Lambton, an officer on his staff, 

I who, observing from the stars, that they 
were marching in a northerly direction in¬ 
stead of a southerly (a mistake which would 
have brought the party direct on the fort 

• The following note written to general Hai™ 
I on receiving the order for the attack, is no indifferent 
I prestige of the military genius which the duke sub- 
I ficquetitly so eminently displayed. 

**31Y i)EAE SiR,—I 'do not know where you mean the 
post to be established, and shall therefore be obliged 
I to you, if you will do me the favour to meet nie this 
afternoon in front of the lines, and show it to me. 

I In the mean time, I wilt order my battalions to be 
in readiness. Upon looking at the tope aa I came 
in just now, it appeared to me that when you get 
possession of the bank of the nullah, you have the 
tope as a matter of course, as the latter is in the 
rear of the former. However, you are the best 
' judge, and I shall be ready.—I am, my dear ah', your 
I most faithful servant, I 

I ** AETHUit Wellesley.” 

I t At the time, much ill-natured and misapplied 
criticism took place on colonel Wellesley^s first 
attack on the Sultaiin-pettah, and silly comparisons 
w'ere made between his failure and Baird's scouring 
the post the preceding night, without any loss. 
The cireumstance excited the sneers of the find- 
fault writers of the time, and is still alluded to by 
those liberalised patriots who love to depreciate their 
country's military renown. But wdtJiout alluding to 
I the hazardous nature of night-attacks, especially 
I when the enemy is prepared and waiting for you, 
VOL. r, c 


of Seringapatam), Baird, who had a pocket 
compass with him, putting a fire-fly upon 
the glass, ascertained his mistake; when, 
halting his party, he faced about in order to 
regain the British camp, which he reached 
about four o^clock in the morning. 

^ On the following day, a part of the posi¬ 
tion in front of the enemy^s advanced posts, 
being assailed from the pettah and the ad¬ 
joining ruined villages, witii a hot fire of 
musketry and rockets, colonels Wellesley 
and Shaw were ordered to dislodge the 
assailants. The attack was made in the 
night, Shaw cairied the village, and had 
established himself in the nullali or water¬ 
course; but the entire chain of posts, 
forming tlie tope, village, and euclosurc, 
was so strongly fortified, and so resolutely 
defended, that 'Wellesley was repulsed.^ ' 
The attack, however, being renewed on the ' 
follomng morning, by the Scotch brigade 
and two battalions of sepoys under colonel 
Wellesley, for the purpose of supporting 
Shaw in the post wdiicli he had retained ' 

during the night, as also for the recovery I 

of the tope, &c., the enemy abandoned his 
whole line of defences, or chain of posts, ^ 
along the front of the besieging army, from 
the river on the left to the village of Sultauii- 
pettah on the right; and thus a ready-made 
first parallel was obtained to commence the 
approaches against the fortress, within 1,800 
yards of the works, and exteuding tw^o 
miles.f The business of the siege now 
went on vigorously. 

tfie best answer is to be found in the following- ' | 
playful remark of one capable of explaining the j 
cause of such failures Men moving gently in the ' i 
dark, may consult the stars, and read theii’ higli | 
decrees; but nothing disturbs planetary observations ' 
more llian a shower of musketry, accompanied with ' ^ 
a flight of rockets." Tlie fabulous circumstances 
alluded to by the late Mi*. Theodore Il6ok, in his | 
I,{fe of JBairdi and adopted by 3Ir, Alison in his 

of J^tirope^ ant! the startling scene which , 
they credulously state to have taken place early in 
the morning of the 6th, partake, as a judicious i 
writer has properly said, of the same character 
as those which are generally related of the early 
career of nearly every brilliantly successful general. j 

We have seen," adds the same writer, “ in French ' 

books, and have heax'Cl from French lips, stories I 

about youn|: Buonaparte's skulking at tlie siege of 1 

Toulon, during which lie first made his name known ' 

to the world," 3fr. Hook's story of colonel 3Vel- j 

lesle/s being frightened, spreading like wild-fiie ' | 
through the camp," and Mr. Alison's tale of his 
falling fast asleep upon a dining-table after his return i 

from the night attack on the pettah, are as fabulous , , 
as “ the solemn -whispers" which Mr. Lushington, in 
his Lifo of Lord IlarriSj facetiously tells us he , 
heard “ in the Poligar counties, in 1800, to the 
same effect,” 
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On the 9tli, Tippoo being disappointed 
in his expectations of assistance on a large 
scale, from the governor of the Isle of 
France, addressed the following note to 
general Harris:— 

'* Tippoo Soltaon to Gekebai Harbis. 

“ The governor-general, lord Mornington, sent me 
a letter, the copy of which is inclosed. You will 
understand it I have adhered firmly to treaties. 
TV hat, then, is the meaning of the advance of the 
English armies, and Uie occurrence of hostilities? 
Inform me." 

^ To this laconic and peremptory commu¬ 
nication, which, in style and spirit, bears a 
similitude to Napoleon'^s composition, though 
free from his inflation and magniloquence 
of language, general Harris referred the 
sultaon for an answer to the letters he had 
received from the govemor-general. The 
British chief’s reply was as brusque and as 
oriental in style as that of Tippoo 

"Your letter, enclosing a copy of the governor- 
general’s letter, has been received. For the advance 
of the English and allied armies, 1 refer you to llie 
several letters of the goveruor-general, which are 
sufficiently explanatory on the subject. 'VVhat need 
I say more ?’’ 

The Bombay army joined on the 14.th, 
and took up its position on the north bank 
of the river. On the 20th a battery was 
opened to enfilade the front of the fortress 
against which the attack was directed ; and 
on the evening of that day a parallel was 
opened within 780 paces* of the works. 
The same day presented the contending- 
chiefs with another opportunity of display¬ 
ing the peculiar style of oriental diplomatic 
literatui'e, in the communications which 
piKsed between them; Tippoo’a note ending 
with the concluding sentence of his firsl 
communication—" What can I say more ?” 

and general Harris’s Avith that'of his_ 

“ What need I say more ?” 

On the morning of the 22iid, the gar¬ 
rison made a furious sortie, with C,000 
infantry, and the French auxiliary corps, 
under Lally, but was repulsed with the loss 
of above 600 in killed and wounded. On 
the 26th, the -working parties being much 
annoyed by the fire from a line of intrench- 
mente in possession of the enemy, colonel 
Wellesley being ordered to dislodge them, 
advanced -with two columns, under the cover 
of a cannonade, and effected the object. 
On the 30th, the first breaching batteiy was 
opened on the south-west bastion of the 
fortress; and on the 3rd of May, the breach 
in the fausse-braie, or outer work, for 
securing the covered way and the fosse. 


being reported practicable, an immediate 
assault was determined on. 

In the course of the night, the scaling- 
ladders, fascines, gabions, sand-bags, and 
other necessary maicriel for the assault, 
were conveyed into the trenchesj and before 
dawn of the following morning, the troops 
selected for the assault moved thither. The 
storming party consisted of about 4,400 
men, of whom 2,500 were Europeans, and 
was distributed into two columns, the right 
commanded by licntenaut-colonel Sher¬ 
brooke, and the left by lieutenant-colonel 
Dunlop; major-general Baird having the 
chief command. The reserve corps, con¬ 
sisting of the foreign (Meuron’s) regiment 
and four battalions of Sepoys, were posted 
in the advanced ti'cnclics, under the com¬ 
mand of colonel Wellesley. The instruc¬ 
tions for the assault w'cre—^that after the 
breach was carried, the storming party was 
to file off to the right and left along the 
ramparts, and sweeping them, to enter the 
body of the town. The time chosen for 
the assault was one o’clock (May 4th), an 
hour selected, because, to avoid the meri¬ 
dian infiuence of the sun, the native of the 
East then indulges in sleep and repose. But 
in that expectation the assailants were dis¬ 
appointed; for instead of finding the gar¬ 
rison buried in sleep, they found it readv to 
receive them. 

At the hour appointed, the troops, " hot, 
panting, breathless for the signal,” moved 
from the trendies, crossed tlie rocky bed 
of the river under a very heavy fire, passed 
the glacis and ditch, and rushing up the 
ruins, crossed the breach, and, after a brief 
struggle with a few gallant Mysoreans on 
the slope, planted the British colours on 
its summit. The face of the wide breach 
was soon covered with assailants, who, on 
entering the rampart, filed off to the right 
and left, driving the enemy before them. 
The left division could not have passed the 
ditch, filled with water, between the inner 
and outer ramparts, had it not been for 
the scaffolding winch had been raised for 
the use of the workmen who had been re¬ 
pairing the Avails. On that side the assail¬ 
ants met with a vigorous opposition. The 
last resistance was in and round the prin¬ 
cipal mosque, where the carnage was very 
great, the resistance of the true Mussulmen, 
who would neither flee nor surrender, having 
been deadly and desperate. The aultaun, 
who is said to have been the last man to 
quit the traverses, as they were successively 
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carried^ was found dead, pierced with four 
wounds, three in Ms body and one in his 
I head, among a heap of slain, under the sally¬ 
port or covered gateway that leads into the 
mterior of the fort,* Despite the wounds, 
the siiltaun's countenance wore an expres¬ 
sion of stern composure* This iutrepid war¬ 
rior, when news was brought him that the 
assault was made, hastily washing his hands, 

and consSeralile eiiergjf of character! he proved^in 
the siege of bis capital his incapacity and uniitness as 
a leader. Instead of exerting himself, and animat¬ 
ing his troops by his presence and example, lie 
merged the character of the general in that of the 
sharpshooter, employing himself in discharging from 
behind a traverse carhines handed to hira ready 
loaded by his sen^ants* He was destitute of the 
military character and enterprising boldness of his 
father Hyder. Had he possessed either, instead of 
the formal attack on the Seda seer post, he would 
suddenly and secretly hare pushed forward under 
the cover of the jungle, and have taken Montressoris 
brigade by surprise. Instead, also, of becoming the 
assailant at Malkvelly, and attacking his opponent 
in the open field, he would have laid waste the coun* 
try, harassed the outposts, intercepted the supplies, 
strengthened his hill-forts, and maintained a desul¬ 
tory warfare; w'ith Ms description of troops, and the 
diaracler of the enemy to whom he was opposed, no 
other mode promised a chance of success. In his 
I misjudged plans, he forgot tlie mode of strategetics 
' which had been adopted by his father Hyder, and 
aad been the means of promoting his success, "VVlien 
that chief lain was upbraided with co’wardiee by a 
British officer who pursued lumj ho coolly replied, 
“ Give me the sort of troops you command, and your 
wish for battle shall soon be gratified* You will 
understand my mode of warfare in time. Shall I 
risk my cavahy, which cost me one thousand rupees 
each, agahist your cannon-balls ivhich did not cost 
you two pice {a currency of almost only nominal 
value)* Ko j I will march your troops tilf their legs 
shall become the sixe of their bodies. You shall not 
have a blade of grass, or a di'op of water. I shall 
hear of you every time your drum beats, hut you 
sliall not know ■where I am once a month* I will 
give your army battle, but it shall he when I please, 
not when you desire it/' Had Tippoo adopted his 
father's strateg)^ better success might Iiave attended 
I his measures* But he wus wholly incompetent to 
the task; he possessed no raOitaj^ talent, nor any 
i of the qualities that adorn the soldier* He ivas a 
I ruthless and wa^'ward barbarian j cruel, vindictive, 

I and remorseless. The whole of the prisoners taken 
during the siege, were either hacked to pieces, or 
I put to death by having nails driven into their skulls, 

I or their necks twisted in a sudden and violent man- 
' ner, so as to dislocate the vertebraB* Baird, who bod 
I been among those who surrendered under general 
: Matthews, had been kept chained in a dungeon 
I during three years, liis only brother, Kerim Saheb, 

! had sighed away, in a dungeon, Uie prime of Kfe, 

; beneath a ■^'eight of bolts and fetters rivetted on him 
I by his brothers hand* The cruel punishments he 
I inflicted, often on the most groundless suspicions, 

I put an end to all private correspondence in his 
' dominions; his nearest relations dared not venture 


[beath op tippoo saib* ! j 

called for his arms, and while hiickliug on ^ 
his sword, was told that Syed Goffer, his 
best officer, was killed. Syed Goffer was ' 
never afraid of death!” was his exclama¬ 
tion ; “ let Mohammed Cassini take charge 
of his division.” And with tliese words 
he went hastily forth to meet the assault. 

On the evening of the assault the hotly of ' 
the sttltaun was conveyed, with military | 

to write to one another; their only communication 
w'as by verbal messages. On his succession to the 
throne, he compelled all the European soldiers in 
his dominions to submit to the Maliommedan rite of 
circumcision, and hanged those w'ho refused to sub¬ 
mit, Of those Hindu women who would not adopt 
the Mahommedan custom of covering the bosom, he 
cut off the breasts, and exposed them to the greatest 
indignities. He occasionally gratified his cruel and 
vindictive disposition on an e.xteiisive and systematic 
scale. When bis prisoners, confined in the bungalow 
built on the summit of the Nundydroog rock, w Inch 
was above 1,200 feet in pei’pendlcular height above 
the level of the plain, became too numerous, they 
w’ere thrown over the precipice, and left to he de¬ 
voured by wild beasts. From the sanio rock he, on 
one occasion, cast several hundred sepoys, sewn up 
in sacks, who had been taken prisoners, because they 
refused to enter his service. And he w as as capri¬ 
cious as he was cruel and vindictive. He indulged 
Ills whhns of change and innovation to so great an 
excess, that he almost alienated even his Mahomme- 
dan subjects. He changed the dates of the ancient 
Mahommedan festivals, gave new names to the days 
and mouths—to w'elghtg, mcasiiresi coins, forts, 
towns, and offices, civil and military; in fact, he 
changed everything—government, law, religious in¬ 
stitutions, and military tactics. His vanity ivas 
equal to bia cruelty and caprieiousness* Besides 
keeping in pay a corps of authom to record his ex¬ 
ploits, be was an author him seif i and never executed 
or meditated an evil deed, without ivriiing himself, | 
or causing to be written, some pedantic proclama¬ 
tion, treatise, or book, to extol bis project. The 
book entitled Khu/ of Ilisiortes^ found in his 
palace at the storming of his capital, and which con¬ 
tains orientally exaggerated accounts of hia bravery 
and exploits, and alludes to general Macleod's curious 
challenge to him, and of course gives a favourable 
version of the aifair in behalf of himself, w^as written 
under his dictation. Y^et this w^as the man whom 
Philip Francis and his coadjutors, in the unjust and 
vindictive prosecution of 'VVarren Hastings, desig¬ 
nated as “ an inoffensive prince, sacrificed to English 
ambition and tliii^t of conquest'* In person, Tippoo 
bore some resemblance to Buonaparte* Like him 
he was corpulent j and his bands and feet were re¬ 
markably small, and finely formed. Like him be 
was of temperate habits; fruits,milk, and jellies were 
his principal diet. Like him also he was licentious* 

At the time of the capture of his capital, 620 women 
were found immured within the wails of the zenana; 
and, like Buonaparte, he spent but little time among 
bis female favourites* Like him, w^ar and politics 
■were bis delight; but in mililai'y and diplomatio 
talent, and all the great qualities of the head and heart, 
there was an immeasurable disparity between them* 

In stature, Tippoo was about three mches shorter 
than the French emperor. 
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I honoursj to the mausoleum of Lang Bang, 

I erected to his father, Ilyder Ali. The loss 
j of the garrison, in killed and wounded, 

I ceeded 8,000 men; that of the Anglo-Indian 
1 army, 1,403. During the siege a spent ball 
^ struck colonel Wellcsley^s knee.* 

The booty that fell to the lot of the vic- 
I tors was immense. The succession of quad- 
I I'angles filled with ranges of storehouses 
and magazines in the Jamdar Khana, were 
stored with jewels, gold and silver plate 
and ornaments, costly fii'e-anns and swords, 
china, looking-glasses, pictures, telescopes, 
&c. The shawls, muslins, silks, satins, 
velvets, and rich gold and silver cloths 

• I lie escnjjes from are often owing to 

very triviiil circumstances. A button, a piece of 
money in the pocket, the handle of a watch, and 
locket^ of hair or the image of “ a beloved 
one” deposited iii tlie bosom, have arrested the fatal 
ball in its errand* At the action of the Coa, under 
general Robert Crauford, an officer of the Odth rifles 
happened to be reading a pocket volume of GU Bias, 
and while in tlie middle of one of his interesting 
talcs, when the order iivas issued for the regiment to 
prepare for action, not liking to tlirow his book aivaj-, 
he thrust it into the breast of his jacket. In the 
course of tlie day the friendly burden received a 
musket-ban wliich fate had ordained the heart of the 
reader w^as to have stopped had not the volume inter¬ 
posed its kind offices. Miss Pardoe, in her account 
of the transacLions of her father’s life, entertains her 
readers with the following singular occurrence; 
which proves tliat “ the saving of one’s bacon is 
sometimes the salvation of oneA self.” While eap- 

tain C-of Uie —th regiment, in the Peiunsular 

war, was taking a hasty suack ” the bugle sounded 
for ali to fall in/' 'I he captain having often before 
experienced the i^'oes of being without prog on 
“ glory’s field,” clapped the piece of bacon of which 
he was partaking with his brother officers, into his 
bosom. When “the noble fray” was over, and the 
captain took his “ snack of bacon” out of his breast 
to regale his famished stomach, to his astonishment 
he observed a musket-ball snugly deposited in its 
contents. At the skirmish of Aire, a luusket-ball 
struck one of the buttons of the regimental jacket of 
lieutenant>colonel Dodgin, and entered the groin 
above the right hip. IVhen extracted it bore a 
correct impregsion of the two sixties, the number of 
his regiment. Kincaid, In his entertaining work, 
Mandom Shots of a says, that in the action 

of Sabugal, while he H as addressing a passing remark 
to an officer near him, who, in turning round to 
aiiawcr, raised his right foot, “ I observed a grape- 
shot tear up the earth in the print w hich the foot had 
but that instant left in the mud.” Henry, in his 
Bvenis of a 3IilUa}y Life, tells us of a grenadier of 
the 77tii regiment bavmg been wounded by a rico¬ 
chet ting cannon-ball that was nearly spent, and which 
stiiking the soldier’s knapsack with the tin over 
it, was turned downwards, so that it ploughed its 
way through the soft parts, “ caurjdng the lid of the 
tin before it, which cut every thing down to the 
bone sheer off.” Casbello, in his Jl/enioirs, mentioos 
an instance where a ball w'as aiTested in its passage 
by the serpent or buckle of the leather band that 
13 


I deposited there^ were sufficient to burthen 

500 camels. Tlie value of the jewels of 
the ^enauaj or harem, alone, was estimated 
at a^ croi'o of rupees, equal to a million 
sterling. Gold and diamonds, to a very 
large amonnt, were cai-ried off by tbe soldiers 
from the treasury and the zenana, and vast 
quantities were shared among the captors 
on the spot.f The militaiy stores captured 
were, 530,000lbs. of powder, d-S-ljOOO of 
round shot of different calibres, 99,000 fire¬ 
locks and cai'bines, and 939 pieces of ord¬ 
nance. 

Colonel Wellesley having, on the night 
following the storming of the town, been 

encircles the waist. But vf all the hair-breadth 
escapes of "heads doomed to stop bullets in their 
way, perhaps none exceeds Captain Kincaid’s ac¬ 
count of the officer (lieutenant Worsley of the 95th 

rifles), who, at the storming of Badajos, received a 
rausket-ball in the right ear, ■which came out at the 
back of the neck, and though, after a painful illness, 
he recovered, yet his head got a twist, and he was 
coinplled to wear it looking over the right shoulder, 
until at the battle of ^Vaterloo, receiving a shot in the 
left ear, whicli came out within half-an-inch of his 
former wound in the back of the neck, his iiead was 
set right again. War, however, amidst all it^ hor¬ 
rors, often presents very ludicrous incidents. Few 
of those who shared in the perils and honours—the 
incidents and marvels—of the Peninsular war, but 
are in possession of a store of tliem. Among those 
known to the writer of these notes, tlie following is 
not the least laughable, A capUiu of artillery was 
to be seen walking about the streets of Eayonue 
presenting the following ludicrous plight. A can¬ 
non-shot had shaved off the skirts of hia coat close 
to his posteriors, and as he was nither Dutcli built, 
or squatty set, he looked like a fat cock pheasant 
whose tail had been shot away b}* a bungling sports¬ 
t Some idea may be formed of the amount of 
property that disappeared in this manner from the 
following statement;—»l>r. Mein, of the medical 
deportment, purchased h^om a soldier of the 74th 
regiment, for a mere trifle, two pair of bracelets, set 
with diamonds, the least costly of which was valued 
by a Hydrabad jeweller at £30,000 sterling; the i 
other pair 'was, he declared, of so superlative value, 
that he could not fix a price, Valuable pearls were 
frequently bought in the bazaars from the soldiery for i 
a bottle of spirits.”—JIfr{;br Price’s Journal, “'The 
throne, which consisted of an armed chair, covered 
With a thick plate of gold, encircled with steps silver- 
gdt, and thickly set witli jewels, was sold to general 
Gent, of the engineers, for £2,500; and he obtained 
for the gold and silver alone nearly £25.000.”*-^iAir/. 

1 he canopy was thickly set and decorated with 
jewels and irmges of cosUy peai'ls. A gold figure of a 
bird, co’vered over with the most precious stones, 
V 0 S fastened to the lop of the canopy. Its beak 
was a large emerakl, its eyes were carbmicies, the 
breast was^ covered with diamonds, many large jewels 
were faricifully arranged on its back, and its long 
tad so closely studded with diamonds, that the gold 
was scarcely visible* 
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! appointed governor of the captured eityj 
i immediately proceeded to repress the ex- 
I cesses of the soldiery and protect the iu- 
liahitaiits. On the morning of the 5 th he 
ircnt in person to the houses of the cliief 
inhabitants, placing guards for their pro- 
' tection. He removed the family of the late 
sultaun, and that of his father Hyder, toge- 
I ther with their Eenanas, to Vellore; and 
I for their maintenance a sufficient income 
was allowed. He so restored the confi¬ 
dence of the iahabitantSj and re-established 
order in the city, that in the space of three 
days the townspeople resumed their usual 
occupations, and the town assumed the 
appearance of an eastern fair. He con¬ 
ciliated the adherence of the late sultaun^s 
cliief officers and servants, either by grant¬ 
ing them employment or by pensions. In 
a short time he restored the tranquillity of 
the whole kingdom {to the portion of which 
that had fallen, by virtue of the partition, 
to the lot of the East India Company, he 
had been appointed governor), and the 
I population returned to their peaceful occu- 
' pations, thankful for the happiness and 
I security they enjoyed under the mild ad¬ 
ministration of the company, 
j The conquered dominions were parti¬ 
tioned among the East India Company, the 
j iiizam, and the lineal descendant of the 
i'a|ah of the ancient Hindu dynasty of the 
Jlysore, who had been conquered and 
deposed by Hyder Ali. The claimant of 
I the vacant musuud or throne, was a grand- 
I son of tlie deposed monarcli, and at t(ie 
I time of the partition was not above five years 
I old, and passing his life in great indigence 
! with the female branches of his family, 
i To him was assigned about one-lialf of the 
conquered dominions, and tlie city of Mj~ 

I sore was appointed the seat of his govern¬ 
ment. The company received as their 
share the territory on each coast, below the 
Ghauts, the forts commanding these impor¬ 
tant passes into tlie highland of the Mysore, 
with the fortress and island of Seringa- 
patara. The revenue arising to the com¬ 
pany from their new acquisition, was about 
two-and-a-half millions sterling; and by a 
subsidiary treaty with the restored rajah, 
they obtained about the same amount. 

, But the tranquillity which the prudence 
and ability of colonel Wellesley had secured 
to the people of Mysore, was soon disturbed 
by the predatory incursions and cruelties 
of the reckless brigand, Dhoondiah Waugh, 
who had been liberated \rith the rest of 


the prisoners immured in Tippoo^s dungeons. | | 
That man, who was a native of the Mysore, i 
but a Patau or Mahratta by descent, had ' 
been a trooper in Hyder^s cavalry, and had 
obtained a petty command in the service | 
of Ills sou. Being of an ambitious and a 
restless disposition, he deserted during the , 
siege of Seringapatam by lord Coriiwahis, I 
and collecting a band of desperate followers, I 
acquired, by his depredations, great robber- 
i^eputation in the country near the Toom- | I 
budra river. But Tippoo trepanning him | 
to an interview, had seized, and having cir- j j 
cumcised him, had thrown him into prison. j 
On his liberation from prison, he resumed i 
his old vocatiou of plunder and murder, 
and soon found liimself at the head of a 
large predatory force, of whicli 5,000 were ; 
cavalry. Many of the disbanded troops of I : 
Tippoo flocked to his standard, and many ' 
of the killedars had betrayed their trusts, 
and surrendered many hill-forts and towns ' 
in Biddenorc to him, before general Harris ^ i 
could send a sufficient force against him. 

He fancied himself so powerful, that he 
assumed the sounding and absurd title of 
The King of the Two Worlds/^ 

To suppress this brigand and his banditti, , 
who had assumed a formidable aspect in ; 
respect of numbers and riolence, and were ' 
committing the most inhuman atrocities, as 
also to suppress tlie hordes of other Pin- 
darees, or robber bands, that had spread 
themselves over the JHysore, and to iiitimi- i 
date the Mahratta cliiefs wlio were indicating 
their liostiiity to British interests, colonel 
Wellesley was, in September, 1799, ap¬ 
pointed to tlie extensive cominaud of the I 
Ghauts, wliich are extensive ranges of moun- ! 
tains that divide the Deccan and Mysore 
from the low and flat country bordering on 
the sea. lie immediately put liimself in 
pui'suit of the robber-duplicate monarch 
and his banditti band, and, after a long and 
harassing chase, with many doubles and 
crosses, he came up uith one division eu- 
camped at Malowny, on the JIalpoorba, and 
having sabred or driven into the river all 
the followers of his two-fold majesty, cap¬ 
tured his baggage and guns, and soon after 
he attacked the brigand himself near the 
village of Conahgull. As his host of follow¬ 
ers was strongly posted, having their rear 
and flank covered by the village and rock of 
Conahgullj the British commander, that ho 
might not be outflanked by the superior 
extension of the enemy^s line, formed four 
regiments of cavab’v, the 19t]i and 22nd 
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drafcooDSj and t^vo regiments of native horse, 
in all about 1,200 men, into single line, and, 
immediately charging, put the lawless host 
to rout, and slew his felon-ma]esty himself. 
Thus a desperate \lllain met with a soldier^s 
death, instead of the ignominious fate of a 
malefactor ; Colonel Wellesley having been 
instructed, when he captured his MaJestT/ of 
ike Two Worlds^ to hang him on the first 
tree he came to* The dominion and career 
of The King of the Two M^orids^- having 
been thus brought to a close by Wellesley 
and Ilia regicide army/^ as sir Thomas 
Munro facetiously termed them in a letter 
to their gallant leader, tranquillity w^as re¬ 
stored to the Mysore and the whole of the 
Malabar country. 

Shortly after this service, colonel Welles¬ 
ley was appointed by lord Moruington to 
join an expedition, under general Bail'd, 
against Batavia, and to expel the French 
from the Indian seas, by the ultimate con¬ 
quest of the isles of France and Bourbon; 
but the plan was frustrated on account of 
the demur to the governor-geiieraFs power, 
by admii'al Bainier, who commanded in 
these seas* Thus tlie natural pohey of 
freeing the trade of the East India Company 
from the losses occasioned by the enemy^s 
cruisers was defeated by private pique* 

The marquis was concentrating a large 
i force at Trincomalee, in the island of Cey¬ 
lon, to be employed as events should require, 
either against the enemy^s eastern islands, 
or to proceed to any part of India which the 
French should menace, when, reports having 
reached the Indian government of the inva¬ 
sion of Egypt by Bonaparte, he appointed 
colonel Wellesley to its commaod, B ut before 
the colonel knew the governor-generaFs re¬ 
solution as to the point of destination, the 
duplicate dispatch from London to the mar¬ 
quis Wellesley was transmitted to him from 
Madras, announcing the iutention of the 
home government, that a diversion should be 
made from India by the Red Sea, in support 
of the expedition under general Abercrom¬ 
bie, against the French in Egypt. Colonel 
Wellesley, aware that the monsoon favour¬ 
able for a voyage to the westward was near 
its termination, and that if the expeditionary 
force was not immediately put into motion, 
it must be retarded for some months, de¬ 
termined, on his own responsibility, to move 

• All these mea were usurpers, and were indebted 
for til eh elevation either to the unceasing contests 
for power and plunder in which the petty warrior- 
robbers, of whom that land of violence, of misrule, 
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the fleet and army to Bombay, where it 
would be some thousand miles in point of 
space, and many months iu point of time, 
advanced towards its Egyptian destination* 
This movement, which, for boldness, sa¬ 
gacity, and foresight, exceeds the same qua¬ 
lifications of Caesar in his expedition to 
PontuSj receiving (by overland dispatch) the 
sanction of the home government, he ad¬ 
vanced part of liis expeditionary force to 
Mocha, on the Red Sea, before the arrival 
of general Baird to supersede him. Though 
deprived of the command to wlrich he was 
originally destined, and in -which he was 
confirmed by the home government, by 
whom he was appointed (1801) to the local 
rank of brigadier-general in Egypt—Baird 
claiming the appointment as senior officer, 
and alleging that Wellesley's appointment 
was an injustice, being a violation of the 
rules on which military command is based— 
he furnished that officer, for his assistance 
and direction, with memoranda on Egyptian 
affairs, and the operations to be assumed by 
the expedition, which he had di'awn up for 
his own use; and as he was then labouring 
under a kind of jungle fever, exasperated 
by a cutaneous disorder, as soon as his 
health permitted, he returned to his gov¬ 
ernment in tlie Mysore, and on the 11th 
of April, 1801, resumed his command as 
governor of Seringapatam, and chief of 
the army of the Mysore, and immediately 
devoted himself to the perfecting of the 
organization of the civil and military estab¬ 
lishments of the country. By his mild con¬ 
ciliatory bearing, he no less gained the 
esteem of the people, than he commanded 
their respect and confidence by his modera¬ 
tion and justice. 

In 1803 the political horizon began, to 
darken through the whole of the extensive 
empire of the Mahrattas, particularly in the 
direction of Toonaii. The Mahratta ehief- 
tains, though always ready to confederate 
for the overthrow of the British power, their I 
mutual jealousies and suspicions of one ano¬ 
ther, and desire of securing only their own 
individual advantage, prevented him from 
adopting any enlarged political views for ! 
their general good* Though the five states 
into which the last empire was divided 
(namely, those of Scindiah, the Peishwali, 
Holkar, Guickwar, and the rajah of Berar),* 

and never-ceasing strife, India, has always beer so 
prolific; or to the circumstance of the descennanta 
of tlie ancient rulers having abandoned themselves, 
Hke the caliphs of Spain, or the Merovingian kings 
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were all united in one confederacy^ under 
the nominal conti^ol of the rajah of Sattarah, 
whose power Scindiah had usurped, they 
were always at variance, each having only 
his own interest in view, Holka, fearing 
the consequences of the interest of Scindiah^ 
at the court of Poonah, marched against the 
united army of the two rajahs, and defeat¬ 
ing it, seized Poonah, dethroned the peish- 
wahj and, setting another puppet on the 
throne, reigned there in his name. The 
peisliwah fled to Bossein, in Gozerat, and 
I there, to enable himself to recover hia do¬ 
minions, formed a defensive alliance with 
the company. 

During this dispute between theMahratta 
chieftains, the governor-general had received 
secret information that Scindiah, Holkar, 
and the rajah of Berar had entered into a 
confederacy against the British; and that 
their animosity was fomented by French 
emissaries and adventurers, located in large 
mimhers among them* To anticipate the 
elfects of that confederacy, and neutralize 
French influence and intrigue, he ordered a 
corps d^armee of 20,000 men to assemble at 
Hurry poor, on the north-west frontier of 

I of France, to sloth and sensual gratiileatlon, and 
having resigned the reiiiB of government into the 
hands of their favourite ministers, 'vvho soon became 
possessed of all power, and usurped their authority* 

' Ihus, the rajah of Satlarab, the descendant of 
Sevajee, the founder of the Maliratta empire, was 
' displaced by lus prime miniister, the peisliwan. Thus 
Scindiah, Holkar, Quick war, and Ehoonslah, had 
obtained power, either directly or collnterallv* Sciii- 
! diah was the grandson of a husbandman, by name 
I Hanajee, who, enlisting among tlie predatory troops 
I of Bajee Bno the First, was of so great service to'his 
I employer, that, at tlie partition of the spoils of the 
J Mo^I empire, he was rewarded with extensive grants 
of land, and raised to high rank* Holkar was the 
i great-grandson of an agricultural labourer, who also 
had been a follower of Bajee Kao* The origin of the 
other s}>ccimens of Indian majesty was eoually low 
and obscure* Scindiah had detlironed the Mogui 
I emperor, Shah Alhim, and had installed a French 
adventurer, of ihe name of Perron, as his viceregent 
on the throne of Delhi; hut general Lake, by his 
1 ictory, unseated the Gallic viceroy, as also his suc¬ 
cessor, Bourguien, from their musnuds, and restored 
the displaced monarch* Besides the Mabommedan 
; and Hindu natives, some European aspirants had 
i the Oriental twist in their imaginations” of he- 
■ coming raiahs and nabobs, and playing the game of 
i royalty* Thus, rajah George Thomas, originally a 
boatswain of an English man-of-war, finding himself 
supplanted in the good graces of the begum Somroo, 
i or, according to her Gallic orthography, Sombr^ (the 
old lady being tired of her liaison with the aforesaid 
George Thomas), by a Neapolitan rival, one signor 
Levasso, set up for himself as founder of an in- 
, dependent sovereignty in the county of Hurrianna, 

I which is a vast tract of the Delhi province, and fixed 


the Mysore^ for the protection of the com¬ 
pany's territories, as well as those of the 
nizamj tlie rajah of the Mysore, and the ' 
peisliwah, in pursuance of the recent treaty 
entered into with these powers. The ob¬ 
ject was also to counteract the xnachinations 
of the French in the service of Scindiah, in 
the Deccan, who were watching for a favour¬ 
able opportunity for prosecuting the riews 
of the French government, to effectuate the 
establishment of a French einpire in India; 
the invasion of Egypt hy Buonaparte having 
been undertaken for the express purpose of 
making it an entrepot between France and 
India. The French adventurer, Perron, was 
already, under Scindiah^s protection, form¬ 
ing an independent state in Delhi and the | 
surrounding territory, having under his ' 
command 16,000 or 17,000regular and well- ' 
disciplined infantry, a well-appointed and I 
numerous train of artillery, commanded by ■ 
his own countrymen, a body of irregular 
troops, and from 15,000 to 20,000 horse I 
ready, while he looked for reinforceinents of 
cavalry from the petty chiefs who were his 
tributaries or allies. His head-quarters ! 
were established near Coe!, on a comniand- 

liis royal residence at Hansi, about fiO miles north¬ 
west of Delhi* Like other rajahs, or anointed rulers, 
he coined his own money, had his xenana or harem, 
his court, and held his durbar in state* His views 
even extended to the conquest of the Funjaub and 
' all the countiy to ihe mouths of the Indus* But 
untoward incidents, and the treacherous combinations | 

I among his officers and subjects, com]>elled him to r 
throAv himself into the hands of the company, and I 
the ex-rajah shortly alienvai'ds died in india, when i 
on the point of returning home to his native eot | 
in Tipperan^ Adventures of this kind have ever 
abounaed in India, and the eastern Dugald D:il- 
getties have alwaj's found adherents ready to pro¬ 
mote their osjjirations for performing their part in 
tlie drama of royalty* The begum Somroo, alias ' 
Sombre, was the widow of a Sw'iss or French ad- i 
venturer, whose real name is lost in his Indian 
designation of Somroo, and who went to India as a 
Serjeant in the French service* Deserting his coun¬ 
try's standard, he enlisted under that of Meer Cos- 
aim, and was distinguished for his massacre of the 
English at Patna, while in tliat chieFs service* In 
the course of time, having a penchant for royalty, he 
carved out for himself a rajahsldp, whicli he^ be- | 
queathed in his royal will to his widow, The little, [ 
queer, old-looking begum, witli brilliant but wicked 
eyes,” as ra^jor Thorn designates the old dame in his 
3f(imoir War iji India* It was fj'oni this , 

** queer-looking old begum” that Mr* Dyce Sombre, 
whose eccentricities have gained so much notoriety, 
derives his descent and parentage* 

• This chieftain w'aa the most powerful of the 
Mahratta princes; he not only undid his own sov¬ 
ereign, but he was master also of the uioguFs person; 
holding thus in actual subjection the deseendanis 
and representatives of Sevajee and Aiuemiale. 
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in^ position on the frontier of the British 
possessions^ and on tlieir most vnlnerable 
part. To counteract these designs, a cam¬ 
paign was planned on a much more exten¬ 
sive scale than had ever been contemplated 
in India, It comprehended almost the 
whole of Hindustan, from Calcutta and Ma¬ 
dras on the eastern, to Bombay on the 
western side, and from Delhi to Poonah and 
Orissa. In the Deccan, general Wellesley 
had to oppose the confederated force under 
Scindiah and the rajah of Berar, and to 
protect the nizam and the peishwali* On the 
Oude frontier, general Lake had to destroy 
the influence of the French, and rescue 
I the blind emperor, Shall An turn, from these 
adventurers. Major-general Wellesley (who 
I had been so gazetted on the 29 th of April, 

! 1803,) was ordered to put himself at the 

head of 9,700 men, including one European 
I regiment of cavalry, and two of infantry, 

I to which were added 2,500 Mysorean horse, 
the whole being part of the force assembled 
at Hurrypoor, on the north-west frontier of 
Mysore, with dii'ections to march upon 
' Poonah, and drive Holkar from that place, 

I The subsidiai'yforce furnished by the nizam, 

I and under the command of colonel Steven¬ 
son, as also that from Bombay, were ordered 
to co-operate with lum* 

j On the 9th of March, 1803, lie crossed the 
' Toombuddra, in basket-boats, covered with 
double leather-skins, and entering the 
Mahratta territory, began his advance on 
Poonah. He chose that season of the year 
to begin his operations, because the rivers 
being then high {the monsoon having set 
in,) would prevent, in a great measure, the 
movements of the JMahratto forces, which 
cliiefly consisted of cavalry. On the 15th 
of April, he was joined by colonel Stevenson 
' at Akloose, on the Neera, about seventy 
miles from Poonah; and on the 19th of 
May, tlie Bombay force effected a junction 
wdtli him* Amreet Rao, the father of 
Holkar^s puppet, having taken to flight, 
he, on the 20th, entered Poonah without 

* There is a great coincidence in tins opinion witli 
that expressed hy another Indian chieftain. Dhoon- 
I diah Khan having repulsed three successive assaults 
made on his fortress of Kamona, in the Booab, the 
I garrison descended into the ditch to bring away their 
wounded comrades lying among the dead and dying. 

I I Among the rest, they brouglit a wounded European 
soldier, in a litate of insensibility, and laying liim 
dow'n in the preaentc of Dlioondiah and bis sirdars, 

I an effort was made to revive him. In a short time 
he opened his eyes, and, gazing on the martial 
I I throng around him, faintly exclaimed, “ ICilla lia 
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any opposition, after a forced march of 
sixty miles in thirty-two hours, the last 
forty miles during the night, and reseated 
the peishwah on his throne. 

As the governor-general had invested the 
major-general with the discretionary power 
of declaring war or making peace, he judged 
the alternative of conciliation preferable; 
hut after above two months of procrastina¬ 
tion, finding Scindiah availing himself of tlic 
usual duplicity and evasion of Oriental dip¬ 
lomacy, he, on the 4tli of Jmie, marched from 
Poonah, and moved on Ahmedauggur, one 
of the strongest fortresses in India, situated 
about eighty miles from Poonah; which, 
though defended by 3,000 Malirattas, and 
1,500 Arab mercenaries, he carried by 
assault, on the 12th of August, with the loss , 
of 140 killed and wounded. The fort sur¬ 
rendered on the second day after the attack i 
on the pettah or town, from which it was 
separated after the manner of European ' 

towns and fortresses. The gallantly ex- * 

hihited by the British soldiers and officers ' 
on that occasion was so conspicuous, that ' 
Goklahj a Mahratta chief, who was ^iresent i 
at the assault, makes, in a letter to a friend, 
the following observation:—These Eng- | 
lish are a strange people, and their gene¬ 
ral a strange man; they came here in the 
morning, looked at the pettah-wall, walked 
over it, killed all the garrison, and returned 
to breakfast! What can withstand them 
On the 21st of August, tlie Anglo-Indian 
army moved towards the Godavery, and 
crossing that river in wicker boats at Toka, 
reached Aurangabad on the 29tli, once cele¬ 
brated for its magiiificcnce, and as the seat 
of tlie emperor Auiineggebe^s govermaent, I 
blit now, from the hand of time, the changes 
of fortune, and the revolutions of empires, 
a mere heap of splendid ruins—the mere | 
shadow of its former self. Here, general I 
Wellesley learning that Scindiah and the 
rajah of Berar had entered the nizam^s 
territories, and were menacing Hyderabad, 
marched forwards to prevent their passage 

(Have we got the fort?) and almost instantly ex¬ 
pired. A wonderful people axe theJie Feringheea ” 
said Dhoondiah to his attendants^ struck with this 
exhibition of " the ruling passion sU^ong in dealh,^^ 

“ Here is one of them almost cut to pieces, and yet 
the moment he comes a little to himseff, lus thougiiis 
run on victory, and his first and last question is, if 
Ids countrymen have gained the day 1 It is in vain 
to contend against such men. Beat them back a 
dozen times, and they will return agaan and succeed 
at last.^ 
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of the river; Dut, by subsequent informa¬ 
tion, understanding that they were en¬ 
camped near Bokerdun, lie, on the 20th of 
September, broke up his cantonments on the 
Godavery, and advanced to give them battle* 
To obviate the delay which would be oc¬ 
casioned by marching en masse^ through a 
narrow and difficult defile, or tract of liilly 
country, between Budnapoor and Jaulna, 
as also to prevent the enemy escaping to 
the southward by one of tlie defiles, the 
I united force of the Anglo-Indian army 
pursued different routes; general Wellesley 
I taking an eastward direction, and colonel 
Stevensou^s column a westward one, round 
the hills. On reaching Naulniah, general 
1 Wellesley, ascertaining that the armies of 
the confederated cliieftains were encamped 
I between the tillages of Bokardun and 
! Assaye (or, as it is sometimes written Assye,) 
with that decision and promptitude that 
have ever distinguished his military exploits, 
determined to attack them without delay. 
Dispatching a messenger to colonel Steven¬ 
son, who wa^ then advancing iu a parallel 
line of march with his own, at a distance of' 
eight miles to his left, with orders to effec¬ 
tuate ajimctiou as quickly as possible; and 
leaving the rear-guard to protect the bag¬ 
gage and stores at Naulniah, he advanced to 
the Kaitna, with the 19th liglit dragoons 
and three regiments of native cavalry, 
under colonel Maxwell, to reconnoitre from 
an eminence on its banks, the enemy's 
position. Prom a hill in front of them 
I rigiitj he beheld it to be strong, extend¬ 
ing from Jiokerdmi to tlie fortified vil¬ 
lage of Assaye; having the Kaitna in front, 
and its tributary the Juah, which united 
with it at an acute angle, about half-a- 
mile beyoud the left of the position, in its 
real'* The right of the line, which consisted 
of cavalry, rested on Bokerduu; the left, of 
infantry, tlie best in the service of the aUied 
native poivers, on 


the fortified village 


of 


Assaye; while the artillery, which consisted 
of above 100 guns, many of large caLLbre, 
formed a grand battery in front of the left 
and centre. Among the spoils taken were 
a number of orderly books kept by Euro¬ 
peans, by which it appeared that the 
enemy^s force consisted of 10,800 infantry, 
and 30,000 cavalry. 

General Wellesley, perceiving that the 
enemy being penned up between the rivers, 
had confined himself within a space so nar¬ 
row, that he coxild neither present a more 
extended front than he already presented, 
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nor be able to turn the flank of his assail¬ 
ant; and fearing, should Scindiah assume 
the initiative, that the Anglo-Indian army 
would be greatly harassed in its retreat by 
the vastly superior numerical force of the 
enemy^s cavalry, determined on instant at¬ 
tack; ti'ustmg that courage and disciphuc 
would compensate for the appalling dis¬ 
parity of force. Desiring Maxwell to keep 
his present position, wliile he himself brought 
up the iufantry, as soon as his whole force 
was united he issued orders for the army, 
which was but just off a march of fourteen 
miles under a vertical sun, to descend from 
the rocky lieights of the river, and cross the 
ford of Peepuglaon, which w'as a little beyond 
the left of the hostile army, and which the 
English general judged to be a ford from a 
few houses being on the opposite hanks. 
The passage was effected without loss, though 
the enemy directed a cannonade on tlie line 
of march. 

As soon as the troops reached the oppo¬ 
site bank, the British chief effected his for¬ 
mation of battle, though a field battery had 
opened its fii'e on the troops, as soon as the 
head of the column began to ascend the 
banks of the river. The army advanced in 
two lines; the first, consisting of the 78th 
highlandei-s, two battalions of sepoys, and 
advanced pickets, to the right; the second, 
of the 74th regiment of the line, and two 
sepoy battalions. The IDth regiment of 
dragoons, under colonel Maxwell, and the 
7th native cavalry, took their battle station, 
as the reserve, in the rear, Tlie Maliratta 
and Mysorean horse, consisting of the troops 
of the peishwah and the rajah of Mysore, 
amounting to about 2,500, were stationed 
at the ford of Peepuglaon, to protect the 
baggage and stores, cover the advance of 
the army, and hold in check a large body 
of the enemy's cavalry, that had crossed 
the Kaitna, and followed the rear of the 
Anglo-Indian army in its march. 

The disposition of battle adopted by the 
major-general best adapted to ensure vic¬ 
tory, was:—^As each of the flanks of the 
enemy rested on a river, lie determined to 
reduce the field of battle to so confined a 
space, as to neutralize his numerous cavalry, 
or, at least, to subject its operations to very 
confusing disadvantages; while, at the same 
time, he prevented them from surrounding 
him. by their superior numbers, by having 
both his flanks covered by the two rivers, I 
which, from the scarped nature of the banks, ' 
could be crossed by cavah'y only at a few 


- : ) 































I BATTLE OF ASSAYS.] LIFE AND CAMPAIGNS OP THE 


' places. He also determiaed to make a 
flank attack on tire infantry, in liopes^ from 
the general inefficiency of the native troops 
in field movements, that they would not be 
able to effect the necessary evolution or 
change of position, in order and time, to 
meet his movement. By this biilUant con¬ 
ception and judicious reduction of the prin¬ 
ciples of mechamcal science to the art of 
Tvar, he displayed the talent of an accom¬ 
plished general; and liis success was com¬ 
mensurate. He liad confined the enormous 
force of his adversary within so narrow 
bounds, that he could neither form a large 
front to oppose his handful, nor turn his 
flanks. 

To meet the collateral attack of the 
British, the chiefs of the allied native army 
were obliged to make a correspondent move¬ 
ment of their formation of battle, and pre¬ 
sent a new front, by converting the left of 
their allignment into the right, and vice 
versa. This they effected in good order and 
with much greater ease than the English 
general had expected. Their front now pre¬ 
sented one vast battery, so numerous and 
weighty wex’e the guns. 

The appointed order or disposition of, 
battle made by the British chief was, 
that the attack should commence on the 
left flank of the enemy; but the oflicer 
commanding the pickets, or light infantry 
of the first line, either miscomprehending 
his orders, or urged on by a misjudged im¬ 
petuosity, marched direct towards the vil¬ 
lage of Assaye, instead of making a detour 
to escape the raking fire of the artillery 
placed in that direction; his command and 
the 74th regiment which had been ordered 
to support the pickets, were overwhelmed 
by a murderous fusilade from the village, 
supported by continuous showers of grape; 
and at the same moment a large body of 
Mahratta cavalry, which had wheeled round 
the village unperceived, dashed through the 
broken ranks with fearfnl effect, and a 
forest of sabres appearing among the dis¬ 
comfited troops, a dreadful slaughter en¬ 
sued. At the same time the whole of the 
Anglo-Indian line was assailed with so 
rapid, furious, and terrible a discharge from 
the enemy's numerous and heavy artillery, 
that its few light and feeble guns (only 
seventeen in number), were not only silenced 
and rendered unfit for use, the gunners 
dropping fast and the cattle lacerated beside 
them, but the Anglo-Indian ranks were 
falling before the withering and destructive 
18 
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tempest of iron, as a field of standing corn 
before the hurricane—with so consummate 
skill and terrible effect was the enemy's 
artillery served. 

To remedy the evil of the destruction of 
the unity of the line, which the loss occa¬ 
sioned in the pickets and the 74tli, and 
their separation from the left wing had pro¬ 
duced, a charge of the 19th dragoons was 
ordered. That regiment, by a rapid and 
brilliant movement, repulsed the enemy's 
cavalry attack; and, at the same moment, 
amid a shower of musketiy and grape, it 
burst through the enemy's left wing; and 
the whole line of the Anglo-Indian riglit, 

!)ailing it with a shout of triumph, sprang 
forward, and driving the artillerymen from 
their guns at the point of the bayonet, 
broke their adversary's right wing. But 
the battle was not yet won. The enemy's 
centre remaining untouched, closed in upon 
the ground which had been occupied by 
the left wing, and niiiting with the routed 
battalions, formed itself into a crescent, 
with its right resting on the river Juah, and 
its left on Assaye-—a raovemeut to which 
they were incited by the hopeful sound of 
discharges from the artillery on the rear 
of the victorious battalions that had over¬ 
thrown the enemy's, and who, in their hot 
pursuit, had passed over the enemy's gun¬ 
ners, who had thrown themselves upon the 
grcrund^—a practice common in the native 
armies of India—on the supposition that they 
were dead. To remedy this disastrous event, 
the British general, putting himself at the 
head of the 78th regiment, which had stood 
firm and compact, and as many of the 7th 
native cavalry as could be collected, rushed 
on the gunners and the enemy's new-formed 
line, and sabring them, carried Assaye at 
a rush, and obtained a complete victory- | 
In this decisive charge, the 19 th dragoons, j 
which had re-formed on the left of their ' 
own infantry, materially contributed to the 
victory; but, in this good service, that regi¬ 
ment, making an oblique charge on the 
enemy's front, sustained considerable loss, 
among which was their gallant eolouei 
Thus ended the fiercest battle ever fought 
in India, and in which the most terrific fire 
on record in Indian annals had taken place. 
The Mabrattas had fought this battle with 
incredible stubbornness; and their French 
leaders showed consummate skill and readi¬ 
ness iu taking up every available posi- 
tioti. 

With possession of the field of battle 
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(on which they remained during the niglit)> 
the rictors captured seventy-six brass guns 
and howitzers^ and twenty-two cannon ; 
seven stand of coloura; tlie whole of the 
camp equipage; a great quantity of stores; 
and all the ammunition, except the powder, 
the tumbrils having been blown up either 
by accident or design- The number of the 
enemy slain was about 1,200, but that of 
the wounded could not be ascertained, as 
. they were carried olF the field by their 
comrades. Of the victors, whose little baud 
I :*f heroes consisted only of 4,500 men * 
of w^hom 1,700 were Europeans, 408 were 
I slain, and 1,575 wounded. Thirty-six rank 
and file, and twenty-two oflScers were mis- 
! sing* So great had been the slaughter of 
the pickets and the 74th, that only four 
I men survived of one company of the for¬ 
mer, and scarcely more, in the whole, than 
the complement of one company of the 
latter* Two horses were killed under gene¬ 
ral ^Vellesley; one was piked, the other 
! shot* Every officer of liis staff had one 
I or two horses killed; and his orderly^s skull 
was tom off by a cannon-ball, as he rode 
close by Ills side, while he was effecting the 
formation of the troops as they ascended 
the bank of the river. Colonel Stevenson, 
whose march had been delayed by getting 
entangled in a nuUah, or watercourse, 
reached the field of battle on the foUowiug 
moruing- 

On the 25th, the colonel was sent in pur¬ 
suit of the enemy, who had halted for the 
night about twelve miles from the field 
of battle; but, on Stevenson^s advance, he 
find across tlie Ghauts, by the Adjuntee 
I pass, losing, in the pui'suit, many elephants, 

I with the light or camel guns, and much of 
his baggage* The reason that an imme- 
I diate pursuit was not ordered was, that the 
I army was too much enfeebled, and the sun 

! had gone down on the blood-staiued field 

I I before the last struggle was over* TheBri- 
I I tiali cavalry, also, which iu the original order 
, of battle had been intended as a reserve to 
pursue and cut up the enemy when defeated 
j and broken, having been greatly diminished 
in its brilliant charge to save the pickets 
and the 74thj as also on that of the hostile 
battalions, that had faced about on hearing 
their own artillery playing in the rear of 
the British army, was in too feeble a state 

* Namely, two European regiments, the 74th and 
78th (900 men) j four native battalions, viz., the 
first of the 4th regiiuent, the first of the Sth, the 
first of the lOUi, and the second of the 12tii, amount- 


to undertake the task* In the course of a 
few hours after the battle, the adjutant, 
or Indian stork, though seldom met with i 
but at Calcutta, and in the immediate vici¬ 
nity of the Hoogbly, had collected in vast 
numbers on the battle-field. This bird, 
like the grey vulture of the Pyrenees, has 
the instinctive faculty, or discriminating 
power—a sort of prescience of carnage and 
the devastations of death^—of ascertaining 
the results of a weil-foughten field, in an 
incredibly short time, and at a great dis¬ 
tance from the occurrence* At Fueutes 
d^Ouore,aud the other battle-fields of Spain, 
the vulture w^as to be seen regaling on the 
bodies of the slain in the course of a few 
hours after the battle* 

Such was the battle-field of Assaye* In 
every stage of the contest, the greatest 
talent and genius on the part of the gene¬ 
ral, and the most perfect valour and disci¬ 
pline on that of his troops, were manifested. 
If ever rapid and accurate conception, skil¬ 
ful and decisive manoeuvres, prompt and 
vigorous action, were displayed in emer¬ 
gency and untoward crisis, they were emi¬ 
nently displayed at the battle of Assaye, 
and connected a prestige with the name 
of Wellesley which hia future exploits emi¬ 
nently reali^sed* ^^Never,^' says an elo¬ 
quent critic, was any victory gained against 
so many disadvantages* Superior arms and 
discipline have often prevailed against as 
great a numerical difference of force; but 
it would he the least part of this daj^s 
glory to say, that tlie mim ber of the enemy 
was as ten to one; they had disciplined 
troops in the field, under European officers, 
who, themselves alone, nearly doubled the 
British force : they had 100 pieces of heavy 
artillery, aud about 650 camel guns, which 
were served with perfect skill, the former of 
which the Anglo-Indian army, without the 
aid of artillery, twice won with the bayonet.^' 
Among the episodical ocemTences of this 
battle were the following Captain A* 13. 
Campbell, of the 74th, who had lost his 
arm iu the combat in the Sherewele jungle, 
and who had, a short time previous to the 
battle of Assaye, broken liis remaining arm 
at the wrist, was in the thickest of the fight, 
with his bridle in his teeth, and a sword in 
his mutilated hand, dealing destruction 
around him. 

ing, in all, to 2,400 infautr)^; the 10th dragoons 
(300); and the 4th, 5th, and 7tli native cavalry 
(300 each); making a total of 4,500 men, of which 
only 1,200 were Europeans. 
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I 

I 

The wisdom of the Eritisli generaFs hazard- 1 determination. The moral effect produced 
ing a battle with a force so disproportionate on the minds of the Indian population by a 
to that of the enemjTj has been the subject of victory gained in so unequal a combat, 
considerable controversy, and has even been stamped the dominion of Britain over pros- 
impugned by some writers. But the follow- trate India. Hindustan from that fatal day 
ing facts justified his policy :— was viewed by its inhabitants as having 

1, The misapprehension occasioned by the passed into the hands of its invincible con- 
name of the district being confounded with querors: they attached to it a mysterious 
that of a village in it ; and tlie consequent agency, which partook deeply of the super- 
conclusion, that the enemy was posted in natural.^ 

the district of Bokerdim, instead of at the Frustrated in his measures, Scindiah had 

village of Bokerclune ; a mistake that in- now recourse to his usual ai'tifice and dupli- ! 
duced the English general to suppose that he city. He sent a vakeel (Lc. an ambassador 
was six miles more distant from the enemy or envoy) to general Wellesley^ with propo- 
than was the case. He also learned from sals of peace; but finding that the British 
two liorsemeu talcen during the march, that chief was not to be deceived by his specious 
he was only live miles distant from the professions, he and his confederate, the rajah 
enemy, wliile from his previous information of Berar, collected their shattered forces, and 
he supposed that he was twelve miles off. with these and their fresh reinforcements, 

2, From the intelligence he received from amounting to 11,000 infantry and between 
the two horsemen taken, that Scindiah and 30,000 and 40,000 horse, and raarcMng in | 
the rajah had put their cavalry in motion, a western direction along the banks of the 
he inferred that the iutentioii of the enemy Taptee, with the intention of advancing on 
was either to escape, or to advance to attack Poonah, took post at Argaura. 

him in the plain. On account of this apparent breach of the 

3, That on account of the numerous truce, the English general put the Angle- 

cavali'y of the enemy, if he allowed his ad- Indian army in motion, and on November 
versary to adopt the initiative, or had at- 28th reached that village; in front of which 
tempted to fall back to his camp at Naulniah, the army of Scindiah and the rajah of Berai' 
where he had left his baggage and stores was drawn up in order of battle, extending 
under a slender guard, his retreat would in line above five miles. In the centre were 
have been difficult, if not impossible, posted the rajah's infantry and artilleiy, com- 

These considerations fLilly justified the manded by Blioonslay, the rajah^s brother, 
English generaFs determination to deliver flanked by liis own cavalry. On the right was 
battle, and the event proved the soundness Scindiah's army, consistingof a heavy mass of 
of liis judgment, and the propriety of his horse, on whose right hovered a vast cloud of 

* Twenty-five years after the battle of Assaye had had been dead ten years before the writer had visited 
been fought, a niilitary officer visited its site, which the spot.*' The veneration with whicli the natives 
he thus describes : — “ Around the once scene of car- regard the meraories of those Europeans whose kind- 
iiage and havoc—of the roar of artillery, the peals of ness had won their affection, is by no means rare, 
musketry, the clangor of swords, the groans of the Their tombs are honoured as the tombs of saints—a 
dying, and the shrieks of the wounded, with which lamp is kept constantly burning, and the ground 
the batUc-field of Assaye resounded, everything now around is constantly and carefully preserved from all 
was repose; the verdure rich, the fragrance of the Impurity. The natives never pass the spot without 
wild nowei'S delightful, the foliage of the peepul saluting it; and those who may have served under 
trees glittering and luminous, and the short and oc- the direction or orders of Mm whose resting-place it 
casional bellowings of the Indian cows, were the only is, offer up prayers for his soul. Among other in- 
sounda that broke the etiliness of the scene, A tope stances that may be mentioned, the tomb of general 
or grove of mangoes sliaded a Moslem eedgah, or 'Wallace, at Seroor, a cantomnent of Western India, 
liouse of prayer, outside the village. Hound the is a place of peculiar veneration. The guard of the 
small fane reposed many of the officers ’who had place, called “ the Picket Hill,” turns out at a stated 
been slain hi tlie action ; and high over head, hour of the night, and presents arms to the imaginary 
attached to a pole, on one of the umbrageous man- vision of the general seated on his favourite white 

goes, flattered the triangular white flag of a fakeer, charger. At the tomb, in the neighbourhood of 

or religious mendicant. Under a sin^e banian tree Eajmhal, of Augustus Cleveland, an English resident 
was the grave of a staff-officer, upon which lay a who filled the office of judge at Boglipore, two 
heap of stones, ■with a small lamp at the head. The fakeers are employed to keep a lamp continually 
trunk of the banian was hollow, and in it had lived burning, and once a year a festival ia held at tlie 

a fakeer, who had nightly lighted the lamp on tlie spot to celebrate the apotheosis o^ that highly 

tomb. The tree near which general Wellesley had reverenced individual, whose^ memory is regarded 
stood in the commencement of the action, had been with feelings approaching to idolatry^ as a testimony 
so shattered with shot, that after struggling for life, of esteem for his impartial administration of’■ustice, 
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Piudari'ies and light troops. General Welles¬ 
ley, determimng to give instant battle, form¬ 
ed his infantry into a single line, and station¬ 
ing his eavalry as a reserve, in the second line, 
advanced to the attack. The enemy open¬ 
ing a brisk cannonade, and the Maliratta 
horse and Persian cavalry in the service of 
the rajah charging at the same moment, 
three battalions of the native troops being 
panic struck, took to flight; but the British 
general, rallying the fugitives, stationed 
them in prolongation of his line to the right $ 
VFben the 78th regiment, the 29th native 
infantry, and the remaining fragment of the 
74th regiment, advancing against theenemy^s 
cavalry, the confederated army made a pre¬ 
cipitate flight, leaving two thousand dead on 
the field; above twenty standards, thirty- 
eight guns, and all their stores and ammu¬ 
nition, In their flight they lost also their 
elephants and baggage. The loss on the part 
of the Anglo-Indian army, was forty-six 
killed and three hundred wounded. The two 
thousand Arabs, called the Pliarsee Risaulah, 
or Persian battalion, who were posted on the 
left of the enemyline, singling out the 74th 
and 78tliEaropeaii regiments, advanced with 
a tremendous slioul, hut they were instantly 
repulsed with the loss of six liundred in 
killed and wounded, 

Fortress after fortress now fell into the 
hands of the victors, Gawilghur, situated 
in Berar, upon a rock in a range of moun¬ 
tains between t!ie sources of the rivers 
Poorna and Tap tee, and one of the strongest 
fortresses iu India, was at length invested; 
and as colonel Stevenson, on account of ill 
health, was about to retire from the ser¬ 
vice, general ^Vellesley determined that he 
should have the opportunity of encircling 
his brows with the raui^al crown; he there¬ 
fore waived the right of being tlie captor 
of that fortress in favour of the colonel, 
who stormed it on the 14th of December, 
Ou the acquisition of the fortress, a scene 
of horror eliallenged the attention of the 
victors, that made them shudder at their 
success. On entering the killadar^s palace, 
they were startled at the sight of above a 
dozen young and beautiful women weltering 
in their blood and struggling in the last 
agonies of death. They had all fallen vic¬ 
tims to the mistaken sense of the honour of 
their fathers and husbands, who, to save 
them from the expected licentiousness of 
the victors, had been guilty of the cruel 
act. Those men were rajpoots of distin¬ 
guished caste and determined character. 


and fell, together with the garrison of 
5,000 men, disdaiiiiag or deeming it hope¬ 
less to ask for quarter. 

The signal defeats of Assaye and Argaum, 
and the loss of that hitherto supposed im¬ 
pregnable fortress, left no other liope to 
the Mahratta chiefs than that they could 
obtain from pacification. They therefore 
sued for peace, and preliraLiiaries were 
entered into with them in the month of 
November, and ratified with Bhoonslay on 
December 17th, 1803, and with Scindiah 
on February 15th, 1804, on condition that 
neither of them should employ any sub¬ 
ject of any European or American power 
at war with Great Britain, and the cession 
of alt tlie territory and numerous forts 
between the Jnmna and the Ganges to the 
company. During this marvellous cam¬ 
paign, the services of general Lake and the 
army of Hindustan were signally eminent. 
Perron, on the advance of that army to 
Delhi, retiring before it, the victorious Eng¬ 
lish entered that city, and delivered the 
bhnd emperor from his degradation and 
bondage. The fort of Ally Ghui', the usual 
residence and grand depot of the Frencli 
adventurer, was taken by storm, though 
deemed impregnable. The capture of Agra 
and the battle of Leswaree, completed the 
destruction of the French force. Perron and 
his ofideers throwing themselves on the pro¬ 
tection of the British. 

Witli the capture of Gawilghur, and the 
rednetiou of the formidable banditti termed 
Pindarccs, with which the country was in¬ 
fested, general Wellesley's military services 
terminated in India; for though lie was 
subsequently appointed to a comm ami 
against Holkar, tlie reduction of that chief¬ 
tain was effected by general Lake. 

Having thus triumphed over every ad¬ 
vantage arising to the enemy from local 
position, numerical strength, and well-served 
trains of artillery formed under French 
training and discipline, general Wellesley 
resumed his government of Seringapatam, 
and continued in the execution of its duties 
till the month of February, 1805, when he 
resigned all his political and military offices 
and appointments in India, together with 
his local rank of major-general in the army. 
On the 25tli of February, notification had 
reached India that he had been invested 
with the Order of the Bath. 

The reasons of his resignation and leaving 
India were, discontent at the treatment he 
had received from the directors of the East 

21 



































------- 

EXPEDITION TO COPENHAGEN.] LIFE AND CAMPAIGNS OF THE [a.d. 1805_1808. 

j India Company, and the neglect ^th whici 

]iis services had been treated by the British 
government. In a letter to general Stuart, 
he saysj I think it desirable I should leave 
this country. The peisliwah has manifested 
a most unaccountable jealousy of me per¬ 
sonally, and has refused to adopt certain 
measures, evidently for his advantage, only 
because I recommended them. He has 
allowed their benefit, and has avowed this 
motive for refusing to adopt them. We have 
always found it very difficult to manage him; 

. but it will be quite impossible to do so, if this 
principle is allowed to guide his conduct. 
I therefore think that it is best that I 
should go away as soon as possible; and 
lam certainly vejy desirous of getting some 
rest/^ He embarked from Port St. George 
in March, 1805, and amved in England in 
September of the same year, 
j On bis leaving India the most lively de- 

j monstrations of respect and esteem were 
ehown to him. The inhabitants of Calcutta 
presented him with a sword of the value of 
.£1,000; and a gold vase (for which a ser¬ 
vice of plate was afterwards substituted,) 

1 1 of 2,000 guineas value, was voted to him 

1 by the officers of the division of the army 
of the Deccan that had served under his 
command, as a testimony of their admi¬ 
ration of his exalted talents and splendid 
achievements; of his consideration and jus¬ 
tice in command, which had made obedience 
a pleasure; and of that frank condescension 
iu the private intercourse of life, which it 
was theii* pride individually to acknow¬ 
ledge/^ But the highest and most grateful 
tribute of homage paid him was that con¬ 
tained in the parting address of the inhab¬ 
itants of Seringapatam, who implored "the 
God of all castes and of all nations, to hear 
their constant prayei*, to bestow on him 
health, glory, and happiness,^^ 

Thus ended the Indian career of the mili¬ 
tary and political life of Arthur WeUesley, 
a cfu-eer which had secured, not only the 
gratitude and ' afiection of the people of 
Mysore, for the tranquillity and happiness 
they had enj-oyed under liis government; but 
had been marked by a succession of vic¬ 
tories uninterrupted by a single disaster or 
defeat. 

HOISIE SERVICE, AJSn 

After a voyage of five months, sir Arthur 
Wellesley reached England from India, In 
November of the same year he sailed for 
Hanover, in command of a brigade in the 
expedition under the earl of Cathcart, for 
the purpose of effecting a diversion in favoui* 

1 of the Austro-B'USsian army then on the 
banks of the Rhine; but in consequence of 
' the disastrous battle of Austerlit^, and gen- 
, eral Mackes inglorious smTcnder at Ulra, in 
the February following, the object of the 
expedition was frustrated. 

On his return to England, he was ap¬ 
pointed to the command of a brigade, in tlie 
Sussex district, and was returned to pariia- 
1 ment as member for Newport, in the Isle of 
Wight. In the same year he married the 
honourable Catherine Packenham, sister of 

1 the earl of Longford, and in 1807 he was 
appointed chief secretary in Ireland, and 
member of the privy council, during the 
viceroyalty of the duke of Richmond. In 1 
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the summer of that year he sailed, as second 
in command of the army under lord Gath- 
cart, to Copenhagen, for the purpose of 
taking possession of the Danish fleet. The 
mihtary operations undertaken against the 
Danish troops were entirely under his direc¬ 
tion. He drove the Danes from their po- 1 
sitions of Fred cricks werk, Kioge, and Her- 1 
solge, into Copenhagen, with considerable I 
loss in killed, wounded, and prisoners. He 
negotiated the capitulation, and drew up its 
conditions. On his return to England, iu 
1808, he resumed his duties as secretary for 
Ireland and member of parliament. In the 
thanks voted by the house of commons to 
the genei’als and commanding officers of the 
army and navy, the speaker thus particnlar- 
iaed the services of major-general Wellesley: 

" I should be wanting to the full expression 
of those sentiments which animate this 
house and the whole country, if I forebore 
to notice that we are this day crowning 
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with our thanks one gallant officer, long 
since known to the gratitude of this house, 
who has long trodden the paths of glory, 
whose genius and ralour have already ex¬ 
tended our fame and empire, whose sword 
has been the terror of onr distant enemies, 


and will not now be drawn in vam to defend 
the seat of empire itself, and the throne of 
his sovereign/^ In this just and eloquent 
eulogium, the future glorious career of Wel¬ 
lington was foreshadowed, and he nobly fuL 
filled the expectations of his country. 


THE PENINSULAR CAMPAIGNS. 


PPELBUNAHY OBSERVATIONS. 


The late Peninsular War, the greatest and 
the most vital that has been waged in mo¬ 
dern times, will, as its tasteful liistoriaii, the 
late Mr. Southey, has observed, ever be 
memorable. It was no common war, of 
which a breach of treaty, an extension of 
frontier, a distant colony, or a disputed suc¬ 
cession, a struggle for pre-eminence or po¬ 
litical ascendancy between ambitions powers; 
such was not its cause and motive; but it 
was a struggle, a deadly conflict ^^for the 
life or death of national independence, na¬ 
tional spirit, and those holy feelings, which 
are comprcliGiided in the love of our native 
land-” Had England been conquered, her 
existence as a free and an independent state 
ivould have been erased from the scroll of 
nations; slie would have hecome the vassal 
I and tributary of Prance, and besides being 
I denationalized, w^ould have been humbled 
I to the dust, and compelled to submit to 
every insult and degi^adation that French 
' vanity and vengeance could devise; massa- 
' ere, rapine, and lust, would have stalked at 
I large and unrestrained throughout the land: 

I every holy tie and feeling would have been 
I violated, and the most galling tyranny and 
I bondage been inflicted. The leader of the 
I I French armies had unreservedly declared, 
j I that^ it was in his mission to triumph on 
I I British liberty; and his lieutenantsMassena 
j ! and Bessieres gave expression to still more 
furious intentions. The former declared, 

I that if he could land with an army in Eng- 
I land, he would pledge himself, not only to 
I ; eflfect the conquest of the country, but to 
reduce it to a desert, not fit for the habita¬ 
tion of urilcl beasts.'"^ That England escaped 
that dire calamity, she should be eternally 
grateful to Wellington and his companions- 


in-arms. Never were honour and gratitude 
more justly due to the defenders of their 
country. It is not the desolation of tho land 
over which war passes—it is not the rivers 
of blood that flow in its prosecution—it is 
not the sufferings and horrors to which the I 
inhabitants of the country in which it pre¬ 
vails are exposed, that makes warfare hor¬ 
rible; "it is the utter demoralization of the 
people w'ith whom it comes in contact; it is i 
the shock it gives to all tliose arts, and in¬ 
stitutions, and influences, which ameliorate i 
the condition and elevate the character of 
man; it is its burnings, its murders, its viola¬ 
tions,” that impart its dread and direful cha- I 
racter to its visitations. Had the tide of battle | . 
duiang the contest with Bonaparte turned ^ 
on the shores of England, as the duke of 
Wellington, with equal humanity and pa- 
triotlsm, observed in a letter to lord Liver- 
pool, dissuading him from withdrawing the I 
English army from the Peninsula, "then i 
the English people would discover what are I 
the miseries of war, of wdiich, by the bless¬ 
ing of God, they have hitherto had no 
knowledge; then the cultivation, the beauty, , 
and prosperity of the country, and the vir¬ 
tue and happiness of its inhabitants, would 
be destroyed, whatever might be the result 
of the military operations. God forbid that ' ; 
I should be a ivitness, much less an actor, lu 
the scene ” 

At the commencement of this great and 
arduous struggle, Napoleon Bonaparte, "the 
scourge and wonder of the age” in which j 
he lived, saw all the states of continental | 
Europe prostrate at his feet; every banner [ 
of its various states had veiled its glories I 
before his victorious eagles; France, Italy, I 
Poland, Holland, the Austrian Netherlands , 
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le Pradt, at AVarsa^r, when the abhe hinted 
the difficulty of finding men sufficient for the 
fearful expedition on which he was engaged, 
the heartless reply of the iramolator of his 
feliow-men on the shrine of his enininal 
and insatiable ambition wasj ferais la 
guerre avee du sang Polonnais*^'^ The 
best of his troops consisted of the natives 
of that nation and the German states^ and 
by their aid he had enslaved nearly the 
whole of Europe. By the same means he 
contemplated tlie subjugation of England, 
when he had reduced the Peninsula under 
his power. To further this, the highest 
object of his ambition, he ordered the build¬ 
ing of sliips of w^ar to proceed on a large 
scale throughout the ports of France, Spain, 
and Holland, He hoped, before the end of 
the year, to have above 130 vessels, in con¬ 
junction with the Eussian fleet, ready for 
sea, and wffiich w^ere to receive the anuual 
augmentation of about thirty more. Three 
hundred thousand men were to be stationed 
in the neighbourhood of the principal har¬ 
bours, from Copenhagen to Venice, ready 
to embark at a moment's notice on board 
the various squadrons. This gigantic de¬ 
sign of crushing hated England, and sub¬ 
jecting it, as Mr. Canning said in tlie de¬ 
bate for co-operation with the Spanish pa¬ 
triots (the 18th of June, 1808),to tlie tyrant 
of the earth—the common enemy of all 
mankind and as Mr. Sheridan, on the same 
j occasion, said, with equM truth, to insults 
and injuries too enormous to be described 
I by language/^—was frustrated and brought 
I to nought by the energy and talent of the 
, duke of AVeJliugton, and the valour and 
I patriotism of his companionsdu-anns. 

[ IVith the population of those countries in I 
his armies, and the vast line of coast which 
they present for the training and supply of 
seamen, he thought that he saw England, 

I like the rest of Europe, submissive at his cha- 
I riot-wheels, A concurrence of circumstances 
, at length presented him the opportunity for 
endeavouriug to put his projects into exe- 
I cation. Tliis was the corrupt and feeble 
! state of Spain, labouring under the evils of 
an imbecile govemment, a profligate court, 
and a crafty and sanguinary priesthood. 
The mean submission of the meek and terri¬ 
fied prince of the Brazils, Dom Pedro, pre¬ 
sented him the like facility of possessing 
Portugal, and declaring in his curt and 
and imperious style, that “the house of 
Braganza had ceased to reign,” 

• JItaforie de VAmhaasach de 


vor. T, 


To present the reader with a connective 
Wew of Spanish affairs, it is necessary to 
take a i-etrospeetive glance of the current 
events for tlie last twelve or thirteen years 
preceding this period of Spanish history. 

At the outbreak of the French revolution, 
Spain, fearful that “the divine rights of 
kings” were likely to be jeopardized by the 
diffusion of political knowledge, which was 
by that event shed over the understandings 
of men, and alarmed at jMirabeau^s expres¬ 
sion, that “the tricoloured cockade was about 
making the tour of Europe,” entered into an 
armed coalition with the other monarchies of 
Europe, to resist the dissemination of demo¬ 
cratic principles. In the prosecution of this 
regal crusade, the soil of republican France 
was trodden by Spanish armies, under Kicardo 
and Ventura; and even some fortresses, as 
Bellegarde, &c., in Roussillon, had been 
taken, and the battle of Cerite won. But 
the French repu!>lic reinforcing its armies 
on the frontier of Spain, the Spaniards 
were driven back, Figueras was taken, and 
the Basque provinces were overrun. The 
court of Aladrid, apprehensive of the ad¬ 
vance of tlie republicans on the capital, 
entered into the disgraceful treaty of BAsle, 
on the 12th of July, 1795, by virtue of 
wdiich, among other conditions, all in favour 
of her “faithful ally,” the “great and in¬ 
divisible republic of France,” she was com¬ 
pelled to declare war- against England, and 
receive a French fleet into the harbour of 
Cadiz. 

AViieii, by the battle of Jena, Prussia lay 
prostrate at the feet of the conqueror, the 
I king, queen, and minister of Spain, were 
thrown into the greatest consternation; and 
from fear of the vengeance of the arbiter 
of the destinies of Europe, they professed 
that the proclamation, or as general Foy 
terms it, “the unseasonable rhodoinontade/' 
which had been issued on the eve of battle, 
and in which a mysterious allusion wa^s 
made to some approaching crisis—“some 
terrible struggle at band”—and calling on 
the Spanish people to arm — was apoerv^- 
phal, and bacl been forged by the enemies 
of the government, and tliose who wished 
to produce a breach of amity between them 
and tlieii' august all fGold and presents 
were also lavished, without stint, among 
the mimona of Napoleon, in order to secure 
their good offices in propitiating lus favour. 
As Napoleon had still to contend with tiie 
disjointed fragments of Prussia, and the 
unbroken strength of Russia, he deferred 
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Spaiiij Chailes IV.^ was to assume iu tiiree 


J Ills vengeance until it slionld haj'monize 
' with his policy. To lay the train for this 
I fell purpose, he demanded a contingent of 
I troops to aid him in enforcing his anti¬ 
commercial or non-international system 
against England, The Spanish minister, 
to conciliate his favour, and neutralise the 
effect of his foolish proclamation, sent him 
16,000 of the best troops, under the com¬ 
mand of the marquis llomana, and 6,000 
under general 0\Farril; who, by forced 
marches, were hurried to Holstein and 
Tuscany. He also extorted large contri¬ 
butions of specie, both from Spain and 
I Portugal; from the fonner for the forgire- 
I ness of her perfidy, and from tlie latter for 
his permission of allowing her to become 
neutral in his contest with England, and for 
being the carrier of the Spanish dollars 
from the transatlantic dominions of Spain. 

I Affairs continued in this condition till 
] Napoleon Buonaparte found matters ready 
to put his projects into execution. On tlie 
29til of October, 1807, a secret treaty was 
entered into between the cabinets of Fon- 
tainbleau and Madrid, for the dismember¬ 
ment of Portugal, and the mUitaiy occu¬ 
pation of that country. By the terms of 
the convention, the country was to be 
divided into three portions; one, (namely, 
the province of Entrc-Minho-e-Duero and 
Oporto, under the title of the kingdom of 
Lusitania,) w^as to be given to the queen of 
Etruria; the second, (the Alemtejo and 
Algarves,) to be erected into an independent 
principality for Godoy; and France was to 
hold the central provinces of Estremadui’a, 
Beira, and Tras-os-Montes, with Lisbon* 
The ultra-marine dominions were to be 
similarly divided; and “ the royal wittoF^ of 

• Por tliis effort of political w'lsdom, ** the royal 
with ** the foolscap crown on the fooFs head,” 
created his connubial helpmate — Manuel Godoy, 
'*The prince of peace.” That man (Godoy) was 
originally a subaltern in the Spanish body-guard; 
but possessing a pleasing exterior and being of 
large dimemiona (a great subject of attraction with 
vicious w’omen) he attracted the notice of the worth¬ 
less and profligate wife of the aforesaid “royal 
W'ittoL” Kis ignorance was so great, that he could 
scarcely read; but he possessed those qualifieations 
which please frivolous and 'wea’k-iaindod w'omen — 
he could sing, touch the lute, and possessed the 
faculty of chatting on li^ht and trivial subjects. By 
the interest of the proffigate and adulterous wife of 
the ** royal wittol,” he was created minister of the 
crown, iu the place of the patriotic Florida Blanca, 
who w^as dismissed to make room for him; grand 
commander-in-chief of all the forces, naval and mili- 
taiy, admiral of Spain and the Indies; and protector of 
commerce. Moreover, he had a body-guard assigned 


years, the title of “ protector of Lusitania 
and the principality of the Algarves,'^ and 
that of emperor of the two Americas.^'* 
France was to take military possession ot , 
the country with 28,000 men, and Spain I 
with 27,000. An army of observation, 
consisting of 40,000 men, was to be as¬ 
sembled at Bayonne, to advance in case 
of need. | 

To give some shadow of excuse for his 
violence and usurpation, the French em¬ 
peror ordered the cabinet of Lisbon to 
close the Portuguese ports against the 
English; to arrest all the English resi¬ 
dents in the country; to confiscate all Bri¬ 
tish property wbicb miglit be in that coun¬ 
try ; to contribute a contingent forcef to 
enable lum to carry out the continental 
system; and to furnish a war-contribution ^ 
of one hundred million of francs, as ^^a| 
ransom for the state,” to enable him to 
carry out his plan for the amelioration of 
Portugal, and save it from the tyrant of the 
seas.” These conditions were pusillani- 
mously conceded to by the prince of the 
Brazils, Dom Pedro; and lie, moreover, 
agreed to declare war against England as 
soon as the transatlantic possessions of 
Portugal could he placed in a state of 
defence against English aggression. ^ 

To put this design into execution, the 
French contingent force, under the appel¬ 
lation of the army of Gironde,” under 
the command of Jundt, advanced from the 
frontiers of France, through Spain, on Por¬ 
tugal ; and had nearly reached the capital, 
wlien Pedro observing in the Moniteur the 
announcement, that ^^the house of Era- 
gan^a had ceased to reign,” fled on the ^ 

him, and was dignified with the title of most “ serene 
highness.” He had espoused the niece of the king, ' 
and Ills daughter was destined in marriage to the 
heh apparent to die throne. He w^as a man of the 
most profligate and depraved morals. His vanity 
was equal to Ids ignorance: he W'isbed to be thought 
of high and illusti'ious descent. To gratify his vanity 
in that respect, one of his minions undertook to 
prove tliat he was descended from Montezuma, the 
emperor of the Incas ; and another maintained that 
he derived his origin from the kings of the Goths. 
Friend Munos, the “ duke of Keanzanaies,” Madame 
Christina’s cAer fruUs is still of lower origin, and has 
even less pretensions to knowdedge. | 

f This force consisted of betw^een 8,000 and 9,000 | 
men, under the command of the marquis d'Aiorna; 
and the last miserable remnant of it perished in the ^ 
calamitous retreat from Moscow^, under the appel- i 
lation of La L&gion Portugaise. The Spanish' 
contingent force under OTaj-ril had perished in 
Germany, * 
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27tli of November, ou board of tlie Eng¬ 
lish fleet in the Tagus, and had scarcely 
got without the range of the batteries when 
he beheld the ensign of France* waving on 
the towers of Lisbon, On his entering the 
capital, Junfit immediately substituted the 
arms of the emperor for those of the house 
of Eraganza, over the gates of the palace, 
and issued a proclamation, declaiming that 
the emperor ivilled that Poiiugal should 
henceforth he governed in his imperial 
name. At the same time, the estates of 
the crown ivere confiscated, and heavy con¬ 
tributions levied on the iuhabitants. All 
the fortresses throughout the country were 
taken possession of by the French troops 
and the Spanish contingent force. To the 
eternal disgrace of the Portuguese military 
reputation, Lisbon, which contained 300,000 
inhabitants, and above 14,000 regular troops, 
abjectly submitted on the annirersary of 
the day on which Portugal had freed her¬ 
self from tile Spanish yoke, to a wretched 
force of 1,500 men, scarcely able to bear 
their muskets on tlieir shoulders, the greater 
part of the invading ai^ray in their advance 
from the frontier ha^'ing perished, whole com¬ 
panies and squadrons having been washed 
away in ravines by the swollen mountain 
torrents, or perished tlirough the severe 
hardships sustained in their advance. On 
the arrival of the French troops under 
Jundt, eminence^^ cardinal Mendo 9 a, 
the patriarch of Lisbon, commanded, in a 
proclamation, dated Stli December, 1808, 
his deai’ly beloved sons in Jesus Christ''^ 
to obey “ £bc man whom past ages could 
j not have foreseen, tJic man of prodigies, 

^ the great emperor whom God had called to 
j I establish the happiness of nations/^ In the 
I I same memorable patriotic document, all 
I opposition to the divine mission of the mag- 
j I nanimous ally of Portugal^'* was denounced 
j j "a crime against God/^ Don Jos«S Maria 
de Mello, bishop of the Algarves, also 
I I issued a proclamation in the same spirit of 
I I patriotism, and of fidelity to bis trust; and 
I the other bishops, like veritable fathers 
I 

• When the standard bearing the arms of Por- 
I tugal vas surmounted by the foreign colours, the 
I feelings of those Portuguese who felt as they ought 
' to feel, are touchingly commiserated by general 
Foy Veteran warriors, who, after their lives had 
been spared by war, have dragged out esdstence long 
enough to see the banner under which their blood 
had been shed, insulted by hostile bandst can ima¬ 
gine the anguish w hich was produced in the bosoms 
of the faithful sons of Lusitania, Their hearts w^ere 
overwhelmed with the bitterest afflictions at the 


iu God/^ were responsive to the revered 
and sanctified voice of the holy and faithful 
patriarch, in their charges to their flocks 
and clergy. The magistracy in their edicts 
vied with one another in recommending, as 
a ciril and religious duty, a kind inception 
of the French, and obedieuce to their mag- 
nanimous general. ^ 

As an excuse for co-operation in the ful¬ 
filment of the articles of tlie treaty of Fon- 
tainbleau, the army of observation on the 1 
frontiers of Spain was put into motion- 
Two fomidable corps, amounting to 53,000 
men, under Dupont and Moncey, advanqed 
into the very heart of Spain, and 12,000, 
under Duhesme, penetrated through the 
Eastern Pyrenees, at La Jonguera, and 
established themselves at Barcelona. All 
the key fortresses of the frontiers, namely, 

St- Sebastian, Figneras, Pampeluna, Bar¬ 
celona, and Mont Jouic, were obtained pos¬ 
session of by cunning and artifice so mean 
and despicable, that war, m its diguitv, 
disdains then practice; and all the priu- 
cipal passes across the Pyrenees being 
secoi’ed, the three main roads from France, 
by Perpignan, Navarre, and Biscay, to 
Madrid, were in possessioii of the French 
troops. 

The devices by which the French ob- 
taiiied possession of those strong fortresses, 
and the stupidity of the Spaniards in 
acceding to those devices, are gi^aphically 
described by general Foy, in his work enti¬ 
tled, Histoire de la Guerre de la Pdnhisule, 
His information is as followsTwo bat¬ 
talions of the 2nd regiment of infantry, 
commanded by the general of brigade, 
Nicolas, halted at Figueras, under pretence 
of waiting there for a great personage, who, 
it was whispered, was the emperor himself. 

As there were no barracks in the town, the 
general demanded permission to quarter his 
troops in the strong citadel of San Fer¬ 
nando, The governor, who was a weak- 
minded man, acceded to the request, and 
the Spanish garrison, quitting that almost 
impregnable fortress, took up their quarters 

humiliating sight. The fallen standard was conse¬ 
crated by every remembrance of religion and glory- 
According to the legendary belief of every true and 
faithful Portuguese, Jesus Christ, in his invariable 
partiality for the Portuguese, had given it on the 
eve of the battle of Ourique, 1139, to Alphonso 
Hemiquez, the first king of Portugali and had ira- , 
pressed on it the marks of his passion ; and while 
confiding that sacred labarum to such valuable keep¬ 
ing, had said to the favoured hero, “ Behold the sign 
under which thou shalt conquer,” 
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ill the town. Thus Figueraa fell into the 
possession of new masters. 

In the intermediate time, the remainder 
of the army of the eastern PyreneeSj under 
Dahesme, had arrived at Earcelona^ and 
bivouacked, in the iraroediate neighbour¬ 
hood o*f the town. Ou the following morn¬ 
ing they were under arms, on pretence of 
being inspected before they commenced 
their march for another destination. Lec- 
' chi, the commander of the Italian division, 

I ranged his troops in order of battle, with 
their backs to the fortifications. All the 
idlers of Barcelona, and even the Spanish 
I I soldiers of the giiai^, hastened to the review. 
Wliile they were listening to the music, 
and their attention was fixed on the minute 
vigilance with which the officers and the 
general himself examined every part of the 
dress of the battalions, two companies of 
the light turned short before the citadel 
gate, and covered the drawbridge before it 
could be raised. At the same time, Lecchi, 
advancing at fall gallop, called out to the 
Spanish soldiers, that intending to pay a 
\isit of compliment to their commandant, 
he liad sent the two companies to tiie 
I dra^wbridge as his body-guard. During this 
parley, Barcelona was in the possession of 
1 the French, a fortification of such ponderous 
strength, that Napoleon, in his subsequent 
communication to Gouvion St. Cyr, impres¬ 
sing the necessity of its preservation, said, 
that it would cost 80,000 men for its recap¬ 
ture, should it be lost* “Thus,^^ adds gene¬ 
ral Foy, “without stnking a blow, the, 
largest city (Barcelona) of the Spanish 
monarchy fell into the pow*er of the French 
—that city which, a century before, when 
all the rest of Spain had been subjugated, 

I liad contended singly against the armies of 
I Louis XIV. In the means which were 
employed to obtain possession of it,^^ adds 
the general, w'ith the noble scorn and indig¬ 
nation of the soldier at the practice of fraud 
I and duplicity, “there was a mixture of the 
I craft of weakness and the aiTOgaiice of 
strength. 

The rock of Jlont Jooic, on which was 
situated the fort, was too difficult of access 
to allow of the troops reaching it unper¬ 
ceived : Duhesme, therefore, went to count 
Ezpeleta de Veyre. “ My troops occupy 
your citadel,” said the I'renchmau; “open 
instantly the gates of Mont Jouic; for the 
emperor Napoleon has ordered me to put 
' garrisons into your fortresses.” The stupid 
I Spaniard obeyed the mandate, and gave up 
2S 


the keys of Mont Jouic. Possession of Pam- 
pelttna, Figueras, and St. Sebastian, were 
obtained by the same kind of stratagem. 

The plot vas now ripe for development. 
The feuds and animosities that had been 
artfully fomented between the imbecile 
Charles and his worthless son Ferdinand, 
had now risen to the pitch that the crafty 
Frenchman had designed. Ferdinand had 
solicited aid against his fatlier, and a matri¬ 
monial alliance with the Napoleonic dynasty. 
Charles, his vicious consort, and the expec¬ 
tant or reversionary prince of Portugal, 
her paramour Godov, had invoked the assis¬ 
tance of their “august ally” against the 
alleged treason and contemplated matricide 
by Ferdinand, whom they denounced as a 
rebel and an usurper. To tlie recriminating 
solicitations of Charles and Ferdinand, Na¬ 
poleon, for some time, paid ]io attention; 
but finding liis schemes now fully ripe for 
development, and the country sufficiently 
occupied ly his armies, which succeeded 
each othei' as the waves of the ocean, and 
had already inundated the northern and 
middle provinces of Spain, he commenced 
his professed mediatory measures. 

Charles, in the mean time, had abdicated 
his crown, on condition that Ferdinand 
interposed bis influence and autbority with 
the people, ^vho had seized Godoy as u 
traitor to his country, and were about to 
inflict the summary vengeance of death upon 
him, to release his wife’s paramour. Ferdi¬ 
nand was accordingly proclaimed king; and 
the people hailed his elevation, while they 
welcomed the abdication of Charles. 

In consequence of these events, Murat 
advanced from his cantonments at Aj'anda 
de Duero, and entered Madrid, March 23rd, 
with a strong corps of infantry and cavalrv; 
and when Ferdinand made bis appearance 
on the following day, with his fathers crown 
tottering ou his head, the lieutenant of the 
French emperor refused to acknowledge his 
title. A supreme junta was therefore ap¬ 
pointed, of wdiich Don Antonio, Ferdiuauers 
uncle, was constituted president; and Mu¬ 
rat was elected a member, 

Napoleon now saw the moment had 
aiuived for the denou^nent of his plot, and 
the extreme folly of the parties w'iio were to 
be Ids dupes gave an apparent sanction to his 
acts. Both Charles and Ferdinand liad, 
witli tl^e most extravagant flattery, solicited 
him to extend to them his protection. Both 
parties had been indirectly encouraged to 
believe, that he was disposed to favom* them 
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respectively. They were both, by strata¬ 
gem and artifice, induced to visit him at 
Bayonne, having been lured to the meeting 
by the artful Frenchman's liollmv profession 
of cementing their friendship/^ and “find¬ 
ing him their best and firmest friend/^ 
Napoleon hanng prepared them for tlie 
exhibition, confronted Ferdinand (who, not¬ 
withstanding that Napoleon had ofered him 
one of his nieces in marriage, and had pro¬ 
posed to carve out a kingdom for him in 
some part of Europe, manifested a deter¬ 
mined resistance to the resignation of the 
crown, of Spain) with his father, Lis adul¬ 
terous motlier, and her paramour, Godoy; 
when an infamous recrimination took ])lace 
between tlie royal brood, that would be 
scai'cely credited, were it not confirmed by 
I indisputable autliority* The queen, with 
I the rancorous hatred of an adulterous mo- 
I ther, thus broke forth to her son—Traitor, 
you have for years meditated the death of 
the king, your father; but, t^^uks to the 
vdgiknee, the zeal, and the loyalty of the 
I Prince of Peace, you have not been able to 
I effect your purpose—neither you, nor any 
of the infamous traitors who have co- 
I operated with you for the accomplishment 
I of your designsp I tell you to your face, 

' that you are my son, bat not the son of the 
I king! and yet, without having any other 
right to the crown than that of your mother, 
you have sought to tear it from us by force. 
But 1 agree and demand, that the emperor 
Napoleon shall be umpire between us;— 
Napoleon, to whom we cede and transfer 
our rights, to the exclusion of our family. 
I call on him to puuisli you and your asso¬ 
ciates as so many traitors, and abandon to 
him the wdiole Spanish nation/^ The paral¬ 
lel of this disgusting scene—this outrage on 
human naliire—is not to be found iu the 
pages of history; the case of Savage, the 
I author of T//e Ifasianl, whose profligate 
mother, the coimtess of Macclesfield, who 
gloried in proclaiming her infamy, for the 
baso purpose of disiulieritiiig her talented 
I but uatbrtimate son, bears but a faint ap¬ 
proach to it. 

After this memorable interview, the 
weak-minded and despicably-souled old king 
ceded all his rights to the" crown of Spain 
“ to the great man who has idready shown 
himself my beloved friend/^ and Ferdinand, 
who had no other alternative but to follow 
the same course, or to meet death (Napoleon 
having told him in express terms—“ There 
is no alternative, prince, between submission 


and death”), declared his renunciation of 
all right of succession in favour, as he 
phrases it in the form of Iiis abdication, of 
“ the hero who w^as destined by providence 
to save Europe and support thrones.” As 
a recompense for their mean and dastardly 
conduct, the imbecile father was pensioned 
and placed with his adulterous wife and her 
paramour in the palace of Compeigue, and 
the son sent a prisoner to the castle of 
Valencay, 

Ferdinand, to propitiate Sluratk fav^our, 
had, previous to this drama, delivered to 
him the sword of the French king, Frances, 
which had been surrendered at tlie battle 
of Pavia, and which tlie Spaniards had 
preserved with the highest veneration, fondly 
regarding it as a proud trophy of their for¬ 
mer greatness. To give effect to its transfer, 
its debvery was accompanied with great 
pomp and pageanti*y. 

The artful and insidious Napoleon having j 
thus extinguished the Bourbon dynasty of | 
Spain, and laid his train of designs for the 
subjugation of the Peninsula, convened, 
June 13th, at Bayonne, an assembly of 
notables, which was composed of the gran¬ 
dees and chief ecclesiastics of the state, “ to 
devise,” as he alleged, “apian under him 
as protector of Spain, for t!ie security of the 
happiness, and the regeneration of the 
country, and to render the Spaniards a 
great, glorious, and happy nation.” Of the 
one hundred and fifty members siimmoned, | 
ninety-one obeyed the call, and when Napo- ^ 
leon proposed his brother Joseph as their ' 
king, they all, with the most servile acqui¬ 
escence, swore fealty and homage to him, ' 
declaring with abject and fulsome adulatiou 
that they subinitted “ to branches of a | 
family destined by au overruling providence 
to reign over mankind and some of them I 
accepted places of trust and confidence 
about his court and person. 

Neither was this the whole of Spanish 
perfidy to Spain j in the course of the 
Peninsular war, the peasantry which had 
been armed at the expense of England, were 
also found fighting in the ranks of the 
enemy; and the French convoys were often 
under tivc care and guidance of Spanish 
commissaries and conductors. Joseph Buo- 
naparte^s ministry consisted of Spaniards, 
and he had a large body of Spanish troops 
in Lis service* 

The intrusiv'e king set out on his journey, 
to take possession of the vacated throne of 
the Boiubon dynasty of Spain, accompanied 
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I hj 10,000 Italian mercenaries,* and his 
I faithful adherents, the members of ^Hlie 
‘ assembly of notables/^ He entered the 
capital, May 20th, and was proclaimed 
“ king of Spain and the Indies^^ on tlie 24th 
of the same month; the supreme junto, 
the council of Castile, the municipality of 
Madrid, and cardinal Bourbon, primate of 
Spain, and first cousin of Charles, ha\dng 
sent in their adhesions; the last-mentioned 
person having written a letter to Napoleon 
Buonaparte, congratulating him on the event. 

Wliile the farce of the digestmeut of 
the new constitution was enacting at Bay- 
I onne, which v'as to secure the happi- 
! ness of Spain, and make her a great and 
glorious nation,” ixndcr the protection of 
the magaanimoLis Napoleon,” an event hap¬ 
pened at Madrid which seemed likely to 
disconcert all the craft and duplicity of the 
French emperor. 

Murat, in obedience to the commands of 
his master, to send him all the branches 
of the Bourbon family, sent ofl' the various 
cargoes of the royal brood duly packed 
and ticketedbut in his attempt to 
ti^ansrnit the queen of Etruria (the daughter 
of Charles,) and lier son, the infante, the 
population of Madrid surrounding the car¬ 
riage to prevent their departure, a riot 
I ensued, Jlay 2nd, and in the sanguinary 
conflict which took place, aud wdiich ilurat 
continued xvhile a pretext for resistance 
could be found, above 700 of the l^rench, 
and nearly the same number of the Spanish 
population, were slain* Numbers of pea¬ 
santry, who had flocked from the surround¬ 
ing couutiy to inquire about the fate of 
their friends in the city, were shot and 
sabred immediately tliat they approached 
the French position; and to deter the Spa- 
I niards from a Tcpetition of resistance, the 
I streets of Madrid were brilliantly illumi- 
1 nated throughout the night, to present to 
the inhabitants the ghastly exhibition of 
their dead and dying Aieods and relatives; 
nor were the bodies permitted to be re¬ 
moved till the evening of the second day 
from the occurrence of the bloody tragedy. 

' A military conunission was immediately 
appointed for the trial of the prisoners, and 
a number of them were shot, in batches of 
forty, tied two and two together, near the 

* Many of the officers of the Italian regiments, par¬ 
ticularly the ^Neapolitans, who were now engaged in 
assisting in the subjugation of Spain, were descended 
fi'om Spanish famUiea, whose founders had served 
and found fortune in the Spanish armies that had 
subdued Italy, under Gonsalvo de Cordova aud other 
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chui'ch of Senora de la Solidad, and the pro¬ 
menade of the Prado. 

The following extract from the Memoirs I 
of a VoUigeur in the French Service^ fur- ! 
nishes some interesting information on this 
subject:—“ It is with grief I speak it, hut 
truth compels me to acknowledge, that 
every conceivable atrocity marked the con¬ 
duct of the French soldiery on this dreadful 
occasion. The troops took deadly ven- 
geatfee, sparing neither age nor sex; the ' 
child and tlie adult, the male and the 
female, were cut down and pierced alike by 
the edge of the sabre or the point of the 
bayonet. Even the penitent at the altar 
found no protection from the soldiers' mad 
vengeance; and the unhappy individuals 
confined by sickness to the wards of the 
hospitals, were torn from their beds and 
inhumanly lacerated. One of our grena¬ 
diers encountering a young woman holding 
an infimt in one hand, aud brandishing a 
poniard in^he other, stunned the mother 
with a blow of the tmtt-eud of his musket, 
and impaled the child on the bayonet. To 
consummate tlic horrors of tlie dreadful 
scene which took place on this occasion, 
as soon as the insurrection was quelled, the 
matron and the virgin were the victims of 
the most brutal and unbridled lust.” 

The example which had been set by the 
capital was electric. The exalted display 
of courage and self-sacrifice of the Jladri- 
lenos, “ the first among tlie patriotic and 
martyred brave who set the stern example 
of defying tiie oppressor of their conn try,” | 
was too inciting, and carried too liome an 
appeal to every man's heart and soul, not to 1 
awaken every feeling that animates the heart. ' 
The pride and patriotism of the Spanish 
nation had been outraged and insulted. From ! 
a sense of the humiliation of their nation, | 
the thirst for vengeance burst at once on 
their imagination. One universal cry for 
arms was heard throughout, the land, and 
at the same moment a general insurrection 
took place; the first outbreak was at San¬ 
tander. In Valentia, Rodrigo, Cadiz, Se¬ 
ville, Carthagena, Valladolid, Granada, Ba- | 
dajos, and many other cities, the French, i 
and all Spaniards, the supposed partisans 
of Godoy and Napoleon, were massacred, j 
Provinci^ and local juntas xvere constituted I 
captains, and had established the dominicin of Sjjain 
in the Milanese and t he kingdoms of the Two Sieihcs. 
Thus, in the revolution of events, the shoots that 
Spain had thrown out in foreign conquests, were now | 
returned to strike at her veiy root and existence as 
an independent state. i 
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for the conduct of public affaii's, and the 
levying of money and troops. Deputies 
were sent from the Asturias to the cabinet 
of London^ to solicit arms, clothing, money, 
and the other matiriel of warfare* 

When the intelligence of the Spanish 
insiirrecticn reached Portugal, insurrec¬ 
tionary movements immediately took place 
in that country, to resist French oppression, 
and to endeavour to liberate the country 
firoTQ their galling tyranny, Melga^o led 
the way; the city of Oporto followed; and 
the example was imitated by almost every 
town thi’ougbout the provinces of Duero- 
e-Minlio and Tras-os-Moutes, At Coimbra, 
a considerable city midway between Oporto 
and Lisbon, a junta was established j and, 
in imitation of the Spaniards, deputies were 
' sent to England to soUeit money, arms, am¬ 
munition, and the other waidike necessaries. 

I A treaty of alliance was concluded by 
I the English government with both the 
' Spanish and Portuguese deputies ; and Bri¬ 
tish agents were sent to both countries for 
I the purpose of ascertaining their resources, 

! and organizing their military levies. The 
Spanish prisonci*s were equipped with arms 
! and clothes, and shipped for the purpose of 
being transported to their ow^n country 
as were also those in the service of Napo¬ 
leon in Holstein,t under the command of 
1 the marquis of Eomana, Specie, ai^ms, 

I money, and all the necessary mat&iel of 

* These men, forgetful of the ohiigations and 
j gratitude due to the English nation for Its bounty 
^ and generosity, mutinied on the passage, and seizing 
I the transpom, carried them into different ports of 
, the PemnsuJaj and disembai'king, proceeded to their 
homes. This was the £rst display of Spanish ingra- 
I tjludc for British gen erosit}^ 

- t The late poet-laureate, Southey, in his classi- 
caDy written, but not very scientific and trustworthy 
I History the Pemtistila}' JPat% introduces to the 
I notice of his readers the following singular and 
I intemting anecdoteThe author of The Piuin 
I JBnf/ltshman (voh i, p, 294), tells us on the authority 
of sir Kichard Keats, admiral of the English fleet in 
I the Baltic, that when the Spanish troops under the 
I command of the marquis Rotnana, iu the service of 
Napoleon in Holstein, were about being embarked 
I on board of English vessels, for the purpose of 
oeing transported to Spain, in order to co-operate 
I villi the Spanish patriot armies, it not being pos- 
j sible to take the fine, blaek, long-tailed Andalusian 
I hordes of the two refpments of cavalry, and the 
I marquis being fond of horses, and knowing that 
every man was (like the German dragoons, between 
I whom and their horses, there subsists an attachment 
' more like that which takes place between human 
kindred than betw’een man and beast) attached to the 
beast that bad carried him from Ms native laud to the 
sliores of the Baltic, was not able to order that they 
sbouid, according to the usual practice of warfare. 


warfare, were sent in profusion, almost with- 
oot stint or limit, to Corunna, Santander, 
Cadiz, Gibraltar, Malaga, and other places. 

They were all/^ says Napier, incessantly 
demanded, and as profusely granted/' 
Witliin twelve months from the comnieuee- 
ment of the war, England bad sent to the 
Spanish armies (besides J^2,OOG,000 sterling, 

150 pieces of field artillery, 420,000 rounds i 
of ammunitiou, 200,000 muskets, 61,000 
swords, 75,000 pikes, 23,000,000 ball car¬ 
tridges, 6,000,000 leaden balb, 15,000 bar¬ 
rels of gunpowder, 92,000 suits of clothing, 
356,000 sets of accoutrements and pouches, I 
310,000 pair of shoes, 37,000 pair of boots,* 
40,{)00 tents, 250,000 yards of clotb, 10,000 
sets of camp-equipage, 118,000 yards of | 
linen, 50,000 great coats, 50,000 canteens, 
54,000 havresacks, with a variety of other 
stores, far too numerous to be recapitulated/^ 
And all this profusion w^as being made to 
tlie worthless government of Spain, while 
the British army was left neglected and 
without any funds. To men so imbecile was 
the government of England tlien entfnsted.J ' , 
The enormous demands of aid and supplies I 
made by the Spanish juntas were scarcely 
credible. A rivalry often subsisted between 
the provincial juntas who should make the * 
highest demand on the British government. ! 
And there was not much cause for sm*prise; ‘ 
Mr, Canning having instructed the accre¬ 
dited diplomatists, Stuart, Duff, and tlie j 

be shot, to prevent them falling into the hands of 
the French, ordered that they should be turned loose | 
on the beach. As they moved off, tlicy passed some 
of tiie eonntry horses and maizes which were feeding ' 
at a little distance; but turning back again they 
attacked the native horses. These resenting the 
aggression, a general conflict ensued, in which the 
Spanish horses, retaining their regimental discipline, 
charged in squadrons of ten or twenty together. 

The opposite combatants soon adopted tlie same 
tactics* Then both sides closely engaged, each party 
striking with their fore-feet, and biting and tearing i 
one another with the most ferocious vajre, trampled ; 
over those which were beaten down, till the shore, 
in the course ol‘ a quarter of an hour, was strewn wilk 
the dead and disabled. Part of them had been set 
free on a rising ground at some distance, but tliey 
no sooner heard the roar of the battle, than they 
came thundering dovvn over the intermediate hedges, 
and catching the contagions madness, plunged into 
tlie fight with equal fury, * Sublime as the scene 
was/ as Southey entitles it^ h was too terrible to be 
long contemplated; and tbe marquis giving way ! | 
his merciful disposition, gave orders for sbooling the j . 
surviving combatants; but it was found impossible i ' 
to put the order into execution ; and after the last i 
boats had quitted the beach, the few horses that | | 
remained alive, were seen still engaged in the 
dreadful work of mutual destruction.” ] 

t Joneses Aceaunt n/ the fFar in the Penimula. * 
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other agents, to apprise the Spanish autho¬ 
rities, that no conditions were required as to 
the application of the pecuniary assistance 
afforded by the English government, and 
that the amount of money required to bo 
granted was of no signification. In pursu¬ 
ance of these unlimited conditions, the central 
junta, in an application to Mr. Stuart, the 
plenipotentifuy to the Spanish government, 
peremptorily demanded the following sup¬ 
plies to be furnislied without delay,'' 
namely: 10,000,000 of dollars, 500,000 yards 
of cloth, 4,000,000 yards of linen, 300,000 
pair of shoes, 30,000 pair of boots, 12,000,000 
of cartridges, 200,000 muskets, 13,000 pair 
of pistols, 50,000 swords, 100,000 ai'obas of 
flour, besides a large quantity of salt meat 
and fish. The gratitude displayed iu return 
for the profuse grants of the English gov- 
ermnent may be estimated from a post¬ 
script to one of tlie duke of WeUington's 
letters to his brother the marquis of Wel¬ 
lesley “ Just to show you the kind of people 
the Spaniards are to deal with, I mention 
that I cannot station even a corporal's party, 
in the Sien'a de Gata, or the Sierra de 
Erancia, wdtboufc giving the corporal money 
for rations for the horses and men of his 
party, wlxile the French liave everything in 
the same district for nothing/'^ We shall 
also see in the course of the following 
pages tlieir heartless and cruel conduct to 
the wounded at Talavera, as well as at 
other places in the course of the Peninsular 
war, and their treachery at the storming of 
BadajoE. 

Of this improvidence on the pai“i of the 
English go^'ernment, Portugal took advan- 
tngc, as well as the various juntas of Spain. 
Intending to convert the grants to their own 
private advantage, they demanded consider¬ 
ably more of every article than they had any 
occasion for, or could possibly find means 
of employing. The bishop of Oporto de¬ 
manded accoutrements, arms, and ammuni¬ 
tion for 40,000 infantry and 8,000 cavalry, 
with an immense quantity of ammunition, 
clothing, &c., though he knew that not one- 
tenth. of his demand could be made use of. 
“ The arms were," says the author of the 
History of the War in the JPe7imsuIa, “ gen¬ 
erally left in their cases to rot, or to fall 
into the hands of the enemy ;t the clothing 
seldom reached the soldier's hack ; and the 

* Despaic?ie$* 

t After the defeat of the Spanish army at Pio 
Seco, tinder Cuesta and Blake, many thousand Eng¬ 
lish muskets^ and an immense quantity of stores and 
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money, in all instances, misapplied, was in 
some embesizled by the authorities, into 
whose bauds it fell, iu others employed to 
create disunion, and to forward the private 
views of the juntas, at the expense of the 
public welfare. It is a curious fact, that 
from the beginning to the end of the war, 
an Eugii|sh musket ivas rarely to be seen 
iu the hands of a Spanish soldier. 

While these transactions were in progress 
of operation, liostilities broke out between 
the French forces in Spain and Portugal, 
and the natives of those countries. The 
Spaniards were defeated during t!ie months 
of June, July, and August, 1808, at Lo- 
gronOj Torquemada, Segovia, Cabezon, Sou- 
cillo, Huesca, Mallcn, Kalou, Epila, Arbos, 
Moncada, St. Pol, Cabrillas, Meliuos del 
Eey, Cueufa, Quarte, St. Felippe, the pas¬ 
sage of the Kucar, near Almanza, at Alco- 
lea, and at Jledina del Rio Seco, the loss of 
which last mentioned battle was the cause 
of IMadrid opening its gates to the intruder. 
In the battles of Cahejou, Torquemada, 
and Cuenca, of Huesca and Epila, under 
Palafox, and tliat of Medina del Rio Seco, 
under Cuesta and Blake, they sustained 
great loss, both in men and artillery. 
Amidst the uiipitying and unsparing severity 
with which the euemy used the sword upon 
the fleeing and defenceless Spaniards, the 
French cavalry shone in the rank of slaugh¬ 
ter. After the battles of Logroho and Tu- 
dcla, the French generals, Verdier and Le- 
febre Desnonefctes, put all the leaders of the 
Spaniards todeatJi. During the same period 
tlie patriots were successiul at tlie pass of 
Brncli; repulsed the French twice from 
Gcroiix, and twice from Valencia and Sara¬ 
gossa, and obtained the ignominious sur¬ 
render of Dupont's army at Bajlen. The 
Portuguese, during the same period, were 
beaten at Castro d'Airo, Villa Viciosa, Bcja, 
Leyria, l\Iontemor, Alobaga, Evora, Guarda, 
and Attalaya; but obtained some partial 
success at Oporto, Coimbra, Faro, and Fi- 
gueira da Foz. 

The two sieges of Saragossa, or as it is 
sometimes written Zaragossa, have been em¬ 
bellished with many romantic and exagge¬ 
rated legends of Spanish heroism, both male 
and female, by the late poet laureate Sou¬ 
they, and credulously adopted by tliose 
writers who are so carried away with-the 


aiiiniunition, of clothing and provisions, all of which 
had been supplied by t!ie EngHsh government, were 
captured at Benevente and Jlajorja, The same loss 
happened on several other occasions. 
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, I love of the marvellous and impossible as to 
disqualify them for the examination of the 
truth. Neither the men nor the women 
' did more than is generally done when 
I I brought to the pusli. Mr. Southey's extra- 
I I vagant laudation of Spanish gallantry and 
I ' Spanish cnduraiiee were formed on the tra¬ 
ditions of chivalry and romance with which 
the works of fiction of that nation abound, and 
I 1 in which he was very conversant. Had he 
had the opportunity of being personally ac¬ 
quainted with the defeats and disasters, the 
panics and flights, to which the rabble 
armies of the patriots, under their imbecile 
I and arrogant leaders, were constantly sub- 
I • jcct, he would have been more circinnspect 
, and apai'ing in his culogiums. The late Mi\ 

I Southey was not, however, slngnlar in his 
I exaggerations of Spanish heroism and other 
patriotic virtues; many other persons, among 
whom the political agents sent to that coun¬ 
try, contributed to mislead the English pub- 
I lie on the subject. Those gentlemen, in 
I their reports, over-rated the power and capa- 
I city of the patnots, and mistook popular 
feeling for physical power and warlike capa¬ 
bility. 

On the termination of the first siege of 
Saragossa, notwithstanding the destitution 
to which the inhabitants were reduced, heavy 
contributions were levied on tlie woe-struck 
city. Junfit, among liis other spoliations, 
demanded for bis own use a superb service 
of china, and fittings-up for a tennis-court. 

I Lannea rifled the church of Our Lady of the 
I I Pillar, of jewels to the amount of nearly half 
I a million of francs. Many of the monks 
j were enclosed in sacks, and thrown into the 
I Ebro. Palafox's chaplains, Goutiago Sao 
* I and Paulio Boggicro, met with the same 
I fate, having been first bayoneted on the 
I banks of that river. 

I I Honourable as the sieges of Saragossa, as 
I I also that of Gerona, were to the Spaniards, 

I the gallant defence of Mesoloiighi, in the 
j war of Greek independence, may vie with 
I any similar event recorded in ancient or 
I modern history, for the heroism displayed 
I by all of every age and sex, from the open- 
iug of the siege to its dismal close, 

I i he partial successes which the Spanish and 

Portuguese patriots had obtained, gave free 
scope for the display of the inordinate pride 
I and arrogance, the absm'd confidence and pre¬ 
sumption of the first mentioned people, and 
for the vapouring and extravagant boastings 
of the second. By the surrender of thePrench 
army, under the timid and incompeteixt 
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Dupont, to Castanos and Beding, (the errors 
of the former of whom ought to have placed ) 
him and his army prisoners in the hands of | 
thePrench, if their leader had possessed the 
ability of availing himself of them), all the 
innate {iricle and presumption of the nation 
burst fortli, and was inflated to the highest ■ 
degree; “ the glory of past ages seemed to 
be renewed; every man conceived himself 
to bo a second Gid, and perceived in the 
surrender of Dupont not only the deliver¬ 
ance of Spain, but the immediate conquest 
of Erance. 'We are obliged to our good 
friends the Engiisli/ was a coramou phrase 
among them when conversing with the 
officers of Sir John Moore's army; 'wt ' 
thank them for their good will, and we shall 
escort them tlirongli Prance to Calais; the 
journey will be pleasanter than a long 
voyage; we shall not give them the trouble 
of fighting the French, but will be pleased 
at having them spectators of our victories.' 

The brains of their ignorant and arro¬ 
gant leaders teemed with tlie most extra¬ 
vagant projects; instead of devising means 
to resist the enemy, they employed them¬ 
selves in composing manifestoes and decrees 
in inflated and bombastic language, or in 
making lofty and empty boasts. They also 
invoked the aid of religion and superstition 
to give greater nerve and spirit to their 
hearts. According to their version of afi'airs, 
the deity had signified that the cause of the 
Spaniards was his own. The priests re¬ 
ported, that the church of Our Lady of Gna- 
daloupe was struck by lightning on the very , 
day on which Ferdinand VII. entered Bay- 
onne. The tapers ivhicli were burning round ! 
the sacred image were extinguished, but the i 
mother of God remained untouched. In the | 
cavern of Covadenga, in the Asturias, so 
famous for having been the asylum of Pe- 
lago and his brave followers, attentive and de¬ 
vout devotees saw large drops of sweat trickle 
down the face of Our Lady of Battles. At 
Compostella, a clinking of arms was hemd 
during the night, on the tomb of St. James, 
announcing that the war was begun, and | 
that the glorious nation of Spain would 
again lead her armies to victoiy, ' 

This humility of opinion of themselves , | 
was not confined to the Spaniards; their 
peninsular neighbours, the Portuguese, had 
formed a like estimate of their valorous pro¬ 
pensities. When the British army ap- i 
proached the lines of Torres Vedras, that | ^ 
iutrigning member of the regency, Souza, 

* N^apier's of t/ie JVur in th& Peninmla. \ ' 
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proposed that the Portuguese troops should 
remain outside the lines, while the English 
took shelter within their protection. He 
was, uo douht, feai'ftil that the French 
would escape the valorous clutches of his 
countrymen. 

I In Portugal^ also^ the juntas instead of 
! teaching the people to practise the drill, to 
I erect batteries, and to throw up trenches, 

I employed them in puerile rejoicings, beating 
drums, ringing bells, and firing feu-de-joics. 
The Spaniards, in conformity with their ac¬ 
curate notions of military science, appointed 
their tutelar saint, Narcissus, generalissimo 
of all their forces ; and the Portuguese, in the 
same spirit of wisdom and patriotism, con¬ 
ferred the like responsible and arduous em¬ 
ployment on their unsubstantial friend, Don 
Antonio. Pesults proved how capable their 
eamtships and their confiding votaries were 
to compete with their active and enterprising 
adversaries, wdio invoked no other assistance 
I than common sense and common courage. 

J Such in the course of three short months 
had been the defeats and disasters, the panics 
and flights, to vvliicU tlie armies of tlie Span¬ 
ish patriots were subject, in their unequal 
I contests wdtli the veteran and disciplined 
ai*mies of France; and they experienced the 
same disasters and defeats, and were subject 
to the same panics and flights, dm'ing the 
whole six years of their contest for national 
independence. But it is impossible not to ad¬ 
mire the untiring patriotism and uusnbdnable 
spkit of the people in their feaifnl strug¬ 
gle with the oppressors of their country. 
Though army after army had been routed 
I and scattered as chaff before the wind, they 
I returned again to the conflict with their 

• Historians have talked largely and loosely about 
I the former militiuy auj>enonty of the Spaniards; 
but they have omitted to state, that the causes of 
that superiority were That the Spaniards were 

the first nation who made use of artillery in the held 
' of battle I and 2nd, That the introduction of that 
I I powerful and main arm of military svipenority, infan- 
I try, owes its origin to them. Their success at 
1 Pavia, Kocroi, and in the Low Countriest was en- 
I I tirely attributable to these causes* Headers should 
i be cautious in giving implicit credence to facts 
taken from Spanish and Portuguese writers, who 
often WTOte under fear, and subject to inquisitorial 
authority. 

I -f- TJie loss of the Flemish, and also the Italian 
I provinces, was a blessing to Spain, instead of an in- 
I Jury, as it is stated by some authors; it freed her 
I from wars and much useless national expenditure. 

And their loss was not only beneficial to Spain but 
j to the whole of Europe. For while Spain, and other 
countries, which had no local proximity with the 
' Netherlands, had any portion of them as their tribu- 
I tary, that part of Europe was the battle-field of dis- 
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powerful foe, undismayed and undisheart- 1 
ened. They were the victims of the folly ■ 
and imbecility (often the treacheiy) of tlieir j 
leaders; but they still made the most heroic I 
exertions for their deliverance from their i 
moral and political degradation* History | 
told them, that the military feeling of their 
ancestors was once their pride and boast,— j 
that Spain,^^ according to their historical 
annals, liad been the most warlike nation 
in Europe* till the battle of Eocroi, and the 
four-score years of warfare in the Nether¬ 
lands,f when they unfortunately lost their 
provinces/' Though these glorious scenes 
had passed away, and might be considered 
the grave of Spanish military renown, pride, 
patriotism, and all those feelings that make 
life acceptable and dignify hum an nature, they 
still inclined them to hope that the national 
spirit might be resuscitated, and their coun¬ 
try freed from the bondage of the foe, and 1 
restored to its former dignity and piolitical 
importance. Bat the great and primary 
constitnents of the military character^ hav¬ 
ing been deteriorated and debased by the | 
despotism and degradation, the benumbing 
and blighting influences of kingcraft and 
priestcraft, for a succession of ages; and the 
ignorant and arrogant leaders of the nation, 
both civil and militaiy, not possessing suf¬ 
ficient talent, energy, and patriotism to 
awaken and elicit the requisite sphit, all j 
the exertions and sacrifices of the patriots I 
were iEruitless and abortive* 1 

Dtudng the contests above described, be¬ 
tween the Spanish and Portuguese popula¬ 
tion and their fierce and haughty foes, all 
the terrors and dreadful visitations of war ‘ 
were practised by both sides, and on a 

putants, or as Sterne makes his hem term it, fiie | 
great prize-fighting stage of for thirty cen¬ 

turies, and bad occasioned many unnecessary and 
ravaging wars during that long succession of 
ages* I 

f The Spaniard naturally possesses all the qualifi¬ 
cations necessary for the formation of the soldier: he is j 
disposed to subordination, sober, patient, abstenuous. 
General Foy, in bis oJF the Petmmifar War. 

says that the Spanish soldier is capable of living on 
a pilchard and a bit of bread robbed with garlic. If 
the readers of the geuerars work should be disposed 
to beheve this statement in its literal sense, thev will I 
labour under a serious error. The duke of Wellmg- 
ton, with his usual discrimination, and strict regard 
for truth and fact, w ill be found a safer autbority, 

“ It is a mistaken popular notion,” says the iiritish 
authority, “ that the Spanish, or any other troops, 
can subsist on a smaller quantity, or a coarser kind 
of food, than the British. I have had th e opportunity 
of knowing, that the Spanish ere more clamorous for 
it, and are more exha'isted, if they did not receive it ' 
regularly, than the English ai’c.** | 
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scale of frightful magnitude. The most 
honihle excesses ^vcre perpetrated^ and the 
most rancorous spirit of hatred and revenge 
subsisted between both parties. On each 
side human nature was degraded hy the 
commission of the most fiendish barbarities 
and torments that the ingenuity and malice 
of man could devise. By the Frenchj con¬ 
flagration, murder, rape, pillage, and even 
desecration of churches, and every kind of 
atrocity and wanton outrage which the 
most demoniac wickedness could conceive, 
were practised. As a lively wiiter, who 
was an eye-witness of what he relates, has 
well expressed himself: “the progress and 
retreats of the French armies in the Penin¬ 
sula were marked hy acts more suited to 
the ruthless and savage deeds of a horde 
of barbarians—to the followers of an Attila, 
a Timour Bee, or a Ghenghis Khan—than 
to those of a European military force ^ they 
left beliind them scenes of horror unparaL 
Icled in the annals of war, but which are 
the inevitable results of the revengeful pas¬ 
sions inspired in a licentious soldiery, who 
are the instruments of evil and insatiable 
ambition. Many of their deeds are too 
! revolting to huraan nature, and too inde- 
I cent, to relate.^^ 

I The French often hmmt the towns and 
I villages through which they passed, plun¬ 
dered the inhabitants, and not unfrequently 
I massacred them, or hung them on the trees 
by the road-side. Even the generals, ex¬ 
cept Dorscmie, Mon^on, Macdonald, Mar- 
' mont,^ Brune, Mortier, IVavot, Brennier, 
Cliarlfit, and a few others, were rapacious 
, and cruel, and sanctioned the excesses of the 
troops. Besides their rapacity in their pub¬ 
lic capacity, they forced the chief people in 
the towns and cities to keep open table for 
them. Jundt, at Lisbon, obliged baron 
Quintilla to supply Ins table with forty covers 
daily; and Loisson visited siguor Ban%lero 
m the same fearfnl manner. Many French 
generals (among whom Vandamme and 
Davoust shone conspicuous) acted even more 
extravagantly in Germany, and the other 
conquered countries. The lower and more 
abject the origin of the man had been, the 
more sumptuously and ostentatiously he 
required to he treated j and the more fear¬ 
ful and exorbitant were his exactions* I\Tiat 
a beautiful contrast do the following procla¬ 
mations of the duke of Wellington and the 
duke of York form to the cruelties and licen¬ 
tious proceedings of the French generals and 
their troops, among whom, not to mention 


the atrocious massacres, violations, confla¬ 
grations, and devastations, “ pillage and 
plunder were systematically pursued by all 
grades, from the commander-in-chief to the 
common soldier/^ 

We subjoin a few extracts from the pro¬ 
clamation of the duke of Wellington to 
the French people, when the British army 
was in France, dated at liis head-quarters, 
Yera, November 13th, 1813: — That he 
w^ould “ prevent the evik that usually attend 
the advance of a hostile army, and which 
your government allowed to be committed 
hy its armies in Spain/^ At the same time, 
to protect the French population against 
the licentiousness of the Spanish troops, he 
issued another proclamation, authorizing the 
people of the districts which the British 
army had overrun, to arm themselves for the 
preseiwation of order, and the protection of 
their lives and property, und^ *' the direction 
of the mayors and ci\il authorities of the 
towns and villages; and ho moreover invited 
them to arrest all plunderers and evil-doers, 
and to convey them to British head-quarters, 
mth proof of the crimes committed, prom¬ 
ising to punish the culprits, and pay for all 
loss and damage. The justice of his pro¬ 
ceedings, and the good discipline he en¬ 
forced, not only among the Spanish troops, 
but throughout the allied army, so won the 
esteem and confidence of the French popu¬ 
lation, that the peasantry, to save their pro¬ 
perty from the pillage'of the French sol¬ 
diery, and the exactions and forced contri¬ 
butions of the French generals, passed into 
the British lines, and put themselves, their 
carts, implements of liusbandry, and other 
property, under tlie protection of the British 
general. Also by his rigid probity in 
paying for all the supplies furnished to the 
British army, a preference was given by the 
French dealers in the supply of the British 
troops to those of their own conn try; but 
the cousequeuce was that the value of coin- 
modities was greatly enhanced, the daily 
cost of the rations of eacli man haring been 
atone period above six shillings British specie. 

The order of the duke of York issued to 
the army under his command, in reply to the 
decree of the National Convention of France, 
issued in April, 179 i, directing that no 
quarter should be given to the British 
troops, was equally honourable to the Bri¬ 
tish character :—“ Remember, soldiers, that 
mercy to tlie vanquished is the brightest 
gem in the character of the soldier." 

The following observation of general Foy, 
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when speaking of the mode in which England 
carries on war^ is as highljr complimentary 
to onr countrjj as it is honourable to the 
candour of that high-minded man^ and Ins 
regard for truthPlunder and exaction ' 
in foreign countries are regarded with gener- J 
ons aversion by men^ who, even in war, show 
every respect to institutions and private pro¬ 
perty/^ In pursuance of this principle, the 
general proceeds to remark, that “ 10,000 
English, with money in their hands, would 
die of hunger where 20,000 French would 
Hve for nothing/^ 

The lew or law of retaliation, was 

adopted by the Spanish and Portuguese 
patriots, in its most extensive and unre¬ 
lenting manner; but it must be admitted, 
that it was not to be expected, that a wild 
peasantry, and an oppressed and insulted 
people, who beheld their dwellings burnt, 
their property plundered, their fields kid 
waste and devastated, and their wives and 
daughters violated, and often massacred, 
before their very eyes, could restrain thek 
vengeance and moderate th eir 'sdoicnee; 
such an expectation is in opposition to 
nature, and in contradiction of those feel¬ 
ings that were given us for the wisest and 
most obvious purposes; the unbridled per¬ 
petrations of lust, rapine, and cruelty, by 
an insolent foe, invoke and put into opera¬ 
tion all the energy of patriotic hatred, and 
all the vengeance of outraged morality. 
Assassinations and cruelties were, therefore, 
adopted in the spirit of the wildest and 
severest retaliation* The barbarities prac¬ 
tised against the stragglers and sick of the 
French armies, were horrible; they were 
the victims of either shocking lingering 
deaths, or frightful mutilations* As tlie 
author of The RecoUedAom in the Penimula^ 
says, in one of his works, ^The Tales of the 
Wars of onr Time (and his iiaiwative is not 
the suggestions of fancy, but a true and 
faithful portrait)—Blows and exactions, 
pillage and I'apiue, insults and cruelties, 
filled the bosoms of the Spaniards with 
deadly and vindictive hatred, which found 
a thousand secret and silent modes of ex¬ 
hibiting its awful power* While the veteran 
conquerors of Italy, Egypt, and Germany, 
marched into the battle-fields of Spain with 
a laughing insolence, which their easy and 
cheap-bought victories and trifling losses, 
had made natural to them, their ranks were 
daily thinned and wasted by tlie stiletto 
or the dose of poison, by the massacre of 
the sick and sti'aggiers, by the overpowei^ 
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ing of small detachments, by the ^vaylayiug 
of small convoys, by the poisoning of wells 
and food, and by all the other means that 
revenge and insulted national honour could 
devise*'"^ Of the sickening and abhorrent 
atrocities put into execution in fnrtherance of 
this purpose, the following transactions afford 
but a faint and an imperfect conception. 

A party of French soldiers who had been 
captured in Navarre, were buried in the 
ground up to their chins, and the heads 
of the leaders having been struck off, were 
bowled by the guerillas against those of 
the living; and that monstrous diversion 
was persisted iu for some timo, and vdth 
the most fiend-like delight* The prisoners 
were sometimes literally hacked to pieces; 
many were roasted alive; and often the 
ligaments of their arms and legs were sepa¬ 
rated, the limbs being left pendant to tlie 
body, to increase tlie pain and torture of 
the sufferer* In short, all the innate cruelty 
of the Spanish character was called into 
action to devise new modes of torture and 
punishment. All the atrocity and cruelty 
practiced on the Peruvians and other of- 
fenceless tribes of the South Americans by 
Pizzaro and the other Spanisli marauders, 
seemed to be rerived, and to assume new" 
vigour and actirity in the hands of the 
descendants of the savage and remorseless 
conquerors of the New \Vorld. 

Brigadier-general Eene, on his return 
from Portugal, to which country he had 
been on civil affairs, being taken prisoner, 
was plunged alive into a cauldron of burn¬ 
ing oil. l\fany officers, among whom were 
captain Cagnier and commissary Vaugier, 
were put between planks, and sawn to 
pieces. Several of the followers of the 
Empecinado having been nailed to the trees 
in the passes of the Guadarama moLintaios, 
by the French, and left there to expire 
slowly by thirst and hunger; before a week 
elapsed from the display of that act of 
barbarous cruelty, a like number of French 
prisoners were affixed to the same trees 
by the guerillas* And in tliis spirit a war 
of extermination was carried on by both 
parties with the mast relentless fury. The 
14,000 prisoners who surrendered at Baylen, 
were either massacred or sent to tlie desert 
island of Cabrera, in the Mediterranean, 
where, from the severest privations and the 
most cruel treatment, but few of them were 
found alive at the termination of the war* 
The cruelty inherent in the Spanish cha¬ 
racter at last reached to so high a pitch, 
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, that the slaughter of prisonersj and of the 
, sick in the hospitals that happened bv the 
fortune of i^av to fall into their hands, was 
lightly and unfeelingly termed aseffurar, 
that is, make of them. Indeed, hatred 
and vengeance had become so inveterate 
and predominant against the French, that 


they were blended, not only in all acts and 
ideas of the Spanish population, but were 
even introduced into tbeir national songs 
and ballads. Neither w^ere the Portuguese 
less revengeful than their neighboui's. Both 
nations rivalled each other in the fierce and 
vengeful passions. 


I 


THE FIRST PORTUGUESE^^^ CAMPAIGN, 

A.D. 1808. 


The deputies from the Portuguese juntas 
having solicited the aid of a British force to 
enable them to expel Gaul's locust host^' 
that infested the Peninsula, 9,000 men, who 
had been assembled at Cork for the desti¬ 
nation of South America, sailed the 12th 
of July, 1808, under the command of lieu¬ 
tenant-general sir Arthur Wellesley (who 
had been so gazetted on the 25th of April), 
for the coast of Portugal. The iairding was 
appointed to take place at Figneras, a little 
fort near the mouth of the Mondego; but 
as the line of coast of that country is 
extremely rocky, and exposed to tlie full 
sweep of the Atlantic, the whole of the 
troops, artillery, stores, &c., was not landed 
tilt the 5th of August, the weather having 
not been propitious for the purpose, as the 
slightest breeze from the seaboard occasions 
a surf to break along the coast, which ren- 

' The configuration which Portugal presents in 
geographical maps, and m it is desenbed jji the vaii- 
ous books on the science, give a very erroneous and 
imperfect idea of that country, as it has been formed 
by the hand of Nature* To one who casts his eye 
on the map of the Peninsula, it appears as if he had 
only to step over the boundary line, and he immedi'* 
ately iransfers himself from one country to another. 
But a personal knowledge of that locality would soon 
convince him that he had formed a very erroneous 
conception of the geographical attributes which con- 
stitute the boundaries of Spain and Portugal. This 
may appear from the following sketch of its pecu¬ 
liarities r—^The frontier of Portugal is very rugged ; 
and thh is occasioned by the country being izker- 
sected by several ridg^es of mountains, throwing off 
numerous offsets, which cover the face of a great 
part of the country. The pai'ent-ridges orecoutinua- 
tions of the chains which cross Spain from east to 
west, and which have a general inciinalion north-east 
to south-w’esL Another cause of the frontier rtigged- 
ness of Portugal that its physical geography varies 
from that which is peculiar to other maritime coun¬ 
tries. In all other maritime positions, as rivers ap- 


ders all approach to it dangerous at the ' 
time. On the evening of the disemharka- ! 
tion of the last of the forces, the expedition 
under major-general Spencer hove in sight, ' 
which had been dispatched to co-operate 
with the Spaniards in the south of Spain, ' 

and wheu at St. Mary^s, near Cadiz, had i 

been sent for by sir Arthur. 

When the whole of the forces had effected ' 
a junction, the advanced guard moved from [ 
its ground on the ^Mondego, on the 9th, ' 
and was followed on the following day by ' 
the main body. The army advanced by the 
coast-road to Leyria, reached Alcoba 5 a on 
the 14th, Caldos and Obidos on the 15th, i 
at which last-mentioned place an affair of ' 
advanced posts took place hetwem the Iios- j 
tile armies, in which, on account of the ' 
precipitancy of the pursuit of the French 
piquets, by the rifiemcn of the 95 th, the i | 

I 

proach their mouths, the mountains dip and the 
valleys widen ; but such is not the case In Portugal. | 
There the mountains increase in height, and the ral- \ 
leys become naiTower. The provinces of Tras-os- 
Montes aud Entre.Douro-c-Hinho, are more meun- 
t^nous than the hordfuing provinces of Spanish 
Galicia and Leon. This peculiarity is occasiont'd by 
physical causes, dependent on the antagonist or 
counteractive powers of land and water; nature hav¬ 
ing, in her provident provision, formed the coast 
bold and rocky to resist the weight of the volume of 
the waters of the Atlantic, ■which is throw^n upon 
them -with great force and violence. The boundftry , 
line, besides ranges of mountains, consists of rivers. 

The Minho forms the boundary line from Melgaco 
to its mouth. The other river boundaries are formed ^ 

by the Turones, tlie Erjas, the Lener, the Giiadiana, 
and the Chanza; the hanks of those rivers are very 
steep and rugged. All the great rivers of Portugal 
as the Minho, the Douro, the Tagus, and the Gua- 
diana, have their rise in Spain, and belong to Portugal, i 

only ia their lower basins. The Mondego is the only 
river that has its source and whole course in Por¬ 
tugal. I 
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latter lost some prisoners. At Leyria^ the 
British army had been joined by 5^000 
Portnguesej under Freire; but that general 
refused to advance, and appropriated to his 
own use the stores of proyisions that had 
heen collected in that city by the bishop of 
Oporto for the British. The only effect of 
sir Artlmris appeal to his honour and impu¬ 
tation against his patriotism and spirit, was 
the 'placing of 1,400 infantry and 250 ca¬ 
valry under the orders of the British general. 

It was now/^ to adopt the vivid and elegant 
language of the tasteful author of The Mili- 
tarij Memoirs of Wellmgtont the wide 
theatre of fierce and sanguinary warfare 
that the careless whistle and the cheerful 
laughter of the English soldier was first 
heard. He, stranger alike to the violent 
and vindictive feelings which animated the 
invader and the itihabitant, marched gaily 
forward, looking for a combat as for some 
brave pastime; and panting to prove at 
home that the favoured jacket of blue 
covered not bolder hearts than those that 
beat proudly under his own crimson uni¬ 
form and in tlie words of another eminent 
historian of English prowess, from this same 
source was to flow, ^Hliat mighty stream of 
battle, guided by the genius of Wellington, 
bearixig the gloiy of England in its course, 
which bui'st the barriers of the Pyrenees, 
and, while it left deep traces of its fury on 
the soil of Prance, gave peace and happiness 
to Europe.'^ 

On information of the landing of the 
Bi'itish army, tlie French comraander-in- 
chief in Portugal, Junfit, had ordered Deia- 
bordc, Loisson, Thomieres, Kellerinan, 
Travot, and Marganon, to advance towards 
Lisbon, leaving garrisons in the fortresses of 
Elvas, Almeida, and Peniche, and keeping 
advanced posts at Thomar, Santorem, 
Obidos, &c. He himself advanced with the 


reserve from Lisbon. The design was for 
all the different corps to proceed in concen¬ 
tric lines to a given point (Leyria), at which 
it was arranged that the attack was to be 
made upon the British army. 

To prevent the junction of Delaborde and 
Loisson, and thus force one of them to 
action, before the meditated junction could 
be effected, was the object of the com¬ 
mander-in-chief of the British army* This 
object he accomplished by severing the line 
of communication of the forces under those 
generals who were advancing from Abrantes 
and Lisbon, with the intention of forming 
their junction at Leyria* Thus Loisson was 
obliged to make a circuitous march, and 
compelled to fall back on Santarem; and 
Delaborde was placed in the predicament of 
retreat, and exposing the line of Tori'es 
Vedras and Mafra, or of accepting battle. 
The Frencli general preferred the latter 
alternative, as he was in the neighbourhood 
of a strong natural position, and entertained 
sanguine hopes of being joined during the 
action by Loisson^a force (from Bio Major), 
which amounted to betweeu 7,000 and 
8,000 men. He accordingly took up his 
position on an elevated plain in advance of 
Bolipa,—or, as it is otherwise termed, accord¬ 
ing to the whim or carelessness of trau- 
scribers, Rori 9 a, Boleia, Eoliera, Bolissa— 
which is a pleasant and romantic village, 
situated at the mtersection of the roads 
leading from Alcoentre, Torres Vedras, and 
Montechique, and at the southern extremity 
of a large oblong valley running north and 
south. Behind him, at the distance of one 
mile in his rear, a second position, paral¬ 
lel to his first, presented itself in tlie steep 
and difficult ridge of Zambugeira- This 
position, besides its great strength, enabled 
him to preseiwe a facility of communication 
w-ith Loisson and Junfit. 


BATTLE OF BOLICA. 


On the 
o^clock 


17th of August, about seven 
in the morning, the British army 
broke up its temporary cantonments from 
Caldos and Obidos, and advanced in three 
colamns towards the enemy. On the ap¬ 
proach of the British to the French posi- 
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tion, Delaborde, perceiving firom the skilful 
disposition of the English general, that both 
his Sanks were threatened, fell back from 
his position on the plain in front of the vil¬ 
lage to the heights of Zambugiera (or as they 
are otherwise termed by some authors, Co- 
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lumbiera), and again lie effected bis forma¬ 
tion of battle on the table-land of that ridge 
of rocks. As that precipitous and appa¬ 
rently inaccessible position ^vas shut in by 
rocky thickets on both sides^ covered with 
a close underwood of myrtles and gum 
cistus^ it was to be approached only by a 
few difficult tracts, consisting of deep ravines, 
or water-courses, diverging from the foot 
of the heights to their crest, in the form of 
a fan; the original formation of tlie British 
army w^as altered to meet the correspondent 
changes of the Ercnch force and their 
altered position. General Ferguson's divi¬ 
sion and forces, consisting of 4,800 bayonets, 
50 horsemen, and six guns, and a Portu¬ 
guese force, consisting of 1,300 men, and 
50 cavalry, under lieutenant-colonel Trant, 
were therefore ordered to skirt the base of 
the heights to the east and west, and turn 
the enemy's flanks. Another object of 
Ferguson's disposition to intercept and 
retard Loisson's junction with Delaborde, 
which was hourly expected, as he had then 
reached Eorabarel, which was only five 
miles distant from the field of battle. The 
centre of the English force, composed of 
Hill's, Nightingale's, Cotton's, Granturd's, 
andFord's brigades, and under the immediate 
command of sir Arthur Wellesley, being 
formed into five distinct columns of bat¬ 
talions, entered as many defiles or ravines 
in the front of the enemy, and after strug¬ 
gling with almost msurmountable difficul¬ 
ties (the ascent being so steep, that in many 
pai'ts a slip of the foot would Iiave been 
fatal; and in numerous places it was so 
overrun with briars, brush^vood, and wild 
myrtlewoods, and in some places so impeded 
with rock, as gi’eatly to interrupt the ad¬ 
vance of the troops, and break them forma¬ 
tion); and under a sultiy sun, stormed all 
the passes, and reached the crest of the 
ridge; but the defile along which the 39th 
regiment advanced being so narrow as to 
admit of but three or four men abreast, 
when it reached the ground upon which it 
was to deploy, the men w'ere so exposed to 
the fire of the French riflemen, who occu¬ 
pied the vineyards, that they were unable 
to form any front to return it, until the 
grenadier company cliarging that part of 
the enemy which was upon the open plain, 
gave time to the companies belnnd it to 
effectuate their formation, when, notwith¬ 
standing the murderous fire of grape and 
musketry, that had been poured into its 
dense columns, and that it had lost its gal¬ 


lant colonel, Lake, it rallied, and being sup¬ 
ported by the 9th regiment, they wou back i 
j their dead and wounded, and were on the 
point of being led, under major-generals 
Hiil and Nightingale, to a charge ou the ' 
enemy's line, when Delaborde, perceiving 
that his right flank was about being turned 
by generals Ferguson and Fane,—-whose ' 
advance had as hitherto been retarded by 
the nature of the ground over ivhich tliey 
had to march, beyond the time which hail 
been calculated necessary to enable them to 
reach theh appointed destination, so as to 
have formed a simultaneous attack with the I 
central portion of the English army,—^letired ' 
his forces by alternate masses" from the i 
heights on which be was posted, to the vil¬ 
lage of Zambugeha; pi^otecting his move- ^ 
ments by vigorous charges of cavalry, and 
effecting liis change of position in good | 
order, on account of the deficiency of cavalry 
in the English army. There he rallied; 
hut being dislodged by a spirited and vigor- i 
ous charge, led by major-general Spencer, i I 
he retreated by the pass of liana in a long ! 
night march to Montechique, which was | 
about nine leagues distant from the field of | 
battle; leaving three guns in the possession 
of the victors, and the line of march to 
Torres Vedras uncovered. The loss of the 
English army was 78 killed, 335 wounded, | 
and 74 missing. The loss of the enemy 
in killed and wounded has been variously 
stated. Sir Arthur, in his despatch, said 
it exceeded 1,500, Tliiebauldt {a dubious 
antliority, as the Frcncli never acknow- i 
ledge the truth on such occasions) says it j 
was 600. A glaring violation of trutli per- j 
vades all theFrench mihtary works extant, as 
to the extent of their losses, and the effective 
force of the combatant Fx'ench and English 
armies in all the battles tiiat have taken 
place between those two nations, both in 
recent and former times. Even general ! 
Foy, one of the most liberal, enliglitened, 
and most truth-speaking of French military ' 
authors, has sadly transgressed in this 
respect. He says, that the French m^my in 
Egypt was opposed to 14,000 British troops, 
and 60,000 Turks; and that the French 
army under Eegnier was opposed at the 
battle of Maida by 10,000 English troops 
under sir John Stuart, as mauy Sicilians, 
and some Neapolitan refugees. The last ' 
mentioned battle he also denominates a 
mere skirmish, unknown everywhere else 
but in England." He also gravely and 
logically attempts to prove, that Soulfc won 
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the battle of Toulouse (though he ran 
' away) and asserts that the Euglisli army 
I consisted of nearly twice the number of 
I I men than it actually did. Suchet^ in liis 
I MeinoirSj talks about "the reputation too 
I I easily acquired at Salamanca and Vittoria/^ 
i Thiers, in liis Hisioi'i/ of ihe Consulate and 
I I Empire, maintains that the English lost 
I the battle of Alexandria; and that very- 
I I conspicuous writer of military romance, 

' I kindly condescends in another part of his 
work, to inform us, that had Napoleon 
I invaded England, he must have subjugated 
1 it, as Lia troops had been victors at Fried- 
I land, Jena, and AusterlitE* Some French 
I wTiters have also undertaken to prove, in 
' due logical form and figime, that the Eng- 
I iish lost the battle of Waterloo, but that 
I they were so stupid as not to rnn away. 

The amount of force under the British 
general at lloli^a was 13,480 infantry, and 
470 cavaby; but the troops actually engaged 
were only the 5tb, 9th, 29tb, some riflemeii 
of tlie 95th and GOth, and the Hank com¬ 
panies of major-general HilFs brigade, 
amounting in all to scarce 4,000 men; as 
i it was not possible, from the natiue of the 
ground, that a greater force could he 
I brought into action. Fourteen hundred 
Portuguese infantry, and 250 cavalry, w^ere 
with the army. This force general Wel¬ 
lesley had obtained from the Portuguese 
commander-in-chief Freire, for the sake of 
the moral and political eftect which their 
presence and co-operation would have on 
tlie minds of the Portuguese nation. The 
amount of the French force, under Dela- 
horde, has been variously stated, Tliie- 
bauldt, with the usual veracity of tiis 
countrymen on such occasions, says that it 
consisted of but 1,900 men, Sarrazin, 
Wellesley, and Napier (an authority by no 
means disposed to underrate French supe¬ 
riority and skill) all assert that it amounted 
to 5,000 men, of whom 560 were cavalry. 
Such was tiie battle of Holiga, wiiich 
lasted till four clock iu the afternoon, and 
I which dispelled tiie charm w'hieh had fesci- 
I nated and overaw ed Eux^ope, and had palsied 
the understanding of the Aveak and timid 
part of the English public and press, as to 
, Frencii invincibility and French superiority 
of military talent. Such was the issue of 
the fii'st contest in which the “ sepoy gene- 

I • The English ha%"e been sneered at, not only by 
I Buonaparte and his colleagues aud satellites, in re¬ 
spect of their character as soldiers ; they received the 
same compliment from Louis and Villeroy a century 


and the shop-keeping and cotton- 
spinning army^^ of Buonaparte aud hh 
vapouring generals, Jundt, Soult, and Mas- ' i 
sena, wdth all tiie other opprobrious epithets i 
which braggart and mortified and humbled j , 
French pride, has assailed the British army ' I 
and its illustrious leader,^ Such was the I 

prestige or earnest they had given of their ' 

ability for contending, in a series of sue- I 
cessive combats and uninterrupted triumpiis, i 
from Eoh^a to Toulouse, from the heights 
of Lisbon to tlie walls of Paris, for the paim ' 
of victoiT, the glory of tritimpli, and the 
dispelling of the fake halo of invincibility 
with whicli the brows of French warriors 
hud been encircled by weak and misguided ' 
popular Oiiinioii, and ignorant and factious 
writers. . \ 

The British army pursued the foe to Villa 
Verde, on the road to Torres Vedras, where • 
it bivouacked dnriug the night. Next day, ; 
the commander-iu-chief learning that nia- ► 
jor-generals Austrnther and Aclandk dm- 
sionsj amounting to between 4,000 and 
5,000 men, and which had sailed from Har- j 
moh in July, had joined the lleet of vie- | 
tnailers oft' Peniche, ordei's Avere issued to 
discontinue the pursuit, and the Hue of 
march was directed on Lourinham, to cover 
the disembarkation, as a large hostile force 
of cavalry was in that neighbourhood. On 
the 2dth sir Arthur took up a position at 
Vimiera, a village situated near the sea- 
coast, in the valley of Maceira, and about 
nine miles distant from Torres Vedras; and 
sent forwm"d a detachment to cover the dis¬ 
embarkation of the troops in the bay of 
Maceira. , 

An officer Avho visited the battle-field 
of Boli 9 a, tliirty-six years after the bloody 
tragedy bad been enacted on its theatre, 
says there was not a symptom or a frag¬ 
ment remaining to indicate the event, ex¬ 
cept the tombstone over the grave of colonel 
Lake, which the officers of his regiment 
had dedicated to his memory, as a tribute 
of their esteem and respect. He adds, 

In the now peaceful and smiling x^alley 
of lloli5aj which once resounded Avith the 
crash and clangor of arms, the deafening 
roar of cannon, and the peals of musketry, 
the exulting sound of victory, the shriek of 
agony, aud the groans of despair, nature 
w^as then in her most lovely gai'b—green 

before, Shipn, their Gallic friends were of opinloK, 
they might manage ; but as to land-fighting, they 
were ciphers—mere sea wolves,” awkward and inex* 

— -iinpossible to contend ivith the great nation 


























fields of wheat and baidey gracefully undu¬ 
lating under the infiaence of the morning 
I breezej now redolent of the perfume of the 
j peachy the almondj and the orange bios- 
I The same is nearly the case with 

I all the battle-fields of the Peninsular war. 

The writer of this work witnessed the fol¬ 
lowing scene;—On the countermarch of that 
part of the British army under the command 
of general HiU, wliich had occu|>ied Madrid 
in observation of Soult^ to the confines 
of Portugal^ the ruined forts of Fort Napo¬ 
leon and Eagusa> which had been dismantled 
but a few short months beforej were overhung 
with wild weeds and grass j and the waUflower, 
the honeysueklej and ivy, clung to the em- 
brasui-es of Fort Napoleon, and nodded on 
the summit of tlie tower of Kagusa. The 
avant fosse, in which above* 1,000 men 
had been buried under the ramparts, that 
had been thrown over them, was covered 
with grass and weeds, and no other indi¬ 
cation of the mortality that had been im¬ 
mured there appeared, but a fleshless bone 
and a brokeu musket projecting here and 
there from the sod. 

It would be unjust to tbe memory of the 
heroic dead, to close this chapter without 
a tribute to tbe bravery of colonel Lake,* 
who fell during the engagement; he was 
one whom “ the officers adored, the soldiers 
; revered, and there were few w ho would not 
: have laid down their lives for," Mr. Guth¬ 
rie has given the follo^ving graphic and 
touching description of his deatli:—A 
I narrow, steep ravine seemed the only acces- 
I sible part, and up this. Lake, without fur- 
j ther hesitation, led his grenadiers, on horse¬ 
back. The whole regiment followed with 
I unexampled devotion and heroism, and 
gained the summit; but not w'ithout tbe 
I loss of thi’co hundred men in the desperate 
I coufUct, which took place almost hand-to- 
I hand in the olive-grove half-way up the 
' hilh Broken and overpowered by num- 
I berSj Lake fell, and his soldiers would have 
been driven down, if the 9th regiment had 
' not rushed up with eq^ual ai'dour, led by a 
i no less gallant soldier, colonel Stewart. The 
I two regiments forjued on the crown of the 
liill, supported on their right by tlie 5tb, 

* Colonel Lake was the second sou of gen oral 
Loke. His father *3 horse iuiving been killed under 
him at the h^ittle of Laswarree, during the Mahratta 
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which had been opposed, and the French 
retired, finding that theh^ right was by this I , 
time turned. Colonel Lake, on horseback, 
on the top of tlie bill, seemed to have a 
charmed life. One French officer, of the 
name of BeOegarde, said afterwards, that 
he fired seven shots at him. Once he ' 
seemed to stagger as if he was Lit; but it 
was only at the seventh shot he fell. It is 
probable he was right, for he was wounded 
in the hack of the neck slightly; but the 
ball which killed him passed quite through 
from side to side, beneath the arms: I 
think he must have fallen dead. The scr- 
jeant-major, Bichards, seeing his colonel 
fall, stood over him, like another Ajax, 
until he himself fell wounded in thiiteeu 
places by shot and bayonet. I gave liim 
some water in his dying moments, and his 
last 'words were, ^ I should have died happy 
if our gallant colonel bad been spared 
words that were reiterated by almost eveiy 
wounded man " 

Sir Arthur Wellesley, who, fearless him- j 
self, was ever the first to recognise bravery 
and merit in otliers, for the traly heroic 
mind soonest perceives and most ap- i 
preciates heroism, wrote thus to the bro- | | 
ther-in-law of the deceased officer: — I 

It may, at the rnoment, increase the 
regi’et of those who lose a near and dear 
relation, to learn that he deserved and | 
enjoyed the respect and affection of the | 
world at large, and particularly of the pro- i 
fession to which he belonged; but I am : 
convinced, that however acute may be the 
sensations which it may at first occasion, ' 
it must in the end be satisfactory to the 
family of such a man as colonel Lake, to I 
know that he was respected and loved by | 
the whole army; and that he fell, alas! ; ' 
with many others, in the achievement of 
one of the most heroic actions that have * 
been performed by the British army." ; ■ 
MugIi has been said, in later days, about 1 
the iron nature of the hero of the Peiiin- ^ | 
sula; but when we find him, almost with ' 
a woman^s gentleness, thus comforting the ! 
surviving friends of the fallen, we may be , 
sui^e that no shai’e of that iron entered into ' 
the composition of liis heart. 

war, Ina sou, who was hia aide*cle-cam;), while dis- j 1 
mounting from his horse, for the purpose of trans- i 
ferring it to his father, was wounded 1 
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BATTLE OF VIMIEltO. 


As soon as Aiistnitlier and Acland^s bri¬ 
gades bad joined the BritisU army^ the 
commander-in-chief issued orders for the 
march of the troops at day-break on the 
following day {August 20tfa")j with the re- 
qnisi^ supply of ammunition and provisions 
I for nine days ■ but being informed that sir 
' Harry Burrard had arrived in Maceira Bay, 
to supersede him, he went on board the 
vessel in which that general had embarked, 
to report to him the plan of liis future 
operations, and to apprise him that he had 
issued orders for the advance of the army 
on the following moriiing* He represented 
to him the advantage of actiug on the offen¬ 
sive, the probability of his gaining, by n 
forced march with his advanced guard, 
Mafra, in the enemy^a rear, and thus turn¬ 
ing Torres Vedras; the nature of the 
ground the army had to traverse, which 
was well adapted to the projected move- 
mentj as it presented several strong posi¬ 
tions perpeiidicalar to the line by which 
the French army must advance to resist 
I liis dank march ^ and which, if possessed, 
the French line of march to Monteehiqne. 
must be intercepted | that from the broken 
nature of the ground, it was uBfavourable 
to the movements of the eavahy, in which 
arm the enemy was sti'ong; and, lastly, 
that while tlje French were advancing to ; 
Vimiero by the long, narrov defile of Torres 
Vedras, the Eiiglisk array would have 
turned that town, and have aiTived in the 
neighbourhood of Lisbon before the enemy 
would be able to occupy, with advantage, 
tlie ground which would defend it; or if 
the enemy preferred that neighbourhood 
for the scene of action, a victory vigoronsly 
followed up, would prevent him from cross¬ 
ing the Tagus into the Alemtejo, and pro¬ 
bably force him to an unconditional sur- 
' fender. Sir Arthur also recommended the 
I division (10,000 men) of sir John Moore, 

I ‘ which had arrived in the Mondego, to be 
disembarked and marched on Santarem. 
But the man of etiquette and routine, in- 
! sensible to those arguments, directed his 
I now subordinate officer to countermand 
bis orders for the forward movement against 
the enemy. Fortune, however, determined 
that the gallant and talented Wellesley should 
not be deprived of the laurels to which his 
42 


genius and spirit were entitled, Juiiflt's 
critical situation compelling him to deter¬ 
mine on immediate action. 

The British army was posted about a 
mile in front of the" village, on a range of ’ 
hills about a mile-and-a-lialf in extent. ^ 
The centre of the British line was posted ; 
on a rugged isolated hciglit, which rose in 
foont of tlie village; the right rested on 
a mOmitaiu tliat swept in a half-circle from 
the village to the sea-eOast; and the left, 
which was composed merely of a few pickets, 
occupied another rising gmund extending 
from the opposite side of the village. The 
cavalry and artillery were posted in the 
valley hehiiid the village. This position 
Iiad been taken up temporarily. j 

Having made these arrangements, Sir 
Arthur Wellesley was about to retire to 
rest neai' midnight, on the 20th of August, 
when he was disturbed by a German officer 
of dragoons, who came hurriedly into the i 
camp, and informed him that ,Tunfit was 
advancing at the head of 20,000 men, in 
the hope of taking the British by surprise, 
and was then distant only one lionr^s march. 
Sir Arthur listened to this startling intelli- | 
gence without betraying any emotion; let i 
the enemy come when they would they | 
would not find him sleeping or unprepared. ' 
He sent out patrol es to warm the pickets ! 
to be vigilant, lost no time in making pre- I 
parations to receive the enemy, and when I 
the sim rose on the valley in which the 
village of Vimiero stands, and gilded the 
little rivulet Maceira, which murmui-s by it, 
ail bis troops were under arms. may 

be remarked in passing/^ observes captaiu i 
M, Sliei'cr, that no general ever received i 
reports with such calm caution as air Arthur 
Wellesley. Suddenly awaked, he would 
hear an alarming account from the front 
with a quiet—and to many a bustling intel¬ 
ligent officer^—a provoking coolness, and 
turn again to his sleep as before. Few, if 
any, are the instances, dm*ing the war, of 
his putting the troops under arms by night, 
or disappointing them mmecessarily of one 
hour of repose/^ 

About eight o’clock in the morning of 
the 21st, a cloud of dust arising over the 
hills, indicated the approach of the enemy; 
whose columns, which were partially con- | 
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cealed by dark pine woodsj were advancing 
in three dividonsj under Delaborde^ LoissoUj 
and Kellerroantij and his cavaliyj consisting 
of lj600 meoj under Margaron. It appear¬ 
ing to be his design to turn the left of the 
English army^ and attack it in rear^ the i 
j brigades of Perguson, NigUtingale, Acland, 
and Bowes, were moved across the valley 
from the lull on the eastward of Yimiero, 
to the hills on the westward, to strengthen 
that part of tlie position i aud tlivis a change 
of front was effected in the British army, 
A little before ten o^clock, a.m,, Delaborde 
and Loisson^s divisions advanced simulta¬ 
neously to the attack of the position in 
front of the villagCj saluting the English 
with jeering epithets as they approached. 
They rushed forward with the cliaracteristie 
I impetuosity of Preuch troops, and in full 
I confidence of that success which attends 
j men whose battles had hitherto always 
I terminated in victory. No doubt, the dis- 
1 grace they had just met with at Roli^a, 
further stimulated them, 

Delaborde^s division, covered by a host 
of tirailleurs, had crowned the hill on the 
south-east of the village, on winch the 30th 
regiment and the light ►troops were posted. 
To resist the impetuous onset, colonel Wal¬ 
ker ordemd the left wing of hia regiment 
to stand fast, and throwing his right into 
companies of echcllon, intending to form 
it into line at a right or obtuse angle 
(according to chcumstanccs) on the left 
wing; hut there not being time to com- 
i plete tlie formation, part of the echellon 
I comp an tea poured in, at the distance of 
' twenty paces, a shattering fire on the angle 
! 1 of the hostile coluimi, and immediately the 
I whole regiment rushing forward with low¬ 
ered bayonets, and charging the hostile 
' column ill front and flank, forced the angle 
. on the centre; and the column being also 
at the same ramnent attacked by Acland^s 
I brigade, was thrown into memediable con¬ 
fusion,, and driveti down the height with 
' great slaughter. In their flight, the French 
j left a tliousand of their men dead upon the 
, ground, besides three hundred and fifty 
I I prisoners, .and seven pieces of aFtOlery, Tlie 
: : flving Frenchmen were pursued for nearly 
? two miles, when they were succoured by a 
I I reserve of horse; and many of the pursuers, 

I overpowered l>y a superior force, fell victims 


to their enthusiastic gallantry. The secon¬ 
dary column, led by general Brennier, which 
was to have supported Delaborde, became 
separately engaged with general AtLstruther’s 
brigade, and was !}eateii back with consider¬ 
able loss. Sir Ai^thur, seeing the general 
hotly engaged, sent an aide-de-camp to tell 
him that a coj'ps should be Sent to lus assis¬ 
tance ; but that brave man instantly replied. 
Sir, 1 am not pressed, and I want"no assis¬ 
tance; I am beating the Frenclij aud am 
able to beat them wherever I find them.-^ 
The division under Loisson attacked the 
left of the British position, where the SOtii, 
40th, and 71stj were posted. After the 
interchange of several withering volleys, the 
British line rushing forward with levelled 
bayonets, overthrew the whole of the Prench 
front line, and driving the survivors with 
tlie utmost confusion down the steep, cap¬ 
tured six guns. On this body a detach¬ 
ment of the 20th di^agoons made a charge, 
but being overpowered by the reserved 
cavalry of the enemy, were compelled to 
retreat with considerable loss, among which 
was their gallant leader, lieutenant-colonel 
Taylor, Kellermaim, with the reserve of 
grenadiers and light infantiy, consisting of 
four battalions, now made a desperate at¬ 
tempt to retrieve the fortune of the day, 
by a rigorous attack on the fixtreme left of 
the British centre, which was pasteddn tlie 
vineyards near the church; recaptured the 
six guns which Panels brigade had won. 
These troops, exhausted with their extra- 
ordiniiry exertions, being at the moment 
lying down in loose array, but. suddenly 
starting on their feetj and being supported 
by the 4-3rd regiment, they charged their 
opponents, , and not only recaptured the 
artillery, but drove their assailants down the 
hill in so great confusion, that Solignac^s 
and Breimier’s brigades fled in opposite 
directions. At twelve o'clock the firing 
ceased, and the enemy retreated in great 
disorder, being dinven back in a south¬ 
easterly direction, by whicli movement the 
Britisli were masters of the great road by 
Torres Vedras to the capital. Thus the 
discomfiture of all the attacks of the enemy 
was complete; but no army can be de* 
sfrroyccl, however beaten, that has protection 
for its f^ugitives in a superior cavalry. Had 
two of the regiments of dragoons, then kept 


I 


* General Kenennan!! Wv^ clcjse to colonel Taylor, 
of the 20th dragoons, when he was killed. He spoke 
of him in high terms, and said that none bnt a truly 
hrave mm would have advanced against the French 


as he did, nnsupported by infantry. Kellermann, in ' 
admiration of his conduct, gave up the colonel's I 
horse to the 20th dragoons. j 
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idle in the barracks at homej been present^ 
tbe march to Torres Vedras ^?oiild have 
been madej and Lisbon been our own. 

At this moment sir Harry Burrardj who 
had reached the field of battle in an early 
period of the contest, assumed the com¬ 
mand, and issued orders for the army to 
halt and pile arms deeming it too hazard- 
ons to pursue the defeated and discomfited 
foe. At the moment that this fatal and 
unpropitious order reached major-general 
Fergusonj he was pressing the broken and 
fleeing columns of Soliguac^s Brigade* In¬ 
dignant at tlie folly and timidity of the 
order, he dispatched his aid-de-camp to in¬ 
form the commander-in-chief that he had 
cut off Soligtiac’s brigade from the rest of 
the French army, and that the whole bri¬ 
gade would be obliged to lay down tbeir 
arms, if he was allowed to continue his 
movement in advance* To strengthen the 
representation, sir Arthur Wellesley aecom- 
panied the aid-de-camp to sir Harry Bnr- 
and again earnestly pressed the ad¬ 
vantage of a forward niovemcnt, bv which 
the position that Jun6t, wlm had been joined 
during the action by 1,200 fresh troops, 
had taken on the heights of Mafra, would 
l>e forced, the strong defiles of Torres Ve¬ 
dras turned, and the passage to Lisbon 
opened* But the antiquated tactitioueri^ 
w^as deaf to all entreaty and remonstrance, 
and tlius mai'red tlie brilliant victory which 
had been achieved by bis now subordinate 
officer. An ingenious writer, in his com¬ 
ments on this battle, has well said, that 
Napiers veteran*^ effected for the beaten 
enemy a miraculous deliverance from a con¬ 
dition which they themselves considered 
inevitable destruction. The author of The 
HuminucmceB of Urn Vminmla^ tells us, 
that when sir Arthur heard the decision of 
sir Harry Burrard, he turned bis horse^s 
head, and, with a cold a^^d contemptuous 
bitterneas, said aloud to his aid-de-camp, 

'^You may think about dinner, for there 
is nothing more for soldiers to do this day*^^ 

• In the inquiry which took place before the 
board of commissions respecting the Cintm con- 
veniion, it appeared that it had been the opinion 
of all the general officers (except sir Harry Bui- 
rard, who alleged his weighty reasons’^ to the 
contrary,) who were present at the battle, that had 
the enemy been vigorously pursued, the French 
army would not have been able to cross the Tagus, 
and tnust consequently have submitted to an un¬ 
conditional surrender* Colonel ToiTens, in bis ex¬ 
amination before the board, said, that Immediately 
alter the defeat of the French right column, and 
during its precipitate retruat, sir Arthur Wellesley 
41 * 
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I Aiiotlicr writer mtbrms us, that to indicate 
his feeling of disappointment at being de¬ 
prived of the glorious results of his victory, 
he, with affected gaiety, said to another 
oflScer, wliD was expressing Ins regret at 
the dishonourable condition imposed on the 
army by the commandcr-iii-cluef, Well, 
we have nothing more to do but go and 
shoot red-legged partridges a species of 
game in which Portugal abounds* His 
opmion of the injury which the imbecility 
and timid caution of his superior in com¬ 
mand (who, to adopt the indignant and 
well-merited castigation of a military critic, 
was one of those antiquated tacticians, 
bigoted in old-world notions, if he had to 
cross a bridge, would have spent half 
the day in reconnoitring), in preventing 
the interception of the retreat of the 
enemy on the capital, by turning Torres 
Vedras, is also emphatically expressed 
!md demonstrated in his conimunica- 
tion of the details of the battle to his 
royal liigbness tbe duke of York* The 
enemy would have been cut off,"' says the 
indignant hero, “ from Torres Vedras, and 
we should have been at Lisbon before him; 
if, indeed, any French army had remained in 
Portugal. But sir Harry Burrard, who was 
at this time upon the ground, still thought 
it advisable not to nio'\'e from Vimicro," 
In the same despatch sir Arthur speaks 
thus wai'mly in praise of the conduct of the 
men and officers who fought under his com¬ 
mand at Vimicro — I cannot say too 
much ill favour of tlie troops; their gallan¬ 
try and their discipline wei’e equally con¬ 
spicuous; and, I must add, tliat this ^is the 
only action that I have ever been in, in 
which everything passed as it was directed, 
and no mistake was made by any of the 
officers charged with its conduct.""f 

Nor was sir Arthur Wellesley the only 
person who disapproved of the timidity and 
impolicy of Ids superior in command. * The 
whole British army was disgusted with Ins 
conduct. MurmiU'S," says the marquis 

rode up £o sir Harry Burrard, and said, ” Now, sir 
Harry, is yourAtme to ndvaace on the enemy; they 
are completely broken, and we may be in Lisbem in 
three days; a large body of our Urooiss has not been 
in action* Let us.movrt them from the right on 
the road to Torres Vedras? and I will follow the 
enemy with the left*** To this, sir Harry BuiTard 
replied, that ** he thought a great deal had been 
done, very much to the credit of the troops ; and 
that he did not think it advisable to do more, or to 
quit the ground in pursuit*" 
t See the WeUington I^espaicheSf August the 22nd* 
1808* 
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of Londonderry, in Ins Narrative, might 
here and there* be heard ; all of them con¬ 
demnatory of that excess of caution ^lucli 
had checked a\-ictoiioas army in the midst 
of its career; while a thousand wishes were 
expressed, that the new cUiePs arrival liad 
been delayed till tlie campaign, so prosper¬ 
ously begun, had been brought to a con¬ 
clusion/^ What a different result would 
the Portuguese campaign have exhibited,” 
says the author of The Vidones of the Bri¬ 
tish Armies, 'Mmd these two old gentle¬ 
men (namely, sir Harry Burrard and sir 
Hew Dalrymple,) been left in a district 
command, and not have been allowed to 
check the cai'eer of \dctory which opened so 
glorious a proiuise*” 

The loss of the French was about 3,000 
in killed and wounded; that of the English, 
175 killed, 684 w^ouuded, and 51 missing. 
The enemy left 13 guns, several hundred 
prisoners, and a large quantity of ammuni¬ 
tion in the hands of the victors. The 
amount of the French force in the action 
was 14,000 infantry, and 1,000 cavalry, with 
23 guns; that of the English amounted to 
near 16,000 men, including 713 cavalry, of 
which last mentioned Ibrce only 180 were 
British, and 18 guns; but not more than 
one-half of the British force was engaged, 
the whole of the right of the army, consist¬ 
ing of the reserve of the 1 st and 5 th brigades, 
and the Portiiguese, had not been brought 
into action, having been posted much nearer 
Torres Vedras than the left of the French 
was during the action* Thus a second time 
had the vainly deemed invincible legions of 
Pranee, after efforts tlie most resolute and 
heroic, been fairly and signally beaten* The 
oharni whicli Iiad palsied the hearts an^ 
arms of all Europe had been now doubly 
broken by the gallant sons of hated Eng¬ 
land* 

To the eternal disgrace of the h'reiich, 
be it said, that in their retreat over the 
field of battle, they stabbed and mutilated 
the wounded who lay in the course of their 
flight* This act of demoniac ferocity was 
more tlian once (particularly at the battle of 
AJbuera) practised by them during the 
Peninsular war* At the battle of Waterloo, 
there is reason to suppose that they mas¬ 
sacred the greater part of the prisoners who 
fell into their hands* Major Hodges, and 
the other captured officers of the 15th 
liussara, were seen alive in the possession of 
the French cuirassiers j but not one of those 
gentlemen was found alive at the close of 


the battle. Sir Walter Scott has made the 
following admirable reflections on the con¬ 
duct of the French In the pursuit by 
the PriissiatiSj after the battle of Waterloo, 
the fleeing French experienced little mercy; 
aud, indeed, they had forfeited all claim to 
it; for their cruelty towards the Prussians 
taken on the 16th, and towards the British 
wounded and prisonei-s made during the 
battle of the 18th, was such as to exclude 
them from the benefit of tlie ordinary rules 
of w^ar. Their lancers, in particular, rode 
over the field during tlie action, dispatching 
with their weapons the wounded Engllsli, 
with the most inveterate rancour; and many 
of the officers who have recovered from the 
wounds they received on that glorious day, 
sustained the greatest danger and most 
lasting inconvenience from such as were 
inflicted by those savages, when they were 
in no condition to offend others or defend 
themselves. The Quoi! tu nes pas mort, 
Coquin?” of the spearman was usually ac¬ 
companied with a thrust of the lance, dealt 
with an mveteracy wliicli gives great coim- 
tenanee to the general opinion, that their 
orders were to give no quarter* Even the 
British officers who were caiTied before 
Buonaparte, although civilly treated while 
he spoke to them, and dismissed with assur¬ 
ances that they should have surgical and 
proper attendance, were no sooner out of 
his presence than they were stripped, beaten, 
and abused* Most of the prisoners tliat the 
French took from our light cavalry were 
put to death in cold blood, or owed their 
safety to concealment or a speedy escape. 
In short, it seemed as if the French army, 
when they commenced tliis desperate game, 
liad, like buccaneers setting forth on a cruise, 
renounced the common rules of war, aud 
bonds of social amity, and become ambi¬ 
tious of distinguishing themselves as enemies 
to the human species*” 

The late poet-laureate, Southey, relates 
the following interesting incidents, whicli 
may be not unjustly placed in contrast with 
the description just quoted of the barbarous 
conduct of the French troops, and whicli 
deserve to be recorded as striking episodes 
of this brilliant battle General Sohgnac 
was severely wounded; geiiQral Brennier 
wounded and left on the field. He was in 
danger of being put to death by those into 
whose hands he had fallen, when a High¬ 
lander, by name Mackay, who was a corpo¬ 
ral in the 71st, came np and rescued him. 
The French general, in gratitude for his 
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preservation, offered him his ivatch and 
purse; but Mackajr refused to accept them, 
Wlien lie had doHvered liis prisoner iu 
safety to colonel Packj the French general 
could not help sayings ^ What sort of man 
is this? He has done me the greatest ser¬ 
vice, and yet refuses to take tlic only reward 
which I can present oflfer him V Brenuier 
no doubt Contrasted this with the conduct 
of his counti’ymen, in whose rapacity and 
cruelties it appears by the testimony of the 
Portuguese, that he had no share; when, 
therefore, colonel Pack replied, ^ We are 
British soldiei^, sir, and not plunderers/ he 
mnst have deeply felt the disgrace which 
had been brought upon the French charac¬ 
ter, Mackay was immediately made a Ser¬ 
jeant by sir Artlmr Wellesley's express 
desire; and the Highland Society, at their 
next meeting, voted him a gold medal, with 
a suitable device and inscription, Ttie piper 
to the grenadier company of the sarab regi¬ 
ment, Stewart was his name, received, early 
in the action, a dangerous w^oimd in the 
thigh ; he would not, however, be earned 
off the field, but, sitting down where his 
comrades might hear liim, he continued 
playing warlike airs till the end of the 
engagement,^ A handsome stand of Pligh- 
land pipes, with an mscription commemo¬ 
rating the manaer in which he had desciwed 
the donation, was voted him by the High¬ 
land Society*^' 

The author of the Hisiory of ike War m 
tke PminmfUj lias found cause for much 
hyperciutieal, if not unfair and unsound 
remark, on sir Arthur Wellesley's brilliant 
victories of Iloliya and Vimiero. The 
English general's position and disposition 
of the troops at Vimiero, were not those of 
choice but of necessity, for the purpose of 
covering the disembarkation of the re¬ 
inforcements on the coast. Confiding in 
his own talent and the indomitable courage 
of his troops, he was confident of victor}^ 
The position he assumed between the horns 
of the Coa, when assailed by Marmont's 
formidable host, was of the same character 
as that of Vimiero, as was also that at the 
battle of Assaye; and in each case the 
British chief was eminently snccessfiilp 

A distinguished French military wiitei', 
in the course of his unjust and inapplicable 
criticisms on the duke of Wellington's vic¬ 
tories, and the absence of immediate and 

• “ Wcel, my bmw kds, I can ganpp uae farthet wi* 
ye a fighting ; but Beil hak my smi if ye sal want 
muBkr were his w^orda. 
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vigorous pursuit ivhich occasionally attended 
tiiem (the non-cxccution of which was in 
all cases Iiis deficiency of cavab'y), has 
quoted the following satire ou "English 
generals, given in that very clever work, [ 
Advice to the Officers of the British Army, 
It must bo acknowledged, that it has been I 
sometimes not inapplicable in British mili¬ 
tary operations: — ^'Nothing is so com¬ 
mendable as generosity to an enemy. To 
pursue him vigoronsly after a victory, would 
be taking advantage of his distress. It is 
enough to show that you can beat him 
whenever you think proper. You should 
always act openly and candidly irith both 
friends and enemies. You shoukl be cau¬ 
tious, therefore, never to steal a march, or i 
lay in ambuscade. You should never attack 
the enemy during the night. Becoilect 
what HecW said when he went to fight 
with Ajax—^Heaven light us, and combat ' 
against us/ Should the enemy retreat, let i 
him have tlm start of you several days, in ; 
order to show him that yoti can surprise 
him whenever you please. Who knows if ’ 
so generous a proceeding will not induce 
hita to halt? After he has succeeded iu 
retreating to a place of safety, you- may 
then go in pursuit of him with yonv whoie 
array. Never promote an intelligent officer; 
a hearty boon companion is all that is neces¬ 
sary to execute your orders. Any officer 
who has a grain of knowdeclge beyond the 
common run, you Bliould look on as your 
personal enemy, for you may depend on it, 
that he is laughing in his sleeve both at yon 
and yom* manceuvres/' 

^^Tfie antiquated do-nothing tactitioner" 
was not doomed to enjoy his unenviable 
oommandj or to endure the odium and 
execration of every man of sense and spiri t 
in the British array long. He was super¬ 
seded by air Ilew Dairymple, an officer of 
the same cautious school, though certainly 
not possessing the same amount of dulness 
and obstinacy. Sir Hew had been selected 
for the command on account of the activity 
and judgment be had exhibited in the south 
of Spain. Lord Castlereagh, then secre¬ 
tary for the war depaifment, had addressed 
a pilvate letter to him, strongly recom¬ 
mending sir Artlmr Wellesley to his eoiifi- 
deuee, and trusting that sir Hew would 
select him for any service ivhich required 
great prudence and temper, combined with ' 
mneh military experience. Sir Hew ex¬ 
hibited considerable delicacy of feeling, and 
left sir Arthur to carry out his own views; 
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after receiving a yague accotint of the battle 
of Eoli 9 aj he sent to sir Arthur, that though 
he wished to bj^ informed of his proeeedmgs^ 
he did not mean to interfere with liis com¬ 
mand. On the retinn of his messenger, sir 
Hew learned the result of the battle, and 
that sir Arthur Wellesley had been super¬ 
seded in the command by sir Harry 
Enrrard. No longer resti'ained by the 
feeling of delicacy that had hitherto with¬ 
held him, sir Hew landed on the morn¬ 
ing of the S2nd of August, and imme¬ 
diately assumed the commanih Thus the 
British Bxmy liad the opportunity of wit¬ 
nessing the singular anomaly of having three 
commanders-in-chief in the short space of 
twenty-four hours. 

Sir Arthur Wellesley again urged the 


policy of an immediate pursuit of the 
enemy, but the new commander-in-chief 
Tivas as much disinclined as his predecessor : 
had been to a measure which he con¬ 
sidered a hazardous operation. Like sir 
Harry Burrard, be thought that sir Arthur 
had been guilty of raslmess, which, although 
it had led to success, would, if it had failed, 
have terminated in comjjlete ruin. The 
old and the new schools of w’arfare were 
brought into collision, and time was soon 
to decide betweeu them* While, iu a too 
rigid adherence to the principles of pru¬ 
dence, the aged commauders thought sir 
Arfcfiur rash, the voice of the whole English 
nation was soon raised to stigmatize them 
for the exercise of a caution which narrowly 
escaped being branded as dishonour* 


THE CONVENTION OF CLNIJiA. 


On the afternoon of the 22n(l, an alami 
was given in the British camp; the tramp 
of horses was heard approaching, and it was 
supposed that the French were advancing 
to renew the contiict; orders were giVen 
to fall in, and tlic troops were speedily 
under arms* Tlie alarm wa^, hovrevei, aii 
unnecessary one; it was caused by a body 
of caTairy wiio approached under general 
Kellcrmatt, bearing a flag of truce, Pre- 
sen ting himself at the outposts of the Eng- 
lisli army, he demanded an iutemew with 
the commamler-iii‘‘Chief. When admitted 
into the presence of sir Hew Daliymple, he 
proposed a suspension of arms, and the 
entering into a convention for the eTacua- 
tion of Portugal by the French. This 
arrangement was agreed to, and the Bri- 
tis^were now to lose by the pen, the gloi^y 
which had been gained by the sword* 
Though defeated in arms, the French were 
successful in diplomacy, and succeeded in 
obtaining terms so favourable, that they, 
excited the universal indiguation> and dis¬ 
gust of tlie English nation. In the course 
of the day the basis of a definitive agree¬ 
ment was arranged, the chief stipulations 
of which were as follows :— 

I,—^l^hat a suspension should immediately 
take place, with a view to negotiate n ron- 


ventiou for the evacuation of Portugal by 
the French army. 

II*—^That n day should Im appointed by 
the generals-in-cliief of the two armies, and 
tlie cominaudor of the British fleet at the 
entrance of the Tagus, for tlie negotiation ‘ 
and conclusion of tlie proposed conventroii. 

III. — That the river Sizandra should 
form the line of demarcation betweeu the 
armies. 

IV. — That the British comtnaiidcr-in- 
cliief should undertake to include the Por¬ 
tuguese armies in this suspension; and that 
for them the line of demai’catiou should ex¬ 
tend fi^om Leiria to Thomar. 

V*—That the French should not, in any 
case, be considered prisoners of war; and 
that all the iudividuals composing the army 
should be iramparted to i^*a?tce, tvith their 
urms^ bagpagCy and the udiole of their privaie 
property, from which noihinff should be ex¬ 
cepted. 

VI.—That no individual should be called j 
to account for his political conduct; that ! 
property should be respected; and that all ‘ 
who Tvere desirons to quit the kingdom, ' 
should be auftered to do so unmolested. 

VII*—That the port of Lisbon should be 
recognised as neutral for the Eussian fleet; 
and that the principles of maritime law, 
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in respect to tlie privileges of neutral ports, 
should be strictly observed by the British 
squadron, 

YI11.—That the horses of the cavahy^ 
and the artillery of French calibre, should 
be transported to Frrmce with the anuy* 
lA,—That the suspension of arms should 
not be broken, on either side, without forty- 
eight hoius" previous notice. 

An additioual article stipulated that the 
French g*aiTisoiis and forti*esses sliould be 
included in the convention, in case they 
should not have capitulated before the 35th 
of August, 

1 ^ Sir Arthur Wellesley, as might be anti- 
j cipated, disapproved of the terms of this 
convention, particularly of the fiftii article, 
which secni^ed to, the French the plunder 
they had taken from the Portuguese* He 
termed it an extraordinary paper/^ and, 
with a blunt but noble honesty, proposed 
that an ai'tiele should be introduced for the 
purpose of making the French generals 
disgorge the clmrcli plate they had stolen/' 
General Kellermann, however, urged that 
tjie inti’odaction of such a stipulation would 
I be a reproach to the French armies, and 
I exceedingly unpleasant to its commaiideij 
! and the polite sh' Hew Dalrymple, and his 
, colleague, sir Harry Burrard, were pleased 
to respect this assumed delicacy, 
j As sir Arthur had foretold, sir Charles 
' Cotton, the commander of the English fleet 
j. in the Tagus, refused to subscribe to the 
ai*ticle stipulating for the neutrality of the 
port of Lisbon in belmlf of the Kiissiaii fleet 
stationed tltere. This, and other circum- 
I stances, particularly the subtilty and evasion 
I of the French, occasioned a new arrange- 
! ment of the convention, which was confided 
' to the management of colonel ilurray, the 
^ quartcr-mastcr-general, who was invested 
with full powers to conclude a definitive 
I trea.ty on a fresh basis. That treaty con¬ 
sisted of twenty articles, and stipulated, tliat 
the French army, with all the cavalry, artil¬ 
lery of French calibre, ai'ms, baggage, and 
private property of every description, with 
i sixty rounds of ammunition, should be con¬ 
veyed in English ships to La llochelle and 
the other ports between Bocliefort and 
L'Orient, in France, at the expense of the 
English goveninicnt* That treaty, which 
is termed The Convention of Cintra,'^ was 
concluded at Lisbon on the SOtli of the 
month, and soon after ratified* It received 
the misnomer of Cinira from the circum¬ 
stance of sir Hew* Dalrymple forwarding the 
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document to the secretaiy of state from 
Ciutra. Ciiitra, which stands as a green 
oasis in the midst of a barren wildemess, is 
a yjilage situated about tbifty miles from - 
Lisbon, and, on account of the mildness of 
its climate, is the resort of the wealthy ^ 
inhabitants of that city. This lovely spo"t ‘ 
presents a pictui’e of the njagnifieence of 
nature unequalled on the face of the earth, 
and when lighted up by the heayeuly sun of 
Portugal, winch animates eveiytliing on 
which it shines, is ravishingly beautifuL 
The scenery, as you approach it, is exceed- i 
ingly picturesque. Waring oak and cork- : 
tree forests, clear gurgling brooks, gushing 
fonntaiiis, groves teeming with golden fruit, 
cool and fragrant retreats, with con vents i 
and cluirches that appear among the profuse i 
foliage, render it one of the most captivating . 
scenes that the eye love to dwell upon* 
When approached by mgUt, at the time the [ 
quintas or country houses are lighted up, 
it presents a truly fairy scene. It is more¬ 
over a region of contrasts and scenic pai'a- i 
doxes. The abiiipt traiisitiona of scenery, i 
and the alternations of rich landscape with 
barrenness and desolation—the darkness of 
the deep and profound ravines, and the 
lovely sunny slopes—the vast conical spUn- 
tered rocks and the romantic cascades—the 
immeasurable expanse of the Atlantic to be 1 
seen from the summit of tlie mountain 
rising above the' village—and the lovely ^ 
dales (among which the delightful valley of \ 
CoUares, ivliich opens to the sea, stands | j 
pre-eminent), and the dark-bosomed glens * I 
beneath, render it one of the most enchant- i j 
iiig and extraordinary localities on the sur- ! | 
face of the globe—one on whicli the mind ( 
loves to dwell, and recal to recollection at 
the most distant period of life* 

On the 24th, the British army moA^ed by ^ 
its left on Bamalhal, where sir Hew Dal- ■ 
ryraple established his he ad-quarters. Here ; 
he Avas visited by the temporising Doin i | 
Bernardin Frehe, who concluding that the ' 
fighting must be all over now, came b^diy ' 
to the front," and complained that he nad 
not been consulted in the concoction of the 
treaty* On the 35th, sir John Moore dis¬ 
embarked his force at Maceira Bay, and ^ 
formed a junction Avith the army under sit 
licAV Dalrymple at llamalbal. 

Sir Arthur Wellesley, aware of French | 
subtilty and finesse, and perceiving an iucli- 
nation on the part of Juuflt to evade the 
conditions of the treaty, strenuously urged, 
in a conference held with sir Hew Dalryni- 1 
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pie and sir John Moore, on the morning of 
' the 27th, the necessity of breaking off the 
negotiation, and giving the prescribed notice 
' I of the cessation of the trace prior to the 
I resamption of hostilities. But his sugges¬ 
tions were overruled. 

The conditions of the treaty not being 
carried into execution on the expiration of 
the period fixed for the resiiruptioa of hos- 
j tilities, the forces winch had been disem- 
i barked under the corn maud of sir John 
Moore, and two brigades of the army pre- 
I sent at the battle of Yimiero being left at 
, head-quarters at Bamallial, the advanced 
guard of the British array pushed on the 
I 39th beyond Torres Vedraa; and sir Arthur 
I Wellesley, early on the morning of the Slst, 

; marched his corps by the left to Sobral, in 
front of the enemy's position of Cabe^a de 
Moniecliique; where he received a message, 

I that the treaty on its new^ basis had been 
. 1 acceded to by colonel MuiTay. The English 
I army immediately advanced towards Lisbon, 

I and reached Oyeras on the 2nd of Septera- 
I her. On the 9th, sir John Hope took pos- 
i session of the castle of Belem, and on the 
11th of the citadel of Lisbon. During the 
progress of these transactions, the Portu- 
I guese, encouraged by the presence and suc¬ 
cess of the English army, indicated a strong 
I insurrectionary spirit, and a determination 
j to gratify tlicir thirst for vengeance against 
their rapacious and cruel oppressors. They 
resorted to the most sangninary retaliation 
I ' against the stragglers of tiie French army. 

I I A band of peasantry, and other rabble of 
I I the population of tlie metropolis, headed by 
j the juiss de foro, or magistrate, Monteiro 
I Mor, attacked the French patroles oceu- 
; pjdng tlie south bank of the Tagus, but 
were prevented from putting their designs 
j into execution, only by Jundt's tlireat of^ 
J exemplary vengeance, and of setting fire to 
I the city. Those misguided men had been 
I incited to the comraission of these excesses 
by the intrigues and the rept^esentatioo of 
the bishop of Oporto and Freire, that their 
country had been treated as a conquered 
province in the eonvention, the junta of 
I Oporto and themselves not haring been 

j parties to it. 

I 1 The time for the execution of the conven- 
j tion being now at hand, the first division of 

i 

I • iUmeida lies between the rireis Coa and Turones, 

I which are tributaiiea of the Bouro, and partially 
form the boundarv, in this part of tlie Penmsuta, be* 
tween Spain and l^ortugal* Elvas is a strongly for¬ 
tified frontier town, about twelve miie:j west of 
VOL. T. H 


the Freacli forces, with JunGt, his staff, and 
immense pillage, embarked on board the 
transports on the IStli, under the protec¬ 
tion of the second and third divisions. On 
the following day, sir Jolin Hope assumed 
the government of the capital, and imme- j 
diately adopted measures for enforcing sub- ' 
ordination among the population. The last I 
division of the IVench sailed on the SOth^ i ^ 
amidst the execrations of all classes of the I 

people. The Fl'ench garrisons of El vas and ' 

Almeida^ were not embarked until the 6th 
of October; and that of La Lippe till the 
35th of the same month, on account of the ! 
Spanish general Gulnzzo, who, like his pro¬ 
totype Fi^eire, now that the fighting was 
over/^ putting on a swashing martial out¬ 
side/^ refused to acknowledge the conven* 
tion, and had invested La Lippe, but 
respectfully bombarded it at so great a dis- | 
tanee, that aU tlie damage his martial ire 
did, was knocking away the cornices and 
chimneys of the governor's house/' The ! 
French commandant, colonel Girval, des¬ 
pising the threats and deeds of the bobadil 
besieger, was about to inflict the merited i 
vengeance on him, when, it being under¬ 
stood that sir John Hope had advanced as 
fiir as Estremos to remove the doughty 
Spaniard fixjra before the fort, that speci¬ 
men of Spanish heroism desisted from Ms , 
fell purpose, and retired. This same Gnluzzio 
shortly after undertook to defend the left 
bank of the I’agus with 5,000 men, and for 
, that purpose occupied a line of forty miles; 
but on the appearance of a trifling French 
force, quickly took to his heels. 

The pillage of the French, both officers and ^ 
men, had daring their domination in Portugal i 
been enormous; no species of property had 
been exempt fi*om their rapacity. They had 
robbed the national museum and library, 
the pubbe treasury, the arsenal, the churches , 
and convents, and even the tombs, of every I 
thing that was valuable and portable. Ju- 
nfit's aid-de-camp was detected in packing . 
up even the duke of Sussex's carriage for 
his master. They had melted the church 
plate into bars to prevent its identification. 
Their military chest contained three months' 
pay; and one regiment alone boasted that 
it was in possession of one hundred thou¬ 
sand crowns j all obtained by the robbery of 

Badajos, and 125 east of Lisbon. It is situated be¬ 
tween two forts, Santa Idicia and La Lippe, which , 
BiUmd on distinct summits, commanding the town : j 
both the forts and the barracks hi the town are bomb- ' 
proof. 
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the people of PortugaL Junotj the quon¬ 
dam or ci-devant corn-chandler^ now his 
excellency the duke of AbraoteSj” modestly 
demanded five ships (the Danish tlien in 
the harbour) to carry off his private pro¬ 
perty; among which were found fifty-three 
boxes of indigo. Their robbery and rapa¬ 
city had been enovmonsi and so tena¬ 
cious were they in then' eadeavoni^s to 
retain their plonderj that the English cora- 
missionersj major-general Beresford and 
lieutenant-colonel lord Proby, who had been 
appointed to carry the convention into elfectj 
declai-ed that the ingenuity of man could 
Bot devise means to defeat the cavil and 
dexterity of the French in the evasion of 
the treaty,” and that their conduct 

throughout the whole affair was marked by 
the most shameful disregard of honour and 
probity.” 

Having entirely delivered Portugal from 
French dominion and usurpation, sir Arthur 
Wellesley, as he expresses himself in a 
letter to the secretary for foreign affairs, 
feeling himself dissatisfied with the military 
and public measures of the commander-in- 
chief (sir Hew Dairympie), and with his 
treatment of himself, determining to return 
home, devoted his attention to the affairs of 
the army, so that he might deliver over his 
command to his successor in as efficient a 
manner as possible. In the interim, be 
drew up doeuraents for the guidance and 
direction of sir John Moore; the sugges¬ 
tions in which, while they display his sound 
judgment and comprehensive mind, are a 
proof of his disinterested patriotisni, Hav- . 
ing accomplished these purposes, he applied 
to the commander-in-chief for permission to 
return to England, and resigning his com¬ 
mand, repaired to Lisbon, from which port 
he sailed on the 20th of September, 

* The following letter expresses this testimonial of 
grateful admiration:— 

Camp at St Antonio de Fayal, 

** Seplember, 6, 1808, 

Siu,—The commanding officers of coqjs and 
field-officers, who have had the honour of serving 
in the army under your command, anxiously desirous 
of expressing the high opinion they entertain of the 
order, activity, and judraent with which the whole 
of that force was so ably and successfully directed, 
from the time of the landing, to the termination of 
your command in the action of Vimiero, request you 
will accept from them a piece of plate, a testi¬ 

mony of that sincere esteern and respect with which 
your talents and conduct have so justly inspired. 

“ To the Rt, Hon, Lieut, Gen, 

** Sir Arthur Wellesley, K3., &c/' 

The above was signed by all the commanding 

1 DO 

Sir Arthur had previously thus expressed ^ 
his feelings in a letter to viscount Castle- 
reagh, the secretary of the war department: 

—It is quite impossible for me to con¬ 
tinue any longer^vith this army; and I ' 
wish, therefore, that you would allow me to i 
return home and resume the duties of my 
office, if I should still be in office, and it 
is convenient to the government that I 
should retain it; or if not, that I should 
remain upon the staff in England; or, if 
that slimild not be practicable, that I should 
I'emaiu without employment. You will liear 
from others of the various causes which I 
must have for being dissatisfied, not only 
with the military and other public measures 
of the comraander-m-cliief, but with his 
treatment of myself. I am convinced it is 
better for him, for the army, and for me, f 
that I should go away; and the sooner I 
go the better.” In another letter to the i 
viscount, sir Arthur had thus decidedly ex- ‘ 
pressed the pain he felt in consequence of | 
the obstinacy or jealousy, or both, of bis 
superior officers. “ I assure you, my dear 
lord, matters are not prospering here; and , 
I feel an earnest desire to quit the army* 

I have been too successful with this army, ' 
ever to serve with it in a subordinate posi¬ 
tion, and with satisfaction to the person , 
who shall command it.” Prior to his 

departure, the generals who had been un¬ 
der his late command in Portugal, ap¬ 
prised him, that as a px'oof of their high 
esteem and respect for liim, and their satis- j 
faction of their good fortune to have served 
under liis command,” they had voted him ^ i 
a service of plate of £1,000 value; which 
vote the field-officers increased to ^2,000,* 1 

When the news of the convention of 
Cintra reached England, a nation to 

which military glory has ever been dear,” : 

officers of corps and field-officers who had served 
under the duke in this eanipaign, and was accom¬ 
panied by the following .• — 

“ Camp at St Anna, near Lisbon. 
September 18th, 1801* 

Siii,“lt has happily fallen to my lot, as the 
oldest field-officer in your army, to have the honour 
of presenting the enclosed address from the com¬ 
manding officers of corps and field-officers serving 
in it t ive have but one sentiment on the occasion- 
admiration of your talents, and confidence in your 
abilides. '* James Kemmis, 

Lieut*-CoL 40th, and Colonel, 

To the Ht* Hon. 

“ Sir Arthur Wellesley, K.B,, &c.” 

The subjoined is the ehaiacteristic reply, 

“ Sm,— I have had the honour of receiving your 
letter of this day’s date, in which you have transmitted 
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as tlie speaker of tlie house of commons 
observed lu his communication of the vote 
of thanks of the house to sir ArtliuFj for his 
sendees in Portugal^ a burst of national 
indignation broke forth. Petitions to the 
throne and both houses of parliament were 
presented from all parts of the kingdom, 
calling for inquiry into the reasons for enter¬ 
ing into so disgraceful a conventioti^ “ after 
two signal victories/^ The newspapers/'’ 
says Southey, “joined in one cry of won¬ 
der and abhorrence. Some refused to dis¬ 
grace their pages by inserting the treaty ; 
others surrounded it with black broad 
lines, putting their journals in mourning 
for the dismal intelligence it contained j 
some headed the page vdth a representation 
I of three gibbets, and a general suspended 
I from each.” It was even debated whe¬ 
ther this disgraceful convention should not 
I be broken by the English. The feeling of 
' the country upon this point is thus clearly 
and powerfully expressed by the same 
: writer:—“What could be done? There 
were not wanting writers who called upon 
government to annul the convention. The 
Eomaiis, they said, would have done so, and 
have delivered up the generals who signed 
I it, bound and haltered, to the enemies^ dis- 
I cretion. Would it be argued, that to break 
the treaty would be to break oiur faith 
i towards the enemy? A¥hy, it was so framed, 
that it coitld not be fulfilled without break- 
I ing our faith towai^ds each and all of our 
allies I We were the allies of Portugal ; 
and it was a breach of faith towards Por- 
I tugal, to transport this army of thieves, 

I ravisliers, and murderers, out of the coun¬ 
try in which they had perpetrated their 
' crinieSj and from which they had no otlier 
I possible means of escape. We were the allies 
I of Spain; and it was a breach of faith 
I towards Spain, if four-and-twenty thousand 
I Erencli troops, cut off from all succour and 
I alt retreat, should be conveyed, under the 
I British flag, into their own country, with 
arras and baggage, that they might join the 

I an address from the officers eommaading corps and 
^ the held-officers who served under my command in 
I the late operations in Portugal, 

! I have had more than one occasion of expresf!- 
ing the satisfaction I had derivedf from the state of 
I discipline and order in which the several corps were 
kept thi'oughout the service in which we were 
employedt and my sense of the assistance I had 
I denved from the officers belonging to the different 
parts of the e^my. These advantages rendered our 
operations easy and certain ,* and we were enabled 

I . 


forces with which Buonaparte was pre- : 
paring to march against the Spaniards. W^e • 
were the allies of Sweden; and it was a 
breach of faith towards Sweden, to carry ; 
Russian sailors througli the Swedish fleet, | 
for the purpose of manning Russian ships 
against the Swedes. W^ere we then to ! 
annul this freaty with our enemies, or ' 
to betray our friends?—for to this jdter- j 
native our triumvirate of generals had re- ' 
duced us ! No law of nations could justify ! : 
them iu making such stipulations; no law I 
of nations, therefore, could justify us in | 
performing them. But the French, it was ; 
urged, had already fulfilled their part of the 
convention; they had evacuated the for¬ 
tified towns, and admitted us into Lisbon, 
Thus we had already reaped the advantages, 
and were, in honour, bound to carry into 
effect the remainder of the treaty, which 
was advantageous to them. In whatever 
way we acted, some loss of honour was 
inevitable; but it was less disgraceful to 
break the terms than to fulfil them; better 
that the French should reproach us, than 
that they should compliment us upon a 
fidelity which enabled them to injure our 
allies. The blow, it was affirmed, might 
have gone fiir towards deciding the fate of 
Europe. France had lost one army in An¬ 
dalusia, and how deeply Buonaparte felt j 
the loss, was shown by the anxiety with 
which he concealed it from the French | 
people. What might not liave been the 
efleet of the destruction of a second and 
larger army, following so close upon that of 
the former 1 How would it have encouraged 
the Portuguese, given new animation to the ! 
Spaniards, and raised the hope and the cou¬ 
rage of those various states who were suffer¬ 
ing under the tyranPs yoke.”* 

To appease the mind of the public, 
sir Hew Dalrymple and sir Harry Bur- 
rard were recalled home, and a board of 
inquiry, consisting of four genei’als and 
three lieutenant-generals, was com missioned | 
to meet at the Royal College, Chelsea, to i 

to meet the enemy on fair terms m the field of 
battle. j 

1 beg you to convey to the field-officers of the I 

army, the assurance that I shall not lose the recol- , 
lection of their seivices; that I am fully sensible of i 
their kindness towards me; and that 1 value highly 
their good opinion. I 

I have the honom* to be. Sir, 

** Your most obedient, humble servant, 

“ Arthur IVRiiRsr.KV, 

** Colonel Kemniis, 40th Eegt" | 

• o/ i/te Peninsular War. 
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investigatB the affair. Their sittings con¬ 
tinued from November 14thj to December 
27th, 1808* Four of the members approved 
of the GonventioE, and three disapproved of 
it. The direct censure fell solely on sir 
Hew Dalrymplej sir Arthur Wellesley and 
sir Harry Bnrraxd received an indirect 
reproof. But the conqueror of lloli^a and 
Vimiero received his just and appropriate 
sentence in the vote of thanks of the house 
of commons, which he acknowledged in the 
following brief but manly speech 
Speaker, I beg leave to express my acknow¬ 
ledgments to the house for the high honour 
which they have conferred upon me, hj the 
notice which they have taken, and the ap- 
probation they have conveyed, of my con- 
I duct during the time I commanded his 
majesty^s troops in Portugal. No man can 
value more highly than I do the honourable 
! distinction wMch has been conferred upon 
me—a distinction which it is in the power of 
a free people alone to bestow, and which it 
is the peculiar advantage of the ofheers and 
soldiers in the service of his majesty to have 
held out to them as the object of their 
ambition, and to receive as the reward of i 
their services* I beg leave to return to you. 


air, my thanks for the handsome terms in 
wliich your kindness—I ought to say your 
partial!ty~for me, has induced you to "con¬ 
vey the approbation of the house.^^ 

When the thanks of the house of com¬ 
mons were awarded to sir Arthur Wellesley, 
it was universally felt by the king, court, 
parliament, and people, that he thoroughly 
deserved them, and that if his advice had 
been followed, the convention wmuld never 
have taken place, and that the French must 
have surrendered iinconclitioiiaUy* The chief 
censure fell, for the time, upon sir Hew 
Dalrymple, but the nation saw that the 
greatest error had been committed by the 
government in England, in not permitting 
the general who had planned the campaign, 
and commenced it so successfully, to carry 
it to a briUiant close.^ 

On the termination of the proceedings of 
the court of inquiry, sir Arthur Wellesley 
again assumed the execution of his duties as 
chief secretary for Ireland ^ but he shortly 
after returned to England, and resumed his 
seat in the house of commons; where he 
took an active part in the inquiry into the 
duke of Yoi'k^s transactions with Mrs. 
Clarke, relative to the affairs of the army. 


SIR JOHN MOORE’S CAJVIPAIGN IN 

Foh tlie purpose of preserving the conca¬ 
tenation of the events connected with The 
PENINSULAR War, a brief sketch of the 
campaign in Spain of that much traduced 
and ill-requited officer, sir John Moore, is 
necessary. 

On the evacuation of Portugal by the 
French, sir Hew Dahymple had prepared to 
prosecute the war in Spain; and for this 
purpose the British army was cantoned in 
the Alemtejo, along the road to Badajos, 
preparatoiy to its crossing the foontier, for 

* Mep^ri of the Bullish Borce commanded 

hr/ Sir Arthur JVelMeif at the haitle qf Vunierot find 
m I^ortu^aL —Under General Spencer i—Artil¬ 
lery, 269 j royal staff corps, 48; 6th regiment, 1st bat¬ 
talion, 1,020* 29tb regiment, 863; 32nd regiment, 
941 ; 50th regiment, 1,019; 82nd regiment, 991: total, 
5,151. Under Sir Arthur Wellesley :—^oth regi¬ 
ment, 1st battalion, 990; 9th regiment, 833; 38th 
regiment, 957; 40th regiment, 843; 60th regiment, 
936} 71st regiment, 903} 9lst regiment, 917; 951h 
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the purpose of pressing on the flank and 
rear of the enemy's advance on Madrid, 
and turning his position on tlie Ebro; but 
sir Hew being recalled to appear before the 
Board of Inquiry in London, respecting 
the Cintra convention, the com in and of 
the forces fortunately devolved on sir John 
Moore. . 

The British ministry, influenced by the 
reports of their military agents, who, mis¬ 
taking the vain boasts and arrogant pre¬ 
tensions of the Spaniards for energy and 

regiment, four companies, 400; royal vetemn bat¬ 
talion, 737; 36th TCgiment, 1st battalion, 647; 45th 
regiment, 599: total, 8,762. A detaclnnent of 29t.h 
light dragoons, about SQO. Under General An- 
STRtiTUER: — 9lh regiment, 2nd battalion, G75 ; 43rd ' 
regiment, 861; 52tia regiment 858; 97th regiment, * 
769; total, 3,163* Under General Acland:— : l 
Queen’s regiment, 913; 20th regiment, 689 j 95th , 
regiment, five companica, 180 : total, 1,672. i 
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courage—possibly the tremendous announce¬ 
ment they saw emblazoned on glaring rib- 
bonsj round the hats^ of “ Los valorosos 
Spagnuolos/^ “ vencir o morir porFernando^^ 
(the valorous Spaniards—conquer or die for 
Ferdinand) j might have influenced their 
judgments,—^hacl represented the Spaniards 
as nation possessing unparalleled energy/^ 
determined to foster and aid the national 
feeling. They accordingly dispatched a 
force of 10,000 men under general Baird, 
to Corunna, and instructed sir John Moore 
to assemble all the disposable British troops 
(which had been increased by fresh con¬ 
tingents under major-generals Sherbrooke 
and Hill) in Portugal, to the amount of 
20,000 men, and to advance on Valladolid, 
where Baird was oi^dered to effect a junction 
with the main body of tlie army, Baird*s 
division reached Corunna on the 18th of 
October, 1808; but the main body of the 
army, on accoimt of the defective state of 
the magazines, and the poverty of the mili¬ 
tary cliest,* was not put iuto motion from 
Lisbout till the ISth of the month, 

I As the direct road on the line of route 
' to Salamanca, was represented by the Span¬ 
ish authorities to be impracticable for the 
I passage of artillery, sir John Moore deter- 
I mined to adopt two distinct routes of march, 
a determination adopted also on account 
of the scantiness of subsistence to be found 
I in that exhausted part of the country over 
I which the line of march lay. Sir John 
I I Hope, with a protecting brigade of 3,000 
I infantry and hussars, marcJicd with the 
I artillej'y, by Elvas, Badajos, Truxillo, and 
Talavera, with orders to move by Talavera 
! ' de la Ileyna, and join the main body of 

I I • As only £25,000 were granted for this purpose, 
sir John Moore was compelled to borrow of Frere, 
i the English plenipotentiary to the Spanish govern- 
' ment, some of the two millions of dollars with which 
I lie had been eiitrusted for the use of the Spanish 
I j patriots; and also to send agents to Madrid, and 
^ other places for the same purpose. ** Such was the 
, policy,” exclaima the author of the JIist 4 >}y qf the 
I^enh^niur TFar, of the British ministry, that they 
I I supplied the Spaniards with gold, and left the English 
army to get it back in loans,” 
j I f Lisbon is situated about iiine miles above the 
bar or entrance of the river Tagus. It is built on 
I three bills, and rises in the form of an amphitheatre 
I from the hank of the river. That section of it which 
I I stands on the most westerly of the hilb, has received 
the name of Buenos Ayres, from the comparative 
J I purity of its nir. It is unfortified and open on all 
Bides like London; the only military defence being 
' I a small castle in the midst of the city, and some 
batteries and strong forts on each of the hanks of 
the river; as St. Julien, St Antonio, Caacaes, and 
! ! Belem, on the northern bank; and Bugio on the 


the English army at Salamanca, by the 
royal road which traverses the pass of the 
Guadarama mountains. The main body, ' 
under the commander-in-chief, advanc^ | 
in three columns on Ciudad Rodrigo, 
crossed the fi'ontier of Spain on the 
11th of November, and the head of the 
columns entered Salamanca on the 13th of : 
the month. Before the troops began their 
march, the commander-in-chief, in his gene- | 
ral orders, declared his determination to 
show no mercy to plunderer's or marauders 
—in other words, to thiems and vlliaim 
and to show that he was in earnest in his 
intentions, he punished a marauder on tlie 
march with death, at Almeida. 

As from deficiency of transport and sup- | 
plies (no magazines having been formed on ' | 
the line of march), the troops were obliged 
to march in small and successive divisions, , 
the whole of the main body of the army 
was not concentrated in that city till the 
23rcl. On the 26th the head of Baird's 
division was at Astorga, the rear beyond . 
Lup; while t!ie bead of Hope's division, 
which for want of money to provide tlie ' 
means of transport, was obliged to move | 
in six subdivisions, each being a day's 
march behind the other, was at the Escurial, 
and the rear at Talavera. Hope, on the 
4th of December, having reached Alba de 
Torraes, which is distant about twelve miles 
from Salamanca, sir John Jloore dispatched 
a detachment to assist in covering his march 
into Salamanca. | 

On the 37th of November sir John Hope 
was at the southern entrance of the Gtiada- ^ 
rarna pass of the Carpenteras; which mar- | 
slial Lefebvre, with the fourth corps d^arm^e^ 

southern. The banks of the' river present almost 
one CDTitinuous line of buildings, from fortSt. JuUen, 
which is near the bar, to the capital. The number 
of palaces, convents, and churches {all which are 
without domes or spires, except the Rstrella 
conveut), — the dazzling iv’hiteuess of the houses, 
the airy appearance of the windows and balco¬ 
nies, the tiLBtefuI arrangement of plants, flowers, 
and shrubs on the roofs and terraces, with the 
luxuriant appearance of the orange and lemon 
groves teeming with their golden fruit—the beau^ 
tifui quintas and their gardens — and the olive, 
cjpress, and judas trees in the surrounding noun- 
tty, present, when the aua shines on them, to the | 
view of the obserrer, as he approaches the capital ' | 
on his voyage up the Tagus, one of the most , 
pleasing and delightful prospects that any city 
m the whole world affords. But though all is mp- j 
jestic and magnificent without, all is indescribable r 
filth and stencIi within- The river in front of the 
city assumes a hay, or sea-like appearance, being 
five or six miles in breadth, and capable of contain- I 
ing all the fleets of Europe. 
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was in march to occupy, in order to inter¬ 
cept the retreat of the English army on 
Lisbon, a movement which Napoleon fan¬ 
cied sir John Moore was then executing. 
The circuitous and impolitic detour which 
had been imposed on Hope^s division, in 
consequence of the false and insidious infor¬ 
mation of one Longa, a Spaniard, that the 
route by Rodrigo was impassable for artillery, 
occasioned the loss of more than one month 
in the operations of the English army, and 
imposed an additional march of above 150 
miles on Hope's division, encumbered, too, 
as it was, with stores, artillejy, &c. That 
tliat detom^ was uunecessary, is eiident 
from the fact that JunOt, in a far more 
inclement season, when he invaded Por¬ 
tugal, had advanced, with his artillery, by 
the route of Alcantara, Castel Branco, and 
Abrantes ; and that Loisson had frequently 
moved his artillery and cavalry between 
Lisbon and Almeida. And of the possi¬ 
bility of this passage, sir John Moore, in 
I the course of his march, made the mortify¬ 
ing discovery, by personal observation, that 
I his artillery could have accomplislied the 
I march by Almeida. " But/' as the author 
I of the Miliiary Memoirs of justly 

observ^es, it is one of the trials of an Eng¬ 
lish general, that a good military survey of 
the intended theatre of war is never to be 
found in or furnished from any public office 
I at home. England has no department or 
bureau to help a general in these matters; 
j be must know everything, and do evcjy- 
thing, unassisted; even witliout money, he 
I must provide food and contentment, and 
see both the troops and the followers of his 
army in long arrear/' To these disadvan¬ 
tages, sir John Moore was, in an especial 
, manner, exposed. He was thrown into the 
heart of Spain, with no armies to support 
him, no generals or government with whom 
to concert measures, no intelligence on 
which he could rely; without magazines, 
and ^vithout money in the military chest to 
form them. 

Nor was the false and insidious informa¬ 
tion of Longa the only instance of Spanish 
treachery and deceit that occurred during 
' sir John Moore's arduous campaign. Morla, 

I the Spanish secretary of war, proposed to 
. sir John Hope, that the division under his 
! command shoidd march in ten subdivisions 
! through Madrid, in as many successive 
I days; and to further his delusive projects, 
which he had concocted with Napoleon 
Euonapai'te, for the purpose of decoving 
54 


CAMPAIGNS OF THE [a.d. 1808. 

the division commanded by Hope by drib¬ 
blets into the clutches of that intriguer, lie , 
concealed from Mr. Stuart, the English | 
agent at Madrid, the ealamitous condition 
of the Spanish armies] and asserted that 
there was no hostile force capable of pre¬ 
venting the junction of Hope's division with 
the main body of the English army under 
ttie command of sir John JMoore* In this 
design he was aided, unwillingly, by Frere, 
the English plenipotentiary, a person,” to 
adopt Napier's phraseology, ^^ of some scho¬ 
lastic attainments, but who was ill qualified I 
for the duties” he had undertaken. That ; 
person, in his correspondence with sir John j 
Moore, represeuted that the enthusiasm of ; 
the Spaniards was unbounded, and that the I ' 
whole country, from the P 3 "rcnees to the 
capital, was in arms. Morla, also, in his 
communications with the English com- | 
mander-in-chief, asserted that 25,000 men j 
under CastaSos, and 10,000 from the Samo- | 
sierra, were marcliing in all haste on 
Madrid, wdiere there were already 40,000 ' 

men in arms; though the traitor was art the ! 
time in communication with Buonaparte 
for the surrender of the city; and no 
longer than two days after Frere's commu¬ 
nication to the commander-in-chief, that 
gentleman, with the junta, was fleeing head¬ 
long towards the frontici’s of Portugal. Nor 
I was the treachery of the one party, and the 
hallucination of the other, the wdiole of the 
mischief designed for sir John Moore. A 
few days after Frere's letter had reached 
him, two Spanish officers, by name Don , 
Ventura Enolentia and Don Augustin Bueno, 
arrived at his head-quarters, and presented 
a letter from Gareo, the minister of war, ' 
pressing him to advance on Madrid {already 
in possession of tlie enemy!) and to give 
full credence to Frere's inforraation. At 
the same time, Frere sent to the English j 
general one colonel Charmilly, a French emi- ' 
grant, in the British service, and denizened 
in England, hut in the interest of Moriaaud 
Buonaparte, to persuade him to advance on i 
Madrid, and if he declined to do so, to 
require him to submit its propriety to the 
consideration of a council of officers in the 
army. Moore, penetrating tlie insidious 
designs of the emissary, and confronting 
him with colonel Graham (the late lord 
Lynedock), who had just arrived at head¬ 
quarters with intelligence of the disasters of 
the Spanish armies, ordered him out of his 
presence. In the course of his narrative of 
. this transaction, the author of the Hlstonj 
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oftlw Coluulate and the ‘Empire of Frarice 
has the candour to say that the letter of 
Morla was written on the 2nd of Decem- 
bei'j and the men (namely^ Castelfranco and 
Morla) had dctentlined to betray their 
country, and lead on the British army to its 
destruction*^^ i 

I On the llth of December, a forward 
j movement was made by the British army 
' from Salamanca (the reason that it had 
I been delayed to that period was for the 
I purpose of allowing the flank divisions of 
; I Hope and Baird to approximate, simulta** 
ueously, the midn body of the army), with 
the intention of marching on Valladolid, 
and then advancing into the heart of Spain, 

! in order to present the means for the wrecks 
of the armies of Castahos, Blake, and Bel¬ 
vedere, to rally on the English army. The 
I object of this movement, namely, the attack 
I of Sonltis corps d* amiee^ which kept open 
the communication between France and 
i Madrid, would also have forced Buonaparte 
to retrograde to oppose the British, and 
have thus constituted a powerful diversion in 
favour of Madrid, in case it was not in the 
enemy^s possession, and of the southern 
provinces, to enable them to rise and 
organize their forces. On the evening of 
^ the following day occurred the first hostile 
' 7"enco7itr€ between the English and French 
armies. While the army was moving from 
Arevalo, brigadier-general Stewai't sur¬ 
prised, with a squadron of the 18th hussars, 
a French post, consisting of fifty infantry, 
and thirty cavalry, at Bueda, and slew or 
took prisoners almost the whole of the party. 
During the progress of the operations of 
the English army the affairs of Spain were 
in a very critical position. As the intru¬ 
sive king Joseph had, on the surrender 
of Dupontis army, fled from Madrid 
(taking good care, however, in imitation 
of his brothers example, to carry off with 
him all the valuable property of the palace, 
and the jewels of the crown) to Vittoria, 
Buonaparte determined to remedy the errors 
and incapacity of his lieutenauts by his oivn 
presence. Accordingly, the veterans of 
, Jena, Austerlitz, and Friedland — soldiers 
whose drums had beat to victory on the 
banks of the Adige, the Rhine, and the 
Nile—were collected from the central states 

• The cDoduct of the 500 Greek students, who, 
stimulated with the love of country and the inspira¬ 
tion of freedom, left their universities in Italy, Rua* 

81 a, and Germany, to enrol themselves in the sacred 
baud “ Aferos lo^osP in the army of Ypsilanti, w'as no 


of Europe, into one body; and a host of 
cavalry, and a bug train of infantiy, in all 
amounting to 330,000 men, were marched 
into Spain* Buonaparte following them, , 
reached Bayonne on the 3rd of Novem- | 
her, and was at Vittoria on the 8th of the 
same month. 

Immediately on his aiTival in that city, 
he proceeded to arrange the plan of hia 
campaign; wliich was completed in two 
hours* Soiilt was directed to proceed to 
Briviesca, and, with the second C07-p 
d^armeCf to attack the Spaniards, posted 
at Gamonal, under the count de Belve¬ 
dere* Buonaparte followed with the impe¬ 
rial guards and the reserve. 

The right wing of the Spanish array fled I 
as soon as it was attacked, and the left fol¬ 
lowed its example, although not assailed; 
but the volunteers from the universities of 
Salamanca displayed that courage, as a 
high-minded schotar has justly said, which 
might be looked for from men of their con- | 
dition.” They twice repulsed the French ' 
infantry, and, when attacked in flank by j 
the enemy^s cavalry, the whole battalion fell 
almost to a man upon the ground on which i 
they had been drawn up,exliibitmg one of those I 

bright examples which history fmmishes of 
the noble devotion and self-sacrifice with 
which literature, when connected with hon¬ 
ourable descent and exalted feeling, inspires 
its votaries, when their energies are in- ; 
voked in the defence of their native soil. 

In the battle of Cabet;on, July 12th, and in i 
the subsequent battle of Rio Sceo, tlie stu- [ 
dents who had volunteered from tlie univer¬ 
sities of Segovia and Leon, exliibited a like 
splendid valour and noble patriotism, proving 
that those whom the love of their country 
had brought to the field could not be fright¬ 
ened from it * 

The French cavalry pursued the scared 
fugitives, sabring them, without remorse or 
intermission, as long as any of the defence¬ 
less and unresisting unfortunates could be 
overtaken* The next day, November lOtli, 
Blake (who had already been routed at 
Zomosa, on October 31st, as he had also 
been, in conjunction with Cuesta, at Rio 
Seco, on Jidy 10th), was defeated with great i 
loss; as he was also at Reyuosa, on the 
13th, On tlie 32nd, Yives and Reding ^ 

less memorable in the battle of JunCj 1821, fought 
on the plains of Dragesghan ; who, though deserted 
by their countrymen, resisted the attacks of the ' 
Tnrkbh cavalrj’, ten timjgs their numhei', until the 
whole had fallen side by side. I ! 
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were overthrown at Cardaden; on the same 
day, CaataSos and Palafox were routed at 
Tudela; and^ on the 30th, the almost im¬ 
pregnable pass of the Samosierra was forced 
by a few squadrons of Polish lancers, though 
defended by 12,000 men (among irhom were 
men of the ^^heroi^^ regiments, that had 
captui-cd DuponPs army at Baylen), and that 
sixteen pieces of artillery, which were 
planted in the gorge of the pass, com¬ 
manded and swept the road that led to 
it. On the 21st of ..December, Heeling was 
defeated at Molino del Rey; on the 4th of 
the same month, Madrid had capitulated 
after a few days^ fruitless resistance; and in 
the course of a few hours afterwards, the 
nobles and clergy, the corporations and tri¬ 
bunals, and above 30,000 of the inhabitants j 
of Machid, presented an address of congra¬ 
tulation to Napoleon, soliciting his brother 
Joseph to resume the sovereign power; and 
they attested their sincerity by “ deciding 
their allegiance on the holy evangelists/^ 
Thus, in the brief period of six weeks, all 
was submission from the Pyrenees to the 
capital; though many of the arrogant 
and presumptuous pretenders to patziotism j 
(among whom the junta of Toledo stood 
pre-eminent), declared that they w^ould buiy 
themselves under the ruins of their towns, 
rather than submit to the oppressor of 
their country. Indeed, so ari'Ogant and 
presumptuous were many of those vapour¬ 
ing patriots, that the supreme junta of 
Madrid projected a military board for the 
regulation of the operations of their armies, 
and appointed Castahos president, his seat 
to be taken when the enemy was driven 
across the Pyrenees/^ 

When the army had reached Alaejos, 
(December 14th), sir John Jloore, ascer¬ 
taining, from an intercepted despatch of 
Berthier to Soult, that Madrid was in the 
possession of the French, and that Buona¬ 
parte was advancing, by forced marches, to 
intercept his supposed retreat of the Eng¬ 
lish arinj^, sent ordei*s to Baird to fall back 
on Coruima; and, at the same time, lie 
with the main body fell back on Toro; and, 
continumg his route on Villapondo and VaU 
deras, reached Mayorga on December 19th, 
where a junction was etlected with Bail'd s 
division. At this time the British ai'my 
amounted to 23,583 men, of whom 2,278 
were cavah'y. The ’winter had now set in. 
The whole face of the country was covered 
with snow, and the weather very severe. 

Wliile in this position, lieuteuant-general 
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lord Paget, determining to surprise the 
enemy^s cavalry, under general DelDelle, and 
which was posted at Sahagun,mai'cbed early ' 
in the morning of the 20th from Melgar ' 
Abaxo, with the lOtlf and 15th hussars; , 
and when his force had advanced two-thirds 
of the way, he directed general Slade to 
follow the course of the Goa with the 10th, 
and to enter tlie town by that side; ^rhile , 
he with the 15th advanced by a more cir¬ 
cuitous route. By the time tliC 15th had 
reached its destination, it was daylight, and 
they found the enemy, in consequence of 
the mformation of the advance having been 
communicated by a patrol of cavalry which 
bad observed the 15th, formed in an open 
plain ready to receive them; bat instead of 
rushing forward to the attack, they stood | 
pied-ferme, the whole line keeping up a fire 
of carbines on their assailants. The 15th, 
without a moment^s hesitation, came down 
full speed upon the enemy, and completely 
overtlu‘owing them, took 13 officers, and 
132 privates prisoner. The number of the 
enemy engaged was 700; that of the Eng¬ 
lish, 400, In many other cavalry skir- 
mishes that occurred at the outposts, the 
gallantly of the English was equally con- | 
spicnous. With perfect confidence, the 
smallest patrol woidd charge a body donble 
its strength. 

Sir John Moore, desirous of effecting a , 
diversion in favour of the patriot cause, before ; 
he was in full retrogade motion, on the night i 
of the 23rd, put his columns in motion from 
Sahagim towards the Carrion, for the purpose 
of attacking on the following morning Soult, 
whom he mi der stood was at Sal dan ha, and 
who was not likely to be joined by any sup¬ 
porting force in time so as to render the 
attack hassardous. In the chill night the 
Enghsh columns were in motion, warmed 
and cheered by the promise of battle, when, 
intelligence being received from the marquis 
llomana, that Bonapaite was marching fi'om 
Madrid with the 1st and 6th corps d^arnUa 
that Soult, reinforced by Loisson and Hude- 
Ict^a divisions, was advancing northwards to 
cut off the line of retreat; and that the 
other four corps d'amUe were advancing in 
the radii of an irregular crescent, to a con¬ 
verging point on the rear and hanks of the 
English array; Sir John countermanded his , 
order of advance, and on the 34th, com- ; 
menced his retreat. • Hope^s division pro- j 
cecded by the road of Mayorga, and Baird's 
by that of Valencia de San Juan. To con- , 
ceal the retreat from tlie French marshal, 
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the reserve, the light brigade, and the 
cavalry, remained mth sir John Moore at 
Sahagun; the latter pushing their patrols 
up to the enemy's lines to conceal the retro¬ 
grade movement* On the 25 th, the cover¬ 
ing division followed the route of Hope^s 
march; and it was not till the evening of 
that day, that the last of the cavalry pickets 
retired from the post of Sahagun, 

While passing Mayorga, lord Paget's 
march being interrupted hy a strong body 
of cavalry (1,500 in number), posted on a 
high ground that flanked the line of the 
English retreat, colonel Leigh being ordered 
to charge the enemy with two squadrons of 
the 10th hussars, they were put to flight, 
with the loss of 20 killed, and upwards of 
100 taken prisoners. This decided supe¬ 
riority of the British cavalry was also evi¬ 
dent in other rencontres. In all the cavalry 
affairs during the retreat, the hussar regi- 

• The instances of heroic courage and devoted 
sense of duty displayed both by privates and oJflcers 
during the Peninsular war, were numerous, Napier, 
in bis work, mentions the following transaction 
which took place at this bridge;—"John Walton 
and Richard Jackson, privates in tlie 43rd regi¬ 
ment, being posted beyond the bridge of Castro 
Gonzalo, were directed, on the approach of the 
enemy, the one to stand firm, and the other to fire 
and run back to the brow of the hill, to give notice 
whether there were many or few' of the enemy. 
Jackson fired, and received twelve or fourteen sabre 
cuts in an instant; nevertheless he came staggering 
on, and gave the signal; w-hile Walton, with eqn^ 
resolution, stood his ground, and wounded several 
of the assailants, who then retired, leaving bira 
unhurt; but his cap, knapsack, belt, and musket 
were cut in above tw'enty places, and hia bayonet 
was bent double, and notched like a saw/* The 
same author tells us, that the honourable captain 
Comers Cock, in his private jouriiaJ of the transac¬ 
tions in the Peninsular war, records the following 
remarkable exploit, performed hy a seijcant of the 
I6th dragoons, of the name of Baxter, during Mas- 
setia's retreat from the lines of Torres Vedras to 
Santarem;—“That brave soldier, having only five 
troopers with Mm, came suddenly on a picket of 
fifty men, who were cooking their messes, but 
instantly running to their arms, killed one of Bax¬ 
ter’s men; but Baxter broke m so resolutely on 
tJieni, that, witli the assistance of some Spanish 
peasants, who were near at hand, he made forty-tw^o 
of his enemies captives^" Tae following anecdote, 
mentioned by the author of the History of the War 
in the in the third volume of his valu¬ 

able work, and detailed more at length in Leith 
Hay’s ^a}Taliv>3 of the Pemnmhr JVar, partakes a 
little of the marvelious :■—Colonel Waters (the offi¬ 
cer who procured the boats at the " Passage of thfe 
Douro,”) having been token prisoner during Mas- 
seua’s retreat from Portugal, and refusing his parole, 
vm ordered to be sent to Salamanca under the 
escort of four gens-d’armea. During the journey, 
the chief of the party, who rode the only good 
hone, having occaaiou to dismount for a moment, 
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mentSj regardless of numbers, or the dis¬ 
couraging movements of a retreat^ always 
sought a rencontre with the foe, and always 
came off victorious* 

On the 26tli Baird's division crossed the 
river Esla^ by the ford or ferry of Valencia; 
and on the same morning, sir John Moore^ 
with the reserve, passed tliat river, by the 
bridge of Castro Gon^alo.* Tiie whole of 
the army having effected the passage of the 
Esla, was concentrated on the 27th at Bene- 
vente,t wheire it was halted for two days, 
for the purpose of putting the stores and 
magazines in a condition for removal; but 
means of transport not being obtainable, 
the greater part was destroyed* At the 
moment of the evacuation of the town by 
the rear-guard, gener al Lefebvre Desuouettes, 
having crossed, the Esla at a ford oppo¬ 
site Benaren, with the chasseurs it cheval of 
the imperial guard, was driven by the lOtli 

Waters chpiied spurs to Ms mare, which was “a 
celebrated animal,” and galloped olf at full speed. 
His flight lay thi'ough the French army, Wliile he 
hurried past the flanks of the columns of the enemy, 
some cheered him, others fired at him, and the 
gens-d’armes followed close at his heels. At last, 
he rushed full speed between two of the columns, 
and, ou the third day of his flight, reached head¬ 
quarters, where lord Wellington had caused Ms 
baggage to be brought, obsciwiug, that " he would 
not be long absent,” Among the instances of heroic 
daring in the French army during the Peninsular 
war, the following exploit, which occurred during 
the retreat of the English army from Burgos ta 
Ciudad Bodrigo, is not the least interesting;—“ The 
bridge of Tortlerillas having been broken doivn, 
sixty officers and non-commissioned officers formed 
a raft to carry their clothes and arms, and then 
plunged into the ivater, holding their swords betw'een 
their teeth, at the same time swimming and jiushing 
the raft fonvards. Having reached the opposite 
bank of the Douro, naked as they were, they success¬ 
fully stormed a tower behind the ruins of the bridge, 
which was occupied by a detacliment of the Bruns¬ 
wick Gels regiment” At the siege of Badajos, 
in relieving the pickets in the trenches, the men, 
instead of going through the trenches or parallels 
in front of the w^alls of the town, often used to 
show their contempt of danger by jumping out 
of them, and running across the next pai’ailel or 
trench in the face of the enemy’s fire. In executing 
this feat of daring, one day a cannon-shot from thq 
ramparts, first striking the ground, hit one of tha 
working party on the back, when he fell, as it was 
thought, dead on the spot; but, to the surprise of 
his comrades, in a moment he lumped up unhurt^ 
the shot having glanced off his knapsack. In com¬ 
memoration of the event, he was known afterw^arda 
by the appellation of ** the bomb-proof man/' 

f The castle of Benevente, the properry of the 
duke of Ossuna, and one of flie finest monuments 
of the age of chivalry, and in which Gothic gran¬ 
deur was united with the richness of Moorish deco¬ 
ration, was disgracefully dilapidated by the troo ]33 
sbitioned there for the night* 
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hussarsj under general Stewart^ across the 
river, with many killed and wounded, and 
the loss of seventy prisoners, among whom 
was Lefehvre,^ From the termination of, 
this affair, the French cavalry kept at a 
respectful distance as long as the English 
cavalry formed the rear-guard of the army. 

Sir John Moore, with the rear-guard, 
reached Astorga on the 30th without any 
molestation; but that town being encum-j 
bered with the sick of llomana's army— 
which had the appearance of an ambu- ^ 
lating hospital in need of an escort—and ' 
I the ruins of his baggage, the retreat was 
! resumed on the following morning; a large 
quantity of the remaining storbs and ammu¬ 
nition having been first destroyed, and, for 
want of the necessary means of conveyance, 
the sick and wounded abandoned, the for¬ 
mer of whom had been greatly increased 
by the contagious typhus fever, imparted 
to them by Roraana^a troops. On the 31st, 
the light division, under Craufnrd, and 
the light German brigade, under Alten, 
were detached at Bonillos, to march by 
Oreuse on Vigo, for embarkation; which 
town they reached withont having sus¬ 
tained any loss from the enemy* Tiie rea¬ 
son for this separation of the light dirision 
from the main body of the array, was the 
inability to obtain a subsistence on one line 
of march, and to prevent the enemy from 
heading the British coliimus, and obstruct¬ 
ing the retreatf by the lateral road to 
Oreiise and Vigo* The marquis of Romana 
took the same direction, his troops having 
• The following graphic account of this spirited 
affair appears in the narrative of sir John ^ioore's 
campaign, by his brother:—“ While lord Paget was 
preparing to move with tho cavalry, some of the 
eaem>*s ctvalry were observed trying a fold near 
I the bridge which had been blown up; and presently 
I between five and six hundred of the imperial guards 
—as their captured leader, general Lefebyre, 
said to sir John Moore, * who had put to flight thirty 
thousand liussians at Austerlitz*—plunged into the 
I river, and crossed over. Tliey were immediately 
opposed bythe British pickets, who had been divided 
to watch the different fords, but who were quickly 
assembled by colonel Otway. When united they 
amounted only to two hundred and twentj^ men. 
They retired slowly before the superior numbers of 
tho enemy. The front squadrons re^ieatedly charged 
each other; and on the pickets being re-inforeed 
by a small party of the 3rd dragoons, they charged 
with so much fury, that the front squadron broke 
through the enemy, and was for a short time sur¬ 
rounded, by the enemy’s rear squadron wheeling up. 
Hut they extricated themselves by charging back 
again through the enemy. They then quickly ral¬ 
lied, and formed with the rest of the pickets When 
lord Paget reached the held, which he soon did, 

! general Stewart, at the head of the pickets, was 


been supplied with firelocks and amnm- 
nition from the British stores. 

From the commencement of the retreat 
to tile moment of reaching Astorga, tlie 
weather had been severe and inclement 
in the extreme; and the distress of the ^ 
army was further increased by the absence 
of the necessary supplies. The consequence 
unavoidably was, that the continued lino 
of march was a scene of the greatest suffer¬ 
ing and insubordination. The length of 
the marches, the severity of the weather, 
and the wretched state of the roads, wliicb, 
in many places, were knee-deep in mud, 
joined to the want of supplies, the only 
food which the troops could obtain to 
appease their craving appetites being a little 
flour mixed with cold water, produced,” 
says one who participated in the sufferings 
and privations of that disastrous retreat, i 
" so complete a disorganization of the 
army—starvation, under any circumstances, 
compels the soldier to lose his discipliue 
and spirit—that it presented the appear¬ 
ance of a tiiTnnltuary rabble, and, in the 
case of many regiments, not fifty men were 
with their colours.” Daring tlie whole 
retreat the rain fell in torrents and without 
intermission, with a violent and impetuous 
wind beating, alternately, rain, snow, and 
sleet, direct in the faces of the troops; and 
to add to their misery, the cold was in 
a degree nearly equal to that of a polar 
winter; the oldest inhabitant of Spain had 
no recollection of its having ever been so 
severe in the Peninsula. No retreat on 
sharjffy eugagecl; the squadrons on both sides 
sometimes mtermixing. His lordship was desirous 
of draiving on the enemy further from the ford, till 
the 10th hussars, who were forming at some dis¬ 
tance, were ready. This regiment soon arriving, 
lord Paget wheeled it into line in the rear of the 
pickets j which then charged the enemy, supported 
by the tOth hussars. But before they could close, 
the French wheeled round, fled to the ford, and, 
plunging into the river, left their killed and wounded, 
and seventy prisoners, among whom was licfebvre 
in the hanck of the victors.” 

f Of the two reasons which have been assigned 
for that division of the army, namely—first, to lessen 
the difficulties of the commissariat, and secondly, to 
secure the left flank of the army,—the first may I 
he defended; but there does not appear to have 
heen any necessity for the second. If the left flank 
was insecure, it could become so only from lateral 
roads, by which the troops from Astorga might have 
turned the line of march of the retreating battalions; 
but to separate from them, and proceed direct for 
the valley of the Minto, through a distant country, 
where no enemy had existence, was an extraordinary 
mode of securing the uninterrupted march of the 
army—Leith Haj-^s of tli3 Peninsular 
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record was ever attended with so much 
Tuiseryj horrorj and desolation, except the 
dismal and horrific one of Napoleon from 
Moscow, and that of the Anglo-Iiidian- 
amy from Cabuh At Bembibre and Villa 
Franca the stragglers broke into the large 
wine-stores, and hundreds of them, who 
were scattered, in a state of senseless intoxi¬ 
cation, ia the streets and on the roads at a 
distance from tlie vaults, were sabred hy 
the French cavalry, who dealt death around 
unsparingly, and flushed with their inglo¬ 
rious triumph, pursued the drunken rabble 
that attempted to escape their vengeance, to 
Cacabelos, slaughtering and wounding men, 
women, and children, indiscriminately, and 
with the most inhuman ferocity. Some of 
the ill-fated fugitives found their way to 
the British rear, and, mangled as they were, 
were paraded through the ranks, as an 
intimidation to those who might feel in¬ 
clined to follow their example, and disre¬ 
gard that first and greatest principle of 
military duty—obedience, which constitutes 
the sold and spirit of war. 

As there may be some persons disposed 
to consider this a mere “fancy picture,"^ 
\?ithout truth or reality, the testimony of a 
French writer may probably satisfy their 
scepticism. Speaking of the licentious con¬ 
duct and desperate excesses of the strag¬ 
glers of the English array, the author of 
the Huiory of the Conmlaie and the Empire 
of F?'ance under l:^(ipoleon^ says—“Many 
were often intoxicated and nncontrollable, 
and neitlier tlireats nor wai’nings could 
make them quit tlieir booriiig places, 
(namely, the wine-stores, cellars, &g.) Tiiere 
they remained till the French carae up, i 
or else, staggering sluggisliJy along the, 
road, they were overtaken by the dra¬ 
goons, who, as they rode along, brandishing 
their swords to the right and left, cut down 
the tardy drunkards, many of whom were 
so insensible from liquor, as neither to 
resist nor attempt to get out of the way/^ 

During the course of these operations 
of the British army, the French were 
actively employed in scattering the armies 
of the patriots, and in preparations to over¬ 
power with numbers the Englisli army, or 
to intercept its retreat on Portugal, and 
thus, as Thiers vanntingly expresses himself, 

“ end the war in Spain with a crushing blow.^^ 
The whole of the eight corps d^armee were, 
as has been already said, in motion, to 
accomplish this purpose against the Eng¬ 
lish force. Napoleon Buonaparte, as soon 


as he understood that sir John Moore was 
not retreating on Lisbon, but was at Sala¬ 
manca, put himself at the head of the 
1st and 6th corps d^armee, which amounted 
to above 50,000 men, and marched from 
^ladrid on the 31st of December; was at 
Tordesillas on the 24th ; and, after having ^ 
passed the Guadararaa pass of the Carpeu- | 
teras—a ridge of mountains which separate 
the province of ?»Iadrid from that of Sego¬ 
via—was at Valderas twelve hours after 
the English army had quitted that place. 
He reaclied the Esla, in front of Benevente, 
on the 38th, and had the mortification 
to witness the discomfiture of the cavalry of 
his guard, under Lefebvre, by the English 
hussars. Soult and he reached Astorga on 
January 1st, at the same time, with a force 
amounting to 80,000 cavalry and infantry, 
and 200 pieces of artillery, where, receiving 
intelligence of the hostile intentions of 
Austria, he delegated the task of pursuing 
the English, and, in the imperial bombastic 
phraseologj", “ of driving them into the sea,^^ 
to Soult. Having placed under his com¬ 
mand near 60,000 men and 91 guns, he 
prepared to return to France, taking wit It 
him the imperial guard, which amounted 
to 15,000 men* Having been frustrated 
by the prescience and vigilance of the Eng¬ 
lish general, he disguised his miscarriage 
by one of those brilliantly inflated bulletins, 
so well calculated to dazzle the fenid imagi¬ 
nation of warriors. 

This march of Napoleon from Madrirl to 
Astorga, lias furnislied his adulators and idol¬ 
atrous admirers an abundant theme for tlieir 
laudation of liis “unsurpassable and une¬ 
qualled military genius.^^ One of them (and 
of course the rest have taken up the tune) 
breaks out into the following reverie :—He 
thus “ traversed two hundred miles of comi- 
tiy in tm days, [forgetting to state the truth, 
namely, eleven^ regardless of the difficulties 
which the severity of the weather, the almost 
impassable state of the mountain routes, 
and long dark nights, produced.” 

Let us examine the miraculous feat and 
the propriety and application of its extraor¬ 
dinary laudation. First, then, with regard 
to “ the severity of the weather and the 
long night marches/^ Had not the Eng¬ 
lish army to contend with the same disad¬ 
vantages, and that too under the discourag¬ 
ing and depressing circumstances of a re¬ 
treat, and hotly pursued by a vindictive and 
a reraorseless^ foe ? “ Aye,” but reply the 

adulators, “look at the genius of the inag- 
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nanimous NapoleoiFs execution/^ witli aU 
the rest of tiie iionseiise oq whicJi they are 
continually ringing changes* Secondlyj 
“the almost impassable state of the moim- 
tain routes/' Those mountain routes were 
the Guadarama pass of the Cai'penteras^ 
whieli^ as has been before stated, forms part 
of the royal road from Madrid to Badajos* 
That we may not be accused of a partial 
deseriptioHj we will adopt the description of 
the passage by the French—by one of those 
I who love to assign marvels and prodigies to 
the object of their fanatical idolatry:— 
“ Crossing the Carpenteraa in a hurricane 
of sleet and snowj and the snow being deep, 

I the French advanced guard was preparing 
to round the mountain^ the emperor hurry- 
I ing to the front formed the chasseurs k cheval 
■of the guai'd into close column, occupying 
I the entire width of the road, and causing 
the men to dismount, directed the leading 
half squadron, mingled with their horses, 

I to advance; at the same time placing himself 
I in its rear, the whole moved forwards, and 
! treading down the snow in such a manner 
as to point out the way to the troops be- 
I hind; and thus the whole army descended 
, ; to Epinas*'' 

I Now, let us calmly examine the prodigi- 
i onsness of this marvellous exploit, wliicli has 
i called forth the unbounded admiration of^ 
“ the emperor's genius and spontaneous spirit 
I or intuition*'' Did not sir John Hope, and 
that too with all the artillery and magazines 
of the British army, and, moreover, with the 
I enemy's cavalry hovering about him, effect 
this passage of “ mountain routes ?" “ Oh," i 
reply the adulators, “that wms nothing; he 
was only a divisional general, and an Eng¬ 
lishman, one of our own countrymen; and 
then you know, it is liberal to undervalue 
our country men's talent and heroism, and 
overrate those of their enemies, particularly 
where they were led by “the great and match¬ 
less Napoleon/' But not to waste time on 
such nonsense, let us resume the narrative. 

While the main body of the English army 
moved towards Yilla Franca, the reserve, to 
I repress the vigour of the pursuit, took up 
I I at Calcabellos (January 3rd} a position on a 
I lofty ridge, broken witli vineyards and low 
stone walls, where they were attacked by 
' eight squadrons of hussars under general 
, Colbert, supported by a body of voltigcurs; 
i which were repulsed and driven across the 
Gnia river, with the loss of200 men taken and 
slain; among the latter of whom was Colbert* 
As the face of the couatrv from Yilla 
I m ^ 
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Franca to Lugo is mountaiuons and rugged, 
and therefore the cavalry rendered useless, 
they preceded the infantry. On the army 
reaching HeiTierias, the engineers present¬ 
ing their reports of the harbours and posi¬ 
tions of Ferrol and Corunuaj the latter place 
was selected as the port for embarkation, as 
being the nearest by two marclies* On 
reaching Nogales, the army met forty-two 
waggons, laden with arms, ammunition, 
shoes, and clothing, sent by England for 
the use of Romaria's troops. When the 
necessary supplies had been served out to 
the almost naked troops, the remainder was 
destroyed; and, at the same time, the con¬ 
tents of the military chest (25,000 dollars) 
were thrown over a preeipiee into a ravine, 
several feet deep in snow* Many men who 
straggled from their ranks in hopes of pos¬ 
sessing themselves of some of the money, 
met with death eitlier from the severity of 
the weather or the sword of the enemy* 

At this period of the reti’eat, the suffer¬ 
ings of the army had reached theii' climax* 
Horrible scenes of affiiction were moment¬ 
arily occurring among tlie fleemg and dis¬ 
organized crowd* Jaded and half famished, 
barefoot and knee-deep in mud, their fatigue 
was so excessive, that they often fell by 
whole sections on the way-side and perished. 
Hunger, despair, and the inclemency of the , 
weather, had done their worst. “ It was 
melancholy," says an eye-witness, “to see 
brave soldiers, who feared no mortal foe, 
possessed of a spirit undaunted by no 
enemy, ivho had arrived on the soil of 
Spain, burning with a desire for battle, and 
in all the con fide nee of \dctory, thus beaten 
by want and tlie elements, and falhng vic¬ 
tims to their severity and fury !" 

The same fate attended the women and 
children* AYomen were to be seen frozen 
to death, with infants lying on their breasts* 
and seeking sustenance from the lifeless 
bodies of their mothers: one woman was 
found by the way-side, with two babes lying 
beside her to whom slie had given birth 
before her broken spirit had fled for ever. 
Children were frozen in their mothers' arms* 
The sick arid the ivonnded, from the impos¬ 
sibility of passage for the waggons and ears 
that bore them, w^ere abandoned to a linger¬ 
ing death, or the merciless sabi'cs of the 
pursuers. “ I looked around," says one wlio 
was present in the disastrous scene, “ wlieu 
we had gained the highest point of the slip -1 
pery precipices over which we were hurry' . 
mg* and saw the rear of the army winding j 
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along the narrow road, 1 saw their way 
marked by the wretched people that lay on 
all sidesj expiring from fatigue and cold; 
tlieir bodies reddened, in spots, the white 
surface of the ground. The saddest indica¬ 
tions of human misery and sufifering pre¬ 
sented themselves on the whole line of 
march/^ 

Nor was this the condition of the main 
body alone. The retreat of the light divi¬ 
sion, under Craufiird, from Bouillos to Yigo, 
was equally calamitous, Tlieir route lay 
through a wild and mountainous country, 
presenting the appearance of a wilderness 
of the moat dreary and desolate nature. 
Long day and niglit marches, fatigue, want 
of food, and all the miseries and wretched¬ 
ness attendant on a rapid retreat, had, with 
as unsparing a hand, done their work, as 
with the main botly of the army. The snow 
that lay on the ground was dotted along the 
whole iine of the retreat with the dead and 
dying bodies of men, women, and children, 
as also of mules and horses. Clusters of 
men and iromeii were to be seen sitting 
huddled together in the road, their heads 
drooping forwards, and apparently waiting 
for death to put an end to their misery. 
Whenever any one sank down from fatigue 
or exhaustion, there he generally found his 
last resting-place. The whole division pre¬ 
sented the appearance of the most abject 
wretchedness aud misery. The wayworn 
and gaunt figures of tlie men—their ghastly 
features““ttieir heads swathed in old Kigs, 
or tied up in fragments of liandkerchiefs— 
their clothes and accouti'cmeuts hanging in. 
tatters—gave them the appearance of mov¬ 
ing corpses, 7'Iie scenes among the women 
aud children were infinitely more distress- 
ing. During the whole of the calamitous 
retreat, the condition of the women, both 
of the light division and the main body of 
the army, was distressing in the extreme. 
They were to be seen huddled together in 
the rear, with their ragged and scanty 
clothing displaying their bare limbs to the 
mclemency of the season, and with their 
husbands' tattered great coats buttoned over 
their heads, presenting the appearance of a 
tribe of migratory gipsies. But great and 
severe as their distress and sufierings were, 
their fortitude and resignation under them 
drew forth the admiration of the whole divi¬ 
sion. One instance deserves special remein- 
hranee. One of the men's wives being 
overtaken by labour-pains, laid herself down 
in the snow, a little out of the main road. 


and was delivered of a male infant, her hus¬ 
band being her only attendant. In the 
course of a few hours after her delivery, she 
was seen among the ranks with her new¬ 
born babe in her arms. Cases of this nature 
occurred more than once during the Penin¬ 
sular war. 

On the approach of the army to the vil¬ 
lage of Constantine, the French, not aware 
that a bridge was constructed there, pressed 
the pursuit hotly, in order to harass the re¬ 
treating ax'my iu effecting its passage of the 
river; hut they were repulsed iu their attack. 
To check the pursuit, the reserve under bri¬ 
gadier-general Paget was appointed to im¬ 
pede the passage of the river, wtiile the main 
body continued its route to Lugo ; which 
town it reached on the 5 th of January, 
The reserve, though repeatedly assailed by 
the enemy, held its ground firmly till mid¬ 
night, when it retired on the main body, 
and was bivouacked either in position or 
cantoned in and round the town. The 
French on the same day quickly appeared 
in front of Lugo, and took up a position on 
a mountainous ridge, opposite the' rear 
guard of the British, only the width of a 
narrow valley intervening between the posi¬ 
tions of the hostile armies. 

On the 6th, preparations having been 
made for battle, the troops, as soon as they 
knew that their colours were planted in 
bivouac on a line of battle, hurried to their 
ranks; subordination aud discipline imme¬ 
diately assumed their ascendancy, aud the 
organization of the disorderly battalions 
became, as if by magic, complete; and as 
they examined their locks, fixed their flints, 
and loosened in the scabbards those bayonets 
which the pouring rain had rusted fast in 
the sheatlis, they again looked to their 
oflScers with the regard of a ready obe¬ 
dience aud a brave devotion—a fact, con¬ 
firming the just estimate and appropriate 
metaphor of one who well understands the 
qualities of the British soldier:—Bri¬ 
tish army may be gleaned in a retreat, but 
cannot be reaped. Whatever may be their 
misery, the soldiers ai^e always to be found 
ready at the fight/' 

The position chosen for the field of battle 
was tolerably strong. The centre being 
formed among vineyards, separated from 
each other by low stone walls, was diflScult 
to attack. The right being flanked by rocks 
and ravines, wag not easily to be turned j 
but the left was vulnerable. With the first 
dawn of the following morning the guns of 
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the French opened, but were quickly silenced 
by the Eritisli artillery. Attacks were then 
made on the centres of the English line; 
a feint was made on the right wing; and a 
column of considerable magnitude, covered 
by a cloud of tirailleurs, ascended the hill 
on the left, and drove in the pickets and a 
wing of the 76th; but those troops faUing 
back OB the 61st, which was stationed in 
their rear, the enemy was driven down the 
hill with great slaughter, at the point of the 
bayonet; and having been repulsed at all 
points, retreated to his position, with the 
I loss of 400 men. At the attack of the 
I right wing, the Slat falling back behind 
the stone walls, sir John Moore, at the 
head of his staff, rushed forward, with his 
hat in his hand, exclaiming, Kecoliect, 
men, I was your lieutenant-colonel—follow 
me;^^ and gallantly leading the regiment 
to the charge, they rapidly drove back their 
assailants. 

Advantageous positions had presented 
themselves for offering battle before the 
army had reached Logo. Prom Villa Franca 
to Lugo, the tract of country called the 
BierffOj lying between the two great ranges 
of mountains that trend north to south, 
is very rugged and much wooded, with 
numerous enclosures, consisting of low stone 
walls, built around vineyards and planta¬ 
tions of mulberry trees. Here could have 
been selected many desirable positions in 
which battle might have been ofifered to the 
I enemy; and in the event of his declining 
I to accept it, an action might have been 
brought on by the employment of those 
I feints which a retreating army has it in 
j its power to call into practice without impli- 
' eating its safety or credit. 

On the dawn of the 8tli, the English army 
was again drawn up ready for the contest; 
and, though both armies stood embattled 
opposite to each other during the whole 
day, amidst storms of rain and snow, no 
I hostile occuiTcnce took place. In the words 
of a French historian, The British stood to 
' their arms, again offering battle, and giving 
defiance to the enemy. But the French 
were not equally eager for the fight ; they 
looked back from the hills on \riiich they 
were posted, but did not venture to descend. 
The trial which they had made of their 
enemies, on the two preceding days, was not 
such as to encourage Besides, as 

the same author has observed in another 
part of his work, “the French commander- 
in-chief well knew, that ^fatigue would do 


his work more surely than the sword/ 
As the enemy declined the offer of battle, 
the continuance of the retreat was again 
ordered to be resumed; and to deceive the 
enemy, the troops were directed to erect 
huts, and leave their bivouac fires burning. 
At teu o^clock at night, in silent order, the 
army filed off to the rear, by differeut 
routes, leading towards Betanzos; the posi¬ 
tion which had been chosen for the field of 
battle being about five miles distant from 
that town. The retreat commenced in a 
frightful storm of hail, rain, sleet, and wind. 
As the dmsions advanced, the storm raged 
with increased violence; wind, hail, anti 
sleet, swept so resistlessly across the plains, 
that it was with difficulty^ the lines could be 
induced to face the tempest; and to add to 
the misery of the troops, the bundles of 
Straw that Jiad been placed at certain dis¬ 
tances to mark the tracks of march to be 
pursued in the night, had been swept away 
by the violence of the storm. The conse¬ 
quence was, only one division was enabled 
to gain the main road; the two others be¬ 
came bewildered, and after a night-march 
of five hours were still near Lugo. During 
the march of the following day, the troops 
temporarily bivouacked near the villages of 
Guilleriz and Valmeda, tor a few hoiu's, on 
ground streaming \rith water, and the rain 
and snow descending in torrents at the 
same time. In the second night^s march, 
the whole army became disorganized, and 
the discipline and subordination which the 
stand at Lugo Imd tended to restore, was 
now no longer regarded or considered of 
any importance. TJie wdiole army became 
a continuous litie of stragglers, and the 
repetition of the licentiousness and maraud¬ 
ing that had disgraced the retreat to Lugo, 
again took place; the idea of fieeiug from 
an enemy with whom they ardently longed 
to contend, had made so terrible havoc, 
both moral and physical, in their discipline 
and conduct, that they resembled more a 
tumultuous rabble than a gallant and an in- 
^vincible army. At this time the Eoyals 
mustered with the colours only nine officers, 
three seijeants, and three privates; the rest 
had straggled on the marcli from Lngo. 
Most of the other regiments were equally 
disorganized. There was a memorable in¬ 
stance in this pai‘t of the retreat, of what 
might have been accomplished by presence 
of mind and by discipline among the strag¬ 
glers, A party of invalids, between Lugo 
and Betanzos, were closely pressed by two 
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squadrons of the enemy’s cavalry, Serjeant 
Newman, of the 2nd battalion, 43rd, was 
among them; not being able to pass those 
poor men, he rallied round him such as 
were capable of making any resistance, and 
directed the others to proceed as well as they 
could. He formed the party regularly into 
divisions, and commenced firing and retiring 
in an orderly manner, till he effectually 
covered the retreat of his disabled comrades, 
and made the cavalry give up the pnrsnit. 

On the morning of the lOth, the columns 
reached Betanzos, where a halt was made 
to collect the stragglers, and re-organize 
the army. On that day the weather changed 
favom’ably, and the ai'my again resumed its 
retreat on Corunna, in an orderly and com- 
I pact body, amounting to 14,000 men. The 
loss from sickness, insubordination, and the 
I casualties of the service, had amounted to 
nearly one-fourth of its original comple- 
I ment. The retreat between Sahagun and 
Lugo had occasioned the loss of 1,500 
men; but more than twice that number 
I perished between Lugo and Betanzos. But 
I great as the loss had been, it w^as highly 
j gratifying to reflect that it had not been 
inflicted by the enemy. Neither had any 
' military trophy, gun or standard, fallen 
j into his hands; and in the numerous aftairs 
of posts that had taken place between the 
I hostile armies, the Trench could not boast 
I of one fiivQurable issue, or even the most 
I trifling advantage. Of the stragglers, near 
I 1,000 found their way across the countrj 
I to Portugal, after the battle of Corunna, 

The good counteimoce that had been 
' shown by the reserve, the partial actions at 
I Lugo, and the risk to which they had been 
ei’posed of a general one^^ (to adopt the Ian- 
I guage of M. Thiers) cliecked the Prench in 
their pursuit, and marshal Soult ’was too 
j sensible of the danger he had escaped to 
j trust himself again too near the British 
I without a superior force/’ For these rea- 
I sons the retreating army met with no inter- 
ruptioo from the enemy, from the night of 
I its reachiug \almuda to its arrival at 
I Corunna, except on the evening of its reach¬ 
ing Betanzos, when the advanced guard of 
the French cavalry pressed on the British 
rear, but were quickly driven off by a volley 
from the English rear-guard, 

* Corunna, or according to Spanish orthography. 
La Coruna, stands on the neck of a peninsular pro¬ 
montory, which widely extends into the ocean at the 
entrance of the Bay of Betanzos, or as it Is otherwise 
called the Groyne, and at the head of a spacious 


[mooee^s ketkeat. 

The leading division reached Corunna=^ 
in the course of the 11th of January. The 
three divisions took up their quarters in the 
town and suburbs, and the reserve was 
posted at the village of El Burgo. The 
defences by which the town could be 
approached were immediately put into a 
state of repah, and a position for a battle¬ 
field was selected, A rocky ridge, about 
three miles from the town, taking its rise 
on the river Mero, just behind the village 
of El Burgo, sweeping round to the north, 
and terminating on the ocean, presented a 
natural rampart. This would have been 
highly eligible for an ai'tny in sufiScient 
force to defend it; but as that position was 
too extensive for the English army, an 
inferior ridge of heights, or rather swelling 
knolls, which form a sort of amphitheatre 
round the village of Elvma, and only two 
miles distant from Corunna, was chosen, 
though eireumscribed, in a measure, by the 
large ridge before mentioned, and com¬ 
manded by it within the range of cannon- 
shot. I 

The next object that claimed the atten- | 
tion of the comraander-iu-chief was the ! 
abundant magazines of stores, &c., which 
liad been sent to Corunna by the English 
government for the nse of the patriots. 
From those stores, fresh muskets, bayonets, 
flints, &c,, were issued to the troops, for 
the battered and rusty arms they then had. 
The magazines containiug the powder (be¬ 
tween six and seven thousand barrels), and i 
which were situated about three miles from 
the town, were blown up. The explosion 
was tremendous, -^The earth trembled for . 
miles; the rocks were torn from their bases; | 
and the agitated waters rocked the vessels I 
that were in the harbour as if they had ! 
been in a stormwhile a perpendicular i 
column of flame and smoke rose to a con- I 
siderable height, discharging a shower of 
stones and fragments, and bursting with 
a deafening roar, killed many persons within 
its reach, and destroyed a village. 

The fleet of transports hove in sight 
on the evening of the 14th. On its coming 
to anchor, the women, children, sick, and 
w^ounded were immediately carried on board. [ 
A large portion of the artillery (fifty-two i 
guns), the stores, and all the best horses, ' 

harbour. It is defended by a chain of bastions, and 
a strong citadel which partly commands the road. 

At the lime of the battle of Corunna, the fortitica- 
tions were in a dilapidated state^ 
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together with the dismounted Tncn^ fol¬ 
lowed, The foundered horses were shot, to 
put an end to their sufferings, as well as 
to prevent their falling into the hands of 
the enemy. During the transaction, many 
of the poor animals, anticipating their fate, 
broke loose and escaped ► They eventually 
fell into the hands of the French, 

On the 12th, the enemy had appeared in 
front of the town, and covered the heights 
on the opposite side of the Mero, extending 
from the village of El Bargo to the ocean. 
On the 13th, Baird^s division marched into 
position, and the other brigades followed to 
their allotted posts. The position of the 
British array was,—General Hope occu¬ 
pied a hill to the left, with one division, 
with which he commanded the road to 
Betanzos, as the height sloped away gra¬ 
dually in a curve towards the village of 
Elvina, where Baird^s division was posted. 
On Baird's right, the rifle brigade threw 
itself in extended order across the valley, 
and communicated with general Prazeris 
division, which was drawn up about a mile 
from Corunna, near the Vigo road. The 
reserve, under general Paget, occupied a 
village on the road to Betanzos, about half- 
a-mile in the rear of general Hope. 

On the same day that the fleet of trans¬ 
ports arrived, the French, having repaired 
the bridge of El Burgo, over the broad and 
swampy river that separated the two armies, 
pushed a considerable body of infantry and 
cavalry across the river; and on the" 15th 
they constructed a batter}^, consisting of 
eleven guns of large calibre, in a command¬ 
ing position along the range of the heights 
above the northern branch of the river, and, 
at the same time, the whole elevated outer 
ridge was covered with troops, 

On the 16th, as no demonstration of a 
battle-movement had been made by the 
enemy, except a partial cannonade, orders 
were issued to prepare for embarkation in 
the course of the night; but, about two 
o'clock, the French were observed under 
arms, and an instant fusilade corameuced 
between the enemy's tirailleurs and the 
English pickets and light troops. At the 
same moment four columns crossed the 
valley, two directing their march on the 
right of the English position, one moved 
on the centre, and the Iburth threatened the 
left of the English line. Baird's right was 
turned, and the village of Elvina, which lay 
midway between the two positions, was 
carried by their impetuous onset in this 
G1 ^ 


attack. General Baird's arm being shattered 
by a grape-shot, he w'as forced to quit the 
field* Sir John Moore directed tlm right 
wing of the 4th regiment, in order to coun¬ 
teract the effect of the enemy's outflankiug 
movement, to form an acute angle on the 
rear of the left wing of the regiment, and to 
pour in a well-directed volley on the flank 
of the column. In this position they com¬ 
menced a heavy raking fire, and the gen¬ 
eral watching the manoeuvre, called out to 
them, That is exactly w^hat I wanted to 
be done/' Sir Jolm then rode up to the 
50th regiment, commanded by majors Na¬ 
pier and Stanhope, who got over an enclosure 
in their front, and charged most gallantly. 
This drew fi'om Moore the exclamation, 
Well done, 50th! well done ray majors.'^ 
The enemy was driven from Elvina with 
great slaughter, by the 47th and 50th, 
but major Napier advancing too far, was 
wounded, and taken prisoner; and major 
Stanhope received a mortM wound. Ap- 
jroaching the 42nd regiment, wdiicb had 
brmerly prevailed against Buonaparte's 
Invincibles," Moore addressed them in 
these terms, — Highlanders 1 remember 
Igypt!" They rushed on, driving the 
French before them, till they were stopped 
by a wall. Sir Jolm accompanied them in 
tlieir charge, and told them lie was well 
pleased with their conduct* Captain Har- 
dinge (now comniander-ln-chief) was sent 
to order up a battalion of guards to the 
left flank of the Highlanders. TJie officer 
commanding the light company conceived 
that as their araraunition was nearly ex¬ 
pended, they were to be relieved by the 
guards, and began to fall back, but sir John 
discovering the mistake called to them,'' My 
brave 42nd, join your comrades; ammuni¬ 
tion is coming, and you have your bayo¬ 
nets." They instantly obeyed, and all moved 
forward. Captain Hardinge now returned 
to report that tiie guards were advancing. 
Wliile he was speaking and pointing out 
the situation of the battalion, a hot fire was 
kept up, and the enemy’s artilleij played 
incessantly on the spot* Sir John Moore 
was too conspicuous. A cannon-ball struck 
his left sboalder and beat him to the ground. 
He raised himself, and sat up with unaltered 
features, looking intentl}^ at the Highlan¬ 
ders, who were warmly engaged. Captain 
Hardiage threw himself from his horse, 
and took the general by the hand; thejt 
marking his anxiety, he told him the 42iid 
were advancing; upon which his counte- 
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nance immediately brightcnecL His friend^ 
colonel Graham^ dismounted to assist bim, 
and from the calmness of Moore's counte¬ 
nance entertained hopes that he was not 
even wounded; but observing the dreadful 
laceration of his person and the great eftu- 
sion of bloodj he rode off for surgeons* 
Sir John was carried from the field on a 
blanket by a serjeant of the 43nd and some 
soldiers* On the way he ordered captain 
Hardin ge to report his wound to general 
HopCj who assumed the command of the 
army* Equally foiled in his attempt to 
pierce the centre^ the French marshal endea- 
vom'ed, with Delabordc's division, to over¬ 
throw the left of the British line. This 
attack was also I'endered abortive by gene¬ 
rals Hope and Paget's commands* Being 
thus unsuccessful on all points, his centre 
being defeated and broken, and bis left 
turned, he fell back, as night came on, 
upon the high ridge of hills from wdiich lie 
had descended, darkness alone preventing 
his complete deroute; at the same time, 
the British line being considerably in ad¬ 
vance on the ground it had occupied at the 
commencement of the action* 

' On the cessation of the battle, fires being 
kindled along the lines, and strong pickets 
(consisting of 3,000 men, under Beresford, 
iu the lines and in the front of Corunna, 
and a reserve under Hill on a promontory 
behind the town), being left to guard the 
. ground and watch the movements of the 
I enemy; tiie victorious troops, at ten o'clock, 
filed down from the field of battle, and 
passed the night iu embarking* At day¬ 
break, the enemy perceiving that the Eng- 
I lish had left their position (the pickets haring 
' been at that moment withdrawn)jConstructed 
I a battery on the height of St* Lucia, so as 
I to bear on the English shipping; but before 
I the battery opened, the greater pai't of 4he 
I troops had been embarked* Many of the 
masters of the transports, alarmed at the 
I cannonade, having cut their cables, some of 
:he vessels ran foul of each other* A few 
transports being wrecked, were burnt by the 
English navy* Hill and Beresford, with the 
rear-guard, embarked oa the 17th; and in 

• Among the killed and wounded were the two 
majors of the oOtb ; Lincoln Stanhope, the third 
son of the earl of Harrington, and the present sir 
Charles Napier* While the body of major Stanhope 
was being committed to the grave, his brother, 
captain Fiuroy Stanhope, aid-de-camp to the coni- 
mander-in-chief, stoopin^ forward to take a last 
view of the remains of his gallant brother, nearly 
escaped sharing the same grave, a ball fiotn the 
VOL. I* K 


the course of the afternoon of that day, tho 
whole fleet was under weigh for England, 
with a fair wind* But, unfortunately, in | 
the course of the voyage, it was scattered ‘ 

by a violent stolen; and many transports | 

were much damaged, and the Despatch i 
transport lost, on board of which were 
8 officers, 133 non-commissioned officers I 
and privates, 4 women, and 68 horses of 
the 7th dragoons* The troops on their 
disembarkation presented a piteous appear¬ 
ance; haggard eountenances, tattered gar¬ 
ments, and damaged accoutrements; but 
their honoui* and com*age untarnished, and 
their country's glory extended* 

Thus ended the battle of Corunna, which, j 
considering the numerical superiority of the 
French army, both in men and artillery, 
and the comparative moral and physical 
condition of the contending armies, a cir¬ 
cumstance which, of course, rendered the 
disadvantage still greater on the part of the 
English in the contest, reflects no less credit 
on the talents and genius of the general, 
than it does on the courage and inviuci- ! 
bility of his troops that won it, and “in 
that prodigious stand and noble feat of 
arms/^ as Thiers has had the candour and 
generosity to term it, immortalized their | 
country's name* I ; 

The amount of the English army under 
arms was 14,500 men, but neither Hope's 
nor Frazer's divisions were engaged. Had 
they been engaged, and night not have 
intervened, the fate of the French array ' 
would have been inevitable, as its powder ; 
was nearly exhausted at the time of their ! 
falling back, and the IMero in its rear, the j 
only passage over that river available for i 
them, being the narrow bridge at El Burgo* 

The enemy's force exceeded 20,000 men. 

The British artillery consisted of twelve 
6-pouuders; but it was soon silenced by the 
number and superior weight of the eneray's 
guns* The loss of the English was 800 in 
killed* and wounded* Tlie French admitted | 
theirs to he double that number; but the j 
ti'uth is that it thiice exceeded it* Sir John | I 
Moore, while applauding the repulse of the ; 
enemy from the village of Elvina, was 

enemy passing through bis cloak. Men or Napier | 

having Wen lett for dead on the field of battle, [ 

where he received six woimds, a French soldier was ' 
about cutting off his head, when a French drtimmer 
interposed and saved him* The major was taken to ' 
Soult's quarters and kindly treated until exchanged* j 
When Napoleon Bnonapirte heard of the gallitit 
generosity of the drummer, he presented Mm with 
the cross of the Legion of Honour* 
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I . wounded by a cannon baU, whicli carried 
i , away his left shoulder and part of the collar 
I i bonej leaving the arm hanging by the flesh* 

I He died soon after he was carried out of the 
field* He was buried during the night of 
the embarkation in the rampart of the cita¬ 
del. At raidnight, he was borne to the 
grave {which had been prepared by a party 
of the 9th regiment), by colonel Graham, 
major Colborne, and his aides-de-camp, and, 
being laid in Ins bed of honour, wrapped 
in his catup-cloak, was ^Geft alone in his 
I 

The following inscription appears on a 
small column erected in the place wliere 
the battle had been fought, by the marquis 
Romana, to the memory of general Moore: 

A la Gloria 
del 

Exmo. Sir D. Joan Moore, Gen* del Esto 
Y a la de sus valieates eompatriotas 
e 

Espana agradecida*” 

And on the other side, 

“ Battalia de Coruna a 16 de Enero 
Ano 1809*^' 

Marshal Soult directed the French consul, 
M* Poureroy, to cause the following inscrip¬ 
tion to be engraven on a rock near the spot 
where the English general was wounded: 

‘‘Hie cecitit Johannes Moorb,I)iix Esm-citus 
Anglican i, 

In Pugua, Januarii xvi., 1609, 

Contra Gallos, a duce Dalmatise ductos 

but the order not having been carried into 
eftect, marshal Ney caused a monument to 
be erected over the remains of sir John 
Moore; surmounted by a slab having on 
both its sides the sublimely simple inscrip¬ 
tion: 

“John Moore, 

Leader of the British Ai'mies, 

' Slain in Battle, 1809*” 

The reputation of sir John Moore has 
I been much assailed, and his judgment im¬ 
pugned, by those presumptuous and weak- 
minded men, who tliiiik that they have a 
prescriptive right find fault with un- 
suGcessfol measures.^^* They condemn his 
halt at Salamanca j but in their condenma- 
tory criticism they forget that had he ad¬ 
vanced he must have left both his flank 
divisions unprotected ; or that, if he had 
advanced to form a junction with one, he 
might have jeopardized the safet}^ of the 
other* They find fault with his not ad- 
I vaucing into the heart of Spain, Could 
! there ever have been a more insane act? 
What! with eight corps d'armee, each ex- 
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ceeding his army, advancing on his flanks, 
and the rabble armies of the patriots routed 
and scattered, would it have been prudent to 
compromise the safety of his army, by submit¬ 
ting to the follies and caprices of infatuated 
and apathetic friends, and the delusions and 
designs of treacherous allies ? The attempt 
might, possibly, have been attended with 
some palatial and temporary success; but a 
conscientious aelf-deiiial made the British | 
chief hesitate to risk the safety of his army i 
on the desperate hazards of a chivalric 
effort; and for this preference he merits I 
the gratitude of his country* Some of his 
critics have assigned the cause of his deter¬ 
mination to retreat ^^to his melancholic and 
desponding temperament;^^ otliers assert, 

that an excessive sensibility embarrassed 
bis decisions and some, that he was ^^ de- | 
ficient'^ in that stern sufficiency of thonght 
that marks the unhesitating character of the 
general* 

Such are the objections of his critics* Had 
they condemned the subdivision which lie 
made of liis force, in the case of the* light 
divdsioiij and the despatching that body by a 
different route to that pursued by the main 
body—had tiiey reprehended his omission of 
taking advantage of the many defensible 
positions for offering battle which the Bierzo 
(a tract about twelve miles square, and en¬ 
closed by mountains, and one of the most 
defensible in Europe,) affordcd~had they | 
expressed theb disapprobation of his de¬ 
clining to attack Soult at Lugo—had they 
reprehended his omission of having estab¬ 
lished a base or line of operations—or hod 
they asserted, that if he had thrown himself 
behind the bridge of Alinarez, on the Tagus 
(an almost impregnable situation)—^or had ' 
they said that by retiring on Lisbon instead 
of Corunna (which was the shorter road), he | 
would have increased the difficulties of Soult ' 
and LefebiTC, by widening the communica- i 
tions they would have had to maintain, thus ‘ 
compelling them to weaken themselves, by 
leaving behind them a greater number of 
detachments, {an operation subsequently 
executed by su^ Arthur Wellesley with de¬ 
cided success,) he would have given time for 
the reorganization of the Spanish armies, and 
have furnished the troops of Romana and 
the peasants of Galicia and Portugal with | 
the opportunity of carrying on a harassing 1 
warfare against the French detachments— 
there would have been some appearance of j 
reason in their reproof, and they would have 
indicated that they possessed some know- 
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ledge of military science and enterprise. 
Had sir John MoorCj instead of exhausting 
the strength and spirit of his gallant army 
in a harassing and an inglorious movement, 
put forth that strength and spirit on the field 
of battle, there is hut little doubt that he 
would have secured, by a gallant victory, a 
safe and an unmolested retreat; and that 
there would have heen less loss of the lives 
of his comrades by that victory than occur¬ 
red in the precipitate retreat. The insub¬ 
ordination and excesses which disgraced the 
arras of England in that affair would also 
have been obriated. Sir John Moore^s 
great error* was an liallucination of belief in 
the invincibility of the French and the 
superiority of their military genius, and 
too subdued an opinion of the indomitable 
courage and military qualifications of his 
own countrymen. In the words of a distin¬ 
guished French historian, it was his mis< 
fortune to have imbibed that exaggerated 
opinion of the French, as a military people, 
the ability of their generals, and the con¬ 
summate wisdom of their emperor, which 
the enemies of government in England were 
always labouring to produce for humbling 
the spirit of their country/' 

The true, and no doubt a most potent and 
influencing cause, that determined sir John 
Moore to retire before the enemy, was the 
temporizing, perverse, and apathetic—often 
treacherous—conduct of the Spanish juntas 
and their imbecile and arrogant generals. 
Those incompetent and presumptuous men, 
instead of adopting measures for the pro¬ 
motion of the cause, were employed in 
' cabals for furthering their own private in- 
I teres ts. When they did devote their at ten- 
I tion to the affairs of the public, they often 
I carried their proceedings to the climax of 
absurdity; many of their aiTangements hav- 
i ing been made consequent on the expulsion 
I of the French from Spain, and only to take 
* effect when the last of the invaders should 
I I be driven across the Pyrenees by their in- 
I I vincible armies and their own sage counsels. 

I Their cupidity also was insatiable; and their 
bad faith and treachery were no less con- 
I I spicuous than their foUy and arrogance. In 
I I some instances, they openly divided among 
themselves the treasure and stores furnished 
by England for the maintenance and use of 
I the SpaniBh armies. 

, * But fearful of meeting that “ twenty thousand,” 

1 or even not a sixth of it (which was the amount of 
Hope's division), Ihe magnammona Napoleon”— 

*' the greatest captain of the age”—** the genius of 


Whether there is, or is not, much truth in 
the criticisms just stated, it is certain that 
he mainly contributed to the salvation of 
Spain, by withdrawing the attention of the I 
French from their operations against the \ 
patriots, and thus affording them time and ^ 
opportunity for retrieving their disasters. 

By his advance to Sahagun, he also arrested 
the march of the fourth corps d'atmee on 
Lisbon; that force being obliged to cross 
the Tagus to aid the main body of the army. 

But without taking into consideration 
whether the English general was right or 
wrong in his decision to retreat, the name 
of Moore ought, as sir John Hope observed 
in his despatch to the secretary of state, 
'-ever to remain sacred to his country/' 
and venerated by every real soldier and 
true-hearted Englishman. To his memory, 
the women of England, Ireland, and Scot- I 
land owe, in an emphatic manner, eternal 
and unbounded gratitude. By his firmness 
and foresight, the lives of near 30,000 of 
the sons of those brave nations were saved 
from the bitter and remorseless vengeance 
of the Corsican despot. In one of his 
inflated bulletins, issued during the pre¬ 
sence of tlie British army in the Peninsula, 
"the great and magnanimous Napoleon," 
as his sycophantic adulators and infatuated 
admirers style him, and in which he states, 

" that all the evils, all the plagues which | 
can alSict the human race come from Lon- j i 
don," he gives bfrtli to the follomng mon- j 
strous and savage expression^—an expression ; 

which would have disgraced the most ruth- | 
less barbarian that ever cursed the face of I ! 
the earth" Ohexclaims, in an ecstacy j 
of the most inhuman delight, "the mag¬ 
nanimous Napoleon " oh, that they 
might be met ^rith to the number of eighty 
or a hundred thousand men, instead of 
twenty thousand,* that English mothers may 
feel the evils of war/' In another part i 
of the same disgusting production, he says, 

" Oh I that they may dye with their blood | 

this continent. The day/' he adds, " will | 

be a day of jubilee for the French army." I 
After perusing these declarations of ran- | 
corous hatred and implacable revenge—of j 

demon spite and rancour, I appeal to the 
decision of every right-minded man, be liis 
nature what it may, whether " the idol ■ 
of mankind"— " the man of the people"— ' 1 

war,” could condescend to enter into a plot with the 
traitor Morla, to trepan, in driblets, Hope's divi- j 
sion, into his clutches: so just a dread had that 
meanest of heroes of British soldiers. 
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the friend of linmanitj^^'—“ the patron of 
liberty^^—'' the legislator for the inillions^^ 
—"the regenerator of nationa'^—"the iiu 
tainted^ unambitionsj irairiaculate, and inag^ 
nanimous Napoleon^^—with all the other 
nauseousj insane, and ridiculous epithets 
with which follT, ignorance, and super 
stition—which hate of the country of their 
birth, its honour, its happiness, and its 
integrity—have invested their idol, and im 
posed on the understanding of the weak- 
minded and the credulous, are not deserving 
of contempt and ridicule? 

Sir John Moore’s character may be 
summed up in few words. He was brave, 
moral, liigh-minded, and good, in the high¬ 
est degree which our frail nature will admit. 
No man that ever adopted the glorious 
profession of arras afforded so positive a 
demonstration as he did, in the com^se of 
his spotless and honourable life, that " reli¬ 
gion is a necessary ingredient in the perfect 
military character,’’ His military talents 
were of the first order: his only defect, as has 
been jnst said, a mistaken notion of the aupe- 
I riority of Erencli military talent and prowess, 

I As in the detail of the particulars of the 
I fall and death of sir Jolm Moore, a mate- 
I rial variance prevails, the following letter 
I describing tliat event by captain Hai^dinge, 

I wlio was one of the general’s aides-de-camp, 
as also lieutenant-colonel Anderson’s com¬ 
munications on the same subject, appear 
appropriate appendages to the preceding 
account of that event. At the moment 
I before sfr John received his w^omid, captain 
I Hardinge had jnst returned from ordering 
up the guards to the support of tlic 42nd, 

I and w^as repeating to the general, that the 
, guai'ds were advancing, as he was struck by 
I the caniion-balL 

I " The ch'cumstances which took place 
immediately after the fatal blow which de¬ 
prived the army of its gallant commander, 
sir John Moore, are of too interesting a 
nature not to be made public, for the admi¬ 
ration of bis conntiTmen. But I trust that 
the instances of fortitude and heroism of 
which I was ^vitness, may also have another 
effect, that of affording some consolation to 
his^relatives and friends. With this feeling 
I have great satisfaction in committing to 
paper, according to your desire, the follow- 
I ing relation. 1 had been ordered by the 
I commander-in-cluef to desire a battalion of 
I guards to advance; which battalion was at 
I one time intended to have dislodged a corps 
of the enemy from a lai^ge house and garden 
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on the opposite side of the valley; and I 
was pointing out to the general the situation 
of the battalion, and our horses were touch¬ 
ing each other, at the very moment when a 
cannon-shot from the enemy’s batteiy car¬ 
ried away his left shoulder and part of the 
collar-bone, learing the arm hanging by the 
flesh. The violence of the stroke threw 
him off his horse on his back. Not a 
muscle of bis face altered, nor did a sigh 
betray tlie least emotion of pain, I dis¬ 
mounted, and taking his liand, he pressed 
mine forcibly, casting his eyes very anx¬ 
iously towards the 42nd regiment, which 
was hotly engaged; and his countenance 
expressed satisfaction when I informed him 
that the regiment was advancing. Assisted 
by a soldier of the 42nd, he was removed 
few" yards behind the shelter of a wall. 
Colonel Graham Balgowan, and captain 
Woodford, about this time came up; and, 
perceiving the state of sir John’s wound, 
instantly rode off for a surgeon; the blood 
flowed fast, but the attempt to stop it with 
my sash was fruitless from the size of the 
wound. Sir John assented to being re¬ 
moved ill a blanket to the rear. In raising 
um for that purpose, his sw"ord banging on 
the wounded side, touched Ms arm, and 
became entangled between his legs, I per¬ 
ceived the inconvenience, and ^vas in the 
act of unbuckling it from his waist, when 
he said, in his usual tone and manner, and 
in a very distinct voice, ' It is well as it is. 
I had rather it should go out of the field 
with me,’ Here I feel that it would be 
improper for my pen to venture to express 
the admiration with which I am penetrated 
in thus faithfully recording this instance of 
invincible fortitude, and military delicacy of 
this great man. He was borne by six sol¬ 
diers of the 42ud and guards, my sash sup¬ 
porting him in an easy posture. Obserring 
the resolution and composure of his features, 
I caught at the hope, that the wound 
would not prove mortal; and remarked, 
that I trusted when the surgeons dressed 
the wound, that he would be spared to us, 
and recover. He then turned Ids head 
round, and looking steadfastly at the wound 
for a few seconds, said, ' No, Hardinge, 

I feel that to be impossible.’ I wished to 
accompany him to the rear, when he said, 
'you need not go with me. Report to 
genetid Hope that I am wounded, and car¬ 
ried to the rear,’ ^ A serjeant of the 42nd 
and two spare files, in case of accident, 
were ordered to conduct their brave general 
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to Corunna; and I hastened to report to 
general Hope. 

1 have the honour to be, &c., 

Haedinge.'^ 

The following is the report of eolonei 
Anderson:— 

i The tidings of this disaster were brought 
I to sir David Baird while the surgeons vrere 
dressing his arm. He desired tliein instantly 
I to attend on sir John Moore. When they 
reached the genend, and offered their assis¬ 
tance, he said to them, ^You can be of 
no serriee to me; go to the soldiers, to 
whom you may be useful.^ As the sol¬ 
diers were carrying him slowly along, he 
made them turn him round frequently to 
view the field of battle, and to listen to the 
firing, and appeared to be well pleased when 
the sound grew fainter. A spring waggon, 
bearing colonel Wyuch, wounded from the 
battle, came up. The colonel asked—^ Who 
was in the blanket and being told it 
was sir John Moore, he wished Mm to 
be placed in the waggon. The general 
asked one of the highlanders ivhether he 
thought the waggon or the blanket best? 
who answered, that the blanket would not 
I shake him so much, as he and the other 
I soldiers w^ould keep their step, and carry 
I him easy. Sir John Moore replied, 
think so too;^ so they proceeded with him 
to Corunna, the soldiers shedding tears as 
they went. In carrying him through the 
passage of the house wdiere he was to take 
up his quarters, he saw his faithful seiwant 
Francois, W'ho was stunned at the spectacle. 
Sir John said to him, smiling, ^My friend, 
this is nothing/ 

The colonel continues:—"! met the 
general, on the evening of the 16th, being 
I brought iu a blanket and sasbes. He knew 
I me immediately, thougb it was almost dark, 

I I squeezed my hand, and said, 'Anderson, 

I I don^t leave me.^ He spoke to the sur- 
I geons, on their examining his wound; but 
I was in such pain, he could say little. After 
I I some time, he seemed very anxious to speak 
I j to me, and, at intervals, got out as fol- 

I lows;—' Anderson, you know that I have 

I always wished to die this w^ay.-' He then 
I asked, ' Are the French beaten 7* which he 

I repeated to every one he knew, as they 

came in. 'I liope the people of England 
I will be satisfied! I hope my country'" will 
I do me justice! Anderson, yon will see my 

I friends as soon as you can : tell them every- 

thing; say to my onotheri—here his voice 
I quite failed, and he w'as exceedingly agi- 
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tated—' Hope—Hope—I have mnch to say 
to him—but—cannot get it out. Are colo¬ 
nel Graham and all my aides-de-camp well?^ 

—(A private sign was made by colonel An¬ 
derson not to inform him that captain-, 

one of his aides-de-camp, was wounded in 
the action.)—' I have made my will, and 
have remembered my servants: Colborne 
has my will, and all my papers/ Major 
Colborne then came into the room. He j 
spoke most kindly to him; and then said to 

me, ' Anderson, remember you go to- ^ 

and tell him it is my request, and that 
I expect he will give major Colborne a 
lieutenant-colonelcy: he has been long with 
me, and I know him most worthy of it.^ J 
He then asked major Colborne ' if the I 
French were beaten?^ and on being told i 
that they w^ere on every point, he said, ' It | 
is a gi'eat satisfaction to me to know we 
have beaten the French. Is Paget in the 
room?' On my telling him no, he said, 

' Rememher me to him—it's general Paget 
I mean—he is a fine fellow. I feel mj^self 
so strong. I fear I shall be long dying. 

It IS great uneasiness—it is great pain. 
Everything Frau9oi3 says is right: I have 
the greatest confidence in him.' He tlianked 
the surgeons for their trouble. Captains ' 
Percy and Stanhope, two of his aides-de¬ 
camp, then came into the room. He spoke 
kindly to both, and asked Percy 'If all his i 
aides-de-camp were w^ell?' AJter some in- 
terv^ai, he said, ' Stanhope, remember me 
to your sister/ He then pressed my hand , 
dose to his body, and, in a few moments, i 

died without a struggle. This was every | 

syllable lie uttered, as far as I can recol¬ 
lect, except asking occasionally to be placed 
in an easier posture/' 

We here append sir Jofni Moore's last 
despatch, a document of great value and 
interest, as it is explanatory of the motives 
and causes ivhich induced that high-miuded 
and accomplished soldier to adopt the mea¬ 
sures he did wdiile in command of the 
Britisli army present in Spain during that 
part of the Peninsular war in which he held 
his command. In estimating the character i 
and services of that " great and good man," , 
the opinion of one ftdly competent to the ' 
task should be taken into consideration. ' 
"The only error," said the late duke of | ^ 
WeUkigton, " I can discern in sir John ' 
Moore's campaign is, that he ought to 
have looked on the advance to Sahagun as 
a movement in retreat, and have sent 
officers to the rear to mark and arrange 
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i the halting-points of eacL brigade* But this 
is an opinion formed after a long experience 
of war^ and especially of Spanish waiv wliich 
must be seen to be understood* Finally^ it 
is an opinion formed after the event/^ 

On the ]3thj sir John Moore^ haTing 
been on horseback from daybreak,' making 
I every arrangement for battle, retuimed about 
I eleven in the forenoon to bis quarters, and 
I being exhausted with fatigue, sent for 
brigadier-general Stewart, and telling him 
that he was incapable of ivriting, desired 
i him to proceed to England, and as be was 
a competent judge, to explain to the minis- 
I ters the situation of the army. But the 
vessel in which the general was to proceed 
not being quite ready, and sir John Moore 
recovering from bis fatigue after taking 
I some refreshment, he wrote off his last des¬ 
patch to the British government:— 

Corunna, 13tb June, 1809* 
Lord,— Situated as this army is 
at present, it is impossible for me to detail 
to your lordship the events which have 
taken place since I had. the honour to 
address you from Aatorga, on the 31st 
December* I have, therefore, determined 
I to send to England brigadier-general Charles 
Stewart, as the officer best qualified to give 
you every information you can want, both 
with respect to onr actual situation, and 
the events %vliich have led to it* From his 
connexion with your lordship, and ivith his 
majesty^s ministers, whatever he relates is 
most likely to he believed. He is a man in 
whose honour I have the most perfect reli- 
I ance; he is incapable of stating anything 
' but the truth; and it is the truth which, 
at all times, I wish to convey to your lord- 
ship and to the king^a government. 

Your lordship knows that had I followed 
my own opinion as a military man, I should 
have retired with the army from Salamanca. 
The Spanish armies were then beaten; there 
was no Spanish force to which we could 
unite; and I was satisfied that no effort 
would be made to aid us, or favour the 
cause in whicli we were engaged. I was 
sensible, however, that the apathy and in- 
diflterence of the Spaniards would never 
have been believed; that had the British 
been withdrawn, the loss of the cause w^ould 
have been imputed to their retreat; audit 
was necessary to risk this army to convince 
the people of England, as well as the rest of 
Europe, that the Spaniards had neither the 
power nor the inclinatioii to make any 
efforts for themselves* It was for this rea- 
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son that I marched to Sahagun* Asa diver¬ 
sion, it succeeded, I brought the whole i 
disposable force of the French against this ' 
army, and it has been allowed to follow it, 
without a single movement being made to 
favour its refreat* The people of the Gal- 
iiciasj though armed, made no attempt to 
stop the passage of the French through their i 
mountains. They abandoned their dwell¬ 
ings at our approach, drove away their ' 
carts, oxen, and every thing that could be 
of the smallest aid to the army. The con¬ 
sequence has been, that our sick have been ' 
left behind, and when our horses and mules 
failed, which, on such marches, and through 
such a couni^, was the case to a great ex- , 
tent, baggage, ammunition, stores, and even i 
money, were necessarily destroyed, or aban¬ 
doned, i 

“ 1 am sorry to say, that the army, whose 
conduct I had so much reason to extol on 
its march through Portugal, and on its ar- . 
rival in Spain, has totally changed its char- I 
acter since it began to retreat. I can say ! 
nothing in its favour, but that when there 
was a prospect of fighting the enemy, the 
men were then orderly, and seemed pleased, 
and determined to do tlieir duty. In front 
of ViUa Franca, the French came up with | 
the reserve, with which I was covering the : 
retreat of the array* They attacked it at ; 
Calcabalos. It retired, covered by the 95th | 
regiment, and marched that night to Her- ' 
rierias, and thence to Nogales and Lugo; i 
where I had ordered the different divisions I 
which preceded to halt and collect. At I 
LngOj the French again came up with me; 
they attacked our advanced posts on the 
6th and 7th, and were repulsed in both at¬ 
tempts, with little loss on our side, 

'^I heard from the prisoners taken that 
three divisions of the French army, com¬ 
manded by marshal Soult, were come up. 

I therefore expected to be attacked on the 
morning of the 8th* It was my lyish to 
come to that issue; I had perfect confidence 
in the valour of the troops, and it was only 
by crippling the enemy that we could hope i 
either to retreat or to embark unmolested. | 
I made every preparation to receive the 
attack; and drew out the army in the morn¬ 
ing to offer battle. This was not marshal 
Soult^s object; he either ^id not think him¬ 
self sufficiently strong, or he wished to play 
a surer game, by attacking us on our march, 
or during onr embai^batian. The country 
was intersected, and his position too strong 
for me to attack with an inferior force* The 
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waat of provisions would not allow me to 

1 wait longer j I marched that night ; and^ in 
two forced inarcheSj bivouacked for six or 
j eight hours in the rain. I reached Betanzos 
on the 10th instant. 

At Lugo I was sensible of the improba- 
i bility of reaching Vigo^ which w^as at too 

1 great a distancej and offered no advantages 
! to embark in the face of an enemy. My 
intention then was to have retreated to the 
peninsula of Betanzos^ where I hoped to 
find a position to cover the embarkation of 
the array in Ares or Bodes Bays i but hav¬ 
ing sent an officer to reconnoitre it^ by his 
report, I was determined to prefer this place. 

I gave notice to the admiral of my inten- 
tion, and begged that the transports might 
be brouglit to Conmna. Had I found them 
here on my arrival on the llth instant, 
the embarkation would have been easily 
effected ; for I had gained several inarches 
on the French, They have now come up 
with ns; the transports are not arrived. 
My position in front of this place is a very 
bad one; and this place, if I am forced to 
retire into it, is commanded within musket- 
shot; and the harbour will he so commanded 
by cannon on the coast, that no ship will 

1 be able to lie in it. In short, my lord, 
general Stewart will inform you bow eri- 
1 tical our position is. It has been recom- 
! mended to me, to make a proposal to the 
enemy to induce him to allow us to embark 
quietly; in which case, he gets us out of 

1 the country soon, and obtains this place 
with its stores, &c,, complete; that other¬ 
wise, we have it in our power to make a 

1 1 long defence, which must ensure the de¬ 
struction of the town. I am averse to 
' make any such proposal; and am exceed- 
' ingly doubtful if it would be attended with 
any good effect; but whatever I resolve on 
' ' this head, 1 hope your lordship will rest 
assured, that I shall accept no terms that 
are in the least dishonourable to the army 

* or to the country. I feel that I have been 
led into gi'eafcer length and more detail than 

I thought I could have had time for, I 

1 have written under interruptions, and with 
, my mind much occupied with other matter, 

1 My letter written so carelessly can only be 

* considered as private; when I have more i 
leisure, I shall write more correctly. In 

1 the meantime, I rely on general Stewart 
for giving your lordship the information 
i and detail which I have omitted. I should 

1 regret his absence, for his services have been 
very distinguished; but the state of his eyes 

i 

1 __ . 

makes it impossible for him to recover, and 
this country is not one in which cavalry can 
be of much use. If I succeed in embark¬ 
ing the army, I shall send it to England : it 
is quite unfit for further service until it has 
been refitted, which can best be done there, 

“ I have the honour to be, &c,, | 

"John Moore/^ 

The despatch of general Hope, addressed 
to sir Darid Baird, and which for its elo¬ 
quence and fidelity of narration is a model 
for such documents, states with so admi¬ 
rable precision the cncumstances of the 
battle, that its introduction here seems 
indispensable. This admirable document 
was written as soon as general Hope had 
embarked. 

" His Majesty^s ship Audacious, off 
Coruima, June 18th, 1809. 

" Sin,“Iu compliance with your desire, 
contained in your communication of yester¬ 
day, I avail myself of the iirst moment I 
have been able to command, to detail to you 
the occurrences which took place in front of 
Corunna on the 16th instant. It will be in 
your recollection, that about one in the ’ 
afternoon of that day, the enemy, who had 
in the morning received reinforcements, and 
who had placed some guns in front of the 
right and left of his line, was observed to be 
moving troops towards his left flank, and 
forming various columns of attack at that 
extremity of the strong and commanding , 
position which, on the morning of the 15th, 
he had taken m ore irainediately in front. This i 
indication of his intention was immediately 
succeeded by the rapid and determined at¬ 
tack which he made upon your division, 
which occupied the right of our position, 
The events which occurred during that 
period of the action you are fully acquainted 
with. The first effort of the enemy was > 
met by tlie commander-in-chief of the 
forces, and by yourself at the head of the 
42nd regiment, and the brigade under ma¬ 
jor-general lord ’William Bentinck. The 
rillage on your right became an object of 
obstinate contest* I lament to say that soon f 
after the severe wound which deprived the 
army of your services, lieutenant-general sir 
John Moore, who had just directed the 
most able disposition, fell by a cannon-shot* i 
The troops, though not imacquainted with 
the irreparable loss they had sustained, were . 
not discouraged, but by the most determined 
bravery not only repelled every attempt of the 
enemy to gain ground, but actually forced him 
to retne, although he had brought up fresh 
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h'oops in support of those originally en- 
gagech The enemy finding himself foiled 
in eveiy attempt to force the right of tlie 
position, endeavoured by numbers to turn 
it, A judicious and well-timed movement 
was made by major-general Paget with the 
reserve {whicli corps had moved out of its 
cantonments to support the right of the 
army), by a vigorous attackj defeated tliis 
intention* The major-general haring pushed 
forward the 95th (rifle corps), and first bat¬ 
talion 52nd regiment, drove the enemy 
before liini, and, in his rapid and judicious 
advance, threatened the left of the enemy^s 
position. This chwHistance, with the po¬ 
sition of lieutenant-general Prazer^s division 
(calculated to give still further security to 
the right of the line), induced the enemy to 
relax Ms efforts in that quarter* They 
were, however, more forcibly directed to¬ 
wards the centre, where they were again 
successfully resisted by the brigade under 
major-general Manuinghain, forming the 
left of yom* division, and a part of that under 
major-general Leith, fox’mi ng the right of 
the division under my orders. On the left, 
the enemy at first contented liimself with an 
attack on our pickets, which, however, in 
general, maintained their ground. Finding, 
however, his efforts unavailing on the right 
and centre, he seemed determined to ren¬ 
der the attack on the left more serious, and 
had succeeded in obtaining possession of the 
rillage through which the great road to 
Madrid passes, and which ivas situated in 
front of that pai^t of the line. JProm this 
post, however, he xvas soon expelled, with 
considerable loss, by a gallant attack of 
some companies of the 2nd battalion 14th 
regiment, under lieutenant-colonel Nicholls* 
Before five in the evening wc had not only 
successfully repelled every attack made on 
the position, but gained ground on almost 
all points, and occupied a more forward line 
than at the commencement of the action, 
whilst the enemy confined Ins operations to 
a cannonade, and the fire of his light troops, 
with a view to draw off* his other corps* At 
six the firing ceased. The different brigades 
were assembled upon the ground they oc¬ 
cupied in the morning, and the pickets and 
advanced posts resumed their original sta¬ 
tions. Notwithstanding the decided and 
mai'ked superiority which at this moment 
the gallantry of the troops had given them 
over an enemy who, from his numbers and 
the commanding advantages of his position, 
no doubt expected an easy rictory, I didl 
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not, on reriewiug all circumstances, conceive ! 
that I should be warranted in depjnting 
from what I knew was the fixed and pre- I [ 
vious determination of the late commander ! 
of the forces, to withdraw the army on tlie ; 
evening of the 16th, for the purpose of 
embarkation, the previous arrangements for 
which had already been made by his order, ' 
and were, in fact, fai*" advanced at the ‘ 
comraenceinent of the action. The troops 
quitted their position about ten at night, 
with a degree of order that did them credit. 
I'he whole of the artillery that remained 
niiembarked, having been withdrawn, the 
troops followed in the order prescribed, and 
marclied to their respective points of em¬ 
barkation in the town and neighbourliood 
of Corunna* The pickets remained at 
thcii- posts until five in the morning of 
the 17thj wheu they were also withdrawn 
with similar orders, and without the enemy 
having discovered the movement. By the 
unremitted exertions of captains the hon¬ 
ourable H. Curzon, Gosselin, Boys, Rainier, 
Serrett, Hawkins, Digby, Carden, and Mac¬ 
kenzie, of the royal navy, w^ho, io pursuance 
of the orders of the rear-admiral De 
Courcy, were entrusted with the seiwice of 
embaa^king the army; and in consequence 
of the arrangements made by commissioner 
Bowen, captains Bowen and Sliepherd, and 
the other agents for transports, the whole 
of the army was embarked with an expedition 
which has seldom been equalled. With the 
exception of the brigades under major- 
generals Hill and Beresford, which were 
destined to remain on shore until the 
movements of the enemy should become 
manifest, the whole was afloat before day- 
light. 

The brigade of major-general Beresford, 
which was alternately to form a rear-guard, 
occupied the land-front of the town of 
Corunna; that under major-general Hill 
was stationed in reserve on the promontory, 
in rear of the toxFn. 

The enemy pushed his light troops to- 
xvards the town, soon after eight o’clock in 
the morning of the 17th, and shortly after 
occupied the heights of St, Lucia, wliich 
command the harbour. But, notwithstand- 
ing this circumstance, and the manifold de¬ 
fects of the place; there being no appre¬ 
hension that the rear-guard could be forced, 
and the disposition of the Spaniards ap¬ 
pearing to be good, the embarkation of 
major-geiieral Hill's brigade was commenced 
and completed by thi^ee in the afternoon; 
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major-geueral Bereaford^ witli that zeal and 
abilityj which is so well known to yourself 
and the whole army^ having fully explainedj 
to the satisfaction of the Spanish governor, 
the nature of our movementj and having 
made every previous arrangement, withdrew 
Ids corps from the kud^front of the town 
soon after dark, and was, with all the 
wounded that had not been previously 
moved, embarked before one this morning, 

“ Circumstances forbid ua to indulge the 
hope, that the victory with which it has 
pleased Providence to crown the efforts of 
the army, can be attended with any very 
brilliant consequences to Great Britain. It 
is clouded with the loss of one of her best 
soldiers. It has been achieved at the ter¬ 
mination of a long and harassing service. 
The superior numbers and advantageous 
position of the enemy, not less than the 
actual situation of this army, did not admit 
of any advantage being reaped from success. 
It must be, however, to you, to the army, and 
to our country, the sw'eetest reflection, that 
the lustre of the British aims has been 
maintained amidst many disadvantageous 
cii-cumstances. The army, which had en¬ 
tered Spain amidst the fairest prospects, had 
no sooner completed its junction, than, 
owing to the multiplied disasters that dis¬ 
persed the native armies around us, it was 
left to its own resources. The advance of 
the British corps from the Doui'o, afforded 
tiie best hope that the north of Spain might 
be relieved; but this generous effort to save 
the unfortunate people, also afforded the 
enemy the opportunity of directing eveiy 
effort of his numerous troops, and concen¬ 
trating all his powerful resources, for the 
destruction of the only regular force in the 
ncrtli of Spain, You are well aware with 
what diligence this system has been pur¬ 
sued, 

** These circumstances produced the ne¬ 
cessity of rapid and harassing marches, 
wliich liad diminished the numbers, ex¬ 
hausted the strength, and impaired the 
equipment of the army, Nothwithstandiiig 
all these disadvantages, and those more im¬ 
mediately attached to a defensive position, 
which the imperious necessity of covering 
the harbour of Corunna for a time had 
rendered indispensable to assume, the na¬ 
tive and undaunted valour of British troops 
was never more conspicuous, and must have 
exceeded what even your own experience of 
that invaluable quality, so inlierent in#tiiem, 
may have taught you to expect. When 
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evflry one who had an opportunity seemed 
to vie in improving it, it is difficult for me, iu 
making this report, to select particular 
instances for your approbation. The corps 
chiefly engaged were the brigades under 
major-generals lord WOliam Beiitiuck, and 
Manningham and Leith ; and the brigade of 
guards under major-geueral Wui'de, 

To their officers and the troops under 
their immediate orders the greatest praise 
is due* Major-general Hill and colonel 
Gatlin Craufurd, with their brigades on the 
left of the position, ably supported their ad¬ 
vanced posts. The brunt of the action fell 
upon the 4th, 42ndj 50tli, and 81st regi¬ 
ments, with parts of the brigade of guai*ds, 
and the 26th regiment. From lieutenant- 
eolonel Murray, quarter-master general, and 
the officers of the general staff, I received 
the most marked assistance, I had reason 
to regret that the Ulness of brigadier-gen¬ 
eral Clinton, adjutant-general, deprived me 
of his aid* I was indebted to brigadier- 
general Slade during the action for a 
zealous offer of his personal services, al¬ 
though the cavafry were embarked. The 
greater pai4 of the fleet having gone to 
sea yesterday evening, the whole being un¬ 
der weigh, and the corps in the embarka¬ 
tion necessarily much mixed on board, it is 
impossible at present to lay before you a 
return of our casualties. I hope tlie loss 
in numbers is not so considerable as might 
have heeu expected* If 1 was obliged to 
form an estimate, I sliould say, that I 
believe it did uot exceed, in killed and 
wounded, from seven to eight hundred , 
that of the enemy must remain unknown, 
but many eircurastauces induce me to rate 
it at nearly double that number. We have 
some prisoners, but I have not been able to 
obtain an account of the number; it is 
not, however, considerable. Several officers 
of rank have fallen or been wounded, among 
whom 1 am only at present enaljicd to state, 
lieutenant-colonel Napier, 92nd regiment, 
majors Napier and Stanhope, 50th regiment, 
killed;—lieutenant-colonel Wynch, 4 th regi¬ 
ment; lieuteiiant-coloiiel Max well, 26 th re¬ 
giment ; lieutenant-colonel Fane, 59th regi¬ 
ment; lieutenant-colonel Griffiths, guards, 
majors Miller and Williams, 81st raiment, 
wounded. 

^^To you, who are well acquainted with 
the cxcclieut qualities of lieutenant-general 
sir John Moore, I need not expatiate on the 
loss the army and his country have sus¬ 
tained by his death. IXis fail lias deprived 
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me of a valuable friendj to wliom long 0x- 
perience of his worth had sincerely attached 
to me. But it is chiefly on public grounds 
that I must lament the blow. It will be 
the consolation of every one who loved or 
respected his manly characterj that, after 
conducting through an arduous retreat with 
consummate firmness, he has terminated a 
career of distinguished honour by a death 
that has given the enemy additional reason 
to respect the name of a British soldier, 
Like the immortal Wolfe, he is snatched 
from his country at an early period of a life 
spent in her service I like Wolfe, his last 
moments were gilded by the prospect of 

success, and cheered by the acclamation of 
victory 1 like Wolfe, also, his memory will 
for ever remain sacred in that country 
which he sincerely loved, and which he had 
so faithfully served! It remains for me 
only to express my hope, that you will 
speedily be restored to tbe service of your 
country, and to lament the unfortunate cir¬ 
cumstance that removed you from your 
station, on the field, and threw the momen¬ 
tary command in far less able hands. 

“ I have the honor to be, &c. 

“ JooN Hope, Lieutenant-general. 

" To Lieut.-gen. Sia David Baiiid, 

&c. &c. &c.” 

THE SPANISH WAR 

A. n. 

For the purpose of not interrupting the 
narrative of sir Arthur WellesIey^s campaign 
in Portugal, and that of sir John Moore in 
Spain, and rendering the details of their 
operations inconsecative and illogical, but 
passing allusions have been made in these 
naiTatives to the struggles of the Portu¬ 
guese and Spanish nations, with Napoleon 
and his invading army, in their endea¬ 
vours to subjugate the Peninsula, and rob 
its inhabitants of their independence and 
nationality*; a connected and consecutive i 
narrative of those events will now be pre¬ 
sented to the reader, to enable liim to 1 
form a just and an accurate notion of those 
occurrences—the death-struggle of the pa¬ 
triots for their liberty and honour, and the 
gigantic and fiendish exertions of their op- 

• M,Ilocca, in de h QuerrcFran^e^ise 

PSnimule, enables his readers to form a correct 
opinion of the desperate and reckless character of the 
French soldiery “ Our soldiers never inquired to 
what country we were leading them j if tliere were 
provisions whither they w'ere going, it was the only 
point of view in which they ever considered the 
geography of the earth.” In another part of his in¬ 
teresting volume he gives further elucidatioa of their 
extreme iguorancep As they heard at the beginning 
of every campaign that they were called on to Btrike 
the last blow at the tottering ^ower of England, they 
confounded that power, in aU its forms, with England 
itself. They judged of the distance wliich separated 
them from it by the number of marches they had 
made for so many years from one end of the world to 
the other, witliout having yet reached that kinh of 
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pressors to rob them of those highest of 
earthly blessings, for the piu'posc of satiating 
the reckless and unbounded ambition of a 
lawless adventurer, and enabling him to 
obtain, in violation of all the recognised 
principles of social and moral obligation, 
the means and resources of gratifying and 
rewarding the hosts of bis desperate and 
ferocious followers,* and of reconciling the 
passive and succumbing Preneh nation to his 
remorseless sacrifice of her youth in the ] 
prosecution of his schemes, by exempting it 
from the necessity of providing the means 
for his unprincipled and devastating warfare, 
and compelling the nations on whom he wb^ 
making his aggressions, to maintain his 
armies by the medium of requisitiou.t Ano¬ 
ther object of Ins unprincipled invasion of 

iTnagbary and distaat country, which was comtautly 
receding from them. At length, said they, if the 
desert separated tis from it in Egypt, and the sea at 
Boulogne, we ehall reach it by land after we have 
crossed Spain. That men so informed, and subject to 
Buonapartean despotism, should have committed the 
atrocities in Spain, Portugal, and the other coni|uered 
countries, there caunot he much cause of surprise* 
t Having m the preceding note furnished the 
reader with a hint for estimating the character of 
the French soldiery, the agents in tlie unprincipled 
aggression and atrocities of “ the* imperial armies 
of France” on the countries they invaded and sub¬ 
dued,—to complete die picture, it h necessary to 
present^hn with the means of forming a correct 
opinion of the principal in that scene of Tioience 
and spoliation, of destruction and desolation. For 
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the Peninsula, for the purpose of tlie en- 

torccmcut of the Berlin decree for the ex¬ 
clusion of Britisli commodities from Spain 
and Portugal, and thus, as he hoped, by 
crippling British commerce, eventually sub¬ 
ject the hated isle to his despotism, having 
already reduced the whole of the continent 
to universal and slavish obedience. 

The invasion of Portugal by the Fi-eneh 
army, under Junot; the occupation of Oporto 
by General Carrafta with the Spanish 
troops, for tlie purpose of taking possession 
of that part of the Entre-Miuho-e-Douro, 
which was to he erected into a kingdom, 
under the title of Northern Lusitania, to the 

this purpose he is presented with the estmiate of 
the man by the late poet*lftu^ate, Southey, one of 
the fairest of critics and the soundest of judges, 
and as incapable of being the condemnatory par* 
lisan as the eulogistic admirer—of the perversion 
of truth and the distortion of facta—of deceiving 
hia readers by eiLaggerated and idolatrous praise, or 
by indiscrimmate and unjust condemnatioii. ‘‘ Napo¬ 
leon Buonaparte possessed all the qualities which 
are required to form a perfect tyrant. His military 
genius was of tlie highest order ; his talents were 
of the most Imposing kind i his ambition insatiable | 
his heart impenetrable: he was without honour, 
without veracity, without conscience; looking for no 
world beyond the present, and determined to make 
this world his own, at whatever cost. The military 
executions committed in Italy by his orders, had 
shown hia contempt for the established usages of 
war, the law of nations, and the common feeKngs 
of humanity; the suppression of the Papal govern¬ 
ment, the usurpation of the Venetian states, and the 
seizure of Malta, had proved that neither submis¬ 
siveness nor treaties aiforded any protection against 
this fit agent of a rapacious and an unprincipled demo¬ 
cracy. Eut it Tvas during the Egyptian expedition 
that the whole atrocity of his chai-acter was dis¬ 
played. He landed in Egypt, proclaiming that he 
vrm tlie friend of the grand seignior, and tliat the 
French were true MussuLmen, who honoured Ma¬ 
homet and the Koran, His :^$t act w^as to storm 
a city belonging to the grand seignior, wdiich he 
now summoned to surrender, and which w*as inca¬ 
pable of defence* The butchery was eontinued some 
hours after the resistance had ceased. The very 
perpetrators of this carnage have related, that they 
put to death old and young, ’tvomen and children, 
m the mosques, whither those unoffending and help¬ 
less wTetches had ded to implore protection from 
God and from their prophet; and they have avowed 
that this was done deliberately, for the purpose of 
astoni^liing the people. Thus it was that Buona¬ 
parte commenced his career in Egypt. He left 
Alexandria, exclaiming, *The virtues are on our 
side ! glory to Allah f He said, ' There is no 
other God but God; Mahomet is his prophet, and 

I am his fnend,* He proclaimed to the Egyptians 
that destiny decreed all his operalaons, ancf had 
decreed from the beginning of the world, that 
after heating down the cross, he should come 
into that country to fulfil the task assigned him; 
and he called on them to enjoy the blessings of a 
system, in which the wisest and the most virtuous 

1 

king of Etriu’ia, as au mdemnity for his ces¬ 
sion of the sovereignty of his Italian posses¬ 
sions in favoiu' of Buonaparte, and the occu¬ 
pation by general Solano with the other 
contingent of the Spanish troops, of tlie 
Alemetjo and the Algarves, which were to form 
Godoy^s kingdom ; the embarkation of the 
royal family of Portugal for the Brazils, and 
the appointment of a regeney to govern the 
kingdom in the interim; the pillage and 
butcheries of the French generals on that 
occasion; the assembling of nearly 70,000 
men, and above 100 pieces of artillery, at 
Bayonne, and their entrance into Spain at 
the eastern and western extremities of the 

were to govern, and the people were to be happy* 

It is Bteraliy true, that the Egyptian mothers muti¬ 
lated or killed their daughters, to save them from 
the brutahty of his troops; and that wdierever the 
French moved a dock of kites and vultures followed, 
sure of the repast which those purveyors every where 
provided for them* Thefr general entered Syria, 
took Jaffa by assault, and issued a proclamation on 
its capture, professing that he would be * clement 
and merciful, after the example of God** Four days 
after the capture, and after that profession of cle¬ 
mency had been made, he di'ew out his prisoners, 
some 3,000 in number, and bad them deliberately 
slaughtered. A whole division of his army w as em¬ 
ployed in the massacre | and when their cartridges 
ivere exhausted, they finished tlie rest with the 
bayonet and the sword, dragging away those who 
had expired in order to get at the living, who, in the 
hope of escaping death, had endeavoured to hide 
themselves under the bodies of the dead. To com¬ 
plete this monsteFs character it was only needful 
that he should show himself toward his own soldiers 
as to his prisoners* "When sir Sydney Smith and 
captain Wright, then sir Sydxiey*s lieutenant, com¬ 
pelled him to raise the siege of Acre, the sick and 
wounded in his army were more ilian he had the 
means of removing r any other general would have 
recommended them to the humanity of an English 
enemy; but this would have been humiliating to 
Buonapai^te, and therefore poison was administered 
to them by Ms orders,” 

The above is a just estimate of Buonaparte’s cha¬ 
racter. Had other writers shaped thefr opinions by 
the same rule, instead of their nyperholical and ido¬ 
latrous laudation and panegyric, France and Europe 
w^ould not have been subjected to those calamities 
which, for the last four years, have desolated the con¬ 
tinent of Europe, Buonaparte was not so much in¬ 
debted for his success and power to his talents, as to 
his guileful and extensive system of corruption, fraud, 
and intimidation* Deceit and misrepresentation 
were his organs of action and delusion. Labautner, 
in his qf the Doim^aU of the incon¬ 

testably proves that the accounts of the victories, and 
the relations of the defeats, were garbled. And such 
were all the other actions of the man whom Napier 
and Alison, and tlie herd of French writers from 
whom they have borrowed their information, find it 
diflicTilt to devise adequate terms to extol and be^ i 
praise, as the god of their culpable idolatry : whom 
fact and experience have proved was a braggart and 
a mountebank—the first criminal of Europe, 
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Pyrenees; tlie capture of the strong for¬ 
tresses of Pamplonaj Barcelonaj M'onjiiiCj 
P'igneras, and St. Sebastian, by Prench 
artifice andduplicity ^ the fraudulent inveigle¬ 
ment by Buonaparte of the Spanish king 
Charles IV., and his son Ferdinand, to 
Bayonne; their abdication of tlie Spanish 
throne to the J^’enchtnao in exchange for 
30,000,000 of Spanish reals to the imbecile 
father, and 400,000fra!ics to his equally imbe¬ 
cile son, each pension to be annually paid out 
of the imperial treasury of France and the 
relegation of the drivellers, with that extraor¬ 
dinary specimen of virtue, Maria Luiza, and 
her cher ami Godoy, to Valen^ay, in the 
interior of France; the abject submission 
of the Spanish nohks and notables at Bay¬ 
onne, who were dazzled^' as the sycophants j 
and slaves expressed themselves, by the 
glory of the invincible emperor; the entrance 
of the French, under Murat, into Madrid, 
the slaughter of the inhabitants of that 
capital by the French troops, and the abject 
adulation of the grandees, dignitaries, and 
authorities of the city of Madrid to Joseph 
Buonaparte, who, they said, “ was employed 
by an over-ruling providence to make Spain 
happy were the sulijects wliich have been 
stated in the preceding pages ; the progress 
and particulars of the insurrection and the 
War of Independence are now to be described. 
The seizure of the fortresses, and the 
advance of the 1 French troops, had roused 
the spirit of the Spaniards; and in that 
state of public feeling, the slaughter of 
Madrid, and the transactions at Bayonne, 
were no sooner known, than the people, by 
an instantaneous impulse, manifested a 
determination to resist the insolent usurpa¬ 
tion, and free their country from its oppres¬ 
sors. They rose in general and simultaneous 
insurrrectiou; a spirit of patriotism burst 
forth which astonished Europe, and seemed 
to predict the prestige of their success. 

The firing during the insurrection, and 
the massacre of the Madrilenos on the 2nd 
of May, being heard at Mostoles, a little 
town about ten miles north of Madidd, the 
alcalde dispatched a bulletin to the south, 
iu these words i “ The country is in danger; 
Madrid is perishing through the perfidy of 
tlie French; all Spaniards, come to deliver it 1” 
Asturias was the first province in whicli 
the insurrection assumed a settled form. A 
junta of representatives was elected, who 
declared that the entire sovereignty had 
devolved into their hands, and immediately 
despatched deputies to England to solicit siic- 
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cour; Coruuua, Badajos, Seville, and Cadiz, 
followed. War was declared against France; 
troops and taxes were ordered to he levied, 
and voluntary subscriptions were entered 
into. The isle of Leon was put into a state 
of defence, and an attack being made, from 
the mortars and gun boats, on the French 
squadron in the harbour of Cadiz, it sur¬ 
rendered unconditionally. Early iu the 
begining of April, a communication had 
been opened between Sir Hew Dalrymple, 
the governor of Gibraltar, and general 
Castanos, at Algeziras. The popular ferment 
in Asturias, Gallieia, and Andalusia, had 
quickly extended to Oviedo, Toledo, Valla¬ 
dolid, the city of Valencia, and other towns; 
and to raise and invigorate the national 
spirit to the higlfest degree, not only tlie 
patriotism of the nation, but also its popular 
faith, were appealed to. Tliey were told to 
implore the aid of the immaculate con¬ 
ception ; of Santiago, so often the patron and 
companion in victory of their ancestors; of - 
onr Lady of Battles, whose image is wor- | 
shiped in the most ancient temple of 
Cavadonga, and who had there so signally 
assisted Pelayo in the first great overtlirow 
of the Moorish invaders. 

sooner was Napoleon aware of the 
formidable character of the insurrection, 
than he made preparations to meet the dif¬ 
ficulty. Besaieres received orders to put 
Burgos into a state of defence, to detach 
Lefebvre Desnouettes, with 5,000 foot and 
800 horse, against Saragossa, and to reserve 
his main body so as to overawe the insurgents 
in Biscay, the Asturias, and Old Castile. 
A reinforcement of 9,000 men was prepared 
for Duhesme in Cataloiiia, A reserve was 
organized nnder Do net, on the Pyrenean 
frontier of Navarre; and another reserve 
was established in Perpignan. The commu¬ 
nications and rear being thus adequately 
provided for. Marshal Mouccy was directed, 
with part of bis corps, to move upon Cuen 9 a, 
so as to prevent any communication between 
the patriots of Valencia and Saragossa; 
while Dupont, with two divisions of his 
corps, ten thousand strong, received orders 
to proceed across the Sierra Morena towards 
Cordova, Serille, and Cadiz, Tlie remain¬ 
der of his corps and that of Monccy were 
stationed in reserve at La Mancha, to keep 
up the communications of the divisions 
pushed forward, and be in readiness, if 
necessary, to support eitlier which miglit 
require assistance.'^* Having made their 
• Afisoa’s Jltslor^ of JSur 0 jWf voV. viii., p. 46U 
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arrangeraeiits, Napoleon Buonaparte re¬ 
turned to Francej and the intrusive king 
Joseph proceeded on his journey to Madrid, 
The French acted with their wonted 
celerity* Before Buonaparte had finished 
his arrangements at Bayonne^ to preserve 
tlie commimications of the French with the 
capital and the northern provinces, Freire, 
with a division of Piipont's army, advanced 
against Segovia, where a body of 5,000 men 
were posted and in possession of the depOt 

1 of artillery ; he defeated the insurgents and 
possessed himself of the town and artil* 
lery* The division under Verdicr routed 
the armed force assembled at Logrono, and 
put their leaders to death* That under 
Lasalle, broke the armed peasantry, amount¬ 
ing to 6,000 men, at Torquemada, burnt the 
town, and pursued the fugitives with merci¬ 
less severity. On the 12th of June, Cuesta, 

. who had talcen post with an undisciplined 
' rabble at Cabe^on, a village situated about 
two leagues fi^om Valladolid, was defeated 
by Merle and Lasalle, mth the loss of 
! between 5,000 and 6,000 wounded, 1,200 
prisoners, all his artillery, and^ several 
^ thousand muskets, whicli his fugitive fol¬ 
lowers had thrown away in their Wight. By 

1 these operations Bessierea kept Navarre and 

1 the three Biscayan provinces in sul^jeetion, 
and opened a communication with Jim6t in 
Portugal, 

But these successes of the French in Leon 
and Castile, were in some degree connter- 
balanccd by the checks they met with in 
Aragon* jSchwartK, who had been detached 
by Duhesme, with 3,800 men, to Manresa, to 
raise io tliat city, tliree quarters of a million 
of francs, as a contribution for the service 
of the division, the Soraatenes, or ai'med 
population, taking post in the strong pass or 
position of Bruch, repulsed him, June 7tb, 
with the loss of 400 killed, and one piece of 
artillery ; and on the following day Chabran, 
who had been also detached by Duhesme, 
with 4,200 men, to sei^e Tarrago, retreat- 
; ing in consequence of Schwartss^s discomfi¬ 
ture, was defeated by the Somatenes in the 
same fatal fpass, with the loss of 450 men 
and some of his artillery. 

We have seen that Lefehvre Lesnouettes 
had been detached with 5,000 infantry and 
800 cavalry on Saragossa; which is an un¬ 
fortified town, surrounded by a brick wall, 
from ten to twelve feet high, but in many 
of its parts Imiises and convents formed part 
of the line of iuelosurej and commanded 
by some high ground called tbe Torraro^ 

about a mile to the south-west, upon which , 
stood a convent and some smaller buildings; 
The Ebro bathes the walls of the city, and ^ 
separates it from the suburbs. Its papula- ■ 
tion, which at the period of the siege was 
between 40,000 and 50,000, have always been 
honourably distinguished in Spanish history 
for their love of liberty. Within the Penin¬ 
sula (and indeed throughout the whole* of 
Catholic Europe),” says Mr. Southey, “ Sara¬ 
gossa was famous as the city of our Lady 
of the Pillar, whose legend is so firmly 
believed by the people and most of the 
clergy in Spain, that it was frequently ap¬ 
pealed to iu the proclamations of the dif¬ 
ferent generals and the juntas, as one of the 
most popular articles of the national faith. 
The legend is this: when the apostles, after 
the resurrection, separated and went to ' 
preach the gospel in different parts of the 
world, St James the elder (or Santiago, as he 
may more properly be called in his mytho¬ 
logical history) departed for Spain, which^ 
province Christ himself had previously com¬ 
mended to his care* When he went to kiss 
the hand of the Virgin, and request her 
leave to set off, and her blessing, she 
commanded him, in the name of her Sou, 
to buUd a church to her honour in that city 
of Spain, wherein he should make the 
^eatest number of converts, adding, that 
she would give him further instructions 
concerniug the edifice upon the spot. 
Santiago set sail, landed in Galicia, and 
having preached with little success through 
tlie northern provinces, reached Caesarea 
Augusta, {the ancient name of the city upon 
wiiose site Saragossa is situated,) where lie 
made eight disciples. One night, after he 
had been conversing and pi-aying with them 
as usual on the hanks of the river, they fell 
asleep, and just at midnight the apostle 
heard heavenly voices sing Ave Maria g 7 'aiia 
plena I lie then fell on his knees, and 

instantly beheld the Virgin upon a marble 
pillar in the midst of a choir of angels, who 
went through the whole of the matin ser¬ 
vice. VTien tliis w'as ended, she bade him 
build her church round that pillai', which 
his Lord, her blessed Son, had sent him by 
the hands of his angels ; there, she told liim, 
that pillar was to remain till the end of the 
world, and great mercies would be vouch¬ 
safed there to those who supplicated for 
them iu her name. Having said this, the 
angels transported her back to her house in 
Jerusalem (for this was before the assump¬ 
tion), and Santiago iu obedience, erected 
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upon that spot the first church which was 
•ever dedicated to the Vkgin/' 

At the time of the arrival of Lefebvre 
Desuouettes before Sai*agossa^ the inhabitaiits 
of the city suspecting their governorj the 
captain-general of Aragon, of being devoted 
to the usurper's interest, deposed him, and 
elected Don Jos4 Palafox, the youngest of 
tlfree brothers, of one of the most ancient 
families in the country, and who had escaped 
from Bayonne. By indefatigable exertions 
and the agency of the priests and friars, 
who spread themselves over tlie country to 
animate the peasantry, and induce tliem to 
enrol themselves for the defence of their 
countiy, l^alafox and the junta raised and 
armed a force of about 10,000 infantry and 
200 cavalry; and with this force, his brother, 
the marquess of Lazan took post without the 
city, in a favourable position behind Huecha. 
On June 12th Desnonettes attacked the 
marquess, and though the Spanish undisci¬ 
plined levies gallantly repulsed several fierce 
attacks of the French, they were overthrown, 

• 

Umleterred, they rallied on the following ' 
day at Galhir, but were again owrtlirown. 
Immediately Palafox himself marched out of 
the city with 5,000 burghers and peasants, 
to reinforce his discomfited countrymen, and | 
took post on the banks of the Xalon; but 
being attacked on the J4th, he was routed, 
the burghers taking to flight at the first sight 
of the enemy. The French immediately 
appeared before the city, and invested it. 

Now is to be recorded the heroic defence 
of Saragossa, which, like Numantia and 
Saguntum of old, is to become immortal 
in the annals of fame.” The following 
narrative, however, will be divested of all 
the apochryphal embellishments with which 
the creative genius of the late Mr. Southey 
has invested that memorable event. That 
amiable and accomplished man's mind was 
highly tinctured with the incidents of Spanish 
romance, and he interwove much of their 
high colouring of adventure and incident 
into his account of the siege and defence of 
Saragossa, 

«r 

FIRST SIEGE ( 

As it has been properly said, though the 
whole of the population of Saragossa are 
entitled to the glory of the resolution of 
its defence, Palid'ox, Tio Martin, and Tio 
George—Tio, or uncle, or good man, is the 
appellation by wbicli men in the lower 
classes who have passed the middle age are 
familiarly addressed in that part of Spain— 
stood pre-eminently forward in the glorious 

1 task. The ensuing narrative xvUl exhibit 
them in their full lustre and patriotism. 

On the morning following (June 16th) 
the investment, the French attempted by a 
coup-de-main^ to storm the city by the gate 
Portillo, and penetrated as far as the street 
Santa Engracia, but were driven back with 
great loss, as also that of part of their bag¬ 
gage and plunder. The loss of the patriots 
in the affair was about 4,000 in killed and 
wounded. 

During the respite obtained by this repulse, 
the inhabitants, aided by the peasantry, who, 
to the number of 10,000, had thrown them¬ 
selves into the town, worked so vigorously 
in throwing up defences, forming barricades, 
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loop-holing the walls of the houses, and raising 
ramparts with sacks and bags filled mth 
sand, that in less than twenty-four hours, 
the city was in a condition to withstand an 
assault; and for the purpose of obtaining 
further aid, Palafox, uncle George, and four 
companions, in the mean time left the city 
by the suljurbs, crossed the Ebro at Pina, 
and collecting on his march about 1,400 
soldiers who had escaped firom ^Madrid, 
formed a junction at Belcbite with generEd 
Yersage, who was in command of 4,000 men, 
levies from Calatayud. The united force 
collecting in their march the volunteers from 
the villages, took post at Epila on the river 
Xalon, in the rear of the besiegers. On the 
night of the 23rd, they were attacked by > 
the French, and defeated with great loss. 

On the 27th, the French again attacked the 
city and the Torrero, but were repulsed with 
the loss of 800 men and six pieces of ar- ! 
tillery; but the next morning, though re¬ 
pulsed from the city, they took the Torrero, 
in which 1,200 Spaniards were intrenched, 
by assault ; and to add to the calamity of 
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the Sars^ossansj on the 28tb, a powder 
magazine blew up in the very heart of the 
city, which occasioned great loss and con¬ 
sternation. 

At the time of this ^necessj Desnonettes 
having received reinforcements under Ver- 
dier, and a train *bf heavy aitiilery and 
stores from Bayonne and Pamplona^ com¬ 
menced a vigorous bombaidment of Sara¬ 
gossa. At the same time repeated attacks 
were made to effect an entrance into the 
cityj hut the assailants^ after several despe¬ 
rate struggles^ were repulsed with severe 
loss. In this penlous work the women as¬ 
sisted ; and, at the suggestion of the youngs 
I delicate^ and beautiful countess Burita^ 

I formed themselves into companies^ each 
I headed and commanded by a lady of rank. 

The business of those companies was to carry 
' meat and drink to the men who %vere fight¬ 
ing, to convey the severely wounded to the 
: hospitals^ and to bind np slight wounds 
upon the spot. In the midst of the most 
tremendous fire of shot and shells, the 
countess Eurita attended coolly to these 
occupations, which were now become her 
duty j never, tln^ougliout the whole of a two 
months^ siege, did the imminent danger to 
which she incessantly exposed herselt'^ pro¬ 
duce the slightest apparent effect on her, 
cr in the least degree bend her from her 
heroic purpose- Some few females took a 
yet more active part, and fought side by 
side with their liusbands, brothers^ and 
fatherSp Th*e name of one of these hero¬ 
ines has acquired an enduring celebrity. 
Augustina Saragossa, a handsome young 
woman of humble birth, coming on the 
third day of the siege irith pi'ovdsions to 
the battery that suflered most from the 
enemy^s fire, found every man belonging to 
it killed, l^or a moment every one hesi¬ 
tated to secure the guns. Augustina, nn- 
daimtedj sprang over the dead and the dying, 
and snatching a match from the hand of a 
dead artilleryman, fired off a six-and-twenty 
pounder; and then, jumping upon the gun, 
made a solemn vow never to quit it alive 
during the siege. Her courage struck 
shame to the hearts of the men, who had 
shrunk from taking the places of the slain; , 
her generous entliusiasm animated with fresh 
courage all %vho beheld it, The battery was 
I instantly manned, and the fire being renewed 
i with increased vigour, the Trench ’were re- 
' pulsed at all points. Nor was this an isolated 
deed of heroism of that heroic girl, who is 
I canonized in the annals of history by the 

I, _ 


[siege op SARAGOSSA* 

I appellation of The Maid of Saragossa/^' i 
During the second siege, visiting a battery in 
which her husband held the command, and 
obsening the artiUerymeu so discouraged by 
Ids fall, that the battery was on the point of 
falling into the hands of the enemy, she 
addressed the troops in an animated tone, 
and by her personal intrepidity and ani¬ 
mated eloquence so rallied them, that tlmy 
not only repulsed the enemy, but in a suc¬ 
cessful soilie beat them fi*om the walls. In 
the course of the War of Independence, she 
was rewarded, as a testimony of her countrv^s 
approbation of her patriotic heroism, with a 
field officer's commission. 

Desnouettes now, (July 2nd), supposing 
that his destructive bombardment had so 
discoui'aged the Saragossans, that he could 
effect a lodgment easily within the gates, 
advanced with a column towards each of 
the gates Carmen and Portillo, but so heavy 
a fire of grape and musketry was opened 
upon the French, that they were dispersed 
with great loss. 

On the same day, Palafox, with as many 
of his discomfited troops as he could collect 
after his defeat at Epila, having re-entered 
the city by the suburbs on the left bank of 
the river which had been left unguarded by 
the enemy—and on the 17th, a regiment of 
the line from Estremadura, 800 strong, with 
some artillerymen and artillery, and 300 
militia of Logrono, having eflected an en¬ 
trance by the same road—^the patriots deter¬ 
mined with their new accession of strength 
to endeavour to retake the Torrero; but 
they were repulsed with great loss* 

By the end of July all communication 
was cut off with the sixrroimding countiy, 
and, consequently, Sai^agOssa could no longer 
receive supplies. By the 4th, the French 
having completed their approaches, so furious 
a bombardment took place, that the walls of 
the church and convent of St. Engi'acia 
were levelled at the first discharge, and the 
besiegers rushing through the opening, after 
a day of dreadful carnage, succeeded in 
establishing themselves in the convent and 
the adjacent street. The enemy following j 
up bis success, forced his way into the Cozo, 
in the very centre of the city, and before I 
the day closed was in possession of one-half | 
of Saragossa, as also of one side of the i 
Cozo, w^hile the inhabitants sternly occu- I j 
pied the other. Palafox, Tio George, Tio I ; 
Matiin, and the whole of the Saragossans, 
performed prodigies of valour on this disas¬ 
trous day. Desnouettes now thought that f 
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he had conquered, and required Palafox to 
surrender, in a note containing these 
words: “ Quariel-geiicral, Santa Engracia* 
Ija Capitulation*” (Head quarters, St* En- 
gracia. Capitulation*) The heroic Spaniard 
immediately returned the reply "Quartel- 
generalj Zaragoza, Guerra al Cuchillo*” 
(War at the knife^s point,) 

“ The contest which was now carried on 
is unexampled in history. One side of the 
Cozo, a street about as wide as Pall-mall, 
was possessed by the Freiicli^ and, in the 
centre of it, their general, *Verdier, gave 
his orders from the Franciscan convent. 
The opposite side was held by the Saragos¬ 
sans, who tlnew up batteries at the openings 
of the cross streets, wdthin a few paces of 
those which the French had erected against 
them. The intervening space was presently 
heaped with dead, either slain upon the spot, 
or thrown out from the windows, A deadly 
contest now ensued, the strife was continued 
from street to street, from house to house, 
and from room to room, and was persevered 
in without intermission niglit and day. All 
classes of the citizens vied with cadi other 
in the dreadful struggle with the enemy. 

In the midst of these diificulties, a rein¬ 
forcement of 3,000 men, composed of Spa¬ 
nish guards, Swiss, and volunteers of Ara¬ 
gon, witii a convoy of ammunition and 
provisions, having eluded the vigilance of 
the besiegers, entered the city under the 
command of Don Francisco Palafox, the 
geiieral^s brother. The murderous contest 
was now carried on with renewed vigour* 
In every coniiict, the Saragossans now 
gained ground on the French, winning it 
inch by inch, till the space occupied by tlie 
enemy, which on the day of their entrance 
was nearly half the city, was gradually re¬ 
duced to about an eighth part. But after 
eleven successive days and nights of obsti¬ 
nate and Dim‘derous contest, on the break 
of day of the morning of the 14th August, 
the enemy was observed in full retreat, over 
the plain by the road that leads to Pam- 
ploiia, having abandoned or thrown into the 
canal, his heavy cannon and siege stores: a 
measure adopted in consequence of the defeat 
of Dupont at Bayleii, and the failui^e of 
Moncey before Yaloncia. Such was the 
first siege of Sai'agossa, and slavish be the 
lieai-t and base the tongue that attempts to 
obsem^e its glory* There is not, either in 
the annals of ancient or of modern times, 
an event more worthy to be held in admha- 
tion than the Siege of Saragossa- 
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On tlic 25th of August, soleniiipbsequiea 
witii military honours were performed in 
tlie church of Sarago.ssa, for the heroic tnen 
who had fallen, and a funeral oration W'as 
pronounced in commemoration of their 
heroism from the pijlpit, by the brave 
priest Santiago Sass, who had taken part 
in the perils of the siege, A pension was 
settled on the Saragossan maid Augustina, 
with the daily pay of an artilleryman; and 
she was authorised to >vear a small shield 
of honour upon the sleeve of her gown, 
with “Saragossa” inscribed upon it. The ‘ 
priest Santiago was presented with a cap- 
taints commission; all other persons ^vho , 
had distinguislied themselves were rewarded ; 
and the perpetual and irrevocable privilege 
of never being adjudged to any disgraceful 
punishment by any tribunal for any offence, ' 
except for treason or blasphemy, was con¬ 
ferred on all the inhabitants of the city i 
and its districts, of both sexes and all ranks. 

The operations of the French were in 
several other quarters not more prosperous 
than they had been at Saragossa* Wldle 
the sanguinary conflict was raging in that 
city, Duhesme and Moncey experienced re¬ 
verses in the south and east of Spain* 

About the time that Lefebvre Desnouettes 
advanced against Saragossa, Duhesme, who 
commanded the French army in Catalonia, 
was ordered by Mui'at to reduce Gerona, a 
city situated between Figueras and Barce¬ 
lona, and strongly fortified both by nature 
and art, in order to open a communication 
with France for supplies and reinforcements 
for that garrison* In his march, the French 
general attacking the peasantry of VaHes, 
who were posted ou the heights which ter¬ 
minate at Mongat, to oppose his march, 
defeated them, aud disgraced his victory by 
the cruelty which he exercised on his pri¬ 
soners and the unarmed villagers who fell 
into his hands, Mataro, a rich and flou¬ 
rishing town, containing above 25,000 in¬ 
habitants, met with a like fate, because they 
had attempted to defend the entrance of 
the town against the French, The town was 
not only sacked, but the inhabitants were 
treated in the most merciless manner by the 
French troops, whom they liatl but two 
months before received as guests and friends 
while they were quartered on them, 

Duhesme proceeded plundering, burning, 
and destroying everything in the whole pro¬ 
gress of Ms march, Ou the 20th June, he 
appeared before Gerona, and attempted to 
take it by storm, but wm repulsed by the 
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brave inliabitants, vfhom women rivalled tlie 
heroines of Saragossa in devotion and heroic . 
conduct. The French general not being 
prepared to nndertake a regular siegCj and 
fearing that the Somatenes assembled with¬ 
out the town would harass him, having 
sacked the adjoining vdllages^ Salt and St* 
Eugenia, he retreated by forced marches 
towards Barcelona^ sacking and burning the 
towns and villages through which he passed^ 
severely harassed by the Somatenes (the 
! Catalonian militia)j from their hill-sides in his 
march. About a week after his return to 

1 Earcelonaj he again marched out of that city^ 

1 and defeated a large body of peasantry 

1 assembled at Molinos del Bey, with the loss 
! of all them artillery. He then, July 6th^ 

^ detached general Heihe to raise the blockade 
of Figneras, at that time besieged by the 
Somatenes, in which duty Redie succeeded ; 
blit attempting a coup ^ de-mahi against Rosas, 

was repulsed (July 11th) with loss. On the [ 
24th, Duhesme uniting his forces with those [ 
of Beille, advanced against Gerona and com- j 
nienced operations against that foiiress in 
form ; and on the 15th of August, a breach 
being declared practicable, the assault was i 
about to be commenced, when a general 1 
sally was made on the French lines, their 
cannon spilced, and works set on fir*e, 
while the besiegers were engaged in combat 
with 1,300 troops arrived from Majorca 
under count Caldague, the governor of the 
Baleaiic isles. In consequence of this 

event, Duhesme was obliged to break up 
the siege, having lost 2,000 men, and to 
abandon his baggage, stores, and ammu¬ 
nition ; and being exposed to the rak¬ 
ing fii'e of two English frigates as he 
retreated by the sea-coast, when he reached 
Catella he threw all bis artillery down the 
precipices to expedite his flight* 

THE SIEGE OF YALmCU; BATTLES OF 

Mokgey, who had been ordered to reduce 
Valencia, was almost equally unsuccessful in 
his ojierations against that city. Advancing 
from Cuen9a, with a force consisting of 12,000 
men, besides cavalry, he encountered the new 
levies of armed peasantry, some Spanish 
regulars, and Swdsa troops, amounting to 
6,000 men, assembled in an intrenched camp, 
at the defile, near Conteeras, as also at Las 
Cabrillas, with the loss of their artillery. At 
length, on the 27th of June, he appeared 
before the walls of Valencia, a city containing 
about 80,000 inhabitants, and situated on the 
Guadalaviar, in the vicinity of the sea. The 
V’’alencians being aware of* his approach, 
laboured day and night on the fortifications; 

1 trenches were cut in the principal streets, 
barriers were constructed across them, cha¬ 
riots and cai^ts were overturned in them, and 
stones and boiling oil collected on the tops 
of the houses, to throw upon the assailants. 

Having summoned the town to BurTcnder, 
and received in answer, that the Valcn- 
cians preferred death to capitulation, the 
French general ordered (June 29th) an 
' asstault to be made, and the French ap¬ 
proaching a battery which a Spanish smug- 
1 j gler had treacherously agreed to betray to 

1 VOL. I* M 

BAYLEK, AND ]HEDINA DEL RIO SECO, 

them, instead of finding it manned by 
traitors, were received with a brisk and well 
sustamed fire. As the French advanced, the 
enthusiasm of the inhabitants increased. 

The Valencian women imitated the conduct 
of those of Saragossa and Gerona; they 
heroically threw themselves into the hottest 
of the fire, for the purpose of bringing up 
ammunition to the combatants ; and when 
the grape-shot began to fail, they furnished 
a supply of missiles consisting of their 
trinkets and other valuables. After per¬ 
severing in fruitless attempts from one 
p.M. to eight ill the evening, perceiving 
that his force was not numerous enough for 
the civil war which it would have been 
compelled to wage &‘om house to house, 
and from street to street, the French gene- 1 
ral relinquislied the attack, and chew ofi^ to 
Cuarte, about a league from the city, having 
lost 2,000 men in his operations* From 
this position he quicldy retreated, leav- i 
ing part of his artillery. In his retreat, he 
attacked and overthrew a corps of 6,000 
men, posted on the banks of the Xucar, 
under the Conde Cervellcn; and two clays 
after coming up with the fugitives at Al¬ 
manza, be overthrew them, with the loss of 
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all their artUlerjr. Ou reaching St. Cle- 
meutCj he began to make preparations which 
would enable him to renew his attack pn 
Valencia. In the meantime {July 3rd} the 
town of Cuenja had been delivered up by 
Caulincomt to pillage, and tlie inhabitants, 
men, women, and children, butchered by the 
ferocious French troojjs. 

The Battle of Baylen, and its Ante¬ 
cedents,— The fortune of Dupont w^as even 
more discouraging than that of his com¬ 
patriots before Saragossa, Gerona, and 
Valencia. 

One of the first aets of Murat, after he 
had readied Madrid, was to prepare for 
securing Cadiz, of which city Dupont had 
been appointed governor, soon after the ab¬ 
dication at Bayonne had been effected. As 
fears were now entertained for the French 
squadron at Cadiz, Dupont received orders 
to march and take possession of that city. 
At the time of the receipt of the order, he 
was at Toledo, repressing some tnmaltsthat 
liad been manifested there. He began his 
march the end of May, and crossing the 1 
Sierra Morena mountains, and effecting the 
pass of Despeuas Perj’os, or Dog Rocks, 
wdthont opposition, arrived on June 3rd 
at Andujar, where he had left his hospital 
of sick and wounded, in his march to 
Cordova, but who had been overpowered 
and massacred by a band of Spaniards from 
Jaen,^ in retaliation for the atrocities prac- 

• The atrocities and rapacity of the French at this 
time were excessive. The inhabitants, both armed and ^ 
unai‘med, were slaughtered; women violated; and" 
the pubiie buildings, houses, churcbea, and even the 
humblest tlwcllhrgs of the poor, were sacked. Be¬ 
sides exacting from the depdta of the treasury and 
the consol idation, ten mill ions of reals for hia own 
private benefit, Bupont compelled the city to raise an 
enormous contribution for the army, 

t The conduct of the French army had become so 
atrocious, that the Central Junta, with the hope— 
vain hope 1 little did they understand the character 
of the chief of that army, whose standing order to 
hU generals was, to inlhcfc condign vengeance on 
those patriots who defended their country, and in 
whose opinion, no crime was so heinous as that of 
patriotism, none so fearful as that of resisting the 
oppressor of ones counDy and the despoiler of its 
nationality—of shaming them, published a remon¬ 
strance, addressed to the French generals, in which 
the following appeal was made to their humaaiity and ■ 
sense of honour “ In other times war was carried 
on l>e tween army and army, soldier and soldier; their 
fury spent itself upon the field of battle ; and when 
courage, combined with fortnue, had decided the vic¬ 
tory, the conquerors behaved to the conquered like 
men of honorir, and the defenceless people were re¬ 
spected, Tile progress of civilkation had tempered 
the evik of liostUity, till a nation that had so lately 
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tised by the French on the Cordovans. Hia 1 
enraged troops now cried for vengeance ou 1 
the old Moorish town. Dupont dispatched j 
a battalion of infantry and some cavalry, 
under one Baste, a sea captain, to put tlicir 
sanguinary wish into execution. The fero¬ 
cious seaman and his equally ferocious fol¬ 
lowers, having plundered and set tire to tlie 
town, committed every possible atrocity on 
the inhabitants, massacring old men and 
infants at the breast, and violating both 
women and children ;t and to enhance this 
atrocity, DuponFs foraging and scouring 
parties being unsuccessful in their endeavours 1 
to obtain provisions and other supplies for 
the army, wounded and tortured all the ^ 
country people whom they could seize for 
the purpose of compelling them to discover 
the places in which they had concealed tlieir 
corn, money, and other property.^ Proceed¬ 
ing now as in an enemy’s country, he 
attacked the Spaniards posted at the black 1 
marble bridge of Alcolea, and defeating ' 
them after a brave resistance, carried both , 
the bridge and the village. 

Dupont now perceiving that his force was 
too weak to effectuate the conquest of , 
Andalusia, applied to Josepli Buonaparte ' 
for succour. Two divisions were sent to him 
under generals Vedel and Gobert. Vcdel, 
when he reached the Sierra Morena, found 
a considerable body of Spaniards intrenched 
in the tremendous defiles of that great chain 

boasted that It ivas the most polished in the world, 
renewed, in the nineteenth century, the cruelty of tlie 
w'omt savages, and all tlie horroi-s that make us trem¬ 
ble in perusing the history of tiie iiTuptions of the 
barbai'iaus of old. Like tigers, those enemies make 
no distinction in tliclr carnage—the aged, the infants, 
the women—ail are alike to them, VFkerever they can 
find blood to shed.*' 

J The French soldiery and their officers were the 
most adroit maTaudei^ that ever marched under the 
banners of Mars. The first often carried a regnlar 
set of houBC-breaktiig tools in their knapsacks, and 
as soon as they entered a town, and were dismissed 
off parade, they immediately spread themselves over 
all Its localities, like a ravenous brood of vultures, 
and broke open every houso which they thought con- 
laineh valuable property, or wine or spirits. If they 
tiiought the inhabitants had concealed their property 
by bui'ying it, or by placing it between the wells of 
tlie house and a temporary w^all they had erected, for 
the purpose of forming a vacuity in wdiiuli to depo.sIt 
the property ; in the &st case they threw water on 
the suspected spots, to ascertain whether it was 
quickly absorbed, as then it would be an indication 
of its having been recently dug; and in the second, 
they measured the inner and outer walls of liouses 
and buildings, aftd according as they were dispro- 
poitionate, they proceeded to dismantle the build- 
mgs. 
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' of Eiountains. Tiie first brigade and the 
1 cavalrv of his army irere allowed to pass the 
ambush, laid among the trees and rocks, in 
advance of the intFenchment, but oa the 
I secoBd brigade a tFemendons fire was 
! opened; eventually the superior discipline 
of the enemy prevailed, and the patriots 

I were dislodged with considerable loss. Vedel 

then passed the defiles, and advanced to Eay- 
I len, a village distant a shoi't inarch from 
Andujar. 

] Dupont’s situation was now becoming 
I YCrv insecure, his difficulties and distresses 
' increasing daily. Twenty-five thousand 
' peasants iverc gathering round his position, 
and Castahos was lining the opposite bank 
of the Guadalquivir with an tqnal number 
of infantry, 2,00Q cavaliy, and a heavy 
train of artOlery; and these men, both of 
I the regular and peasantry force, by the ex- 
■ ertions of the Spanish general, had acquired 
liabits of discipline, and obtained confidence 
in themselves and their‘officers. In effec¬ 
tuating that reform, he had endeavoured 
“ to introduce among them that moral and 
j religious discipline by which Cram well, and 
I the Swedish hero, Gustavus, before had 
made their soldiers invincible. He issued an 
order for banishing all strumpets from the 
camp, and sending them to a place of cor¬ 
rection and pemtence; lie called on the 
officers to set their men an example, by 
putting away the plague from themselves, 
and dismissing all suspicious persons; he 
charged the chaplains to do their duty 
zealously, and threatened condign punish- 
ment to any person, of what rank soever, 
who should act in contempt of these orders. 
Such iiTcgiilarities, he said, would ebaw 
down the diwiic anger, and make the sol¬ 
diers resemble in licentiousness the French, 
'who, for their foul abominations, were 
justly hated by God and man; and it would 
be in vain to gather armies, if at the 
same time they gathered together sins, 
and thereby averted from themselves the 
protection of tlie Almighty, which alone 
could ensure them the victory over their 
enemies.’’ 

The winding Guadalquivir flowed between 
the hostile armies. On the evening of the 
16th of July, Castanos, with the main body 
of the Spanish army, crowned the Visos 
(heights) de Andujar, a strong and advanta¬ 
geous position directly in front of the to^wn 
of Andujar, at the same time detaching 
Reding and Coupigny, with two divisions, 
to interpose between Dupont and VedeL 


In a desperate conflict at one of the fords 
of tthe river, the Swiss general, Reding, 
drove the enemy from their Ute-du^pont at 
Menjibar, and the commanding officer, Go- 
bert, fell mortally wounded. The patriots 
now took post in a strong position iii front 
of Bayleii. 

Dupont now determined to march to the 
assistance of Vedel. On the night of the 
18th, as soon as darkness had closed the 
day, the French, haidug first plundered 
the inhabitants of ^ that was portable, 
inarched from Andnjar, and advanced to¬ 
wards Baylen, At three o’clock in the 
morning dC the 19th, he vigorously attacked 
Reding; hut was repulsed. When day 
broke, the French re-formed their columns, 
and advanced to the attack. The greatest 
intrepidity was displayed by both armies. 
Several times the French broke the Spanish 
lines; hut the Spaniards, knowing that 
reinforcements were at hand, resolutely re¬ 
covered tlicmselves. The battle had been 
long and bloody, when Dupont and his 
generals, putting themselves at the head of 
their men, made a last charge wdtb the 
most determined bravery; but they were 
repulsed with equal determination. The 
arrival of the Spanish reserve under De la 
Pena (the future Bermeja hero), on the 
field of battle at the moment, and the de¬ 
sertion of some Swiss battalions, "who went 
over to their countryman. Reding, dindng 
the battle, determined the French general 
to suiTCnder; lie therefore held up the 
white flag, and proposed an arrabtice. A 
capitulation was accordingly entered into 
on the morning of the 20th, by virtue of 
ivhich Dupont and his army were to remain 
prisoners of war, as also Vedel and his divi¬ 
sion, who had surroijnded and made pri¬ 
soners a battalion of Reding’s corps at 
Carolina, before he knew of Dupont s sur¬ 
render, were, according to the first arrange¬ 
ment, after having laid dowm their arms, to 
have been allow^ed to quit Andalusia. ^ Some 
of the prisoners 'were sent to serve in the 
bulks or prison-ships in the bay of Cadia; 
others to the desolate island of Cabrera, lying 
about ten miles from the southernmost point 
of Majorca, in the Mediterranean. Dupont- 
and the officers of his staff, as also all the 
generals, were exempted fi’om the capitula¬ 
tion, and allowed to return to France. Ou 
their arrival there tliey were imprisoned, 
and having been tned, were condemned by 
a court-martiaL As public opinion was loud 
in their favour, the sentence was not carried 
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into execution, but their imprisonment con- 
tinned till the capture of Paris by the 
allies. The prisoners amounted to be¬ 
tween 18,000 and 19,000, and the loss of 
the Prench in battle had been 4,000 in killed 
and wolmded. 

The loss of the battle by the French, was 
occasioned by Dupont^s making independent 
attacks with separate brigades of his army, 
as they successively came into hue, instead 
of a simiiltaneons charge with his whole force; 
and by his having kept the best of his troops 
in reserve, to guard bil baggage and plun¬ 
der, which was enormous, consisting of the 
pillage of the churches, convents, monaste¬ 
ries, and houses of all the towns he had 
entered. The approaching anniversaiy of 
the gi’eat victory of Las Navas de Toloso, 
so celebrated in Spanish annals, tended, 
from rehgions, national, and local feelings, 
greatly to animate Spanish bosoms on the 
day of the battle of Baylen."^ 

The news of the battle of Baylen dif¬ 
fused a joy and triumph over Spain. The 
Spaniards now thought themselves invm- 
cible, and that the issue of that battle was 
a confirmation of the national hallucina- , 
tion, that Spaniards cannot be overcome 
only by Spanish soldiers. Views of the 
Pyrenees, and of their triumphant march 
to Paris, attended by nuestros amigos los 
-Jngleses*^ (onr friends the English), as quiet 
and admiring spectators of their valorous 
doings, flitted over their imaginations, and 
inflated theii' constitutional overweening 
conceit and vanity. But the victory of 
'Baylen had a better result than the indul¬ 
gence of national superstitious belief; it 
occasioned the breaking up of the siege of 
Saragossa, and the flight of Joseph and his 
adherents from Ma^id to Yittoria, the 
road to which had been opened to the 
intrusive king in consequence of the battle 
of Medina del Rio Seco, fought July 14th, 
1808; after which he proceeded on his 
journey to JIadrid, to take possession of his 
usurped throne, which he had scarcely occu¬ 
pied a fortnight before he was, in conse- 

• In that battle, fonght July the 16th, 1212, at, 
Baylen, Alpbnnio IX, gained the vietaiy over a 
Mnssubnan host of two hundred thousand coiu- 
hatanta. 

quence of the victory at Baylen, compelled 
to flee neck and heels from it. 

The Battle of Medina del llio Seco, 

—The first battle of any importance be¬ 
tween the patriots and the French was 
fought near the town of Medina del Rio 
Seco, which is situated a few leagues from 
the city of Valladolid, There the Spanish • 
general Cnesta had taken post with an 
army variously stated from 14,000 to 40,000 
men, consisting of raw levies and a few 
Walloon regiments. Bessieres, in expecta¬ 
tion of a sure victory, marched against him 
with 15,000 men. Cucsta had drawn up 
his army in two lines, at the distance of a 
mile and-a-half from each other. Blake 
commanded the first line, Cuesta the se¬ 
cond. Bessieres observing the faulty dis¬ 
position, immediately threw himself in the • 
chasm between the two lines, and attacked ' 
Blake in rear and front, and in an instant 
overtlirew him, Cuesta immediately moved 
his line forward to repair the disorder. 

The Spaniards attacked the enemy^s infantry 
with so impetuous ardour, that they forced 
it to give way, when the troops set up a 
shout of victory; but too soon; for the 
French, charging the left wing, after a short 
and sanguinary struggle, broke it, and thus 
the fortune of the day was decided, the 
Spaniards taking to headlong flight. Few 
bloodier battles, or, in more appropriate 
language, savage massacres, have ever been 
fought in proportion to the numbers in the 
field, even if the force of the Spaniards be 
taken at the highest estimate, Accordiiig to 
the Spanish and French accounts, the 
Spanish loss was stated to be between 
5,000 and G,000 killed and wounded, 2,000 
prisoners, with eighteen gunSj^and all their 
amunition; that of the French, 50 killed 
and 300 wounded j but according to better 
authority, that of the neighbouring priests, 
it is affirmed that 27,000 bodies were buried. 
And this is the more probable accoimt, as 
the battle was savagely fought, and little 
mercy shown in the pursuit. The riclors 
in the pursuit of the scarcck nud fleeing 
fugitives, sacked the town of Bio Seco, and 
compelled all the nuns of its convenls to 1 
submit to the brutal violence of the sol¬ 
diery. ‘ J 
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THE PORTUGUESE WAR OF INDEPENDENCE. 


A,D, 

I ^Yhile the events just recited were passing 
in Spain, Portugal was in a state of political 
1 convulsion. No sooner had the news of the 
I popular iusurrecticin^ of Madrid become 
! known at the Spanish frontier town of 
' Badajos, than a lieutenant of the Walloon 
guards, was sent hj Moretti to Lisbon to 
consult with Carraffia, commanding the con¬ 
tingent of Spanish troops which had marched 
oil that kingdom with Junfit, 

When Moretti^s mission became known to 
Jun6t, awakening from liis dreams of royalty, 
to prevent its success he divided the Spanish 
contingent force into small detachments, 
stationing with each detachment a superior 
number of French. His plan however was 
not successfiiL Some deserted in small 
parties j others in larger; but the regiment 
of Murcia inarched in a body. To inter¬ 
cept the Spanish regiment, Jnnot sent a 
detachment of 600 French; the two parties 
met at Os Pegoens; the Spaniards being 
victoriouSj proceeded on their march. The 
Spanish troops who had taken possession of 
the Alemtejo and the south of Portugal, to 
keep Godoy’s kingdom warm till he was 
ready to occupy it, escaped to Eadajos, 
whence they were forwarded to Leon to 
share in the disasters of the battle of Medina 
del Rio Seco. The Spaniards at Oporto, 
who had occupied the north of Poii:agaI, 
under BeUesta, marched for Corunna. 

The students of Coimbra were the first to 
join the patriotic standard; the mountaineers 
of Tras-os-Montes, the provinces of the Al- 
garveSj the Alemtejo, Beira, and Entre- 
Douro-e-Minhoj quickly followed their ex¬ 
ample. The people of Oporto rose to a 
man, and the Portuguese soldiery joined 
them; the prince regent was proclaimed at 
Braganza, the standard of the displaced 
dynasty displayed, and, in imitation of the 
Spanish patriots, a provisional junta of 
supreme government was appointed at 
Oporto, till the government instituted by 
the priuce should he established; deputies 
or envoys despatched to England, to solicit 
protection and succour, and the councE of 

* The greater number of the unfortunate captives 
falling on their knees, in tones of agony implored the 
mercy of their executioners. The murderers, as if 
they delighted in the act of butchery, began theh 
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the regency established, of which the prin¬ 
cipal, Souza, and that intriguing priest, the 
bishop, now denominated the pairiarch, 
were members. 

To suppress the insurrection, Junot ap¬ 
plied liimself with diligence. Having dis¬ 
armed between 4,000 and 5,000 of tlie 
Spanish troops, and secured them in ships 
and hulks upon the Tagus, lie directed 
Loisson to proceed with a division against 
the insurgents in the north; but the insur¬ 
rection was so formidable, and the insur¬ 
gent peasantry were so rapidly gathering 
ai'ound lum, that he countermarched on 
Lisbon, routing the insurgents at Celerico 
and Guarda with great slaughter; and sack¬ 
ing the rillages of Pezo, Regoa, and Naza¬ 
reth, where neither age, nor infirmity, nor 
sex, nor childhood, was spared, for he was i 
a man devoid of honour and humanity, | 
notorious for rapacity in the most rapacious 
army that ever disgraced the profession of 
arms, and carried on war in the worst spirit 
of the worst ages, plundering and massa¬ 
cring without limit and without remorse. 
Margaron executed like vengeance at Leiria, 
where he butchered the old and the young, 
women and children, the babe suckling at 
the mothei^s breast, and the infirm and the , 
sick lying on the bed of Iielplessness, with¬ 
out remorse or cliseriminatioii. When 
the streets and houses lacked furnishing his 
savage followers with means for their car¬ 
nage, the miserable mliabitants, who had 
taken refuge in the churches, were dragged 
out and slaughtered in the open space in 
front of the chapel of St. Bartholomew.^ 
The town was' then sacked, and partially 
set on fire. Equally atrocious practices 
took place at Guarda in the north, and at 
Evora, Beja, and Villa-vifosa in the south; 
those unhappy towns were given up to indis¬ 
criminate massacre, and the women, after i 
having suffered violation, were slaughtered, i 

Beja,^^ said the ruthless Keller man, in his i 
proclamation to the people of the Alemtejo, 
no more. Its guilty inhabitants have 
been put to the sword; its houses delivered 

work with the sword and bayonet, and the batt end 
of the rftusket, and finished It by firing upon thehr 
victims.— {Htstoi'ia Geral du Invasam dos 
cm Portugal^ tom. iv., p. 42.) 
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up to pillage and the flames* Thus shall 
all those be treated who take up arms 
against us/^ At Villa-vifosa^ insult liad, 
in the wautonness of power and military 
licentiousness^ been added to wrong. There 
was an image of Nuestra Senhora dos Reme- 
dios, (our Lady of RemedieSj) which, after 
ha^diig, by a superaatural declaration of its 
own pleasure, changed its name, made sun¬ 
dry voyages to and from India, and travelled 
from one place to another during more 
than fom-score years, liad at length gra¬ 
ciously condescended to take up its resi¬ 
dence at Yilla-viposa, in a chapel of its own, 
where, being in high odour tor its miracii- 
I lous powers, it was visited with peculiar 
devotion on its own holiday, the 19th of 
June, by the people of that town, and the 
adjacent country. Some French soldiers, 
not disposed to reverence the systematic 
frauds to which the idol had contributed its 
infiiience to enable the priests to delude 
their Portuguese adherents, placing them¬ 
selves in a gateway near the chapel, amused 
themselves with deridiiig the Portuguese, 
who, in the ignorant simplicity of their 
hearts, were going thitlier to worship. Some 
of the peasants resenting this insult, a 
scuffle ensued, and at length, amounting to 
a complete riot, an open insurrection broke 
out, in which a few Frenchmen being slain, 
Keilcrman ordered general Aril to advance 
agaiust the insurgents, of ^vhom many hun¬ 
dreds were bayoneted, and the place given 
up to pillage/ Setiihal escaped a fate simi¬ 
lar to that of the cities just specified. That 


I beautiful city had been devoted to pillage, 
but was saved by the interference of a Por¬ 
tuguese woman, who lived as his mistress, 
with general Graiudorge, w^ho then was in 
command in the Alemtejo, having succeeded 
the sanguinary and peculating Loisson. 
Before the ruthless French had been able 
to enter Evora, to perpetrate their atroci-* 
ties, they had to contend with 10,0(W Por¬ 
tuguese, and 4,000 Spanish troops, posted in 
front of the town, wdio had advanced from 
Badajos to their aid. Bat at the first shock of 
the enemy^a attack, the undiseipliued pea¬ 
santry fled in confusion, and their Spanish 
auxiliaries soon followed their example. Of 
the insurgents, the French military his¬ 
torian, Thiebault, boasts tliat 8,000 were 
slain or wounded, while tlie loss of his own 
countrymen, ^vho mercilessly slaughtered 
those defenceless men, was trifling. The 
afiairs of Portugal now were to assume a 
more promising complexion. The in tell U 
gence that a British army had appeared off 
the coast of Portugal, arrested Loisson in 
his blood-stained progress towards Elvas, 
infused life and spirit into the bosoms of 
the Portuguese portraits, and its bugles 
announced, from the rock of Lisbon, the 
advent of the removal of the hallucination 
and mistaken notions of French invincibility, 
of the craveu-hearted dread of the French 
legions and their leader, which had fasci¬ 
nated and enchained the people of conti¬ 
nental Eui'ope, and the overtlirow of the 
most grinding despotism that had ever 
cursed the face of the earth. 


THE SPANISH WAR OF INDEPENDENCE, CONTINUED TO CLOSE OF 

1808, 


The train that the ereperor had laid for 
Ilia scheme of universal aggression and 
spoliation being now ready for ignition, he 
prepared to proceed to the scene of action. 
Ill The Preliminary Obse7'vatiom to the 
Penmsular Campaigns^ the reader has been 
informed of the principal events that con¬ 
duced to the completion of that scheme. 
But as the preparatory feat of the ^*^Erfurth 
Conference” has not been mentioned there, 
its introduction here wiU tend to throw addi- 
86 


tional light on the dark doings of the French j 
despot. [ 

He had long designed the subjugation of | 
the Spanish and Portuguese Peninstik, To | 
disguise the prosecution of his designs, he in¬ 
vited the Russian emperor Alexander to a 1 
conference at Erfurth, a town in the north j 
of Germany, h avin g preriously comm miicated | 
to that imperial personage” the design of > 
overthrowing the English power in India, 

1 and of dismembering the Turkish empire, 
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and partitioning the spoil he tween Hmselfj 
Austria^ and Russia; the Austrian cabinet 
no doubtj having previously lent a willing 
ear to the righteous purpose. Having ap¬ 
pointed a day for the ^confereuee, he hied to 
its locality with a crowd of obsequious^ and 
fawning princes and potentates—‘messieurs 
the parasites of “ The Confederation of the 
Rhine”—in his trains and on the arrival of 
Alexander, eternid friendship was pledged 
between the two plotters.^ To disguise 
their designs, they professed the object of 
their meeting was influenced by the voice 
of humanity, to put an end to the bloody 
continental war that had so long been 
raging, and to seek, in a speedy pacification, 
the happiness and common interests of 
Europe.” The two emperors wrote a 
joint letter to the king of England, ioritiiig 
him to co-operate with them in theii- 
liuraaiie design. A correspondence on the 
subject took place between the English 
government and the agents of the Prench 
government, but it was soon broken off, as 
tlie ruse of the joint imperial letter was too 
: evident to he mistaken. Buonaparte hav- 
i ing, as he thought, accompHshed his loiig- 
! cherished design of ^'driring the hideous 
leopard into the sea, and of planting his 
eagles on the ramparts of Lisbon,” issued 
tlie following braggart and borabastic pro¬ 
clamation to the French troops who were to 
be the agents to cany his design into ex¬ 
ecution “ Soldiers, 1 have occasion for 
YOU! The hideous presence of the leopard 
contaminates the continent of Spain and 
Portugal. Let your aspect terrify and drive 
him hence.” When he issued this high- 
toned address to his soldiers, he hoped, 
no doubt, that his equally boasting threat 
of being in Lisbon in the course of tliree 
months was on the point of realisation, 
when he was to “ finish the waa.' with a 
thunder-clap.” 

The troops appointed for this Quixotic 
purpose were—first corps, Victor, 33,937; 
second corps, Bessieres, 88,054 ; third corps, 
Sloncey, 37,690; fourth corps, Lefcbvre, 
25,984 ; fifth corps, Mortiei^ 26,713; sixth 
corps, Ney, 38,033; seventh corps, St. Cyr, 
42,107, eighth corps, Jundt, 25,730; re- 

• Amidst the festivities, the and the frolics 

of his hdlhi girls and opera dancers, collected to en¬ 
tertain and solace his imperial and regal guests, he 
studiously took the opportunity of giving a momen¬ 
tous admonitory hint to his guest, the imperial 
autocrat of Russia. He took him to the battle-field 
of Jena, where a temple to Victory was erected, in 
which the French emperor had passed the night pre¬ 


serve, Napoleon, 42,382; on march from 
France, 14,060. In all, 319,690. This vast 
host w'aa composed of all nations; of French, 
Germans, Italians, Poles, Swiss, Dutch, 
Saxons, Bavarians, and even Irish, Scotch, and 
Mamelukes—for every nation contributed to 
supply “ the insatiable tyraiiPs demand for 
human life”—all cHessed in their national 
uniforms, except the Irish and Scotch; but 
all wore the same cockade, and had the 
same shout of war, and the same cry to 
rally. 

Napoleon Buouapai’te having, by his 
arrangements at the Eifurth confereTice, 


secured Mmself from the probability of be^ 
mg attacked on his rear, while carrying his 
projects into execution, set out for the scene 
of action, and arrived at Vittoria, November 
the 8th. He immediately proceeded to 
put his plans into execution, and assigned 
to each of his agents in Ids wanton and un¬ 
principled aggression on the nationality of 
Spain, his part and character in the drama 
of fraud and butchery. Soiilt, in obedience 
to the mandate of spoliation, proceeded to 
prosecute the destruction of the army of the 
Spanish centre. 

Toe Battle of Gahon^vl, which is some¬ 
times termed the Battle of Btirgos^ was 
fought November the 10th. Gamonal is a 
village, situated in front of Burgos, and about 
one league distant from it. 

The Spanish army consisted of about 
19,000 men, of wliom 12,000 were regulars, 
the Spanish Walloon guards and the royal 
carabineers being among them; the rest were 
new levies, without any organization; the 
whole equipped and clothed by the Englisli 
governuient. 

This force was no sooner attacked by the 
French infantry, than it broke and fled in 
utter confusion towards Burgos, and was 
pursued by Bessiere^s cavalry, which having 
inflicted dreadful execution on the fugitives, 
entered Burgos pell-mell with them; the 
victorious cavalry passing througli immense 
piles of wood placed on each side of the 
streets, and intended to have been carried 
for sale into France in tlieir coutempiated 
reveries of a triuniphal advance into tliat 
country. The loss of the Spaniards was 

vious to the battle, and tents were pitched around it, 
for the purpose of entertaining his visitop to a sump¬ 
tuous breakfast. The French entertainer paraded 
his Russian guest over every part of the ground 
which the eon ten ding armies had occupied, and left 
him to make his refiections upon the spot where 
Prussia had received the galling chains with which she 
was fettered, as a reward of her subserviency to France. 
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2j500 in skin, 900 prisoners, six stand of 
colours, and all their artillery, The bat¬ 
talion of students, volunteers from the 
Tiniversities of Leon and Salamanca, had 
displayed that courage which miglit be ex¬ 
pected from men of their condition, whom 
patriotism had brought to the field; thfey all 
fell in the ranlcs in which they had stood, 
Burgos was given up by the French general 
to the plunder of his troops. Belvedere and 
the wreck of his army fled to Segovia, 

On the second day after the battle of 
Gamonal, Burgos became the head quar¬ 
ters of Napoleon Buonaparte, and the centre 
of the operations of the French; 10,000 
light troops were dispatched forward to 
scour the country, contributions, and 
diffuse a general terror of the French arms. 
They swept over the plains of Leon as far 
as Benevente, Toro, and Torderillas, spread¬ 
ing everywhere the boastful proelamationa 
' of Napoleon Buonaparte, and declaring, 

, that notwithstanding their utmost efforts, 

I the French cavahy were not able to over¬ 
take the English ai'my, which was fearfully 
fleeing to its ships. The armies of the left 
and centre, having been annihilated, Lannes 
with 30,000 infantiy and 4,000 eavahy, was 
ordered to advance against that of the right 
under Castauos, who, notwithstanding he 
was acquainted with the overthrow of the 
ai'mies of Blake and Belvedere, had adopted 
the extravagant conceit, of marching to 
Burgos, and there anuthilating the French 
reserves and rear-guard j but ascertaining 
that Ney was advancing against himself, and 
had entered Soria on the 19th of November, 
he retreated towards Tudela, which he 
reached on the evening of the 22nd, and 
was there joined by Palafox, and the army 
of Aragon : their united ai'mies amounting 
I to 40,000 infantry and 4,000 cavalry, with 
I 40 guns. 

I The Battle of Tudela was fought No- 
' vember 22nd, and by its issue the fate of 
I the patriot Spanish armies was sealed. 

It had been the intention of the French 
generals, who considered the defeat and 
destruction of the army of the left as cer¬ 
tain as that of the right under Blake had 
been, to practise the same manoeuvre against 
it as had been done against Blakek army, 
namely, routing it by a powerful attack 
in front, and then destroying the fugitives 
by intercepting them with a second force 
in their flight; but Lannes, when ho ob- 
sen^ed its faulty position, being drawn up 
on a range of inconsiderable* hills, nearly 
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six miles in length, stretching from Tudela 
to Taragona, ordered general Maurice Ma- 
tliien to pierce the centre with a division 
of infantry, when the cavaky under Le- 
febvre Desnouettes, rapidly passing through 
the broken line, wheeled to the left, and 
by the oblique movement surrounded tho 
Spanish right wing, which the Aragonese 
held; and, at the same moment, general 
Morlet attacking them in flank, the fate 
of the battle in that wing was decided. 
The assailants immediately turning fiercely 
on the centre, speedily routed it. The I 
fate of the left wing, in which the con- j 
qiierors of Baylen” were stationed, was | 
decided at the same moment by Lagrange^s | 
division. The disheartened Spaniards fled 
in confusion, leaving 5,000 of their com¬ 
rades on the field of battle, 3,000 pri¬ 
soners, and all their ammunition and guns 
in the hands of the victors. Fifteen thou¬ 
sand Aragonese, Valencians, and Castilians, 
found refuge in Saragossa, and the wreck 
of Castanos' force fell back on Calatayiid, a 
tiim of fortune with which Key's greeth- 
nesa favoured them, that marshal halting iu 
Ills pursuit of the fugitives, three days at 
Soria, for the pni'pose of pillaging that 
town, and possessing himself of the large 
quantities of wool collected there. 

The battles of Espinosa, Gamonal, or as 
it is sometimes styled, Burgos, and Tudela, 
having opened the passage to the capital, 
Napoleon Buonaparte, who was at the time 
at Vittoria, immediately advanced witli the 
imperial guards, Victor's corps, and the 
reserve, amounting to 60,000 men, towards 
Madrid. At break of day of the 30th of 
November, reaching the Samosierra Pass, 
which was defended by12,000 men, the wreck 
of Belvedere’s army, and sixteen pieces of 
cannon, intrenched on the heights of Sepul¬ 
veda, which overlooked the principal pass. 
The advanced guard of the French, con¬ 
sisting of three regiments of infantry, com¬ 
menced the attack, and the Polish lancers 
and chasseurs of the guard charging along 
the causeway, the pass and its batteries 
were won by assault, and its defendera fled 
iu disorder towards Segovia. The way 
to Madrid being now open, the central 
junta, which had been appointed on the 
25th of September, fled in dismay from 
Maflrid to Badajos. 

Two days before the passage of the Samo- 
sierra, the people of Madrid began to make 
prepai^ations to resist the enemy. Trenches 
were opened, batteries erected, the streets 
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barricaded, and the pavements torn up. j 
Eight thousand muskets wei-e distributed) 
but when the aromimition was served out, 
many of the cartridges were found to he 
filled with black sand, instead of gunpow¬ 
der) and when the people clamoured for 
cartridges, Morla, to whom the defence of 
the city had been entrusted, said that there 
were noue.^ Happy would it have been 
for Movla, had he then perished under the 
hands of the indignant moh, as then the 
treachery to his country which he was pre¬ 
paring, would never have been known on 
earth, and he wonkl have escaped perpetual 
infamy/' 

On the morning of December 2nd, only 
an hour or two after the flight of the central 
junta, the advanced guard of the French 
came within sight of Madrid, and imme¬ 
diately summoned it to surrender) and as 
an answer was not returaed, the fortified 
palace of the Ilctiro was attacked and car¬ 
ried, From its heights, which completely 
command the city, a few shells were thrown, 
in the liope of intimidating the inhabitauts, 
and in the forenoon of the following day, 
Berthier sent a flag of truce threateuiug 
the utmost severity of military execution, 
if the signal of surrender was not hoisted 
within two lioiirs. At five in the afternoon 
Morla and Ivriarte arrived at the French 
head-quarters, to negotiate as deputies on 
behalf of the town, the terms of surrender. 
At daybreak, on the moruing of the 5th, 
the capitulation was signed, and by ten 
o'clock the French general, Belliai’d, took 
the command of the city. Soon numerous 
deputations of the nobles, clergy, and pub¬ 
lic authorities, waited on Buonaparte at his 
head-quarters at Chamai'tin, to swear fealty 
to the pseudo king Joseph, who had entered 
Madrid in the tail of the French army/' 
and taken possession of the royal palace of the 
Prado- The French adventurer having thus 
far succeeded iu his projects, gave " orders 
to compose songs descriptive of the glory 
the grand army had acquired, and would 
acquire"—no doubt designed as an allusion 
to his design of driving the hideous leo¬ 
pard into the sea;” for God had ^iueu 
power and inclination/^ as he had told the 
Madrillenos in Ids proclamation, "/a sur¬ 
mount all di^cuUies 

At this conjuncture, the English army, 
under sir John Moore, was straggling in 
the heart of Spain with the dillicuUies in 
which the disasters of the Spanish armies, 
and the imbecility and perverseness of its 
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generals and provisional government, had 
involved it. Buonaparte, aware of those diffi¬ 
culties, and having found that its presence 
paralyzed the movements of the whole of the 
French armies in the south of Spain, deter¬ 
mined to overwhelm and destroy it. Orders 
were immediately dispatched from Madrid 
to aH the French generals to advance in 
concentric lines on the devoted English army; 
while he liiniself, with 50,000 men, hurried 
through the Guadarama pass, for the same 
purpose. But on reaching Astorga, recciv- 
big intelligence of the preparation of Austria 
for war, he deputed Soult and Ney to pur¬ 
sue the English, with 60,000 men, and he 
set out with the imperial guard, to return to 
Paris* 

The disasters of the patriots still kept 
increasing* On the 11 th of December,Victor 
heing in possession of Toledo, Aranguez, 
and OeaSa, overran the open and defence¬ 
less plains of Lower La Mancha, foraging 
and plundering the towns and villages with 
impunity as far as Manzanares, The little 
hamlet of Vellaconas, by its heroism, having 
resisted the assaults of the enemy for five 
successive days, remained safe and uninjured, 
while the whole country round had been 
plundered. About the same time, Vanegas 
—who had taken post with the rear guard, 
consisting of 5,000 men of Castahos' broken 
army, near the village of Buvierca, in the 
narrow gorge where the river Xalon has 
forced its way through the two great moun¬ 
tain ridges in that portion of the high road 
to Madrid, in order to cover the retreat of 
the disorganized patriots—was attacked by 
8,000 French troops under general IVIathieUj 
but after eight hours' contest compelled the 
French to witlidravr, and thus secured the 
retreat of Castauos and liis forces* 

But these gleams of successful exertion 
were to he soon obscured by fresh disasters. 
The provincial government of the central 
junta, influenced by the reckless and unrea¬ 
sonable self-confidence of their countrymen, 
and relying on the saints and the virgin, de¬ 
termined to endeavour to recover Barcelona. 
For this purpose, general Vives was dis¬ 
patched to take the command of an army 
of 30,000 nienj^which had been assembled by 
the marquis of Palacios. The -French de¬ 
termined on its relief* Gouvion St* Cyr was 
ordered by Buonaparte to effectuate it: as 
a necessary preparatory measui^e, he besieged 
Rosas, a town situated four leagues east 
of Figueras. On November the Gth, he 
sat down before the place; and on the 16th, 
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attempted to carry Fort Trinadadj into 
whicli lord Cochrane^ with eighty marines 
of the ImperiemCj had thrown liimselfj but 
was repulsed.* After a month^s siege the 
citadel having been battered in breach^ till 
it was no longer tenable^ oapitulated Decem¬ 


ber the 5th; and the garrison, marcliiiig 
out ^rith the honours of war, were sent 
prisoners to France. As his post was no 
longer tenable, lord Cochrane then em- 
harked his men, and blew up the magazine 
of t!ie fort. 


SIEGE (THE SECOND AND FINAL) OP SARAGOSSA. 


After the disastrous issm^ of the battle of 
Tudek, the Saragossans, aware that the 
first object of the French would be the 
attempt to reduce their city, exerted them¬ 
selves with the gi'catest vigour in prepar¬ 
ing for the assault. Every strong building 
was fortified; the convents and churches 
were converted into barracks; the streets 
were barricaded and retrenched; the doors 
and windows of the houses were walled up, 
their whole front pierced with loop-holes 
and communications opened within from 
house to house, and the suburbs were in¬ 
cluded in the new fortifications. That 
beyond the Ebro was defended by redoubts 
and flechesj with batteries and traverses 
at the entrance of the streets. The artillery 
amounted to 190 pieces, the greater part 
being four, eight, and twelve-pounders, the 
pieces of a larger calibre were mostly those 
that had been recovered from the canal into 
which the French had thrown them on their 
retreat after the first siege. Great part of 
the cannon balls also were what the French 
had fired or left behind them. To prevent 
all danger from the explosion of their maga¬ 
zines, it was determined to make the gun¬ 
powder as it was wanted, which conlcl be 
easily done, as Saragossa was the place 
where all the saltpetre of Ai'agon was re¬ 
fined. The ammunition, stores, and pro¬ 
visions, were sufficient for six months. 

The inhabitants, all combatants, were sup¬ 
ported by 30,000 regular troops, and 15,000 
armed peasants; and the excavators em¬ 
ployed on the canal, were enrolled as sappers 
and miners. Even the women were enrolled 

* Lord Cochraiie had prepared for the defence of 
the place with that sportiveivess with which Englii^h 
sailors are as much characterized m schoolboys, lie 
foimed a rampart within the breach of palisadoes and 
barrels, ships’ hammock-cloths, awning, &c., filled 
with sand and rubbish : these supplied the place of 
walls and ditches. When the assault was made upon 
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in companies to aid the combatants and at¬ 
tend to the sick. The countess Burita com¬ 
manded those patrioticaJly devoted females. 

Three days had, by a, general order, been 
allowed for all women, men above tlireescore 
yeai'S of age, and all boys under fourteen, 
to leave the town, and be provided for 
whithersoever they went. But the senti¬ 
ment of patriotism was so ardent, that not 
one of the inhabitants left the place. In no 
place would they have imagined themselves 
so secure as in Saragossa, which had been 
so wonderfally defended and delivered, aud 
which they believed to be invincible through ' 
the all-powerful protection of Oar Lady of 
the PDkr, who had chosen it for the seat 
of her peculiar worship. Dmang the former 
siege prints of that venerated idol had 
been distributed by women in the heat of 
action, and worn by men in their hats as a 
badge and an amulet; and the many re- 
maikahle escapes and deliverances that had 
occurred during that memorable event, were 
ascribed to tlie immediate interference of 
the Magna Mater of Saragossa, Thus the 
city was ah fortress, the population one vast 
garrison. 

The French, who had since the battle of 
Tudela, been sedulously making preparations 
for the reduction of Saragossa, advanced 
with an army consisting of nearly ,80,000 
men, under marshal IMoncey, and on the 20th 
December invested the town. On the next 
inorniug, the fortified outpost of Monte 
Torrero was attacked and carried after a 
slight resistance, the garrison having retired 
into the town; but au attack on the suburb, 

the breach of his little garrison, he not only stationed 
men with bayoueU immediately within the breach, 
but he kid well-greased planks across the breach, 
upon which many of the French slipped and fell, in 
endeavouring to pass; and he hun^ ropes there with 
fish-hooks fastened to them, by which not a few were 
caught in their retreat. 
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two days after, was repelled with great 
slaughter of the enemy, according to tlie 
Spanish accounts 4,000, but according to 
the French, only the same number of hun*' 
dreds. 

On the 24th, the French marshal having 
completed the investment of the town on both 
sides of the river, the trenches were opened 
on the night of the 29th of December, and a 
powerful fire was directed against the walls. 
Meantime the besieged had raised a line 
of counter approaches, which compelled the 
enemy to prolong their works, lest they 
should be enfiladed; sallies were made from 
the town to interrupt the works, to cut down 
the olive trees, and destroy the buildings 
which afforded the enemy cover; and on 
the last day of ttie year, the besieged made a 
general attempt along the whole line to in¬ 
terrupt and impede the enemyproceed¬ 
ings, but were repulsed in all quarters. 

St. Cyr having obtained possession of 
Eosas, on December the 5th, advanced to 
the relief of Barcelona, an object of so great 
importance, that Buonaparte, in his instruc¬ 
tions to him, said he would sooner lose 
80,000 men than that fortress. Yives, on 
hearing of his approach, dispatched Keding, 
the real conqueror at Baylen, with 4,000 
men to oppose him ; and leaving a sufficient 
force to keep up the blockade, followed him 
with 5,000 men, with the intention of occu¬ 
pying an advantageous position between 
I Vallaba and Llinas* A junction was formed 
by the two Spanish corps at Grauillars, just 
as the French had passed through the defile 
1 of Treinta-pasos. On the fonowiug morning, 

I he came in sight of the enemy ready drawn 
1 Up for battle. 

I Souham’s division was ordered to turn 
Reding^s right; and two battalions were 
ordered to make a false attack on the left 
of the Spanish division. The left and 
centre were forced at the same moment; 
and though Reding had hitherto been 
successful, being now attacked by Souham^s 
division, a total rout ensued. It was eight 
o'clock %vhen the battle began, and before 
nine the Spaniards were in Ml flight, hav¬ 
ing lost 2,000 in killed, wounded, and pri¬ 
soners, and the opportunity of repeating at 


the defile of Trienta-pasos, the occurrence at 
Baylen. 

Reding haying collected as many of the 
fugitives as he could, took post at Molinos 
del Rey. On December 21st, the French 
took up a position in his front, and on the 
21st, attacking the Spanish army, a total 
rout ensued, every man fleeing bis own way, 
and abandoning everything-— ^ fifty pieces 
of artillerj’', and large magazines, re^varding 
the victors. On the withdrawal of that part 
of the besieging force under Vives and 
Reding, Duhesme sallied out of Barcelona, 
and attacked the blockading besiegers under 
Caldagues, but was bravely met and repulsed. ’ 
The defeat at Llinas however, induced him 
to break up the siege and return behind the 
Lobregat, 

This disastrous campaign closed with 
the duke del lulantado's chivalrous self-de- 
lasion of the recovery of Madrid, the relief 
of Saragossa, as also of aiding the English 
army by pursuing the left wing of Soult's 
army then in operation against the English. 

In the prosecution of this quixotic design, 
he first attempted to surprise a body of 
1,500 French cavalry w'ho were scouring the 
country on both sides of the Tagus, and 
plundering a great part of the provinces of 
Cuenja and La IManclia; but the infantry 
portion of his force, instead of surprising the 
enemy in Tarancon, were themselves sur¬ 
prised by them. The French, however, being 
inferior in number, after a stout resistance, 
retreated wTtb some loss to Aranjuez. 

Though England had not yet taken an 
active part in the contest between the pa¬ 
triots and their oppressors, it deeply sympa¬ 
thised in the cause of freedom and justice. 
From the beginning of the contest in June, 
1808, to the commencement of 1809, sub¬ 
sidies in money amounting to £3,100,000, 
besides large voluntary contributions from 
the different towns throughout the couutiy; 
and 200,177 muskets, 61,300 sabres, 79,000 
pikes, 98 cannons, 38 mortars, 23,477,000 
cartridges, 31,000 cannon balls, 6,000,000 of 
bullets, 150,000 barrels of powder, and an 
immense quantity of accontrements, cloth- j 
iug, boots, shoes, and other necessaries, had 
been furnished to the patriots by the Eng¬ 
lish government. 
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AVhen sir Hew DaDymple and sir Henry 
Burrard were recalled to attend the board 
of inquiry with sir Arthur WellesleYj relative 
to the Cintra Convention^ sir John Craddock 
was appointed to the command of the 
British forces in Portugal; and as the Por¬ 
tuguese tiwps were in a very inefficient state 
of cliscipline, the Portuguese regency con¬ 
sented tlmt Lisbon, and the frontier towns, 
should be garrisoned by the English. 

To reorganize the Portuguese army, 
ma]or-general Bercsford (irith the rank of 
field-marshal in the Portuguese service), 
and a number of English officers, were dis¬ 
patched to Portugal. On his arrival (JIarch, 
1B09) in that country, the marahid estab¬ 
lished his’bead quarters at Tlioraarj and 
collecting the Portuguese troops in masses, 
recast their military system on the model 
of the Eritisli armyj but in the prosecution 
of his measm'esj he met with much opposi¬ 
tion and perverseness from the regency. 

To preserve a connected view of the 
affiiirs of the Peninsula from the period of 
its evacuation by the British army under 
sir John Moore, till the arrivid of sir Arthur 
Wellesley in Portugal, April 22nd, 1809, it 
is necessary to present the reader with a re¬ 
capitulated abstract of the operations of the 
French armies, and of the reverses of the 
• Ferrol is a seaport on the oijposite side of the 
bay on which Cornnna stands. It is almost impreg¬ 
nable, both by sea and land. To force the passage 
is impossible, ships iiaving for the distance of a league 
to file one by one along a shore defended hy farts, 
t At Oporto, the conduct of the captors was cruel 
and outrageous in the extreme j neither age, sex, nor 
innocence, found favour at the hands of the infuriated 
foe. Neither the shiieks of women and children, 
nor the prayers and entreaties of the feeble and help¬ 
less, an'eited the sword of the merciless soldiery; 
ten ibovisand of the defenceless and unresisting inha- 
bitanta had been numbered among the slain of the 
defenders of tlie city, the cavuiry charging through 
the streets, and slaughtering all whom they encoun¬ 
tered.” While that scene of horror was in operation, 
four thousand of both sexes were seen Heeing before 
their pursued countrymen, and reaching, in a frenaied 
tumult, the pontoon bridge, the foremost sunk into 
the stream, leaving a gulf in. the agitated water, into 
^Yhieh the dense mass wm precipitated- lo add to 
the dismal scene, the Frencn artillery discharged in¬ 
cessant show'ers of grape on the mass in the siroani, 
and the boats that attempted to approach the wretch¬ 
ed throng. The plunder continued for several days, 
during which time it was accompanied with every 
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Spanish and Portuguese patriots during that 
period. 

Immediately on the sailing of theBritisli 
army from Corunna, Malgarejo, the gover¬ 
nor, stirrendered his trust to the Freiicli, 
though he, like many others of hia countiw- 
men, had sw'orn to bury himself under its 
ruins. Alcedo, governor of Ferrolfollowed 
his example; and he of \ igo, not to be out¬ 
done in heroic patriotism by hia neighbour¬ 
ing coinpatriota, surrendered his trust* In 
Corunna and Ferrol, Soult possesed iiimself 
of immense stores, which had been sent to 
those towns by the English government, 
for the use of the patriots. 

The French general now directed hia 
march on Portugal} and entering that 
country, captured Chaves and Bi‘aga. The 
city of Oporto,t after a resolute resistance 
by the Portuguese for three days, surren¬ 
dered oa the 28th. Delaborde and Fran- 
ceachi had defeatetl the Portuguese under 
Baron Ebeu (a German attache in tlie 
EugUah aervice, who had succeeded to the 
command on the murder of Freire by his 
mutinous troops) at Carvalho d^Est^, or as 
some accounts designate the battle, Braga, 
with great slaughter; which was greatly 
increased by the merciless havoc made by 
the French in the pursuit; Franceschi 
species of violence and outrage. Oporto, which is 
the largest city in Portugal, except Lisbon, is a sea¬ 
port, situated on the Douro, about three-quarters of 
a league from the mouth of tlmt river. It is built on 
the declivity of a steep hiil, so steep in soeqc pails, 
namely the cast side of the town, that the houses are 
only approached by steps cut out of the rook. It is 
an unfoiiilicd town, but partly surrounded by an old 
wall five or six feet high, fianked at intervals by strong 
towers. To the cast lies Villa Nova do Porto; ajid 
between it and Gaya lie, on a small plain along the 
river, the immense vaults or lodges in which tlie 
wines manufactUTod in the provinces of Txas-os- 
Montes and EnLi*e-Doiiro-e-]VIinho are kept till stored. 
The river during the heavy rains and the meliing of 
the snow on the mountains, often rises to the height 
of twenty feet The mouth of the river beiog ob¬ 
structed hy rocks and quicksands, renders the navi¬ 
gation of the passage of its hai' diflicult and hazard¬ 
ous. In tire contest between the emperor Pedro and 
his brother Miguel, for the restoration ol Pona Maria 
to the Portuguese tlirone, and while Oporto w'as 
occupied by the liberating army of Portugal, 3,00U 
pipes of wine were started into the Douro, to prevent 
their falling into the hands of Pedro, when the nver 
I ran blood red. 
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getting in advance of tbe fugitives, and 
compelling them to halt, until the infantry 
came up to bayonet them. 

The Spanish patriots had been equally 
unfortunate. The beginning of their cala¬ 
mities was at Torquemada, where the 
Spaniards first resisted the oppressors of 
their country i the consequence was, the 
slaughter of the inhabitants, and the delivery 
of the town to the flames. Their next dis¬ 
comfiture was at Cabe 9 on, where, under 
Cuesta, they experienced so complete a 
dcrout, that the enemy entered that town 
with the fleeing foe; and the calamity would 
have been still greater, had not the corps 
of students from Segovia retarded in 
some measure, the pursuit of the enemy, 
until they all fell upon the field of battle. 
In Aragon, all their efforts were fruitless. 
Palafox, iu his endeavours to relieve Sara¬ 
gossa; was defeated at Huecha, June 12tli; 
at Gullur, June 13th; at Alagoti, on the 
Xalon, June 14th; and at Epila, June 23rd. 
In Catalonia they were defeated at Mongul; 
Cruz surrendered his array at Lena, October 
26tli; Vives was defeated at Lliiia, Decem¬ 
ber 6tb; and Eediug, at Slolinos del Key, 
December 17th. On July 14th, the army 
under Cuesta and Blake had been routed 
witli immense slaughter. On the 27th of 
the same month, Castanos attacking the 
French posts on the Ebro, was repulsed at 
Logrono with the loss of all his artillery. 
On October Slst, the army of Blake, which 
had been joined on the 9tli of the same 
month by the Spanisli troops from the Baltic, 
under the marquess of Eomana, was defeated 
with great loss at 2ornosa, and retiring to 
Espinosa de los Enteros, wms attacked on 
the following day by Victor, but the contest 
ivas by the exertions of Eomanats infantry 
prolonged till nightfall. Early next morn¬ 
ing, the Spanisli array was totally routed, 
and fled in the wildest disorder towards the 
river Truebas, in which a great number of 
the fugitives perished. With the remainder 
Blake fell back on Eeynosa, where his reserve 
artillery was stationed; but being attacked 
tliere by Soult, was routed, with the loss of 
Lis whole artillery, and escaped witli only a 
few thousand of his troops into the Asturian 
mountains. The consequence was, that Bil- 
boa, Santander, and the whole line of the 
intervening coast, fell into the hands of the 
enemy- The army of the Spanish left 
being annihilated, tliat of the centre, sta¬ 
tioned at Gamonalj under the Conde de 
Belvedere, was on November 10th over¬ 


thrown, with the loss of 2,000 killed and 
wounded, 800 prisoners, and all its artillery. 
The battle of Tudela followed, and in it the 
Spanish army under Castanos and Palafox, 
consisting of-45,000 men, was completely 
routed and dispersed. In tlie battle of 
Espinosa, though the Spanish authorities, 
with their characteristic falsehood and 
boasting, asserted that Bomana^s troops 
had, Spartan-like, died to a man in their 
ranks; above 4,000 of them, who had been 
taken prisoners by the French, and had 
subsequently entered the French sciwicc, 
were, after four years of servitude under the 
banners of the oppressor of their coun¬ 
try, delivered over by the Eussiaii govern¬ 
ment to captain Hill, at Cronstadt, in the 
year 1812; having been taken prisoners in 
the retreat of the French from Moscow. To 
complete tbe sum of Spanish disaaters, which 
had increased so rapidly in the short space 
of one year, the strong pass of Samosierra, 
which formed the boundary between the 
French armies and Madrid, though guarded 
by 10,000 men, was forced, and thus the 
ptissage to the capital opened to Buonaparte, 
who, on his entry, on December 4th, was 
waited on by a body of the nobility, clergy, 
and public authorities of the city, who ten¬ 
dered him their allegiance and fidelity ; and 
the servile junta, who were soon convened, 
published a proclamation annouucmg that 
“ the only object of tiich imperial ally was 
the prosperity and happiness of their beloved 
Spaiii,^^ Dining the course of these events, 
the towns of Cordova, Toledo, Jaen, Bilboa, 
Burgos, Manresa, Kosas, both citadel and 
town, had been sacked and delivered up 
to fire, sword, and the outrage of females 
even of the tenderest age/ Venturada, Bui- 
trago, El Milar, Igleuas, Benezueln, Gan- 
dullos, and Brojiz, experienced a like fate in 
Joseph Buonaparte^s flight from ISIadrid 
behind the Ebro- To counterbalance this 
series of misfortunes, whose amount no 
nation ever experienced in the same space 
of time, the patriots could produce only the 
repulses of Schwartz and Chabran, at tbe 
passes of Bruch and Casa Masara, the battle 
of Baylen, and the repulses from Saragossa, 
Gerona, and Valencia. We sliall now see that 
the year 1809 dawned equally tmpropitious 
on Spanish efforts and Spamsh patriotism. 

The British ministry having determmed 
to make another effort to liberate the Pen¬ 
insula from the aggression of Buonaparte, 
adopted Sir Arthur Wellesley’s recommen¬ 
dation of making Portugal, than which, in the 
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hands of a skilful and enterprising leader; 
no country afibrds a more defensible tlieatre 
of warfare,the basis of the operations for that 
purpose. The spirit of patriotism and re* 
aistance waB alive all over the J?emnsula; all 
it needed was the requisite genius to guide 
and direct it to the great end—the full and 
final deliverance. That genius the British 
ministry recognising in the person of Sir 
Arthur Wellesley, they appointed him to 
carry the great and glorious measure into 
execution. Sir Artliur haying resigned his 
appointment as chief secretary of state for 
Ireland, and yacated his seat in pailiament, 
left England on April loth, 1809, and 
reached Lisbon on the 22nd of the same 
month. At that period, the second and fourth 
corps-d^armee of the enemy threatened Lis¬ 
bon, Soult, with the second corps, amount¬ 
ing to 25,000 men, lay at Oporto with his 
advanced posts on the Vouga ; and Victor, 
with the fourth corps, exceeding 20,000 
men, was posted on the banks of the Tagus, 
with his head quarters at Merida. 

In the course of Sir Arthur^s passage to 
Lisbon, an event occurred which had nearly 
proved fatal to the futui^e hero of the Pen- 
insnla and Waterloo, 

Ill the course of the night, after the fri¬ 
gate had parted from Spithead, it was nearly 
wrecked at the back of the Isle of Wight. 
The circumstantial account given by the 
Marquis of Londonderry, in liis Narrative of 
ihe Pminmlar War^ is. highly interesting 

We set sail wdth a stiff breeze blowing a- 
head. We had not proceeded beyond the 
Isle of Wight, when about midnight, or 
rather later, tlie captain of the Sm'veiUanie 
burst into the cabin, entreating us to use 
without delay precautions for our safety, for 
we were on the eve of shipwreck. As may 
be imagined, we lost no time in leaping from 
our cots, and mounting to the deck, when a 
very alarming spectacle presented itself In 
attempting to clear a shoal which runs from 
St. Catherine's Point into the sea, the ship 
had missed stays; this occurred again and 
again, each failure bringing us nearer and 
nearer to danger; and now, when we looked 
abroad, the breakers were to be seen at a 
stone's throw from the bows* There was 
not an individual amongst us who anticipated 
any other result than that in a few minutes, 
at the farthest, the vessel would strike; but 
we were deceived. The wind, which had 
hitherto been blowing on shore, suddenly 
changed, and we were at once relieved from 
a situation, than which the whole progress of | 


our lives, had not before brought us into any 
one more uncomfortable/' 

Sir Arthur, on his arrival at Lisbon, hav¬ 
ing had the command-in-chief ceded to him 
by Sir John Craddock, assumed the com¬ 
mand of the British army, which had been 
augmented to 20,000 men by reinforcements 
under generals Slierbrooke, Mackenzie, 
Cameron, and HiU; and. May 2d, established 
his head-quarters at Coimbra. Having satis- ! 
fied himself that no concert or communica¬ 
tion between the armies of Soult and Victor 
could possibly he executed at that moment, 
he determined to drive Soult from Oporto, and 
clear the nortliern provinces of the enemy, 
and directed Mackenzie's brigade, and a body 
of 8,000 Portuguese, to take post at Sau- 
tarem and Abrantes, for the purpose of de¬ 
fending the fords of the Tagus between those 
towns, anti guarding the mountain passes into 
Portugal on the right side of the Tagus, as 
Victor and Lapisse were posted with strong 
corps on the eastern frontiers, V^liile he 
advanced northwards to drive Soult from 
Oporto, Beresford, who was posted near 
Ciudad Eodrigo, was ordered to march with 
6,000 Portuguese, a brigade of British in¬ 
fantry, and a squadron of cavalry, by Viseu, 
and crossing the Douro at Lam ego, to turn 
Soult's left, and thus cut off his retreat into 
Galicia by Braga or through Tras-os- 
Montes, and compel Mm to proceed by 
Chaves, in order to prevent his jimction with 
Victor. 

On the 5th, the n^hole army, amounting 3 
to 14,500 infantiy, and 1,500 cavalry, in j 
which force four of the best Portuguese bat¬ 
talions were incorporated, was concentrated | 
at Coimbra; and on the 7th tlie advanced 
guard was in motion on the Oporto road. 

At this moment intelligence was brought 
that the bridge of Amarauta, wliich afforded 
the most favourable road for the retreat of 
the Trench, had been crossed, and Silviera 
driven over the Douro. 

The Trench haring two positions at Al- 
bergoria Nova and Grijon, in advance of 
the main body at Oporto, sir Arthur, intend¬ 
ing to surprise TrancescM, who was posted 
with two regiments of cavalry and one of 
infantry at the first-mentioned position, dis¬ 
patched general Cotton, with the 14th dra¬ 
goons, to accomplish the design; but Cotton, 
being misled by the guides, did not reach 
the French position till broad day-light, 
when he found the enemy ready drawn up 
to receive him, with a fine wood in their 
rear, and in too great force to hazard an 
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attack. But sir Arthur Wellesley coming up 
■uith Paget's divisioUj Pranceschi hastily re¬ 
treated, and effected a junction with Mermet 
at Grijon; where, on the following day, the 
Prencia forces being attacked by general 
Stewart, fled, with the toss of above one 
hundred prisoners, across the Douro. Dur¬ 
ing these operations every means had been 
adopted by the French to render the pass^e 
of that river impracticable- The floating 
bridge at Oporto was destroyed, and the 
pontoons composing it burnt- All the boats 
on the Douro were also collected, and moored 
on the northern bank of the river. 

At this period of the affairs of the Penin¬ 
sula, an occurrence of a singular character 
took place- One John Viaim, the son of a 
merchant at Oporto, liad, at the instigation 
of the parties interested, communicated to 
marshal Beresford a design of a community 
of soldiers and officers in the French army, 
who were impatient of their subjugation, and 
disgusted with the tyranny of Buonaparte, 
to change tlie form of government; and as 
the conspirators were most numerous in the 
second corps-d'armee under Soult, they had 
come to the determination to seize him, and 
deliver him over to the British outposts- 
At the time of sir‘Arthur Wellesley's arrival 
in Lisbon, the chief of the conspiracy, 
D'Argenton, an adjutant-major, and who 
had been an officer on Soult's staff, being 
there, he had an interview with him, but, at 
the same time, refused all countenance of 
the projects of the malcontents- When at 
Coimbra, he also had an inteiwiew, between 
the English and French outposts, with a 
colonel Lafitte, who, as the conspiracy bad 
been discovered (colonel Lefebvre, who had 
been taken prisoner in sh John hi core's re¬ 
treat, and had broken his parole, having be¬ 
trayed the conspirators), came at the instiga¬ 
tion of Soult, to endeavour to penetrate sir 
Arthur's intended operations, and ascertain 
the strength and distribution of his army ; 
but sir Arthur guessing his designs, had him 
conducted through by-paths to his presence, 
and again refused all countenance to the de¬ 
sign. Sir Arthur, in bis communication of 
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this transaction to the secretary of state, 
nobly observed, that it would be more hou- 
ourable to the British arms to vanquish the 
enemy in the field, than to accomplislt his 
overthrow by the countenance of any un¬ 
derhand project. 

This conspiracy had been of considerable 
standing. The first knowledge of its exis¬ 
tence, and which was obtained by the agency 
of the extensive system of espionage which 
Buonaparte had established not only through¬ 
out the dominions of France, but in all the 
states of Europe, and even in his palace, 
came under the notice of the French govern- 
meut about the time of the battle of Wag- 
ram. The conspirators had enrolled them¬ 
selves under the title of Philadelphes or 
Brotherhood, and their object was tlie re¬ 
establishment of democracy. The founder 
was Joseph Oudet, an officer in the French 
serrice- The author of Hutoires des So- 
cietis Sea^^tsj says that Oudet, and the 
officers who were known to be disaffected 
to the existing order of things, were re¬ 
called from their exile, for the purpose of 
furnishing the government an opportu¬ 
nity of getting rid of the malcontents, and 
gratifying the vengeance of the emperor. 
They were all appointed to the 9th of the 
line, and at the battle of Wagram were 
placed in such a condition with the enemy, 
that the whole of them were nearly des¬ 
troyed- Colonel Oudet was severely wounded, 
and to complete the tragedy, was secretly 
assassinated in the course of the night fol¬ 
lowing the battle, It was part of the im¬ 
perial policy, that if any part of the army 
exhibited signs of discontent, it w^as neces¬ 
sary to march it to the most wasteful point 
of service, and thus it would be destroyed 
before it could become dangerous, and yet 
not till it had performed a certain quantity 
of needful work for its fell employer/' At 
this time a proclamatioii was found in which 
Soult announced himself as Nicholas I-, 
king of Lusitania and Algarves. Joseph 
Buonaparte also accused him, in a letter to 
his brother Napoleon, of aspiring to the 
sceptre of Andalusia. 


DUKE OF WELLINGTON. 


THE PASSAGE OF THE DOUEO. 


Os the morning of the 12th May, the British 
army being concentrated at Villa Nova, a 
large village on the southern bank of the 
Douro, “ the hero of Assaye,” looking down 
from the convent of Serra upon the large 


volume of waters which the Douro rolls 
swiftly into the sea, deter rained to effect the 
passage, though in tlie face of above twenty- 
five thousand opponents; an exploit unparal¬ 
leled iu the annals of warfare, and in the 
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glowing language of Napier, promptly, 
so daringly, so skillfully, so suceessfullj^ 
executed, that it seemed rather tlie result 
of inspiration, than of natural judgment/" 
For this purpose, viewing from the convent, 
which is situated on the elevated spot of the 
Serra, the opposite bank, he observed with 
an eagle’s glance, a large unfinishecl build¬ 
ing called the Seminary,"" about half a 
mile from Oporto; and deeming it to present 
a defensible position, the area in which it 
stood being surrounded by a stone wall which 
came down to the water side, and enclosing 
space enough for at least two battalions to be 
dra^vn up in battle array; “with a marvellous 
hardihood,"" he determined to avail him¬ 
self of it as a basis for his operations, and 
force the passage of the river. The army, 
in the mean time, “ with Iiearts and hands 
all ready for the fray, joyous, careless, and 
full of hope,"" lay in the rear of the convent, 
concealed fi*om the view of the euemy by 
the height on which it stood, and the bend 
which the river takes at that point. At 
this moment, the enemy"s baggage and 
stores were seen moving in a long line on 
the Yallonga road. 

Twenty guns were now placed in battery 
in the convent gardens. At the same time, 
major-general John Murray, with the Ger- 
inan brigade, two squadrons of the X4tb 
dragoons, and tw^o guns, was directed to 
march to Barca de Avintas, about three 
miles down the river, and effect a passage 
tliere, for the purpose of intercepting the 
retreat of the enemy; and colonel Watej's, 
of the Portuguese staff, was dispatched to 
endeavour to obtain some boats. About 
miles from the convent the colonel had 
the good fortune to discover a boat con¬ 
cealed among some rushes, and iu which a 
bai'ber bad, on the preceding evening, 
crossed the river from Oporto to Villa 
Nova for the purpose of seeing his sweet¬ 
heart, Colonel Waters leaped into the 
boat, and with a priest and a few peasants, 
wlio happened to be standing by at the 
time, crossed to the opposite shore, where 
three large large boats or barges lay in the 
mud- With these he hastened to the con¬ 
vent* 

About 10 o’clock, a barge was reported 
ready to attempt the passage* “Let the 
men cross,"" was the decisive and confident 
order of the British chief; instantly an 
officer and twenty-five men of the buffs 
jumped on board, and, iu the course of a 
few minutes, were in possession of the 
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Seminary* Two other barges, carrying ^ 

three compauics and general Paget, speedily 
followed* 

Till tliis moment, all had been quiet in 
the city* Soult believed that the English 
army would, by means of the shipping, 
make its appearance at the debouchement 
or month of the river, and supposed tliat 
its passage otherwise, in presence of his 
force was impossible; especiaUy as he had 
withdrawn all the boats to the southern 1 ' 
side of the river, and had placed a strong 
guard over them. Nor were tlie operations 
of the passage observed; and for this reason, 
that the river in its course round the Serra 
rock, makes a sharp elbow or bending, 
sliutting out the view of the upper river 
from the town* Just, however, as the third 
boat had readied the opposite bank, tlie 
enemy discovered tlie foe in the midst of 
them camp* Instantly all was huiTy and 
noise in Oporto; diaims beating, trumpets 
sounding, and troops—infantry, cavalry, i 
and artillery—rushing in masses towards 
tlie Seminary, and assailing it with the 
utmost fury and desperation. The little 
party maintained itself^ till the whole of the 
buffs, the 4-8th, 66th, and tlie 16th Por¬ 
tuguese battalion, liad crossed under general 
Hill; the Serra battei^y, which swept both 
flanks of the Seminary garden, keeping itp 
a weU-directed lire, and thus confining the ! 
assault of the enemy, (whose fire both 
musketry and artillery, was sharp and volu¬ 
ble), to the iron gateway that opened on 
the Vallonga road* In the heat of the con¬ 
test, Sherbrooke's brigade, consisting of tlie , 
guards and 29th regiment, had crossed the I 
river ^vhere the old boat bridge had been 
cut away, the citixens having brought boats 
across for the purpose* The appearance of f 
Sherbrooke’s brigade on the right of the 
enemy, and the head of Slurray’s column 
appeariug at the same time, advancing down 
the bank of the river on his left, the enemy 1 
fled iu confusion along the Yallonga road: | 
Hill pouring in a destructive fire on liis 
masses as they hurried past the Seminary 
gate* MtUTay, as tlie author of the JUsiory 
of tM PeniMulur IFar significantly observes, ; 

" seeming fearful lest they should turn and 
push him into the river,"" allowed them to 
pass in their confusion and dismay, without 
tiring a shot on their Hank; but brigadier* 
general Charles Stewart and miqor Harvey, 
impatient of the unaccountable inacti\ity of 
their chief, charged with two squadrons of 
cavalry, the rear guard, and riding over the 
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[soult's flight. 


disorderly battalions^ cut tlieif way back to 
their own division^ bringing with tliem 
! above one hundred prisoners. As Napier 
I justly observesj ^^had Murray attacked 
rigorous] yj the ruin of the French array 
would have ensued. It was an opportunity 
that would have tempted a blind man to 
strike ; the neglect of it argued want of 
military talent and military hardihood 
an opinion fully verified in the same man’s 
conduct at AHcant, where he abandoned 
to the enemy "the time-honoured Badajos 
artillery/’ 

^ The loss of the British army was 30 
killedj 96 wounded, and 17 missing; that 
of the French, 500 killed and wounded^ 
and many prisoners. Five guns were cap* 
tured in the attempt to pass the Seminar)', 
and a vast quantity of ammunition, and fifty 
guns, with the hospital containing 700 men; 
were found in the city. To the wine 
(amounting to 3,000 tuns, and in value 
j above half a million sterling), on board 
I English, Swedish, Danish, and French ships 
in the river, sir Arthur Wellsley renounced 
all claim on behalf of himself and the army, 
in favour of the owners and the Portuguese 
nation; in opposition to the demand of the 
English admiral on that station, that those 
goods should be considered as pri:5e3 or the 
droits of war. For this exalted display of 
disinterestedness, he received a sorry re¬ 
quital from the selfish and ungrateful wine- 
company, and the senate and citizens of 
Ojiorto, in tlmir refusal to subscribe to a 
loan of £10,000, to enable the army to 
adopt ulterior operations in the defence of 
I Portugal. At four o’clock of the day, of 
the passage of the Douro, sir Arthur 
I Wellesley sat down to the dinner and table 
service, that had been prepared for bis 
I antagonist, marshal Soult, "one of those 
triftiug circuTnstances in warfare,” as the 
elegant narrator of the duke’s memoirs ob- 
I serves, "which exhilarates not only the 
I chance partakers of spoil so innocent, but 
TV Inch as an anecdote mirthful to the 
soldiery, spreads pleasure very widely 
tlu’ough the lines,” 

The remainder of the 12th, and following 
I day, were employed iu transporting the rear¬ 
guard, baggage, stores, and artillery, from 
I the left bank of the river; and on the 
I morning of the ISth, Murray was detached 

* This place afforded a strong position, and bad 
I the enemy been inelined to display their usual pro¬ 
pensity for battle, it, like many other localities 
which became invested with memorable recollections 
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Tvith the Hanoverian cavahy in pursuit of 
the cuemy; the whole army following on 
the same route on the 14th. 

Soult had fled to PeSafiel, where, fear¬ 
ing that his retreat would be cut ofl^ he 
destroyed his artiUeiy and ammunition, 
and abandoned his baggage and military 
chest. Under the guidance of a Spanish 
pedlar, he escaped across the Santa Catha- 
rina mountains, by goat-herd paths, to 
GuimaraenSj where he formed a junction 
with Loisson, (who had been driven by 
Beresford from Amarante) ; and in the 
course of the same night, he was joined by 
Lorge^s cavalry, on the banks of the Sousa 
river. Again the artillery and amraiiirition 
of Loisson and Lorge’a divisions were des¬ 
troyed, and their baggage and military 
chests abandoned. 

About four o’clock of the evening of the 
16tb the British army overtook the rear¬ 
guard of the French at Salanionde,"^ which 
had been stationed there to cover the pas¬ 
sage of the army over the bridges of the 
Ponte Nova and the Saltador, but after a 
single luirried volley it fled precipitately to 
Ponte Nova, where, their pursuers haring 
outflanked them, inflicted a severe loss on 
the fugitives. The bridge was choked with 
lacerated bodies, and the bed of the moim- 
taiu torrent Cavado was filled wdtb dead. 
Again, at the passage of the Saltador (the 
leaper or flying-bridge), over the gulf pro¬ 
duced by the Misarella, another repetition 
of havoc and destruction attended the re¬ 
morseless slaughterers of the stragglers of 
sir John Moore’s army. At length the ha¬ 
rassed and exliausted fugitives reached, on 
the 17tli, Montalegre in a complete state of 
deroute; on the 18th they crossed tlie Spa¬ 
nish frontier, on the 19th entered Orense, 
and on the 33rd reached Lugo, says Jomiui, 
{Fie de Napoleon^) "in a more distressed 
condition than that in which general Moore 
had, six months before, traversed the coun¬ 
try to the same town, many of the troops 
being without even their accoutrements and 
their arms,” 

When the British chief was informed that 
the remnant of the French army had turned 
off from Montalegre towards Orense, lie de- I 
sisted from the pursuit, as it was impossible 
for an array encumbered with guns and bag¬ 
gage to continue the pui'suit through the 

m the Peninsular war, might have obtained a fatal 
celebrity; but disx>iilled by repeated defeat, they fled 
in ■ confusion, after they had fired one single hur¬ 
ried volley. 

97 

























[A.n. 180!>, 


FHENCH ATROCITIES.] LIFE AND CAMPAIGNS OF THE 


! 


ragged defiles by wliich the enemy had 
escaped; orj to adopt his own language: 

When an army throws away all its cannon^ 
eqnipmeotsj baggage, and everything that 
can strengthen it, and can alone enable it 
to act together as a body, and at the same 
time abandons those who are entitled to its 
protection, but retard its progress, it must 
then be able to march by roads through 
which it cannot be followed with any pros¬ 
pect of being overtaken by an army which 
has not made the same sacrifices/^ 

The sufferings and privations of the fleeing 
host had been so severe dining its hurried 
and calamitous retreat, that, to adopt Napieris 
expression, voices were calling for a ca¬ 
pitulation, and the whole ai^rny was stricken 
with dismay/^ What a contrast to the he¬ 
roic devotion of Moore^s army! There the 
only voices heard (except those of a few 
craven-hearted general officers just preceding 
the battle of Corunna), were, lead us to 
battle ;” aud the consequence of non-com¬ 
pliance with that heroic sprit was the in¬ 
subordination and licentiousness which tar¬ 
nished the British arms during that disastrous 
retreat* Soult's army had entered Portugal 
25,000 strong; when it reached Orense it 
scarcely numbered 19,000, having, in the 
course of six days, sustained a much greater 
loss tliau Moore*s army had in a period more 
than thrice as long; aud that too in most 
inclement weather, and with the additional 
disadvantage, that the army was hampered 
with a large number of women and children* 
So complete had been the deroute, that the 


whole line of inarch from Penafiel to Mon- 
talegre, besides being covered with the ear- 
cases of horses, mules, and soldiers killed, 
wounded, and dying, w^as strewed with arms, 
accoutrements, and knapsacks filled with 
valuable stolen property. In the rocky bed 
of the Cavado, above 500 bodies of the 
fugitives, lying mingled with the carcases of 
above 300 horses and mules, laden with the 
plunder of Oporto, and the other towns 
north of the Douro, were found by their 
pursuers; many of whom amused themselves 
by fishing in that stream for the French 
officers and privates, as about the bodies of 
the one they found rouleaux of gold, and in 
the knapsacks of the other gold and stiver ; 
vases, watches, and other valuable property, i 
all of which had been stolen from the natives. ^ 
The misery aud cruelties which had been 
inflicted on the population of the country 
through which the French army liad re¬ 
treated were dreadful in the extreme* On 
the whole line of country over which its 
flight had extended, horror, desolation, and 
wretchedness, prevailed in their direst forms. 
The route of the retreat could be traced by 
the smoke and flames of the villages burn¬ 
ing, or tliose already reduced to ashes* PiU 
lage, massacre, conflagration, attended the 
whole course of the fleeing columns. Large 
numbers of the peasants were massacred, 
and in many places they were found hanging 
ou trees by the road-side—a fate to which 
Franceschi had, with remorseless vengeance, 
►subjected many of the ordenaozas in his i 
flight from Albcrgaria Nova, 
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THE FIEST SPANISH CAMPAIGN. 

A.D* ISO^. 


A FEW remarks respecting Spain and the 
Spaniards may not be an uninteresting 
introduction to the memorable campaigns 
about to be narrated. 

Spain, the land of romance and supersti¬ 
tion, of love and chivalry, and whose towns 
were founded by the Greeks, the Carthagi¬ 
nians, the Homans, aud the i^abians, is one 
of tile most compact pohtieal divisions of 
the e^th, and possesses natural advantages 
superior to any other poUtico-geograpliical 


subdirision of the known world. In form, 
it is nearly quadrilateral, its length being, in ' 
proportion to its breadth, as one and three 
quarters are to one and-a-half. Its geo¬ 
graphical aituation is unequalled by that of 
any other country; for, wliile it enjoys the 
luxuriancy of a tropical climate, it partakes I 
of all the mildness and salubrity of the tern- | 
per ate zone. Its splendid river and moun¬ 
tain 8ceuerj% its fertile plains, and noble 
ports, constitute it one of the most gifted 
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regions of tlie globe; thesupei^titioiij 
; bigotryj and ignorance of its government 
and people have morally ruined, and politL 
cally diBorgani^^ed, all the advantages con¬ 
ferred on it by nature- 

The interior of Spain, which is scorched 
by the burning sun in summer, and swept 
by frozen blasts in winter, especially Leon 
and Castile, forms a table-land of greater 
elevation than that of any other country in 
Europe, being from 2,000 to 3,000 feet above 
the level of the sea, and is nearly surrounded 
by mountains, rocky and almost inaccessible, 
its principal and secondary ranges being all, 
more or less, connected with ^one another, 
and descending fhronghout the Peninsula 
in a serpentine direction, from its elevated 
table-land in the interior, to the fertile belt 
I of land lying on the sea coasts. The north 
of Spain is the most mountainous land in 
Europe, Switzerland not excepted. The snow- 
I clad peaks and ridges of Switzerland slope 
gradually down into fertile plains, and are 
intersected by numerous smiling valleys; but 
the lofty sierras, or mountains, of the north of 
Spain (particularly in the Basque provinces, 
Navarre, and the llonda districts of the south, 
which consist almost of mountains, having 
very little level ground), are based on table¬ 
lands, whose lateral directions are sometimes 
I almost a perpendicular, and their summits are 
I covered with perpetual snow. These inoim- 
I tains are so arid that no trees grow upon 
them, and even brush-wood is by no means 
! coramou. The mountains of Catalonia and 
I Valencia are, however, an exception; there, 
the sides being cut into terraces^ and uou- 
I rishcd by artificial irrigation, are clothed with 
I the most luxuriant vegetation. The streams 
that cut their way through them fret and roar 
along in deep guides, and amidst overhang- 
j irig rocks, Spain possesses only three great 
I roads; that from Madrid to Bayonne, that 
I to Valencia, and that to Barcelona; the 
I others are little better than sheep-w^alks. 
The north of Spain, like Portugal, presents 
one of the most defensible positions in 
I Europe. The Basque provinces, Navarre, 

! and the llonda districts in the south, enjoy 
I independent privileges, and an almost de¬ 
mocratic equality. 

From Spain, the natural digression is to 
the Spaniards. 

As my limits prohibit me from enlarging 
on the extravagancies and eccentricities, the 
foibles and the follies of SpanuoUssimo 
Spagnuolo,^^ with all his sombre stateliness 
I and indomitable pride—^las habitual ex- 
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aggeration both in speaking and waiting— 
his lofty promises and mean performance— 
his inflated and bombastic hyperboles—his 
exalted opinion of his importance and pre¬ 
eminent valour—his presumption and bi¬ 
gotry—his ignorant and superstitious re¬ 
verence for antiquated customs and practices; 
in a word, his inveterate and unyielding 
“ Spagnuolitas/' which has rendered his ' 
nation the lowest and the weakest in the 
scale of European countries ; I will waive 
the ungracious task of condemnation, and 
confine myself to a few brief remarks on 
the well-trained habits, the extreme tem¬ 
perance, the unostentatious endurance of 
poverty, the devoted attachment to their 
religion and countiy, which distinguish the 
Spanish peasantry over that of any region 
of the globe. They arc, in general, well- 
ordered and sober, moral and religious. No 
labourer goes to his daily toil until he has , 
supplicated the favour and protection of 
heaven; and, on the completion of his allot¬ 
ted duty, he returns into the bosom of his 
family, to enjoy its home-felt delights, Ilis 
diet is frugid and sparing, A bit of dry bread 
and a few grapes, or a slice of a water-melon, 
supply his breakfast; a plain dish of vegeta¬ 
bles, generally a sort of bean, boiled with 
the smallest morsel of bacon to flavour it, 
forms his dinner; and his drink is water, or 
the weak common >vines of the country, and ; 
that in a very moderate quantity. The lives 
of this interesting people are perfectly pa¬ 
triarchal, and form a striking contrast to 
the debauchery and the ruthiessness of the 
higher classes. Of their devoted patriotism 
and attachment to the land of their bhth, 
they gave the most splendid displays in their 
fruitless and disastrous straggles with tlie 
veteran armies of France during the Penin¬ 
sular War, 

Of the surpassing beauty of the Spanish 
women, language furuishes no adequate me¬ 
dium for its description. The lovely shape, 
the beautiful form, the large dark eye, aud 
its expressive glance, heightened by the soft 
blood-tinged olive hue of the glowing com¬ 
plexion, give to the Spanish beauty all the 
might and majesty of loveliness, and invest i 
her witli a commanding influence over the 
heart and the affections. Their dress—we ! 

speak of the era of the Peninsular war, and | 
that dress is the subject of the fond recol¬ 
lection of old “ Peninsulars^'—harmonizes 
with the beauty of their persons. The taste- 
fully-worked and vandyked basquina, or 
black silk petticoat, assuming all the grace 
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' of Ionian elegance m its foldings and forra^ 
by means of the small pieces of lead attaclied 
to its hem, and being bordered at the bot- 
' tom with black beads disposed into an open 
’ net-work, aflbrds the eye of the observer the 

j casual felicity of admiring the most beautiful 
I I symmetrical ankle and instep in the world. 

The mantilla of black or white kce gracefully 
* thrown over the head, and as gracefully con- 
! fined at the waist by the arms of the wearer, 

I imparts an interesting and imposing effect to 
I their fine forms. In their toilet, those peri- 
I . odical moultiiigs of dress which fashion else- 
I wdiere prescribes, is unknown. The Spanish 
I ladies dress all alike, and in the same style 
at all seasons of the year; a practice whidx 
I tends raucli to leave lasting and favourable 
I impressions on the mind of the observer, of 
I the form and fasemation of the wearer. 

I Those who have had the happiness of elicit- 
I ing the bewitchiugly-endearing tattle, the 
pretty lisp, the affectionate smile, the love- 
speaking look, can never disenchant their 
imagination of the recollection; it cannot 
I j but endure to the last moment of existence, 

I I liave said that the complexion of tlie 
Spanish ladies is a blood-tinged oiive, but 
j this is not invariable in Spain, 'rhough dark 
I hair and eyes are the general attributes of 
Spanish women, 1 have seen in the south 
ladies of the fairest and most delicate com¬ 
plexion; and in the mountainous districts 
. of nortliern Spain, particularly in the town 
of Vittoria and its neighbourhood, where 
the Viejos Christianos, the old Gothic race, 

I took refuge wdien their country was over- 
' run by the Sloors, the females have gen¬ 
erally blue eyes, fair tresses, and as soft and 
delicate a complexion as our owm lovely 
I countrywomen. 

In all parts of Spain, the dress, even of the 
I humble classes, is picturesque, and often 

I becoming. In some parts it is singular. 

At Santander and its vicinity, the peasant 
women wear round their necks gold chains, 

; from wdiicli are pendant crosses and other 
holy trinkets, such as the figures of the 
Virgin Mary and certain saints. These 
I constitute tlie fair damseFs dowry, who is 
j cousidered of greater or more moderate for¬ 
tune according to the size and splendoui' of 
her neck gear or vestiture ; so that a for¬ 
tune-hunting swain (for that genus of lovers 
abounds in all parts of the known habitable 
, w^orld), has never any occasion, wdiile he is 
making unbounded protestations of lus dis¬ 
interested motives, to set on foot a few little 
impertineut inquiries about the amount or 
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quantum of “ the muck and dross^^ to wliich 
his “ adored and adorable'' may be entitled. 

Sir Arthur Wellesley having, with con¬ 
summate generalship, both in the concep* 
tion and the execution, fulfilled his instruc¬ 
tions "to rid Portugal of the French,'' 
directed his attention to those measures by 
which he should also rid the entire Peninsula 
of the same horde of ravagers and despoilers, 
Receiving intelligence from major-general 
Mackenzie, that marshal Victor, after his 
overthrow of Cuesta, at Medellin, had 
crossed the Tagus, and had advanced to Gas¬ 
tello Branco; sir Arthur, stationing Beres- 
ford with 15,000 Portuguese at Fueute 
Guinatdo, to protect the Portuguese frontier, 
and directing Siiveira, with some regular 
troops and militia, to defend the northern 
provinces, in case Soult should make an , 
irruption, put the British army in motion i 
from Oporto, and eatablished his head- 
quarters, on the 7th of June, at Coimbra, * 
Here lie ivas joined by 5,000 fresh troops, j 
who had been drafted from militia regiments i 
in Eiigland. At this time, sir Robert 
Wilson was dispatched with the Lusitanian 
legion, 3,000 st;jong,otie Portuguese cajadore 
battalion, and two Spanish battalions, in the 
direction of Madrid, to act on Victor's rear, 
when the allied British and Spanish army 
should have brought him to action. 

The army w'as now encamped on the 
northern bank of the Douro, but was in a 
very sickly state, the men being young and 
unseasoned, aud having suffered greatly ^ 
from the harsliips and privations to w^hich ; 
they had been subject during the campaign, | 
and which were increased by their pay being i 
mnch in arrear. The consequence was 
insubordination and marauding; wliich 
were restrained only hy sir Arthur threaten¬ 
ing to send the offending regiments home, 
as a mark of disgrace, and ordering the 
regimental rolls to be called over every 
houi’, from sunrise to eight o'clock in the 
evening. Severe as the privations and dis¬ 
tress wei'c to which the army was subject, I 
these measures had the effect of introducing . 
order and discipline; and so noble a spirit 
quickly pervaded the army, that the men 
w’ere willing to endure any hardships, bear 
any privation, aud face any danger, if they i 
only saw their gallant and high-minded chief ! 
in the camp: their confidence in his tutelary ' 
genias was so uuboundeiL " When he ap- , 
peared, or placed himself near their ranks," i j 
says one who had an opportunity through- I ^ 
out the war of observing the conduct of the j 
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armjr^ 'Hhe spirits of the meu were raised 
to a frenzy of confidence. No matter how 
great the peril, the opposing force, or the 
diflQculty of the ground—^he being there, all 
was right, and though death stared the 
soldier in the face—open-jawed—almost 
certain to devour them—still he iiad faith 
and hope, and on he rushed. God only 
knows how he arrived at the point of liia 
ambittoaj for in front, it was through a 
deluge of fh'e, and in the rear, through a 
liver of blood; but, nevertheless, he. did 
arrive there/^ The confidence the army 
had in his talents and fortunes, is also well 
described by another witness of liis glorious 
exploits, IV'Uerever he was, tlie soldiers 
used to say, ^^Avel there he goes, boys: 
all^s right,'' And forwai'd they rushed, 
careless of dangers and numbers, driving 
the French out of the strongest aud most 
impregnable positions. Such was their 
fconfidence in hia talents and good fortune'— 
such their determination to conquer or 
perish. They well knew^ that where he 
w’as, the day of battle would be the day of 
victory. He was the life and soul of the 
army; it W'as supposed impossible but suc¬ 
cess must attend him. 

But to resume the narrative. As the ex¬ 
hausted state of Poiiiugal would not allow the 
obtaining of the neecssary maga 2 dncs and 
means of transport for the advauce of the 
army into Spain, arrangements w^ere entered 
into with the central junta, and the alcaides 
I of the villages of the fertile country in the 
Vera de Plasencia, for the supply of 20,000 
rations of forage and provisions; and the 
superinteudent-general, don Longano de 
Torres, was dispatched to sir Arthur to 
ratify the agreement. On the faith of that 
agreement, sir Arthur Wellesley, after 
having taken the precaution to secure his 
' left flank from the advance of the three 
corps-d'arniee, under Soult, Ney, and Mor- 
tier, which were on the other side of the 
Bejar mountains, by directing Eeresford 
to defend the Puerto de Perales, and in- 
I -ducing Ciiesta to order the marquess de la 
Reyna to adopt the same step at the Puerto 

* The descpiptian given of this testy old Spaniard 
is really a caneatuie on the military character t— 
“ When sir Arthur visited him at his head quartoxs 
at the Casa de Mirabete, he was lifted, for the pur¬ 
pose of accompanying the English, general in the 
review of his array, on his horse by two grenaihers, 
while one of his aideS“de-camp was ready on the 
other side to conduct his leg over the horse^s croup, 
and place it in the stirrup. 0 /1809, by 
the earl of Munster. Another mtelligent writer 


de Banos, those two passes being the only 
ones practicable for the passage of artillery ; 
he, with the view of joining Cuesta on the 
Tictai', and corabiniog with him au offensive 
movement on Madrid, on the 27th of June, 
marched from Abrantes, on both banks of 
the Tagus, towards the Spanish frontier} 
and on the 8t!i of July, established his 
head-quarters at Plasencia. But he had 
not proceeded more than seven marches 
from Gastello Branco, before lie found that 
no dependence was to be placed on the 
promises and engagements of the junta 
and the local authorities; who, witli the 
characteristic faitliicssness that had marked 
the w^hole of their proceedings with the 
British army throughout the Peninsular 
war, had not complied with any of tiJie con¬ 
ditions of their contract for the supply of 
the army. He had not only to struggle 
with promises broken, and engagements 
violated by the temporizing and deceitful 
juntas —" las applications and remonstrances 
having been answered with false excuses 
and false statements by the government 
and local authorities,"—but he had also to 
contend with the perverseness and obstinacy 
of Cuesta. When be visited, July 10th, 
that headstrong and stolid old man,^ at his 
head-quarters, neai* the Gol de Mirabete, 
before the junction of the two armies, and 
recommended to him to march and seke 
the bridge of Almarcz, and tlms, by throw¬ 
ing himself between tlie Frencli and Spanish 
armies, cut off the enemy's retreat on 
Madrid, the brilliant and masterly concep¬ 
tion was manned and frustrated by “ the 
bigoted and imbecile idiot whom he had 
for a colleague;" whose ignorance and 
perverseness he thus calmly and mildly re¬ 
proved in one of his letters :—The ob¬ 
stinacy of this old gentleman has tlirown 
aw'ay the finest opportunity tliat any army 
ever had." 

Failing of success in this recommendation, 
sir Arthur proceeded to arrange with the 
old gentleman" the plan of the campaign; 
when it was agreed that a siniultaneoas"ad¬ 
vance of tiie two armies should be made on i 

sayS| that his mental qualificaliona were on a par ■ 
with Ilia bodily weakness 1 and that his ifi^oranee ' 
of iniluary science was ecmailed only by his arro- i 
garice and presumption. He also informs us, that 
when sir Arthur visited him on the 23rd, at his 
bivouao on the Alberche, he presented a feature of 
mental and physical- inability which strongly in¬ 
dicated his apathetic sluggishness and obstinacy^ I 
1'he rest of tlie Spanish generals, except those of ! 
Irish or Swiss descent, were equally jncompetent, I 
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the 18th^ to dislodge Victor from his position 
iit Talavera de la Keyna^ to which place he 
had reti'catcdj on hearing of Souit's ex¬ 
pulsion from Oporto^ and in furtherance of 
an ari'angcd plan between him and Soult^ 
that while he opposed the British army, 
and its feeble allies under Cucsta in front, 
Soult, with Ney^s and MortieFs corps 
d^armee, should advance behind the Bejar 
mo^intaim, and, at the same moment, “fall 
altogetlier/' as Sonlt expressed himself, on 
the British army, and in Buonapai'te^s 
phrase, “crush it,^^ or at least intercept 
its retreat into Portugnh Pending these 
operations, Blake had been defeated, on the 
15th of July, at the village of Moria^- on the 
Huerba, and on tlie 18th at BeJcbitte, with 
great loss; many of his regiments having 
fled without firing a sliot. 

It havuig been agreed on between the 
British and Spanish chiefs, that the British 
army, supported by that under Cuesta, 
should move against Victor's corps, and 
that Vanegas and sir llobert Wilson slionld 
threaten lladrid, in order, if possible, by 
this demonstration, to di^aw off the attention 
of the corps under Joseph Buonaparte and 
Sebastiani, and thus prevent it from making 
any movement in conjunction with Victor; 
the English army, on the 17tb, broke up its 
cantonments from Piasencia; and, on the 
20thj both armies marched in two columns 
on Talavera. In his march from Oropesa, 
Cuesta's progress was impeded by Victor's 
rear-guard, at the village of Gamonah 
Tlicre, 2,000 cavalry, under Lautonr Mau- 
botirg, brought to a halt Zayas, with 15,000 
infantry and 6,000 cavalry, and treated them 
with so mueb contempt, that they never 
stirred from their position, until the head 
of the British columns appeared on their 
right. On reaching Talavcra, the allied 
army found that Victor had taken a position 
behind the Albercbe, where he remained, 
upparentiy regardless of the great force in 
liis front 

The reason that the French general ap¬ 
parently disregarded the large force op¬ 
posed to him, was, that the arrangement 
which had been made at the interview 
between sir Arthur Wellesley and Cuesta, 
that tlie attack should be delayed till the 
23rd, bad been betrayed to him by some 

• The French had the most contemptible opinion 
of Spanish courage anil discipline. The whole of 
the Spanish forces,” said Napoleon, in a communica¬ 
tion to one of his generals, ** arc not oapahle of 
heating 25,000 French troops in a reason able posh 
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of Cuesta's staff. There w^as something 
more than inertness,^' says Napier, “in 
Victor's halts,” At the time, secret nego¬ 
tiations were carrying on betwen the agents 
of Joseph Buonaparte and several of the 
most influential men in the patriot govern¬ 
ment, for tlie betrayal of the English army, 
while they were even mceiving money ami 
supplies from England, and that the Eng¬ 
lish aiToy was shedding its blood in the 
defence of Spanish independence. 

As it had been arranged that the enemy 
was to be attacked on tlie 23rd, the Englisli 
army w^as under arms at three o'clock in 
the morning; but wlieii sir Arthur Wellesley 
went to Cuesta's camp to make the final 
arrangements, he wm told that the Spanish 
general was asleep, and Iiad given orders 
not to be disfcni'bed before seven o'clock; 
and when he did awalce, lie, with his usual 
penrerseness and dogged disposition, re¬ 
fused to fight that day, because it was 
Sunday. Thus fettered and thwarted in all 
his operations, and despoiled of the op¬ 
portunity of advantageously attacking tlie 
iVeoch army, which remained in its inde¬ 
fensible position, perfectly regardless of the 
presence of the hostile armies, the English 
general was obliged to sooth and huraour 
the pride and aiTogance of bia intractable 
colleague. He invited him to accompany 
him in reconnoitring the enemy's position, 
and the selection of the battle-field. On 
the morning of the 21th, the old man came 
in a coach, drawn by six mules, and lia\iiig 
felt some inconvenience from the jolting of 
the carriage, as soon as he w^as removed out 
of the vehicle, lie threw himself on the 
ground, and immediately fell fast asleep* 
\^ictor having now fallen back to Santa 
Olalla, and thence towards Tornjos, on the 
reinforcements under Sebastiui and Joseph 
Buonaparte advancing to bis assistance; 
Cucsta, supposing that the French army 
was retreating before liim, determined on 
an immediate pursuit, and communicated 
his intentions to that effect to the English 
general. “ The towers of Madrid, nay, the 
Pyrenees themselves/' instantly flitted be¬ 
fore his vision; and probably tlie.stolid old 
man formed in his imagination a fancy 
picture of the marcli of his supercilious 
countrymen to Paris, and that he should 

tiou ” Bertliier, in a letter to Joseph BaonapartCt 
says ** Lkmpereur consirl^re qu’il u'y a de dangereux 
en que Ins Anglais; que le rest west de 

eanaille, emperor thinks the English alone 

are to be feared in Spain ; the rest are mere rabble.) 
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hav 0 the British army the passive spectators 
of his victories in his French crusade, as his 
foolish compatriots had vauntingly boasted 
to sir John Moore's ai^iny. Sir Arthur 
wariied him of the probable consequeDCes 
of his quixotic expedition, and pointed out 
the danger of the separation of the ai'mies; 
and as he could not diveii the headstrong 
old Spaniard from his purpose, he de¬ 
termined to afford him an asylum or place 
of refuge, from his certain discomfiture. 
On the evening of the 23rd, he sent a letter, 
apprising him that, at four o'clock in the 
morning of the 24thj two divisions of in¬ 
fantry, and a brigade of cavalry, under 
major-general Sherbrooke, would cross the 
I Alberche, and mai'ch to the attack of tlie 
right of the enemy's position, near the 
heights of Cazalcgas, By this information, 
the self-sufficient Spaniard, finding himself 
[ under the protecting wing of the British, 
in the fullness of Ins arrogant vanity and 
inflated pride/' crossed the Alberche on 
the 24th, and established his outposts at 
I'orrijos. Having, however, some percep¬ 
tion, from Sherbrooke's movements, that lie 
was likely to lose his protection, he, on the 
26th, ordered a retreat, to avoid the inevit¬ 
able consequences of Ivis headlong march to 
ruin } but before lie could withdraw his 
advanced guard, he was attacked, and the 
regiment of Villa Alciosa, which was drawn 
up in an enclosui^e, nearly suiTonnded by a 
ditch, was cut to pieces. Tlie fugitive 
troops escaped to Alcabon, w^here, recover¬ 
ing from their panic, a portion of them, in 
number 4,000 infantry and 2,000 cavalry, 
made a stand under Zayas; but as soon as 
the head of the French column appeared, 
they again took to flight towards Santa 
Olalla. The whole Spanish army was saved 
from total destruction, by Albuquerque re¬ 
tarding the pursuit with 3,000 fresh cavalry, 
and the opportune intervention of Sher¬ 
brooke, who placed his corps between the 
scared fugitives and their pursuei^s. By 
this preposterous proceeding, the Spanish 
army lost 4,000 men, and reached the 
Alberche in the greatest disordef. 

On the broken and bewildered columns 
coming to a halt, they were clustered, in the 
expression of their countryman, the duke of 
Albuquerque, like a rabble on a pilgri¬ 
mage," on a narrow slip of ground between 
the rivers Alberche and Tagxis, and the 
heights of Salinas, a position so indefensi¬ 
ble, that the first shot fired by the enemy 
would have been the signal of defeat. Sir 


j:\jrthur, foreseeing the consequence, had an 
interview, on the evening of the 26th, witli 
bis worthless and stupid ally, and earnestly 
conjured him, while Sherbrooke, was present 
to cover the movement, to withdraw across 
the Alberche, and take up his position at 
Talavera; and the headstrong old Spaniard 
being deaf to all entreaty, he again renew'cd 
his solicitations at daylight of tlie 27th, 
when Cuesta, having been previously in¬ 
formed that Sherbrooke was drawling olf his 
corps for the purpose of recrossing the Al¬ 
berche, sullenly consented ^ at the same 
time turning to his staff, and observing that 
sir Arthur's back w^as turned towards liim, 
boasted that ^'he had made the Englishman 
go down on his knees before he had con¬ 
sented to change his position." As soon as 
the headstrong Spaniard had recrossed the 
Alberche, and taken up his position in the 
line of battle, Sherbrooke recrossed the 
river. 

While the old Spaniard had been engaged 
in his quixotic expedition of pursuing the 
French, the British chief bad been occupied 
in selecting his battle-ground. For tliis pur¬ 
pose he made choice of a range of steep hills, 
or high grounds, extending about two miles 
from the left of the Tagus, having the city of 
Tdavera on the extreme right, and a com¬ 
manding hill on the leftj a valley of about sLx 
hundi'ed yards across intervening, tlirougli 
which the Portina rivulet, a tributary of the 
Tagus, flowed, separating the range of hills 
from the opposite rocky ridge of the Sierra 
de Montalbaii, The right of the line was 
almost an unassailable position, its fi'ont 
being protected by ditches, embankments, 
mud wails, and other obstacles; while the 
rear and flank were secured by a thick wood, 
in w'hich was a large mound on the left of 
the position, having a field->vork thereon. 
In front of the city were many olive groves 
and enclosures, adapted to cover and con¬ 
ceal any force that might be stationed there. 
From the centre of the line to the hill on 
the extreme left, the country was naked and 
open. Having chosen his ground, sir Arthur 
assigned the securest place to the Spaniards, 
an almost unassailable position, and re¬ 
served the post of danger and honour for 
his countrymen, namely, the naked and 
open country to the hill on the extreme 
left. The approach to Talavera by the To¬ 
ledo road, and all the avenues to the town, 
were defended by batteries. The right of the 
British army rested on the left of the Spanish, 
Campbell's division formed the right of the 
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Britisli linOj Sherbrooke's and the German 
legion the centre, HilFs division rested, en 
edwUdn, on the hill on the extreme left, and 
the eavalry in the rear, behin*] the mound 
which lay between the two divisions of the 
alhed army; all drawn tip in two lines, ex¬ 
cept Sherbrooke's dnsion, which was in 
single line, it being intended that Macken¬ 


zie s division, which Mras stationed in advance 
in the olive groves, near the Caaa de Salinas, 
for the purpose of covering tlie troops while 
taking up their positions in the line of bat¬ 
tle, should complete the formation. The 
divisions had scarcely taken up their battle- 
station, when the French columns were 
observed crowning the opposite heights. 


THE BATTLE OF TALA^^RA. 


Abovt two o'clock of the afternoon of the 
27tli, two columns of the enemy, headed by 
a cloud of voltigeurs, attacked one of the 
brigades of Mackenzie's division, which was 
posted, as before stated, in an advanced 
position in a w^ood on the right of the AL. 
berche; and the attack was so sudden and 
unexpected that sir Arthur, who had as¬ 
cended a tower at the Casa de Salinas, for 
the purpose of reconnoitring the enemy's 
position, was nearly captured. 

As the advance of the enemy against 
Mackenzie's division, which consisted of 
young battalions that had never been under 
fire, was un perceived, one brigade was 
thrown into disorder, and driven from its 
ground; a misfortune which was fm^ther 
increased by some of the regiments, from 
their inexperience, actually firing on one 
another; but the second brigade, consisting 
of the 45th and the fifth battalion of the 
60th, imdcr colonel Donkin, advancing to 
their support, they recovered their order, 

I and took up their ground in the main po¬ 
sition, while Donkin's brigade took position 
on Hill's post; the enemy at the same time 
falling back, and taking up liis original 
gi’ound. A body of light cavalry, supported 
by a cloud of voltigeurs, following close on * 
Mackenzie's rear-guard, now rode up to the 
Spanish line, to induce them to unmask 
their line of battle. Having discharged a 
few pistol-shots, and being answered by a 
discharge of the whole Spanish line, six 
thousand of the Spanish infantry, and the 
whole of the commissariat, being panic- 
struck with their own noise, threw away 
their arras, and took to flight; the adjutant- 
general, O'Douoghue, being amongst the 
foremost of the fugitives, and Cuesta in 
movement to follow the example. But sir 
Arthur, who was not above one hundred 
yards from the scene of confusion and flight, 
flanking the main ix>ad with a small detach- 
meut of Campbell's dirision, and addressing 
the fugitives in a soothmg and encouraging 


I tone, rallied the greater part of the fugitives, ’ 
I and bringing them back to their position, 
removed the panic which was widely spread¬ 
ing through the Spanish ranks. The ineflS- 
ciency, and often absolute cowardice, of the 
Spanish armies, are evident from the follow¬ 
ing expressioni of sir Arthur Wellesley;— 

“ The misbehaviour of the Spanisli troops 
before the enemy was constant and shame¬ 
ful/’ Whole corps, officers and men, ran 
off on the appearance of danger/' ; 

They have never, in a single instance, be- , 
haved as soldiers ought to do in the presence ' : 
of an enemy. They made no scruple of ^ 
running off in a body, and, after an action, 
were to be found in every village, and every 
shady bottom, 'within fifty miles of the field | 
of battle/' “We in England seldom hear 
of their defeats and flights; hut 1 have j * 
heard Spanish officers talking of nineteen or I 
twenty actions, all of the description of that j 
of Arzobispo, an account of wbidi has never 
been published/' “ Li the battle of Tala- ' 
vera, in which the Spanish army, with very 
trifling exception, was not engaged, whole 
corps threw down their arms, and ran off in | 
roy presence, tliough they were neither at¬ 
tacked, nor threatened with an attack, but i 
frightened with their own fire/' “I oannot ] 
say that they do any tiling aa it ought to be | 
done, with the exception of running away, i i 
and assembling again in a state of nature/' ' ^ 
In another place lie says, “the only safe 
places in wliich the Spaniards can be trusted ; 
are behind stone walls and strong entrench- i 
ments, and where they can neither betray i 
nor escape. Again—The Spaniards can | 

do nothing but stand still; and we consider 
ourselves fortunate if they do not run | 
away," lu another place he ironically says, i 
“The Spanish troops behaved admirably; ] 
they stood like stocks, quite immovable." : ' 
In his remonstrance to the British mimstry, 
respecting their proj ected design of withdraw- | 
ing a portion of the veteran battalions serring 
in the south of Fmncc, for the purpose of 
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seuclhig tliem on an expedition to Germanj-j j 
I and Teplacmg them with drafts from tiie 
j militia^ the duke cautioned them on the 
j corisequeucea of lea^illg “ a handful of brave 
f men to the doubtful exertions and inefficient 
I discipline of Spanish troops, long experience | 

I having taught me that if Spaoisli troops 
can be trusted anywhere, it is behind stone¬ 
walls and deep trenches, and remaining still 
there.” lint one of the most emphatic 
proofs of his opiuicTi of the worthlessness of 
I their military character is to be found in his 
sarcastic irony on their conduct at the battle 
f of ToulousCj where, with their characteristic 
presumption^ they requested to lead the 
battle; but they no sooner in position 
I to put into execution an lionoiir to which 
I they Jiad not the slightest pretension, than 
they wei-c driven by the French, panic- 
struck, ill headlong flight, like a flock of 
sheep before the ivolf,—a scene which drew 
the ironical reproof from the British chief, 
that he had seen many curious siglits, hut 
never before saw ten thousand men nmning 
a race.” 

It may be said that the encomiums passed 
on the good-wiir and courage of the Spa¬ 
niards in the official despatches published by 
the government aj'c at variance with the 
above declarations in the English generaVs 
rivate correspondence; but then it should 
e recollected that it was wisdom to give to 
that perverse people^- credit for a virtue of 
which they were destitute, in the hope that 
they might thus be tempted to desen^e for 
tlie future the praise gratuitously bestowed 
on them. 

if Every action, every proceeding,” says 
the author of The Hisioty of the War m the 
I Peninsula^ during the six years that the 
! *war lasted, proved the triitli that the Spanish 
' troops were incapable of defending tbfeh* 

1 cDimtry,^’ In another part of his excellent 
, work, the same author, speaking of their 
j never-ending defeats, adds, '' they were in- 
I capable of ohtaiuing, and consequently Ln- 
' capable of losing mihtaiy reputation,” 

"When the Spanisli leaders and officers gave j 
^ expression to their insubordination, because 
I the E nglish commander-iu* cliicf had ordered 
j the Spanish troops to march to the Bastan, in 
the rear of the allied army, as a punishment 
for their misconduct in the forcing of the 
French intrenched camp in front of Bayonne, 
on the 0th of Novembev, as also pn account 
of their murder and pillage of tlie French: 
peasantry on the borders of France, he told 
them, that he would withdraw the British 
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I army from all union and coinmimication with 
tlicm, ami that then they would not be able 
to remain in France a few days.” Napier, 
when speaking of the licentiousness and out¬ 
rages of the Spanish troops, under ^IiirillOj 
Freirc, and Mina, committed in the south 
of France, admits, that " they were more 
dangerous than useful” to the English army, [ 

After the sorry affaii* of O^Donoghiie and 
Ids fugitives, no movement was made by #ie 
enemy, until just as the shades of twBight I 
began to make objects indistinct; when 
Victor, considering the heights on wdiicli 
HilFs division w^as posted the key of the posi¬ 
tion, and apprehending that if he could carry 
it the battle-ground of the English army 
would be untenable, ordered Lapisse to 
make a feint on the centre, to serve as a 
diversion in favour of the main object of 
attack; while Kuffin's and Yillatte^s divi¬ 
sions advanced under the protection of a 
heavy cannonade on the whole of the Eng¬ 
lish line, against that paii of Hill^s position 
which was then occupied by the brigade 
of colonel Donkin. 

These divijpons, encoimagcd by the report 
of the Spanish panic, advanced to the at¬ 
tack with the confidence and impetuosity of i 
men to whom war and victory had been 
familiar things; some of them, as they ap- [ 
proached the English, calling out, that they j 
were deserters from tlie German legion; 
others vociferating ^*Yivan los valorosos 
Ingleses ! and all desiring the British 
troops not to fire, as they were Spaniards. : 
By this rn^e de ^ierrej they tiirned the jeft 
of Donkin^s brigade, and gamed the Iiill ! 
in its rear; but the brigade discoveriog its , 
error, and being supported by the 29th . 
regiment, the first battalion of the 48th, 
and tlie first battalion of detachments 
under Hill, the whole force poured in a 
destiTictive fire, and iiiimediatcly charging 
wUh the bayonet, drove their assailants 
down the hill with great slaughter. At 
midnight, the attack was renewed with 
increased fury, but was gallantly repnlsetl: 
the assault being made and met with the ■ 
greatest spirit, the combatants wore scarcely i 
tw'enty yards, at any period of tlie fight, 
from each other; the hill the whole time I 
sparkling with incessant flashes of musketry. ! 
While this attack w^as going forward, a fake 
one was made as before stated, against the ! 
German legion. 

Each ai'my bivouacked for the night, 
which was one of watchfulness and alarm, 
on tlie ground which it bad occupied during 
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I thcj.dayi .the Eiiglisli troops slept with 
their arms beside theiHj the cavalry ^rith 
the bridles of their horses round theh' armsj 
anticipating a fiercer and a bloodier day^** 
oa the morrow* The condition of the 
English army w^as very wretched* The 
men were suftering much from hunger ; a 
few ounces of wheat in the grain forming 
I the whole of their sustenance—and such 
had been their fai^e for some days—^sir 
I Arthur not having furnished himself with 
magaziueSj depending on the fulfilment of 
the contracts he had entered into with the 
Spanisli government* A morsel of breads 
and seme pure water/'' says one of the suf- 
ferersj ^Mvould have been considered luxuri¬ 
ous fare on the battle-field of Talavera/^ 
During the night, another uuaccotmtable 
panic took hold of the Spanish army^ which, 
probably alanned by the movements of one 
of those arumals SaDclio Panza loved, ^vliile 
browsing among the olive trees, thinlcmg 
that the French were in the midst of their 
unassailable trenches, poured foi’th a roll 
of musketry along the whole of their line, 
and immediately three battalions, alarmed 
at tlieh own noise, took to them heels*” 
The idle noise” was taken up by some of 
the inexperienced battalions, drafts from the 
militia, of the British army; and the con¬ 
sequence was, they shot several of their 
, own officers and men who were at the out¬ 
posts. 

Soon after day-break, on the morning of 
the 28th, a cannon-shot fi'om the centre of 
I the^ enemy's line, was the signal for the 
advance of Lis columns, anti the opening of 
I all his guns. A shower of balls instantly 
I tell in all parts of the English line; and 
luider cover of the smoke, two strong 
columns of chosen troops ascended ndth 
tlie most resolute hearing, the hill on the 
extreme left. Again and again they pressed 
forward to within a few paces of the summit, 

* AVhile the French were advancingi the following 
memorable circumstance occurred* Its detail in the 
identical words of the origiaai narrator wdil, no 
doubt, he the most interesting to the reader*^ During 
the second day of the battle of Talavera, a 'Spanish 
officer rode up to me, and inquired, “If I was one of 
the English generals As 1 wen only a colonel of 
the staif, I said, “ No _i hut that I eommarided the 
brigade then engaged in our immediate front*” He 
answered—I am sent by the duke of Albuquerque 
to desire that sir Arthur'tVellesley may be informed 
that the Spanrsb. general will afford him no assistance 
in this battle, and that he is in communication with 
the encniy*” As the enemy was at the time making 
repeated and vigorous attacks on our left, in which 
my brigade was. I was not able to commnnicate the 
inteiligeflee to the commander-in-chief until the lapse 
106 


[a.d* 1809. 

and struggled hard for a foating, but they 
were repulsed and baftied ia all their at- 
tempts, by the closely delivered volleys, and 
rapid charges of the English, leaving the 
ground covered with slain. 

A pause in the work of death now took 
place, from uhie o'clock till mid-day, on ac¬ 
count of the extreme sultriness of the 
weather, and that Joseph Buonaparte was 
engaged in a council of war with Jourdau, 
Victor, and Sebastiani, as to the ulterior 
measures they should adopt* By virtue of a 
sort of tacit truce, a cessation of hostilities 
took place; and in the interim, tlie French 
army was engaged in cookiiig and eating 
their dinner; while the English army, Iiav- 
iiig none to cook, ate their very scanty* 
modicum of nature's imsophisticatctl gifts; 
namely, a few handfuls of wheat which 
they bruised between atones, handed 
from one man to tho other. During 
the portentous calm wliich Lad suspended 
the work of death and destruction, many 
men of hotli armies straggled down to the 
Portina rivulet, which at that season of the 
year was only a muddy stream, and then 
ensauguined with the bodies of the slain, 
which were lying in it. There, and at the 
well at the foot of tlie Gata chain, which was 
also surrounded by the men of both nu- 
tions,—imitating the gentle comtesy of the 
heroes of the Iliad, who shook hands and 
exchanged weapons in the horn* of contest,— 
they passed tlic interval in social intercourse 
and mutual good ivishes, exchanging the con¬ 
tents of their canteens and calabashes, as 
tokens of good felloirship and respect, w liich 
proofs of mutual poiimge Lad inspired, and 
w liich brave men know howto value in a l>rave ! 
enemy, till the rolling of the drums along the I 
whole French line, and the roar of the signal ] 
guns, recalled them to the posts of duty and | 
allegiance.* All were again engaged in the I 
great and glorious game of war, and the j 

of balf-an-Iiour; when I found him surrounded by 
his own staff and that of general Hill Sir *»Vtthur : 
hearing that somebody was waiting to make a report, 
desired that I might go to him, I fotiud him sitting 
on a low stones hxs elbows resting on his knees, wim 
his two hands flat on his face, each on one cheek, and 
his eyes looking out sharply beyond his two little 
fliigers. I have seen the duke in this position at | 
table more than once since* On my going up to ' 
him he luiwed his w hole person as he sat towai'ds | 
me, and in the calmest manner, but with quickness, i 
said—“ Well, what have you to say I then re¬ 
peated to him the message 1 had recelYed. Sir ] 
Arthur, without removing Im hands, or showing the 
least sign of surprise, answered—" Oh, verj^ well; 
you may go back to your brigade.” Not a motion 
indicated the slightest agitation ; hut calmly turning 
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goddess of arms lidtl up the dazzUug prize 
of Yictory to the vieiY of the rival com- 
j hatauta^ as the reward of superior prowess 
I and skill. 

1 During the suspension of hostUities, sir 
Arthur remedied liis omission of uot having 
oceupied the hill of the Oata cliahi, which 
was further on his extreme leftj and sepa¬ 
rated from it hy a deep valley; but which 
at the time of his taking up his positiou, 

I had been deemed too distant to have 
I any influence on tlie position^ by atationing 
a body of cavalry^ and Bassecoui^^s brigade, 
(which he had iudticed Cuesta to send him 
as a corps of observation)^ on the plain or 
valley between the two hills. He had 
scarcely eflected this change, when, under 
the protection of a furious tem^jest of balls 
and bullets from 80 pieces of artillery, and 
of clouds of voltigeurs, four heavy columns 
were observed advancing, to make a simul¬ 
taneous attack oil the right and centre of 
the English lino: the first against Campbelhs 
division; the second against Slierbrooke's; 
the third against ilackenaie^s and the Geis 
man legion; and the fourth, accompanied by 
a mass of cavalry, against HilPa division on 
the hill ; each column not deploying into 
line, till it had gained the snmrait of the 
ridge, except that against Sherbrooke, 
which advanced partly in line and partly in 
column. 

When the first column under Sebastiani 
was within a few paces of Camphell^a divi¬ 
sion, it was received with a shattering vol¬ 
ley, and its flanlcs being at the same mo¬ 
ment assailed with a lapping fire from the 
flanks of Campbell^s line, it was, by a firm 
charge of the bayonet, driven back with 
great slaughter; and a battery of ten guns 
was taken. Bat Campbell prudently resolviug 
not to break his line by a pursuit, the enemy 
rallied on their supports, hut in the act of 
making head for another attack, were so 

himself back, he a^ain directed his view- to the 
battle.” {of atr Mufam 

DonktUt to tho United Service Joumalp Jbr 1830.) 
The fallowing anecdote, on tho occasion of the battle 
of Waterloo, confirms this remaik* At three o^clock 
in. the morning of the 18th of Jane, while the ti'oops 
were snatcliing abrief repoeeitlie duke was employed 
in writing three letters (two of which were In French) 
to sir Chai'les Stewart, the duke of Berri, and the 
governor of Antwerjj, calmly describing his situation, 
and expressing unshaken confidence in the result of 
tlio approaching battle. The author of Twelve Yearu* 
Militury AdveMurCt says, that a eavahry officer told 
him that he had been sent express, one night, 

* a distant part of the army, with information of a 
sudden movement of the enemy, which w as supposed 
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vehemeutly battered by the English artillery 
and musketiy, that they fell Ijack in dis¬ 
order. 

While the battle was thus won on the 
right, Yilatte^a dirision, supported by 
Maiihourg^s cavalry and two batteries of 
eight guns each, was advancing against the 
lelt of the line, to tuni lOU's division, which 
had been akeady so fiercely contested; when 
Anson^s brigade, consisting of the 23rd 
regiment of light di'agoons and 1st German 
hussai3, which had been posted in the val¬ 
ley, being ordered to charge the head of 
those columns, the 23rd, under major 
Somerset, rushing forward impetuously, tell 
over the brink of a deep ravine or dry ivater- 
course, which the long waving state' of the 
grass concealed from thek view, and both 
men and horses were precipitated over one 
another in dreadful confusion. Nowise dis- 
comaged by this untoward accident and tho 
destructive fire wliich the French, who had 
thrown their columns into solid squares 
(partly formed against the side of a house 
within gun shot of the British left, and pro¬ 
tected hr sixteen guns), poured in upon 
them, they mounted the opposite bank in 
twos” and “ threes,” and being reformed by 
major Ponsonby, dashed through the inter¬ 
vals of the French squares, under a deadly 
blaze of fire—rushed on a brigade of chas¬ 
seurs drawn up in the rear—and cutting the 
fii^t line in two, attacked the second line. 
The French being assisted by the advance oj^ 
some Polish lancers and Westphalian light 
hoi’se, the gallant remains of the 23rd, after 
having lost above the hiilf of its men and 
officers, repassing through the interval.3 of 
the French columns, again formed in the 
rear of Fauces brigade of heavy cavalry in 
the valley, whose advance had been counter- • 
manded on observing the discomfiture of 
“the 23rd.'^ The 1st German Hussars on 
seeiug the calamitous condition of the 

to be of great consequence* The duko received Mm 
while In bed, heard the comraunieatioTi, asked a few 
questions, and then sajing ** AU's right,” fell back , 
on his pillow, and resumed his repose. As sir Rufane 
Donkin observes in his coramunieation above stated, | 
instances of the duke’s coot and imperturbable self- J 
possession were of daily oceiirrence duri ng the Pen in- i 
suiar war i the feeling was habitual to him. ' 

• The daring and desperate charge of the 23r(I 
dragoons, says a correspondent of the United Service 
Journalf was the subject of eulogy in the French 
army, “ who are alwajrs more dis]iosed to give the 
due measure of praise to the gallant bearing of the 
English, than their own countrymen ai^e.” In mili¬ 
tary circles, the following anecdote is current, as the 
cause of the escape of the remnant of the%egiment 
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33rd di^agoous, liad reined up and retired. 
During tliis exploitj the attack on 
position was repulsed with the same success 
as had attended that on the right. Botli 
sides displayed the same undaunted courage 
' aud resolution* The Frencli columns ad¬ 
vanced close up to the English line^ but 
were &o_ vigorously eneoimteredj that they 
fell back in disorder, leaving the hill covered 
with their dead, dying, wounded, and ex¬ 
hausted comrades. 

While these terrible conflicts were going 
on in the British wings, the battle raged 
in all its fury in the centre, being assailed 
by Lapisse^s division, which advanced under 
the destructive fire of fifty pieces of heavy 
artillery* Though fearful chasms were made 
by the tempest of cannon bails in the 
British ranks, the enemy was received with 
,i close and well directed volleys, and being 
I charged with the bayonet, their whole line 
I broke, and they were hurled in confusion 
^ down the steep* In this struggle the bri- 
I gadc of guards quitting their hues, in the 
I victorious excitement, and the hcadiong 

I from the great force wldi wliicb it was surrounded:— 

I A German trumpeter, who had deserted from the 
enemy a few days before the battle, and had enrolled 
I himself in the 23i'd| seeing there waa no possibility 
I of escape, and aware of tlio punishment that awaited 
J liira if talcen, ruslied towards the trumpeter of the 
' 23rd dragoons, exclaiming in the most agitated tones, 
** Gif me de trumpet, gif me de trumpet V" and at the 
' same time snatching it as it hung loosely at the 
lish trumpeter’s side, blew with shrill and loud note's, 
the French order to retreat” The enemy, on heal¬ 
ing it, supposing tliat some part of the ai'iny was in 
danger, retreated; and in the meantime tlie survivors 
of the 23id rejoined their own army. Among the , 
survivors was the late lord William Itussell, who was 
murdered by his Swiss valet, 

• Tlic commanding officer of this regiment was the 
gallant old colonel Douellan, who, having his knee 
dreadfully shattered by a ball, while leading his regi- 
nient at double-(|uick time, beckoned the next officer 
in command, major Middiemore, and, though suffer¬ 
ing excruciating pain from the wound, taking off his 
hat, resigned the command, as formally as if he had 
been on fee parade of a bamck-gronhd. Like the 
rest of the wounded, he was allowed by the ungrate¬ 
ful Talaverans to lie in the ; but a mortifica¬ 

tion of tlie limb ensuing, he was released by deatli 
from his sufferings. When, on Cuesta’s disgraceful 
and culpable abandonment of the British hospital, 
the French entered Talavera, some of the French 
officers who bad witnessed the gallant hearing of the 
deceased during the action, as a testimonial of their 
admiration and esteem, conveyed him in a cloak to 
the ^ot of his gallant exploits, and buried him with 
all the honours of war. That gallant soldier was as 
distinguished for his eccentricity as for his officer- 
iike and gentlemanly hearing* He was styled in the 
tkTiny " the last of the powderers;” an appellation 
acquired from the circumstance of his persevering m 
hisexhilwtionof thegood oldcauMow^ head; w&ch 


jmsion of fights hotly pursued the enemy 
into the plain, but being assailed in liniik 
with a tempest of grape from the batteries, 
and at the same time attaoked by the 
cnemj^ who had faced about, and* their I 
supporting columns and cavalryj they were ' 
thrown into great disorder, in which the 1 
German legion, who had followed their * 
example, participated, so that all the 
mounted officers and about oOO privates 
were killed or wounded* Sir Arthur, to 
remedy the disaster, ordered the 48tli regi¬ 
ment, which he had kept in hand, to ad¬ 
vance to their support, and that gallant 
regiment wheeling back by companies, and 
aHowing the guards and Germans to retire 
through the openings, immediately wheeled 
into line, and delivering a vreU directed and 
closely telling fire, arrested the advance 
of the enemy* la the interim, the guards 
and German legion having recovered their 
formation, the r^-formed line ruslied forward 
with a loud hu^za—^w hicli was answered with 
a thrilling cheer, the earthquake voice of 
victory/' by the whole of the line of the 

he considDred essential a part of the soldier’s cos¬ 
tume as tfmt of the sw'ord aud sash* Jack boots and 
white buckskin breeches were also tlie objects of his 
adoyatioii; and when grey overalls and Wellingtons 
were ordered to be substituted, he pertinaciously 
adhered to his favourite costume. The eccentricities 
of that true son of Mars often occasioned many laugh¬ 
able circumstances* Among those fondly held in 
remembrance by the survivors of the regiment, the 
following is not the least interestingThe battalion 
which he commanded first, and for the longest time, 
was the second, but Ire was promoted to the first on a 
vacancy occurring; an occurrence which occasioned 
him for some time to lose siglit of his favourite por- 1 
tion of the regiment* Prior to the battle of Talawra, j 
sir Arthur AVcllesley reviewed the British army in 
the presence of Cuesta and his staff, in compliment 
to tlio exhibition of tlie Sjjanish army having been 
displayed to him on the junction of the allied forces* ' 
As tho respcclive staffs rode down the Hue, every 
soldier stood jjerfecUy motiouless, not even a movi 
ment of a facial muscle Ijeing observable. All of a 
sudden, however, a bustle and a muxmiir weio re¬ 
marked in the second battalion of the 48th ; its line 
had lost its usubI statue-like appearaneei and caps 
and heads, and tongues and hands, seemed to be 
undergoing an electric shock* This breach of flkci- 
pline ill that distinguished corps was caused by the 
sight of their old commander riding amongst the 
staff-ofiicers, in his stift white leathers, his cauliilow^er 
head, and square cocked hat. The men were tliose 
he bad formerly commanded, and the sight of him 
had given rise to the murmurs of There goes oM 
Chaney" God bless the old hoy long life to 
him / and similar ebullitions of tlieir esteem and 
affection. The explanation of tho cause of these 
merited, but rallier out-of-place expressions appeased 
sir Arlliur’s chagrin; and all were delighted as Old, 
Charley” waved his hat, in cordial salutation of his* 
old Jjiends, and in return for their compliment* 
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army—against the enemyj whose battalions 
in all pai*ts of tlieir line having been already 
shattered and disordered, and their slain 
strewed along the gallant front of the Eng¬ 
lish in fearful numbers, retreated, under 
cover of the smoke of their artillery and nu¬ 
merous cavalry, to the rear of their original 
position ; having been repulsed at all points, 
and leaving in the hands of the conquerors, 
seventeen guns, with two tumbrils and am¬ 
munition, Seventeen thousand stand of arms 
were found on the field of battle, and several 
silk standards, their eagles which had been 
made to unscrew, so that the standard- 
bearers, when hard pressed in the pursuit 
might pocket them, having been taken oflF* 
Near the termination of the battle, which 
closed about six in the evening, a mcianclioly 
scene occurred. The dry grass and leaves 
which lay upon the groiiiid, becoming ignited 
from the cartridges and wadding that had fal¬ 
len upon them, a volume of flame spread itself 
ever hundredsof acres,mvolvinginthe confla¬ 
gration many of the wounded of both armies. 

Tlie loss of the British was two generals, 
31 officers, and 761 sergeants and privates 
killed; three generals, 193 officers, and 
3,718 sergeants and privates wounded; nine 
officers, and 6-13 sergeants and privates 
missing. That of the Trench was, accord¬ 
ing to their own returns, 944 killed, 6,294 
wounded, and 156 prisoners; but sh Arthur 
Wellesley^s estimate, about one quarter of 
their army,^^ was nearer the troth, and this 
supposition is confirmed by the French war- 
office statement, of 8,794 men lost. The 
Spaniards retm'iied their loss in the action 
as 1,200; but no credit was given to the 
account, as they had scarcely been engaged 
in the battle. The gi'cat loss which the, 

• When the motion was made hi both houseii of 
for a vote of thanks for the battle of 
so sternly fotiglit, so hai’dly won,” there 
were men to be found there who, to adopt T^apier^a 
indignant reproof, considered the merits of him, 
who had deiivered Portugal,- cleared Galicia and 
Estremadurn, and obliged a hundi’ed thousand veta* 
rans to abandon the offensive, and concentrate about 
Madrid, nought; his actions silly, presumptuous, 
rash; his campaign one deserving not reward, but 
punishment.” Tne same malignant and villifying 
spirit was indicated by a portion of the public press, 
and the cuolcoo-note of ignorant and presumptuous 
reprehension of his military knowledge was taieti up 
and. re-echoed by the sages of the corporation of the 
city of London. The common council in their peti¬ 
tion to parliament for inquiry (dated February 26tb, 
1810), presumptuously described his conduct as ** ex¬ 
hibiting, with equal rashness and ostentation, nothing 
but useless valour.” But presumption and ingratitude 
of the hind were not confined to English corpora¬ 
tions. The duke of Albuquerque met with the 
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Talavera, “ 


English army had suffered was chiefly occa- , 
sioned by the murderous and overwhelming 
fire of the Fi'ench artillciT, several regi- , 
Tiients which had been seai'cely engaged | 
having suffered nearly equal loss with those ' 
that bore the brunt of the battle. Two i 
balls perforated sir Arthur Wellesley^s coat, ! 
and a spent ball struck him on the shoulder. 
On the evening of the 27th a cannon-ball 
struck off the branch of a tree just above 
his head. The danger to which he had 
been exposed may be inferred from the fol¬ 
lowing observation in a letter to the duke of 
Richmond:—All my staff have either been 
hit, or have lost then horses.^"'^ 

Tlve English army consisted of near 19,000 
men, and the French army, according to 
the returns of the w'ar-offiee at Paris, to 
56,174 men. But only 38,000 of the French 
and IfijOOO of the English were engaged in 
the battle; the reserves on both sides were 
not brought into action. Thus, to adopt 
the words of the author of Tke History of 
the War in the Penirnida^ 16,000 English 
soldiers,^^ the greater part raw and iuex- | 
perienced, as the 87th, the 88th, &c,, a 
large proportion of which had just been 
drafted from the militia, and of which they 
bore evident marks on their knapsacks and 
accoutrements, ^Svorsted 38,000 French, | 
who were all hardy veterans/^ and who, 
moreover, were troops who had no misgiv'- 
ings from having witnessed English courage 
and felt English bayonets at Roiiga, Vi- 
miera, Corunua, or Oporto. . TIlus had the 
battle of Talavera been bravely fought and I 
nobly and wliich, according to Sarra- 

acknowledgment, ^^avaitrepanduTeffroi 
dans Parmee Franyaise.” 

The English army bivouacked on the | 

same requital from tlie municipal body of Cadiz, for 
his gallant and patriotic services in saving that city 
from the grasp of the French. When that true 
patriot demanded clothing for his gallant corps, the 
miinicipality of that city (though the sordid and 
mercenary varlets had 700 pieces of cloth in their 
possession), refused to grant a single suit, imlil an 
order should emanate from the regency for the pur¬ 
pose, os they would then he eatitled to a commission 
on the ti'ansaciion. Albuquerque petitioned the 
regency for the purpose, and was directed by them 
to publish his memorial, which so exasperated the | 
abject-souled municipal authorities, that they resorted 
to every species of calumny and virulence that malice 
and disappointed avarice could devise.^ Albuquerque, 
in the agony of his soul at the ingratitude and base¬ 
ness of his contemptible countrymen, renounced^ his 
office of governor of Cadiz, and declined to continue 
in his military command. That illustrious patriot 
and real soldier died of a broken heart in England, 
while he was executing the office of ambassador 
from the Spanish government 
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iield of battle dunng the Biglit, m a very 
cbeerlsas state^ being on the verge of abso¬ 
lute famine^ and the night was very damp 
and chilly. In the course of the night the 
enemy passed the Alberche, leaving their 
wai^h-firea blaming along the whole front of 
their lines^ and took up a defensive position 
on the heights of Salmas.^ On the follow¬ 
ing morning the 43rd, 53nd, and 95th 
rifles, under major-general Eoberfc Craii- 
furd, reached the field of battle. In their 
advance, having met 6,000 of the panic- 
struck Spaniards, who told them that the 
I English had been defeated and Wellesley 
^ killed, and were fleeing before tlie French, 
the gallant band, desirous of sharing in the 
peril of their countrymen, made a forced 
march of sixty-two miles in the course of 
twenty-six hours, without a single halt—an 
effort of endurance unequalled in military 
annals. The 29th and 30th were employed 
in establishing the hospitals, and endea¬ 
vouring to obtain food; for, as has been just 
observed, the army was on the verge of 
famine, though plenty abounded in Cuesta^s 
camp, and that the cellars of Talavera con¬ 
tained a sufficiency of corn and provisions 
for a nionth'a consumption. Wlien the 
wounded were carried into the town, the 
inhabitants mhumanly refusing to receive 
them into their houses, and the civic autho¬ 
rities to grant any medical aid for the relief 
of their suffering protectors, they were ob¬ 
liged to rest on the pavement of the streets 
and squares, without aid or assistance. To 
sir Arthur Wellesley^s application to Cuesta 
and the magistrates of the city, to famish 
rations for the troops, a positive refusal was 
given, until the Britisli chief threatened to 
retreat into Portugal. And the inhumanity 
and ingratitude of Cuesta and the people of 
Talavera were not confined to the refusal of 
food and medical aid to those who had slicd 
their blood and sacrificed their limbs iu their 
defence, but they refused to assist in bury¬ 
ing the dead, and soon after the termination 
of the battle they were actively employed in 
stealing the arms, ammunition, clotiiiiig, 
and money of the sick and wounded, and in 
stripping the bodies of the dead on the field 
of battle. To prevent their knocking out 
the brains of the wounded French, (wffiicli i 
they did wherever they could), sentries were 

* The reason that Victor, with the first corps 
d'arm^e, oiacle his stand at Salinas was, for the 
purjjose of falling on the rear of the English army 
when Sou it had approached its position, after liaving 
passed the Puerto de Bauos, and compelled it to ' 
retreat. When they found that it had escaped out 
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^ placed on the field, with orders to fire on 
the ofTenders. But cruelty was congenial 
to and inlierent in the nature of that people. 
On the retreat of the French from before 
the Spanish intrenchments on the 27th, 
their dastardly enemies were observed to be 
busily employed in stabbing and maiming 
the wounded and dying, whom they had 
feared to close with w^hen nnmaimed and 
unhurt, 

"In the battle of Talavera, the Spanish 
army, with very trifling exceptions, was not 
engaged. Basseeour's corps was stationed 
on our left, and was kept in check through¬ 
out the day by one Pi^ench battalion/^* Tt 
needed but a forward movement on the part 
of the Spaniards to render this hardly won, 
but sitiguJarly splendid victory, as decisive 
as any on record. Had it been possible to 
move them from the right of their line, so 
as to have gained the flanks of the French, 
bne-half of the French army must have been 
sacrificed. But neither Cuesta nor his troops 
were capable of the eliange of a position in ! 
the face of an enemy; and therefore to ' 
attempt to manoeinTe them, however sim¬ 
ply, would have thrown them into confu¬ 
sion ; and a second panic, such as that of 
the 27tli, would have led to the most disas- 
tmns consequences.^^ Again, while expres¬ 
sing his admiration of the English generaVs 
moral courage in accepting battle with such 
a coadjutor as Cuesta/^ Thiers properly ob¬ 
serves, that, had Jourclan^s plan of carrying 
the key of the position (namely, tlie height 
oeeupied by Hill,) succeeded,"the‘English 
general was prepared to neutiulizc the flaiik 
attack by a change in front, as by his left 
wing and cavahy lie w'ould have been en- | 
abled to keep tlie enemy in check, while his 
right, marching on the position abandoned 
by the French, would have cut the enemy 
off from the Alberchc; and sir Arthur would 
have effected a junction with Vanegas and 
sir Kobert WUson's corps; and ihe results | 
would have been, that Madrid and Toledo 
must have fallen into the possession of the | 
allies; and before Soult could have united ' 
mth Joseph, the allies would have obtained j 
a new line of operations through the fertile j 
country of La Mancha. I 

Cuesta now, that the fighting was over, 
reared Ins abject head/^ and assuming 

of the tolls they had been wearing for its destruction 
by its retrograde movement from Takvera^ it was 
then Soullk dejiign to intercept its retreat on Por¬ 
tugal by the boat*bridge of Almarez. 

* Sec sir Arthur Wellesley’g letter to the duke of 
Richmond.— G urwood^s Despatches. 


LIFE ANT) CAlMBAIHlSrS OF THE 































' A.B. 1809J DUKE OF WELLINGTON. [milit^iry courtesies. 


I the part of the Roman generalj hegan to 
decimate the runaways from his strong en¬ 
trenchments, The victims to his unappe^- 
I able wrath were numerous; but on the in¬ 
tercession of sir Arthur Wellesley, lie re- 
decimated them, and limited his higli^ and 
indignant sense of violated Spanish military 
renown to the immolatiou of five officei^s and 
thirty privates. 

The kindly and generous feeling displayed 
at the rivulet Portiua, and the well at the 
foot of the Gata Chain, by the hostile 
troops during the suspension of the battle of 
Talavera, was exhibited on several other oc¬ 
casions. On the moiming after the battle 
of Busaco, the men of both armies were to 
he seen (luenching^ their thirst in the same 
narrow stream, and even leaning over to 
shake hands. Diuiug the movements pre¬ 
ceding the battle of Salamanca, while each 
army was on the opposite banks of the 
Donro, the soldiers of tlm hostile armies 
used to bathe together in the same stream, 
and to exchange their rations in token of 
amity and good fellowship. The men of! 
both armies often passed the Douro, and 
held friendly intercourse in groups. During 
those conventional civilities, the arrange¬ 
ments were so perfectly amicable, that they 
not only made interclianges of presents, but 
the English took charge of the love letters 
of such of the French who had been pri¬ 
soners of war in England, to be scut through 
the English army posts to their sweethearts 
there.^ Of the friendly intercourse and 
gcncrou^ feeling generally subsisting be¬ 
tween the outposts of the adverse armies 
I during the Peninsular campaigns, the fol- 
I lowing incident is an illustration. Lord 
Wellingtonj desirous to ascend a hill in pos- 
I session of the French near Bayonne, ordered 
the nflenien who composed his escort to 
drive the French away. Observing them to 
steal up the ascent more cautiously than he 
thought was necessary, he ordered them to 
fire. No firing,” cried one of the generous 
soldiers, at the same time holding up the butt 
of his rifle towards the enemy, and tapping 
it in a peculiar manuer understood among 
the initiated in the proprieties of war. At 
the signal, which signified, “ We must have 
the hill for a short time,” the French re¬ 
tired. It must, however, be recollected that 
the point was not capable of an effective 
and permanent defence, or it would not have 
been relinquished without a contest. And 
this friendly understanding and observance 

• Buttree's Twent^-Jtm Ye^rsin 


of the proprieties of war was so strictly 
maintained between the hostile armies, that 
not only the sentries, hut also the picpiets 
were safe from wanton surprisal; no attack 
on an outpost, being, under any circiim- 
stances, thought of, unless it was meant to 
be followed up by a general engagement. 
During the whole of the contmuapco of 
Massena before the lines of Torres A^edras, 
the sentinels, tUongh within musket range 
of each other's post, never wantonly fired; 
and indeed, throughout the wai% neither the 
sentries nor videttes of the contending armies 
ever fired on one another, or made any at¬ 
tempt at the outposts, to provoke or wrong 
each other by feigned attacks; for in re¬ 
gular armies it is rivaliy, not hatred, that 
animates the troops even when engaged in 
battle; therefore all useless slaughter is 
abstained from by the sentries and outposts 
of each army. 

But this courteous mode of carrying on 
hostilities may, as the author of The Sub- 
alieru observes, be pushed too far. This he 
proves by the following anecdote 

“ Tow^ards the close of the war, so good 
an understanding prevailed between the out¬ 
posts of the two ai^mies, that lord Wellington 
found it necesssary to forbid <ill communi¬ 
cation whatever; nor will the reader won¬ 
der at this, when I state to him the reason. 
A liekVofficer (I shall not say in what part 
of the line,) in going his rounds one night, 
found that the whole of the serjeant's piqueL 
guard liad disappeared. He was, of cotii‘sc, 
both alai'med and surprised at the occur¬ 
rence; but his alarm gave place to absolute , 
astonisliment, when on stretching forward to I 
observe whether there was any movement in 
the enemy's lines, he peeped into a cottage 
fi:oni which a noise of revelry was proceed¬ 
ing, and beheld the party sitting in the inost 
sociable manner with a similar party of 
Frenchmen, and carousing jovially. As 
soon as he showed himself, his own men rose, 
and wishing tlieir companions a good mght, 
returned with tlie greatest to 

their posts. [The officer unwilling that the 
sacred chai^acter which had by the practice 
of both armies been tacitly conferred on 
the piquets, should be violated, took no 
notice of the affair,] It is, however, but I 
justice to add, that the sentinels on both 
sides faithfully kept their ground, and that 
no intention of deserting existed on either 
part. In fact, it was a sort of custom, the 1 
French and English [out-post] guards visit- ; 
ing each other by turns. 
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" At the period of whieli I have spoken 
above^ howeverj no such extraordinary inti¬ 
macy had begun. And yet we were merely 
civil towards one another ^ and even that 
degree of civility was for awhile interrupted 
by the surprisal of a French post, by a de¬ 
tachment from general Beresford^s division, 
on the river Nive. Not that the piquet 
was wantonly cut off, or that any blame 
could possibly attach to the general who 
ordered its siirprisah The fact was, that the 
out-post in question occupied a lull upon 
tlie allied bank of the stream. It was com¬ 
pletely insulated and detached from all 
other French posts, and appeared to be held 
as much out of perverseness, as because it 
commanded a view of tlie British lines to a 
great extent. Lord Bresford liad repeatedly 
despatched flags of truce, to request tliat it 
might be withdrawn, expressing great un¬ 
willingness to violate the sacred character 
which had been tacitly conferred upon the 
piquets; but Soult was deaf to his entreaties, 
anti replied to his threats, oflly by daring 
him to carry them into execution. A party 
iras accordingly ordered out, ouc stormy 
night, to cut off the guard; and so suc¬ 
cessful w^as the attempt, that an officer and 
thirty soldiers, vnih a midshipman and a few 
seamen who had charge of the boat by 
which the reliefs were daily ferried over, 
were taken. Not a shot was fired. The 
French trusting to the storm for pro¬ 
tection, had called in their videttes, leaving 
only one on duty at the door of the house, 
and he found Iiis arms pinioned, and him¬ 
self secured ore the roar of the tempest had 
permitted him to detect the sounds of ap¬ 
proaching steps. The unfortunate officer 
>vho commanded, sent, in the course of a 
few days, to the French army for his bag¬ 
gage ; .but the reply was, that the general 
would forward to him a halter, as the only 
indulgence which he merited,^^ 

The same feeling prevailed among the 
officers of each nation; besides observing 
all the courtesies of society and of land and 
gentlemanly bearing towards one another 
in the friendly intercourse which took 
place, they often interchanged presents. 
Daring the marches and counter marches 


that preceded the battle of Salamanca, 
while the armies were moving in parallel 
columns, the officers on each side made re¬ 
cognitions of courteous feeling towards each 
other, touching their shakos, and waving 
their hands in friendly salutation. Numer¬ 
ous instances of this honourable and hu¬ 
mane mode of mitigating the austere disci¬ 
pline of warfare, in which civilities were ex¬ 
changed, and often more substantial things, 
at the respective limits, arc mentioned in 
The Subaltern^ Menimisce/ices of a SubaUem^ 
RecoUectiom of a Subaliern^ The Bimmc^ 

; among tliem the following possess 
much interest. 

While the light division was at Gallegos, 
some gi’eyhoimds belonging to an officer, 
strayed into the enemy^ s lines, and an op¬ 
portunity was found, by means of the first 
flag of truce, to request their being re¬ 
turned. The answer was favourable, stating, 
that they should be sent on the first oppor¬ 
tunity. A day or tw^o after the enemy made a 
reconnoissance, and when the skirmishers 
were thrown out, the greyliounds were 
seen in couples in the rear, and on the first 
carbine being fired, they were let slip, and 
came curveting through the whistling balls 
to tbeir old masters. 

'^Many a time,” says the author of The 
SttbaUem^^ ^^have I waded half across the 
Bidassoa in fishing for trout, and the 
enemy^s piquets posted on the opposite 
bank, have come down in crowds to watch 
my success; and have pointed out parti- 
cidar pools or eddies where the best sport 
was to be had/^ 

The courtesies and proprieties of war 
are not confined to tlie French and English | 
semces. During tlieseige of Tripolito and 
IMesoIonghi, in the Greek war of indepen¬ 
dence, the Greek and Turkish soldiers held 
communications and conference with each 
other, sitting down in two lines, smoking 
and conversing together for hours. Their * 
conversations, however were not always so 
amicable as those of the English and French 
doling the Peninsular war, but occasionally 
Iiad a tragic conclusion, which generally ter¬ 
minated to the disadvantage of those who 
were the most distant from their friends. 
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TJLTEUIOE OPEEiVTIONS OE THE FIRST SPANISH CAMPAIGN, AND THE 
RETREAT ON THE FRONTIERS OF PORTUGAL. 


"While sir Artluir "^Tellesley was contem¬ 
plating a movement on MadritL intelligence 
was brought on the 30th that SouU and 
Ney, with 04,000 men, were marching on 
his rear and flank, with the intention of 
cutting off his retreat into Portugal, the 
former having advanced through the Puerto 
de Bailos (the marquis del Reyna having 
fled from that strong pass without firing a 
shot), and had entered Placentia. The 
Englisli general, thinking that Soult^s force 
did not exceed twenty thousand men, de¬ 
termined to march against him. Having 
obtained a pr 0 mise from Cucsta, that he 
would remain at Talavera to secure his rear 
from Victor, and cover the removal of the 
wounded and stores to a place of safety, he 
Invoke np his cantonments from that city, 
on the 3rd of August, and began his march 
to Oropesa. 

When Victor, supposing that the appear¬ 
ance of tlie Lusitaniati legion under sir 
Robert Wilson, on his flank, was the ad¬ 
vanced guard of sir Arthur Wellesley^s army, 
had quitted the heights of Salinas, with the 
intention of retreating to ^lostolles, heard 
that the British army had broke up from 
Talavera, lie immediately retrograded on 
that town. As soon as Cuesta heard of his 
advance, forgetting his promise to cover the 
evacuation of tlie English hospital, and think- 
I iug ills only safety was in liis proximity to 
I the British army, he took to his heels, and 
!• with his Spaniards, followed the English 
army in a rapid and hurried flight, like a 
flock of sheep, reaching Oropesa at day-light 
of the morning of the 4th* He not only 
left the sick and woimded^—as the faithless 
old Spauiard expressed himself,—^"to the 
Almighty helper of the friendless,’^ hut 

* When colonel Mackinnon, who had been left in 
charge of the hof:pitaI, found that Cuesta was deter* 
mined to abandon it to the enemy, he applied to him 
for cars for its removal; and though the selfish old 
man vvas encumbered with cars and w'aggons for 
which he had no lading, he gave only seven for the 
purpose- In the course of the battle he had displayed 
a like spirit* To sir Arthur Wellesley*s appUcation 
for the Joan of some of his artillery^, on account of the 
small calibre of the English guns, and their Insuffi¬ 
ciency to meet the weight of the enemy's ai'lillery, he 
sent him only two out of the seventy which he had. 
Also, “ on the very field of battle, and wilhflie steara 
of English blood reeking in Ms nostrils,*' he refused 
to lend his able and friendly coadjutor ninety mules, 
VOL. T* Q 


exposed the Eiiglisli army to be attacked 
both ill front and rear, by two superior 
armies, and also endangered the Portuguese 
corps under sir Robert Wilson, and the 
Spanish ar;ny under Vanegas* Fortunately, 
however, for the inmates of the hospital, they 
found a better friend and a more humane 
heart, in their adversary, Marshal Victor, 
than ill the faithless and ungrateful Spa¬ 
niards for whom they had shed their blood. 
Tliat gallant ofEcer as soon as he entered 
Talavera—no doubt influenced by the noble 
example of sir Arthur Wellesley, in his 
humane and generous treatment of the 
Frenclk prisoners that had fallen into his 
hands, as also in consequence of the letter 
lie had received from the English chief, con¬ 
taining the noble expression, as you found 
them brave, I trust you will treat them 
kindly,’’—not only compelled the selfish and 
inhuman inhabitants to supply the sufferers 
with every requisite, but to receive into their 
homes the sick and wounded, who were lying 
on the bare stones, weltering in their blood, 
in the plaza, or squai’e. 

The ingratitude and inhumanity which 
the troops experienced at Talavera and other 
places in Spain, as well as the outrages fre¬ 
quently practised on small and isolated 
parties of officers and men on their way to 
join the army, created so much disgust and 
hatred in the breasts of the privates of the 
arm 3 ^, that to those causes may partly be 
ascribed the commission of the excesses that 
took place at the storming of Badajos and 
St. Sebastian* The men never forgot the 
cruel usage which the sick and ^vouuded had 
received from the inhuman and ungrateful 
Talaverans. 

As soon as Cuesta—whose fears had in- 

in the room of tliose Chat bad been lost at tJie battle 
of Talavera, to draw the ai tiUery in his advance to 
engage Sonlt, though he liad hundreds in bis army, 
employed in drawing only empU* carts. Colonel 
Mackmtion succeeded in removing about two thousand 
of the wounded in forty ears, which, by sacrificing a 
great (|uantity of baggage, sir Ai'thur had forwarded 
to him I but still many hundreds were left behind. 
Many of the wounded, unwilling to fall into the haiidt 
of the enem\’, crawled after the amij'', some sUlJ 
bleeding, many wdlh their wounds open and undressed. 
Sir Arthur, when made acquainted with Cuesta's de¬ 
termination to abandon his wounded, remonstrated 
with him in sti^ong terms against tlie impolicy and 
cruelty of the moastire j but all in vain, 
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diiced Lim to sacrifice the wouTided at Tala- 
yera, and to leave an undisputed passage 
open toA^ictor—reached Oropesajhe assumed 
the same vapouring tone which he had dis¬ 
played wdieii sir Arthur Wellesley extricated 
him from the indefensible spot on which he 
had taken liis position prior to the battle of 
Talavera; aud in reply to the English gene- 
raPs proposal to take up a defensive position 
on the line of the Tagus, he talked loudly 
of standing his ground and fighting the 
French ; but when he found that his skilful 
ally would not expose his army, which was 
exliaiisted from w^ant of food, to the 
ovenvhelining force of the enemy (amount¬ 
ing to at least 70,000 men, concentrated 
in the valley of the Tagus, and w^hich 
threatened the English army in front aud 
rear at the same time), and Iiad determined 
to secure a commuxiication with Truxillo oiid 
Merida, before the enemy could seize the 
Col de Mirabete, and thus cut off his retreat 
on Poidugalj the obstinate old Spaniard was 
glad to escape out of the toils the enemy 
had been laying for him, and to follow in 
the w’ake of the English* 

In pursuance of sir Arthuris determina¬ 
tion, the English army, by a forced march, 

[ passed the bridge of Arzobispo, and taking 
up a line of defence behind the Tagus, was, 
by two o’clock of the 4th iti pesitiou ; and 
? thus tho designs of the enemy were baffled, 

1 and the English army extricated from the 
critical position in wEich it had been placed 
ill tlie vaUcy of the Tagus* Oa the 7tli the 
British head-quai'ters w^ere at Heleytoza* 
On tlie 11th they were at Jaraicejo, and the 
main body of the army was cantoned in the 
villages, round the heaa-qoaiters. Two diri- 
; sions occupied Almarez and the Puerto de 

1 Mirabete, and the cavalry the city of Truxillo, 
where sir Arthur halted the army in a posi¬ 
tion favourable for the defence of the passage 
of Almarcz, and keeping open the defiles of 
Deleytoza and Jaraicejo, had thus a clear re- 
ti’eat to the frontier of Portugal* On the 8th 
the Spanish army crossed the bridge of Ai^zo- 
bispo; but the real' guard, consisting of two 
divisions of infantry and one of cavalry, 

* under Albuquerque, was surprised by Mor- 
tier, who took 400 prisoners, the survivoi's 

1 lieeing to the mountains in complete con¬ 
fusion, leariug their catnion behind them 
I'eady shotted. Another calamity similar to 
that which had occurred at Talavera, took 
place on this occasion* The hei'bage, stubble, 
jmd shi'ubs with which the ground was 
covered, took fire, from the ignited cartridges 
114 

and wadding which had fallen upon it, and 
communicating with the neighbouring groves 
of ilex and olive trees, aU rendered dry and 
inflammable by the iuteuse heat of the sea¬ 
son, the blaze spread fiir and wide w'ith 
frightful rapidity. The cries of the wounded 
at the same time mingling witli the explosion 
of cartridges and cassoons, and the crackling 
of the flames, as tiiC wund rolled the fiery 
flood from one pai't of the scene of confla¬ 
gration to another, was heart-rending* 

At this time the condition of the English 
army was very distressing: want and sick¬ 
ness assailed it in their direst forms* The 
soldiers were w^eakened for want of food, and ' 
the sick were dying for want of necessaries* 
Starvation,said sir Arthur, in a letter to 
the duke of Richmond, dated August 8 th, 
from Deleytoza, has produced dire effects 
on the army/^ Prom July ^Oth to August 
20th, Napier declares, that the army had 
not received ten days^ rations- A quarter 

of a pound of goat’s flesh, half a pound of 
wheat in the grain, and a few ounces of flour 
thrice a week, formed the sole subsistence of 
men and ofEeers*’’ During tlie same time, 
the cavalry and artillery horses had received 
only three deliveries of food ; the conse¬ 
quence was, that 1000 horses had died, and 
700 were on the sick list* In a letter ad¬ 
dressed to Cuesta, dated Dclcytoza, August 
8th, sir Arthur AVellesley told the heartless 1 
old man, assure your excellency that j 

since the 3rd the army has had no bread j 
till yesterday, ^vheii about 40001bs, of bis- [ 
cult were dirided among thirty thousand 
mouths* There is this day again no bread 
for the soldiei-s.’^ In a letter dated August 
11th, and addressed to Cuesta, sir Ai4hui\ 
tells the imbecile old Spaniard, that “while , 
the British troops were starving on the hills, 
he met on the 7tli of the montli 350 mules 
laden uith provisions for the Spanish armv, 
and that General Sher'brooke, on tlie follow¬ 
ing day, gave a written order to another 
convoy, addressed to all British officers, to 
allow them to pass through the army unmo¬ 
lested* Yesterday I met on the road and 
passed not less than 500 mules laden with 
provisions for the Spanish ai^my; and no 
later than yesterday. Major Campbell, my 
aid-de-camp, gave au order to another large 
convoy, addressed to all British officers and 
soldiers, not to impede its progress*”* 

The consequence of these wants aud suf¬ 
ferings was, aickneas rapidly increased* In 
the cantonments the troops now occupied, 

* Giirwoocfs De^aUJtes, 
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fever, ague, and dysentery stole upon tliem. 
In a few weeks many thousand men were in 
the hospital, and in a few more some thou¬ 
sands were in the grave; and to enhance 
the calamity, there was a great deficieney of 
the necessary medicainents. In the au¬ 
tumnal season the valley of the Gnadaraina 
is peculiarly insalubrious; for the river then 
ceasing to be a stream, noxious vapours arise 
from the detached pools of stagnant water 
that remain in the deepest hollows of the 
torrent bed. 

And these were not the only grievances 
whicli the English army experienced from 
their ungrateful and faithless allies. The 
Spanish troops not only intercepted the 
provisions and forage destined for the Eng- 
lisli armVj and which had been bought and 
paid for by the commissioners of that army, 
but had fired on the convoys and the fora¬ 
gers as if they had been enemies. Even the 
provisions that had been collected by the 
Eoglisli, and put into the magazines^ at 
Ciudad Rodrigo, were seized by the cabildo 
of that town, under the feigned pretence of 
a debt due for the supply of Sir 
IMoore^s army. When the English chief 
applied for a remount of six hundred mares 
for those lost by the British cavalry in 
the course of the campaign ; when he 
demanded mules to draw his guns and am¬ 
munition, to supply the place of those which 
had been lost at Talavera by Cuesta^s flight; 
when he requested the use of buHock cars 
to convey his sick and wounded, who had 
received their wounds and injuries in the 
defence of the Takverans—he met with a 
refusal in each case, though the mares re¬ 
quired could not be used by the Spanish 
troops, and the bullock cars asked for fol¬ 
lowed the Smuish army, without having 
any lading. %ie junta, ^so, threw every 
obstacle in the way of the exchange of the 
British prisoners (though those prisoners 
consisted chiefly of the sick and wounded 
who bad been captured at Talavera in con¬ 
sequence of Ciiesta’s perfidy), and did all in 
their power to prevent any communication 
between the Brirish chief and the enemy on 
that subject. 

Neither did this spirit of hostility and in¬ 
gratitude cease during the continuance of 
the British army in the Peninsula. During 
the w^hole six years it was lavishing its blood 
in the defence of the national independence 
of both countries, it experienced ingratitude, 
calumny, and the most heartless treatment 
from the governments and authorities of 


both Spain and Portugal. Even at neai' the 
end of the contest, when it had driven the 
French from the soil that ivas drenched 
with its blood, the sordid and ungrateful 
cortes published a decree to prohibit the 
English from entering their fortresses, which 
had been lost by their own countrymen^ 
cowardice and treachery, but recovered by 
English valour, though the blood of the 
gallant captors still smoked on the ramparts 
of those fortresses; and, in many instances, 
the magistrates ordered the inhabitants of 
the country not to furnish succour of any 
kiud to their deliverers from thraldom and 
oppression, even for payment; though, at 
the same time, the French generals had 
merely to issue their orders for forced con- 
triI>utions, and other succours, even tlie 
muniments of war, and they were sure to 
be provided on the day, and ready at the 
place appointed. At Fuenterabia, where a 
hospital had been established for the woimdccl 
of the allied army, the Spanisli authorities 
endeavoured to hum the beds, that the 
English and Portuguese soldiers might not 
have the ‘use of them. At Bilboa, the 
magistrates refused, even for payment, to 
allow any of the public buildings to be used 
as hospitals. The British Ii os pita Is at San¬ 
tander, containing many thousand woxindcd 
men, with their attendants, were placed 
iiuder quarantine, under the pretext of con¬ 
tagious fever; and consequently all vessels 
coming from them were prohibited from 
entering the 'waters of any other Spanish 
port, ^id to consummate the cnielty and 
ingratitude of their proceedings,^ they ex¬ 
pressed a desire, that the English would 
not make use of that town and haibour as 
a depot for their sick and wounded, though 
the English army was, at the time, in the 
midst of its arduous operations on the soil 
of France, forcing mountain fortifications, 
effecting the passage of various rapid rivers, 
storming five strongly intrenched camps, 
and fighting numerous battles—^and all for 
the safety and independence of their un¬ 
grateful and heartless persecutors. Mercen¬ 
ary and empiric writers were also employed | 
to excite the people to coinmance a warfare 
of assassination against the British soldie^ 3 ^ 
Officers and men were frequently murdered 
on the high roads; often severely ill-treated, ^ 
Tliose enormities ran to so great a height, j 
tltat while the British army was on the i 
frontiers of France, its chief, in one of his . 
communications to the earl of Bathurst, j 
says, ^^that it was expedient to demand 
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security for the Ikitish troops against the 
I criminal disposition of the Spanish govern- 
I mentj and those in authority under them 
I and at the same period of tlie operations in 
France, he adds, '' that sliould it be eKpedient, 

I in consequence of the machinations and 
treachery of the Spanish and Portuguese 
I governments, to embark the British army 
j at Passages, it would be necessary to adopt 
precautions for its safety, as the Spaniards 
would co-operate with the French army in 
molesting it/* That this was not unfounded 
and vague surmise, is evident from the fact, 
that the regency and Spanish generals were 
in commimication with the duke of San 
Carlos and Josepli Palafox, in pm^suance of 
the treaty that had been entered into by , 
Napoleon and Ferdinand at Valency, for 
the liberation of the latter, and his return 
to Spain under the protection of the Frcneli 
armies. Copons, the conde de Montijo, 
and the duke del Parque, also had secretly 
made proposals to pass over the forces under 
their command i and their example would, 
no doubt, have been followed by others, had 
they not been awed into obedience by the 
magical influence wliicli the British chief 
exercised over them. Napoleon, in his "Me¬ 
moirs/^ speaks of secret negotiations having 
hecn in agitation for this purpose. Indeed, 
so imminent was the crisis to the Britisll 
army, that lord Wellington had more cause 
to dread his insidious Spanish friends in his 
rear than the whole of tlie French armies 
in his frout. While in the south of France, 
he received many secret and earnest warn¬ 
ings from the well-disposed part of the 
French population, apprising Jiim that a great 
act of treachery and delusion was iu agita¬ 
tion between his Spanish allies and the 
French government and its generals. 

The British commander-in-chief was also 
the object of their most rancorous hatred 
and calumny, ''If he \vas active in the 
field, he was more intent on the subjugation 
of Spain than the defeat of the enemy j if 
he was cautious in prepai'atxon, his delay was 
to enable the French to conquer; if he was 
vigorous in urging the government to use-' 
ful measures, his design was to impose his 
own lawsj if he did not indicate a strong 
concern for the Spanish armies, he desilked 
that they should be beaten; if he meddled 
with them usefully, it was to gain the 
soldiers, in order to turn the army against the 
country, and thus render Spain dependent 

• Napier’s Mtsiori/ of the TFwr m the Penimulaj 
vol, \'lf p, 311. 
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on Eng]aud/'=^ Nor were their falsehood 
and malice confined to these base and im- I 
founded insinuations; they spread reports I 
that lie had the ambition of aspiring to the ' 
crown of Spain. They hinted that he had 
correspondence with some of the Spanisli 
nobility to make himself king of Spain; and 
that to render himself acceptable to the 
Spaniards for this object, he had changed 
his religion. The report was so accredited, 
that three Spanish grandees deemed it neces¬ 
sary to exculpate tliemselves, by publishing 
a refutation of the calumny. 

Such was the conduct of the selfish and 
perfidious government of Spain—such that 
of the imbecile and presumptuous leaders of 
its armies; patriotism and honourable feeling 
were unknown to them; they were merely 
words in their mouths to delude their credu¬ 
lous and confiding countrymen. Par differ¬ 
ent, however, was the conduct of the lower 
classes of society; they, confiding in the 
deceitful professions of patriotism so loudly 
vaunted by their treacherous leaders, rushed 
in tens of thousands to tlie defence of their 
native soil, and its liberation from the 
thraldom of its oppressors; but they were 
uselessly sacrificed to tlie merciless and un¬ 
mitigated fury of the foe, and the ignorance 
and treachery of theii' own countrymen. 

Nor was the condnetof the Portuguese gov¬ 
ernment (particularly that portion constitu¬ 
ting the faction of which tliat odious priest 
the patriarch of Lisbon and the principal 
Souza, were the organs), and the hidalgos, or 
nobles, less inimical to the measures which 
the English gene rid had devised for the salva¬ 
tion of their country. They strongly opposed 
all his plans for the defence of Portugal, 
and the protection of its inhabitants. They 
even refused him the permission to establish 
hospitals for his sick and wounded, in the 
rope-walk at Belem, or to make use of the 
hospitals in Lisbon, which had been formerly 
used by the British army for that purpose. 
Both the commander-in-cliief and his troops 
wore the constant subjects of their obloquy; 
and the contemptible faction carried tlicir 
mischievous feeling to so high a pitch that 
they had concocted plana for libelling and 
caricaturing in England their savioui’s; in 
hopes that the factious and incendiary part 
of the press would excite the teiTor-stricken 
portion of the population to raise a clamour 
to have the army recalled. They laid a plot 
to raise the mob of Lisbon, seize the forts of 
Belem, St, tTulien, and Bugio, and thus pre¬ 
vent, in case of retreat, the embarkation of 
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' tlie Englisli army on board of the transports. 
A traitoroiia coiTespondence was also earned 
on by them with Massena during his invasion 
of Portugal) and in his retreat they placed 
large supplies of provisioTis and cattle within 
reach, of the Preiicli at most critical moments. 
As the historian of the Peninsular War has 
well saidj the Portuguese government was 
a more evil enemy to the British generalj 
and occasioned more mischief, than all the 
skill and courage of the eiiemy/^ 

All sir Arthur^s complaints and remon¬ 
strances to Cuesta and the junta were met 
I with falsehootlj duplicity, and inhumanity. 

The junta told liim, that ^Hhe British army 
I was not only well but over-supplied/^ Their 
drivelling old general said, that British 
I army robbed the peasantry, plundered the 
I villages, iutcrcepted the Spanish convoys, 
and openly sold the provisions thus shame¬ 
fully acquired/' Sir Arthur's reply to the 
faithless junta was, that he should with¬ 
draw his army into Portugal, where he could 
be provided with subsistence; and to their 
falsifying old general, that it was not only 
I unbcconiing the Spanish authorities to make 
I accusations so unfounded, but that it was 
unworthy an English general to refute them. 

' He moreover briefly and sternly dedined 
I any further correspondence with the last- 
mentioned official, till the insolent offence 
offered was acknowledged and atoned for by 
a fit apology. 

Irritated at these unjust proceedings, and 
apprehensive of the safety of the army, sir 
Ai^thur determined to sepoi^ate himself from 
his Spanish connexion, and, as has just 
been said, fell back on the frontiers of 
Portugal, Tlie junta, fearful of tiie conse¬ 
quences of the separation, now endeavoured 
to conciliate him. With this intent, they ap¬ 
pointed him captam-general of the Spanish 
armies, and offered him the command of a 
body of their forces. He accepted the 
military rank, but declined both the pay 
of tlie appointment and the separate com¬ 
mand ; as the latter would necessaiBy com¬ 
pel the renewal of the co-operation of the 
English army with the Spanish, and would 
entail upon it that defensive system which 
he knew would be utterly ineffective under 
the present circumstances. They also, at 
the suggestion of the mmqnis of Wellesley, 
who had succeeded Frcre as plenipotentiary, 
displaced Cuesta, August 12tli, and appointed 
general Eguia to his command. But that 

* “ The handful of troops which ne now commanded 
were composed of second battalions of mere youths, 
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oflicei cVifiered from his predecessor, iu liis 
transactioas with the British army, only in 
the plausibility of his conduct, and the pro- 
fusiou of his professions: “the evil of in- 
conipetency and faithlessness was,” says a 
sagacious wi-iter, “ inherent in the character ' 
of the Spanish people.” He not only con- j 
nived at and sanctioned the false promises 
of the junta, to supply the British army, I 
but he even permitted his troops to seize ' 
and appropriate to their own use the stores 
which were on their way to the British 
cantonments. 

Having by his brilliant victory of Talavera 
saved the south of Spain from being overeun 
by the enemy, and also prevented him from 
making a fresb irruption into Portugal, the 
English chief, w'hile stationed at Jaraceijo, 
was actively employed in devising ineasiu'es 
to neutralize the overwhelming force which i 
the enemy had concentrated in Estremaduraj 
and, if possible, to infuse something like i 
wisdom and vigour into the councils of the I I 
Spanish government, and discipline and | 
science into its armies and generals. For j 
this purpose he directed the diikc del Parque 
and Vauegas to threaten Madrid, and the 
guerilla bands, which at this period of the 
war had become formidable, to hover round 
the capital; and thus, by intercepting con¬ 
voys, and threatening the enemy’s rear, to 
create a diversion, and compel him to divide 
his force. He instructed the junta to direct 
their generals to shun general actions, as 
their destruction, and to confine their opera¬ 
tions to talcing up strong'dcfensire positions, 
and acting on his lines of communication. 
But that corntpt and pervei-se body deemiug 
liis opinions heretical, and jealous of his 
ability, determined to adopt their own plans. 
The result was commensurate with tlieir 
inordinate folly and self-complacent ignor¬ 
ance. Their generals were as imbecile and 
self-willed as themselves: sir Artlxnr wished 
Eguia to take, in conjunction with the Brit¬ 
ish array, a post behind the Guadiana, but 
the Spaniard refused to co-operate, and 
marched to form a junction with Areizaga, 

'at OcaSa, near Aranjuez, 

The British general finding his best plans, 
either for defence or aggression, not only 
opposed, but often thwarted—at the same 
time threatened on every side by an enemy 
possessing a numerical force four times ex¬ 
ceeding his own,—^his array more worn down, 
more diminished in numbers,* and in coii- 

botli officers and men. The guards, the buffi, the 
48th, and the 61st, with the light dirisiou, could 

117 


DUKE OF -WELLINGTON. 


























SPANISH INGRATITUDE.] LIFE AND CAMPAIGNS OF THE 

sequence of hunger^ long privation, sickness, 
and hardship, more disorganized tlian if it 
liad fought an unsuccessful battle, instead of 
having been the victor in a contest in which 
it had borne the palm from the famed and 
dreaded legions of Buonaparte, as the 
CToiiching and awe»stricken nations of con¬ 
tinental Europe deemed them—exposed to 
the most imrament liazard, and discovering 
that all the solemn promises of the junta 
to supply the army with food, were false and 
fallacious,—issued orders, August 20th, to 
break up the cantonments from Jaraceijo, 
and to retreat on Glenda, with the mtention 
of falling back on the frontiers of Portugal; 
at the same time desiring Eguia to occupy, 
in the course of the night, the posts in the 
neighbourhood of the bridge of Almarez, 
which the English army would evacuate* 

But the instant the junta and their general 
found that he had commenced his retreat, 
they assailed him with a storm of invectives 
and reproach, and calumniated him whom 
only ten days before, on his appointment as 
generalissimo of the Spanish armies, they 
had addressed with the most fulsome com¬ 
pliments* Tlie Tetvmt/^ they said, ^"across 
the Tagus, was unnecessary; Soult ought to 
have been destroyed; and the English 
general must have secret reasons for his 
conduct, which he dare not avouch*” Find¬ 
ing sir Arthur deaf to their idle clamour, 
and despising their ingratitude and calum¬ 
nies, in the wildest terror and consternation 
they importuned liim to desist froni the 
retreat, and promised to reform their lieart- 
less system of duplicity and ingratitude; 
the junta promising to apply to the nour¬ 
ishment of the army all the resources of 
the country ” and their equally faithless 
general declaring, that the British army 
should have all tlbe provisiomj and the Span¬ 
ish army The English general, not 

to be deceived by the false professions and 
hollow promises of the junta and their 
general, replied in a cutting tone of rebuke 
to the preposterous offer of leaving the 
Spanish army provision less. At the same 
time that that miserable body made their 
ridiculous proposal, they earnestly conjured 
sir Arthur to adopt the offensive, and march 
upon Madrid, lest the enemy should escape 
tlieir conquering and invincible clutches* 

alone be regarded as fit for active semce* One half 
of die ai'my was fitter for the hospital than the 
field. 

* This position had been carefully surveyed by sir 
Choi'lss Stuart, while he commanded the British 
US 
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I So sure did they expect to be in possession 
of it (could they have induced the English 
general to undertake the wild project), that 
they actually appointed civil officers for its 
government, and charged two of their body 
to frame reflations for its internal tran¬ 
quillity I verifying in this instance, as in all 
their other acts, the truth of the remarlc, 
that in all their deeds, "at one moment 
they were shrinking with fear, and at the 
other bursting vrith folly-” In t!ie begin¬ 
ning of October the English general estab¬ 
lished hia head-quarters at Badajos, and 
cantoned his troops in the towns and rillagcs 
of Estremadui'a, contiguous to the frontier 
of Portugal* 

On the 12th of September, sir Arthur 
Wellesley received intimation that he had 
been created viscount Wellington, of Tala- 
vera, ami baron Doiiro* In October, he 
went to Lisbon, to concert measures with 
the regency for the more complete organ¬ 
ization of the regular army, and the mili¬ 
tia of Portugal, and for putting the kingdom 
in a state of defence capable of resisting the 
threatened invasion of the enemy. As it 
was impossible to defend the extensive fron¬ 
tier of the country with the force at his 
disposal, he, at tliis time, selected a position, 
in the event of the British army retreating 
on that city, in which liis flanks could not 
be turned, his front forced, or his army 
reduced by famine* The mountains tra¬ 
versing in two lofty ridges from the Tagus 
to the ocean, in the tongue of land in which 
lAsbou is situated, offered that positiou.-^ 
Nature had drawn a rude outline of a strong 
defensive position; it remained for art to 
perfect it* This the British chief detennined 
to effectuate, by the most gigantic applica¬ 
tion of the principles of iiekl fortification to 
defensible positions that has ever been 
0 practice in warfare. Having, 
after a careful examination of the country in 
fi'ont of Lisbon, selected the line of defence, 
and fixed the principal points for forts, 
redoubts, the formation of intrenchments, 
&c., he left the detail and execution of the 
works to colonel Fletcher, according to the 
memorandum be had drawn up, dated October 
2Qth, and returned to Badajos about the 
end of the month. In consequence of the 
defeats of the Spanish armies at 


signal 


troops in Portugah from the opinion that on this 
groimd, in the event of a hostile inva^sion of the 
country, the kingdom must be won or lost. His 
maps and topographical accounts were m sir Arthur 
Wellesley’s possess! oil. 
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' OcaSa and Alba de Tormes^ under Ai^eizaga 
, and the duke del Parque, he, on December 
ISthj removed his head-quarters fi-om that 
city, and fell back on the north-eastern fron¬ 
tiers of Portugal ; satisfied, as he expressed 
himself, that no British army could, with 
safety, operate with Spanish troops/^ on 
account of their national infirmity and mi- 
litaiy imbecility. The main body of the 
army, under his own command, observed all 
I the countrv between the Doui*o and the 
i Tagus, The cavalry, except the brigade 
I furnishing reliefs ibr the outposts, were 
stationed in the rear. The light division 
I was in front of Almeida, its patrols extend- 
I ing as far as Ciudad Rodrigo, General 
Hill was posted, with 14,000 men, in Alem- 
tejoj his main body at Abrantes, and his 
advance at Porfcalegre, to watch Mortier and 
Regnier, who held the Upper or Spanish 
Estremadura; and Beresford, with the Por¬ 
tuguese, was stationed at Thomar, in case 
the enemy should threaten Lisbon through 
the Alemtejo, The line of delence taken 
up, formed the segment of a circle, of about 
forty miles in extent, along the frontier 
mountains of Bcha, its convex part being 
opposed to the quainter fi-om which the in¬ 
vasion was expected. By that arrangement 
more than thirty thousand men could be 
assembled in two marches, on any point 
menaced by the enemy. The different divi¬ 
sions were so posted as to hold the strong 
and ragged hoe of the Beira frontier, and 
command the two great roads which pierce 
on the north and south that mountainous 
region. Viseu, Guarda, PinheJ, and Celerieo, 
were its main points; the Coa, with its tid- 
butary streams flowing in front of the line, 
along the greater part of its extent. The 
defence of the extremes of the line was 
entrusted to the militia and the ordenanzas; 
and to give confidence to the Portuguese 
recent leries, they were brigaded with the 
English troops, in the proportion of one 
battalion to two English battalions. During 
the remainder of the year the active and 
vigilant mind of the commander-in-chief 
was employed in tours of inspection; in 
examining the state of fortresses, securing 
the passes of the mountains between Spam 
and Portugal, and in selecting the positions 
to be taken up on the enemy’s advance. 

I During tlie operations of the British 
I army, the affairs of the patriots had been 
very disastrous: defeats sncceeded each other 
, in rapid succession, Blake had been over- 
i thrown at Maria and Belchitti, January loth. 


and 18th; Venegas at Almouacid, August 
11th; Areizaga at Ocana, November 19th ; I 
the duke del Pm-que {who, being joined by i 
sir Robert Wilson, had repulsed Marchand 
at Tamames, October 18th} at Alba de 
Tormes, November 27th. In this last action 
the Spaniards fled without drawing a sw'ord, 
and that too in the very sight of Taaiames. 

So disastrous had been all their eff:brts, that 
as it has been said, without much hyper¬ 
bolical exaggeration, they were more 
familiar with defeat—formed only to he 
broken, fighting only to be slain.’’ Town 
after town had been taken—fortress aftoi 
fortress had been reduced—army after army 
Inid been dispersed—every battle a defeat— 
and thiee-foiirths of the kingdom in pos¬ 
session of the enemy. Gerona had sur¬ 
rendered ; but it fell after a desperate 
defence, for the third time; its heroic de¬ 
fenders resembbng spectres haunting a city 
of the dead, having been reduced to the 
iinparaUeled extremity of feeding on their 
own hair. The brutal rigour and contumely 
with which the French marshal, Aiigereau, 
treated its gallant governor, Mariano Alva- | 
rez, whom he cast, though in tlie last stage i 
of a malignant fever, into a dungeon at ' 
Figueras^—a name that will live till old 
Gerona be a heap of ruins, and Spain a | 
solitude”—were equalled only by his cruelty 
to the Catalans, all of whom taken in arms ' 
he caused to be bung up on gibbets erected 
along the roads of Catalonia. The Catalans 
met with the same fate from Siichet, wlien 
he succeeded to the chief command in tlieir , 
province : besides giving up several of their 
towns and villages to pillage, he treated all 
Spaniards taken in aims against the French, 
as banditti. The severe and savage execu¬ 
tions of the patriots—who were all declared 
assassins, beyond the pale of military law- 
taken in arms in Murcia, Granada, and 
Andalusia, by Sonlt; and by Massena in his 
invasion of Portugal, and his retreat from 
Torres Vedras, also forcibly proved how ' 
deplorably a military despotism debases the 
moral feelings and all the humane impulses i 
of the heart; he ordered no quarter to be 
given to the ordenanzas, or militia; and 
those who had been already taken, he com¬ 
manded to be shot. To repress his savage 
cruelty, the following remonstrance, dated 
Gouvea, November 9th,” was addressed by 
Lord Wellington to the French marshal; 
^^You call these men peasants, %yithout any 
unifovm,” said the British chief : have 

the honour to assure you, that they are the 
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orclenanzas of this kingdom, military corps, 
commanded by officers paid and appointed 
by military laivs. You appear to insist^ that 
they alone are entitled to the rights of war, 
who arc clad in military costume^ yet forget 
that you yourself have added to the lustre of 
the French army, at the head of soldiers 
%vho were not dressed in any uniform. Is 
not a country, invaded by a formidable foe, 
justified by defending itself by every pos¬ 
sible means? If so, Portugal is entitled to 
put its ordeuanza in requisition, a body 

* “ To Mag^ena, Prince Esseling. 

** Au Quartier General de VArmee Anglaise, 
** Ce 9 Sept., ISIO. 

“ Monsieur le ^latechal, — II m^a fait la plus grande 
jeine d^apprendre que vous aves doune des ordrcs a 
*ai!nee Franvaise, do >ne pas faire de prisonniers 
I narmi rordeiian:ffa Portugaise, et que lea troupes 
I Fran?aises obSIssent cet nrdre, et fusillent tous 
I ceux de CO corps que leur tomhent dans les mains. 

I ^Utfaut queje -vous fa^se savoir que tous Portu- 
’ gaise est oblige par les anciennes lois du pays de 
servir dans les troupes de ligne, ou dans la milice, 
ou dans Tovdenan^a; et que Ics troupes des trois 
descriptions soul bgalement soumises aux lois mili- 
iaires, et sont sons les ordves des officiers gSiiSrauj!; 
Portugais. La preuve en est, que inalgre que Tor- 
dbnaiiza ai£ souflert et se plaint des ordres qua vous 
avea donnes, et de la violatiou des usages de la guerre 
en leurs personnes, ils ob^issent aux ordres qui leur 
I out et^ donn&g; et out preserve la vie, et out bien 
I traits tous les prisonniers qui sont tomb^s dans leurs 
mains. Monsieur le colonel Pavetti, au sort duquel 
vous 6tes inter esse, a fait prisonuier par cette 
mSme description de troupes, et il en a etS blen 
traite, aussi bien que son escort, 

‘ Coni me rordenenza fait done partle de Far race 
I Portugal se, com me elle est egalement sujette aux 
lois militaires, et conime elle agitd^une maniere loyale 
I envers les prisonniei's de Pai'm^e Franvaise qui tom- 
bent dans ses mains, je vous prie de dormer ordre 
que les oflieiers et soldats do Tordenanzo, fait prkou- 
niers, jouissent egalement avec les autres soldats de 
Farmee Portugaise des droits et usages de la guerre. 

** Depuis que j’ai commands les troupes dans ce 
pays-ci, j'ai fait tout ce que a 6te en men pouvoir, et 
I j^ai reu&si a faire la guerre d’une maniere loyale; ct 
j'Si fait respecter les usages de la guerre ^tablis et 
' rcconnus narnii les nations civillzees, qui avolent fete 
oiiblifes. Mais si Farmfee Fran^aise contimie h, faire 
fusilier les prisonniers qu*on fera de Fordenanza, on 
ue peat pas s*attendre que les soldaU de ce corps, 
oussi bien que les autres soldats de Farmfee Portu- 
i gaiae, ne retorquent pas sur les prisonniers quFls 
feront de Farmeo Fran^aise. II ne sera en mon 
pouvoir de les protfegcr j et les ordres que vous avez 
I donnfes scront la causes des malheurs qne soufiTriroitt 
les soldats de Farmfee Fran^aise qui tombent dans 
les mains des troupes Portugaises. 

“ J^ai Fhonneur d’fetre, &c,, 

Wellington ” 


“ To ^laieclml Massena, Priuce d' Esseling. 

Au Quartaer Gfenferal de FArmee Anglaise, 
Ce 24 Sept, 1810, 

" Monsieur le IMarfeelial,— Pai eu Fhonneur de 
recevoir la lettre que votre excellence m’a addressee 
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recognised and organized by the ancient i ’ 
laws of the country.” As a compulsory i ^ 
measure to induce the Frenchman to desist * 
from his fell and cruel purpose, he farther , 
informed him, that if the outrages and ex- 
cesses of the French troops were not re- | 
strained, he could not be able to extend liis i 
protection to the French prisoners who ^ 
might fall into the hands of the Portu¬ 
guese." 

On a review of the eventful campaign of 
1809, and of the admirable plans and 

le 14 de ce mols. Ce que vous appsllcz * des pay sans 
sans uniformed * cles assassins ct des volcurs dc grand 
chemin/ sont Fordenanza du pays que, enmme j’ai 
d^ja cu Fhonneur de vous assurer, sont des corps 
militaires commandfes par desofficiersipayfes etagisseni 
sous Jds lois militaires, 11 par^t que vous exigez que 
ceux qui jouhont des droits cle la guerre solent rovfelus 
d^un uniformej mais vous devez vous souvenir que 
vous meme avuz augmentfe la gloire da Farmfee Fran- 
taise en commandant des soldats qui nWalent pas 
d'uni forme. 

Vous vous plaiguez de la conduite de Fordenanza 
a Kave d^\ver envers M. le colonel Pavetti. La 
question est seulement si un pay qui est envalii par 
un ennemi formidable a le droit de se delendre par 
tous les moyens en son pouvoir. Si ce droit esiste, le 
Portugal est justiSe en mettant en aetivitfe Forde- 
nanza, an corps rcconnu et organise par Ics anciennes 
lois du paj's. Jc peux assurer votre excellence mie 
Fordenanza de Nave db\vcr a bien traite M. le colo¬ 
nel PaveitI, ct il aurait fet§ puni s’il Favait raaltraite. 

Je voudrais n’avoir pas entendu que raalgi^fe cet officier ' 
fiU aussL bien traitfe et par le capitaine de Fgrdenanza 
et par moi, la maison du capitaine de rordenauza a | 
Nave d’Aver avavt fete brulue et que quelques-uns de ^ 
sa campagnic ont fete pris et fusille pareequ ils a vaient 
faire leur devoir envers leur pays. 

Je suis fache quo voti'c excellence sente quelqnes | 
inconvemens personnels de ce qua les Portugais I 
quittent leurs Ibyers a Fapproche de Farmfee Fran- j 
yaise, Il est de mon devoir de faire retirer ecus que 
je n’ai pas ics moyens de dfefendre j et j ^observe que 
les ordres que jai donnfes la-dessus iFetafcnt presque ! 
pas necessaircs. Car ceiix qui se ressouvenaient de | 
rlnvasion de leur nays cn 1807, et de Fusurpauon du 
gouvernement de leur prince en temps de pais, quand 
il n’y avait pas un seul An glob dans le pays, pou- ! 
vaient a peluc crolre aux declarations que vous faites i I 
la guerre aux Anglois seula; et ils pouvaient a puma ' , 
Irouver la conduite des soldats de Farmfee Fran fa be, j 
meme sous vos ordres, envers lours propri^t s, leurs | | 
femmes, et euxmemcs, conformes aux dfeclaralions dc ' i 
votre excellence, 

“ Il ii*est pas fetonnant done qu'IIs quittent leurs 
foyers voluutairement, brulant et detruisant tout ce 
qu'ib ne peuvent pas emporter j et je iFai nuUe excuse 
a ofirir pour Fen courage meat que je leur en donno, 
excepte pour les inconvfeniens personnels quhls peu¬ 
vent causer ^ votre excellence. 

“ Votre excellence a fete mal informfee sur Fafraire 
de la milice ci-devant partie do la gamson d’^Umeida. 
Avant de vous plain di'O de Fin fraction de la capitu¬ 
lation d'Almeida, votre excellence aurait dfe se res- 
souvenlr qu^olle a fete vIoL'e aussitdt que signfee, Votre 
excellence s'est engagfee quo les officiers et soldats de 
la milice retourneraient enez eux j et malgre cet en- 
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combinationsj as detailed ia the Despaichesy 
it is cleacj that if the British chief^s design^ 
had been seconded by good faith and exertion 
on the part of the Spaniards, and to adopt liis 
own expression^ ^Miad the junta of Truxillo 
fill tilled their contract to furnish ^0^000 
rations, the English army would have slept 
in Madrid on the night of the battle of 
Talavcra/"^ and the war would have been 
brought to an early conclusion; hut all his 
measures were parjUyzed by ivant of vigour 
and concert on the part of the Spanish 
government and its generals, or thwarted 
by the mean jealousies, and breach of right 
and liouourable feeling on their part. Often, 
by their culpable conduct, his army was ex¬ 
posed to t!ie hazard of total destruction, 

I from which it had to be rescued by extra- 
ordiiiaiy efforts of skill on the part of its 
leader, and equolly extraordinary efforts of 
courage on its own part; and generally at 
a vast expenditure of life. Tims (among 
numerous other similar affairs) the desertion 
by the Spaniards, of their post at the pass of 
Baiics, and their conduct at the bridge of 
Arzobispo, exposed the British army to the 
most imminent danger. Indeed, the Spanish 
armies never behaved as soldiers ought to 
do in the presence of their cnetnies; they 
often took to their heels without waiting 
to receive their enemy^a fire, or to deliver 
their own; their cavalry often fled before 
a sword was crossed; and they more 
than once ran aw'ay leaving their cannon 
ready shotted for the enemy. The whole 
six years tliat tlie Peninsular War lasted 
taught them nothing more/^ as an inteUigeat 
I writer observesj ^^than to run away, and 
assemble again in a state of nature/^ Nor 
were their ofBcers a.whit braver or more 

skilful than their men. A few, like Albu- 
I querque and Romana,t fought with some 
I degree of valour, bntr with little skill or 
I discipline. Many of them were traitors and 
' poltroons. If any part of their forces be¬ 
haved well they consisted of Swiss, the Irish 
I brigades, and other foreigners; and the few 
of their officers who displayed any military 
skill were of Irish or other foreign extrac¬ 
tion. On these accounts, the British general, 

gagement, vons ea avea detenu sept officiers et deux 
cents suldats dc chaqae rugiment, pour cn faire \m 
corps de pioniers. La capitulation d’Almeida est 
dona nulle, et je suis eu droit d*en fake cc que Je vou- 
drait- Miiis je puis vous assurer quil n’y a pas tin 
Bolclat de la miliee que etait a Almeida, au service. 

“ J'ai rhonneur d*etre, &c., 

** WEr.LiNOXax/^ 

lai Marcchal Massena.^^ 

YOL. I, E 


from this time, never made his movements | 
depetkdeiit on the valour of Spanish troops, 
on the sagacity of Spanish generals, or on 
the policy of Spanish juntas; all that was | 
to be done for working out the destinies of 
Europe, he determined should be done by 
Englisli hearts and English hands. Nor 
were the imbecitity and inefficiency of his 
allies the only difficulties with which the 
English general had to contend. By his 
ow'ii countrymen and governinentj discour¬ 
agements were thrown in his way. 

On the motion for a public acknowledg¬ 
ment of the services which had been ren¬ 
dered by sir Arthur Wellesley to Ins coimtiy, 
much rancorous feeling was displayed by 
some of the members of each house of Par¬ 
liament. Earl Grey denied that the battle 
of Talaveva was a victory, and declared that 
sir Arthur had betrayed want of capacity 
and skill in its direction. Lord Grenville 
talked of gilded disasters,” and denomi¬ 
nated the blooming laurels that hung over j 
the graves of its gallant victors, cypresses | 
indicating their country's sense of its grief | 
for the dishonour sustained,” In the lower 
House, Ponsonby called for impeachment, , 
and Whitbread dissolved in tears for the | 
blood that had been sacrified to folly and . , 
incapacity.” Tarletou was profuse in his , 
reproof and exposition of sir Arthur Wcl- , 
lesley^s incapacity. Bankes predicted, that 
" all fresh levies to the army would tend j 
only to swell the triumphs of Napoleon^s I 
invincible legions; and tliat if we did wiu i 
a battle, every defeat of the French was to 
be considered a snare to draw the Englisii 
farther into Spain.” Calcraft denounced 
the hero, and foretold '^ruin and defeat 
would be tlie inevitable consequence before 
three mouths passed over the British chiefs 
head; and for these reasons refused his 
assent to a pension for so grievous a 
lilunder as the battle of Talavcra.” 

The earl of Suffolk, in the abundance of 
liis sapicncy, propounded this wonderful dis¬ 
covery, that the reason the French artillery 
fell into the possession of his countrymen was, 
^'that it had not been convenient for the 
French to remove it;” and, therefore, they 

• Dcapatches, %^ol, v.j p, 355. 

f Perez de Her^^asti, Harumo Alvarez, Julian ds 
Estrada, and Hantoeildes, the governors of Ciudad 
Bodrigo, Gerona, Hoslalrich, and Astorga, also de¬ 
serve to be honourably mentioned. The memory of 
those brave men and true patriots will live in the 
recollection of the good and vnse of every caste and 
country, when the fortresses they so nobly defended 
have become heaps of ruins, and Spain a solitude. 
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had left it a« a vtm£ of insignificant value^ to 
be picked up by their enemies. The gloomy 
predictions of the factious and disaflfected 
portion of'Hhe fourth estate of the realm/^ 
especially during the early period of the 
peninsular and their libels against the 

British army and its illustrious chief were 
j endless. They talked of " a shade hav* 
ing been thrown over the British arms^^ 
—ridiculed the idea of an English army 
being able to contend against the legions 
of France—laughed at onr military know- 
1 ledge, and prophesied disaster and disgrace, 

1 But to all the calumny and ingratitude, 
the folly and presumption of tlie croaking 
and desponding tribe, the British heroes 
contemptnous reply was: They may do 
what they please, and prate as much as they 
^ choose, I shall not give up the game here as 
long as it can be successfully played,” . , 

* • I should forget my duty if I should 

permit public clamour or panic to induce me 

to change, in the smallest degree, the system 
and plan of operations which 1 have adopted 
after mature consideration, and whicli daily 
experience shows to be the only one likely 
to produce a good end,” He felt that tire 
honour aud interest, not only of England, 
hut of the whole civilized world, required 
him,—notwithstanding, as lie expressed him¬ 
self, " the obloquy heaped upon him by the 
ignorant of his own country”—to maintain ' 
the struggle as long as there was a proba¬ 
bility of a successful issue* The result pro¬ 
duced a memorable and instructive contrast 
between his firmness, sagacity, and patriot¬ 
ism, and the craven-hearted fears and con- ' 
sternation, the abject pusillanimity and puny 
spirit of his calummators, befooled and be¬ 
sotted with their stupid haUucination of 
French invincibility, and their fanatic won- , * 
der and idolatry of their great and mag¬ 
nanimous Napoleon/' and his “ famed and 
dreaded—his terrible legions,” 

THE SPANISH AND PORTUGUI 

AXKO 

THE SPANISH WAR OF INDEPENDENCE 

Wm ivill now resume our history of the Span¬ 
ish and Portuguese war of independence, 
which, for the sake of chronological arrange¬ 
ment, was broken olF at tlie end of 1808, At 
. the opening of the year 1809, the siege of 
Saragossa raged in all its horrors. 

On the 2nd of January, Junflt took the 
command of the besieging force, and had 
immediate recourse to a heavy bombardment 
of the town. Every day and night was now 
aignalized by bloody combats, but notwith¬ 
standing the heroic efibrts of the be¬ 
sieged, almost aU the fortified posts outside 
the town were in the possession of the enemy, 
A second parallel was then opened, and a 

1 tremendous bombardment kept up without 
intermission. The parapet of the feeble 
wall being now levelled by the enemy^s bat¬ 
teries, its place was supplied with bags of 
' earth, as fast as they wei^e shattered by the 
eneray^s balls. But a worse and more de¬ 
structive enemy now assailed the city than 
the shot and sheUs of their implacahle foe. 
For security from the shells that were 
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tlorown upon the devoted city in profusion, 
often many hundreds in the course of a few 
hours, a great number of the ifiliahitants, 
especially the women and children, took re¬ 
fuge in the cellars, where tiiey were crowded 
together day and night, and the air entered 
their dismal abode but scantiljr. The places 
soon became hot-bqds of infection. The 
impossibility of recruiting exhausted strength 
by needful sleep, on account of the incessant 
bombardment to which the enemy cruelly 
and inhumanly subjected the city, increased 
the calamity and aggravated the virulence 
of tlie disease. Thus, in this ill-fated city, 
the horrors of disease and contagion were 
added to wai' and slaughter. 

In this state of the siege, marshal Lanues 
assumed the command of the besieging army. 

To intimidate the Saragossans, he wrote a 
letter to Palafox, stating that the force on 
which the city relied for relief had been de¬ 
stroyed t that the English army had fled to ; 
Corunna, leaving seven thousand in the 
hands of the French, and that Romana bad 
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escaped ^fith tlieiBj liis army vnth its officers 
having submitted to Bonaparte; at the 
same time he demanded the surrender of the 
city, Palafox replied, that the Sai‘agos3aii3 
IVere too sensible of the duty they owed 
their conntry to submit to so ignominious a 
condition, and that it would more redound 
to the French generals honour to win the 
place by force of manly courage with the 
sword, than by bombai’ding it* 

On the day following the summons, fifty 
guns opened their fire upon the wall, and on 
the morrow three practicable breaches were 
j made. The enemy advanced to the assault, 

I a dreadful struggle ensued, and the combat 
I was prolonged during the whole of the 
night; but though the besieged maintained 
the conflict with the most desperate valour, 
the convents of Santa Eogarcia and San 
Joseph were possessed by tlie besiegers. 

The enem/s eflbrts were now directed 
against San Augustine and Santa Monaeha; 
and having effected a breach in their wails, 
they carried them by assault* They forced 
their way into the church, Eveiy column, 
every chapel, every altar became a point of 
defence, wliicii was repeatedly attacked, 
taken, retaken, and attacked again j the 
1 pavement was covered with blood, and the 
I aisles and nave of the church strewed with 

I the dead* In the midst of the conflict, 

the roof, which had been shattered with 
bombs, fell in; the few who were not crushed, 
I after a short pause, which this tremendous 
j shock, and the sense of their escape oc- 
' casioned, renewed tlie fight with increased 
desperation; fresh parties of the enemy 
poured in; monks, citizens, and soldiers 
came to the defence, and the contest was 
I continued on the ruins of the bodies of the 
I dying and the dead. Women mingled with 
I ^ the combatants, distributing cartridges to 
them; and sometimes, w^en their sons, 

' hnsbands, and fathers fell, they rushed 
on the enemy, to avenge their deaths and 
to die with them. The contest, however, 
ended in favour of the besiegers, who suc¬ 
ceeded in keepiug the undisputed position. 
Talcing advantage of the opportunity afforded 
while the attention of the besiegers was 
' directed to this point, the French entered 
tlie Kua Quemada, and obtained one side 
of tlie street to the angle which it makes 
with the Corso; and at the same time, the 
Poles in the I^^ench seiwice obtained pos¬ 
session of some houses on the side of San 
Engracia, But the enemy had sustained so 
gi'eat a loss in these affairs, that they de¬ 


termined to make no more direct attacks, 
but to proceed as much as possible under 
cover, and by Sap and mine* 

The deadly warfare was now, as in the 
former siege, to be carried on from house 
to house; on balcony and in chamber; in 
vault and cellar* 

The French having established them¬ 
selves in the ruins of a house, which formed 
an angle of the Cozo and of the Rua del 
Media, endeavoured to penetrate into the 
principal street of the Cozo, but were re¬ 
pulsed with great slaughter. Every liouse, 
every room now became the scene of mortal 
combat; and the contest was continued 
until the dead and the dying lay heaped 
upon one another, to the height of several 
feet above the ground; but the undaunted 
foemen, in nowise discouraged, mounting 
the ghastly pile; maiutamed the contest so 
obstinately that no progress was made on 
either side; and not unfreqiiently, while 
still locked fast in the deadly struggle, the 
whole—dead, dying, and combatants—were 
together blown into the air by the explosion 
of the mines beneath* 

On the same day of this event (7th of 
Febmary), operations were renewed against 
the suburbs on the left bank of the Ebro, 
wliere the enemy, at the commencement of 
the siege, had already received two severe 
repulses* Gazan's division attacked it with 
vigoui', at the same time opening a fire of 
fifty guns from their batteries on both aides 
of the convent of Jesus, effected a breach in 
Sail Lazar, and possessed themselves of the 
convent, which was the principal point of 
defence on that side, at the same moment 
the university was rendered a pile of ruins, 
fmm the explosion of a mine charged with 
3,000 lbs* of powder* The suburb being no 
longer tenable, its brave defendei'S retired 
in two columns; the one crossing the bridge 
effected its retreat into the town, the other, 
consisting of 1,500 men, in endeavouring tp 
escape into the country, along the bank of 
the Ebro, was after a desperate resistance 
captured, as its powder was exhausted* On 
the 19th, a furious assault being made on 
the suburbs on the right bank of the river, 
the monastery of the Trinity near the uni¬ 
versity and the traverses which the besieged 
had so gallantly defended, w^ere carried. At 
the same moment, a mine chai'ged with 
1,600 lbs, of powder, exploded with a terrific 
shock, near the Comic theatre * 

Meanwhile pestilence was consuming the 
Saragossans faster than fire and sword* The 
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infection occurred among tliat part of the 
inliabitants who Iiad been compelled to seek 
safety in the noisome cellars‘of the town, in 
order to escape the enemy's bombai'dmentj 
and which having now coiitinned more than a 
month, made the city one vast charnel-house, 
hundreds dying every clay of the infectious 
epidemic that wa 3 raging in every quarter 
of the town. In this dilemma Polafox, who 
was labouring under the prevailing epidemic, 
transferred, on the night of the 18th, all his 
authority, civil and military, to a junta, ap¬ 
pointing as president Don Pedro Marc Rie, 
the regent of the Royal Audience of Ai^agon. 
The junta immediately sumnioned the chiefs 
of the various military departments to report 
their state. The general of cavalry repre¬ 
sented that only sixty-two horses remained, 
and those weak and unserviceable, the rest 
having died of hunger, Ti*om a statement 
of the infantry department, it appeared that 
there were only 3,822 men fit for service. 
The ammunition was neaily exhausted; and 
the commandant of the engineers reported 
that the fortifications were demolished, and 
that there were neither men nor materials 
for repairing them, all the cloth which couid 
serve for bags of earth having been con¬ 
sumed, General San Marc declared that it 
was not possible to maintain the contest 
longer than four days more. While the 
junta w^ere deliberating, the hombarduient 
was renewed with additional violence, no 
doubt intended by Lannea to induce them 
to a speedy determination. Two-thirds of 
the city had been now destroyed, thirty 
thousand of tlie inhabitants had perished, 
and from three to four liundred j^ersons were 
dying daily of the pestOcnce, 

Under these circumstances, the junta dis¬ 
patched a flag of truce to the French gen¬ 
eral, requesting a-suspension of hostilities 
for three days, that officers might in the 
mean time be sent to ascertain the situatiou 
of the Spanish armies, and according to the 
intelligence obtained they would treat for a 
surrender, a proposal Lannes himself had 
made when he had summoned the city. He 
now resented the proposal as an insult, and 
vented the most ferocious threats against 
the city unless it were immediately delivered 
np* The flag of truce was sent witli a second 
letter, to wliich lie returned no other an¬ 
swer than by a shower of bombs, and by 
ordering the attack to be renewed. 

A flag of truce was again sent to the 
French head-quarters soliciting a suspension 
of hostilities for twenty-four hours, that a 
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treaty of capitulation niight be adjusted in I 
the mean time. The French general re- , 

quiring the junta to repair to his liead j 

quarters, Eic and some of the junta went I 
thither, when a capitulation was agreed to, , 
by which it was stipulated that the garri¬ 
son should on the following morning march 
out with the honours of war, and be con¬ 
veyed as prisoners of war to Prance, While 
copies of the capitulation were being drawn 
up, Lannea produced a plan of the city, and 
laying liis finger upon the part which was 
that night to have been blown np, told llic 
that 41,000 pounds of powder were already 
lodged for the explosion, which w^ould ha\"e 
been followed by a cannonade from seventy 
pieces of artillery, and a bombardment from 
thirty mortars, at that time being mounted 
in the suburbs. 

On the evening of the capitulation, the 
French troops entered the city, when a sad 
spectacle presented itself to their vision, six 
thousand dead bodies lay in tlie streets, and 
the court-yards and chambers were filled 
with corpses: in some instances were seen 
infants endeavonring to draw nutriment 
from the breasts of their dying mothers. 

The French being now masters of the place 
immediately began to pillage. I’rom the 
woe-struck city, 50,000 pair of shoes, 8,000 
pair of boots, and 1,200 shirts, with medi¬ 
cines and every requisite for an hospital were 
haughtily demanded. Several of the officers 
demanded for themselves double equipage 
and linen, and whatever they wanted, wish- i 
ing that plenty of everything should be sup- | 
plied them, and the best of its kind, at the | 
expense of the city. A service of china was I 
requii'cd for Jundt, and this merciless op- | 
pressor, who had escaped the proper punish- | 
ment of his crimes in Portugal, ^Yislled that 
a tennis court should be fitted up for his 
amusement, in a city of which two-thirds 
were then lying in ruins, beneath which so 
large a proportion of the mhabitants lay 
buried. Lannes rifled the church of Our 
Lady of the Pillar, of jewels to the amount 
of 4,687,000 francs, and appropriated the 
whole to his own use. 

Lannes made his entrance on Sunday the 
5th of March, and proceeded in triumph to 
the Chui^eh of the Pillar, whpre a sermon, 
inculcating obedience to the oppressor, was 
preached by the despicable traitor to liis 
country, the snflragan bishop of the diocese. 

A superb entertainment followed, at which 
Lannes and his chief officel's sat down to a 
table of four hundred covers, famished at 
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the eKpense of the Tvretclied city of Sara¬ 
gossa, 

And tlie foe^ not content with bis spolia¬ 
tion and robbery^ sought also victims to 
satisfy his vengeance. Don Basilio Bagyiero 
and the patriotic priestj Santiago Sass^ werOj 
by the express commands of LaniieSj bay- 
onettedj on the banks of the Ebroj and 
many monks were tied up in sacks and 
thrown at night into that river. 

In the course of this siege, fifty days of 
which were open trcBClies, above fifty thou¬ 
sand persons had perished, and now lay 
buried beneath the ruins. The troops that 
surrendered, 2,4fl0—though the French buh 
letin affirmed that seventeen thousand men 
Jiad laid down their arms,*—and that mim- 
her, with 2,500 taken in the suburbs and 
during the siege, were all that were marched 
off for France, Two hundred and seventy 
of these men, who from fatigue and weak¬ 
ness could not keep up the pace which their 
ferocious guard required, were butchered 
and left on the road, where their companions 
iu the next march bad to pass over their 
bodies, Aogustina Saragossa was among the 
prisoners. She bad distiuguislied liei^elf as 
much in this siege as in tlie farmer- At 
the commencement she took her former 
station at the Portillo, by the same gun that 
she had served so well, See, general,said 
she, with a cheerful countenance, pointing 
to the gun, when Palafox visited that quar¬ 
ter y I am again with my old friend/^ 
Her husband was severely ^vonnded, aud she 
pointed the cannon at the enemy while he 
lay bleeding among lus companions, by her 
j side. Frequently she was at the head of an 
I assaulting party, sword or knife in hand, 
with her cloak wrapped round her, cheering 
I the soldiers, and encoiu^aging them by her 
example; constantly exposed as she was, 
she escaped without a wound: yet even she 
was thrown into a ditch, and nearly suftb- 
I cated by the dead and dying who covered 
her. At the close of the siege she was too 
well known by the French to escape notice, 
and they made her prisoner. Fortunately, 
as it proved, she had at that time taken the 


contagion, and was removed to the hospital, 
where, as she was supposed to be dying, 
little care was taken to secure her. Feeling 
herself better she availed herself of this and 
effected her escape. The other Saragossan 
heroine, Donna Beneta, escaped the hourly 
dangers to which she w’^as exposed, only to 
die of grief on hearing that her daughter 
had been killed while heroically engaged 
with the enemy in the streets. 

The tragic 'story of the siege of Sai'a- 
gossa-— a monument of heroic devotion, 
which wdll thrill the hearts of the brave and 
the generous to the end of time—having 
now reached its consummation, the junta 
pronounced the funeral oration of the heroic 
city, Spaniards/^ said they, '^the only 
boon wdiich Saragossa begged of our unfor¬ 
tunate monarch at Vittoria, w^as, that she 
might be the first city to sacrifice herself in 
his defence. That sacrifice has been con¬ 
summated* More than two months the 
murderous siege continued ; almost all the 
houses were destroyed; those that were still 
standing had been undermined; provisions 
were nearly exhausted, ammunition all con¬ 
sumed; sixteen thousand sick were struggling 
with a mortal contagion which every day 
hunied hundreds to the grave; the garrison 
was reduced to less than a sixth part; the 
general dying of the pestilence; O^Neille, 
the second iu command, dead; St, Marc, 
on whom the command then devolved, pros¬ 
trated by the fever: so much was required, 
Spaniards, to make Saragossa yield to the 
rigour of fate, and suffer Iicrself to be occu¬ 
pied by the enemy, The suiTender w<as made 
on such terms as the French hare granted 
to other towns: these terms have been ob¬ 
served as usual, by the perfidious enemy* 
Thus only were they able to take possession 
of those glorious precincts, filled only with 
the dead and the dying; where every street, 
every ruin, every wall, every stone, seemed 
mutely to say to the beholder, ' Go, tell my 
king that Saragossa, faithful to her word, 
hath joyfully sacrificed herself to maintain 
his truth.^ 

A series of events, as mournful as they 


• To adopt a familiar phme, this story is of " a 
piece'' with tliat told the French people of the battle 
of Corouna. Tliree regiments^ the French Monitmir 
said, the 50th, and 52nd, had been entirely de¬ 
stroyed in the action. That the English had lost 
everything that constituted an army—artillery, horses, 
baggage, ammunition, magaaineR, and military chests. 
Of eighty pieces of cannon they had landed, they 
embarked no more than twelve. Two hundred thou¬ 
sand pounds weight of powder, sixteen thousand 


muskets, tw'O millions (francs) of treasure had fallen 
into the hands of the pursuers, and treasure yet more 
considerable had been thrown do^vn the precipices 
along tlie road, between Astorga and Corunna. Five 
thousand horses had been counted, which they had 
slaughtered by the way; five hunilred were taken at 
Corunna, and the carcases of twelve hundred were 
infecting the streets, when the conquerors entered 
tile town. 
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ai'e notorious^ frustrated all the efiForts that 
were made to relieve the city; but the inia- 
giuations of all good men accompanied her 
defenders in their dangers, were agitated 
with them in their battles, sympathised io 
their privations and efForts, and followed 
them through all the dreadful vicissitudes 
of their fortunes; and when strength failed 
them at last, through a continued resistance, 
which they had prolonged aJinoat beyond 
belief, in the first inomeiit of grief it seemed 
as if the light of liberty had been at once 
I extinguished, and the column of indepen- 
I dence overthrown. But, Spaniards, Sara- 
I gossa still survives for imitation and exam- 
I pie ! still survives in the public spirit which, 

I from her heroic exertions, is for ever im- 
hibing lessons of courage and constancy. 
For where is tire Spaniard, priding himself 
on that name, who would be less than the 
Saragossans, and not seal the liberty of his 
country, which he has proclahned; the faith 
of his king, which he has promised, at the 
cost of the same perils and the same labours? 
Let the base, the selfish, and the cowardly, 
be dismayed by them; not the other towns 
of Ai'ragon, who are ready to imitate and 
to recover their capital; not the firm and 
faitliful patriots who see in that illustrious 
city a model to imitate, vengeance to be 
executed, and the only path of conquest. 
Forty thousand Frenchmen, who have pe¬ 
rished before the mud walls of Saragossa, 
cause France to mourn the barren ephemeral 
triumph which she has obtained, and evince 
to Spain, that three cities of equal resolution 
'will save their country and baffle the tyrant! 
jValour springs from valour; and when the 
unhappy, who have snficred, and the victims 
who have died there, shall learn that their 
fellow-citigens, following them in the paths 
of glory, have surpassed them in fortune, 
they will bless their destiny, however rigour- 
,ous it has been, and rejoice in the contem¬ 
plation of our triumphs. 

Time passes away, and days will come 
when those dreadful convulsions, with which 
the genius of iniquity is now afflicting the 
earth, will have subsided. Tlie Mends of 
virtue and patriotism will come to the banks 
of the Ebro to visit these majestic ruins; 
and beholding them with admiration and 
with envy; here, they wdll say, stood that 
city which in modern ages realised, or more 
truly, surpassed, those ancient prodigies of 
devotement and constancy which are scarcely 
credited in history 1 Without a regiment, 
without other defence than a weak wall, 


without other resources than its courage, it 
&st dared to provoke the futy of the tyrant: 
twice it withstood the force of his victorious 
legions. The subjection of this open and 
defenceless town cost France more blood, 
more tears, more slaughter, than the con¬ 
quest of whole kingdoms; nor was it French 
valour that subdued it, a deadly and general 
pestilence frustrated the strength of its de¬ 
fenders, and the enemy, when tliey entered, 
triumphed over a few sick and dying men, 
hut they did not subdue citizens, nor con¬ 
quer soldiers/^ 

This address was followed by a decree 
declaring that Saragossa, its inhalbitants and 
garrison, liad. deserved w^eU of their country 
in an eminent and an heroic degree: that 
whenever Palafox should be restored to 
liberty, to eifect wliicli no elforts on the 
part of the government should be wanting, 
the junta, in the name of the nation, would 
confer on him that reward which should 
seem most worthy of his unconquerable 
constancy and ardent patriotism. That 
eveiy officer employed in the siege should 
he promoted one step, and every private 
soldier enjoy the rank and pay of sergeant. 
That all the defenders of Saragossa and its 
inhabitants, and their heirs, should enjoy 
personal nobilit 3 ^ That pensions, conform¬ 
able to their rank and circumstances, should 
be granted to the widows and orplians of all 
who had perished there. That the having 
been ^vitlnn the walls during the siege, 
should Ije considered a claim in future pre¬ 
tensions. Tiiat Saragossa should be exempt 
from all contributious for tea years from the 
time when peace siiould be estabhshed; 
and tlitit at that time the rebuilding of the 
public edifices, with all possible magnificence, 
siiould he begun at the expense of the state, 
aiul a monument erected in the great square 
of the city, in perpetual memory of the 
valoui' of the iixliabitants, and their glorious 
defence. That in all the cities of the king- | 
dom an inscription should be forthwith set 
up, relating the moat heroic circumstances | 
of the two sieges, and a medal be struck in 
its honout', as a testimony of national gratis 
tilde. . Finally, the junta promised the same 
honours and privileges to every city which 
should resist a like siege with a like con- 
stancy^ and proposed rewards for the best 
poem and the best discourse on this memo¬ 
rable event; the object being not only to 
uphold the Saragossans to the present gene¬ 
ration and to posterity, but to infiame the 
^ hearts of tlie Spaniards with the same 
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ardent patriotism, the same love of freedom^ 
and the same abhorrence of tyranny. 

The consequence of the fall of Saragossa 
was, in a military point of the sub¬ 

mission of the whole province of Aragon, 
commanding the principal pass through 
the Pyrenees from that provinee to France; 
hlonzon, Beuasque, and other places, imme¬ 
diately Bubniitted to the invaders. 

In. the commencement of this year, a 
treaty of amity and alliance was concluded 
between Great Britain and the Spanish 
nation acting in the name of Ferdinand 
VII,; in which the contracting parties hound 
themselves to make common couse against 
France and its mmping government; and: 
the British government engaged to assist 
the Spanish nation in its resistance against 
Buonaparte and his brother Josepli, the 
usurper, to tbe utmost of its power. This 
promise, it will be seen in the sequel, was 
fulfilled to its utmost possible limits. In 
the early part of the year, Soult, who was 
at St. Jago do ComposteUa, in Galicia, re¬ 
ceived orders from Buonaparte to leave Ncy 
in charge of that province, and to march 
with 30,000 men on Oporto, while Lapisse 
and Victor were with their ai'mies to menace 
Portugal on its eastern frontier, and thus a 
joint movement was to be fonued on Lisbon, 
which Buonaparte calculated would be in 
their possession by the IGth of February; 

so deeply was the future career of the 
English ill the Peninsula shrouded from the 
FrenchmaiPs view/^ On the 1st of Feb¬ 
ruary, Soult, in obedience to liis orders, 
cut down the people ivith grape shot," 
began his march, and reached Tiiy on the 
10th, which he made a place of arms, leav¬ 
ing liis artUieryand all heavy incumbrances, 
with a garrison for its defence, and entered 
Orense on the loth. On liis road from 
this town he overtook the rear-guard (9,000 
men) of Roraana^s army (March 6th) at 
Monterey, which, after a short skirmish, fled 
towards Puebla de Sanabria. The fleeing 
Spaniards were so closely pressed by Fran- 
cesclii^s cavalry, that a body of about 3,000 
finding itself assailed in the rear by the 
French infantry, and headed by their cav¬ 
alry, halted on some rough ground, and 
formed a large weak square. Against each 
face of tins square, Franceschi dmected a 
regiment of cavaliy ; the dismayed Spaniards, 
were broken, trampled down, and sabred mth- 
out mercy, to the numljcr of 1,200. Soultr 
then resumed his march to the banks of the 
Minho. But scarcely had Soult quitted 


Galicia, than the patriots blockaded Tuy 
and Vigo. Soidt despatched a* force to re¬ 
lieve Tuy; but Vigo, where his military chest ' 
was deposited, surrendered to the Galiciau I 
peasants, though gamsoned by 1,300 men. 

At SoulFs departure for Portugal, Ney 
assumed the charge of Galicia. Hearing that 
Romano, after a seven days^ siege, had com¬ 
pelled the garrison of Villa Franca, consist¬ 
ing of 800 men,to siirrender,he marched from 
Corunna against him, but Roraana evaded 
him by retreating to the valley of the Syl. 

At the close of the year 1808, we have 
seen the unfortunate results that attended 
the exertions of the patriots in Catalonia— 
that Yives and Reding, who were posted 
in a strong position at Cardadento impede 
the advance of St. Cyr, for the relief of Bar¬ 
celona, were defeated (December 16th} by 
that general, with the loss of 9,000 men, 
and all then artillery and ammunition; and 
also on the 21st of the same month. Reding, 
who had collected the fugitives, and had 
increased his force to 20,000 men by the 
debris of the various routed and dispersed 
patriot armies. It was by this means, as 
also by the prisoners who escaped from the 
French escorts, and those who deserted after 
they had been armed and equipped for Joseph 
Buonaparte^s service, that the Spanish 
armies were recniited after their disasters, 
with so surprising facility and despatch. 
When the ai*my of Castanos arrived at 
Cuenca, after the battle of Tudela, it was 
reduced to 9,000 foot and 3,000 horse ; a ' 
month after, at tlie battle of Ucles, it was | 
more than 30,000 strong. After tlie defaat 
of Blake's army at Espinosa, the marquis 
de Rornana had great difficulty in collecting 
5,000 soldiers in Galicia; but as early as 
tlie beginning of Decemlier he had assem¬ 
bled 33,000 men in the neighbourhood of 
the city of Leon, was overthrown by the same 
general, and his army totally routed in the 
course of half-an-hour, when all his stores, 
ammunition, artillery (fifty pieces), and 
magazines (in which were 30,000 stand of 
English arms), fell into the hands of the 
enemy. Reding, however, in no wise tlis- 
couraged by his disasters, immediately 
began to reorganise his fugitive troops that 
had fled to Tarragona, and the mountains in 
the interior of the province, with the inten¬ 
tion of marching to the relief of Saragossa. 
In the mean time the duke del Infantado, 
in the indulgence of his delusive dream of 
relieving Saragossa, recovering Madrid, and 
I Making a diversion for the relief of sir John 
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I Moore’s ordered Vanegas to canton 

I Lis troops atTIcles, to be ready to co-operate 
in the design. This ill-omened groimd— 
I for here tlae Spaniards had^ under Alonzo 
VI,, endttred the most disastrous defeat 
I that the Christians had eyer suffered 
from the Moors since the declaration of the 
Idngdom of the Goths—was to be the scene 
of an action as disgraceful to the Spaniards 
for the facility with which they rrere routed, 
as it was infamous to the French for the 
enormous wickedness ivith wdiicli they 
abused tlieii' victory. On the 13th of Jan- 
iiaiT, the Frenclij under Victor, attacked 
this ill-fated army, and instantly put it to 
tlm rout^ some laid down their arms, others 
fled wildly across the fields. The fugitives, 
in their panic, rnslung on the enemy^s artil- 
lerj^j were cut down with grape-shot. The 
victors immediately rushed into the to%vii of 
Ilclcs, and, to compel the inhabit ants to 
discover where their valuables were secreted, 
they put them to the torture* Having ob¬ 
tained the portable wealth of the place, they 
yoked the towus-people together, and load¬ 
ing them with their own furniture, and 
[uling it in heaps on the castle-liill, set fire 
to it. They tlien dragged a considerable 
number of the inhabitants to the shambles, 
and there butchered them. These mon¬ 
sters, besides perpetrating atrocities that 
“ cannot be hinted at without violating the 
decencies of language and the reverence 
which is due to humanity/’ tore the nun 
from the altar, the wife froin her hus¬ 
band’s corpse, and the virgin from her nio- 
tliar’s arms, and treated them with such foul 
brutality, that many of their victims expired 
on the spot. The loss of the patriots was 
great in killed, wounded, and prisoners; of 
the latter of whom the French boasted that 
they had taken 300 officers and 12,000 
men, though Vanegas’ force did not exceed 
8,000 foot, and 1,900 horse, A great num¬ 
ber of the prisoners were massacred in cold 


blood; the rest were marched to Madrid, 
and such as fell by the way from hunger 
and exhaustion were shot by their captors. 

Tlie affairs of the patriots in Catalonia 
were equally inauspicious. St. Cyr attacked 
(February 17) the Spanish troops assem¬ 
bled at Igualada, under Juan Baptista cle j 
Castro, as a nucleus for the formation of j 
a levy en massey which had, in obedience | 
to the order of the central junta, !)een 
ordered to be raised for tlie relief of Sara¬ 
gossa, and quickly put them to tlie rout* 
He immediately marched against Keding, 
sacking and burning, in his progress, Villar- 
rodona and La Puebla; and for the purpose 
of cutting off Reding’s retreat to Tarragona, 
and intercept his communications with that 
fortress, he took possession of Vails* 

Reding was now on his march to Tar¬ 
ragona, with 12,000 troops, in- a state of 
discipline superior to that of any body of 
troops wliich the patriots had yet been able 
to bring into the field in that quarter. The 
vanguard and the centre had in the course 
of its night march (February 24th) passed 
the town of Vails, wdicn a volley of mus¬ 
ketry being poured in, tlic Spaniards, both 
those that iiad passed the town and those 
who had not come up, took their battle 
station with alacrity and precision; the ar¬ 
tillery on both sides began to play ; and at 
the same moment tlie French, descending 
from the heights of Vails, ivere met by the 
Spaniards, and attacked so vigorously, that 
they were driven back to tlie heights* But 
reinforcements aiTiving to their aid, liediiig, 
on account of tlie exhausted state of his , 
army from its night march, determined to 
retreat tow'ards Tari'agona. But the fol¬ 
lowing morning forced him to a re-engage- 
ment, when, after a sliort combat, with the 
loss of 2,000 men and all their artillery and 
baggage, Reding was severely wounded, 
having received five sabre wounds, from the 
effects of which he shortly after died*"^ 


■ Tlie eulogy on tins brave man—^the real con¬ 
queror at Baylen, whatever Spaniards may say to tlie 
contrary by ^Ir. SouthevT is too touching and 
appropriate to need an apolog)' for its introduction 
here:'— 

The cause for which Theodore Reding fell, was the 
same for which his brother Alo}'s had fought amidst 
their native mountains; it the cause of his own 
countrj'mcn, as well as of the Spaniards; the cause 
of all good men everywhere. The motives for which 
ordinary wars have been undertaken are so mean and 
transitoiy', and come so little to the heart of man, 
til at aficr a few years have elapsed all interest con- 
eermiig them Is exhausted; and even nationality 
does not prevent us from feeling that they whose 


lives have been expended in such contests, have died 
rather in the exercise of their profession than of their 
d uty. B u t th e fitr u ggle of S pam ago in st B uonapar tc 
is of the same c tern id and unfading interest as the 
wars of Greece against Xentes: at whatever distance 
of time its records eliall be perused, they will excite 
in every generous mintl the same indignant and en- 
nohiing sympathy. Not, thertfore, in an ungrateful 
service did lie ding lay down ids life, for with those 
records his name will he perpetuated; Switzerland 
will remember him with pride, as one of the most 
honourable, though not the most fortunate of her 
sons; and Spain witJi respectful gratitude, as a sol¬ 
dier not unworthy of her service in its best day, and 
true to it in its u orstr” 
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The discomfited patriots fled to the moim- 
taius> or to Tortosaj or Barcelona, 

The result of this victory ’vvas, that the 
French^ on the folluwitig day^ entered Reuss^ 
a rich eommercial city, which saved itself 
from inevitahle destruction by voiimtarily 
raising a large contribution for the French 
array. The sick and wounded Spaniards in 
the hospitals were sent by St. Cyr to Tar* 

1 ragona, who, as they amounted to several 
thousands, occasioned an infectious disease 
to break out in that city* 

St, Cyr had hoped by his victoiy at Yalls, 
assisted by his ruse of sending the sick and 
wounded to Tarragona, that the Spaniards 
Avould be convinced of their usual inferiority 
to their conquerors, and their hopelessness 
' of escaping the horrors of war. But he 
was mistaken, so far tVoin having that eflect 
the spirit of the Catalans was raised, and 
and tlie central junta spoke of his victory 
in their proclamations as one of those defeats 
ill wdiich ill-fortune brought with it no dis¬ 
honour, but rather hope and confidence, 

, They never believed themselves conquered, 
or doubted of their overcoming their ene¬ 
mies. Neither did they allow themselves to 
be depressed by reverses. Like the Roman 
' senate, which after the defeat of Cannse, 

1 thanked Yams that he had not despaired of 
the salvation oE Rome j so the supreme 
junta of SeriUe declared, hy a public or- 
donnance, after Cueata^s signal overthrow at 
Medellin, that he and his army had deserved 
well of their country, and awarded them 
the like recompense as if they had been 
victorious* Tiieir patriotism ivas a religion, 
i as it was with the ancient Romans, who 
never allowed themselves to despaii, or 
! believed that tliey had been conquered, 

1 even in the midst of disastei’s. As the 

1 sacred eagles of the god of the capitol, bore 

1 aloft in battle, led the Romans on to vic¬ 
tory, the religious sentiment of dependence 
on tlieir patron saint animated and cheered 
QU the Spaniards in theh aspirations for 
independent nationality. The vision of 
driving the enemy across the frontier,^' 
constantly flitted before their eyes, and in¬ 
spired them with renewed hope. 

The enemy now occupied Yilla Franca 
and the port of Salen, and thus cut off 
Tarragona from all communication by sea 
and land with the rest of Spain. Want of 
provisions, liowever, compelled them to re¬ 
treat from that city; St. Cyr accordingly 
retrograded towai'ds the Lobregat and the 
French frontier, and took post near Yich, 
vuL. r. s 

for the purpose of preparing for the siege of 
Gerona. 

On his retreat, the Somatenes and Migu- 
elites reissued from their inoiintains in re¬ 
newed force and vigour. These irregular 
troops began to acquire that superiority 
which this species of warfare assured them; 
Chahron^s division, harassed by repeated as¬ 
saults, fell back from Ignaiada on Yilla 
Franca, and the Spaniards, pushing parties 
up to the walls of Barcelona, cut off St* 
Cyr^s communication with that city, and so 
excited Duhesme’s apprehensions of the 
patriots within the city gaining possession 
of some of the gates, and delivering them up 
to their coimtiymen, tlmt he determined to 
compel all the pxancipal fimctionaries and 
the militaiT to take the oath of allegiance 
to the intiWers; and on their refusal to 
disgrace themselves and betray their country, 
both civilians and militaiy were sent as 
prisoners of war into France. 

To so high a pitch had the spirit of patri¬ 
otism risen among the rural population of 
the mountainous districts, that the peasants 
of the ^'alles displayed a memorable example 
of the sacrifices that love of country will ' 
excite the heart of man to make. Theii^ 
country lies in the line between Yich and , 
Barcelona; and the peasants taking arms to 
impede the communication, ocenpied the 
heights near the church of Canovcllas, about 
a mile from Granollers, which is the capital 
of that district. The distinct is so strong, ’ 
that the invaders were desirous of opening 
the communication by persuasion rather than 
by force, and therefore communicated to the 
insui'geuts, that the French commanders Iiad 
ordered their troops to make war on soldiers 
only, not on peasants; that if they would 
lay down their arms, and retire every man 
to his house, no injury should be done them; | 
but otlierwiae, there was a division in their 
front, and another was coming in their rear. 

A written answer was returned in the name 
of the peasants of the Valles. They lield 

it a great honour/' they said, to form a 
part, but a small one, of the Spanish 
nation; and they had seen wLat their re¬ 
quital had beeu from receiving and enter¬ 
taining the French troops, when their gov¬ 
ernment had commanded them to do so; 
their peaceful habitations had been in¬ 
vaded, their property plundered, their houses 
burned, their iromen violated, their breth¬ 
ren murdered in cold blood ; and, above all, 
the religion of theh forefathers outraged and 
profaned, Nothing remained for them but 
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to repel force by force. General St. Cyr 
and his companions might have the poor 
glory of beholding that country one heap of 
ruins ; they might pass in triumph over tlie 
bodies of those whom they had sacrificed; 
hut neither they nor their master should 
ever say that the people of the Valles had 
submitted their necks to a yoke which the 
whole nation Imd mdigeantly spurned/^ 
The success with which these peasants ha¬ 
rassed the Frenchj and cut off some of their 
artillery and baggage, raised the spirits of 
the Catalans more than the battle of Vails 
had depressed them. The devoted attach¬ 
ment of the Spanish peasantiy to their 
country is admirably exhibited in the fol- 
lowdng incident mentioned by M, ilocca in 
his MSmh'es de la Guerre Frangahe en 
Ptnimule* 

" Among the insurgent peasants seized by 
our skirmishers, was one armed with a gtm, 
wlio was driving before him an ass, laden 
with provisions for his famiijL The officer 
of the advanced guard took pity on him, 
and ordered liim to be set at liberty, making 
signs to him to escape. The peasant availed 
himself of the boon granted, but quickly 
returned and fired at liis deliverer; but tlie 
ball missed. The man had hoped to die 
a martyr, by killing one whom he supposed 
to be one of our chiefs. On being brought 
before the colonel of the regiment, our men 
told him that he would be shot; he imme¬ 
diately, and proudly, knelt down, prayed to 
the Virgin Mary and the saints, and then 
awaited his death. Had these men,^^ says 
the narrator, have known how to fight as 
well as they did to die, wc should not so 
easily have passed the Pyrenees/^ 

Tlic next calamity that befel the patriot 
cause was the defeat of the Estramaduran 
army, under Cartajal, at La Carolina, or as 
it is sometimes termed, Ciudad KeaL Here 
general Sebastiani attacked him (March 


THE BATTLE OF MEDELLIN. 


The battle of Medellin, or, as it is some¬ 
times termed, Merida, began about eleven 
o'clock, on the 28th of March. The French 
batteries opened on the Spanish infantry, ivho 
liad been ordered to charge with the bayonet, 
and take them; tlie order was bravely obeyed; 
two regiments of French dragoons charged 
the foot, but were repulsed with loss; the 
German division, which had been formed 
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27th), and quickly putting his army to the 
rout, pursued it to the entrance of the SiciTa 
Morena, capturing 4,000 prisonei's, among 
whom were 200 officers, 18 pieces of cannon, 
and sabring 3,000 of the scared troops in 
their flight, though, according to his official 
repoii:, they had fled on the first charge, 
^rithont the least resistance. 

A still greater disaster awaited Cuesta^s 
army in Esti^emadura. The French haring 
crossed tlie Tagus, by the Puerto del Arzo- 
bispo, and dislodged the Spaniards from 
their position at Mesa d*Ibor, advanced 
against Cuesta, but in their march the chas¬ 
seurs of the advanced guard were surprised 
at the tillage of Slia Casas by some squad¬ 
rons of tlie enemy^s cavaliy, and lost above 
150 of their party. Cuesta now apprehend¬ 
ing, from the circumstance of a heavy train 
of artillery ha\dng been sent from Madrid 
towards Estremadura, tliat the object of the 
enemy quitting Im strong position at the 
bridge of Almarez, was to lay siege to 
BadaJosj posted his army, consisting of , 
20,000 infantry and 2,000 cavalry, at Me- , 
dcllin, for the purpose of annoying tlie 
besiegers in their operations against tliat 
city, and cutting off their commiinicatiou 
with Madrid. At first the Spaniards occu¬ 
pied the heights and the town of Don Benito, 
but perhaps influenced by the recollection 
of the victory gained by tneir ancestors over 
the Moors on those plains, Cuesta drew up 
his army in a kind of crescent, in one line, 
of about a league in extent, without any 
reserve, or availing himself of any advantage 
of ground, on the wide and open plain in 
front of Medeliin, so confident was he of the 
result of the contest. Tlie French army, 
under Victor, amounted to 18,000 infantry 
and 2,500 cavalry, and had been concen¬ 
trated on the 21st of March, in Merida and 
its neighbourhood, crossing the Guadiana, 
advanced against the patriots on the 28tli. 


in the centre of the enemy^s line in close 
columns, being now resolutely attacked, 
formed itself into square, but resisted with 
so much difficulty, that Cuesta was in full 
hope of a complete victory, and Victor not 
without apprehensions of a defeat, till part 
of the French reserve succeeded in enabling 
thefr comrades to keep their ground. The 
Spaniards on the left hud taken the first 
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battery, wlien a strong body of cavaliy ad¬ 
vancing to recover it, tbe whole of the 
Spanish cavalry on the left took panic, 
and, without facing the foe, or attempting 
to make the least stand, fled in the greatest 
disorder from the field, most of them to 
the distance of many leagues. The day 
being irrecoverably lost by tlie defeat of 

1 the left wing, the victors turned on the 
centre and the right, iind dh'ecting the 
j whole force of their artilleiT on those 
columns, a total dispersion of both took 
place, though tlie right wing had, while the 
discomfiture of the left wing was taking 
place, compelled the enemy to give ground, 

1 and was following up its success. A chain 

1 of cavalry now forming around the routed 
patriots, gave no quarter, in pmsuanee of i 
the murderous system on wliicli it had 
been instructed to act. The suiTivors threw 
down their arms, and took to lieadlong 
flight, pursued by the whole of the French 
cavalry. The infantry followed the cavalry, 
and despatched the wounded with their 
bayonets. Weariness, rather tlian compunc¬ 
tion, put a stop to the carnage. The Spanish 
loss in killed is variously stated from 7,000 
to 12,000 men. Two regiments of Swiss 
and Walloon guards were stretched on the 
field in the very line they had occupied in 
battle. The loss in prisoners was from 3,000 
to 7,000; but of the latter not 2,000 ever 
reached \ladriti A wounded Spanish offi¬ 
cer was brought into the room where Victor 
was at supper, when the French marshal 
said to him, If mv orders had been 
obeyed, sir, yon would not liave been here/^^ 
Those orders had been too well obeyed. 
Tlie French dragoons were a large part of 
the night of the battle employed in riibbmg 
their sword-arms with soap and spirits, to re¬ 
cover the muscles, from that day^s slaughter. 
And their cruelty was not yet satiated. A 
peasant in one of the neighbouring villages 
had a son in Cuesta^s array; when the army 
drew near Medellin, Juanas conversation m- 
duced his two brothers to join the array as 
volunteers. Juan was never after seen; but 
tlie father, on searching the field of battle, 

• In the pursuit from Medellin, and some other 
battle-fields of the feeble efforts of the patriots, the 
savage work of pursuing and slaughtering, for several 
miles, the suppheating and defenceless fugitives, is 
spoken of in the French nocounta of those battlos, as 
a severe labour that quite exhausted the victors j in 
the language of the narrator, “ they were worn out 

1 in the savage and merciless work.” In one battle nine 
! thousand fugitive peasants were cut down ; in ano- 
1 ther, three thousand of the fleeing host ivere slaugh- 

found Antouio'a body, and his wounded 
brother Carlos weeping over it. He removed 
the dead sou and the living one to his cot¬ 
tage. A party of the French, m their 
work of pillage, entering the house, deliber¬ 
ately shot the wounded son before the face 
of his father. When every thing had been 
lost by the ill-fated patriots, and that their 
last battalion had been broken and scat¬ 
tered, the duke of Albuquerque, and generals 
Alava and Egnia, with an English officer 
of the name of VSlrittingham, and a few 
orderhes, remained on tlie field, endeavour¬ 
ing to rally and form the scared and fleeing 
Spaniards. This little party, when they saw 
that all was lost, broke through the chain of 
cavahy by which tliey were surrounded, 
and in tlie course of their flight general 
Alava w^as addressed by name by a wounded 
Spanish soldier, who entreated him not to 
leave him to be butchcretl by the merciless 
French soldiery. The gener^, disregarding 
the imminent danger in wliich his own life 
would, by the delay, he placed, from the hot 
pursuit of the approaching Frencli dragoons, 
pulled up, and desired the soldier to monnt 
behind him, deelaring that they would 
eseape, or fall together. As soon as the 
wounded man was mounted, en croiip^ the 
horse was again urged forward, and fortu¬ 
nately both the wounded soldier and the 
noble-hearted general escaped their merciless 
pursuers. 

When Cuesta had collected the remains 
of his fugitive troops "at tlie rallying point 
Xderena, he thanked them, in his general 
orders, for their good conduct, excepting by 
name the horse regiments that had disgrace¬ 
fully fled. Tlirec of the colonels he sus¬ 
pended from their rank, and he took fronn 
tbe privates one of their pistols, till by some 
good service they should regain the honour 
wliich they had lost. The conduct of the 
junta was equally magnanimous and politic. 
They decreed pensions to the widows and 
orphans of ail who had fallen at Medellin, 
in proportion to their rank and eirenm- 
stances, and a badge of distinction to those 
corps who had distinguished themselves, 

tered ; and in neither case, did tlie jnercUesa havoc 
cease while a fugitive could be overtaken. At Ucles, 
a large number of the nine tlieusand prisoners taken, 
when they could march no farther through inanition 
and fatigue, were shot without mercy. Nor was this 
an isolated instance of French cruelty. At Ucles 
many of the principal inhabitants were hound in pairs 
and massacred in the slaughter-houses, and their 
wives and daughters delivered over to the passioTy* 
and brutality of the soldiery. 
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I They pronounced that the general and tlie 
I body of the army had deserved well of their 
country. Knowing that Cuesta had been 
lamed, by the fall from his liorsCj tlaey re¬ 
quired him in all his despatclies to report 
the state of his healtli* In the preamble to 
their decree they said that all the details of 
tlie battle tended to console them for its 
loss, and that the spirit of Herman Cortes 
migiit have beheld iiitli joy the courage 
‘ which his countrymen had manifested upon 
the scene of his childhood* The example 
of that day, they said, might make them 
hope that with perseverance they miglit 
form an infantry capable of defending the 
national independence; an infantry that 
should be the worthy rival and successor of 
those famous Te^xioSj which, under the best 
captains in the world, had supported the 
glory of Spain in Flanders and in Italy, and 
in Germany. 

On the death of lleding, Blake having 
been appointed liis successor in the com¬ 
mand of the Catalonian patriot army, his 
appointment so raised tlie spirits of the 
soldiers and the people, that the inhabi¬ 
tants of Monzoiij a fortification on the left 
bank of the Cinca, rose upon the Frencli 
garrison, who were tyranni:£ing over the 
country, and levying contributions without 
mercy, and drove the invaders out* They 
had been enabled to effect this from the 
absence of the greater part of the garrison, 
being marched to the town of Albalda, which 
had refused to answer one of tlieir oppressive 
demands, and was to be made, in French phra¬ 
seology, an example of for its disobedience. 
In tlieir attempt to retake the place, and 
punish the inhabitants, the French lost in 
prisoners eight companies, who were cut off 
in their attempt to recross the Cinca, after 
having being repulsed from Monsson* 

To revenge the affront received on the 
Cinca, and repair the late reverses, Suchet, 
who had superseded Jnnot in Arragon, 
advanced from Saragossa vith 10,000 
infantry and 800 cavalry against Blake, who 
was posted in the plain of Alcaniz, in front 
of that city* At six of the morning of 
Slay 26tli, the hostile armies were in front 
of each other. The action began by an 
attack by the French on the centre of tlie 
Spanish hue, which w^as with difficulty 
repulsed. Defeated in this attempt, Suchet 
withdrew- to the heights, on which he 
originally took post; and after an action of 
seven hours, both armies stood looking at 
each other; but a false report being spread 
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by a drummer in the course of the night, I 
tlie French army was so panic-struck, that ’ 
it fled towai'ds Saragossa in confusion, as if ' 
it had been utterly routed, leaving 50Q dead i i 
on tlie field, and about as many wounded* ; 
The loss of the Spaniards was ncit 400, 

Blake, inspirited by his recent success, 
determined to recover Saragossa, On the 
14tli of June, he was in front of that city, , 
with au army of 17,000 men. Early on the ' 
following morning, Suchet drew out his ' 
whole force from Saragossa, and the battle ; 
was fought under the walls of the town* 
The file began at the advanced posts at five 
in the morning, and continued increasing 
till the same time in the afternoon, when a 
violent storm arising, which concealed the 
two from each other, the French general 
having during the obscurity prepared for the 
decisive movement of breaking tlie Spanish 
line,—no sooner had the weather cleared, 
than he made a rapid charge on tlie Spanish 
right, and having broken it, tinned fiercely 
on the centre. To prevent a total rout, 
Blake withdrew his army, and retreated to 
Barrita, where he was joined by Areizaga, 
with 5,000 men* The loss of tlie Spaniards 
was 1,000 men and twenty guns; that of 
the French 800. This battle, in Spanish 
history, is termed the Battle of Maria. 

On the following day he retreated to 
Belchite, where he was followed and at¬ 
tacked by Suchet, After four or five shots ' 
had been, fired on both sides, and a few 
shells liad been thrown by the French, 
which wounded four or five men, one of the 
shots falling into the middle of a regiment, 
the men w'ere seized with a sudden panic, 
and fled; the panic instantantJy spread; 
a second and a third regiment ran away 
without firing a gun, and in a few minutes 
the generals were left with none but a few 
officers ill the midst of the position. With 
all tlieir efforts, they could not rally more 
than 200 men, and no other remedy was left ' 
to them but flight, leaving artillery, baggage, ' 
ammunition, and all the materiel of the aimiy ! 
in the possession of the enemy* The fall ' 
of the fortresses of Tortoso, MoreUa, ami ' 

Moiizon was the result of this defeat, | 

The defeat w-as, in all its circumstances, 
so disgraceful and disheartening, tliat Blake j, 
almost sank under it* He wrote to the i 
governuient, that the calamity was so op¬ 
pressive to his feelings, that lie ivas not able 
to enter into its details, but considered it 
due to the nation that a judicial inquiiy 
sliould be instituted into the conduct of a 
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^eneralj under whose couimand an army of 
from 13,000 to 14,000 effective men bad 
been utterly routed and disiiersed* He 
knew that he had not been culpable/" he 
saifl, “ but after so many proofs of his un¬ 
happy fortune, lie wished not to be em¬ 
ployed any longer in command. As a 
Spaniard and a soldier, he was still ready 
to serve his country in an infenor station, 
and he requested that only some portion of 
his present pay might be continued for the 
support of his family, or a part of the 
encomienda which had recently been eon- 
ferred on him, but whieli it was not fitting 
that one so useless should retain,"" Tlie 


government neither accepted his offered 
resignation, nor instituted any inquiry,—for 
the Homan senate never demeaned itself 
more generously towards their unfortunate 
general, than did the central junta of Spain 
—it declared that the commander-in-chief 
and the generals had done their duty, and 
retained the confidence of the country. To 
brand the fngitives in a body would have 
been useless. A religion which is contented 
to accept the slightest degree of contrition, 
and keeps short reckoning with conscience, 
would soon teach them to be on easy terms 
with themselves. 


SIEGE (THE THIRD AND LAST) OF GERONA. 


The town and fortress of Gerona stand 
upon the side and foot of a hill, where the 
liUle river, Ouaiv which divides the city 
from the sulmrbs, falls into the Ter. A 
w^all fifteen feet high surrounds the upper 
town, hut a rampart and wet ditch protect 
the lower. The citadel, Moiijuic, and the 
forts termed the Capueins, which ai^e situ¬ 
ated on rocky eminences, constituted the 
principal defence. Monjuic was a square 
foi't about 240 yards on each face, and was 
situate about sixty fiithoms from the city. 

The reduction of this place was an object 
of deep interest to the despoiler of Spanish 
freedom and nationality, and since the last 
attempt of his generals to obtain its posses¬ 
sion, they had been busily preparing for 
their renewed assault. The brave Geronans 
and their gallant governor, JIariano Alvarea, 
w^re as actively employed in their efforts 
for defence, and exhibiting a sacrifice of 
heroic duty, no less memorable than that 
which Saragossa had displayed; to which 
they were encouraged by having tivice driven 
tlic enemy from before their waits. The 
inhabitants of tlie place were about 14,000^ 

* The Spaaiartls are the most superstitious and 
credidous people on the face of the earth. Every 
to’RTi and even every village have their patrons, to 
whom they pray, and on whom they place iheir con¬ 
fidence* In all the towns and villages, and even on 
the high roads, saints and virgins are set up in 
niches, with the inscriptions underneath, “ One thou¬ 
sand years”—“ Two thousand years”—Ten thou¬ 
sand years" indulgences for every one who will say 
five Waters, and five Aves before this holy image-^" 
Their lofty opinions of themselves and their nation 
arc on a par witli their superstitious notions. Such is 
their nature, that imagination cannot tax itself suf¬ 
ficiently to produce absurdities proportionately to 
their credulity. During tlie siege of Saragossa, the 


but tliey were overlaid by priests and reli- 
gieux, who formed more than a fourth of the 
number. Tlie garrison consisted of 3,400 
men. TheEreiich army numbered 30,000 
men, under the command of St, Cjt, and 
A^erdier. 

Every militaiy preparation that the eh’- 
cumstances permitted was taken to prepare 
for the contest; and as the surest reliance 
was to be placed on that moral resistance, 
of which the Saragossans had set them so 
glorious an example, the whole male pop¬ 
ulation, without distinction of rank or age, 
formed itself into a corps, to support the 
efforts of the ganison. AVomen, too, even 
of the lughest rank and station, formed 
themselves into an association wdiich they 
called "The Company of St. Barbara,"" to 
bear away and attend to the woimded, and 
pez'form whatever duties lay in their power, 
tis their countrywomen had done at Sara¬ 
gossa. Tlie patron saint of the towm, St. 
Narcissus,^ or as he was called in the dipt 
language of the province, St. Narcis, and 
who had obtained the credit of defeating 
Duhesme in his attempt on the city, was de- 

ex tvavagant report that the Freiieh were in head¬ 
long flight, and the marquis de Lazar was wasting 
France in his march to Paris, met witli implicit cre¬ 
dence. Several nuns, who believed themselves to be 
inspired prophetesses, were produced to the inhabi¬ 
tants of Seville, to assure them, that if ever the 
French should see the walls of that town, the fire 
of heaven would fall upon them, before they could 
reach ihe gates. In many other towns, the same 
prophetic inspiration descended on the nuns, who 
mvariabiy predicted the destruction that awaited the 
invaders; and their extravagant predictions were 
religiously believed by the populace : so hoodwinked 
and stultified ivere that people by priesth craft; and 
delusion- 
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dared generalissimo of the armies. To 
give effect to the appointment of Bis saint- 
ship, the aid of Bomish superstition was in¬ 
voked, A meeting was held for the pur¬ 
pose, of the municipality, the chapter, tlie 
heads of the reJigious houses, and all the 
chief persons of the city, Julien Bolivar pre¬ 
siding, as the king's Heutenant. Resolutions 
were passed, that seeing St, Narcissus had 
always vouclisafed his especial protection to 
the pmcipality of Catalonia, as had been 
manifested dui*ing the former invasions of 
the Fmnch, and recently by the defeat of 
Buliesme, whidi was wholly owing to his 
favour ; and seeing, moreover, that for the 
piupose of resisting the tyraonj?^ and op¬ 
pression of Napoleon Buonaparte, it was 
necessaiy to appoint a commander, who 
should he capable of directing their opei'a- 
tions and repulsing so inveterate and cruel 
an enemy, no one could so Avorthily fill 
that office as the inducible patron and 
martyr, St, Narcis; and therefore, in the 
name of Ferdinandthc king, they nominated 
liim gencraligsimo of all the Spanish forces, 
by land and sea, and confided to him the de¬ 
fence of Gerona, of its district, and of tlie 
whole principality. On the following Sunday, 
the junta, with all the clergy and persons of 
distinction, went in procession to notify tliis 
appointment to the saint, in his shrine in 
the church of St, Felix; the shrine was 
opened, and a generaks staff, a sword, and 
a belt, all idcJily ornamented, were deposited 
beside the relics of the chosen commander; 
and the enthusiastie joy which the mummejy 
excited was such, that the spectators said it 
seemed as if tlie glory of the Lord had 
descended and filled tlie church, manifesting 
that their devotion was approved and blessed 
by heaven. And further to animate his 
fellow-townsmen, and restrain by fear the 
few treacherous that might be waiting, 
wlien an opportunity offered, to side wirii 
the foe, and betray their countrj% Alvarez 
published an edict, forbidding all persons 
from speaking of capitulation, on pain of 
immediate death, without exception of i^ank, 
class, or condition: the noble order ran 
thus, and was dated May 5th : — “ Whoever, 
»j)eaks of a capitulation or surrender, shall 
be instantly put to death and the order 
was received, both by the gamson and 
people, with acclamations. 

On the 6t]i of May the besiegers first ap¬ 
peared on the heights of Casa Roca and 
Costarroga, ou the opposite side of tlie Ter, 
and began to form their lines without op- 
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position, Mhen the lines were completed, 
and everything ready to commence the bom¬ 
bardment, a flag of truce was sent (the 12th 
of June), requiring submission, Alvarex 
desired the officer who was the bearer of the 
summons, to tell his general to save himself 
the trouble of pending flags of truce iu 
future, as no other communication would be 
held with liim but at the mouth of the can¬ 
non, On the night of tlie day following the 
summons, about an hour after midnight, tlie 
bombardment began. Then, for the first 
time, the gmerale^ or alarm, was beat ; a 
somd that afterwards became soffequent in 
this devoted city. Roused from their sleep, 
the aged and tlie children repaired to cellars 
and other places of imagined seeuntj^, which 
they who could had provided for this emer¬ 
gency; and the female company of St Bar¬ 
bara hastened to their posts. The bom¬ 
bardment continued, and, among other 
buildings, the military hospital and tliose of 
St, Boraingo and St. hlartin were destroyed, 
so that, as the sick and wounded increased, 
tlie difficulty of providing for them was 
greatly augmented. About the end of the 
month an epidemic affection, in the shajie 
of a bilious fever of the bow^ek, became pre¬ 
valent, occasioned partly by the perpetual agi¬ 
tation of mind which the people endured, 
and partly by sleeping in damp subterraueaii 
places. 

During these operations Palamos, a port 
by means of which. Gerona communicated by 
sea irith Tarragona, was carried by assault, 
by Italian troops under general Fontaue, 
and the only persons found in it who were 
spared from slaughter, were the few who 
threw themselves into the sea, to escape the 
ferocity of the foe. This dreadful carnage 
was highly approved of by St, C}T ; it would 
prove, he said, useful as an example to other 
towns. The express words of the heartless 
soldier were: '^La gloire de defendre ses 
foyers domestiquea, menaces par Fetrangsr, 
est gx'ande, la plus, grande de toutes, peut- 
etre; mais la vertu qui y fait pretendre, nc 
serait point la primieres des vertus, si elle 
pouvail ^tre pratiquee sans peril 

Verdier, in the mean time, prosecuted the 
siege with rigour. The suburbs were soon 
reudered untenable, and by the beginning 
of June, their batteries keeping up an in¬ 
cessant fire upon three sides of the fortress 
of Monjnic, the angle upon which the flag 
was hoisted fell into the ditch; Mariano 
Montano, who commanded at this post, in¬ 
stantly descended amidst a shower of halls, 
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' brought it up in safety^ and replanted it on 
the walla. The breaching batteries haring 
thundered incessantly on the walls for a 
fortnight^ a breach having been effected wide 
enough for forty men abieastj about three 

1 o’clock of tlie morning of the 8th of July, 
ati assaultj under cover of a tremendous 
bombardment, was made by a close column 
of 6,000 of the eneiny. Thrice the assail¬ 
ants renewed the assault, and thrice thc}^ 
\YCre driven back. Tlie summit of the breach 
was so formidably hatricaded, that it was 

1 not possible to surmoimt the obstacles ; and 
the flanking fire of the half-moon and ra¬ 
velin did such fearful execution among them, 

1 that their loss in killed and wounded 
amounted to above one thousand men, A 
niorto which lay masked among the ruins 
of the ravelin, and which discharged five 
hundred muskct-balls at every shot, was 
played full iipon the foe, and tlie havoc 
which it made was immense. Tlie company 
of St. Barbara distinguished themselves on 
this occasion; covered with dust and blood, 
under the buniiug heat of July, and through 
the incessant fire of the batteries and mus¬ 
ketry, they earned water and wine to the 
soldiers, and bore back the wounded. 
Throughout the whole siege those heroic 
women shrunk from no duty, however la¬ 
borious, however perilous, or however pain- 
fuL In the frequent removal of the hos¬ 
pitals, which the bombardment occasioned, 
the exertions of tlie company of St, Barbara 
were attended with the severest toil, and the 
most imminent danger. Three of the lead¬ 
ers are especially mentioned—Dona Lucia 
J oauE dc Pilisger jtj Dana Mariangela Viveru, 
and Dona Maria Custi, commandants of the 
tlircc dirisions of St, Narcis, St. Dorothy, 
and St. Eulalia. An instance of extraordi- 
, liai'y heroism was displayed one day by a 
i youthful drummer of the name of Luciano 
Ancio* He was stationed to give the alarm 
wlienever a shell was tlirown; a ball struck 
off his leg at the knee, but when the women 
came to remove him, he begged of them to 
leave him wlicre lie was, saying, “As my 
arms are left, I can still beat the drum, to 
give my comrades warning in time to save 
themselves.” Every day produced similar 
acts of lieroism, both among the garrison 
and the townspeople. 

The severe loss which the enemy had re¬ 
ceived in their late attack, conrineed Ithera 
that Monjuic was not to be taken by assault'; 
they therefore resorted to the operation of 
tho sap and mine. During the miniug 

operations, repeated attempts were made 
night after night to storm the raveliu, 
which was now the chief defence of Jlonjuic, 
but as it was a point of contention with the 
garrison ivho should be stationed there, the 
defenders were always ready, and always re¬ 
pulsed the enemy. I'o harass the garrison | 
as much as possible, marksmen and sharp- , 
shooters were thickly stationed in the 
trenches, and so fatal n^as their aim, tiiat for 
any of the garrison to be seen only for a 
moment was certain death; and this process 
of destruction was carried on so eftectualiy, 
that it became only possible to observe what 
the enemy was about, by some one in the 
fosse lifting up his head and taking a mo¬ 
mentary glance, for the besiegers had pushed 
their parallels to the very edge of the fosse. 

Monjuic had noiv held out thirty-seven 
days since the practicable breach had been | 
made. The defences being utterly ruined, 
and the fort no longer tenable, the governor 
deemed it his duty to preserve tho men still 
left, that they might assist in the defence of 
the city. On the evening of the llth of 
August he abandoned the ruins, and retired 
into Gerona, Five liundrcd of the intrepid 
garrisDn, wdiich originally consisted of nine 
iinudred men, had been killed and grounded, 
but the assailants had lost six times the 
number. J list after the fall of Monjuic, the 
gamson of Gerona was recruited by the ar¬ 
rival of seven hundred volunteers from the 
neighbouring toims and villages, who had 
passed unobserved through the enemy^s 
lines. 

About the end of August several breaches 
had been made in the walls of the lower 
town, from the batteries which the enemy 
had planted on Monjuic. Every hour an 
assault being expected, tmd as strong appeals 
had been made by many of the inhabitants 
to the governor to propose terms of capitula¬ 
tion, he published the following order to the 
troops occupying the first posts :— “ The 
troops that occupy the second line have or¬ 
ders to fire on any Spaniards who retreat 
from the first line, as enemies to their coun¬ 
try, who, by their example, do greater in¬ 
jury tlian tlie foreign enemy.” But the 
garrison was now so greatly reduced by ' 
death and wounds, that the hospitals could 
no longer contain the numbers that required | 
admission; the contagion increased, and be- ! 
came more virulent; the magazines were | 
exhausted, and famine was beginning to be ! 
severely felt. Still not a word of capitula¬ 
tion was heard mthin the city. ! 
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lu this critical moment Blake advanced 
with an army of 14^000 men, and a large 
convoy of supplies^ to the relief of the place, 
Having made arrangements with Claros and 
Boviroj two Somatene chiefs, to threaten 
the besiegers^ posts on tlie north, from the 
side of EigueraSj he advanced from tlie side 
of Hostalrich, He accomplished his pur¬ 
pose by diverting their attention on various 
points of their extensive line, and iudncing 
them to suppose that he inteiided to give 
battle in tlie quarter directly opposite to 
that by which the convoy was to proceed. 
This was accomplished with complete suc¬ 
cess by general Coiide and colonel O^BonnelL 
Those officers, liaving left 3,000 men to re¬ 
inforce the garrison, returned successfully 
with tlie j‘est of their force and the l>easts 
of burden, to Hostalricln As the stores in¬ 
troduced amounted only to a fifteen days' 
supply, Alvarez reduced tlie rations one-half, 
resolved to meet the extremity which he saw 
was now to be expected. At this time the 
convent 'of N. Seiiora dc los Angeles, the 
chief outpost held by the besieged without 
the city, and which was an important point, 
as facilitating both ingress and egress for 
the besieged, was carried by the enemy, 
after a brave resistance by its garrison of 
500 men, wdien every man was mercilessly 
put to the sword, except the governor and 
three other officers, who, leaping from the 
windows^ escaped ; in retaliation, as the cap- 
1 tors said, for the massacre of some of their 
sick and wounded who had fallen into the 
hand of Roviro and other guerilla cliiefs. 

Tlie fire of the breaching batteiies was 

1 now recommenced wdtii redoubled firry, on 
the three points of St. Lucia, St. Christobal, 

1 and the Quartel de Alemanes, or quarter of 
the Germans, that the French might enter 
over their ruins as by a bridge. The fire was 
well sustained by the besieged in return; 
but the French had so greatly the advantage, 
both m the size and number of their artillery, 
that Alvarez ordered a sortie, for the pur¬ 
pose of spiking the enemy's guns, and de ^ 
I stroying his most advanced works ; but 
though the assailants were partly success¬ 
ful, tliey were repulsed. By the 18tli of 
' September, the batteiies had effected three 
enormoiia breeches, and the engineers de¬ 
clared that they were all practicable. But 
Moujiiic having taught the enemy not to be 
confident of success, a white flag was sent 
to the town, and the French officers re¬ 
fusing to retire on .tUvarez's verbal order to 
do so, they were iired cu. As soon as the 
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officers readied their own lines, a furious 
bombardment began on the town, and all 
the batteries opened on the walls and 
breaches; and this continued without 
intermission, till day-break of the 19th. 
Between the hours of three and four of that 
day, the enemy -vvas seen advancing in force 
towards the tlu'ee lireaches. Now was to 
commence a struggle of unparalleled resolu¬ 
tion and heroism. 

The tocsiu was rung from the cathe¬ 
dral and beaten through the streets. The 
whole of the inhabitants hurried to the posts 
assigned them, and calmly and silently, j 
amidst the fire of two hundred pieces of 
artillery, awaited death in tlie service of ' 
their country. There was scarcely an in- 1 
terval between the alann anti attack, so near 
to the walls were the points of which the 
enemy was in possession. Under a terrific 1 
fire of artillery that swept the ramparts by I 
which they were flanked, three massive ' 
columns of 2,000 men each marched direct to 1 
the breaches. The Geronans were prepared 
to receive tliem at each point. The com¬ 
pany of St. Barbara was distributed among 
the different posts, to perform their func¬ 
tions, and proclamations were issued invit¬ 
ing the other women of Gcrona to assist them 
in tlie awful hour. 

“ Three times did the assailants, with the 
most heroic courage, mount to the summit 
of the breaches, and three times were they i 
repulsed, by the equally heroic firmness of i 
the besieged.” At the Giiartel de Alemanes, ' 
they succeeded in forcing their way into j 
the first quadrangle of the bnilding, tlicir 
batteries in the meanwhile playing on the 
walls and buildings adjoining the breach ; 
when the Geronans, rushing forward, drove 
tliem back to the breach, the contending | 
parties fighting hand to hand all the wa^ 
Such was the press of the conflict, and such 
the enthusiasm that animated the defenders ' 
of the town, that impatient of the time 
required for re-loading their muskets, they 
caught up stones from the breach, and | 
brained their enemies with those readier : 
weapons. After a contest of two hour-s' 
duration, the enemy withdrew hastily and 
in disorder, leaving the breaches covered 
with his slain, and weakened by the loss 
of sixteen hundred men. Of the besieged 
forty-five fell on this glorious day, and 
197 were wounded. Among the "former 
were three gallant sons of England, by 
name Mai'shall, M'Carty, and O’Donnel. 
Alvai’eZj dining the whole of the assault, 
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liastened from post to post^ ivlierever there 
most need of his presence, provirling 
every directing all, and encouraging 

all: 'he had prepared cressets to light up the : 
walls and breaches in case the enemy should 
persist in his attempt after darkness had 

closed. * 1 1 

A. glorious success had been gained, but 
it brought the cQiifjucrors no rest, no respite, 
scarcely even a prolongation of hope i and 
after their exertions, the only refrcsli- 

ment they could obtain was a scanty mess 
of pulse or corn with a little oil, or a morsel 
of bacon in its stead, lor w^ant of other 
animal food, mules and hopes were slaugh¬ 
tered for the hospital and in the shamblGs* 
Fuel w'as exceedingly scarce ) yet the lieaps 
ivMcli were placed at the comers of the 
streets, to illuminate them in case of danger, 
remained untoiiclicd, and not a billct^ was 
taken from them during the whole siege. 
At the same time the fever became more 
preyalent. 

St. Cyr now despairing of obtaining pos¬ 
session of Gcrona by the sacrifice of his 
soldiers, determined to convei’t the siege 
into a blockade, hoping, to use his own 
licartless phraseology, to accomplish tliat 

1 hy time, fever, and famine,^ wdiich the 
fervid enthusiasm and desperate valour of 
the besieged proved to him he could not 
easily obtain by force of arms. Having thus 
extinguished in himself all sense of hu¬ 
manity, he prepared to accomplish the re¬ 
duction of the heroic city by the medium of 
famine and disease, aided by the cruel pro¬ 
cess of bonibardinent and the ceaseless fiic 

, of artillery. ^ • 

' The besieged were now looking anxiously 

: for Blake and his army, to make another 

1 cQbrt for their relief. On the morning of 
; the 2Gth he approached the town with a 
force consisting of ten thousand men and a 
convoy of two thousand laden beasts. But 
St. Cyr having drawn his lines round the 
town "more closely than they were at the 
time of the entrance of the first convoy, only 
one thousaird men under O’Donnd, with 
170 laden beasts, could effect an entrance; 
the rest fell into the hands of the enemy ; 
and Blake was defeated with the loss of 
3,000 men. 

St. Cyr now was superseded, October IStli, 
by Augereau; and not many hours after liis 
taking the command of the besieging force, 
O'Doimellj with his brave band, accompa¬ 
nied by a few families of the toArn, brake 
througb the besieging army in the com'se of 
VOL. I- 

the night, and reached Blake atS t. Colona, with 
scarcely any loss, They had passed throiigli 
five-and-twenty posts of the enemy, through 
mauy of which tliey forced their Avay with 
sword and bayonet" Souhau w^as surprised 
in his quarters, and fled in Ins shirt, leaving j 
behind him as much booty and plunder as , 
the Spaniards had time to lay hands on. | 

The first act of Augereau ivas to possess 
himself of Hostalrich, where magazines were 
collected for the relief of Gcrona. After a 
gallant resistance, the garrison, consisting 
of 2,000 men, retreated into the citadel, 
leaving the magazines in the posaession of 
the enemy. The French now redoubled 
their vigilance; they drew their lines closer 
to the city ; stretched cords with bells along 
tlie iuterspaces; and kept watch dogs at 
aU the posts. The bombardmont was con¬ 
tinued with fresh fury, and always with 
greater violence during the night than 
during the day, in the hope of exhausting 
the Geronans by depriving them of sleep. 
Augereau sent letters into the city, threat¬ 
ening the utmost vengeance if the defence 
was prolonged, but at the same time offer¬ 
ing an armistice for a month, and to send 
in provisions, if Alvarez avouM then capitu¬ 
late if relief did not arrive; an act of hu- 
nianity unequally by any other French 
general during the Be volutionary War of 
France ; but the terms Averc sternly rejected j 
by Alvarez and the Geronans, | 

The siege being now converted into a 
blockade, and the arrival of large reinforce¬ 
ments from France enabling the belea¬ 
guering force to preserve it more strictly, 
famine began to do the fearful Avork of the 
enemy more effectually than his arms. 
Both the private stores and the public 
magaziucs aa' ere exliaustcd; tlie Avhole gar¬ 
rison and populatiou were in a famishing 
state ; and the few mules and horses which 
remained Aiiislaughtcrcd, were reduced to 
so severe a state of starvation, that tliey 
gnawed the liair from each other's manes 
and tails before they Avere led to the sham- 
ides. The enemy, aware of tlie dire priva¬ 
tion that prevailed in the city, endeavoured 
to tempt tltc garrison to desert, by calling 
out to them to come and eat, and holding 
out provisions, A fcAV Avere tempted ; t|jey 
Avere received Avith embraces, and fed in 
sight of the walls. But notAvith standing all 
theu.' privations, all their sufteriugs, still 
the people of Gerona, as a body, opposed 
au heroic spirit of endurance to the enemy. 
The only circumstance that east a shade of • 
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dishonour on the heroic patriotism of the 
GeronanSj either garrison or townsmen, 
during the whole of the siege, was the de¬ 
sertion of ten oflScers, two of whom were of 
noble birth, who, failing to persuade the 
governor to capitulate, took this disgi'acefiil 
mode of revenge* Except in this instance, 
the number of deserters was very smalh 
Towards the end of November, many of the 
inhabitants preferring their chance of death 
to the certainty of being made prisoners, 
ventured to pass the enemy^s lines, some 
failing in the attempt, others being more 
fortunate. 

The siege had endured nearly seven 
months; scarcely a woman had become 
pregnant during that time; tlic very dogs, 
before hunger had consumed them, had 
ceased to follow their kind; they did not 
even fawn on their masters; tlie almost 
incesaaiit thunder of artillery seemed to 
make them sensible of the state of the 
city, and the unnatural atmosphere affected 
them* as well as human kind* It even 
aflfected vegetation* In the gardens within 
the walls the fruits withered, and scarcely 
any vegetables could be raised* The pesti¬ 
lential vapours that arose from the stagna¬ 
tion of the rain-water in the streets and 
the sewers, was rendere^^more noxious by 
the dead bodies which lay rotting amidst 
the ruins* Within the last three w^eeka 
above 500 of the gaiilson had died in the 
hospitals; a dysentery was raging and 
spreading, the sick were lying upon the 
ground without food or medicine; and there 
was scarcely fuel to dress the little wheat 
and the few horses yet uncousunied* At 
length human nature was exhausted; but 
the flame of patriotism still suiwived: if 
by these sacrifices," said the heroic Gero- 
nana, the liberty of our country' can be 
secured, happy shall we be in the bosom of 
eternity and in the memory of good men, 
and happy will our children be among their 
fallen countrymen/^ This melancholy pic¬ 
ture of the sufferings of the Geronans is not 
in the least overcharged; it was strictly 
true; and the dismal wreck of destruction 
still continued* 

The breaches which had been assaulted 
ton weeks before were still open, aud an¬ 
other being now made,the enemy determined 

* All dumb animaLs have aa instinctlYe avemon to 
the saiell of putrefying animal flesh* Hocca 
t^ictOiwrt'^^riincaisB eti says that the oxen 

of La M^ta, which had come as usual to pasture in 
the ndghbouriiood, fled with horror from the pasture 
grounds, at the sight the dead bodies of Cuesta’s 
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On holder operations, having learned from 
the ten treacherous deserting officers that the 
ammunition and food were almost expended* 
They accordingly, having obtained possession 
of the Chile del Carmen, the forts Merced and 
Paula, with the city redoubts, were close to 
the walls, aud thus cut olF tlic forts of the ’ 
Capucins aud the Constable* As those 
forts were of the last importance, and their 
little garrisons, amounting to 160 men,were 
without food, and had scarcely any powder, 
and but little water, it resolved to make 
a sortie for their relief^ the gaiTison of the 
town giving up for this purpose their own 
scanty rations, contributed enough for the 
consumption of three days* The men 
who could be allotted for this service, or 
indeed who were equal to it, sallied in broad 
day through the Pueii:o del Socorro, within 
pistol-shot of the redoubts of the enemy. 
The sally was so sudden, so utterly urdooked 
for by the besiegers, aud so resolutely ex¬ 
ecuted, that its purpose was accomplished, 
but with the loss of a third of the pariy. 

This was the last effort of the Geronans; 
their animal powers were prostrated. The 
deaths now increased in a dreadful and 
daily accelerating progression; and the diffi¬ 
culty of interring the dead was increased, by 
the French keeping up a ffie on the ceme- 
terVj to prevent the interment of the corpses, 
in the hope the contagion would thereby 
be promoted. The way to the burial-place 
was never vacant* The deaths, from fever, 
flux, and want, averaged from thirty to 
forty daily; in some days they amounted 
to seventy. It was at this period, that 
Alvarez was seized with a dangerous fever, 
and that tlie command devolved on Don 
Julian de Bolivar, who, with a few of the 
brave survivors, felt that the time was come 
when to capitulate would not be attended with 
dishonour ; and that it was perfectly useless I 
to protract the siege a moment longer* ' 
D* Bias de Furnas, an officer who had I 
greatly distinguished liimself during the 
siege, was sent to the enemy’s camp for the 
purpose* Augcreau, glad to gain possession I 
of the town, granted honourable terms. The 
whole of the lOtli was employed in ad¬ 
justing the terms of capitulation; which I 
were, that the garrison (4,800 men) sliould 
march out with the honours of war, and 
army, tlmt lay on the field of Medellin, and the 
smell of the peatilential vapoui's arising from the 
puttefying carcasses. “ Their mekncholy lowings, 
and tne long howls of the dogs that kept and 
guarded them, indicated the vague instinct of terror 
which agitated 
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should be exclmuged for an equal number 
of French prisoners; and that the iuhahU 
tants should be utunolested in their persons 
and propertvi On the 12tli the French 
took possession of the ^rhieh was 

little better than a heap of ruins, and sent 
Alvarez to Figueras, where he died. The 
first act of the French officer who was ap¬ 
pointed governor^ was to order all the in¬ 
habitants to deliver in their arms, on pain 
of death ; and to establish a military com¬ 
mission. Te Dmm was ordered in the cathe¬ 
dral; it was performed with the teats of 
the officiating priest, and a voice which 
could with difficulty command its utterance. 
Augereau would fain have had a senuon 
like that which had been preached before 
I Lannes at Saragossa; but not a priest could | 
be found who would sin against liis soul, 
by follow'«.g the infamous example. Nine 
tboiisand persons had perished in the de¬ 
fence of Geroiia, of whom above 4,000 were 
the townsmen. Tlic loss of the enemy, 
by tlic sword or disease, was 15,000. The 
central junta decreed the same honours to 
Geroua and its ^heroic defenders, as had 
been conferred in the case of Saragossa; 
besides awarding honours and titles to 
Alvarez. 

The conduct of the French officers and 
soldiers marked with so much atrocity 
and cruelty, during the wars of the French 
Kevolution, especiany during the Peninsular 
War, that it is gratifying to record an 
instance of their exhibiting those feelings 
and obsejn’ances by which the evils of war 
are mitigated. Tliis took place while the 
capitulation of Gerona was going on, when 
many of tlie enemy^a soldiers ran eagerly to 
! the walls with provisions and wine to be 
1 drawn np by their brave defenders. Also, 
during the siege, some of those humanities 
I of warfare appeared, which were systematic 
, caily outraged in Spain by the French 
' soldiery, in consequence of the authorized 
example and enjoined orders of their gen¬ 
erals. The out-seutriea of the French and 
Spaniards frequently made a truce with 
each other, kid down their arms, and drew 
near enough to converse; the French soldier 
would then give his half-stan^ed enetny 
a draught from his leathern bottle^ or 
I brandy-flask; and when they had drank and 
talked together, they returned to their posts. 
Huinanities like these redeem the character 
! of the French army, and incline ns to forget, 
for a season, that they were the instruments 
of the most insatiable and merciless ambition 


that ever cursed the face of the earth. The 
same, as has already been said, was frequently 
the case, during the Peninsular War^ with 
the English and French soldiers. 

Thus unparalleled necessity compelled the 
submission of Gerona; but, to the eternal 
honour of its heroic defenders, he it known 
that the word capitulation never escaped 
their lips, or even entered their thoughts, 
until the last vestige of food had disap¬ 
peared, and that they had been reduced to the 
necessity of feeding on the hair of their 
heads. 

After the fall of Gerona, Augereau 
marched to the relief of the besiegers of 
ITostalrich, and the dispersion of the pa¬ 
triots who were assembled in its neighbour- ' 
hood to impede the operations. Having i 
put to the rout two bodies, of 6,000 and 
6,000 each, on December 18th and 26th, he 
advanced against Blake, and defeating him 
on December 28th, at Coll-de-Sespena, 
drove him in confusion towards Tarragona. 

He then commenced the blockade of Hos- 
talrich. From this time the only resistance 
the patriots could oppose to the progress of 
the enemy in Aragon and Catalonia was 
confined to a desultory guerilla warfare in 
the mountains. All the fortresses in the | 
first mentioned province were in the pos¬ 
session of the enemy, and it was clear that 
Tarragona, Lerida, Tortosa, and the other 
fortified cities in Catalonia, still in the 
hands of the patriots, were about to change 
masters, as Suchet was making rigorous 
preparations for their reduction. 

Calamitous as the cause of the patriots 
had been in the north-eastern part of Spain, 
their eflbrts were attended with more suc¬ 
cess in the north-western portion. 

On re-entering Spain, Sonlt, in his flight 
from Oporto> finding that the pursuit by 
the English army was not continued, 
marched to the relief of his countrymen 
blockaded in Lugo by the Spanish general 
Mahi, with 10,000 men, haying prerionsly 
concerted with Ney a combined movement 
against Romans. Their plan of combined 
operations was that Ney should act against 
Carrera and Murillo, and having defeated 
them and retaken Vigo, to send a column 
on Orense; while Soidt was to puiwe 
Romana^s array in the valley of the Sil, aod 
disperse it, after which he was to march on 
the Puebla de Sanabria, and there observe 
the Portngueae frontier, threatening to re¬ 
enter it, and keeping up a communication 
with Ney by Orense, and with the corps 
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inider Morlier hy Zomora* In pursuance 
of this plaiij Ney hastened to Corunna, and 
Soult having been supplied from that for¬ 
tress with field-pieces and stores, marched 
for Lugo. As OH his approacli the patriot 
beleaguering force withdrew, he entered the 
town without difficulty to reorganize his 
troops, broken down by the hardships of 
their recent campaign. During the five 
days wliich they halted, wherever they 
bivouacked, the scene was sucli as might 
have been looked for in a camp of predatorj" 
Tartars, rather than in that of a civilised peo- 
jjle. Food and forage, and skins of wine, and 
clothes and church vestments, books and 
guitars, and all the bulkier ai^ticles of waste¬ 
ful spoil, were heaped together in their huts, 
with planks ami doors of the habitations 
which they had demolished. Some of the 
men, retaining amidst this brutal service 
the characteristic activity and cleverness of 
their nation, fitted up their huts with hang¬ 
ings from their last scene of pillage, with a 
regard to comfort hardly to have been ex¬ 
pected in their situation, and a love of 
gaiety only to be found in Frenchmen, 
The idlers were contented with a tub, and 
if the tub were large enough, three or four 
would stow themselves in it. 

The spirit of resistance of the Galicians was 
now raised to the highest pitch, that the ut¬ 
most efforts of the Frencli to repress it were 
ineffectual. The task of burning villages, 
erecting gibbets, and executing, in the 
mockery of justice, such Spaniards as fell 
into hia liands, was assiged to Loissoii, who 
discharged it to the utmost of his power 
with characteristic remorselessness. 

In the mean time, BaJlasteros, who was 
on the eastern frontier of Astuiias, attacked. 
May the 19th, the French garrison of San¬ 
tander, or, as it is otherwise written, St. 
Antlcro, slew 800 of it, took 600 prisoners, 
and won the place; but that part of his 
army which he had stationed iu the passes 
leading to the town, suffering itself to be 
surprised by the enemy, he was compelled 
to abandon his prize, and disperse hia men ^ 
to seek safety in flight* On the 23rd of 
the same month, Can^era, who had suc¬ 
ceeded to the Galician army (8,000 men), 
under Barrios, at Vigo, marched against the 
garrison of Santiago, which consisted of only 
2,100 men. The gaiiisou, despising their 
opponents, came out of the towm, and ad¬ 
vanced to meet them at Campo de Estrella, 
or, as it is otherwise written, Campostello, 
but were now driven back into the city, and 
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through it, and pursued more than a league I 
beyond it, till night came on. The con- ‘ 
querors did not fail to remark, tliat their I 
success had been obtained on the day of 
Santiago's apparition, and on the "field | 
where his body had been discovered by the 
star that rested on his grave. These advan¬ 
tages were however counterbalanced by the 
following reverses. On the 32nd of May, 
Ballasteros, endeavouring to defend the 
passage of the river Deba, with 10,000 men, 
was defeated by Bonnet; and on the 11th 
of June he suffered a total defeat at St, 
Jago de Compostello, 

While Soult w^as in his ivork of destruc¬ 
tion, employed in the interior of the pro¬ 
vince, laying it waste with fire and sword, 
always in pursuit, but always baffled, as tlie 
patriots invariably dispersed before a supe¬ 
rior force could reacli tliem, and coatinuaUy 
harassed by those wliom liis cruelty exaspe¬ 
rated, Ney proceeded, with a force "of 8,000 
infantry, and 2,500 cavalry, to execute his 
part of the^ concocted plan of operations- 
On his approach to Ponteveclra, the Conde 
de Novrouo retreated to the bridge of San 
Payo, whidi had been fortified, resolving 
to make a stand there to cover Vigo, in 
which town the stores of the Galician army 
lay. Here Ney attacked him, but after 
several desperate attempts to dislodge him, 
retreated during the night, leaving his 
wounded, and 600 killed. 

Ney, in his advance and retreat, put into 
operation the savage system of t!ie French 
marshals—a system enforced by the French 
government, and faitlifully adhered to by 
its generals. At Lourizon, thirty priests and 
forty-nine of tlie principal inliabitants Imd 
been hung by the French, who then set the I 
place on fire; in retaliation for tliis bar- 
baiity, 130 of the prisoners taken at the 
bridge of San Payo were put to death. 
Barrios, wliile he commanded the Galician 
army, had repeatedly remonstrated with 
Ney on tlie atrocious system of ivarfare 
which lie pursued; but his representations 
being treated with contempt by the French 
marshal, lie executed the threats with which 
he had vainly endeavoured to enforce them, 
and threw 700 French prisoners into tiie 
Miriho. 

Discom’aged by these reverses, and fearful 
of the vengeance of their outraged oppo¬ 
nents, the FreTich marshals determined to 
retreat from Galicia. Evacuating Orense, 
Soult retreated to Puebla de Sanabria; and 
Ney evacuating Conmna and Ferrol, 
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retreated (June !21st) through Lugo, Villa- 
fi-anca. and Astorga. The citadel of Perrol, 
which was commanded by a treacherous 
Spaniard whom Ney had appointed, sur¬ 
rendered to captain Hothan, of the 
on June 26th. 

On the deliverance of Galicia, the Central 
Junta addressed one of their animated pro¬ 
clamations to the iiiiiabitants of the province, 
which conclndetl, ‘'People of Galicia, you 
are free! and your country, in proclaiming 
it, effaces with tears of admiration and ten¬ 
derness the mournful words wherein, in 
other times, she complained of yon,^^ 

After the separation of SouJt and Ney, 
tlie for men marched for Eenavente and put 
his troops in cantonments on the Esia; 
the latter, after his repulse at the bridge of 
San Ptiyo, in tlie valley of Soto-Mayor, set 
out for"Asia; and Kellerman and Bonnet 
at the same time evacuated Astiiria. The 
object of their conccutration was to prepare 
for the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo; but in con¬ 
sequence of tlie pressing orders of Joseph, 
after tlie battle of Talavera, they united 
their forces near Salamanca, and by forced 
inarches, w'ere advancing on the rear of the 
British army, to intercept its line of com¬ 
munication with Lisbon. But the defensive 
policy adopted by the English general 
thwarted their iutentions. Ciiesta^a Span¬ 
iards were however defeated by Mortier at 
the bridge of Arzobispo, with the loss of all 
their guns, which, in their panic, they left 
ready shotted. The object of delivering 
jMadrid, which was at tlie same time threat¬ 
ened on one side hy Vanegas, and on tlie 
other by sir Robert Wilson, being accom- 
1 plishedj the French generals separated. 

Soult and Mortier took post at Talavera, 

I and Ney marched for Ciudad Rodrigo. 

I At this time Vanegas was at Axanjnez, 

' and threatening JIadHd. Joseph ordered 
Sebastian! to march against him. The 
French army consisted of 94,000 infantry 
and 4,000 cavalry, Vanegas had about an 
equal force. The attack w^as first made by 
the enemy on the Spaniards posted in the 
gardens of the royal palace of Aranjuez, but 
was repulsed with tlie loss of 300 men. En¬ 
couraged by his success, V anegas assembled 
his whole army at Almonacid, where he was 
attacked by Sebastiani^on the 18th of Au¬ 
gust, and, though the action was eontested 
with great spirit by the Spaniards, his army 
was routed with the loss of the whole of bis 
artillery and baggage and 6,000 men in 
killed, wounded, and prisoners. The loss 


of the Erench was 2,000. The routed army 
fled to the Sierra Morena, leaving the whole 
of the province of La Mancha in the hands 
of the victors. 

About this time the Central Junta an¬ 
nounced the assembly of the Cortes. At j 
the same time the necessities of Joseph and ^ 
his intrusive government were so urgent ' 
that their wits were put to w'ork to glean i 
wliatever had been spared in the former 
pi I lage. They therefore abolished the nionas- ' 
teries and all the ecclesiastical orders of , 
Spain, and confiscated the revenues and i 

property of all Spaniards in foreign conn- j 

tries. Among many other decrees, for seiz- ; 
ing property of diflerent descriptions, was- 
one commanding persons possessing plate to | 
the amount of more than ten dollars to give 
in an account thereof within three days; 
the mint was immediately to pay a tenth of • 
its value ; the remainder was within 

four months. All persons whose sons were . 
serving in the insurgent armies were required I 

to furaish a man for the intruders^ service | 
for every sou, or a proportionate sum of 
money; and those who had no money for I 

procuring tlie substitute, or paying the fine, i 

were to be imprisoned or sent into Fi'auce, * 
Kellerman, in the extensive tract of country ' 
of !Vhich he was governor-general, ordered 
all the horses and mares above a certain 
height to be taken in requisition for the 
French armies; and every horse or mare 
beloW' the size named, or under thirtjmonths* 
old, wutli every mare tliat should be three 
montlts gone with foa!, to have the left eye 
put out by the owner, and to *be in other 
ways rendered unfit for military service* 
And to consummate the climax of atrocious 
aggression, Marcliant, who had succeeded to 
the command of the south corps on the 
return of Ney to France, ordered that the 
principal sheep-owners in the plains of Cas¬ 
tile, should be responsible in tlieir persons 
and property for the guerillas who eluded 
his vengeance* He declared, also, tliat the 
priests, alcaides, lawyers, and sui’geons of 
every village should be responsible for any 
disorders committed by the guerillas witiun 
their respective parishes, adding, that every 
village and every liouse which the iuhabit- 
ants might abandon on the approach of the 
French, should be burned. 

The French now began to^ prepare for the 
siege of Ciudad Rodrigo, and the third in¬ 
vasion of Portugal. As a preparative they 
attempted to carry Astorga by a sudden 
attack; but they were repulsed by Sauto- 
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ciidesj who commanded there, with the loss 
of 200 men- 

A moTement of more importance was 
sooniindertaken against the duke del Parque, 
who, with the army formerly eommanded by 
the marquis Romana, had taken a strong 
position, on the lieiglits of Tamames, in the 
mountains on the northern side of the Puerto 
de Banos. Marchaiit advanced, October 
18th, ag^nst him, confident of success, and 
anticipating an easy victory- The French 
were at first successful on the left of the 
position, but tlie main body of the Spanish 
army falling back on their strong gi^ound, 
showered down a murderous fire on the 
assailants, when March ant drew off his 
men in disorder, haring lost above 1500 
men and one gun. On the third day after 
the battle the duke del Parqiie advanced 
towai^ds Salamanca, hoping to surprise the 
French there, but on his entering that city 
(October 25th) he found it deserted, the 
French having retreated during tlife preceding 
night, carrying off the cliui’ch plate and 
abimdancB of other piUage. 

Elated with this transient gleam of suc¬ 
cess, the Central Junta entertained so 
sanguine hopes of recovering possession of 
Madrid, that they appointed a cap tain-gen¬ 
eral, a governor, and a corregidor, who were 
to enter on the functions as soon as it should 
be recovered, and directed Areizaga, who 
had been appointed to the command of the 
arnriy of Vanegas, which had been raised to 
fifty tliousand men, of whom seven thousand 
were cavaliy, with sixty pieces of artillery, 
to advance and captui'c it- The new com¬ 
mander, partaking of the blind confidence 
of the Junta, on the 8rd of November 
moved forward from the foot of tlie Sierra, 
against Sebaatiani, who, with the fourtli 
corps, consisting of 80,000 men, of whom 
5,000 were cavalry and lancers, was posted 
so as to defend the capital- His advanced 
guard lay in the plain of OcaSa* 

Having reached the plain, Areizaga drew 
up his army, consisting of 43,000 infantry, 
6,600 cavalry, and sixty guns, in order of 
battle- His left wing was placed behind a 
deep ravine, and his right in front of the 
same, the centre in advance of the town of 
Ocaua. He liimsclf took post in the church 
tower of Ocaua. About seven in the morn¬ 
ing Zayas attacked the French cavalry with 
the advanced guard, and drove them' back, 
Laval^s division now advanced against the 


Spanish centre and right, which was received 
with so shattering a fire that its leading 
ranks fell back, but being speedily reinforced 
by Girard^a division, tiie Spanish right wing 
was broken; a charge of cavalry completed 
the eonfusioii in this side. The centre was 
driven through Ocaha by the French cavalry, 
AreizagaluiiTying with them fromhisstceple. 
The Spmiish right following the same ex¬ 
ample, a complete rout ensued, and the 
whole motley crowd fled in the wildest dis¬ 
order, pursued and cut down on all sides 
over the wild and desolate plains which ex- j 
tend to the south, towards the Sierra Mo- 
rena, l)y the saviigc French cavalry. Iri this 
calamitous affair the Spaniards lost 4,000 in 
killed, 26,000 prisoners, and all their ammu¬ 
nition and artillery. Of the Serille regi¬ 
ment, which entered the action with four 
hundred and fifty men, only eighty of them 
were aceoimted for when the battle was ^ 
over. The loss of the French was 1,700. | 
Though the pursuit of this battle was not 
disgraced Uy the butchery that attended 
that of Medellin, all those prisoners who 
were recognised to have been in Joseph’s ! 
sel-vice, were sliot, and by harsh usage aiul I 
bad food, 8,000 of them were forced to join j 
tile iiitrmlelV banners, 

This defeat was soon followed by that of I 
the duke del Parqne, who after his repulse 
of Marchant, advanced towards Medina del 
Rio Seco, in order to assist in the contem¬ 
plated general movement on Madrid ; but 
learning the issue of the battle of Ocaua, he 
began to retreat, pursued by Kellerman, 
who came up w'itb him at Alba de Tormes 
(November 25tli)- The French were re¬ 
pulsed by the infantry and artillery, but the 
Spanish cavalry fled the moment they were J 
attacked by the French horse, without firing j 
a shot or drawing a^sabrc- The victorious 
cavalry then charged the whole of the Span¬ 
ish line, but were thrice repulsed. On the 
approach of the darkness, the infantry, 
forming itself into an oblong square, fell : 
back in the direction of Tamames, but when j 
witliin sight of the spot of their recent vie- i 
tory, a French patrol appearing, they were ' 
so panic struck that, throwing away their | 
firelocks and knapsacks, and whatever else 
encumbered them, they took to headlong ^ 
flight, leaving theii* artilleiy, ammunition, 
and baggage, in the hands of the enemy. 
Thus ended the disastrous campaign (anno 
1809) of the Spanish War of Independence. 
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THE PORTUGUESE WAR OP INDEPENDENCE, 

* ANNO 1S09. 


At the tiTue of the withdrawal of the British 
army from Corunoa, sir John Cradock, the 
comTOander of the English forces in Portu¬ 
gal (about 8,000 men), desii'ous of being in 
a condition to embark them with safety, in 
case the enemy should invade the country, 
took post at Passa d'Arcos, close to the mouth 
of the Tagus; but being Jteincd about the 
end of February by 6/100 men under generals 
Sherbrooke and Mackenzie, for the purpose 
of defending Lisbon as long as possible, he 
encamped at Sacavem, a position near that 
capital. Early in JIarcb, general Beresford, 
who had been appointed by the prinee of 
Brazil commauder-m-chief of the Portu¬ 
guese army, with the rank of marshal, 
^vith the aid of a certain number of British 
officers, who volunteered into that service, 
retaining their rank in their own, pro¬ 
ceeded to the reorganization of that army. 
At this time the Portuguese army isvas in 
an inefficient state; the militaiy profession 
in that country, as well as in all others, had 
fallen to the lowest point of degradation: 
the government having weakened it for the 
miserable purpose of rendering a corrupt 
and a vile despotism secure. 

In the beginning of February, Soult, in 
obedience to his orders to reduce Portugal, 
began to prepare for his march from Vigo,* 
announcing iu his bulletins, that he ivouJd 
cross the Mioho from Tuy on the lltb of 
February, reach Oporto by the SOth, and be 
iu Lisbon on the 28 th, 

The plan that was laid down for liim was 
well concerted, Victor wag to manoeuvre 
on the side of Badajos, and send a column 
in the direction of Lisbon to facilitate the 

* He, and his fellow maraudiBg generals and 
officers, had previouEly caused all their pDlage—plate, 
jewels, indigo, Peruvian hark, and whatever market- 
able plunder Qalicia had adorded them—be pre¬ 
viously shipped at Corunna for France, The sequel 
of this narrative will show, thqt he was equally pro¬ 
vident in respect of his pillage firom the rortuguese, 
which he had taken care to despatch by carls, a day 
or two previous to bis espectM decampinent from 
Oporto. The extent of Ihe robb^ics of the French 
generals, their officers and troops, in Spain and Por¬ 
tugal Is iDoredihle, The author of this work saw ih 
the palace of Belem, in Lisbon, a number of packages 
lying about on the floor of the hall, containing pre¬ 
cious specimens of sculpture, wliich Jun6t, m his 


operation against that city; Lapisse was to 
threaten the frontier between the Douro 
and Almeida, occupy Ciudad Rodrigo, march 
on Abrantes as soon as Soult sliould have 
reached Oporto, and when he was master 
of Lisbon, Lapisse was to join Victor, and 
invade Andalusia; the conquest of the south 
of Spain, as well as that of Portugal, being 
considered certain. Ney, in the meantime, 
was to occupy Galicia, and communicate 
with the ai'my of Portiigai 

Soult, in pursuance of this plan, removed 
his head-quarters, in the early part of 
February, to Santiago, and despatched 
Franceschij with the light cavalry, to take pos¬ 
session of Tuy. Franceschij in bis march, 
dispersing a body of Spaniards, took advan¬ 
tage of the panic he had occasioned, and sent 
a detachment of cavalry to summon Vigo, the 
ti'eacherous governor of which surrendered. 
He also entered Tuy without molestation. 
It having been determined to attempt the 
passage of the river Minho, below the city, 
the main body of the urniy was accordingly 
assembled there. To effectuate the passage 
^of the river, a small fiotilla ferried over 
300 soldiers to the Portuguese shore, but 
these were captured by the armed bands 
assembled there; and a steady fire being kept 
up by two six-pounders which the Portu- 
guese general Freire had sent to that point, 
the other boats of the flotilla were obliged to 
return. Soult having thus failed in his 
attempt, leaving his sick and his ordnance 
at Tuy, marched for Orenae, in order to 
pass by the only reuiaining bridge at 
Amarante, Loisson's division, which formed 
the advanced guard, after a desperate re- 

Q.rry to es^pe the vengeance of the populace of the 
^ty, bad not been abk to carry oC In some of the 
packages wore the lapis lazuli and amethyst pillars, 
set in goldi of the inner chapel of Raques Church, 
together \vitli the silver angels and candlesticks of 
the altar, valued at three millions^ of crusadoes. 
Napoleon BuSnaparte, by his Egyptian expedition, 
hatl feathered his nest to the tune of above thirty 
million of francs. His associate generals had, no 
doubt, not been more abstemious. Thu system of 
peculation so i^niversal, and so recognised as just 
and laudable, that Serrurler, a general in the wars of 
Italy, was termed ** iM virgin” on account of his ab- 
atainlng ftom robbing the mhabitnnts of the country 
where he commanded. 
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sistance on the part of tho Portuguese 
under Silveira, and Lieutenant-colonel Pat¬ 
rick, an officer who had volunteered into 
the Portuguese scrvicej carried the hridge, 
and set fire to the town. In this affair all 
classes took a part—even females were en¬ 
gaged; a beautiful woman, who had raised 
700 followers in the neighhoiirhood of Pena- 
fiel, led them on sword in hand. Even 
nuns were seen among those who woi*ked 
the battery which liad defeated the French 
in their attempt at crossing the Minho. 

Having halted more than a week at Orense, 
endeavouiTiig by force to suppress the pea¬ 
sants, and by allurements to seduce the 
liiglier classes from their duty, Soult re¬ 
sumed his march by way of Monterey and 
Chaves, the frontier towns of Spain and Por¬ 
tugal; and encountering Romana at the first- 
meutioned place, dispersed his army, with 
the loss of above 1,000 men. Chaves was 
immediately invested, and capitulated on the 
13th. In their march, the French committed 
imrestrained devastation, setting fire to the 
little towns of S, Miguel de Zequelenos and S. 

Christobal de Mourentau, with their adjacent 
hamlets. Tlie French having now obtained 
a footing ill Portugal, Soult announced his 
appointment as governor-general of the 
country; and as Chaves, which Avas evacuated 
by Silveira on the 10th of March, was a 
fortified town, he made it the depot of the 
army, leaving 1,400 sick and wounded there^ 

The coimtry through which the invaders 
had now to pass is one of the most defen¬ 
sible in Europe, the road lying through a 
series of defiles of great strength and intri¬ 
cacy ; nor would it be possiBle to find a 
peasantry better disposed to defend their 
hearths and altars. At every step, the 
enemy met with incessant and hara^-ing 
opposition. The villages were abaiidor ed, 
stragglers were cut oflh sometimes a Imud- 
M of peasants stood their ground with a 
spiiit like that of tlieir ancestors, and soir.'- 
times an individual would rush upon cert.- --.i 
death, so as he could be sure of one Frenciy^ I Portuguese, 
This harassing mode of w^arfare e ?^ft'om the tyiT 


and his tumultuous army were of a different 
opinion; they thought that the position at 
Carvalho d^Este ought to be defended, and 
considered it an act of cowardice, or of trea¬ 
son, on the part of Freire to ahandoii Rraga. 
They mutinied, mnd putting him to death, 
by acclamatiorL elected in his stead baron 
d^Eben, a major in the British service, and 
equerry to the prince of AYales, and wbo at 
the time was in command of the second 
battalion of the Lusitauian legjon. The 
bells of the churches being set ringing the 
alarm, the ordenanzas quickly obeyed the 


man. iina harassing 
greatly impeded the mai‘ch of the Frcncli 
army, that it did not come in sight of Braga 
till the 20th. ^ • 

Braga w'as occupied by 20,000 ordeuanzas, 
and 3,000 regulars, under general Freire. 
Ascertaining that the enemy had forced the 
pass of Ruivaens, and had won the defiles of 
Salamonde, having no confidence in Ids 
motley and uudiscipluied force, he deter¬ 
mined to retire on Oporto ; but tho populace 
14-1 


call, but on inspection, it was found that 
there were no dfcrtridges to fit their pieces. 
A single mould w'as at length found of the 
just size, lead was taken from the churches, 
and ballets ivere made during the»idglit as 
fast as tliis slow process would allow. In 
the meantime, the French vangnard aiiived 
before the position of Cai^valho, winch a part 
of tliis tumultuary force had occupied, about 
five miles in front of Braga, During three 
days frequent attacks were made, and the 
Portuguese kept their ground. By this time 
(Jlarcli 20th) the whole French force had 
come up, and Eben had collected about 
23,000 men. The instant tlie French at¬ 
tacked, the tumultuary rabble was routed, 
and experienced but little mercy at the hands 
of then' foes. The priests at Braga had embo¬ 
died themselves ns an ecclesiastical corps, to 
serve as a guard of honour for the primate, 
the principal part of whose military duties 
was to take off with one hand the hat at the 
Ave Maria bell, and to present arms with 
the other. 

Soult now proceeded on his march to 
Oporto, and on the SStli appeared before 
that city, wliich was badly dciended. Field 
works had been thrown up on the north 
side of the city, which were armed with 150 
cannon. Soult sent a summons to the 
bishop, the magistrate, and the general, 
protesting, in the usual French style, that 
the French came not as enemies to the 
but only to liberate them 
tyranny of the Euglisln Instantly 


the bells of all the ehurclies were set ringing 
the alarm, and a storm of wind and rain 
and tliundcr breaking at midnight over the 
city, a discharge of cannon, and useless 
rolls of musketry, were kept up by the 
Portuguese along the whole line, at which 
the enemy gazed as at a spectacle, for not a 
shot could reach them. At daybreak of 
the 2yth, a tuniultary body of 25,000 men 
hurried forth and occupied the redoubts, 
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That odious priest the bishop, whom we 
shall hear of in the course of this work, as 
the patriarch of Lisbon, and the intriguing 
opposer of the measures of the English com- 
mander-in-chief, haring brought alfairs to 
this awful crisis, quitted the city, and, 
priestlike, took liia station in a convent 
beyond the Doiiro, where he could view in 
safety all the ensuing horrors. 

At seven o'clock of the rooming of the 
37th, which was Good Eriday, the attack 
commenced in three columns, which haring 
quickly succeeded in taking all the outer 
defences, broke through the centre of the 
Portuguese. A general panic took place, and 
the whole force msbed in wild confusion into 
the towm, while one portion of the fugitives 
fled up, and another down the Doura In 
less than an hour from the commencement 
of the action, the French were in the town; 
more than 4,000 persons, of both sexes, 
young and old, were running in wild affright 
towards tlie bridge of the Donro, when a 
dastardly reghnent of their own country^ 
men, fleeing before the enemy, rushed 
through the helpless crowd, at full gallop, 
trampling a bloody pathw^ay to the river. 
At the same moment the French cavalry 
were charging the fleeing mass, slaughter¬ 
ing indiscriminately all whom they over¬ 
took, to the very edge of the river. So great 
was the multitude rushing on the bridge, 
that part of the pontons sunk under the 
weight, and huge piles of carcases rose 
above the surface of the water. The crowd 
fi'om behind still pressing on, to escape the 
rutliless horsemen, forced those in front 
headlong into the waves; the French all the 
while keeping up a fire of grape-shot on the 
affrighted and helpless fugitives- The sur¬ 
face of the river was covered with dead 
bodies of all ages and sexes. The scenes of 
rape, murder, and pillage that ensued were 
more odious and more opprobrious to hu- ’ 
inanity, than even the horrors of the car¬ 
nage. On this unhappy day, above 10,000 
Portuguese are said to have perished. 

On the fall of Oporto, the worthy re¬ 
presentative of the great emperor,” having 
entertained the design of adorning his head 
with a diadem, as Nicholas I., king of 
Portugal and Algaives,^^ proceeded as ^'his 
master had done in Egypt,” to endeavour 
to conciliate the people whom he designed 
to enslave, by a show of his attachment' 
to the religion of his intended subjects. 

There is a famous crucifix, known by the 
name of Nosso Senhor de Boucas, in the 
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little town of Matosenhos, on the coast, 
about a league from Oporto. According 
to tradition, it ia the oldest image in Portu¬ 
gal, being the work of Nicodemus; and 
Our Lord of Boucas is in so high estimation, 
that on the day of his festival 25,000 per¬ 
sons have sometimes been assembled at 
his shrine, coming thither on pilgrimage 
from all parts. Many miraculous stories 
are prevalent concerning this idol; among 
the rest, that when it was cast up by the 
sea, one of its arras was wanting; but one ' 
day a poor woman, while gatliering shell-fish, 1 
and drift-wood for fuel, picking up upon the 
beach a wooden arm, and supposing it to have f 
belonged to some ordinarj^and profane image, 
laid it on her fire to make the pot boil. But 
it sprang oat of the flames; and the priests 
hearing of the miracle, carried it in proeessiou 
to the church of Nosso Senhor de Boucas, and 
applying it to the stump of the armless idol, a 
miraculous junction wm immediately effected, 
it being the identical arm the idol had lost; i 
To this idol Soult determined to offer his 
devotions, in order to qualify himself for 
his regal aspirations. Accordingly he and 
his staff visited the church, and prostrating 
themselves before the altar, ^^paid,” says his 
serrile adulator, ^Hliat tribute of respect 
and reverence which religion requires from 
those %vlio arc animated with the true spirit 
of Christiauity.” The French marshal hav¬ 
ing gone through tiie mummery of prepara¬ 
tory qualification for i‘oyal assumption, direc¬ 
ted his attention to tlie measures requisite 
for furthering his subjugation of Portugal; 
but the lamfingof the British army at Lisbon 
awoke him from his reverie of aggression 
and royalty. The surprise of Chaves (I^Iarch 
20tli)j with the capture of the magazines 
of the array, and 1,300 prisoners by Si 1 vena 
and his Portuguese levies, and the occupa- 
tiou of Coimbra by Trant, also tended to 1 
occasion him embarassment. In retaliation, 
he ordered such Portuguese as he suspected 
of communicating , either with Trant or 
Silveira, to be hung from the trees along 
the road-side, and their bodies left to 
putrefy there, all persons being forbidden to 
bury them. He moreover ordered Tbomieres, 
who had been accustomed to such services, 
to tie—which the French galled inflicting 
an exemplary and necessary chastisement— 
twenty-four of the inhabitants of the rillage 
of Arifane in couples, back to back, and 
shoot them, as a punishment, for a party 
of disbanded militia having killed a chef- 
d'escadrou and his escort of three dragoons 
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near that village. After the perpetration 
of this atrocity, the village was set on fire, 
the women and girls having been previously 
forced into an ermida or cliapel, and there 
violated. 


But a spice” of French atrocities has 
been as yet presented to the reader; in its 
appropriate place in this work, they will be 
exhibited in all tlieir horror and abomina¬ 
tion. 


THE GUERILLA OR PARTISAN WARFARE, 


The origin of the guerilla warfare was the 
excessive cruelty and extortion practised by 
■the French on the inhabitants of Spain, If 
you inquired into the private history of the 
members of any of the guerilla bands, it 
uniformly recounted some tale of suffering. 
One liad his father murdered by the French 
soldiers, at the threshold of his house } 
another had seen his wife violated and mas¬ 
sacred, or lii^ children butchered before his 
eyes; a third had lost both his sons in the 
war; a fourth, burnt out of house aud home, 
had joined the bands in the mountains as 
the only means of gaining a livelihood, or of 
wreaking vengeance* All Isad in one way or 
other, been driven by suffering to forget 
every other feeling but the remembrauce of 
their woes, and the determination to revenge 
them, Navarre” said the elder Mina, in the 
preamble to liis counter-proclamation of re- 
taliation for the frightful and sanguinary de¬ 
nunciation of Bessiere's proclamation, dated 
JuQeSth, 1811 , Discovered with desolation; 
every where tears are shed for the loss of the 
dearest friends; the father sees^the body of 
his son hanging for having had the lieroism 
to defend his country : the son witnesses 
with despair his father sinking under the 
horrors of a prison, for no other reason than 
that he is the parent of a hero who has 
fought for his native land/^—Proclamation 
by Esposs y Miua, December 14th, 1811, 
The immense extent of the contributions 
imposed, and the excessive rigour with which 
they were levied on all ranks and degrees of 
persons, were also highly instrumental in the 
formation of this species of warfare, Spain 
had now for the space of three years been 
devastated by all the hon'ors of war; had 
been suffering from a system of organised 
rapim and plunder, enforced by the most 

• No country in the world is more favourable to 
partisan warfare than Spain, It everywhere abounds 
in excellent positjons, capable of a defence by few 
against many. The sphere of the exploits of the 
guerillas was therefore usually the mountain passes 
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remorseless severity and cruelty : the con¬ 
sequence was, that gnerilla chiefs and bands 
sprang up in every quarter where the shelter 
of mountains rendered pursuit difficult,’^ 
In Galicia, the Asturias, Biscay, Navarre, 
Aragon, Catalonia, Leon, tlie two Castiles, 
indeed in the wdiole of the northern and 
midland provinces, those patriot bands were 
denominated guerillas : in the moimtaiii 
districts included under the name of the 
Serra de Honda, in Andalusia, the iiTegular 
hands were termed serranos. The distinc¬ 
tion was, that the guerillas acted in concert, 
the serrano on his (jwn responsibility. The 
dress of tlie guerilla was a short jacket of 
rnsset brmvn, and leather leggings of the 
same dark colour; that of the serrano was 
velveteen, of an olive green colour, profusely 
ornamented with silver buttons, and his legs 
were incased in leather botilnos. A belt of 
short leather surrounded the waist of each, 
stuck full of the weapons of the French 
officers whom they had slain. When in 
small parties those predatory bands were 
called parddas. 

Tiiis species of force and mode of warfare 
are peculiar to the Peninsula, Prom the 
days of Pompey and Sartorins, to the late 
contest between the aristocratic and demo¬ 
cratic parties, it has been pursued without 
intermission through uU the varieties of 
time, descent, and physical circumstances. 

D To lead these guerilla apd serrano bands, 
which were little more than semi-bandits, 
the priest girded up his black robe and stuck 
pistols in, his belt; the student threw aside 
his books and grasped a sword; the shep¬ 
herd forsook his flock, and the Imsbandman 
his home,” Cooks, barbers, innkeepera, 
blacksmiths, and men of all callings and 
professions, enrolled themselves in their 

fastnes-seij which abound in Spain, pailicularly 
in the range of the Pyrenees, The mountain of the 
Salinas \vas celebrated for the ambuscades wlilch 
Mina^ Louga, and E! Pastor, were incessantly way¬ 
laying convoys. 
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ranks, in hopes of plnuder and promotion. 
Many females wearing male attire (a custom 
not nnfrequent among women who are the 
inmates of camps) were frequently in the 
ranks of the guerillas and the serranos, 
fighting among the foremost* Tlie most 
ferocious of those female warriors was named 
Martina, Guerilla juntas were established 
by the regency in each px'oriiiee, to collect 
stores and provisions for the bands. 

The most distinguished of the guerilla 1 
leaders were the two Minas, uncle and 
nephew, EspoK y Mina and Xavier IMina, 
and Kenovales, iu Navarre and Aragon ; 
Porlier and Louga, in the Asturias : in Bis¬ 
cay, Juan Martin Diez (named El Empeci- 
iiado), ami Julian Sanchez, in the Castiles^ 
Juan Paladca, in La Mancha; and Murillo 
Davila, in the mountamous districts included 
under tlie name of the Sierra de Ronda, in 
Andalusia* The curate Merino, friar Sapia, 
Jan^egui, baron d^Erolles, Amor, Juan 
Abril, Sornilj Duran, Campillo, and others, 
acquired much notoriety in this species of 
warfare. Indeed each province and district 
had their predatory heroes, whose deeds, in 
the strain of Spanish bombast, w^ere com¬ 
pared with those of the Cid* Their leaders 
were often designated from their former 
employments or professions, or were known 
by some other distiiigiiishing appellative or 
kind of nick-name. Some were character¬ 
ised on account of their peculiar deformity ; 
others obtained epithets from their superior 
qualifications; many from their truculence, 
and dexterous modes of spoliation* Thus, 

1 Jarreguy was styled el Pastor {the sheplierd}; 
Paladea, el Medico (the doctor) ; Porlier, el 
Marqnisito (the marquis). The other sou¬ 
briquets were, el Principe (the prince) ; cl 
iManco (the left-handed) ; el Francisco (the 
Franciscan) ; el Frayle (the monk) ; el Ciu'a 
(the priest) ; el Cantarero (the potter) ; el 
Pescador (the fisherman), &c* 

The first adventurers wdio attracted notice 
as guerilla chiefs, by collecting stragglers 
from the Spanish patriot dispersed armies, 
deserters from the enemy, the English, and 
their own fugitive forces, and contrabandists 
or smugglers, and men fond of a life of wild 
adventure, or made desperate by the ruin of 
their private affairs, in the general wreck 
which the spoliation and cruelty of the 
French had occasioned, were Juan Diez 
Porlier, in Asturias, and Juan Martin Diez, 
better known by his appellation of El Em- 
pecinado, in Old Castile, A lawyer, by name 
Gil, eommenced the same course in the 

Pyrenean valleys of Navarre and A\ragon ; 
but after a slmrt career of two months he 
disappeared; and Egoaguerra, who renewed 
the attempt in the same quarter, iu a short 
time engaged in Doyie^s battalion. The 
third guerilla chief who at this time raised 
the spirits of the Pyrenean provinces, and 
for a wliOe gave eraployraent to the French 
in Navarre, was D. Mariano de Renovales, 
by ivhom the convent of San Joseph had 
been so gallantly defended at the last siege 
of Saragossa. Having been made prisoner 
when the city surrendered, he liad effected 
his escape on the way to France, and col¬ 
lected in the vaHeya of Roncal and Anso, a 
body of men and officers, wlio, like himself, 
believed that the scandalous manner in which 
the terms of the capitulation had been 
violated by the French, released them from 
all obligation of observing it. On March 
1st, 1809, the French sending a force against 
him, then in the town of Anso, he defeated 
it and captured all the surrivors; but in the 
following August, being attacked in the val- 
lej" of Roncal, he w^as,^ after a gallant resis¬ 
tance, obliged to demand terms and capitu¬ 
late for the valleys; himself and such of his 
followers as chose, being allowed to with¬ 
draw. The French, according to their own 
aceouuts, lost in this affair 500 killed and 
800 wounded, 

Xavier Mina, the son of a landholder who 
cultivated his own estate, and w^as deputy 
for one of the valleys of Navarre, was a 
student at Pamplona when the Spanish 
Patriot Insurrection began* He was then 
in the 18th year of his age, and during the 
earlier part* of the war had been confined to 
his fathcris house by a severe illness, from 
which he recovered just after Renovales had 
been compelled to wdtlidraw from Roncal * 

A French commander, whose corps was en¬ 
camped in the neighbourhood, sent a ser- 
jeant, requiring the father, in liis capacity as 
deputy, to provide rations for his men. The 
serjeant disappeared on the road, and, in 
consequence, the house was surrounded at 
midniglit by a detachment of 'infauhy^, who 
had orders to arrest the elder Mina, and 
bring liim to head-quarters. The son, how¬ 
ever, had time enough to secure his father's 
escape, and then in his name presented 
himself to the officer, The French general 
before w hom he was carried, threatened him 
with death unless the serjeant were pro¬ 
duced; but as every thing in that quarter 
Avas to be arranged by means of money, 
Mina obtained his libertv after having 
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been detained three days. The party who 
arrested him had plundered his father’s 
house. This usage^ tlie danger he bad 
escaped, and the injustice of the whole pra- 
eeeding, roused into full action those feel¬ 
ings which had been suspended only by 
disease and languor. He provided himself 
with a musket and eartouche-boXj and in 
that trim presented himself in his own vil¬ 
lage, and offere^J to take the command of as 
many Spaniards as would engage with him 
in the good work of avenging their country 
on its invaders. Twelve adventurers joined 
him; they took to the monntainSj and 
there, while they waited an opportunity of 
action, maintained themselves oh his father’s 
sheep. His first adventure was to surprise 
a party of seven artillery-men, who were 
carrying two pieces of cannon and a quantity 
of ammunition from Saragossa to Pamplona. 
This success procured him twenty volunteers, 
and he retired again to the mountains after 
sending his prisoners to Lerida, Hearing 
tliat a general officer was on the road with 
an escort of thirty-four foot and twelve 
horsemen, he laid in ambush for them in so 
favourable a spot, that a volley was fired on 
the French witli sure efieet, before they had 
any apprehension of danger. The general 
was shot in his carriage, some of the escort 
were made prisoners, and some money fell 
into Mina’s hands. This he immediately 
distributed among his men, recommending 
them to send part to their families, and to 
retain no more than would he necessary to 
defray the expenses of their own interment, 
exposed as they must now be contiuiiallj to 
death. The men were thus raised iu their 
own esteem and in that of their country¬ 
men wherever this was told, and volunteers 
now presented themselves in abundance, 
attracted by a success wliicli was reported 
everywhere with such exaggerations as 
tales like these usually gather in their way. 
He received, however, none but those who 
brought arms, or whom he could supply 
with the spoils taken from the euemy. His 
party at this time amounted to about three¬ 
score persons, distinguished by a red riband 
iu their hats, and a red collar to their 
jackets. He proceeded now towards the 
frontiers of Aragon, where a band of fifty 
robbers were adding to the miseries of that 
affiicted country. These he succeeded in 
surprising; the greater number were killed 
on the spot; the rest were sent prisoners to 
Tarragona. Ihvelve horses were taken from 
tlie jiartv, ii]>on wliich he nioimted some of 
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his men, and armed them with lances; and 
Bvery day added to liis numbers and his 
reputation, llations were voluntarily pro¬ 
vided for his people wherever they were 
expected, and given as freely at one time as 
they were paid for at another, from the spoils 
of the enemy. He levied a duty on the 
passes where a considerable trade iu colo¬ 
nial produce was carried on, and with these 
resources he paid and equipped his men, 
and kept in pay a sufficient number of 
intelligencers. It was in vain that the 
French madt repeated efforts to crush their 
enterprising enemy; if liis troops dispersed 
on tlie appearance or attack of a formidable 
detachment, it was only to re-uuitej and by j 
striking a blow^ on some weak point or dis¬ 
tant quarter, render tlieraselves more for¬ 
midable than before. In Navarre, Biscay, 
and on the road from Burgos to Bayonne, 
he made himself the terror of the French 
convoys. He nearly captured Massena, in 
his homeward journey through Spain; but 
though he missed that chance, he captured 
his baggage and the whole convoy at the 
Puerto d’Arlaban, near Vittoria, on wliieh 
occasion he defeated a French force of 2,000 
men, who were escorting the convoy of pii- 
soners and plundered treasure to France. 

On this occasion he took 150 of the enemy, 
and slew 600, This active chieftain was 
alw^ays on the watch for the enemy; passing 
from one province to another, at one time 
concentrating his forces, at another dis¬ 
persing them. At this time he had about 
1,200 men under his command. His chiv¬ 
alrous spuit had made him so formidable 
to tlie enemy that, not being able to captui’e : 
him, they offered in a prociamatioii six thou- ' 
sand duros for his head. This failing, they i 
endeavoured to seduce him from his alle- ; 
giance by tempting offers- Signal as his | 
successes were, his career w^as as short as 
his escapes were hair-breadth. Chance, 

however, at lust put him in their power. 
Expecting the arrival of a convoy, he went 
on horseback witli only one companion, by 
inoDiitiglit, to reconnoitre the ground, when 
he was surprised and talicii by some of the ' 
enemy’s outposts. 

To supply his place, his uncle, Esposs y 
Mina, was elected commander-in-chief of j 
the gneriilas iu Navarre. His first act was , 
to capttu^e Echeverria, the leader of a m a- I 
raiiding hand of guerillas, consisting of about 
800 Oerraan deserters from the French j 
ranks. He shot Echeverria and three of bis j 
principxd comrades, and incorporated the i 
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men in liis own band* A gang of forty 
rufliansj with a woman by name Martina 
for their leader^ infested Biscay and Akva^ 
and committed so many murdersj that there 
was a general outcry for her suppression y 
surprising the leader and her party, he in¬ 
dicted summary punish meat on them . lie 
kept no man in his troop who was known 
to be addicted to women, lest by their means 
he might be betrayed* No gaming was 
allowed among his men ; nor were they 
, permitted to plunder* 

The only chiefs among the guerillas who 
had belonged to the genteel rank of society 

1 were Porlier, d^Eroiles, and Duran, who had 
been officers in the regular Spanish service. 

1 The daring guerilla chief, Juan Martin 

Diear, the Empecinado, had been a soldier 
for a short time previous to the War of 
Independence, but had returned to his 
peaceful occupation of an agricultural la¬ 
bourer, When the intelligence of the 
detention of Ferdinand at Bayonne reached 
Spain, the Empecinado was thtf first to make 
war against the French* Having persuaded 
two of his neighhotirs to take up arms, they 
took a position on the high road from France 
to Madrid, near Ai'auda de Duero, to inter¬ 
cept the French couriei's* This he soon 
accomplished, and thus obtained his first 
horse and arms) and this course was con¬ 
tinued till his band numbered fifteen warriors. 
With these he performed the most dm^mg 
exploits, catting off convoys, intercepting 
supplies, treasure, &c* lu a few months he 
found himself at the head of 1,500 men, 
and w^as thus enabled to do the enemy in- . 
calculable miseliief. In vain were armies 

1 sent to surround his band j he baflied them 
' all j shut up garrisons, destroyed depdts, 
&c,j until his uame became a terror to the 
enemies of his country. His disinterested- 
1 ness was equal to his valour, ai\d for this 

1 reason he became the idol of his band, so 
that they were ready to undertake any ex¬ 
ploit at his bidding* Among bis daring 
operations the following is conspicuous. A 

I convoy was couveying in a carriage a lady, 

1 the relation of marshal Moncey, The car¬ 
riage was escorted by twelve soldiers, in the 
centre of two columns of 6,000 men each, 
about a mile asunder. The Empecinado, 

' w'ith only eight of his followers, ^vas con¬ 
cealed close to the town of Caron'os. He 
allowed the leading column to pass, than 
boldly rushed on the convoy, put to death 
the whole of the escort, seized and carried 
off the carnage, which contained a rich prize 

of money, jewels, &c* This, with his cha- | 
racteristic generosity, he partly divided | 
among his men, and sent the greater portion , 
for the coffers of the state. He was con¬ 
stantly descending from the fruadalasara 
mountains, and spreading terror and alarm 
among the French garrisons. In one of 
those irruptions, he surprised and captured 
three battalions at Caktayad, He ulti- ; I 
mately became a brigadier-^nera! in tbe 
Spanish service, and on the termination of 
the war, retired to his native village. When 
the French army, imder the duke of cFAn- 
gouleme, crossed the Bidassoa, to put down 
the constitution of 1820, the Empecinado 
took the field on behalf of the constitu- * 
tionalists, and thougii included in the cap¬ 
itulation made by general Placentia, was 
condemned, at the instigation of the Wart- 
less Ferdinand, to he taken on the back of 
an ass to the place of execution, and hung. 
The more ignominious part of this iniqui¬ 
tous sentence he refused to submit to, but 
walked with a firm step to his doom ; here 
a sentence of bis hard fate stimulated an 
attempt to escape; his %reat personal 
strength enabled him to burst the cords 
which bound him, but he was quickly over¬ 
taken, and literally dragged by the rope 
round his neck through the streets, and 
afterwards suspended on the gallows. 

In the other provinces the daring of the 
bands of the guerillas, particularly that in 
the Asturias, tinder Porlier, called El Mar- 
q nisi to, greatly harassed the French* That 
chief surprised the gaiTison of Santand^, 
and foiiglit some well-contested battles ivitli 
tbe enemy* Don J ulian Sanchez gave the 
foe in Old Castile no repose ; he w^as con¬ 
tinually surprising detachments, and making 
prisoners* On one occasion he drove away 
the cattle from under the walls of Ciudad 
Bodrigo, and disposing an ambush captured 
the French governor, who had sallied out 
to chastise him for Ins presumption. ! 

The example of these chiefs, and the rich 
booty wffiich they obtained by tlie capture 
of the chm’ch plate and that of individuals, 
which the intrusive government were at 
that time enforcing by requisition, in¬ 
duced guerilla parties to be on the watch* 
One party surprised a convoy with eighty 
quintals of silver, near Segovia, The French, 
w^ho found themselves annoyed by this 
species of warfare, endeavoured to raise a 
counter-force of the same kind in Navarre, 
styled Miguelets. But that appel iation, which 
was so popular among the Spaniards, had 
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no attraction for tbem when it was pressed 
into the usurper’s service* 

These forces rapidly increased. By tlie 
autumn of 1811^ there were not less* than 
10,090 guerillas south of the Ebro; while 
to the north of that river Mina anti Longa 
headed corps of 5,000 or 6,000 men each. 
A few of the other cliiefs mustered bodies 
of 400 or 500 men each, !)iit the majority 
of them led small bands of forty or fifty. 

By these bfltids great evils were inflicted 
on the enemy; they cut off cornmimicationsj 
intercepted supplies, convoys, and couriers; 
and destroyed the little forts, block-houses, 
and redoubts, which were placed midway 
between the towns to preserve the commu¬ 
nication. But the government interfering, 
and giving these chiefs military rank, ren¬ 
dered them tame and indolent regulars. 

These predatory bands were often the 
scourge and terror of the provinces in w^hich 
they acted, and their outrages were so great 
that counter-parti das in many places were 
raised, both by the regency and the French, 
to restrain their excesses. Their feelings of 
patriotism wei^ deadened by the lawless 
nature of their avocation: the love of coun¬ 
try, and all the generous and disinterested 
feeliuga whicli it engenders, had been ab¬ 
sorbed ill the views of individual interest 
and selfish enjoyment. 

A celebrated chief of a band of maraud¬ 
ing guerillas, after making war on the 
French, turned his arms against the Span¬ 
iards. He had struck so great terror into 
Cikistile, that the Spaniards joined the French 
to endeavour to take him. Betrayed by 
one of his men, lie was seized in a venta. 
A few days after, he was quartered by four 
horses in Valladolid, and his disparted limbs 


were placed on wheels at the four ciirdinal 
points of the city. 

^ It has been stated that deserters from the 
Freuch and English armies were among tlie 
guerillas. M, Blaze, in his iuterestiiig work, 
says, the advanced guard of the French 
army, in the pursuit of the EugUsh army to 
Corumia, arrived at a village surrounded by 
a palisade, where the tri-eoloured flag waved 
on the steeple, and the sentinels wore the 
French uniform. Some officers going up to 
it were informed, that for three months 
past 200 marauders had occupied tlie place, 
their retreat having been cut off. Their 
commander-iu-chief was a corporal, but his 
excellency was out shooting with his staff. 

It may be proper to state that much erro¬ 
neous misconception lias been entertained 
by all writers on the subject as to the 
amount of injury which the French sus- 
tamed from having their convoys and supplies 
intercepted by the gueriila bands; that mis¬ 
conception will appear from the following fact. 

As the Freuch system of warfare wa^ en¬ 
tirely predatory, that is, the troops were 
maintained by the plunder and spoliation 
of the countries in which their wars were 
carried on, the French armies did not suffer 
from the loss of their supplies and maga¬ 
zines armies do who carry on warfare 
according to the civilised usages of modern 
Europe; aud, consequently, their operations 
were not in the same degree cramped and 
retarded as is the case with those armies 
that conform to tlie accredited usages of 
civilised nations. The guerilla bands of the 
Basque provinces, marahalled under Sarto- 
rius, were much more formidable to the 
Eomans tlian those of the Peninsular 
War^^ were to the French. 


THE WALCHEREN AND SICILIAN EXPEDITIONS. 


While the English army was paralysed in 
the Peninsula for want of the sinews of 
war—men and money—by the incapacity 
of Castlereagli, and the intrigues of Canning, 
two expeditions, one to Walcheren, and 
the other to Sicily, were planned and un¬ 
dertaken by the imbecile cabinet of Great 
Britain, The object was to effect a diver¬ 
sion in favour of Austria, between which 
power and France war then subsisted. The 
Austrian government wished the attack to 
be made in the iiortli of Germany; but the 
English cabinet, for “the 'capture or de¬ 
struction of the enemy's ships, either build- 
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ing at Antwerp and Flushing, or afloat in 
the Scheldt; the destruction of the arsenals 
and dockyards of Antwerp, Tc rue use, and 
Flushing; and the rendering, if possible! 
the Scheldt no longer navigable for ships 
of war,” determined that the Scheldt should 
be the point of attack. In the selection of 
that point they were determined, because 
of B nonap artels great maritime preparations 
there for the purpose of hia contemplated 
descent on England, Prom the spring of 
] 807, formidable naval preparations had 
been carrying on by France in those waters. 
But both expeditions were rendered nugatory 
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by tlie procrastination of tlioir preparations, 
the enemy having obtained a knowledge of 
their destination, and consequently took 
the necessary precautions to defeat them ; 
and the first mentioned was foi’ther marred 
by the imbecility of the comtnauder-iu-ebief, 
the earl of Chatham, whose name was pro¬ 
verbial for indolence and iSactivity, and 
who, possessed of very slender abilities, but 
being a court favourite, and in eniban^assed 
circurostanoes, the national interests were 
sacrificed to his private emolument, which 
would arise from the lucrative command to 
which he was appointed* 

The ai‘mainent destined for the Scheldt 
was the largest and the most complete that 
had ever left the British shores* Its pre¬ 
paration commenced from the hegimiing of 
the month of May. In July a fleet assem¬ 
bled in the Downs, consisting of thirty-nine 
sail of the line, thirty-six frigates, and a 
proportionate accompammeot of ^in-boats^, 
bomb-vessels, and smaller craft; in all, 345 
vessels of w^ar, accompanied by about 400 
sail of transports, carrying nearly 40,000 
troops i and on the 28th of the same month 
it set sail for its destination. The imposing 
magnificence of this mighfc}^ force, forming, 
together with seamen and marines, a suin- 
total of 100,000 men, drew thousands of 
spectators, among whom was its projector 
and his associate, Curtis the baker, bis¬ 
cuit baker and contractor, to witness the 
departure of the ill-fated multitude it con¬ 
tained, over whom the angel of death >vas 
hovering, who doomed them to perish, not 
on the glorious battle-field, but by the 
consuming breath of pestilence and disease. 
Ill the course of the following day, the 
fleet was off the Dutch coast j but it be¬ 
ing not sufficiently pro^dded with boats 
for landing the troops, ordnance, &c*, 
Flushing was not invested till the 2nd 
of August; and the operations were then so 
slow, that the batteries were not ready 
for near a fortnight, so to commence 
an eftectnal bombardment* The wind now 
permitted a naval blockade to be formed, 
when a hot bombardment began. On the 
15th, the guns of the forts being silenced, 
and two churches, the stadthouse, and 250 
houses having been destroyed, on the follow¬ 
ing morning, the governor, genei^ ilonnet, 
displayed the white flag, and demanded a 
suspension.of hostilities for a few hours* On 
the following evening, the articles of capitu¬ 
lation being signed, he surrendered the 
place, with a garrison of about 6,000 men* 


From the oversight by the ineorapetent 
military and naval commanders of the expedi¬ 
tion, of not taking possession, or intercepting 
the communications, of the island of Cadsand, 
the only place from which the enemy could 
receive supplies and reinforcements, in the 
course of the siege 3,000 men had been 
transported from it to Walcheren. IrYith 
the peaceable suiTender of two small islands 
to the north of the Eastern Scheldt, the 
reduction of Flashing had bCfen the virtual 
termination of the campaign* 

Lord Chatham now talked loudly and 
solemnly of advancing on Antwerp and 
capturing that fortress, and the ships of war 
in its harbour; but while he was pausing 
and pondering for nearly another fortnight, 
a large force was collected there of regular 
troops and national guards of the Belgic 
provinces, and those nearest to them in 
France; and Bernadotte had arrived to take I 
the command* Besides, the strong forts of 
Liilo, &c*, on the Scheldt, were well manned, 
and all sorts of impediments, bars, boom 
chains, &c*,"thrown across and into the 
Scheldt, to impede the advance of the British 
fleet. The consequence was, the English 
oflfensive operations were suspended, and the 
French commenced theirs* On the 30th of 
August, opening a fire from guns and mor¬ 
tars from both banks of the river, they 
forced the English fleet to retire from its 
advanced position* The consequence was, 
that Walcheren was the only post occupied 
by tlie EugHsh in the beginning of Septem¬ 
ber. Neai^ly a fourtJi pai4 of the army be^Ag 
now prostrated by the endemic fever of the 
country, the Earl of Chatham, on the 14th 
September, embarked with a portion of the 
array for England, leaving a feeble remnant 
of the magnificent army which had been 
entrusted to his command, under sir Eyi*e 
Coote, for the purpose of demolishing the 
defences and basin of Flushing* Sir 
Bichard Strachan, the admiral of the fleet, 
wishing to continue his comraand, and enjoy 
the perquisites it afforded, transmitted a 
[ plan of defence of the island to the admi¬ 
ralty, so as to render it a permanent posses¬ 
sion by England* The British tnimstry 
now ordered the fortifications to be im¬ 
proved, and sent out English bricklayers, 
bricks and moriar, for the pui'pose, as if 
those materials could not have been procured ( 
elsewhere* But the reniainder of the troops 
left to garrison the town disappearing with 
alarming rapidity in the hospitals and the 
grave, orders were sent out to lieut.-general 
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Doa, who had succeeded sir Eyre Coote, to 
destroy the basiu and the naval defences of 
the ialandj and withdraw the garrison. Thus 
ended the Walcheren Expedition, which 
cost the nation twenty millions of money, 
and 10,000 of her best troops. The only 
trophies of that memorable exploit were a 
frigate and the timbers of a seventy-foar, 
which when put together was christened the 
Chatham, as a memorial of the vigorous 
and prompt measures—words, namely, 
"promptitude^' and "vigour,” in the coni^ 
ninnication of the king's approbation of his 
operations during the siege of Flushing—of 
the commander-in-chief of the expedition. 

Incapacity, and, in some instances, the 
want of cooinion honesty and linmanity, 
marked the proceedings of all the prominent 
persons connected with this ill-fated expedi¬ 
tion* The ministiy, among theii' other exhi¬ 
bitions of ignorance, should have known that 
Walcheren had been maintained in the reign 
of William and Anne at a fearful expense of 
health and life. The conduct of the medical 
folk, or principal officers of the*b.rmy medical 
department, was culpable and heartless. The 
subterfuges of the surgeon-general, the pliy- 
sician-gentralj and the inspector-general of 
the forces, of the time, in evading obedience 
to the command to repair to Walcheren to 
examine the causes of the malady, and re¬ 
port thereon, are an eternal stigma on them. 

The expeditionary force intended to ope¬ 
rate in favour of Austria in Italy, consisted 
of about 15,000 English, Sicilians, Cala- 
(jpansj Coi’sican rangers, and other foreigners 


in British pay, under the command of sir 
Jolm Stuart, the hero of Maida, and W'ho 
were then stationed in Sicily for the protec¬ 
tion of Ferdinand IV* anrf his family, the 
ex-king of Naples, On the 11th of * June, 
the expeditionary force set sail; and on 
its passage captured the islands of Ischia 
and Procida, together ivith 100 pieces of 
ordnance, and 1,500 troops. On the 24th, 
the advanced divisions anchored off Cape 
Miseno, between three and four leagues 
from Naples, but being detained there some 
time waiting the arrival of Don Leopold, 
whose presence it was supposed would have 
considerable influence on lus father's late 
subjects, tlie usurper of the throne of 
Naples, Joachim Murat, had put the city 
in so complete a state of preparation, that 
its reduction could not have been rapidly 
effected but by bombardment ; and as the 
court of Palermo was unwilling to resort to 
that alternative, the expedition returned to 
Sicily, having previously dismantled the for¬ 
tifications of Ischia and Procida. Having i 
failed in his Neapolitan expedition, sir Jolni 
Stuart dispatched general Oswald, with 1,600 
men, against the islands of Zante, Corfu, 
and Cephalonia, which lie at tlie mouth of 
the Adriatic, the first and second of which 
surrendered, togctlier with Ithaca and Ce- 
rigo. Corfu was too strong to be reduced 
by so small a force, and remained in the 
possession of the French till the peace of 
Paris, 1814, when it was surrendered to the 
English* Maura, the remaining Ionian isle, 
was reduced in April, 1810, 


THE SECOND SPANISH CAMPAIGN, AND THE THIRD PORTUGUESE 

CAMPAIGN. 

ANSis 1810 — 18 LL 


Undismayed by the series of disastrous 
events wliich closed the year 1809, and 
ushered iu the opening of the following 
year, in the armies and affairs of Spain, the 
British chief did not relax in his exertions 
to prepare for the struggle in which he 
was engaged. 

Having, as has been already stated, taken 
up a line of defence on the north-eastern 
frontier of Portugal, the divisions of the 
army being so disposed as to hold the strong 
and rugged line of the Beira frontier, on 
w'hich a sufficient force could be rapidly 
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assembled at any point which the enemy 
might seriously menace, or which he himseli 
might choose for a demonstration on the 
frontier, or for striking a blow should a 
favourable opportunity present itself; lie 
proceeded to make his dispositions to oblige 
the French to move in masses, and to gain 
time himself; time to secure the liarvests, 
complete his lines for retreat, and perfect 
the organization and discipline of the Por¬ 
tuguese troops* 

In pursuance of his authority as Marshal- 
general of Portugal {so appointed 23rd 
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November^ 1809) be caused the Portugese 
regency to enforce tbe ancient military laws 
of the kingdom, by which all males of saf- 
ficient age were compelled to bear arms in 
its defence, under the denomination of the 
ordenanzas. 

' Having thus adopted every means in his 
power for the defence of the country, and 
for opposing the enemy when he could suc¬ 
cessfully resist his progress^ he calmly waited 
I the advance of the hostile force, which had 
three diflerent routes of access open to it; 
the one on the eastern frontier, by the way 
I of lower Beira; a second by the Alemtejo 
on the south; and the third on the north, 

I through GalHcia. As the first of these 
I routes was the most practicable, the English 
general concluded that his adversary would 
select it, and consequently, that he must 
first effectuate the reduction of Ciudad Rod¬ 
rigo and Almeida, as places of arms on 
which to base his line of operations, before 
he could hazard an advance either on Lisbon 
or Oporto, along the descent of the Sierra 
de Estrella, a range of rugged mountains 
whicli extend from Coimbra to Guarda, and 
terminate in the extensive plains of Castile; 
being the best defensible line between the 
frontier and Lisbon, and at tbe same time 
cutting off the approach by the two great 
roads which run to the north and south of 
the Sierra, and which are the only ones 
passable by an army moving with its maUriel 
of stores and guns. In February of this 
year he visited the lines of Torres Vedras, 
to ascertain their condition, in order, as he 
playfully observed, that should his com- 
panions-ie-arms be eventually compelled to 
leave Portugal, "he felt a little anxiety that 
they should go like gentlemen, out of the 
hall-door, particularly after the preparations 
he had made to enable them to do so, and 
not out of the back door, or by the area/^ 
As has been happily observed by the author 
of The Military Memoirs^ the Duke was 
always gay and good-humoured with those 
about him, inspiring others with the con¬ 
fidence he evidently felt himself, as about 
him was not the slightest ostentation; " no 
solemn mystery; no pomp of concealment; 
never one look of importance/^ 

The power of Austria having been broken 
by the battles of Aspem and Wagram, Na¬ 
poleon Buonaparte resumed his determi¬ 
nation of reducing Spain to subjection. 
For this purjiose, and with the view of bear¬ 
ing down on aU points of opposition at once, 
and on each with an overwhelming supe^ 
VOL* r, X 


riority, he lost no time in pouring into the 
Peninsula mass after mass of his veteran 
troops, accustomed to war and victory, and 
flushed with their recent German success. 
In the early months of the year, one hun¬ 
dred and twenty thousand men of the army 
of the Rhine had crossed the eastern Py¬ 
renees; and thus the French force in the 
Peninsula was increased to the amount of 
368,000 men. From this enormous force, 
two grand corps d^ann4e were formed; the 
first, consisting of 65,000 men, was assem¬ 
bled at the foot of the Sierra Morena, for 
the purpose of invading Andalusia; and the 
second, amounting to 80,000 men, was as¬ 
sembled under Ney, Junot, and Reynier in 
the valley of the Tagus, until Massena should 
assume the coraiuaud in chief. At this 
period (March, 1810) the British army effec¬ 
tive in the field did not amount to 32,000 
combatants. The Portuguese troops con¬ 
sisted of twenty-four regiments of the line, 
six of light infantry, and ten of cavalry, 
with the due proportion of artillery: but 
tbe effective strength did not exceed 31,000 
men; and of this number many regiments, 
not being sufficiently trained to act with 
British troops, remained in garrison. 

Soult opened the campaign in the early 
part of January, by forcing the pass of 
Despena-Perros, which forms the main road 
from Madrid to Cadiz, and though numerous 
field works and entrenchments had been 
added to its natural strength, its defenders, 
amounting to thirty thousand men, under 
Areizaga, fled before him, even over tlie 
field of Baylen, in the greatest confusion 
and consternation, without firing a shot in 
their defence. The other passable routes 
(Puerto del Rey, Venta Nueva, and Venta 
Quemada) of the mountain chain that em¬ 
braces Andalusia, were as readily forced by 
liis lieutenants, DessoUes and Sebastiaui. 
Thus, in less than a fortnight, the French 
were masters of the whole of Andalusia, 
except the city of Cadiz and the Isle of 
Leon. Cordova, Grenada, Seville, Malaga, 
&c., fell without the least resistance; and 
Cadiz would have met with a like fate had 
it not been for the promptitude and spirit 
of the Duke of Albuquerque. That patriotic 
soldier, knowing that Soult was pushing on 
from Seville ^vith the chief part of his force 
to seize that important place, by a rapid 
march of 260 miles, from Pedroso de la 
Sierra, entered the Isle of Leon on the 2nd 
of February, having gained a day^s march 
on the enemv, thus not only outstripping 
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him in rapidity of moYementj but also having 
outmaiKEuvred him* 

In the north of Spaiu^ the operations of 
the campaign, after the surrender of Aatorga 
to Junot, commenced by the investment of 
Ciudad Rodrigo, on the 26th of April, but 
the siege was not prosecuted with vigour 
until Massena, whose advent had been vaunt* 
ingly anuouncedj arrived to take the com* 
maud of the army destined for the invasion 
of Portugal. That officer, disapproving of 
Ney^s operations (who, regardless of the 
reckless expenditure of human life, had 
begun his approaches where a general 
more sparing of his troops would have ter¬ 
minated them,) formally invested that city 
on the 4th of June, Napoleon had instruc¬ 
ted him to proceed cautiously, and according 
to the rules and usages of military science. 
The fields of Roli^a, Vimiera, Corunna, the 
Passage of the Doui'o, and the battle of 
Talavera, had taught th^s French emperor 
and his generals to respect the prowess of 
English troops, and the genius and skill of 
their leader. The delay that took place 
subsequent to the sun*ender of that city, 
before the French invaded Portugal; their 
feints and demonstrations, their marchings 
and counter marchings, prove that they had 
formed a just and an accurate estimate on 
the subject. 

During the operations of the enemy pre¬ 
paratory to and pending the siege of Ciudad 
Rodrigo, the duty was assigned to the light 
division of observing an advanced line of 
country extending from Escalon on the left 
to Nova Frias on the right, five-and-twenty 
miles between the Agava and the Coa. This 
arduous duty it performed for near three 
months, to the admiration of both armies, 
though the gallant band was distant but one 
bourns march from six thousand horsemen of 
the enemy, with fifty guns; and but two 
hours' march from their main army, amount¬ 
ing to seventy thousand men. The situation 
^ demanded and called forth a quickness and 
an intelligence in the troops, and a vigilance 
and skilful disposition in their leader, which 
have seldom been equalled. But the secret 
of this wonderful performance was the high 
state of discipline which they had attained. 
" Seven minutes,'^ says one who shared in 
their perils and exploits, '^sufficed for the 
dirision to get under arms in the middle of 
the night, and a quarter of an hour, night 
or day, to bring it in order of battle to the 
alarm-posts, with its baggage loaded and 
assembled at a convenient distance in the 

rear. And this not on a concerted signal, 
or as a tiid, but at all times and certain.'' 
The enterprising spirit and skilfulmanceuvrcs I 
of their leader were equal to the bold counte¬ 
nance and perfect discipline of those “ match* I 
less soldiers." Where the river was full, 
Craufurd's infantry was disposed in small par- [ 
ties between Almeida and the Lower Ague* j 
da ; and his artilleiy, consisting of six guns 
and a troop of horse artillery, was stationed 
at Fort Conception; but when it was ford¬ 
able he concentrated his gallant hand, to be 
ready for any night attack that the enemy 
might make; both men and officers slept 
accoutred, ready to get under arms in an 
instant. 

The proximity of the enemy at length in¬ 
duced him to attempt the post at Barba del 
Puerco, which was occupied by four compa¬ 
nies of the 95th Rifles, under the command 
of lieut.-colonel Beckwith. On the night 
of the iOth of March, when the moon was 
just rising, the French general, Percy, with 
six hundred chosen grenadiers, issued from 
the village of San Felices, situated on the 
opposite side of the river, and imperceptibly 
crossing the bridge, drove the pickets into 
the village, but the rifles, rallying, quickly 
drove back their assailants, 

Craufurd'a cliivalroiis spirit, unable to 
brook these interruptions, and his temerity 
increasiug by the impunity with which he 
had, in his advanced position, braved the 
entire army of the enemy with his handful 
of men (3,200 British, and, 1,100 Portu¬ 
guese, eight squadrons of cavalry, con¬ 
sisting of the 14th and 16th light dra¬ 
goons, and the 1st German hussars in¬ 
cluded) advanced on the 2nd JiJy tow^ards 
Ciudad Rodrigo, displaying his troops in 
single rank on a rising ground, and sending 
a party of cavalry to the rear to raise a dust, 
he marched his infantry at a slow pace, 
within view of the besiegers, to incline them 
to think that the whole of the English ai'my 
was advancing to the relief of the town. 
What his motive w^aa for this idle and osten¬ 
tatious display, whether it was to annoy the 
enemy, or in expectation to decoy or cut off 
a portion of his troops, it is not possible to 
divine. It how ever p roduced a re€on7misa ?fce, 
and led to the skirmish at Alameda two days 
afterwards. 

The French haring assembled a strong 
body of troops at Marialva, crossed the 
Agueda, on the 4tli of July, near that 
village, and compelled Craufufd's advance ' 
^to fall back skfrmishing on Alameda, The 
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xaovement was effected in good order^ being 
covered by two troops of cavalry and twogniis. 
After this brilliant skirniisli, wdiich was 
conducted on both sides with a dashing and 
emulous spirit^ no moTeraent took place on 
either side during the following week* But 
the enemy's patroles heing in the habit of 
plundering Villa de PuercOj Barquilloj and 
other villages in front of the British posts; 
Craufurd determining to cut off their next 
marauding parties, placed^ on the night of 
the 10th, two ambuscades, consisting of nine 
squadrons of cavalry, five companies of rifle- 
men, a Portuguese cayadore battalion, and 
some horse artillery, in a wood on the hanks, 
of tlie Duo Casas, and Barquillo, and Villa de 
Puerco, contiguous to the hamlets, in the 
hope that before day^break lie should be 
able to get in tbe rear of tlie enemy, and 
’ capture tbe whole party. At day-break next 
morning, two parties of the enemy heing 
discovered, measures were instantly taken 
to cut them off* 

The force of the enemy did not exceed 
tliirty cavalry and two hundred infantry, 
but they were advantageously posted in an 
open space, just beyond a long defile; 
and to reach them it was necessary to 
thread that defile in a narrow line. The 
consequence was, that though the German 
hussars, who led, formed np in succession 
as they got through, and charged their op¬ 
ponents with great gallantry, they effected 
nothing more than* the dispersion of the 
handful of horse; for the infantry had time 

1 to form a square, and not all the efforts of 
our people could succeed in breaking it* 
The hussars rode bravely up to tho bayonets, , 
but were repulsed by a volley closely thrown 

1 in, which killed or wounded upwards of a 
dozen men. The remainder wheeled off, 
and pursuing the.Pi'cnch cavalry, made way 
* for a squadron of the 16tli* These galloped 
foiwvard, but also took to the left, and, leav¬ 
ing the infantry uninjured joined in pursuit 
of the cavalry. They were induced to do 
so, from the belief that two squadrons of 
Craufurd's cavalry, which were about Bar¬ 
quillo, were belonging to the enemy, Wlien 

I the last charge was made the French square 
was without fire, every man having dis- 
•charged his piece, and none having been 

1 able to load again; but when a third at¬ 
tempt was made, they were better prepared 
to receive it< It fell to the lot of colonel 
Talbot of the 14th to lead this attack* It 
was made with daring intrepidity; but the 
enemy remained perfectly steady, and re- 

1 serving their fire till the bridles of the 
; horses touched their bayonets, gave it with 
such effect, that Colonel Talbot, with several 
of his men, were killed on the spot. The 
rest drew off; when general Craufurd, de¬ 
spairing of success by the exertions of the 
cavalry alone, despatched an orderly to bring 
up a detacliment of the 43rd, which chanced 
to be at no great distance.^^ 

While this was doing," continues the 
marquis of Londonderry, in liis narrative, 

“ the enemy's little column began its retreat, 
which it conducted with singular steadiness 
and great order* The 16th dragoons, seeing 
this, prepared to launch another squadron 
against it; and was already in speed for the 
purpose, when colonel Areuschild of the 
hussars observing cavalry advancing both in 
front and flank, checked the movement. It 
was much to be regretted that he took that 
step, for the horse that alarmed Mm proved to 
be detachments fror#onr own people, on their 
return from pursuing the enemy's dragoons, 
the whole of whom they had captured. The 
French infantry lost no time in availing 
theniselves of the indecision of our cavalry. 
They marched on, and returned to their main 
body, without having lost a single prisoner, 
or suffered in killed or wounded." 

The siege of Ciudad Bodrigo was now 
drawing to a close. A practicable breach 
having been effected, and the enemy's 
columns ready for the assault, its brave 
governor, Hervasti, appeared on the ruins 
waving a handkerchief as a token of submis¬ 
sion. Ney refused to accept the condition, 
on account of his offer, on the 38tli of June, 
of an honourable capitulation having been 
refused; hut Massena, with the feeling of a 
real soldier, granted the garrison and its 
brave governor honourable terms, and en¬ 
tered the city on the 10th of July. When 
all hope was over, that Bodrigo could be 
relieved, Julian Sanchez, in the night of the 
22nd of June, with two hundred and forty 
of his partisans cut their way through the 
French posts, and joined the advanced 
division of the allied army. 

It had been expected, and he was strongly 
urged to do so, that lord Wellington would 
have made an effort to relieve the garrison. 
Massena employed taunts and gasconade to 
induce him to it. In his proclamations he 
accused him of breach of honour and good 
faith in allowing his ally^s fortresses to fall, 
without risking a shot to save them* Be¬ 
sides taunting him with cowardice, he told 
him that the sails were flapping, and his 
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ships waiting to carry him and liis heart¬ 
less countrymen to their island home* But 
the philosophic temperament of the English 
general was not to be diverted from his 
purpose by the ignorant and insulting gas¬ 
conade of the vapouring Frenchman, nor 
the clamour and panic of his allies. 
was not a single campaign, but a terrible 
war;^^ a series of campaigns dependent on 
vast plans, and profound combinations, that | 
the cause of Spain conld/^ as the Spanish' 
historian Torreno justly oWr>'ed, ^'"be pre¬ 
served from being struck down.^^ Besides,his 
force was vastly inferior to that of liis oppon¬ 
ent, not only in point of numbers, but in dis¬ 
cipline and experience* Even Thiers affirms, 
that Massena^s army told 79,000 or 80,000 
men^ while the Englisli general could op¬ 
pose no more than 25,000 British and 
Portuguese. 

Shortly after the ill-conducted affair of 
the 10th at Barquillo ai^ Villa de Puerco, 
the enemy^s cavalry advancing in force, 
Craufurd, having blown up fort Conception, 
fell back on Almeida, and took up a position 
on the Coa; liis right covered by some 
broken ground, his left resting on Almeida, 
within medium range of the guns of that 
fortress; his force extending a mile and a 


half obliquely towards the river; a position 
faulty and dangerous, not only as having 
the river in his rear, over which his only 
line of retreat was by a narrow bridge about 
one mile distant from his position; but 
his retreat might have been intercepted, 
and the whole of his gallant division com¬ 
pelled to lay down their arms, had the 
French known of the existence of the bridge 
of Castel Bom, about two miles distant 
from the right of his position. Neither 
was Picton, who was posted at Pinhel with 
the third division, and who was fully aware 
of the perilous predicament in wffiich Crau- 
furd was placed, without blame, in respect 
of this affair; Craufurd applied to him for 
his dd, but he, either from jealousy or pique, 
refused it. Craufurd, lest Ids ardent tem¬ 
perament might lead him to implicate his 
division into useless collision with the enemy, 
had been strictly enjoined by the com¬ 
mander-in-chief to withdraw behind the 
Coa; but suffering his judgment to be 
blinded by a love of distinction, mid a 
craving for glory, he determinod to encoun¬ 
ter the enemy in the faulty and perilous 
position he had chosen; and this led to the 
useless but brilliant combat of the Passage 
of the Coa. 


THE COMBAT OF THE PASSAGE OF THE COA. 


Before day-light, on the morning of the 
24th, the troops, drenched with rain from 
the storm of the preceding night, were under 
arms, and as the mist cleared off, the French 
army, consisting of 24,000 infantry, 4,000 
cavalry, with thirty guns, were seen in full 
march; wdiile a host of horsemen and a 
powerful artillery swept the plain, driving 
the English pickets, cavalry, and horse 
artillery before them; LoissoiPs infantry, at 
a charging pace, advanced towards the 
centre* 

The British line was immediately con¬ 
tracted, and as the plain from Villamula to 
the Coa being intangled with vineyards, 
intersected with deep branches, and sur¬ 
rounded with high walla and inclosures, 
afforded a good field for light infantry 
manoeuvres, the ground was obstinately dis¬ 
puted, until oppressed by numbers, its de¬ 
fenders relnctantly retired before the enemy. 

During those operations the cavalry and 
guns had crossed the bridge; and as it was 
necessary to hold the right to the last to 
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prevent the enemy from approaching the 
bridge, the infantry retired on the left in 
echellon; their passage over the bridge 
being protected by six companies of the 
43rd, and some rifiemen, who were posted 
on two hills, covering the line of passage. 
As the infantry passed the bridge, they 
placed themselves in loose order in the 
rear of the bridge behind rocks on the 
side of the mountain, on the summit of 
which the artillery was already planted; the 
cavalry watching the roads leading from the 
fords and the bridge of Castel Bom, The 
enemy gathered fast and thickly on the 
opposite banks. Soon the monotonous beat 
of de charge rolled sullenly; a column 

appeared, and rushing suddenly on the bridge, 
had gained two-thirds of its length, before an 
English shot had brought down an enemy; 
the depth of the ravine having decei\^ed the 
aim of the troops and the artillerymen; yet a 
few paces onwards the line of death was traced, 
and the whole of the leading section fell as 
one man. The gallant column still pressed 
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1 forward, but none could pass tliat terrible 
line; the heap of the dead and dying rose 

1 nearly even with the top of the parapet. 

1 To adopt the vivid language of the his¬ 
torian of the War in the PeninsrJa, “The 
shouts of the British now rose loudly, but 
they were confidently answered by their 
opponents; and in half an hour, a second 
column, more numerous than the first, again 
crowded the bridge. This time, however, 
the range of fire was better judged, and ere 
half the distance was won, the multitude 
was again torn, shattered, dispersed, or slain; 
only ten or twelve men succeeded iu cross¬ 
ing* and took shelter hnder the rocks at the , 
brink of the river. The skirmishing was 
then renewed, and a French surgeon com¬ 
ing down to the foot of the bridge, and 
waving his handkerchief, commenced dress¬ 
ing the wounded under the hottest fire ; nor 
was this brave and humane man’s touching 
appeal unheeded; every musket turned from 
him, although his still undaunted country¬ 
men were preparing for a third attempt.” 

The third attempt was made merely as a 
point of honour, to cover the escape of the 
few men who had passed the bridge,^ and 

had concealed themselves among the rocks. 
When this chivalrous object had been 
obtained, a shower descending, the enemy 
ceased making any further attempt, and at 
nightfall the light division retired behind 
the Pinhel river, to a position about three 
leagues from Averca. 

Never did a handful of men make a more 
heroic resistance against an overpowering 
multitude, but its loss had been consider¬ 
able, thiity-six killed, one hundred and 
ninety-nine wounded, and eighty-three miss¬ 
ing ; among whom were twenty-eight officers. 
But the loss of the enemy was thrice as 
great, amounting to above one thousand in 
killed and wounded. The slaughter on the 
bridge had been dreadful, and the line of | 
death was traceable for a considerable dis¬ 
tance beyond it. The loss iu prisoners sus¬ 
tained by the division was occasioned by 
Craufurd^s stationing some companies of the ' 
43rd in a vineyard, enclosed by a high wall, 
where, though the greater part effected their 
retreat, most of the prisoners taken in the 
action had fallen into the hands of the 
enemy. 

THE ADVANCE OF THE FRENCH AlllVn 

OF THE 1 

After tlie reduction of KodrigOj the English 
general, desirous of retaining his forward 
position as long as possible, made no move¬ 
ment until the 28th of July, when he moved 
up the PortiigTiese troops that were two or 
three marches in the rear, and withdrew be¬ 
hind the Mondego, leaving the fomih divi- 
' sion at Guard a, to obseiwe the enemy. There 
he waited the result of Massena’s disposi- 
1 tions, whether he would invest Almeida, or 
only mask that fortress. As soon as the 
French marshal had commenced his opera¬ 
tions for the siege, lord Wellington recrossed 
the Mondego, for the purpose of supporting 
the defence, and of compelling the French 
army to act in a collected state during the 
siege, and thus protract it. Every hour he 
co’^d prolong the siege was of importance, 
inasmuch as the time of the autumnal rains 
approached, and the defences of the country 
would be considerably strengthened by the 
increased difficulties of the roads, and of 
procuring prmdsions for the invading armies. 

A whole month had been spent before 
Almeida before that fortress was invested. 
The interval had been employed by the 

r INTO PORTUGAL, AND THE RETREAT 
3R1TISH. 

French in the commission of every kind of 
plunder, violation, and craelty, though Mas- 
sena had issued the following proclamation, 
dated from Rodrigo, promising the inhabi¬ 
tants "the paternal protection of the em¬ 
peror." That proclamation, which bears a 
great resemblance in style and matter to 
Napoleoii^s braggart and bombastic bulletins 
and addressee, and which the French armies, 
and those persons who are incapable of ap¬ 
preciating correct composition, but are daz¬ 
zled with the glare and glitter of language, 
admire as master-pieces of eloquence, was as 
follows ; — 

" Inhabitants of Portugal, the emperor of 
the French has put under my orders an 
army of one hundred and ten thousand men, 
to take possession of this country, and to 
expel the English, your pretended friends. 
Against you he has no enmity ; on the con¬ 
trary, it is his highest wish to promote your 
happiness, and the first step towards securing 
it is to dismiss from the country those locusts, 
who consume your property, blight your , 
harvests, and paralyze your efforts. In op¬ 
posing your emperor, you oppose your true 
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friend ; a fnend wlio has it in Ms power to 
' render you tlie happiest people in the world* 
Were it not for the insidious counsels of 
England^ yon ihiglit now have enjoyed peacCj 
and tranquillity^ and have I}een put in pos¬ 
session of that happiness* You have blindly 
rejected offers .calculated only for the pur¬ 
pose of promoting your benefit^ and have 
accepted proposals which will long be the 
curse of Portugal. His majesty tlie emperor 
has comniissioned me to conjure you that 
you would awake to your true interests; that 
you would awake to those prospects^ whichj 
with your consent^ may be quickly realized, 
Awakcj then, so as to distinguish between 
friends and enemies* The king of England 
is actuated by selfish and narrow views ; the 
emperor of the French is governed by uni¬ 
versal philanthropy* The English laave put 
arms into your hands, which you know not 
how to use: I will instruct you. They are 
to be the instruments of annihilation to your 
foes, and who those foes are I have already 
shown. Use them as you ought, and they 
will become your salvation! Use them as 
you ought not, and they will prove your 
destruction ! Kesistance is vain* Can the 
feeble army of the British general expect to 
oppose the victorious legions of the emperor? 
Already a force is collected sufficient to 
overwhelm 3 mur country. Snatch the mo¬ 
ment that virtue and generosity offer! As 
friends you may respect us, and be respected 
in return j as foe§ you must dread us, and 
in the conflict be subdued* The choice is 
your own, either to meet the horrors of a 
sanguinary war, and see your country de¬ 
solated, your rillages in flames, your cities 
plundered j or to accept an honourable and 
a happy peace, which will obtain for you 
every blessing, which by resistance you would 
resign for ever.—Tlie Marshal Prince d’Ess- 
ling, commander-in-chief of the army of 
Portugal—M assena/^ 

As many of the inhabitants on the fron¬ 
tier had relied on the faith of the promises 
and had severely atoned for their credulity, 
lord Wellington replied to the French mar¬ 
shals deceptive manifesto by a counter- 
proclamation, dated August the 4thj which 
formed a fine contrast by its temperate and 
manly tone, and its calm and dignified style 
of composition, to the vapouring and hol¬ 
low gasconade of the Frenchman. In that 
proclamation Ins lordship ordered the in- 
Irahitants of that line of country, which the 
enemy was likely to penetrate, and the 
military means at his disposal could not 
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protect, to remove their property and cattle, 
lay waste the fields, destroy the mills, and 
break down the bridges, TVie following is 
a copy of the English general's proclama¬ 
tion ■— 

The time that has elapsed during which 
the enemy has remained on the frontiers of 
Portugal, has fortunately afforded to the 
Portuguese nation experience of what they 
are to expect from the French. The people 
had remained in nine villages, trusting to 
the enemy's promises, and vainly believing 
that by treating the enemies of their country 
in a frieudly manner they should conciliate 
their forbearance, and*that their properties 
would be respected, their women would be 
saved from violation, and .that the lives of 
their wives, children, and themselves, would 
be spared. Vain hopes! The people of those 
devoted villages liave suffered every evil 
which a cruel enemy coukl inflict. Their 
property has been plundered, their houses 
and furniture burnt, their women have been 
abused, and the unfortunate inhabitants, 
whose age or sex did not tempt the brutal 
violence of the soldiers, have fallen the vic¬ 
tims of the imprudent confidence they re¬ 
posed in promises which were made only to 
be violated. The Portuguse now see that 
they have no remedy for the evils with which 
they are threatened but determined resist¬ 
ance* Resistance, and the determination to 
render the enemy's advance into their coun¬ 
try as difficult as possible, by removing out 
of his way everything that is valuable, or 
that can contribute towards bra aubsistenoe, 
or frustrate his progress, are t!ie only and 
the certain remedies for the erils with which 
they are threatened* The army under my 
command will protect as large a portion of 
the country as will be in their power; but 
it is obvious that the people can save them¬ 
selves only by resistance to the enemy, and 
their properties only by removing them. 
The duty, however, which I owe to his royal 
highness the prince regent, and to the Por¬ 
tuguese nation, will oblige me to use the 
power and autliority in my hands to force 
the weak and the indolent to make an exer¬ 
tion to protect themselves from the danger 
which awaits them, and to save their coun¬ 
try. And I hereby declare, that all magis¬ 
trates, or persons in aiithority, who remain 
in the towns or villages, after receiving 
orders from any of tlie militarj' officers to 
retire from them; and all persons of what¬ 
ever dcscriptiou, wlio hold any communica¬ 
tion with the enemy, and aid or assist them 
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DUKE OF WELLINGTON. 


[fall of ALMEIDA. 


in any manner^ will be considered traitors to 
the state, and shall be tried and punished 
accordingly,—(Signed) Wellington/' 

Early on the morning of the 26th of July, 
the enemy opened a tremendons fire on 
Almeida, and continuing the hombardmeut 
all day, the thunder of the artillery had 
scarcely died away, when soon after dark 
the ground upon which the city stood 
trembled as if an earthquake had occurred, 
and a vast column of smoke and fire rising 
into the ah', the whole town sank into a 
shapeless niiu; only six houses being left 
standing, the rampart being breached, and 
the guns hurled into the ditch. The dread¬ 
ful event had been occasioned by the ex¬ 
plosion of the powder magazine in the 
castle, a shell having fallen on a tumbril 
standing at the door of the magazine, and 
about to convey ammunition to the ram¬ 
parts, Nearly the whole of the ammuni¬ 
tion and the greater part of the artillerymen, 
and many hundreds of infantry soldiei's, and 
of the inhabitants, were killed or wounded. 
The catastrophe was increased by^ a mutiny 
of the garrison, headed by the lieutenant- 
governor, Bernardo Costa, and Jose Barei- 
ros, the commandant of the artillery, who 
for some time had carried on a secret cor¬ 
respondence with the enemy. The governor, 
colonel Cox, in vain endeavoni'ed to defend 
the ruins] and being summoned next day 
by Massena to surrender, he, for the sake 
of gaining time, sent Bareiros with counter 
propositions to the French marshal, but his 
failliiess deputy betraying his trust, by 
communicating the condition of the gar¬ 
rison, Almeida surrendered to the enemy on 
the day following the explosion. On the 
fall of the fortress, lord Wellington resumed 
his former position behind the Mondego, in 
the valley of the same name ] stationing his 
cavalry in front of Celorico, and placing posts 
af observation at Guarda and Francoso, he 
established his head-quarters at Gouvea, In 
addition to the disappointment of the sud¬ 
den and speedy fall of Almeida, the English 
commander-in-chief was now exposed to 
many other vexatious annoyances. Besides 
an active and enterprising enemy to contend 
with, he had the cabals and intrigues of 
false and perverse allies to counteract, des¬ 
ponding friends to inspirit, and the folly 
and fears of a timid and vacillating cabinet 
at home to rectify and remove* The patri¬ 
arch of Lisbon and the Souza faction in the 
regency attempted to interfere with and 
thwart his measures] they encouraged dis¬ 


obedience to his orders for the destruction 
of the walls and the laying waste of the 
country ] they promoted disaffection and 
riot in Lisbon] and had intrigued to have 
the duke of Brunswick placed at the head 
of the Portuguese ai'my. At home, by theii- 
fears and forebodings, the cabinet seemed 
to partake of tlie same character of awe and 
wonder in which all Europe had been en¬ 
tranced in their blind adrairation of Buona¬ 
parte's genius, and their stupid haliuci- 
natioa of belief in French invincibility. 
Defeat, discomfiture, flight to their ships, by 
Wellington and his gallant comrades, were 
the daily prophecies and the awful fore¬ 
bodings of the factious and disaffected part 
of the public press of England, The same 
croakings and prognostics of failure were 
reiterated by some of bis own oflficers (some 
even generals, among whom were generals 
Spencer and Charles Stuart), and their cor¬ 
respondence with their friends assumed a 
dismal hue. To the factious and intriguing 
portion of his allies, after reproving them for 
their folly and deception, the English gen¬ 
eral replied by informing them that he alone 
was responsive for the operations which he 
dh'ected, and that he woidd not change his 
plans until he saw good cause, and declared 
that if the civil power was not sufficient 
to restrain the factious and disaffected from 
imtigating the mob to the plunder and 1 
slaughter of the respectable and virtuous 1 
classes, martial law should be proclaimed]” ^ 
and that if their intrigues did not cease, 
he would advise his government to withdraw 
the British army/' To ^^the obloquy that 
had been heaped on him by the ignorant and 
flippant praters and factious alarmist dema¬ 
gogues of his own country, as well as those 
of Ms allies/' Ms reply was that “ the mag¬ 
nitude of the undertaking was too great for 
their minds to comprehend, and their nerves 
to bear/' Those spirited and well-timed 
rebukes silenced the conspirators as well as 
“ the ignorant praters.” The indiscreet and 
desponding letter-writers in his army were 
so effectually reproved in a general order, 
wMch though it carried a keen sarcasm in 
its very title, was couched in terms so digni¬ 
fied and forbearing, that the tone of de¬ 
spondency and ^^the system of croaking” 
disappeared in the camp as if by magic. 

Two months had now elapsed since the 
fall of Ilodi'igo, and yet the designs of 
the enemy remained undeveloped. Several 
feints and uncertain mancBuvres had been 
made to mask his intentions, and deceive 
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the Enj^lish general as to the line of march 
to be adopted- The enemy had bis choice 
of three roads to Coimbra^ either by 
Belinotite, Celorico, or Viseu* Having con¬ 
centrated the three corps under Jundt, Ney^ 
and Reguier, amoimting to 85,000 veteran 
troops, supported by reserves and flanking 
forces, namely 22,000 under Drouet, at Vah 
ladolidj 15,000 under Serras, in the Gela, 
and 26,000 under Bessierea, in the rear, he 
advanced in the middle of September on 
Viseu, hoping to reach Coimbra before Hill 
could effect a junction with the main body 
of the English army. It was the intention of 
Massena to throw his whole force on both 
flanks of the English army, to compel its 
general to accept battle on ground of his 
choosing. 

As soon as lord Wellington ascertained 
that the troops at Oaarda formed the ad¬ 
vanced guard of Reguier, who had moved 
forwai'd from Aleuda on the frontiers, simul¬ 
taneously with Massena^s force, he dis* 
patched orders to generals Hill and Leith, 
who had been protecting the line of the 
Tagus and the Zezere, to concentrate their 
forces on the Alva, and advance to join the 
main army. Hill—who had been in ob¬ 
servation of Regnier^s motions in Spanish 
Estremadura, as soon as he discovered his 
movement towards the Tagus, anticipating the 
mtentioii of the commander-in chief, effected 
a junction with Leith, who had, with 2,000 
British and 8,000 Portuguese, been laying 
at Thomar, ready to support Hill, or march 
northward, as circumstances might requii^e 
—Tvas already in motion. 

As the enemy advanced, the allies fell 
back before'.them in excellent order, taking 
advantage of the ground, and never retain¬ 
ing any post so long as to be pressed into 
the necessity of accepting battle. While 
Massena was collecting his forces in front 
of the allied army, the English general 
withdrew his infantry one march into the 
valley of the Mondego, leaving his cavahw 
and outposts on their stations at Celerico 
and Guarda ; when the enemy^s forces were 
concentrated at Viseu, he retired by the 
left bank of t1ie Mondego, leaving the liglit 
division and the cai^alry in advance of Mor- , 
tagoa on the Criz; and when the French 
marshaPs passage of the Criz gave a determi¬ 
nate form and character to his movements, 
and plainly indicated his intention of march¬ 
ing on Coimbra, his active and skilful op¬ 
ponent crossed from the south to north of 


the Mondego, and for the purpose of pro- ! 
tecting that city, took up his position on ' 
the Serra de Busaco, which is in front ' 
of Coimbra, and distant from it about three 
leagues. During the advance of the enemy 
over the table-land from the Criz to the 
heights opposite Busaco, Craufurd obsti¬ 
nately maintaining possession of the position 
he had taken up on the morning of the 
25th, after abandoning the strong ground 
he had held in the rear of Mortagoa, had 
nearly repeated his scene at the passage of 
the Coa, and had Ixis division hemmed in, 
as it nearly had been in that affair. The 
French cavalry were swarming round him 
on every side, and the columns of infantry 
rapidly marching w'ith the intent of cutting 
him when fortunately at the critical 
moment, lord Wellington arriving on the 
ground, took the command of the division, 
and ordering it to retire, by a succession of 
rapid and skilful manoeuvres, effected the 
retreat without any important loss* On 
the 5th of September, colonel Tranfc had 
endeavoured to capture the enemy’s military 
chest and reserve artillery, and though he 
failed iu his daring exploit, he took above 
one hundred prisoners. On the 9th of the 
same month, the English commander-in- 
chief addressed his protest to Masseoa, on 
the subject of the French marshaFs cruel 
treatment of the Portuguese ordenauza* 

The Serra de Busaco, which presented an 
advantageous position for the resistance of 
the enemy, is a ridge or range of mountains 
trending Irom the north about eight imles 
to the Mondego, where it terminates ab¬ 
ruptly with almost a perpendicular fall. Its 
ascent is steep^ and rugged; here and there 
covered with pine plantations, and in height 
about two hundred and fifty feet more ele¬ 
vated than the ground in its front. Its 
summit, to the east, is in many places Dointed 
with sharp rocks. At the highest p^oint of 
the ridge, about two miles from its northern I 
extremity, is a table-land occupied by the [ 
Carmelite convent of La Trappe, situated in ' 
a large wooded garden, and on the left of , 
that culminating point is the village St. 
Antonio de Cantara. It is intersected with i 
a few gorges and defiles, and traversed by 
the three roads to Coimbra from the Beira 
frontier. In. front of Busaco is a succession of 
heights, from the first of which it is separated 
by a wooded chasm of great depth, but so 
narrow that a twelve-pounder can range to 
the salient points over t!ie opposite ridge. 
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BATTLE 

The English general had now taken up 
liis position on the heights of Btisacoj but 
not more than half his force was in line. 
The fifth division had not yet joined; Hill 
was behind the Alva ; and the light division, 
on account of the delay occasioned in 
B^anosu^Ting to escape the consequences of 
Craufurd^s precipitancy, did not crown the 
ridge till the enemy^s columns were on the 
opposite heights; when they immediately 
opened a caimoiiade. Some smart skir¬ 
mishing occurred between the light troops of 
the hostile armies during the day (Sept. 25); 
and in the course of the night, some of the 
enemyskirmishers stealing up the wooded 
delis, endeavoured to establish themselves 
close to the pickets of the light division; 
but they were quickly driven back. 

On the evening of the 26th, the English 
line of battle was formed; 25,000 British 
soldiers, and a like number of Portuguese, 
lay on tlie backward slope of the mountain ; 
the Portuguese troops banng been brigaded 
in the proportion of one Portuguese bat¬ 
talion to two of English. The second divi¬ 
sion under Hill (who had effected a junction 
in the course of the morning, occupied the 
left of the order of battle; with the fifth 
division, under Leith on its left, and the 
Lusitanian legion in reserve. Then, at an 
interval of two miles, Picton’s division (the 
third,) prolonged the line of tlie right of the 
position. About a mile from the left of 
the tliird division, tlie first division, under 
Spencer, formed the centre of the position, 
near the convent, with Pack's brigade posted 
in advance on the descent. The light divi- 
I sion was formed on tlie left of Pack's brigade, 
nearly lialf-a-mile in front of the convent; 
wdiile higher up, and nearly under the con¬ 
vent wall, a brigade of German infautry was 
posted. The fourth di\rision, under Cole, 
held the extreme left of the position ; a con¬ 
siderable space intervening between it and 
the second division. The cavalry under sir 
I Stapleton Cotton was posted in the rear of 

• llie night precedbg the battle of Busaco was 
I of a different complesion to those which usually at¬ 
tended ford 'W'ellmgton's victories. Storms, accom¬ 
panied w'ith intense thunder, lightning, and ram 
were the usual pi’ecursors that ushered in the night 
previous to almost all his great and glorious battles 
in the Peninsula ; and the case W'as Uie same at the 
battle of Waterloo. His battles also w^ere generally 
fought on a Sunday. Those occmvences at length 
gave birth to a species of proverbial phraseolo^* in 
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OF BUSACO. 

the left of the position, on the plains in 
tlie front of Mealhada, to watch the road 
leading from Mortagao to Oporto. A regi¬ 
ment of dragoons was in reserve on the 
summit of the ground on which the convent 
stood; and the commander-in-chiefs head¬ 
quarters were in the convent. Above fifty 
pieces of aj’tilleiT were placed on the most 
salient points, and in the embrasures of the 
rocks, so as effectualh^ to range along the 
front of the ridge. Colonel le Cor, with 
Ills brigade, was on the Serra de Mmxella, 
to cover the right of the position; while 
Fane, with the 13th dragoons, and his divi¬ 
sion of Portuguese cavalry, w^as posted on 
the left bank of tlie Mondego, to repel any 
attempt the enemy's cavalry might make in 
that direction; and for the protection of the 
left (which the weakest point of the 
position), Trant had been directed to march 
his division of militia to Sardao, to secure 
that pass. 

When tlie night of the 27tli had cast its 
mantle over the scene^ of warlike prepara¬ 
tion and liostility, the fires of innumerable 
bivouacks shone on the rocky eminences of 
the ridges on both sides of the intervening 
chasm. In the English camp the veterans, 
accustomed to war and scenes of excitement, 
slept soundly on their stony beds, but the 
younger soldiers, who were now to witness a 
battle for tlie first time, were kept awake by 
the grandeur and solemnity of the scene. 

As the first streaks of dawn (two o'clock) 
were beginning to appear over the eastern 
hills, a rustling noise was heard in the 
wooded chasm which ran up to the crest of the 
ridge. The allied army was instantly under 
arms. Presently the sharp crack of a musket, 
succeeded by the lengthened hiss of a spent 
bullet, was followed by another and another, 
until every bush and tuft on the face of the 
Serra seemed instinct with life and fire. As 
the light broke, and the grey mist in which 
the mountain was enveloped cleared off, five 
divisions of the enemy, covered by a mul- 

his army. Unseasonable nights were termed ** 
iington nights,” and the plea for performing any 
worldly occupation on Sundays, was justified by 
the axiomatic expression, The better the day the 
better the deed.” But though the night preceding 
the battle of Busaco was not a Wellington night, 
the air was very cold.and piercing. Even the hardy 
veteran shrunk ’within his scanty covering. The 
young soldiers endured with less patience their bleak 
mountain couch. 
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BATTLU OF BUSACO.] 

titiide of skirmishers, were seen to emerge 
from the ravine. Two divisions under Reg- 
nier appeared iu front of Picton^s division, 
prepared to advance by tlie road crossing 
' the height of St. Antonio de Cantara, while 
three divisions, under Ney, stood in columns 
of masses in front of the Voad which leads to 
the convent, JnndPs corps was in the cen¬ 
tre, and in reserve* The distance between 
the two points on which Reguier and Ney^s 
corps were preparing to advance, was about 
three miles. 

As the clump-trees and inequalities of the 
ground over which Regnier had to move 
contributed to cover his advance, and that 
the English regiments in that part of the 
line had not completed their formation, the 
leading battalions being in the act of deploy¬ 
ing into line, his columns reached the siun- 
mit of tiie ridge, without any other opposi¬ 
tion than the occasional fire of the artillery 
planted on the flanking points. Having 
' gained that part of the crest of the ridge 
which formed the interval between Picton 
I and Leith^s divisions, and forcing back the 
^ right of Picton's division, they were prepar- 
I ing to wheel to the right, and sweep the 
battle-field, when tliey were furiously charged 
by the 88tli and a wing of the 45th, sup¬ 
ported by the 8th Portuguese regiment 
(which had suffered severely in the onset), 

! and were driven down the declivity of the 
ridge iu confused masses, with fearful slaugh- 
i ter; the whole line of their flight to the very 
bottom of the chasm being covered with the 
dead and wounded. 

The battle m this quarter was, however, 
not yet ended. The columns of the enemy 
til at had first gained the crest of the height, 
having been concealed from view by the 
haze that capped the mountain, had estab- 
I lished themselves among the crowning rocks, 

' but they were quickly driven headlong over 
I the rocks into the valley, at the point of the 
I bayonet, by the 9 th regiment, under colonel 
Cameron. Thus Regnieris attempt to turn 
I the left of the English position, and to pos¬ 
sess hiinsGlf of the road that traverses the 
Busaco chaijj from St. Antonio de Cantara, 
was completely frustrated. To be prepared 
! to meet another attack, should the enemy 
feel inclined to try his fortune, Hili advanced 
his division and closed up the line between 
LeitVs and Picton^s left and right, A t that 
moment, lord Wellington coming up, said, 
iu a tone full of calmness, and confident as¬ 
surance of success, they attempt this 
point again, HUl, you will give them a volley, 


and charge bayonets j but don't let your 
people charge them down the hill.''^ 

Ney's attack was equally unsuccessful. 
The three corps commanded by him, formed 
in columns of mass, advanced to the attack 
at the same moment as Regnier's corps did. ! 
Loisson's corps rushed straight up the face 
of the mountain, and Marchant's inclined 
leftwards, as if intending to turn the right 
flank of the left of the allied position j while 
the third, under Jundt, remained as are- 
serve in the chasm. 

Loisson's attack was led by the brigade of 
general Simon, who, thinking that Pack's 
brigade, supported by the German infantry 
posted on the elevated spot near the coa- 
vent, was the only force to be opposed (the 
43rd and 52nd, who were drawn up in line 
in a dip of the mountain, being concealed 
from view by the swell of the ground and rock 
iu their front,) advanced up the steep with 
undaunted courage, never moving or flinch- , 
ing, or in the slightest degree slackening of 
pace, though a storm of bullets from tlie ar¬ 
tillery swept through the colunin from the 
first to the last section* At the same mo¬ 
ment Craufurd, who had been anxiously 
watching the movement, ordered the 43rd 
and 53ud, as soon as he observed that the 
enemy had crowned the heights, rending 
the air with the cry of Vive Pempereur/' 
to charge, and “ the next moment a horrid 
shout startled the French column, and in 
another moment eighteen hundred bayonets, ; 
wielded ^ by a fiery mass of living valour,' 
went, at the charge step, sparkling over the 
brow of the hill, and overt lire w the hostile 
coiamn," Instantly halting, three terrible 
volleys poured in at only a few yards' dis¬ 
tance, drove the head of the hostile column j 
on its rear, and its flanks being overlapped 
at the same moment, the shattered and 
wavering mass fled in confusion down the 
steep, pursued by a few of the light infantry 
companies, and were saved from total an¬ 
nihilation l>y Ney's moving forward his re¬ 
serve to their support, and opening bis guns 
from the opposite ridge. The expression of 
a Freuch soldier who was engaged in this | 
affair, and subsequently taken prisoner,— 

“ Gu'il se laissa rouler de liaut en has I 
de la montague sans savoir, comment il 
echappa"—(That he found himself rolled 
from the top to the bottom of the mountain 
without knowing how he escaped), is a proof 
of the confusion of the derouted foe and the 
impetuous valour of their opponents. The 
hands of many of the victors were perfectly 
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ensanguined in tlie performance of this ra¬ 
ther unwarlike mode of disposing of enemies. 

At the very moment that Simonas brigade 
had been thus disposed ofj Marchant's corps 
had obtained possession of a pine-wood, 
half up the mountain; where they were 
kept iu check by Pack^s brigade, and ex¬ 
posed to the destructive flanking fire from 
Craufurd^s artillery, planted ou the salient 
point of land occupied by the light division. 
Discouraged by the insurmountable oppo¬ 
sition he met w'ith, Ney at length sullenly 
withdrew from the contest, and by two 
o'clock, the battle-roar bad ceased. | 

A tacit kind of temporary truce seemed 
now to have been agreed on between the 
combatants, and during its existence, the 
men of each army mixed together in 
amicable search for their w^ouxided. Eut 
towards evening, this harmony was disturbed 
by a company of the enemy's infantry tak¬ 
ing possession of a village, close under the 
brow of the Eusaco ridge, and within range 
of half-musket shot from the light division, 
Craufurd sent an officer to the French coni- 
mandantj requiring its evacuation, and at 
the same time reminded him, ‘'that it, 
should be his wish, as It was his duty, to 
follow his fleeing countrymen, while cir¬ 
cumstances yet permitted, and that in giv¬ 
ing him that advice, humanity alone was 
the source of his interference.” To the 
irritated Frenchman's gasconade, that ^^he 
would die in defence of his post,” Crau¬ 
furd replied by a storm of bullets from 
twelve pieces of artillery, and when the 
place was reduced to ruins, 'and half of 
its contumacious defenders slain, he sent 
down a party of the 43rd, and rifles, to 
drive the survivors from their post of fancied 
honour.^ 

'Now that the battle's roar had ceased, 
the honible traces of the fight were risible 
along the whole face of the ridge. Long 

* All the accounts eittant in prints even those 
entitled to credit, of the battle of Busaco, are very 
meagre in description and bai’ren of facts. The 
above detail of that glorious event has been draw 
up from ilie oral description of officers who were in 
different parts of the field of battle \ and it is hoped, 
that it is not only more circumstantial, but also more 
interesting and exact than those already before the 
public. To present a correct description of a battle¬ 
field is no easy part of descriptive ^»ompositi(m. It 


trails of the dying and the dead—of 
wounded men, broken arms, and bleeding 
carcases marked the fines of fliglit of each 
division. The clusters of rocks presented 
often a curious, as well as a melancholy 
sight. In many of the niches were to be 
seen dead Frenchmen, in the posture in 
whi'oh they bad fought, soiue sitting up¬ 
right, others with their heads restiug 
Dti the points of the rocks, apparently in 
tlie act of taking a deliberate aim; while 
on the other side of the bases of the 
rocks, and on the projecting crags, were 
strewed the bodies of their gallant defenders. 
Of the allies, 197 were killed, 1,014 wounded, 
and (>8 missing; among whom were 74 
officers. Of the enemy 2,000 were slain, 
about 3,000 wounded, and near 300 w^ere 
taken prisoners; among whom was one 
general slain, three w^ouuded, and one 
taken prisoner. Masseua had asked per¬ 
mission to bury his dead, but compliance 
with his request was refused. 

Tf hen Jlassena made his rccotinoissance 
of the position of the allied army, observing 
that the ridge was too extensive to be 
effectually defended by the forces under 
the command of lord Wellington, he ex¬ 
claimed, with anticipated triumph, to the 
marquis d’Alorna, general Pamplona, and 
the other renegade Portuguese hidalgos in his 
camp,—“ I cannot persuade myself that 
lord Wellington will risk the loss of his 
reputation; but if he does—I have him; to¬ 
morrow we shall comjiJete tlie conquest of 
Portugal, and in a few days more I shall 
drown the leopard.” On his part, the Eng¬ 
lish general was equally confident. When 
some of his officers expressed their disap¬ 
pointment if Massena should not attack 
him, his reply was, “ If he do I shall heat 
him.” The result proved who was the 
boaster, or to make use of a homely phrase, 
“ who calculated without his host/' 

is not, to adopt an artistical metaphor, a mere glira- 
mering of the outline, but the filling up of the 
picture that constitutes its perfection, and imparts 
to it real interest and usefulness. As a gene^l 
picture must be compounded of detached sketches, 
fio must the description of a battle he composed of 
the oliservations of individuals, taken at different 
points. The proper compounding of the particular 
views into an harmonious whole constitutes the cha¬ 
racter of the battle historian. 
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Massena had felt the effects of fiery 

mass of living valour/^ posted on tlie ridges 
' of Bnsaco, too sensibly and severely to in¬ 
cline him to repeat liis empty vaunt of 
'^driving the leopard into the sea:'^ he 
therefore prepared^ by a flank move mentj 
to avoid his adversary^ and reach Coimbra; 
and as it would be more difficult to turn 
the position of the allied army by the 
Mondego, as his opponent could pass 
the river quicker than he could, he de¬ 
termined to turn the left of the allied 
position; and this he was enabled to ac¬ 
complish, by the information extorted from 
two peasants, under the fear of death and 
torture, of the pass through the Serra de 
Caramula, a ridge rimning at an obtuse 
angle witli that of Busaco, and communi¬ 
cating with the great road between Oporto 
and Coimbra, and debouching into it near 
Sardao; and which unfortunately was un¬ 
defended, Bacellar, who commanded in 
the north, having sent Truant round by 
Oporto to occupy it, in consequence of the 
direct route by San Pedro de Sul being 
in the possession of a detachment of the 
enemy. 

To cover his design, the Erench marshal 
renewed the skirmishing on the morning of 
the 28th, and drove Craufmd from the 
village, of which he had dispossessed the 
gasconading French captain on the pre¬ 
ceding evening. In the course of the 
night, the French army quitted its position, 
and on the following day the enemy's 
columns were seen filing off over the 
Caramula mountains, along the Mortagoa 
road. Though the enemy's flank-march 
pi’cseuted the English general the oppor¬ 
tunity of assailing him, as he was distant 
hut four hours' march from either end of 
the defile, which runs from Mortagoa to 
Sard as, through which the French army 

* Coimbra is celebrated in the love legends of 
Portugal, for the sites of the Quinta das Lagrimas, 
or Garden of Tears, and the Fonte dos Am ores, or 
Eoiintain of Loves—romantic sequestered spots, not 
far from the convent of Si. Clara, and immortalised 
hy the muse of Cauioens as the residence and death 
scene of Inez de Castro, and tlie triumphs of Jove 
stron^ger than death, 

t The stores of the piincipal houses and all the 
convents were full of corn, wine, oil, fruits, and pre* 
served meats; and the crops of grain, pulse, and 
grapes on the ground were fit for gathering. And 
these would have been suflicient lor two months* 
coiisumptioTj of the French army, had they been col¬ 
lected and secured by the commissariat in magazine, 
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was passing, he resisted the temptation, 
lest any of the chances of war should niai 
or interrupt the plan and combinations of 
the grand defensive campaign he had con¬ 
ceived for the protection of Portugal, Ou 
the abandonment, therefore, by the enemy 
of his position, Hill immediately rccrossed 
the Mondego, and marched by Espinal on 
Tliomar; while the main hody^ consisting 
of the centre and left of the army, under 
lord M^ellington, defiled upon Milheada, 
the light dirision covering the movement 
until the army reached the open country 
beyond Fornos, when that duty tvas assumed 
by the cavalry. 

The allied army haring the shorter road 
to advance to Coimbra, reached Mondego 
ou the 1st of October, and crossing the 
fords near Martinho de Bispo, entered that 
city in perfect order; but the enemy pressing 
rapidly upon them, an instant retreat be¬ 
came necessary, and now a fearful scene of 
confusion ensued, in consequence of a large 
portion of the inhabitants Iiaving delayed 
to remove themselves and their property 
^"till the vicinity of the foe alarmed them 
into flight tliat looks not behind,” The 
fleeing inhabitants crowding the bridge, and 
the narrow road leading from it between 
high rocks, with all they could carry off; in 
a few minutes the defiles of Condeixa were 
so choked up by the throng of fugitives, 
that the light division ivas obliged to clear 
a road for itself, and the passage of the 
artillery, Tlie emergency of the occasion 
allowed but little to be done to alleviate the 
sufferings, or to assist the flight of those 
tvhose folly had induced them to neglect 
the opportunity of complying with the wise 
and provident injunctions of the English 
comm ander-in-chief, 

Massena, on his entrance into Coimbra,"^ 
fouud large resourcest for liis troops, who 
The wine stores that lay in the line of retreat were 
destroyed as far as possible by the allied army. In ^ 
the districts of Villa Franca, Azambuja and Caitaxo, ^ 
upwards of 40,000 olmudes were destroyed. The i 
fatigue parties in some instances waded breast high 
in tae sunken adegas (wine stores) in destroying the 
wme, either drawing out the taps or beating in the 
heads of the tuns for the purpose, frequent im¬ 
mersion in the crust of the red wine their bodies and 
limbs liad assumed a fine rich niahc^any tmt. In 
some places the wdr.e was allowed to now in torrents 
down the streets; and t he same was the case with the 
English rum at Condeixa, to prevent it falling into 
the hands of the enemy. 
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just at tliat critical moment had exhausted 
the fourteen days^ provisions they had car¬ 
ried with tliem from Busaeo. These re¬ 
sources, from the information of traitorous 
Portuguese, he expected, and really found. 
This fortunate occurrence for the enemy was 
occasioned partly by the faction of^ the Pa¬ 
triarch and Souza* having prohibited the 
inhabitants of the country behind the Mon- 
dego from abandoning their dwellings and 
removing their property, and partly from 
the feeling inherent in human nature, winch 
induces men to cling to their homes, and 
not to destroy the work of their own hands. 
Havingestabfished his hospital at SantaClara, 
and leaving behind him five thousand sick 
and wounded of his army, on the fourth day 
after his entraucc into that city, the French 
marshal resumed his march through the 
defiles leading into Condeixa and PombaL 

Scarcely had Massena left Coimbra, when 
his neglect of having omitted to form a base 
of operations in his rear, presented colonel 
Traiit the opportunity of performing one of 
the most brUliaut partisan exploits that oc¬ 
curred during the Peninsular war. That 
active and enterprising officer determined to 
capture the French hospital and stores at 
Coimbra by surprise. To accomplish this 
purpose, he suddenly galloped his cavalry 
into the town, and, the infantry rapidly fol¬ 
lowing, captured the whole of the hospitals 
and a company of the marines of the im¬ 
perial guard, and immediately marched 
them oft' for Oporto, under a strong escort, 
to protect them from the Portuguese pea¬ 
santry, whose rancorous hatred of the enemy 
was now excited to the highest pitch by his 
recent atrocities and licentiousness. 

While tile allied army was advancing on 
Leiria, the French army appeared in sight. 
Massena immediately formed his force into 
tliree columns, and endeavoured to over¬ 
whelm the British with his centre, wlule he 

* The six guns taken at Alcoentre h id been 
covered. The circuaistances attending that affair 
were:—Just m the cavalry, under sir Stapleton 
Cotton, had reached Akoentre, and were bivouacked 
on the plain during a tremendous thunder-storm, 
the third regimcDt of the enemy’s hussars driving 
the English pickets into the town, obtained pos¬ 
session of six guns j but their triumph was but short¬ 
lived i for being charged by the 10th Bngiish hus¬ 
sars, the guns were recaptured, and the enemy put 
to flight* 

t The lines of Torres Vedras derive their name 
from the little town of Torres Yedras (the Torres 
Veteres, or tlie Old Towers of the Eomans),are situ¬ 
ated on the Oporto road from Lisbon, about twenty- 
five miles distant from the capital, and 

turned their flanks with the others, but lie 
was quickly repulsed by a portion of the ar¬ 
tillery and cavalry of the uUies, though the 
enemy engaged was nearly four times as 
many as that of their adversary, 

From Leiria the allied army retreated iu 
three columns. Hill's division, forming the 
right, marched by Thotnar and Santarem, 
the left by Alcobaca and Obidos, and the 
centre took its route by Batalla and Bio 
Mayor* The enemy followed in a single 
column by the last-mentioned town. 

The allies were now—after having per¬ 
formed a retreat of above two hundred miles, 
during which no alarm, no confusion, no 
precipitance, had occurred on tlie march, 
and without the loss of a single gun,* am- 
miinitioii waggon, or baggage animal, and a 
greater number of prisoners having been 
taken in the skirmishing affairs at Coimbra, 
Pombal, Alcoentre, and Quinta los Torres, 
from the pursuers, than had been lost by the , 
pursued, ^^an occuiTeiice in the history of 
retreats without a parallcF^—preparing to 
enter the Lixes of Torres VEDRAsf a 
mid able barrier, consisting of a line of field 
fortification extending over a mountain- 
chain for above fifty miles, and which, as 
has already been said, exhibited the gigantic 
application of the principles of field fortifica¬ 
tion to a defensive position presented by i 
nature, that no age of the world has as yet 
witnessed. They were constructed by lieu- J 
tenant-colonel Fletcher and captains Jones ^ 
and Chapman, under the direction of lord 
Wellington, and above 7,000 Portuguese 
labourers, besides English engineers, were 
d ai ] y e ni p loy ed in their co n struct i on . N either 
the English army nor ministry was aware of 
their existence until they were ready for 
occupation, and Massena was in equal ig¬ 
norance until he was distant not five marches 
from their site. Lord Wellington had de¬ 
termined to undertake their construction 

eight from the sea coast. They form the gorge or 
neck of the peninsula at the extremity of which the 
city of Lisbon stands. The importance of ihis posi¬ 
tion having been observed by sir Charles Stuart in 
an early period of the French revolutionar}- war, he 
caused plans to be drawn of the ground. The duke 
of Wellington^ in his campaign against Jundt, bad 
observed them, and was convinced that they pre¬ 
sented the vantage ground for the defence of Portu¬ 
gal, should the French attempt its reconquest 
“ Portugal,” he said in the house of commons, “ could 
be defended, but not on the frontier; the defence 
must be on the strong ground about Lisbon.” 
And that consideration, he added, was in his mind 
at the lime that the convention of Cintra was 
signed. i 
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from the time of the battle of Talavera. The 
value of Spanish co-operation having then 
been fully demonstrated by the utter ineffi¬ 
ciency of their armies, from want of or¬ 
ganization and discipline, and the unslcilful- 
ness and imbecility of their officers. The 


discontented and “the croakers” in the 
English army had now an opportunity of 
witnessing the sagacity and foresight of their 
chief, and the possibility, if not moral cer¬ 
tainty, of his being able to reduce his wise 
and comprehensive plans to a successful issue. 


THE OCCUPATION OF THE LINES OF TORRES VEDRAS. 


On the 8th of October, the allied array 
entered 'Hlie lines by divisions, conducted 
to the positions they were intended to oc- 
onpy by officers appointed for the purpose* 
But the light division had not yet arrived* 
Cranfurd having delayed his march from 
Alemquer till the middle of the day of the 
10th, and being nearly surprised by the 
enemy, injudiciously ordered the division to 
break, and re-form on the other side of tlxe 
archway of the town-gate, out of gun range, 
—a movement which occasioned so much 
disorder, that in the dark, the division 
mistook its route, and was obliged to make a 
flank march of several miles sdong the foot 
of ^^the lines/^ to gain their position of 
Aruda, an occurrence wliich occasioned the 
weakest part of the lines to be left open for 
several miles to the euemy^s irruption in 
the meantime. 

The formidable position in which the 
allied army was now stationed to resist the 
power of the enemy, was a peninsula, an 
area containing about twelve hundred square 
miles, traversed by two lofty mountainous 
chains, stretcliing from the Tagus, in a semi¬ 
circular direction to the ocean, vailing in 
altitude and abruptness, and running in a 
parallel direction, at a distance from six to 
nine miles, and from Lisbon at the respec¬ 
tive distances of twenty and thirty miles 
from the nearest points of their respective 
arches. Through the passes in these 
mountains, the five great roads (namely, 
two at Torres Vedras, two at Sobral, and 
one at Alhandra; but two of these roads 
uniting at Cubc^a, the number that pierced 
the second line was hut four, and these 
passed Quintiila, Bucelias, Jlontechiqne, 
and Mafra, that communicate between Lis¬ 
bon and the interior of the country. The 
mountainous nature of the country renders 
lateral communication between these roads 
extremely difficult. 

Upon these heights were "the lines” 
constructed, which consisted of three ranges 
of defence, one within the other, for the 
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purpose of cutting off the advance of a 
hostile force on the capital. All the ad¬ 
vantages of site, rock, water, mgged steep, 
and precipice, which the position presented, 
were increased by art and science, so as to 
render them unassailable. Triple chains of 
redoubts and field-works were constructed, 
to block up or cover every road or pass 
leading to Lisbon; rivers were obstructed 
in tlieir course, so as to flood the valleys, 
and render the country swampy and im¬ 
passable; mountains were scooped perpen¬ 
dicularly, to the height of fifteen or twenty 
feet; abattis of the most formidable de- 
scriptioB, either closing the entrance to 
ravines, impeding tlie approach to the 
works, or blockiug up roads, conduced to 
increase the natural difficulties of the po¬ 
sition, and render it unassailable. Across 
the great valley of Aruda, the weakest point 
of the position, a double line of abattis was 
drawn, composed of fulhgrown oaks and 
chesnut trees, which had been dug up with 
all their roots and branches on them, and 
reset in a cross position; and across tlie 
ravine on the left ot Aruda, a loose stone 
wall, six feet thick, and sixteen hi^fii, was 
erected. From the chains of redoubts and 
other batteries (in number 150,) 600 pieces 
of artillepr swept all approaches, and with a 
concentric fire, commanded or enfiladed 
eveiy practicable point. The right of the lines 
was flanked by the Tagus and a division of 
gun boats stationed on its waters, at Villa 
Vella; its left by the Atlantic, The bridges 
were mined and prepared for explosicm; 
and telegraphs were erected on the Socorro 
rock, and at Alhandra, Monte Agrapa, 
Torres Vedras, &C*, so as to preserve an 
instant coinniunication between the centime 
of the position and eveiy part of the hnes. 
A paved road was parallel to the foot of 
the hills through Torres Vedras, lluna, 
Sobral, and Aruda, to Alhandra, for the 
purpose of expediting the necessary move¬ 
ments of the troops. 

The first line of defence, or advanced 
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position, ^iicb consisted of thirty redoubts 
placed on a ridge of heights, on which were 
mounted 140 guns, following the infiection 
of the hills, extended twentj*nine miles; 
and its right rested on Alhandra, on the 
Tagus, and its left on the raouth of the 
Zizandre, on the sea-coast* When first 
constructed, this line was not intended for 
permanent occupation, but merely as an 
advanced post to protect the array, white 
taking up its position in the second line. 
But Massena^s inactivity on the frontier had 
afforded so much opportunity of increasing 
its strength, that it afforded time for con¬ 
certing it into a sufficient outwork, upon 
which the first fury of the enemy might 
burst and expend itself. Tlie right of the 
second line, which was twenty-four miles 
in length, and about eight miles in rear of 
the front line, rested on Quintilia, on 
the Tagus, and its left on Ericeira, at the 
mouth of San Lorenzo. It was in this 
position that the grand stand was to be 
made. The third line extended from Passo 
D’Arcos on the Tagus, to the tower of 
Jnnquera on the coast. An intrenched 
camp was also formed near Fort St. Julien, 
and occupied by a corps of English inajines, 
so as to cover the moYements of an em¬ 
barkation, shonld such an operation be 
necessary, and he delayed by bad weather; 
and that fort was so armed and strengthened, 
as to enable a rear-guard to resist an army. 
Such was the position which British genius 
had devised, and on whieli British valour and 
patriotism were to foil and render nugatory 
all the devices and power of ^^the common 
enemy of mankind,^^ to si^bjugate the whole 
of the Imraan race, and make them tlie 
sport and gratification of Ins restless and 
insatiable ambition: here were to be sta¬ 
tioned those slandered, but really dreaded 
soldiers, who, in the foolish, insolent, 
and vapouring language of his minion, 
Lac^pede, the president of his obsequious 
senate, “ were to funiish feeble glories to 
our (i.e., the French) arms, and disgrace 
to themselves.” The sequel proved the 
prophetic spirit of the inflated and vapour¬ 
ing Freucliraan. 

In the occupation and defence of this 
vast fortress and spacious camp (for to both 
purposes it was converted,) nearly 100,000 
men, 55,000 of whom were regular troops, 
about half being Portuguese,* and 5,000 


Spaniards, under the marquis Romana, were 
concentrated. The irregular troops con¬ 
sisted of the militia, the ordenanzas, and 
the civic guard. The last mentioned species 
of force, with the native artillery, and the 
least disciplined of the native regular troops, 
garrisoned the forts and redoubts, and oc¬ 
cupied the intrenchments on the second 
line. The British troops, with the elite of 
the Portuguese regular force, were held 
ready to meet the attack, or assail the 
enemy, should a favourable opportunity 
present itself; and they were so judiciously 
posted, and the communications so ready of 
access between the respective positions, that 
the enemy could not assemble a force suffi¬ 
cient to bear on one part of ^^the lines/^ 
with any probability of success, before the 
English chief could make a correspondent 
movement of concentration to meet the 
attack. 

The British force was posted where the 
peculiar talent of the leaders would be most 
likely to correspond with the peculiarity of 
the respective positions. 

Hill, on whose calm courage the firmest 
reliance might be placed, was posted, with 
the second division, on tlie extreme right of 
the advanced Hue, which was the most re¬ 
mote from head-quarters, and the most ex¬ 
posed to the enemy; tlie ground entrusted 
to his defence extending from Alhandra to 
the head of the valley of Calandria. Crau- 
furd, with the light division, continued tlie 
line on Hill’s left, and, on account of the 
fiery courage of the leader, and the ardent 
spirit of his troops, the weakest part of 
the line, namely, from the head of the 
vale of Calandria to the Pe de Monte, 
was entrusted to tlieir defence. Spencer, 
witli the first division, garrisoned the heights 
over Zebreira. Picton, with the third divi¬ 
sion, occupied Torres Vedras, and watched 
the line of the Zizandre. Coleys divsion 
(the fourth), continued the line along the 
mountaiiPs brow; and Campbell formed 
the extreme left. Pack^s Portuguese bri¬ 
gade was posted on Monte Agra^a, above 
Sobral; and the fifth division, under Leith, 
was posted in reserve on tjie reverse slope; 
Romana^s force took post at Enaxara dos 
Cavalleros. The cavalry were cantoned 
along the second line, and among the vil¬ 
lages to the left. The English marines oc¬ 
cupied the third line. The head-quarters of 


• On account of the neglect of the Regency to the last nine months; two-thirds of the militia had 
provision and pay their countrymen, above 10,000 of . abandoned their colours; and the ordenanza dis- 
Uie Portuguese regular troops had deserted within | banded themselves by whole companies. 
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lord Wellington were at Pero Negro^ under 
tlie Socorro Rock, 

The cavalry and advanced^guard of the 
Prench army came in sight of tlie lines^^ 
on the afternoon of the lOth^ and dislodged , 
general Spencer from Sobralj who fell baek 
on the great redoubt of the same name, 
about a mile in the rear- Massena, who had 
no knowledge of the existence of so for¬ 
midable a defence until within four or five 
' marches of its site, occupied several days in 
examining the nature of ,the position. The 
valleys of Callandria and Ariida at first 
seemed to him to offer an assailable point, 
and he made several attempts, by throwing 
out his skirmishers, to discover their mode 
of defence, and the number of the defend¬ 
ers, On the 14th, while engaged in tlie 
reconnoissance, a strong detachment of in¬ 
fantry, supported by ailillery, attacked a 
party of the 71st in a breast-w^ork thrown up 
near Sobral, but they were quickly driven 
back at the point of the bayonet, on a field- 
vrork of their own* The loss of the English, 
wdio at sunset took a more retired line of 
works, was about 150 men; that of the 
enemy nearly double that number. 

The French general, after a careful re- 
connoiasance, being convinced that the po- 
I sition was unassailable, that it could neither 
be turned nor carried,* determined to block¬ 
ade the allied army in their stronghold, 
hoping that the many thousands of inhabi¬ 
tants of the neighbouring country for miles 
around, that had poured into the capital, 

I w^ould occasion embarrassment to the Eng¬ 
lish coramandcr-in-chief. He therefore dis¬ 
posed his troops between Villa Franca and 
' Sobral, so as to menace all the weak points 
in his front, the second corps holding the 
heights opposite Alhandra, and its right 
extending to Arnda, The peculiarity of the 
position (namely, the pass of Run a, being 
commanded by the heavy redoubts on Monte 
Agrafa), compelled him to dispose his forces 
on one side or other of the Baraqneda—the 
spur of the Monte Junta which was nearly 
opposite the centre of the first line, and 
which divided the country between tlie Ta¬ 
gus and the sea into nearly two equal parts— 
and which, therefore, afforded the facility to 
the besieged to fall on the front and rear of 

• No one who was aeqaamted with the nature of 
“ the lines ” can agree with the marquis of London¬ 
derry, that had the French general assailed them 
before the English generals of division had learned 
Uieir grammars of defence,*^ he W'ould have forced 
them, and been enabled to inarch to Lisbon. I he 
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any force the enemy might detach to the 
other side. i 

Massena's situation was very critical. The 1 
country had to a considerable extent been 
laid waste and devastated on liis line of 
march, and the militia of the north, the * 
ordenanaias, and the partisan corps under , 
Trant, Fenwick, Wilson, Carlos d^Espaha, 
&c., were hanging on his rear from Abran- I 
tes to Peniche, He was not, however, to 
be scared or discouraged by difficulties. He 
therefore caused a wide extent of country 
to he ravaged by his foragers. From this 
source, and t!ie culpable negligence of the 
regency in enforcing the orders for the de¬ 
vastating of the country, he found abundance 
of stores and provisions in tlie country lying 
between the Mondego, the Tagus, and the 
lines. Corn and cattle abounded on both 
banks of the Tagus, and on the numerous 
islands and alluvial lands in that river in 
the neighbourhood of Santarem. With these 
resourcear he formed depots and magazines 
at Santarem, Barquioa, and other places. 
And, for the purpose of cutting off all com¬ 
munication between Lisbon ami the neigh¬ 
bouring districts, and operating on the flank 
of the lines, be seized forty boats which had 
been collected near Santarem, and left to 
his mercy by the criminal supineness of the 
government and the local authorities. 

Nor were these untoward circumstances, 
and the criminal uegHgence of the regency, 
the whole of the difficulties with which the 
English general had to contend. So in¬ 
veterate and systematic were the intrigues 
and machinations of the faction of the Pa¬ 
triarch and Souza, that besides taking every 
opportunity to endeavour to thwart and mar 
the plans of tlieir able and magnaniraous 
ally for the salvation of their country, they 
exerted all the influence they possessed over 
an ignorant and bigoted community, to 
bring him and his measures into disrepute. 
In the bitterness of his resentment for their 
perverse and culpable conduct, he exclaimed, 

** It is heartbreaking to contemplate the 
chance of failure from such obstinacy and 
folly.” Even in his defensive attitude, ^Hhe 
follies and intrigues of the Portuguese gov¬ 
ernment,” says the author of the War in i 
the Peninsula, " were a more dire enemy to ^ 

mfirqms*s precise words are, That he shall ever be 
of opioioa, that by a well-constructed assault, Mas- 
sens might have effected his purpose of penetrating 
the lines and marching on Lisbon.^^ The marquU 
seems not to have had his grammar by heart. 
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the Enj^lish general than the whole Erenelx 
ai'tny was.'* 

' And he was not only annoyed and ha- 
' rassed by the perverse and vexatious pro- 
' ceedings of his allies, but the ignorant and 
i| j disaffected part of the London press exerted 
all its influence to render him unpopular in 
. England. They daily predicted that/'with 
famine in its rear, and an overwhelming 
I enemy in its front, the army must take to 
' its shipping"— "that it was Wellington, and 
! I not Massena, who was in danger of famine" 

' ' —*^that the Erench general could remain 
in his position as long as he pleased, and 
, would drive into the lines the population of 
I tlie surrounding country, and thus compel 
the English general to take to hb shipping, 

! or surrender/* The scribe of the MoTniug 
\ Chronicle^ in the superabundance of his 
I military knowledge^ and the excess of his 
genuine patriotism, in his critical strictures 
! I on lord Wellington's selection of his po- 
' I sitioii, condemned " his erroneous judgm^ent" 

; I in its selection; which the aforesaid critical 
' and patriotic worthy pronounced to be " a 
i violation of the most essential principles 
i of militaTy positions I" The ministry even 
participated in the alarm, and intimated a 
I wish that the army should return. ^ 

Beset on eveiy side with difficulties, 

, thwarted by pen^erse allies, and discouraged 
I by lukewarm friends, the English general 
''rose as a giant," and, disregarding the 
follies of the one, and the fears of the other, 
adopted the heroic resolution of persevering 
in those measures which had hitherto baffled 
I , the designs of the enemy* Iii reply to the 
I English minister's expression of his fears ^ 
to the result of "the fearful struggle" in 
I which the British army was engaged, lie 
i addressed the celebrated dispatch, dated the 
I 8rd of Novemher, from Pero Negro, in which 
; he took an historical review of the circum¬ 
stances, military and political, which had 
induced him to undertake the defence of 
Portugal, and which, for its spirit of sa¬ 
gacity, and the subsequent extraordinary 
! fulfilment of all his predictions respecting 
the result of the campaign, would, “ were all 
other records of his genius lost, alone suffice 
' ; to vindicate his great reputation, [his fore¬ 
sight and sagacity] to posterity/* This 
* dispatch was as follows:— 

: '' To THE EaUL OF LiVTIHPOOL. 

I " Pero Negro, 3rd Nov. 1810. 

I "Sly lord,—I wish if was in my power to 

I give your lordship an opinion of the pro- 
I VOL. I* 2 


bable course of the enemy's operations, 
founded on the existing state of affairs here, 
considered in a military point of view; but 
from what I am about to state to your lord- 
ship, you will obser\^e it is impossible to 
form such an opinion. 

'' The expedition into Portugal was, in my 
opinion, founded originally on pohticid and 
financial, rather than military considerations. 
It is true, that with a view to the conquest 
of Spain, there were advantages purely mili¬ 
tary to bo derived from the removal of the 
British army from Portugal; but I think I 
could show that it was not essentially neces¬ 
sary to effect that object, particularly after 
the door into Castile had been closed on us, 
by the capture of Ciudad llodiigo and 
Almeida. 

" The political object, therefore, in re¬ 
moving us from Portugal, which was the 
effect that our evacuation of the Peiiiiisulu 
would have had on the inhabitants of Spain 
in general, and on those of Cadiz in par- 
ticidar, and the financial object, which was 
the possession and plunder of Lisbon and 
Oporto, were the principal motives for the 
perseverance of the expedition into Portugal. 
I believe the latter to have been more pres¬ 
sing even than the former. 

" It is impossible to describe to your lord- 
ship the pecuniary and other distresses of 
the French armies in the Peninsula. All 
the troops are months in arrears of pay; 
they are in general very badly clothed, their 
armies want horses, carriages, and equip¬ 
ments of every description; their troops 
subsist wholly on plunder, whether acquired 
individually or more regularly by the way of 
requisition and coutribntiou; they receive 
no money, or scarcely any from France; 
and tliey* realize but Uttle from their pecu¬ 
niary contributions in Spain, Indeed, I 
have lately discovered that the expense of 
the pay and the hospitals alone of the 
French army in the Peninsula, amounts to 
more than the sum stated in the financial 
esopQS^ as the whole expense of the entire 
French array, 

" This state of things has very much 
weakened, and in some instances destroyed, 
the discipline of the army; and all the 
intercepted letters advert to ^cts of mal¬ 
versation and corruption, and misapplication 
of stores, &c,, by all the persons attached to 
the army. 

" I have no doubt, therefore, that the 
desire to relieve this state of distress, and to 
remove the consequent evils occasioned by 
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itj by tlxe plunder of Lisbon and Oporto^ was 
the first motive for tlie expedition into Per- 
tugaL 

The expedition not having been founded 
on any military neeeasityj has been earned 
on and persevered in against every military 
principle. We know that Massena could 
expect no immediate reinforcements; and 
without adverting to the various errors, 
which I believe he would acknowledge he 
had committed in the course of this service, 
he has persevered in it, after he found that 
lie was unable to htee the troops opposed to 
him, when posted in a strong position, and 
I when he knew that they had one still 
I stronger in their rear, to which they were 
about to retire; and that they were likely 
to be reinforced, while his army would be 
still further weakened by sickness, and by 
the privations to which he knew they must 
be liable on their inarch. He knew that the 
whole country was against him ; that a con¬ 
siderable corps was formed upon the Douro, 
which would immediately operate in his 
rear; that at the time of the battle of 
Basa^o he had no longer any communica¬ 
tion with Spain; and that every step he took 
further in. advance, was a step towards 
additional difficulty and inconvenience, from 
which the retreat would be almost impossible. 
If the expedition into Portugal had been 
founded on military principle only, it would 
would have ended at Busaco; and I do not 
hesitate to acknowledge, that I expected 
that Massena would rethe from it, or at all 
events would not advance beyond the Mon- 
dego. But he has continued to advance, 
contrary to every military principle, and I 
therefore conclude that the pressure of 
financial distresses, which was the original 
' motive for the expedition, was that for per- 
' severing in it, and may operate on the 
' measures of the present moment, 

^ “ In tliis view of the case, it is probable 

that Massena may endeavour to maintain 
his position, as long as he can keep alive 
any sufficient proportion of his troops, !}eing 
certain that the same difficulties that in- 
1 duced the emperor to undertake the expe¬ 
dition without any military necessity, would 
! induce him to miie every efibrt to reinforce 
I him at the* earliest possible period of time, 
and therefore that he wlU remain some time 
I longer where he is, 

j " Your lordship is already acquainted 
with the means of reinforcing him. There 
is no doubt, by raisSing the siege of Cadiz, 
! and abandoning other attainable objects, 
! 170 


La.b, 1810 , 

Massena may be reinforced to a very con¬ 
siderable extent. 

Under these circumstances, I have fre¬ 
quently turned over in my mind the expe¬ 
diency of attacking the French army now 
in luy front, before it should be joined by 
its reinforcements; and, on the whole, I am 
inclined to be of opinion that I ouglit not 
to do so, 

inclose your lordship an account of 
the number of battalions, squadrons, &c*, ' 
which entered Portugal with Massena, and 
I cannot believe that they composed an 
aimy of less than 70,000 men at the battle 
of Busaco. I calculate their loss, including 
sick, since that time, at 15,000 men, which 
would leave them with 55,000 men, of 
which 6,000 or 7,000 ai-e cavalry, at the 
present moment, 

*^The efieettve strength of the British 
army, according to the last returns, was 
39,000 infantry, cavalry, and artillery, and 
one regiment at Lisbon, and one at Torres 
Vedras, which, in the view of the contest, 
ought not to be taken into the account; and 
I inclose a statement of the Portuguese 
force, according to the last returns. 

Besides this force, the marquess de la 
Romana^s corps consists of about 5,000 
men, making a total of 58,615, of which I 
could command the services, in ease I should 
act offensively against the enemy, of which 
about —-w^oukl be cavalry. 

Besides these troops, there are different 
bodies of militia, infantry, and artillery, in 
our positions; but I sliould deceive myself 
if I could expect, and your lordship, if I 
should state, tliat any advantage w^ould he 
derived from their assiatauce in offensive 
operations against the enemy. 

AHliougli the enemy^s position is not 
so strong as that we occupy, there is no 
doubt hut that it has its advantages; one 
of which is, that in attacking it, we could 
hardly use our artillery, I would also 
observe, that in every operation of tliia 
description, by the British army in Portu¬ 
gal, no attempt can be made to manceuvre 
oil the enemyflank or rear; first, be¬ 
cause the enemy show, that they arc in¬ 
different about their flanks, or their rear, 
or their communications; and secondly, 
because the inevitable consequence of at¬ 
tempting such a manoeuvre, would be to open 
some one or other road to Lisbon, and to 
our shipping, of wdiich the enemy would take • 
immediate advantage to attain his object. 

* Blank In the originaL 
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1 must carry their positions, tliere- 

fore, by mere force, and consequently, with 
lossj and, in the course of the operations, 

I must draw the army out of their canton¬ 
ments* I must expose the troops and liorses 
to the inclemencies of the weather at this 
season of the year, and must look to all the 
j consequences of that measure, in increased 
sickness of the men, and in loss of eflSciency 
' and condition of the horses, 

“ I observe that, notwithatanding the 
length of time that has elapsed since the 
greatest and most efficient part of the 
French army has been employed against 
us; there is as yet no other military body 
in the Peninsula, wdiich is capable of taking, 
much less of keeping, the field; and the 
relief of Cadiz, which appears to me to be 
the probable consequence of the state of 
affairs here, would not give us the assistance 
: of an army from that quarter, either in the 
way of co-operation or diversion; nor would 
the removal of Sebastian! from Granada, 
which would be the consequence of the 
relief of Cadiz, enable Blake to make any 
progress beyond the Sierra Morena towards 
Madrid* M"e should still stand alone in the 
Peninsula as an army; and if I should sue- 
' ceed in forcing IMassena^s positions, it would 

1 become a question whether I should be 
able to maintain tny own, in case the 
enemy should inarch another army into 
this country. But when I observe how 
small the superiority of mimbers is in my 
favour, and know that the position will be 
in favour of the enemvj I cannot but be of 
opinion, that I act in conformity with the 
instructions and intentions of his majesty-^a 
government, in waiting for the result of 
what is going on, and in meurring no extra- 
' ordinary risk. 

“ Every day^s delay, at this season of the 
year, narrows our line of defence, and con¬ 
sequently strengthens it; and when the 
^ winter shall have set in, no number, how¬ 
ever formidable, can venture to attack it; 
and the increase of the enemy^s numbers at 
that period will only add to their distress, 

* The English general had drawn hb information 
of the condition of the enemy from the French private 
and ofHcial letters, and the Parisian journals which 
had been intercepted. 

f Tills was not the only instance in the course of 
the w'ar, in which the English army contributed a 
portion of its pittance of pay, and even a share of its 
mtions to alleviate the distress ■which the people of 
Sp^ and Portugal auflered from the rapine and 
Violence of the French soldiery. At Fuentes d^Onor, 
the English army raised £S,000 to relieve the in¬ 
habitants from the miseries they were suffering in 

and increase the difficulties of tbeir re- 
treat.^' 

" I have thought it proper to make your 
lordship acquainted with the cause of my 
reflections on this subject, and my present 
determination, which I hope will be con¬ 
sistent with the wishes of his majesty’s 
government. Circumstances may change: 
the enemy^s distresses for pro\d3ions, and 
the operations of oiir detachments in his 
rear, may induce him to detach to such a 
degree, as to render a general attack on , 
him a measure of positive advantage, in 
which case I shall alter my determination. 
But adverting to the necessity of placing the 
troops in the field in this season if I should 
make any attack, the advantage must he 
very obvious before 1 adopt a measure which 
must be attended by the consequences of 
losing the services of my men by sickness. 

"I have the honour to be, &c* 

“ Wellington.” 

Not was he indifferent to the sufferings 
of that portion of the Portuguese population 
which, to escape the deadly \nsitations of the 
enemy, had taken refuge within the lines. 
As far as circumstances would possibly per¬ 
mit to mitigate the evils of war, he availed 
Iriraself of all feasible measures. He caused 
Peniche, Setuval, and Palmela, to be forti¬ 
fied as places of refuge for those who wished 
to emigrate, should the enemy’s invasion be 
successful. To support the starving popu¬ 
lation of Lisbon, he collected corn and other 
provisions from Spain and the coast of Bar- j 
bary ; and, in a letter addressed to the earl 
of Livei-poob he recommended the unfortu¬ 
nate portion of the Portuguese population 
to the consideration of the benevolent dispo¬ 
sition of the British public, “ I propose,” 
said be, to have a subscription for the pur¬ 
pose in the British, army, -and I have no 
doubt but that every soldier in the army 
will contribute/’f 

While the Prencli, notwithstanding all 
their rapine, and ingenious derices to obtain 
subsistence, were suffering from want and pri- 

consequence of the imariea sustained during the 
contest bet^reen the French and Eng^h armies 
when in occupation of that place. The like humiui- 
ity had been eriiibited by the British^soldiery in sir 
John Moore’s retreat. The instances in that retreat 
were not unheqnent in which the famished soldiers 
shared with the wretched inhabitants their own 
scanty pittances doled out to them on the march; 
proving that liberal and generous feelings are ^ much 
the characteristics of the British soldier as indomi¬ 
table courage and unsuhduable spirit, — Vide Lord 
Wellington’s letter, at page 176 —posL 
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vation, all was comfort and even gaiety within 
“ the lilies.” Provisions of every kind were 
abundant. Field sports and amnsemencs 
went ou among the officers of every rank in 
the intervals of relaxation from military 
duties. The men, too, had their pastimes 
and recreations* Never were the toils of 
war more harmoniously blended with the 
pleasures and amusements of peaceable life. 
Little f^tes and galas occurred from time to 
time* At Mafra, on the 7th of September, 
the commander-in-chief gave a grand dinner 
and ball for the purpose of formally in¬ 
vesting Marshal Beresford with the order 
of the Bath. On the same occasion wore 
distributed medals to tliose who had dis¬ 
tinguished themselves at the battle of Bu- 
saco^ as also the ten ensign-commissions 
which the government Iiad sent out for 
deserving non-commissioned officers, in con¬ 
sequence of lord Wellington's letter of re¬ 
monstrance on the subject. In his instruc¬ 
tions for the preparation of the festivities 
on that occasion, and providing fit acconx- 
modation for bis female guests, lady Emily 
Berkeley and her claugfiters, the com- 
maiider-in-chief gave expression to his usual 
good-natured tone of humour. Sliding in 
a half apology for the indifferent appearance 
which the wear and tear of warJ'are had 
occasioned in the wardrobes of his officers, 
he observed, we shall all appear in our best 
attire, bat I fear that with many of us bad 
will be the best/^ Seldom has an army 
occupying ground in the face of its enemy, 
enjoyed so many hours of relaxation, or con¬ 
tinued to unite so completely the pleasures 
ol country life, with the serious business of 
war. And this feeling of security not only 
prevailed in “the lines,” but also in the city 
of Lisbon. The public theatres "were never 
more crowded, or the assemblies more gay 
and brilliant. Tins fearless and inconsistent 
gaiety among a people, under whose walls a 
licentious array of above seventy thousand 
raen lay burning with revenge and panting 
for plunder, can only be accomited for by 
the fact, that custom and necessity reconcile 
to the prospect of the most dreadful visita¬ 
tions. Hence it is that the inliabitants of 
Portici sleep tranquilly nnder the burning 
Vesuvius, and that mariners sing jovially 
while rocked upon the restless waves, in 
whicli the starting of a single plank might 
ingulf them for ever. 

The crisis was now approaching in which 
the English general w^as to reap the reward 
of his skill and perseverance j and it is 
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I worthy of recollection, that in the wliole of 
' his correspondence and intercourse while in 
this trying situation, as also on all occa- , 
sions throughout the Peninsular War, he 
never, in a single instance, gave expression 
to a distrust of success or a possibility of 
failure. As he made all the provisions "that 
human wisdom and foresight could devise, 
from the spirit of sagacity in which his 
plans were conceived, he felt confident of 
success* Convinced of the fallacy and futility 
of the doctrine of chances or destiny in j 
guiding and inflaoncing human alfairs, lie ■ 
relied little on the mere accidents of fortune | 
for his results: he more wisely trusted to ' 
his own exertions and prudence. | 

For some time the movements of the ! 
enemy indicated they were on the eve of ^ 
change of their position. Towards the end I 
of October, the hospitals, stores, and other 
incumbrances of tlie army had been re¬ 
moved to Santarera, and a number of boats, 
in addition to those that bad fallen into 
their hands by the wilful negligence of the 
regency, were in process of construction. 
Ney, with his corps, andMontbrun, with the 
eavalrj^ had fallen back on Thomar and 
Leyria, and bad put their troops into can¬ 
tonments in the neighbourhood of tliose 
towns. 

At length, though the twilight showed 
the French sentries as usual in front at ' 
Aruda, daylight proved that the slopes of 
Monte Jura, Torres Yedras, and Alliandra 
were evacuated, and that the sentries were . 
motionless men of straw, each in full mill- j 
tary costume, with a pole by his side as the ' 
representative of a musket* Under cover of 
the darkness of the night of the 14th, and 
during a thick mist that enveloped the j 
slopes of the mountains, the French armv I 
had broke up tlieir position from Sobral, 
and commenced their retreat from the right 
of the line, and were now seen retiring 
through the defiles of Alemquer, by the ' 
great road on the Tagus, and marebing 
under cover of a strong rear-guard on Torres . 
Novas, a strong detachment only having 
been left to protect the road which leads to | 
Santarem by Rio Mayor and Alcantara, I 
for which town the second corps had made I 
a simultaneous retrogressive movement, as I 
the main body of the army had done for j 
Torres Novas. I 

Immediately that lord Wellington ascer- j 
tained that the enemy had retreated, he 
issued orders to the respective generals of 
division for counteracting the movements of 
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the enemy. Ilillj with the second division^ 
was dii'ccted to pursue by the road of \iUa 
Franca; Craufurd was instructed to feel 
his way with the light divisionj to San- 
tareni; and sir Brent Speucer, with the first 
divisionj advanced towards Alemqiier. Tiie 
I I boats of the ileet, under admiral sir Thomas 
Williams^ were sent up the Tagus as fai* as 
I Alhandra, to wait orders to transport the 
' troops across the riverj to oppose the enemy 
i should he threaten an irruption into the 
I Alcratejo, General Fane,—who, in the be- 
ginnitig of November, had been detached 
I w ith a" brigade of Portuguese cavalry and 
several guns, to the left bank of the Tagus, 
to endeavour to destroy the incipient flo- 
tilia of the enemy, and, if possible, to pre- 
, vent his crossing the river should he make 
the attempt—deceived by the false move- 
I meiits to which Massena had erroneously 
subjected the second and eighth corps 
d^armee,—^having reported that the main 
body of the French army was in full 
i retreat, and that Santarem was occupied 
only by a strong real* guard, the troops 
were already formed and in motion, when 
the military eye of Welhugton discovered 
the fallacy of the report, and the powerful 
means of resistance the enemy had pre¬ 
pared. 

1 As it was not possible to divine whether 
the retreat of the enemy w;is not a ruse or 
feint to draw the English from theh in¬ 
trenched position, and by a forced and rapid 
march on tlm right of the hues turn the 
Monte Juula, and push tlie head of his 
columns on Torres Vedras, the utmost cau¬ 
tion w'as necessary on the part of the Eng¬ 
lish general that he did not aflbrd the enemy 
an opening to his position. The principal 
part of the army was therefore kept station¬ 
ary until the design of the enemy—whether 
a feint or a retreat—was developed. This 
was fully indicated on his reaching x\lco- 
entre, by the division of his force into two 
columns, one taking the hne of Rio Mayor, 
and the other Santarem. The cavalry and 
the light division now formed the advanced 
guard of the pursuit; and in its execution 
I took four hundred prisoners. At the village 
of El Valle, Craufurd*s impetuosity of cha¬ 
racter and love of battle would, on the 16th, 
liave provoked an unequal engagement, 
similar to that of the Coa, had it not been 
for the opportune arrival of lord Wel¬ 
lington. 

' When a sufficient body of troops to sup¬ 
port the advanced guard had arrived, a 
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demonstration was made on the on 

Santarem, the head of the enemy's position, 
to endeavour to make hina disclose his 
strength, and discover how far the post 
itself was assailable—a measure lord Wel- 
iington was desirous of putting into imme¬ 
diate execution; but the columns of attack ' 
were recalled, and the troops were placed iu 
cantonments at Cartaxo, Alcoentre, Azam- 
buja, Alemquer, and the surrounding vil¬ 
lages* Hill, with tlie second division, was 
stationed on the left bank of tlie Tagus, at 
Barcos and Chaiuuaca, to defend the pas¬ 
sage of the river and prevent the enemy from 
making an irruption into the Alemtejo, 
keeping up his communications with the 
ferry opposite Alhandra by means of floating 
bridges, that he might be enabled speedily 
to re-enter the lines should occasion require 
the movement. To prevent commimication 
between Soult and Massena, Beresford, with 
two brigades of cavalry and two divisions of 
infantry, was stationed along the left bank 
of the Tagus, from Almeirini to the mouth 
of the Zezere, to defend the passage of that 
river, and in the event of Massena's retreat 
to be in early motion on the line of pursuit. 

All the routes leading to the lines between 
the Tagus and the Monte Junta were secured 
by the heads of cantonments, and the works 
additionally strengthened and garrisoned by ; 
two divisions; an amount of force necessary, j 
as the French at A lean lie te were nearer to i 
Torres Vedras than the English were at 
Cartaxo. As the heights of Almada com- 
raanded the anchorage and the city of Lis¬ 
bon, they were strongly retrenched, and a 
chain of fortifications was constructed paral¬ 
lel to the Tagus, from Aldea Gallega to 
Traffaria, in case the enemy sliould transfer 
his operations to tiie south bank of the 
Tagus. And to prevent any sudden iiTup- 
tiou from Santarera, a battery was erected 
on a hill which looked down the causeway; 
the bridge at its extremity was mined; and * 
the light division, supported by a cavalry 
brigade, was posted on the heights that 
overlooked the marshes wliich surrounded | 
Santarem. Thus, every preeaution that 
human foresight could devise, was taken to j 
prevent the enemy^s finding an opening to i 
the lines, and enable the English general i 
to avail himself of every favourable oppor- | 
tuiiity that might present itself to operate ^ 

on the enemy. I 

The ground which Massena had taken up | 

presented a defensive position of great 
strength at my season of the year, but , 

173 1 


DUKE OF WELLINGTON. 



































RETllEAT OF THE FIlEtfCH,] LIFE AND CAMPAItrNS OP THE 


it was now rendered extremely difficult 

of accessj from the long-coiitinued rains 
and the ovei'flowing of the riyer. 

The town of Santarem^ which formed 
the head of his positioiij affordsj by its 
natural pecidiantieSi one of the strongest 
defensive positions in Portugal. It stands 
on^ a mountain of considerable elevationj 
rising almost precipitously from the banks 
of the Tagus, and trending northwards 
about a league. In front of this lieight, 
stretches a lower range of accli^dtie 3 , covered 
by the w'aters of the Bio Mayor, and fur¬ 
nishing the facility of excellent outposts. 
The ground in front, on the Lisbon road, is 
an open flat, inclosed by the two streams of 
the Bio Mayor, and traversed for the last 
half mile by a raised causeway, called the 
Ponte Seca, !)y which alone the town can be 
approached j for, on one side of the Ponte 
Seca, a flat, sedgy marsli, which, though not 
impassable, was, from several deep water¬ 
cuts, extremely difficult of access, especially 
for artillery and cavalry, and thus secured 
the left of the French position ] while, on 
the other side, the overflow of the river 
occasioning a deep pond or lake, their right 
was protected. And in addition to its 
natural difficulties, the position was strength- 
ened by an abattis, and a battery placed on 
a gentle eminence beyond it, sw'ept the 
whole extent of the causeway- Thus, before 
Santarem could be gained, three formidable 
barriers of defence were to be carried, 

^ By his judicious choice of position, the 
French marshal had secui^ed to himself great 
military and political advantages. He was 
enabled to remain in the heart of Portugal, 
and while he preserved his passage open to 
the Spanish frontier by meaiis of hia bridges 
over the Zezere, he retained the power of 
offensive operations by crossing the Tagus 
on his left, or by turning the Monte Jiinta 
on hia right. His cavalry and foragers 
ranged over an immense tract of fertile and 
abundant country, from Santarem to the 
Zexere, and to the eastwai^d of that town. 
To second the operations of the army of 
Portugal, general Foy brought ordei^ from 
Paris for all the disposable forces in the 
south of Spain to march for the Alemtejo 
frontier. In the north, Bessieres was pre¬ 
paring to co-operate with Massena j and 
Drouet, leaving Claparede with eight thou¬ 
sand men at Guarda, to keep Silveira and 
the ordenanza in check, reached Leyria 
with the ninth corps on the Mth of Decem¬ 
ber; and taking post on the right flank of 
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the French army, by the extension of forces 
seawards, cut off the communication of the 
English army with the northern provinces, 
Silveira, flushed with a trifling auceess fie 
had obtained over Claparede at Ponte d"Al)- 
bade, presumptuously venturing to attack 
him at Trancosa, was repulsed and driven 
across the Douro with g^e^lt slaughter. 

Towards the end of Novemher, Gar* 
d^ne, in his advance from Ciudad Bodrigo, 
with a convoy of stores and ammunition, 
escorted by five thousand men, wjis attacked 
by the ordenanza of Upper Beira, under the 
command of colonel Grant, at Cardijos, in 
the Sierra de Citrella, when the French, 
falling into disorder from the suddenness of 
tlie attack, abandoned their convoy, and 
lost all their baggage, with several hundred 
men. Grant also subsequently executed a 
very dashing ex]>loit against a portion of 
Claparede^s force detained at Belmonte» 

Ascertaining that it was their intention 
to sack and destroy Covelhaens, a consider* 
able village and a post of some importance, 
as they had treated all the villages around 
Bclmoiite> he secretly marched with 400 
ordenanza from Sardao to Covelhaens, and 
there concealing his force, on the arrival of 
two columns of the enemy, consisting of 
1,500 men, as soon as they came within 
range of grape-shot, he (Opened so biting a 
fire on them from his single six*poundor, that 
they qmckly took to their heels in tlie titinost 
confusiom 

“ hile,” to adopt the graphic language 
of an eloquent historian, "the tw'O great 
leaders stood thus opposed to each other, 
like the contending spirits of light and 
darkness, the one earnest to save, the other 
no less eager to destroy," but neither ven¬ 
turing to strike till a favourable opportunity, 
or some oversight of his adversary, should 
give him the chauce of preponderance, the 
hostile armies continued inactive, in obser¬ 
vation of each other, as all the comitjy 
between AJeanhete and Ponte Scca was 
impracticable for military operations, from 
the heavy rains and the broken state of the 
roads. 

But while the English general and his 
army were straining every nerve to rid the 
Portuguese of the yoke of their tyrant, and 
save their lives and property, the Patriarch 
and the Souza faction at Lisbon continued 
to exert all their influence to thwart the 
nieasures of their ally, and render liim and 
his army odious to the unthinking and un¬ 
informed part of the Portuguese population. 
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In order to put an end to the miserable 
intrigues/^ as the English general emphati¬ 
cally termed them, of this faction, and the 
I meddling insolent spirit of that odious priest, 
the patriarch, Lord Wellington denounced 
I their insidious practices and interference in 
' the following letter to sir Charles Stuart, 

' the English ambassador at Lisbon:—" You 
mil do me the favour to inform the regency, 

' ! and above all the principal Sonssa, that his 
majesty and the prince regent ha\nng en¬ 
trusted me with the command of their 
armies, and likewise with the conduct of the 
military operations, I will not suffer them, 
or anybody else, to interfere with them; 
that I know best where to station my 
troops, and when to make a stand against 
I the enemy; and I shall not alter a system 
I formed on mature consideration, on any 
! ' suggestion of theirs, I am responsible for 
I what I do, and they are not; and I recoin-. 

' mend them to look to the measures for 
! i which they are responsible, and which I 
I long ago recommended to them, namely, 

I to provide for the tranquillity of Lisbon, 

[ I aad for the food of their own army and 
I ' of the people, while the troops will be 
I engaged w'ith the enemy. As for principal 
' Souza, I beg you to tell him from me, 
that I have had no satisfaction in trans- 
acting the business of this country, since be 
has been a member of the government; 
that being embarked in a course of military 
operations, of which I hope to see the suc- 
I cessful termination, I shidl continue to carry 
them on to the end, but that no person on 
, earth shall induce me to remain in the 
' ' Peninsula one moment after I shall have 
^ I obtained his majesty^s leave to resign my 
' charge, if principal Souza is to remain a 
member of the government, or to continue 
' I at Lisbon; either he must quit the country, 

I or I will; and if I should be obliged to go, 

! 1 will take care that the world, or Portugal 

I at least, and the prince regent, shall be 
made acquainted with ray reasons. From 
I I the letter of the 3rd, which I have received 
from dou Miguel Foi^az, I had hoped that 
the government was satisfied with what I 
had done ami inteuded to do; and that, 
instead of endeavouring to render all fur- 
' ther defence fruitless, hy disturbing the 
minds of the populace of Lisbon, they 
would have done their duty by adopting 
measures to secure the tranquillity of the 
tow’U ; but, I suppose that, like other weak 
individuals, they add duplicity to their weak¬ 
ness, and that their expressions of approba¬ 


tion, and even gratitude, were intended to 
convey censure/^ 

P, S.—I have but little doubt of suc¬ 
cess ; but as I have fought a sufficient j I 
nuraber of battles to know that the result | i 
of any one of them is not certain, even with ' 
the best arrangements, I am anxious that , 
the government should adopt pi-eparatoiy 
arrangements, and take out of the euemy^s 
way those persons and their families, who 
vfcmXd suffer if they were to fall into their 
hands/^ 

In relation to the interference of the same 
faction with marslial Beresford's manage¬ 
ment of the Portuguese troops, the English 
chief thus expressed his opinion in another 
letter addressed to Mr. Stuart:—In order 
to put an end at once to these miserable 
intrigues, I beg that you wdU inform the 
Portuguese government, that I will not stay 
in the country, and that I will advise the 
king^s government to withdraw the assis¬ 
tance wdnch his majesty affords them, if 
they interfere in any manner with the ap¬ 
pointments of marshal Beresford's staff, for 
which he is responsible; or with the opera¬ 
tions of the army; or witli any of the points 
which, under the original arrangement witli 
marshal Beresford, were referred exclusively 
to his management. I purpose, also, to 
report to his majesty^s government, and 
refer to their consideration, what steps ought 
to be taken if the Portuguese governmeut 
refuse or delay to adopt the civil and politi¬ 
cal arrangements recommended by me, and 
corresponding with the military operatioiLS | 
which I am carrying on/^ 

And in reference to the vexatious mis¬ 
representations and unfounded complaints 
made by the Portuguese goverunient con¬ 
cerning the British troops, who were the 
constant subjects of the obloquy of the fac¬ 
tion, his remonstrance to the English am¬ 
bassador was— 

Louzao, 16th March, 1811. 

Sir,—I have had the honour of receiv¬ 
ing your letter of the 9th instant, on a 
complaint said by don IMiguel Foijaz to be 
made of the conduct of the British troops at 
Salvaterra, which complaint you will obsen^e i 
refers not to the conduct of the British 
troops, but to that of the Portuguese regi- j 
ments, Nos. 4 and 10- 

In respect to the charge of catting 
barren firewood in the royal parks for fire-, j 
wood, I have to reply, that I suppose his i 
royal highness does not propose that his 
majesty^s troops shall want firewood in Por- 
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tugal. It is reasonable that his royal high- 
nessj as T^^ell as other proprietors, should be 
paid for the wood cut upon his demesnes; 
hut either the troops must be allowed to cut 
hrewoodj paying for tlie same, wherever the 
defence of his royal highness^ dominions 
^ renders it necessary that they should be 
stationed, or they must be removed to the 
places where they can cut firewood, by 
wliich his royal highness^ interests must 
! suffer. 

1 “ 1 cannot avoid adverting to the dispo¬ 

sition recently manifested by the govern- 
1 ment to complain of the conduct of the 

1 British troops, certainly, in tliis instance, 

j without foundation. 

Acts of misconduct, and even outrage, 

I admit, have been committed, but never 
with impunity in any instance in which the 
complaint could be substantiated; and I 
have not yet been able to obtain the pun¬ 
ishment of any individual in this country, 

! be his crimes what they may. 

If the British soldiers have committed, 
as all soldiers do commit, acts of miscon¬ 
duct, they have at least fonght bravely for 
the countiy. They have, besides, recently 
shown tliat commiseration for the misfor¬ 
tunes of the people of this country — which 

I am convinced will be equally felt by their 
countrymen at home—and actually fed the 
poor inhabitants of all the towns in which 
they were cantoned on the Rio Mayor 
river. Yet I have not heard that the 
Portuguese government have expressed their 
approbation of this conduct, very unusual 
in people of this class and descriptiOin ; nor 
do I find that eitlicr their bearing in the 
field, or their humanity, or their generosity, 
can induce those whom they are serving to 
look with indulgence at their failings, or to 
draw a veil over the faults of the few, in 
consideration of the military and other vir¬ 
tues of the many,* 

1 have the honour to be, fee., 

WELlilNGTON/' 

• This was a poor requital to the English army 
for the humanity it had displayed towards tJie Portu¬ 
guese population. The British soldiery had shown 
their commiseration f>r the misfortunes of the people 
of Portugal, not only by a liberal subscription of their 
pay, but had actually fed with their own mtions the 
poor inhabitants of all the towns in w'hieh they were 
cantoned on the Rio Mayor river. In a letter ad¬ 
dressed to Mr. Perceval, thanking him for attending 
to his recommendaiion of the people of Portugal to 
the humane consideration of the British public, in 
consequence of which, money, stores of ever)" kind, 
seed, cows, oxen, and agricultural implements, were 
abundantly supplied to relieve the misery and desti- 
176 

llie factious and disaffected part of tlie 
periodical press of his owu country also i 

again raised its “ iuauspicious and incen- | 

diary voice/^ and "Mti its exultation of its 
supposed disastrous aspect of affairs in the i 
Peninsula,” and '' the predicament into 
which Wellington had brought himself and 
his army by the unwise prosecutiuu of his 
scheme for the deliverance of Portugal,” and 
his folly in presuming to oppose himself 
to ^ the redoubied Masseua/ ” prophesied 
that ^^the protection even of Lisboa was 
hopeless, much less the deliverauce of tlie 
Peninsulaand in the supposed verification 
of its silly and presumptuous prophecies of 
his erroneous judgment, and the utter im¬ 
practicability of his plans,” the unnatural 
and craven-hearted scribes called on the 
govern ment to recall the English army, and ' 
save it from absolute destruction, by ^^ the 
invincible legions of France, and the superior 
genius of the redoubted Slassena.” Their 
unnatural and unpatriotic attempts to l^reak 
and humiHato the spiiit and bearing of the 
soldiery, and depreciate the military charac¬ 
ter of the country, were deemed by Buona¬ 
parte so admirably adapted to reconcile the 
French nation to the unpopularity of his 
Spanish war, and to prove the incapability 
of England contending with him, that he 
caused the various papers containing the 
heartless and disgraceful calumnies to he re¬ 
printed at the imperial” press, and circu¬ 
lated throughout France, and the states sub¬ 
ject to his control and influence. From i 
the same soiu'ces also of disaffection and 
treachery, the French generals derived better 
information of the position and resources of 
the English army, and the intended opera¬ 
tions of the English general, than they were 
able to obtain by the agency of their spies 
and the traitorous hidsdgos, or nobles who 
conspired with them for the enslavement of 
their country. I enclose,” says the Eng- ' 

lish general, in a letter addressed to the earl i 
of Liverpool, dated Cartaxo, January the 

tutioii of the Portuguese ])o|niktion, which bad been 
occasioned by the French invasion—the words of the 
British chief are, ^ly soldiers have continued to 
show every kindness in their power, as well to the 
Spaniards as the Portuguese. The village of Faeates 
cl'Onor having been the field of battle the other day, 
and not being much improved by this drcunasiance, 
they immediately and voluntarily subscribed to raise 
a sum of money, to be given to the poor inhabitants 
as a compensation for the damage which their pro¬ 
per ties had sustained in the eon test" Lord Welling- | 
ton frequently had occasion to report the efforts of 
his troops to mitigate the sufferings of the Portuguese 
population. 
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I _^ 

19tbj 181 Ij “ a uewspapef^ giving an account 
of oar works ; the number of guns and men 
j in eachj and for what purpose constructed. 
Surely it must be admitted^ that those who 
carry on operations against an enemy pos¬ 
sessed of all the information winch our news¬ 
papers give to the French^ do so under sin- 
I ' giilar disadvantages.''^ 

I And at this critical moment, with a power¬ 
ful enemy in his front, the intrigues and 
faithlessness of his allies, and the calumny 
of the ignorant and disaffected part of his 
I own countrymen, conjoined with the timidity 
I and lukewarmness of the English cabinet, 
were not the only evils with which the Eng- 
lisli general was beset. These vexatious 
; annoyances drew from the English general, 

I in a letter addressed to marshal Beresford, 

, and dated 24th of January, ISl 1, this indig- 
' I nant reprehensionThe obstinacy and 
j ' perverseness with which the Portuguese and 
Spanish governments persevere in opposing 
and rendering fruitless all measures to set 
i them right, and save them, and the difficul- 
' ties thrown in our way by our own govem- 
I ment and its officials, cross and thwart our 
i operations, and create great difficulties in 
i I carrying on the service/'t Even his own 
' officers occasioned him disquietude and 
I I annoyance. His generals of division had 
either gone or were preparing to go home. 
As Hill and Fane were compelled by sickness 
' I to retire, the commander-in-ehief acceded 
I to their request in the most ready and affec- 

I tionate manner. To those who had not so 

I strong a plea for absence, while consenting 

I to their requests, he replied in terms that 

conveyed any other meaning than his appro- 
! bation. To general Leith's request, he says, 

I “ I sincerely msh that the war was over, that 

I I might take leave myself, and give leave to 

all those who are desirous of taking it. But 
j as that is not the case, I have been obliged 

j to regulate my own discretion, and to make 

I rules by which I am guided in the grant of 

leaves of absence. Those who are obliged 
I to go for the recovery of their health, arc 
compelled to appear before a medical board, 

' and I shall be very much obliged to yon if 
you will go through that ceremony, and I 
shall be happy to comply with your wishes/' 
In the same tone, though the edge of the 
rebuke more fine and delicate, is the 
reply to sir Stapleton Cotton's application: 

It is certain that the enemy will take a 
decided line of action one way or the other, 
as soon as his reinforcements join, which 
• Be^patches^ t 
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will be in a day or two. Under these cir- | 
cumstances you will judge for yourself , 
whether to go or stay, without further refer¬ 
ence to me, and will act accordingly." TSie 
quiet manner of allusion to the probability 
of the eve of an action, could not he mis¬ 
taken by sir Stapleton Cotton more than it 
could in the commander-in-cliiers reply to | 
General Craufurd. To the application of ; 
that gallant soldier, wdio, like the war-horse I 

of Scripture, loved the scent of battle, the ‘ 

reply was: cannot believe that having 

twenty thousand men on the Guadiana, and 
from seven to ten thousand men upon tlm 
Coa and the sources of the Mondego, which i 
the French can draw iu, they mean to leave i 
Massena where he is till death shall have i 
swept away his army; and therefore iny j 
opinion is, that they will attack us. How- ! 
ever, you are as capable of forming an 
opinion on this subject as I amj and, as I 
have often told you, when an officer in your i 
situation tells me that he has business to 
settle in England of paramount importance 
to him, I cannot object to his going there 
if he thinks proper; and you will therefore ' 
go if you wish so, by the packet, and take 
captain Cotton with you;'"* 

Craufnrd's answer to this gentle but sig¬ 
nificant remonstrance,produced the following 
reply: ■ ^ I have received your letter of the 
27th, and I sec no reason why I should 
depart from the rule which I have laid down 
for myself in these cases. Officers (geueraL 
officers in pm^ticular) are the best judges of 
their private concerns; and although luy 
opinion is that there is no private concern 
that cannot be settled by instruction and 
power of attorney, and that after all is not 
settled in this manner, I cannot refuse leave 
of absence to those who come to say that 
their business is of a nature that requires ^ ' 
thefr personal superintendence. But, en- ' 
ter taming these opinions, it is rather too 
much that 1 should not only give leave of 
absence, but approve of the absence of any, 
particularly a general officer, from the army. 

It is certainly the greatest inconvenience 
to the service that officers should absent j : 
themselves as they do, each of them requiring 
at the same time, that when it shall be con¬ 
venient to return he shall find himself in the ' 
same situation as when he left the army. 

In the meantime, who is to do the duty ? 
How am I to be responsible for the army? 

Is colonel-a proper substitute for 

general Craufurd in the command of our 
advanced posts? or general—-— for sir i 
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I Stapleton. Cotton, in command of the cavalry? 

I I may be obliged to consent to the ab- 
I j scnce of an officer, while I cannot approve 
of it, I repeat, that you know the situation 
' ' of affairs as well as I do j and yon have 
my leave to go to England if you think 
proper/^ 

I The absence of the duke^s home-siek 
generals gave to the factious part of the 
public press an opportunity to exercise their 
spirit of virulence, and to create in the pub¬ 
lic mind a discontent of that absence. The 
secretary of war communicated to lord 
Wellington the public opinion on the sub¬ 
ject ; to which communication the following 
answer was returned to Lord Liverpool:— 

I Santa Marmha, 23rd Miirch, 1811. 

I " DEAii Lord,—I assiu^ you that the 
: departure of the general officers of the army 

was as much against niy inclination, as their 
aiTival in England was injurious to the pub- 
I lie interests, I did every thing in my power 

j to prevail on them not to go, but in vain- 

I and I acknowledge that it has given me 
i satisfaction to find that they have been 
roughly handled in the newspapers. The 
' consequence of the absence of some of them 
, has been, that in the late operations I have 
, been obliged to be general of cavalry, and 
I of the advanced guard, and the leader of 
two or three columns, soraetimea on the same 
day. 

i “I have requested colonel Torrens not to 
I allow any general officer to come in future 
who is not willing to declare that he has no 
I private business to recall him to England, 

I and that he will remain with the array as 
I long as it shall stay in the Peninsula. 

Believe me, &c- 

, ^MVellington/’ 

I “ The Earl of Liverpool.” 

This letter and " the handling of the 
I neVspapers,” occasioned several of the home- 
I I sick truant officers to I'eturn to the army ■ 
I before their leave of absence had expirecL 
* During the period of inaction, while the 
, hostile armies were in front of each other, 
many points of the highest importance, 

• The huiuanitv of his suggestions for economical 
reform in the government departments is no less wor¬ 
thy of admiration than the wisdom with which the 
idea ’was conceived:—** Adverting to the discontent 
which always follows reform of expenditure, I recom¬ 
mend to you to proceed with caution m the reform 
of the different juntas and boards. Let no man, or, 
at all events, a number of men, be discharged h-om 
the service without having some visible means of 
livelihood left There are, I believe, some members 
I of those juntas and boards, who have fortunes be* 
j aides their salaries, of which last they may be de- 
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besides his military duties, occupied the 
attention of the English commandcr-iu-chief, 
and elicited the powers of his vigorous and 
capacious mind. To enable the Portuguese 
governraent to meet the exigencies of the i 
war, he suggested the necessity of new mo- | 
delling and improving the revenue, and the 
introduction of reform into the various de¬ 
partments of the government,^ for the pur¬ 
pose of diminishing the expense in that I 
branch of the goveniment. The increasing | 
mefflciDncy of the Portuguese army, on I 
account of the neglect and ill-treatment of 
it by the regency, required his utmost care 
and attention* Daring the last nine months 
above ten thousand regular forces, and near 
two-tliircls of the militia, had been driven ' 
by want to desert their standards and return 
home. The ordenanga disbanded themselves 
by whole companies at a time. Two regi¬ 
ments of the line, the 9th and the 21st, had I 
dwindled down from more than 2,400 men, i 
to less than 1,300, and the Lusitanian legion, 
which had numbered upwards of 1,700, , 
scarcely exceeded 1,000 men. this 

moment,” {January 18th, 1811) sav*s lord 
Wellington, in his celebrated letter addressed 
from Cartaxo to the English envoy at the 
court of Lisbon, and wdiich contained truths 
so condemnatory of the intrigues and machi¬ 
nations of the patriarch and the Souza fac¬ 
tion in the regency, that, in the expressive « 
language of the writer, it placed ^’the 
patriarch's conduct in such a light that he 
would tremble at the sight of a lamp-post," 

—the Portuguese troops are frequently in 
want of provisions; and all the departments 
of the Portuguese army, including the lios- 
pitals, are equally destitute of funds to enable 
them to defray the necessary^ expenditure, 
and to perform their duty. These deficien¬ 
cies and difficulties have existed ever since I 
liave known the Portuguese army; and it is 
well known tlmt it must have been disbanded | 
more than once if it had not been assisted i 
with the provisions, stores, and funds, des- ‘ 
tiued for the maintenance of the British , 
army.” To remedy this grievance, and pre- i 

prlved, and still continue members of the Jun ta. In the j 
Inferior departments of the customs, also, £rom which 
it may be necessary to discharge many officers, either 
a hall or a third of their salary should be continued j 
to those not otherwise provided for* If these mea¬ 
sures are not adopted, there will be serious discon¬ 
tent in Lisbon, wnicli will be encouraged by these | 
people [namely the intriguing priest, the pairiarch, I , 
and the Souza faction], and will be ivorse than an I 
additional twenty thousand men to the enetnyf^— 
Letter to the British envoy, Mr* Stuart Weilwgion 
J)csjt(tfo7ws, 
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' vent tlie total abandonment of their colours 
I by the Portuguese army, the Englisli geuenal 
! ' iras obliged to take active and efficient mea* 
i siu-es to feed the Portuguese troops from the 
I stores of the British commissariat. But 
I while devising means of saving the Portu- 
' gucse army from starvation, and enforcing 
its efficiency, the factious and intriguing 
Souza and the patriai'ch were vilifying lus 
1 character, and undermining his influence in 
tlie regency* Xn a piivate coiamiinication 
I ^ to marslial Beresford on the subject^ the 
M^ords of the English general are Baron 
! Eben has made some curious dtscoveri&s at 
' Lisbon^ and has given Mr. Stuart some 
; papers written hy these personages, which 
1 tend to show their folly equally with their 
' ' mischievous dispositions* Among other plans 
they have one for libellmg and caricaturing 
me in England ! I have this day discovered 
i that some of the anonymous letters to me 
! are written by the principal Souza; and 
i i others by the bishop* These ax^e men to 
govern a nation in flifficnlt circumstances 
Notwithstanding this ingratitude and en¬ 
mity of the regency, the destitute state of 
I the Portuguese troops and the inhumanity 
I of the regency in disregarding their desti- 
I tution and sufferings, were the subject of the 
I English geneval^s earnest solicitude* In a 
remonstrance to the British envoy, Mr, 
Stuart, after severely censniing the inhn- 
I inanity of the Portuguese regency towards 
their "countrymen, lie adds, the Portuguese 
troops “ ai^e patient under privations to an 
I extraordinary degree* But men cannot per- 
I form the laboin* of soldiers without food. 

Those of general Pack's brigade died of 
I I famine on their march, and above 100 men 
[ I have fallen from inanition, many of whom 
I I must have died from the same cause. The 
I government neglected both establishments 
I and troops when they were on the Rio Mayor 
I river, and neither are in a state in which 
, they ought to be at the commencement of a 
I campaign.'* Again, July 15th, 1812, in 
reply to a dispatch from marshal Beresford, 
while describing ‘Hlie wants and serious 
I distress" in which the British army was, on 
account of the defalcation of its pay, and 
the deficiency of the military chest, he says, 
the arrears and distresses of the Portuguese 
troops are a joke to ours.” 

As among large bodies of men assembled i 
together, a state of inaction and the ab¬ 
sence of sufficient excitement, are often 
j introductive of irregularity, and subversive 
! of subordination; so it occiuTed with the 


British army in their cantonments. A sec¬ 
tarian spirit began at tliis time to be preva¬ 
lent among the troops. Two jMethodist 
meetings, of which one belonged to the 
Guards, w^ere held in the town of Cartaxo* 
The men met in the evening, and sang 
psalms; a serjeant, of the name of Stephens, 
occasionally preaching to them after the 
fashion of the military saints in the time 
of Cromwell. Meetings of the kind xvere 
also held in other caotonmeats. In tlie 
9th regiment there was one, at which two 
officers attended* To suppress these irre¬ 
gularities, which were occasioned by the 
iiisufficieucy of the military chaplains, ap¬ 
plication was made to the commander-in- 
chief, who declined any forced interference 
with the religious sentiments of the army, 
as the act would be a violation of the 
principles and policy of religious toleration. 

The meeting of soldiers in their canton¬ 
ments, to sing psalms, or to hear a sermon 
read by one of their comrades," said tlie 
enlightened and liberal-minded Wellington, 
is in the abstract, perfectly innocent, and 
is a better way of spending their time 
than many others to which they are ad¬ 
dicted; but it may become otherwise," 
'^Religious instmetion," adds the high- 
minded and sagacious soldier, is the 
greatest support and aid to military dis¬ 
cipline and order," “We want the assist¬ 
ance of a respectable clergyman," he con¬ 
tinues* “ By his personal influence and 
advice, and by that of true religion, he 
would moderate tlie zeal and enthusiasm 
of these gentlemen, and would prevent thefr 
meetings from being mischievous, if he did 
not prevail on them to discontinue them 
entirely*" By the diffusion of this wise and 
temperate counsel throughout the army, 
and the noble sentiments it contains, 
the sectarian spirit which had obtained 
favour among the troops during the period 
of inactivity, became extinct on the resump¬ 
tion of active service. 

But among all the various difficulties and 
discouraging circumstances with which 
the English geuend was beset, none gave 
Iiim more uneasiness than the folly and 
perverseness of the Spanish government, 
and the inefficiency and uselessness of 
its generals and armies* “I am afraid," 
says he in a letter, dated Cartaxo, De¬ 
cember 2ud, 1810, “the Spaniards Avill 
bring us all to shame yet. The Cortes 
appear to suffer under the national in- 
inhrmity in as great a degree as the other 
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authorities; that is^ boast ing of the strength 
md power of the Spanish nation ; till 
till they are seriously convinced they are 
in no dangCFj and then sitting down quietly^ 
and indulging their natural indolence.'^'** 
That the English chief had not formed an 
inaccurate estimate of his allies appears 
from this circumstance. When that body 
was assembled in September, 1810, instead 
of addressing itself to the measures best 
adapted for eanying on war of deeds/^ 
and the improvement of the Spanish armies, 
and the direction of the energies of the 
people, it employed its time in the “ war of 
words/^ and idle boasting ;t in declaring 
in inflated speeches all that Spaniards 
would endure and effect; and, in the ridi¬ 
culous badinage of one of its members, 

“ prove to the world that Spain was about 
to tread upon Greek and Roman name/^ 
To endeavour to provide a remedy for 
these grievances, the general addressed the 
Ibllowing letter, wliich, for profound eK- 
position of the subject, will remain a me¬ 
morial of Ids extraordinary sagacity and 
penetration, to his brother the marquis Wel- 
ledey, who was then a member of the I 
ministi'y. In that invaluable docuinent, | 
wiiich is extant in the Despalches^ he says: 

“ Another object to which I wish to draw 
your attention, is the state of the Spanish 
government and army, I do not know 
what the apnts of government, in different 
parts of Spain, may represent to them; 
but I assure you the cortes have got nothing, 
either to raise, discipline, pay, or support 
an ai'my. The distresses of the Spaniards 
are worse even than those of the Portu¬ 
guese* The army of the poor marques de la 
Romana has not a shilling, except what I 
gave them; nor a magazine, nor an article 
of any description, that is to keep them 
together, or to enable them to act as a 
military body. The operations of these 
troops are approaching to the Portuguese 
frontier; and I foresee what is going to 
happen, viz., a war between them and the 
inhabitants of Portugal, for the provisions, 
clothes, doors, windows, and beams of the 
houses of the latter. This will be a new 
era in this extraordinary war. Then the 
corps of Mahy, in G^icia, either from 
similar deficiencies, or disinclination on the 
part of Mahy, does nothing. 


Whlhnfffon Denpiiiehe^. 

t Its injustice and insoknee, at this time, to the 
bouth American colonies, caused those states to de¬ 
clare themselves independent of Spanish rule; and 
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^'All this forms a subject for serious con¬ 
sideration. Either Great Britain is inter¬ 
ested in manitaiuing the war in the Penin- 
snla, or is not. If she is, there can l)c no 
doubt of the expediency of making an 
effort to put in motion, against the eneniy, 
the largest force which the Peninsula can 
produce. The Spaniai'ds would not, I be¬ 
lieve, allow of that active interference bv 
ns in their affairs, ivbich might effect au 
amelioration of their circumstances; but 
that cannot be a reason for doing nothing. 
Subsidy given, without stipulation for the 
performance of specific services, would, 
in my opinion, answer no purpose; but I 
am convinced that iu the next campaign I 
may derive great assistance from general 
Mahy, as I should in this, if I could have 
put his tiwps in movement; and I am 
also convinced that I may derive great 
assistance from the corps of the marquess 
de Ja Romana, and shall prevent its being 
mischievous in the way in which I have 
above pointed out, if I am allowed to assist 
with provisions and money occasionally. 
But then I must have the power to tell 
the Spanish government, that unless these 
troops co-operate strictly with rue, the assis¬ 
tance shall be withdrawn from them, 

“The amount of the expense of this assis¬ 
tance may be settled monthly, and may be 
in the form of a loan, to be paid by drafts 
on the government of Mexico, or m any 
other manner that government may think 
proper. Upon this a question may be asked, 
vi^., what good it will produce*? I shall 
answer, for nothing but to maintaiu the 
war in the Peninsula, 

“I have seen too much of the troops of 
the Peninsula, even the Portuguese, when 
not united with our own, to form any 
calculation of the effect of any operation of 
tlieirSi Even wheu the troops are encour¬ 
aged, and iucline to behave well, the im¬ 
patience, inexperience, and unconquerable 
vanity of the officers, lead them into error, 
as appears strongly in ——h recent opera 


tiona, who, if iie bad obeyed his instructions, 
and have remained quiet, would have kept 
Claparede in check; but he chose to attack 
him, even with an inferior force, and was 
defeated; and Claparede was enabled to 
overrun Upper Beira, even to Lamego. 

“It may also be asked why we should 


the injustice of the act was aggravated by its ingra* 
titude, the colonies liaving contributed ninety mil¬ 
lions of dollars to enable the mother country to main¬ 
tain the war against French oppresgion. 
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spend our moneys and why these troops 
should not go on as the French troops 
! do, without pay, provisionsj magazines, or 
any thing? The answer to this question 
is as long as what I have already written. 
The French army is certainly a wonderful 
machine } but if we are to form such a one, 
we must form such a government as exists 
in France, which can with impunity lose one 
half of the troops employed in the field 
everj^ year, only by the privatious and 

1 hardships imposed upon them. Next we 
inust compose our army of soldiers drawn 

1 from ail classes of the population of the 
, country; from the good and middling, as 
well in rank aud in education, as from 
the bad, aud not as other natious, and we, 
in particular do, from the bad only. 

^^Thirdly, we must establish such a system 
of discipline as the French have ; a system 
founded upon the strength of the tyranny 
of the govermeut, w^bich operates upon 

1 an army composed of soldiers, the majority 

1 of whom ai*e sober, welhdisposed, amenable 
to order, and in some degree educated. 

When wc shall have done all this, and 
shall have made tliese armies of the strength 
* of those employed by the French, w^e may 
require them to live as the French do, viz., 

1 by authorized and regulated plunder of the 
country and its inhabitants, if any should 
' remain; aud we may expose them to the 

1 labour, hardships, and privations which the 
' Freucli soldier suffers every day; and we 
: must expect the same proportion of loss 

every campaign, one-iialf of those that 

1 1 take the field. 

'1 This plan is not proposed for the British 

1 army, nor has it yet been practised in 

1 any great degree by the Portuguese; but I 
shall state the effect, which, in my opinion, 

1 the attempt has had upon the Spaniards, 
i There is neither subordination nor dis- 

1 cipline in the army, among either officers 
[ or soldiers; and it is not even attempted 
^ (as, indeed, it would be in vain to attempt) 

to establish either. It has, in my opinion, 
been the cause of the dastardly conduct 

1 which we have so frequently witnessed in 
^ the^Spanish troops; and they have become 

I * The number of the deserters was so great, that 

I lliey formed themselves into a Httle army, which they 
organbed into regular companies, and, in conformity 
to the characteristic deeds of the French army, deno* 
miuated themsulvea “ the eleventh corps " electing 

1 general oiheers and subalterns. It consisted ef more 
; than 1,600 men, who frequently attacked the foraging 

j parties of the French, and made the prisoners join 

them. They occupied the country about Caldas and 

1 

odious to their coimtry; and the peaceable , 
inhabitants, much as they detest and suffer 
from the French, almost wish for the estab¬ 
lishment of Josephus government, to be 
protected from the outrages of their own 
troops. These armies, therefore, must be 
paid and supported, if any service is ex¬ 
pected from them; and at present, at least, ^ 

I see no chance of their being paid, except 
by British assistance.^' 

The hostile armies had now been in pre¬ 
sence of each other for the space of near 
four months, and the only movement that 
had been made on either side was that of a 
strong reconnoissauee under the command 
of Junotj January l£)th, on Rio Mayor, for 
tlie purpose of ascertaining whether the 
allied forces were being concentrated at 
Alcoentre. But Massena receiving informa¬ 
tion, by the medium of the renegade hidal¬ 
gos, or Portuguese nobles, that the English 
general was meditating an attack and the 
relief of Badajos, apprehensive that he 
would not be able to maintain his intended 
positions against that attack, determined to 
retreat. Disease, famine, and desertion, 
from the combined effects of which his army 
was gradually mouldering away, also forced 
him to that determination. Another cause 
that inclined him to retreat was the arrival 
in the Tagus of a fleet of transports, having 
the long-expected reinforcement of 7,000 
men on board, on whose junction he well 
knew that lord Wellington would commence 
offensive operations. For these reasons the ' 
greater part of his general officers were urgent 
for a retreat, He accordingly commenced lus , 
arrangements for retreat in the end of Feh- * 
riiai*y. Ha\dng gradually passed Ins sick and 
baggage upon Thoraar, and destroyed all his 
ammunition and guns that could not be 
horsed, he maintained a bold front, and 
made a show of intending to pass the 1 
Zezere. When the impediments of the 
army had gained two marches, so that the 
progress of the troops might not be im¬ 
peded, they made a bold movement with 
the sixth corps on the Lys, near Leyria, as ’ 
if with the intention of advancing on Torres 
Vedras, but for the real purpose of com- 

Aleobaga in full sovereignty, aa an established amiy 
of avowed professional robbers* Their influence and 
power at length became so predominant, that Maasena ' 

sent two detachments against them ; they fought des- , 

perately, but at length being surrounded and over- i 

powered, they laid down their arms. Tlieir leaders • 

being shot, the men were again incorporated in their j 

regiments, not being deemed the less eligible for the ' 

service in which the French army was engaged. 
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pelling the English general to abstain from 
any active operation lest he should iay open 
his lines to his adversary, 

; I Matters having thus been prepared, the 
I French army retired, on tlie night of the 
5th of March, from Santarem and its 
neigh bourliood. On the following morn¬ 
ing the appearance of motionless sentinels 
foretold the usual French rnse, and that 
the position liad been abandoned.* The 
English army was in instant pursuit, Hill^s 
division was sent across the Tagus for the 
I purpose of protecting Abrantes, and embar¬ 
rassing Massena^s oiovementa, should he 
I attempt to retfre by the Aleratejo, or take 
I the route by Pnnhete. Bercsford was 
I ordered to advance to the relief of Badajoa 
with the Portuguese and the fourth division, 

I and a body of cavalry; and the third and 
fifth divisions directed to join from the 
Lines. 

Massena’s first movements indicated an 
intention of concentrating a force at Abran- 
tesj and of attempting the passage of the 
Zezere, On the 8th his intention was more 
evidently developed; bis Hue of retreat being 
directed through the valley of the Moiidego, 
\nth the design of crossing the river of that 
name for the occupation of Coimbra. Leav¬ 
ing the second corps on the route to Espi- 
UEil, and Loisson^s division taking the road 
to Angiaio, the main body of the hostile 
army retreated in concentric lines on Pom- 
bal. Tliat portion of the army was followed, 
and never lost sight of by the light division, 
the royal dragoons, and the first German 
hussars, who took above 200 prisoners. 

On the 9th, the third and eighth corps- 
d'arm€e, and Moiithrun’s division of cavalrv, 
were found posted on a table-land in front 
ofPombaL Some smart skfrmisliing took 
place between the cavalry of the hostile 
armies; but as the English general had not 
a sufficient body of troops in hand to com¬ 
mence a serious attack, and as he was 
informed by letter that Badajos was in a 

* The French nmrslial has been reprehended by 
some writers, and accused of having committed a 
serious error in wasting the campaign in inactivity, 
in his cantonments at Santarem. Eut the following, 
among other causes, encouraged him to that mea¬ 
sure —1. The destitute state of the Portuguese arni)^ 

( Jinmbers of whom had died of inanition, and a large 
])ortion had abandoned their colours, or deserted. 
2. The distressed conditioti of fhat part of the popu¬ 
lation that had taken shelter within the lines of 
Torres Vedms. 3. The machination of the renegade 
hidalgos in the French party at Torres Novas, and 
their correspondence with the dlsafiected part of the 
Lisbon popuJation. 4. The general disiucEnation of 


state to hold out for a month, he recalled 
tlie fourth division and heavy cavalry already 
on its march to the Alcmtejo, Before their 
arrival Masseua liad made, on the night of 
the nth, a hasty retreat through the town 
of Pombal, leaving a body of troops in the 
ca.stle; but on the following morning the 
95 th rifles and the 3rd ca^adores drove the 
enemy out of the castle with so much spirit 
and impetuosity, that they had not time to 
d^troy the bridge, though it ready 
mined. 

On the 12 th, Key, with the rear-guard, 
took up a strong position on a ridge of 
heights at the extremity of a defile between ■ 
Pombal and Rediuha, and he made so skil- ; 
ful a disposition of that force as to give it 
the appearance of a powerful force. Imme¬ 
diate orders were given for the attack of 
the enemy, and in less than an hour liis j 
right, which was covered by a wooded slope, i 
was carried by the 52nd, the 95tli rifles, the I 
3rd ca 9 adores, and a company of the 43rd. I 
In the mean time, Picton, with the third 
division, had seized the wooded heights that 
protected his left. But though his position 
was thus laid open, he maintained Ills 
ground, from a conviction that the English 
general was deceived as to his real strength; 
and such was really the case, so skilfully 
had he masked his force. 

A lull therefore took place for about an 
hour, until a sufficient force could be con¬ 
centrated to ensure success. Then, to 
adopt tlie vivid language of the author of 
The JFar in ike Peniusulaj three shots 
from the British centre gave the signal for 
advance, when, in an iustaiit, the green 
woods sparkled with bayonets, and the 
whole army was in full march across the 
plain; while horsemen and guns, starting 
simultaneously from the left wing and the 
centre, charged under a general volley from 
the French battalions. A dense cloud of 
smoke enveloped the enemy for a few mo- I 
ments, and when it rose upon the wind, and 

the people of England to the continuance of the Eng¬ 
lish army hi Portugal—this information lie obtained 
from tlie factious English newspapers. These causes 
he hoped would break up the alliance between Bhg- 
land and Portugal, He also calculated, that the 
wliigs, on their accession to office ou the appointment 
of the regency, would recal Lord Wellington, and 
substitute in his place some “ antiquated taetitioner f* 
and this opinion he caused to be disseminated among 
his troops, as an encour^ement to bear up against 
their difficulties. In this respect be displayed that 
greatest of m ili tary q u allfications—^calculation of mor a 1 ' 
causes; and he who is not capable of the act, is ** but 
half a general.” 
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\ras scattered* no enemy was longer visible/^ 

I The French had rapidly and skilfully with- 
i drawn* and gained the Yillage of Eedinha 
before the English cavalry could reach 
j them* and neither the utmost efibrts of 
Picton^s skirmishers* nor of the liorse-artiL 
lery* could enable the pursuers to do more 
than slightly gall the rearmost of the fugi¬ 
tives witli their fire. At length they were 
i compehed to fall back upon the main body 
: at Condeixa; but by this daring halt* a 
j start had been gained of many lioui-s* for 
I the sick and wounded who were moring on 
Condeixa* with the baggage and field-equi¬ 
page of the army* to cross the river with the 
Tuain body of the army* 

On the following day the pursuit was 
resumed* and the Eoglish advanced guard 
reached Condeixa* about ten o'clock in the 
morning of that day; but as the position 
the enemy had taken np was impassable in 
front* being covered by a marsh* and that 
the right of the heights on which he was 
posted was protected by a palisade* and 
breast-works thrown up on either sido of 
' the liollow* by which it could be approached* 
Picton was detached with the third dmsion* 
by a circuitous path tlirough the mountains 
of the Sierra de Andao* for the purpose of 
turning the left flank of the enemy. As 
I soon as Maaseua observed Picton ^Yinding 
round the bluff end of a mountain about 
eight miles distRTit from this position* the 
I whole camp w'as tlirowu into confusion. A 
j thick cloud of smoke was soon seen to rise 
I from Condeixa* and their columns were at 
I the same time observed Ijurrying towards 
Ca:gal Nova* a rillage about three miles dis- 
' tant from Condeixa, The English advanced 
guard pursued with eagerness* but their 
advance was greatly impeded by the con¬ 
flagration of the town, as also by the trees 
that had been felled and thrown across the 
road* and the block of rock that had been 
, rolled down from the heights into the line 
of march, A multitude of fires were also 
simultaneously kiudled to cover and con¬ 
ceal tlie flight of the fugitives with volumes 
of smoke* Yet the desire of the pursuei’s 
was so eager to close with their advei'sai’ies* 
that the few skirmishers and cavalry who 
had surmounted the obstacles* closed "with 
the rear of the French* penetrated between 
the corps at Fonte Coberta (Massena's 
• Soon after the evacuation of Poiubal, the English 
eneral being convinced that Massena would not 
eliver a general battle, detached from Condeixa a 
brigade ol cavalry, and a division of Portuguese 
infan trjv fer the Alemtcjo; and again* on the night 


liead-quarters)* and the rest of the retreat¬ 
ing army* and nearly captured the French 
marshal* w*ho escaped hy disguising himself* i 

and scrambling over the moimtaius by . 

night to regain the army, 

in the night the French divisions at [ 

Fonte Coberta stole away" (as they had j 

done in all the positions they had succes- i 

sively taken up), and favoured by the ex¬ 
treme darkness of the night, made for 
Miranda de Corvo, Sir William Erskine 
(who had been appointed to- general Crau- 
furd's command during the absence of tliat : 
officer in England)* put the light division in 
pursuit* at day-break of the 14th* without a ; 

vanguard or calling iu his outposts. The - 

ground was covered with so dense a fog | 

that it was not possible to discern objects j 

at many paces distance; but from the hills 
in front came the dull bnzx of a great muL , 

titude. Uninfluenced by that ominous ! 

sound* Erskine sent forward the 52nd* with¬ 
out adopting any of the necessary and cus¬ 
tomary precautions* The road taking a 
sudden dip into the valley* that gallant j 
regiment (^^ soldiers that had never met j 
their match") was soon lost to sight iu the | 
mist* and passed the enemy's outposts with- | 
out being observed* on account of the dense 
hasse; but the fog cleai'ing up* it was seen ' ! 
fiercely engaged in the midst of the hostile 
rear-guard. 

At this critical juncture, lord WeUiiigton 
came up. The whole of the light division 
was immediately pushed forward to succour 
the 52ud, Gradually, Picton and Cole*, 
witli the third and fourth divisions* w^ere 
turning the enemy's left flank; and the 
first, fifth* and sixth divisions* ^ith the 
heavy cavalry* and Ross and Bull's horse 
artillery advancing against his centi'e* he j 
was driven from ridge to ridge* and at 
length flung hack in great disorder on the 
main body at Miranda de Corvo* with the I 
loss of one hundred prisoners. The casual- | 
ties of the allies* in killed and >vouuded* were \ 
eleven officers* and one hundred and fifty 
privates; that of tlse enemy much greater. 
The astounding indifference" to the safety 
of the troops and the violation of the rules of 
his art* by Erskine* having disconcerted the 
design of the commander-in-chief to turn the - 
enemy's left flank, and for which object the | 
tliird and fourtli divisions ivere in march at 
of the 13thj in eonsequeneo of the information he 
received that Badajos had not surrendered* thefoixrth 
division marched for the same destination, in order 
to enable Beresford to relieve that fortress* and com¬ 
pel the enemy to break up the siege, 
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the moment, it was necessary to adopt the 
disadvantageous measures to extricate tlie 
52nd from the perilous condition into which 
Erskine's culpable negligence had thrown 
them at Cazal Nova. 

I The result of these operations was, that 
tlie rich districts of Upper Beii^ were saved 
from the invader^s ravages, the English 
general having, by his skilful movements, 

I compelled the enemy to the line of retreat 
; ' between the Mondego and the mountain 
I range of Anciao. The communication with 
the north provinces was also again opened. 
In the furtherance of these objects, colonel 
I Trant had materially contributed. 

That enterprisiog and indefatigable officer, 
ascertaining from the intercepted dispatches, 
that Moiitbrun was advancing with the cav¬ 
alry to siege Coimbra, evacuating the sub¬ 
urb of Santa Clara,- which is on the left 
bank of tlie river, and destroying an ai-cli of 
the Coimbra bridge, on the city side, so 
actively saluted the French, on their ap¬ 
proach, with a discharge from six pieces of 
artilleiy, that the Frencli leader, supposing 
the city to be strongly garrisoned with the 
* reinforcement tliat had long been expected 
from England, abandoned the attempt, and 
rejoined Massena at Miranda de Corvo. 

Lord \\ ellington, now desirous to prevent 
the enemy’s passage of the Mondego, as that 
line of march would present him with a coun¬ 
try whose supplies were inexhaustible, he was 
again in active pursuit of the foe; and as, 
by the junction of Coleys division with 
Nightingale's at Espinhal, he had the power 
of turning the strong position of Miranda de 
Corvo, the enemy abandoned it, rapidly re¬ 
treating to the bold and formidable line 
of mountains behind the Ceira, leaving 
Ney’s corps on the left bank of the idver, 
in a rugged and defensible position in front 
of the village of Eons d’Arence, to cover the 
retreat. 

Again his pm-suers were up with the foe. 
Late in the afternoon of the 16th, arrange¬ 
ments were made for driving in his rear¬ 
guard, preparatory to the movements for 
crossing the Ceira on the following morn¬ 
ing. The light division and Pack's brigade 
ivere ordered to hold liis right in play, and 
the third division to make a vigorous chmge 
on his left, while a battery of horse artillery 
opened from an eminence a destructive fire. 
At the first charge, the left wing of the 
enemy was overthrown j and the panic- 
stricken troops, fieeing in confusion to the 
river, many were drowned by missing the 
184 


ford, or were crushed to death in a dis¬ 
orderly attempt to pass the bridge. Tlie 
action on the right, on account of the i 
ruggednesa of the ground, had resolved 
itself into a number of desnltoiy skirmishes, , 
which enabled Ney in some measure to 
check the pursuit of his routed wing. Night, 
too, coming on, favoured his escape, and 
afforded him the opportunity of blowing up 
the bridge. His loss in killed and wounded 
exceeded five hundred men; that of the 
English, four officers and sixty privates. 
Ney, in consequence of the reproaches of 
Massena as to the slow march of the rear¬ 
guard, indignantly ordered the whole of tlie 
plunder which had been collected by the 
French army in its retreat to be burned, 
and the execution was begun on Massena's • 
own share. Plere, as at Condeixa, Red inha, i 
and Ca^al Nova, having driven in the rear- i 
guard, a direct attack on the main body 
would have been fatal to the army of the 
enemy, and would have compelled him to 
abaodon his ailillery and baggage; but as 
the attack in eacli ease might have been 
attended with material loss, the English 
general preferred acting on the flanks, in 
order to reserve his men, to meet the addi¬ 
tional force they would have to encounter 
* 

on the frontiers. This was the reason that, 
in each case, as also in those in which oppor¬ 
tunities presented themselves, that lord 
Wellington did not avail himself of those 
opportunities. He was not like Baonaparte, 
a general, as Kleber said, wlio " used up 
ten thousand men a-week/' Besides, his 
force was, during the whole retreat, much 
inferior to that of his adversary, and he had ; 
not the means of replacing the casualties as 
his adversary had. 

The allied army was constrained to halt 
for a day, partly on account of the destruc- I 
tion of the bridge, and partly from want of | 
the necessary supplies of provisions, and the 
destitute state of the Portuguese troops, i 
many of whom had perished from inanition, 
and a large portion of whom were unable to 
foUow the army after passing Pombal. I 
had," says the English commander-in-ebief, 
in his statement to the British minister, 

repeatedly urged the governors of the | 
kingdom to adopt measm^es to supply the ’ | 
[native] troops with regularity, and to keep 
up the establishmeiits while the army was i 
iu cantonments on the Ilio Mayor river; ■ 
which representations were not attended to : , | 
and when the army was to move forward, I | 
the Portuguese troops had no provisions, 
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nor any means of conveying any to tlienn 
Tliej were to move through a country rav- 
I ageti and exhaastetl by the enemy; and, it 
is literally true, that general Pack^s brigade 
and colonel Asliworth’s had nothing to eat 
for four days, although constantly march¬ 
ing or engaged with the enemy. 

I was obliged either to direct the Bn- 
tish commissary-general to supply the Por- 
tiigiaese troops, or to see them starve for 
want; and the consequence is, that the 
! suppUcs intended for the British troops arc 
exhausted, and we must halt till more come 
I up, which I hope wdll he this day.^^* 

I In the night of the Kith, a bridge of tres- 
I scls was constructed^ and ou tlie following 
morning the army passed the river in pur¬ 
suit Again the enemy was, ou tlie lOth, 
driven from the strong position he had taken 
behind the Alva, on the Serra de Jloita; 
his antagonist having, with consummate 
skill, turned tlie French left by the Serra 
de Santa Quitcira, with the hrst, third, and 
iiffli dhisions, while the light and sixth 
divisions inaiiceuvrcd in front from the Serra 
de JIureella. These movements compelled 
the enemy to concentrate his forces on the 
hloita, aud being thus out-manoeuvred, to 
push fonvard for Celerico and Guarda, As 
tlie utmost speed was necessary with such a 
pursuer, he was compelled again to destroy 
' more baggage, ammmution, and stores, as 
also all his guns that could not he well 
i liorsed j and to abandon his foraging parties 
, tliat had been sent towards the Mondego, 
I of wdiom above eight hundred were inter- 
^ cepted and taken prisoners on tlieir retui-n 
to the Alva. 

As tlie allied army Iiad again ontmarched 
^ its supplies, it was compelled to halt till 
1 those that had been sent round from Lisbon 
, to Coimbra should arrive. This halt was 
j absolutely imavoidable; food of no kind 
was to he found in the conntry, the enemy 
Iiavdng devastated it on both flanks of liis 
march, and every day's march increased 
the distance from the magazines on the 
Tagus and those which had been conveyed 
to Coimbra, thereby rendering the supply of 
; the troops more difficult and precarious. 
.But the case was not so with the French. 
IVheo they left Santarem each man ^ras 
provided with bread for fifteen days' march* 
They also collected large supplies by pillage, 
in the course of their march, and were aided 
more by the treachery of the renegade lii- 
dalgos, and the faction of the patriarch and 
• JVcilmffivn Dt/ipaic/ws. 
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Souza; for that faction not only neglected 
to supply their own countrymen with food, 
but tlmir agents were discovered to have 
placed large supplies at Coimbra and on the 
A Eva, within reach of the enemy at most 
critical moments* 

The pursuit of the enemy towards Celcrico i 
w’as, liowever, prosecuted hj the commander- 
in-chief at the head of the cayalry aud the 
light troops, supported by the sixth and 
third dirisions, and the militia, under Trant | 
and Wilson, on the riglit of the Jlmidcgo, 
Here above one Imndred prisoners were 
taken, and about the same number of the 
fugitives slain* 

Massena had now taken post at Guarda, 
a town situated on the summit of a steep 
hill, forming part of the Estrella range* In 
this strong position he hoped to be able to 
maintain himself until he could by a coun¬ 
ter marcli to the Elga, through Subugal and 
Peua Ma 9 or, establish his communications 
with Soult across the Tagus, and with tlie 
intrusive king, Joseph Buonaparte, by the : 
valley of that river* But on the morning i 
of the 39t!i he found Iris dream of security 
dispelled. Five columns of attack, consist¬ 
ing of three divisions of infantry and two 
regiments of cavalry, supported on the wings 
by the fifth division and the Portuguese 
militia under Trant and Wilson, and in the 
centre by the fifth aud seventh divisions, were 
seen simultaneously ascending by as many 
routes, tlie Guarda mountain, in the form of 
a semicircle, aud all converging to one given 
point on the citadel, and at the same time 
overlapping botli of the enemy's flanks. At 
tJie apparition of tlie attacking coluinns, the * 
enemy, in the greatest hurry and confusion, 
abandoned this almost impregnable position, 
and fleeing with the utmost precipitation, he , 
did not halt until he had placed t!m Uoa 
between himself and his pursuers* Several 
brigades were nearly cut off, and baggage, 
ammunition aud stores, as well as a portion 
of the property of which the Portuguese had 
been robbed, fell into the hands of the pur- 
stiers. The light division regaled themselves 
with the provisions, which were in a state of 
preparation on the fires of the enem y^s bivouac. 

Still follow'cd and harassed by his un- 
weariedly active pursuer, whose vigilance 
and activity allowed him no rest, and whose 
sagacity seemed to divine his plans at the , 
very first movement he made to put tliem into 
cxeciition, he was obliged to seek safety in 
constant flight. In his retreat to Subugal, 

I his pursuer was quickly upon his track; and. 
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—althoagli Masscna had tuhcn up a strong 
position, the ground being admirably cab 
culated for defence, and npproaeliable only 
by its left, the river Coa, which makes a 
considerable elbow near Snbugalj covering 
two sides of the triangular position, and its 
banks being very steep and nigged tlii’ough- 
out its course—^IVeltington quickly dislodged 
him from Ins strongboUb 

Here the French marshal determined to 
make a last effort to maintain his hold of 
Portugal, and avoid the disgrace of being 
foiled by his adversary^ whom, in his boast¬ 
ful and bombastic proclamation, he had 
threatened to drive into the sea in less than 
three months from the time of his invasion 
of Portugal* Ilis head-quarters were at 
Alfayates * liis left, consisting of the second 
eor|is, had one flank upon a height imme¬ 
diately above the bridge and town of Subii- 
gal, and tlie other extended along the road 
to Alfayates as fai* as a lofty ridge, which 
commanded all the approaches to Subugal 
from the fords of the Coa above the town* 
The sixth corps was at Hoveria, and com¬ 
municated with the second hy Rendo* The 
riglit wing was at Ponte Sequeiras* The 
eighth corps was under the immediate com¬ 
mand of Massena at Alfayates, 

On the Ist of April, the English ai^my 
was concentrated on the right bank of the 
Coa; and at break of day of the 3rd was in 
motion to drive the enemy from liis posi¬ 
tion* It was the object of the English 
commandcr-tu-cliiof to cut off the sixth 
corps at Roveria before it could^ be suc¬ 
coured. For this purpose his dispositions 
of attack were that diflerent dirisions should 
simidtaheously pass the Coa at three several 
fords, and hy the bridge at Subugal, and 
attack the enemy in front, flank, and rear, 
at the same moment* The cavalry, which 
formed the extreme right of the* British 
position, was directed to ford the Upper 
Coa; the light division a little lower down 
above Subugal; the third still lower; and 
the fifth with the artillery, by the bridge at 
Subugal, all to converge on the position of 
the sixth corps. The first and the seventh 
were kept as a reserve, and the sixth to 
observe the corps at Roveria. But this 
well-concerted plan was marred in its exe¬ 
cution by the untowardness of the weather 
and the unskilfulness of the commander 
(Erskine) of tlie light division, who, the au¬ 
thor of T!m War in ihe Penimula says, did 
not put the columns in a right direction; 
nor were the brigades held together; and 
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he caiTied off the cavah 7 /^ The itntow'ard- 
ness of the w^eather consisted in the morn¬ 
ing breaking in a mist and fog* wdiicli soon 
turned to a dark heavy rain, making it im¬ 
possible for the troops to gain their respective 
posts of attack with that simnltaneons regu¬ 
larity which is essentinl to decisive success, 

Beckwith’s brigade, consisting of the ^ 
4flrd, four companies of the 95th, and three 
companies of the 3rd cacadores, first forded 
the river, and, by some unaccountable mis¬ 
calculation of Erskine, was ordered to attack 
before the other colurons had advanced far 
enough to their respective battle stations to 
support him. By that injudicious order 
the little band was nuconsciously advancing 
against more than 13,(’K)0 infantry, sup¬ 
ported by cavalry and artillery. 

No sooner had the rifles driven in the 
enemy’s pickets, and readied the top of tlie 
lull, than they were forced back upon the 
13rd by overwhelming numbers; and at the 
same moment, the fog clearing off, exhibited 
to Beckwith the magnitude of his periL | 
But he resolved to meet it* Heading a 
fierce charge, he beat back the enemy, and 
gained the summit of the hill, when be was 
attacked in front and flank by fresh troops, 
supported by cavalry, while the fire of two 
glim at musket range poured in a deadly 
discharge of grape-shot on his little baud; 
and at the same time the fire of the French 
musketry was increasing to a perfect storm 
of bullets. To protect himself he posted 
his men in a small stone enclosuj'e, which 
was fortunately at liand, where he main¬ 
tained til© unequal combat, and repelled all 
the assaults of the enemy till tlic 52nd ad¬ 
vanced to his aid. The French now began 
to fall fast* A howitxer was taken from 
them, and the English skirmishers of the 
52nd falling back on the main body of 
the regiment, the whole of the men instantly 
forming line behind a stone wall, overthrew 
with their rolling fire evenrthing that ven¬ 
tured to attack them. 

Regnier at length, perceiving the insuffi* j 
cicncy of his partial attacks, advanced a 
column of 6,000 men, supported by cavalry 
and artillery; but captain Hopkins, ivith a 
company of the 52nd, seizing a small emi- , 
ncnce, commanding the ascent by whieli the j 
enemy was advancing, vrith two volleys 
throwing them into confusion, immediately 
charged them with tlio bayonet* At the 
same crisis, the leading brigade, under gene¬ 
ral Colville, of the third division, issuing out 
of the woods on the enemy’s right, opened a 
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destfuctive lire on that flank ; wliile tlie 5tlij 
having carried the hridge, was ascending the 
heights on the same flank ; and at the same 
moment the cavaliy was advancing on the 
high ground on the left of the enemy, 
llegnierj finding himself nearly surronndedj 
availing himself of a violent storm of hail^ 

1 which prevented the armies from seeing each 
other for a time, retreated rapidly on Kendo, 

, wlierc, being joined by the sixth corps, he 
' fell back upon Alfayates. Besides leaving 
the field of battle in possession of the victors, 
he lost about 1,500 men, of whom above 
300 were taken prisoners. The loss of the 
allied army scarcely amounted to 200 men. 
The great loss of the Krench in killed and 
woniidcd, was occasioned in their endeavours 
to recapture the howitzer, which, on the ter¬ 
mination of the hattlc, stood on tiie brow of 
the hill, guarded by Death itself, every brave 
soldier who had attempted its rescue having 
fallen a victim to the unerring fire of his 
opponents. Had Slade pursued ^dgorously 
with the cavalry, the retreat of the enemy 
W'ould have been disastrous. To remedy his 
insufficiency, the light division was detached 
in the route of Vahlespena, to feel for the 
enemy on the side of the passes leading on 
Coria* On this eventful day, individual 
courage had served to equalise the fearful 
disparity of numbers, and the result was 
proportionate. Though the whole aftairhad 
not occupied an liour, the loss of the enemy 
exceeded 1,000 men, while that of the allies 

1 amounted scarcely to 200. Its approbation 
j by the Biiglish general was commensui'atc. 

1 In his despatch he says, “ although the opera¬ 
tions of this day irere, by unavoidable acci¬ 
dents, not peribrmed in the manner I in¬ 
tended they should be, I consider the action 
that was fought by the light dirision, by 
colonel Beck withes brigade chiefly, with the 
whole of the second corps, to be one of the 
most glorious that British ti*oopa were ever 
engaged in/^ Or, as he afterwards observed 
in a. lighter vein, in a private letter, " we 
have given the French a haudsome dressing, 
and I think they will not again say that we 
ai'e not a manoeuvring army. We may not 

1 manoeuvre so beautifully as they do, but I i 
do not desire better sport than to meet one 
of their columns en masse with our lines. 
The poor second corps received a terrible 
threshing from the 43rd and the 52nd on 
the 3rd.^^ 

During the night that followed the com¬ 
bat of Subugalj Massena continued his re¬ 
treat, and on the 5th of April crossed the 

* 

frontier of Spain, having in the various , 
combats sustained a severe loss in killed and 
wounded, and near 3,000 prisoners. Wel¬ 
lington now stood victorious ou the confines 
of Portugal, having achieved that which to 
some seemed "incredibly rash and vain even 
to attempt,^' and proved tliat there was one 
" whose consummate genius and compre¬ 
hensive plans could overwhelm ^^apoleou 
and his generals/^ and that though a 
“ /iomme iorne/^ "a man of confined ideas 
and the plodding pupil of the old system/' 
as Napoleon and his fellow-scribes of the 
imperial press denominated him, that “ his 
happy blunders and hair-breadth escapes,'^ 
as they termed them, jouldfoil and frustrate 

the mighty projects of the master-mind of 
Napoleon, at the touch of whose hand the 
militaiy power of England, and the reputa¬ 
tion of her generals,'^ was " to be dissipated 
and vanish as a mist before the sun/^ 

But sneers and taunts, defamation and 
calnmuy, respecting tbe military character 
of England, and the skill of her generals, 
were not confined to the Frencli press ; the 
factious (or, in more correct terms, the uu- 
English and unnatural) journalist;s of Eng¬ 
land were busy in lauding the French 
general's military talcnta. To disparage tlic 
exploits of their gloriona couotiynmn, and 
exult the generalship of his antagonist, they 
said that " ilassena had the credit of para¬ 
lyzing tlie superior forces of lord Welling¬ 
ton until he could bid defiance to their 
utmost efforts/' and, adoptijig the French¬ 
man's subterfuge to give a false colouring 
to his flight, they described the retreat from 
the Zezere to the Agueda as "a mauceiuTC 
of Massena to lead the English from their 
resources, and to approach his own sup¬ 
plies.'' 

All Wellington's masterly plans and com¬ 
binations, by which, with au inferior force, 
lie had manoeuvred his adversary out of 
every position he had attempted to defend, 
all of which were with dillicalty assailable 
by any superiority of numbers (for the 1 
country aflbrded many advantageous posi¬ 
tions to a retreating army), were said by 
the chief organ of the party, who, from 
interested and corrupt motives, felt dispo^d 
to calumniate the reputation of the English 
general, and depreciate the military cha¬ 
racter of tiieir countiy, to be "'the raove- 
Hients of an idle game, which would be 
disconcerted at the touch of the master 
hand who ruled the destinies of Em^ope; 
that it was insanity itself, and deceiving the 
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iiatioDj to assert that any British army 
could ultimately succeed in arresting the 
lirogressof Napoleon's arms, and preventing 
the accoraplishment of Ills giganticviews/' In 
another of the calumniating publications they 
accused him of havings in the noble prose¬ 
cution of his nieasures, lapsed into unjus- 
tifiahle want of iiiteUigence and erroneous 
judgment/' Among the alarmists and 
despondents of the times, lord Holland was 
eminently couspicuons for Ms prophetic 
spirit respecting tlie result of his illustrious 
feUow-countryman's exertions for the salva¬ 
tion of the freedom of Europe, His precise 
words were—--^That he believed the penin* 
sula miglit be rescneiJ, if some great master 
spirit in the ait of war slioiild arise, whose 
mighty genius and comprehensive plans 
would overwliclin Napoleon and his gene* 
rals; but he regretted, that at the com- 
raencement of the year 1811, he saw no 
prospect of any genius of that sort arising 
amongst his countrymen/' Unfortunately 
for the credit of the sagacious seer, the 
refutation of Ids calumny, was on its passage 
to England while he was giving birth to 
his twaddle. The just and generous rebuke 
whicli M, Thiers, in his Hhtory of the Con¬ 
sulate and the Empire^ gives those prophetic 
worthies, the scribes of tlie press, and the 
members of the senate, for their unworthy 
and unnatural slander of the military charac¬ 
ter of their country, reflects equal honour 
on his candour as a man and his credit as 
au historian. 

The only French force that now remained 
in Portugal was the garrison of Almeida, 
and a brigade of the ninth corps, which was 
employed in covering the march of tlie 
battering train from Almeida to Ciudad 
Bodrlgo, To intercept this last-mentioned 
force, ten squadrons of cavalry, and a troop 
of horse-artillery were despatched under the 
command of sir William Erskine, whom we 
have already seen not competent to the 
trust confided to him; and on their attack¬ 
ing the enemy near Fort Conception, he 
rapidly formed Iris force into squares, and 
bravely retreated over the plain, without 
sustaining any loss from Ida incompetent 
opponent, 

Massena had invaded Portugal with one 
of the finest armies that ever had been mar¬ 
shalled under the standard of France, and 
was supplied with every description of war¬ 
like muniment necessary for the under¬ 
taking, He had been re-enforced while at 
Santurciu with 10,000 men under Drouet, 

188 


[a,d, 18 JP 


land with 9,000 convalescents, &c,, during 
! bis retreat, Bel mas says, that when lie rc- 
crossed the frontiers, he “ could hardly num¬ 
ber 35,000 broken and dispirited troops/'* 
And all this waste of human life had served 
no other end, tlian to fix an eternal blot of 
dishonour on the escutcheon of France— 
an imperishable disgrace to the French 
people^ hotli as men and soldiers. The 
name of the French chief was not only 
infamous for his ruthless cruelties aiirl 
wanton barbarity, but was equally con¬ 
spicuous for the w^ant of good faith. So 
absolutely incapable was he of honourable 
and soldierly feeling, that the English com¬ 
mander-in-chief declared, that he could not 
even treat with him for an exchange of 
prisoners; and wlieu earnestly entreated to 
do so by his friends, liis reply was—He 
(Massena) executed with so little good faith 
the only agreement for an exchange that I 
ever made with liini, that it is impossible to 
propose another to get out of his hands the 
fcw prisoners he may have," How deeply 
be felt and resented the dishononrable con¬ 
duct of the I^rench marshal appears also 
from the following reply to Marmont when 
he succeeded jMassena in the command of 
the French army :— 

^^Au Quartier General de FArraee, Anglaise, 
Ce 25 Mai, 1811. 

Monsieur le Marechal, —Jen'ai reju 
que le 22me la lettre qne votro excellence 
m'a fait Fhonneiir de ii/adresser le IGme dc 
ce mois; etj'ai tarde d'y envoyer une re- 
ponse jusqnh\ ce que j'aie pu savoir si Id 
colonel La IMotte etait toujoui’s k Celcrico, 
on on I'arait envoyer, Je suis fAelie de vous 
faire savoir qi/il etait deja parti pour Lis- 
bonne, mais si vous voulcis avoir la bonte 
d'euvoyer Monsieur le lieutenant-colonel 
Hill anx avant-postea de I'armee, j'auraisoin 
que Monsieur la colonel Motte soit tout de 
suite renvoye a Tarm^e Francaise, 

Peu de jours apres que M. le Prince d'Ess- 
ling eut prls le commandement de I'armee 
qui est a present sous les ordres de votre 
excellence, je liii avals propose que lea 
chirurgiens et Ics officiers des autres departe- 
raens cirila lies arniees fassent constderes 
commes non-combattaiis, et que s'ils etaient 
pris, ils scraient renclus des dcLix edtea. 
Mais son excellence iie m'a doniie aucunc 
t;eponse sur cette proposition, inalgre quelle 
fait accompagn^e par PofFre de snrrendre 
quelquea officiers de sante de I'armee Fran- 
eaisD qui avaiciit ete pris, Apres, quand 
• Jbuniat dss Sieges. 








































1 

! 

1 

■ 

i 

A.D. 1811.] DUKE OF WELLINGTON. [FUEXcn atrocities. 

tout ^ambulance cle Farra^e Prancaise fait by a barbarity seldom equalled, and never 
prise it Coimbra, son excellence m^a propose surpassed/'^ Nor ^ras tbe English com- 
quo les officiers de sant^ seraieiit censes non- inander-iii-chief singular in this opinion, 
combatants, et qiie les non-combatants serai- Numerous other authorities might be 
ent rendns de part et dbiutre. Mais e'etait readily cited. ^^IIa\dng paid the tribute 
alors trop tard ; cars dans !e temps qni etait of praise wbicli is due to marshal Massena,” 
passes, depuis que je liii fis la memo proposi- says colonel Jones, ^'as a general, it is but 
^tion, j^avais re^u la copie des pieces dhine proper to notice his conduct as a man, and 
negociatioii entre Ics gouvernemens Anglais to endeavour to hold him up to the exccra- 
et Prancaise pour Fechange des prisoniiiers tion of his feliow-mcn, by stating, as an ' 
dc gueiTe, par lesquellcs j"ai vu que Ics non- eye-witness, that the inhuman cruelties 
combatans dc toute espece, des voyageiirs, > wdiich marked every step of Iiis retreat, 
des inarchands qui suivaieut lenrs affaires, rank him as one of the greatest monsters 
des personnes qui n^avaieut rieii u faire avec that ever disgraced the human form/^ 
la guerre, detenus cu Prance qnand elle a The deplorable scenes of havoc and de- 
malheureiisement commencee, etaient censes vastation—the terrible spectacles of blood- i 
prisonniers de guerre, et devaient itre shed and cruelty continually before our 
changes comme tels en cartel, pour des eyes/^ says one of the pui^suers, arc such, 
officiers et des soldats de Farmee Fran- that to see the coimtiy is to weep for tlie 
eaise. horrors of war, and enough to make one's 

11 iFest plus done dans mon pouvoir de blood curdle in one^s veins to think that , 
mettre en liberie quelque prisonnicr qne ee man can inflict so demoniac deeds on his 
soit, comme non-combatans; et jeleregrette fellow-men.” Nothing,says General 

d'autaut plus, que jhiuvais eu Ic plus grande Picton, in a letter addressed to colonel 
plaisir il me rendre an desirs de voire excel- Pleydel,^ dated the 24tli of March, 1811, 
leiicc en faveur dc Monsieur le sons-inspec- and published in bis Life by the late Tiieo- 
teur ville sur Ancc. dore Hook, can exceed the devastation 

Jc Fhonneur d^Stre, &c., and cruelties committed by the enemy 

Wellington.” during the whole course of the retreat; , , 
LeMavcchalMarmont, due de Eaguse.” setting Arc to all the villages, and murder- ^ 

And the liberation of Portugal was not ing all tbe peasantiy for leagues on each ' 

the only good accomplished by the expul- flank cf bis colnins. Their atrocities have 
si on of Massenaand his horde of marauders, been such and so numerous, that the name 
Prom it originated that point of reaction in of Prcnchman must be execrated lierc for 
the career of French conquests from which ages.” Even the author of Th^ IHstoTy of 
all the subsequent reverses of “the common the Wur in the Femmitla says—Every 
enemy of the Imman race” may be dated,^ bori'or that could make wm* hideous at¬ 
ari d the emancipation of Europe from liis tended that dreadful march. Distress, con- 
galling and ignominious yoke eflected. It flagration, death in all modes. On every 
shook the belief and stupid hallucination of side unlimited violence, imlimited ven- 
the continental nations of Europe, and the geance.” In a word, the wliole line of 
alarmists and factious of our own country retreat w^as marked by fire, desolation, and 
in the invincibility of French arms, and blood; and the most ruthless and vindictive 
the mighty and overpowering genius of spirit of revenge by tbe humbled and baf- 
Napoleon;” taught Russia in w^hat spirit of fled foe. In many extensive districts nei- 
constancy his lawless and gigantic power ther a living animal nor an article of sub- 
might be resisted; and awakened the sub- sistence was to be found; and to adopt the 
j ligated nations of Europe to the hope of mock philanthropic lament of the foe when 
deliverance from their thraldom and op- he beheld the wise precaution of his oppo- 
pressiou. nent on liis invasion of the conntrv^ “ near 

At this period of the war, the marauding 2,000 squai^e miles of country were reduced 
spirit of tlie enemy was in its full vigour to the state of a desert.” Not only towns 
and activity. The conduct of the enemy and villages had been pillaged and set on 
during their continuance in Portugal, and ^re, and even churches and hospitals de- 
throiighout the retreat, was one universal stroyed, but the inhabitants wantonly mas- 
scene of outrage and violence. “ Their sacred. In the district of Coimbra alone, 
eonduetj” says the English commander-in- above 8,000 of its inhabitants were massa- 
chief, “ throughout the retreat was marked • WulUngion 
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cred by the cruel and ruthless foe as they 
passed in theh' retreat. And so bitter and 
unappeasable was bis vindictive spirit of 
revenge, that he shot by the wayside the 
inhabitants of Miranda de Corvo whom he 
I had compelled to accompany him as guides, 
when their services were no longer required, 

I Along the wliole line of tlieir retreat, the 
. peasants were to be seen banging on the 
trees by the roadside, blackened in the siiu. 
The priests were impaled by tlie throat on 
the sliarpcned branches of the trees, as an 
I indication of the rancour and revenge of tlie 
baffled foe for their exhorting tlieir coun¬ 
trymen to resistance. Even in the towns 
which had been tlie head-quarters of some 
of the corps for four months, namely, Torres 
Nova, Thomar, Leyria, &c., and in which 
the inhabitants had been induced by pro¬ 
mises of good treatment, and the proclama¬ 
tion of llassena, to remain, had to laineut 
their credulity amidst scenes of plunder, 
violation, blood, and conflagration, and that 
too even on the very night of the enemy’s 
flight. His vengeance and cruelty extended 
even to the brute creation. The horses, 
mulea, asses, and oxen employed in the 
conveyance of Ids artillery, ammunition, i 
and stores, as they became exhausted, were 
hamstrung, and left to perish from famine. 
To those who wish to know the full measure 
of French atrocity and Freneli outrages in 
the conquered countries, we recommend 
the perusal of, a work entitled Galli in His- 
I pania ; seu A^apoleonh RapacUaHs Descrip^ 
lio, Duo Pariesf Romaics Persepoli^ 1814. 
Among many otlier trustworthy publica¬ 
tions, general For' ^ HMojy of ihe Perimsular 
IP 2 r, and M. Tlders’ H-hlorp of th^ Consu¬ 
late ami Empire of France^ contain some 
just and ivm acknowledgments on the same 
subject I and form a striking contrast to 
some works published by our own country¬ 
men, which are either studiously silent on 
the subject, or attempt to cast a veil over 
those hideously criminal acts. 

As a relief from the above disgusting de¬ 
tail of French ferocious atrocities, it is Imt 
right to say, that no doubt a large and gal¬ 
lant proportion of the French army, both 
officers and privates, viewed with abhorrence 
and contempt the acts of ruffians wdio dis- 
graced the name of soldier, though those 
acts were approved and sanctioned, audi 
even commanded by orders from head¬ 
quarters- 

On the riddance of the soil of Portugal 
from Massena and his Gallic horde, the 
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English general caused the following pro¬ 
clamation to be published 

“ Proclamation. 

‘aOth April, 1811. 

The Portuguese nation are informed 
that the cruel enemy who had invaded 
Portugal, and had devastated their country, 
have been obliged to evacuate it, after sui-' 
fering great losses, and have retired across 
the Agueda. The inhabitants of the coun¬ 
try are therefore at liberty to return to their 
occupations. 

The marshal-general refers them to the 
proclamation which he addressed to them 
in August last, a copy of which will accom¬ 
pany this proclamation. 

Tlie Portuguese nation now know by 
ex}>erience tliat the marshal-general was not 
mistaken either in the nature or the amount 
of the evil with which they were threatened, 
or respecting the only remedies to avoid it, 
vk., decided and determined resistance, or 
removal and tlie concealment of ail pro¬ 
perty, and everything whicli could lead to 
tlie subsistence of the enemy, or to facilitate 
ills progress. 

Nearly four years have now elapsed 
since the tyrant of Europe invaded Portu¬ 
gal witli a powerful army. The cause of 
this invasion was not self-defence; it was 
not to seek revenge for insults oflbred, or 
injuries done by the benevolent sovereign of 
this kingdom; it was not even the ambi¬ 
tions desire of augmenting his own political 
[50wer; as the Portuguese govcrnineiit had, ' 
without resistance, yielded to all the de¬ 
mands of the tyrant; but the object was 
the insatiable desire of plunder, the wish to 
disturb the tranquillity, and to enjoy the 
riclies of a people who had passed nearly 
half a century in peace. 

Tlic same desire occasioned the inva¬ 
sion of the northern provinces of Portugal 
in 1809, and the same wish for plunder the 
invasion of 1810, now happily defeated; and 
the marshal-general appeals to the experience 
of those wdio have been w^itnesses of the con¬ 
duct of the French army during these three 
invasions, whether confiscation, plunder, and 
outrage, are not the sole objects of tlieir I 
attention, from the general down to the I 
soldier. 

Those countries which have submitted 
to the tyranny liave not been better treated 
than those which have resisted. The in¬ 
habitants have lost all their possessions, 
their families have been dhlionoiu'ed, their 
religion destroyed; and, above aU, they 
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have deprived themselves of the honour of 
that manly resistance to the oppressor of 
ivhich the people of Portugal have given so 
signal and so successfal an example. 

The marshal-generah howetcrj con¬ 
siders it bis duty, in anuouncing the intel¬ 
ligence of the result of tlic last invasion, to 
warn the people of Portugal, that although 
the danger is removed, it is not entirely 
gone by. They have something to lose, and 
the tjwaiit will endeavour to plunder them: 
they are happy under the mild government 
of a beneficent sovereign j and he will en¬ 
deavour to destroy tlieir happiness: they 
have successfully resisted him, and he will 
endeavour to force them to submit to fiis 
iron yoke. They should he unremitting 
ill tlieir preparations for decided and steady 
resistance; those capable of bearing arms 
should learn the use of them ; or tliose 
whose age or sex renders them unfit to bear 
arms, should fix upon places of security and 
concealment, and should make all the 
arrangements for their easy removal to 
them wdien the moment of danger shall 
approach. Valuable property, which tempts 
the avarice of tlie tyrant and his followers, 
fthnnlfl ho carefully buried beforehand, 
each individual concealing his own, and 
thus not trusting to the weakness of others 
to keep a secret in which they may not be 
interesteik 

Measures should bo taken to conceal 
or destroy provisions which cannot be re¬ 
moved, and everything that can tend to 
facilitate the enemyprogress; for this 
may be depended on, that the enemy^s 
troojjs seize ou everything, and leave no- 
thiiJg for tlie owner. 

By these measures, whatever may be the 
superiority of numbers with which the de¬ 
sire of pluiider and of revenge may induce, 
and lus power may enable, the tyrant again 
to invade this country, the result will he 
certain; and the independence of Portugal, 
and the happiness of its inhabitants, will he 
finally established to their eternal honour. 

Wellinuton/’ 

The English general having, by his con¬ 
summate atratagetic plans and combinations, 
Iiaffled his opponent, and proved to liiin that 
he w^as too powerful for resistance, disposed 
his army in cantonments between the Coa 
and tlie Agiieda, and established his head¬ 
quarters at Villa Formosa, Two causes pre-' 
vented him fi'ooi continuing tlie pursuit of 
bis baffled and hnmbleil foe, and taking a 
position beyond the Agueda. First, the 


deplorable condition of the Portuguese 
forces, their destitution being so great that 
daily desertion took place from their ranks; 
and, secondly, to restore the equipments 
and reorganization of the troops, which the i | 
rapidity of the pursuit had greatly dis¬ 
arranged. Almeida ivas blockaded, it not 
being possible to undertake its siege for 
want of battering artillery, and the requisite , 
siege stores; so apathetically indifferent 
were the authorities at home, and the Portu¬ 
guese government, to tlie interests of the 
army, and tlie successful issue of the war. 
Lord Liverpool, quailing under the heart¬ 
less and insidious clamour of the Whig fac¬ 
tion in pai'liament for economy, even re¬ 
quired the return of many battalions to 
England, to Join the misjudged and calami¬ 
tous expedition to Walcheren, So limited 
and short-sighted were the views of the 
timid and inefficient cabinet of the day! 

The English general being relieved from 
an immediate surprise on the frontier of 
Beira, suiTendered the command of the 
army to sir Brent Spencer, and proceeded 
to the Alemtejo to arrange measures with 
Beresford for the recovery of Badajos, the 
disgraceful surrender of wliich fortress had 
occasioned him much disappointment. ' 

The episodical military operations of this 
campaign were the expedition, under general 
lord Blaney, to the southern coast of Spain, 
and the battle of BaiTossa. 

The object of the expedition under Blaney 
was to make a feint attack ou a clep6t of 
artillery and stores collected in the castle of 
Enengirola, distant about twenty miles west 
of SLilaga, in the liope that Sebastiaiii 
would hasten from that city to the reUef of 
the castle; and, in the event of his doing 
so, Blaney^s instructions were to re-embark 
his force, and attempt the surprise of 
Malaga. The expedition sailed early in 
October, 1810, for the purpose; and con¬ 
sisted of a battalion of the 89th, a corps of 
Italian and German deserters from the 
French army, and the Spanish regiment of 
Toledo, drawn from the garrison of Ceuta; 
iu all about fifteen hundred men^ Sebastiani 
gaining iiitelligence of the design, advanced 
to the relief of the place. Blaney, strangely 
mistaking his advanced guard for Spanish 
troops coming to his assistance, was cap¬ 
tured, w'ith two hundred of his men; and 
the whole detachment would have been 
taken prisoners had not the Rodney, with 
the 82nd regiment on board, hove in sight 
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at tlie critical moment; ivlieii the flank 
companies of that regiment being dis- 
embarkedj checked the euemvj and enabled 
the remainder of Blaney's force to regain 
their shipping* The ultimate of this untoward 
affair wasj that Blaney acted with but little 
skill and prudence tlirongh the affair* He 
fruitlessly occupied himself for two days in 
attempting to batter the place with a few 
twelve-pounders; instead of which foolish 
actj he should have re-embarked his forecj 
as it was morally certain that the enemy 
wouldj in the course of that time, obtain 
intelligence of his presence; and therefore 
tlie attempt at surprise would be rendered 
nugatory* Hut Blaney^s tarriance until his 
adversary was prepai'cd for him, formed a 
contrast to sir John Murrayrapidity of 
movement on the north coast of Spain some 
I time afterwards, who was in so great a 
I hurry to get out of SuclieFs way, that he 
• left all his baggage heliind him. Or the 
I funny freak of the same gen tleni an^—he who 
was afraid of being pushed into the Douro/^ 
at the passage of that river—^vdien he aban¬ 
doned “the time-honoured battering train 
of Badajos'^ to the same “fearful French¬ 
man/^ from a supposition that ii was 7iot 
wo?*ih crn'Tying away^ as other cannon could 
be manu/acittred.^^ 

The battle of Barrossa originated out of 
the following transaetioii: — The French 
liaving forced the extraordinaiily strong 
jiass of the Sierra Morena, and overrun 
I Andalusia, quickly advanced from Seville 
on Cadiz Eaily in February, 1811, Victor 

j reached that city just in time to see the 
ti'oops of Albuquerque {who had, by forced 
j marches, traversed the distance of 260 miles 
I ill nine days, and thus opportunely saved 
that city from the grasp of the enemy) on 
I the walls, and manning the works of the 
isle of Leon, Soult soon arrived to direct, 
in person, the operations of the siege. For 
that purpose, a line of eontravallatiou was 
! formed ai'ound the bay, from San Lucar to 
Cliiclana; to the extent of twenty-five miles. 
The line was corapoaed of three grand posi¬ 
tions at Chichma, Puerto Real, and Santa 
Maria, strongly fortified and connected by 
intrenched camps, which cut off all commu- 

• C’adiz, which is the gieat arsenal cf Spain, and 
the principal rendezvous jof the Spanish navy, and, 
until the defection of the South iiUnericati colonies, 
was the great emporium of Ihe commerce of that 
region of the earth, k situated on a ledge of rocks 
placed at the extremity of a narrow tongue of land, 
projecting live niiiea nortli-nortli-west from the Isle 
of Leon,—IVInch island is separated from the main- 
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nication with, the country. His conduct 
here even surpassed his savage cruelties in 
Portugal, There, besides tlie most un¬ 
bounded plunder and rapacity, he caused all 
persons suspected of holding commuiiication 
with the English colonel, Trant, or the Por¬ 
tuguese general, Silviera, to he hung from 
the trees along the road^side j and not only 
left them hanging tiierc, but forbade them 
to be buriecL A party of militia, under 
the command of a lieutcoant-colonel, liaving 
surprised a chef d^escadron near the rillage 
of Arrifaiia, and slain him ami three of his 
escort, Soult ordered general Thomiercs to 
seize twenty of the inliabitants, and having 
tied them back to back, to slioot them in 
the presence of the wdiole village, and then 
to s^t Are to it. 

For the defence of the place, lord Wel¬ 
lington detached general sir William Stewaid, 
with 2,000 men fi*om Lisbon; and the gov¬ 
ernor of Gibraltar sent one thousand more 
for th c sam e pii rp ose * The En gl i sli gen era 1, 
immediately on his arrival, prepared to re¬ 
store and reocciipy the insulated outwork 
of Fort Matagorda, which, with the Troc- 
cadero, though both important posts, had 
beeu abandoned and dismantled by tlieir 
timid and ignorant defenders* The former 
is an insulated outwork, situated on a rocky 
islet, a short distance from the Troccadero, 
and^ about 4,000 yards distant from Cadiz. 

For the rc-posscssion of that post, 150 
men, consisting partly of soldiers and sailors, 
pushed, under the command of captain Mac 
Lean, of the 91th, on the night of the 22ml 
of February, across the channel, during a 
storm, and, taking possession of it, made a 
lofigmcnt. As tljc operations of the little 
garrison, with their seven guns, interrupted 
the pragiTss of the cnemy^s works for near 
two montlis, the fire of fifty pieces of 
lieaiy ordnance was now concentrated on it. 
After the iron tempest had raged thirty 
liom^s, the fort being reduced to a mere 
pile of ruins, ami above half of its gallant 
garrison down; the sumvors were, on the 
night of the 22nd of April, wdthdrawn, 
bearing with them the colours, which had 
been six times shot away and as often 
re-hoisted, amidst the cheers of tlir brave i 

land by the river Saute Pelij,—and Ima two of its 
sides washed by^the sea, the right one looking on 
the harbour. The isle covers the fortress and the 
liaibour, w hich is a vast bason of from ten to twelve 
leagues in circumference. The strongholds of the 
Troccadero and Matagorda, and the three other i 
forts of St. Sebastian, St. Catherine, and Louis, de¬ 
fend the bay* | 
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])And that had so gloriously defended them. 
At tlie same time the works of the fort were 
blown up. By their heroic defence of this 
little postj this little band of heroes had hot 
only prevented, by their persevering gal¬ 
lantry, any attack being made on other 
quarters of the panic-stricken city, but even¬ 
tually proved its salvation. 

While the crashing flight of metal was 
playing on the devoted garrison from the 
guns aiid mortars, the follomng display of 
female heroism took place. A serjeant^s 
wife obsemng a drummer-boy hesitating, 
in consequence of the terrible showier of 
shot and shell which was falling, to fetch 
\rater from the well of the fort, took tlie 
bucket from him ,' and though a shot cut 
the cord of the backet short from her hand, 
she recovered the vessel, and returned to 
her quarters with the water. Another me¬ 
morable occurrence took place at the siege 
of this fort. When the retention of the 
place was no longer possible, major Lefevi’e, 
of the engineers, canied the order to the 
governor to wdthdravr the garrison. When 
the whole garrison had descended the ladder, 
a point of etiquette ai’ose between the major 
and captain Maclean, who should quit the 

* The presence of the gallant 28th, in the memora¬ 
ble battle of Baro&sa, presents a favourable opportu¬ 
nity^ of Introducing to the reader's notice the sou- 
hn^uets, or nick-naineg, of certain distinguisbed 
regiments, j of which distinctions those regiments 
are proud and tenacious. The 28th of the line enjoys 
a distinction which no other regiment in the service, 
perhaps in any service in the w orld, possesses :—viz., 
the privilege of wemring a badge on the buck as ivell 
as on the front of their shakos; being thus doubly 
decorated, both piospectively and rerrospectiveJy^, or 
as their mates mid brothers-in-arms of the aqim- 
iMHidii profession would phrase it, “fore and afL” 
This distinction that gallant corps obtained for their 
conduct in the battle under the walls of Alexandria, 
Egypt, w'here, under the command of sir Edw^ard 
Pagel, they performed the prompt and decisive 
manoeuvre of facing the rear-rank to the riglit about | 
thus repulsing, when attacked in front by a for¬ 
midable force of infantry^, and assailed at the same 
moment by a body of cavalry in the rear, while 
pcsted in a ruined and open intrenchment^ For this 
ex pioitt the slashers,” as the regiment was after¬ 
wards famiUarly termed in military parlance, acquired 
the emblem of the double decoration. Other regi- 
inents, as well as the 28th, have their cognomens, 
and have similar or equal clislinction, obtained for 
fiome particular conduct displayed in a course of 
honourable service. But as qualifications of the 
kind are too numerous in the British army, when 
properly oflicered and properly led, to allow enume¬ 
ration, and too w ell known to require repetition, we 
Ehali confine our statement to the matter of cogno¬ 
mens, nr, as our friends, and when unfortunately 
we are at loggerheads together, truly-galknt enemies, 
on the other side of the water, express themselves, 
VOB. I. 2 c 


I scene of danger last. Captain Maclean 
politely ofiTered the precedence to the major, 
who, while as politely conceding it to the 
commandant, had his head strack off by a 
32-poimder, discharged from the cnemy^s 
batteries. 

The siege of Cadiz still continued. But 
Soult having received dircctiotis from Paris to 
take a strong draught of the army, and hav¬ 
ing laid siege to and captured Oliveuza and 
Badajos, to advance to the relief of Jlasseria 
at Santarem, the prosecution of the siege 
was committed to Victor. As soon as general 
Graham arrived at Cadiz, Avhich was in the 
early part of February, to take the command 
of the English forces then co-operating in 
the defence of that ci ty, he concerted a plan 
with the Spanish general, Lapeua, then gov¬ 
ernor of Cadiz, to surprise the French be¬ 
sieging army nnder marshal Victor; and, 
by driving the French general out of his 
lines, to raise the siege of Cadiz. That 
noble and spirited coneeption lie proposed to 
put into execution by an expedition sailing 
from Cadiz to Tariffa, where it was to be 
Joined by a Spanish force from St. Roque, 
the 28th* English regiment, and the flank 
companies of the 9th and S2ad regiments, 

soubriquet, but which downright, plaiu-speaking 
Bull would, in his lingo, terra nickmmeh oravk 
palaver, &c. Thug the o7th regiment, for thek 
gallant and enduring spirit at the battle of Albuera 
(ivhere only onfe officer was left standing out of 
twenty-four, and ICS privates out of 684), bear the sig¬ 
nificant and honourahie distinction of The Die-hards, 
a title the 27th are as justly entitled to for their eon- 
dtict ut '^V^aterloo, where the principal part of them 
covered with their lifeless bodies the ground upon 
winch they had maintained the honour and glory of 
their counuy. The 87tb, for their capture of the 
I French eagle atBarossa (atask of no easy performance, 
as the French, whenever they were hard pressed, or 
took to their heels, unscrewed their eagles, and pock¬ 
eted them, throwing away the banner sLaif and bit of 
taw’dr)' silk, as a v;aif to their pursuers, and even as 
a ruse de querre for the retardment of the Johnny 
Kaws in the English sendee,) are termed, in the true 
and native phraseology of the Emerald Islanders, 
** Sure arn't they the aigle-ketchers.” The Kojmls. 
from their boasted antiquity (their enrolment dating 
from llie year 1633; being the oldest regiment in 
any European service, except the Austrian regiments, 
the 24th and the 36th of the line, which had heen 
raised the preceding year ; and the Spanish regiment. 
Immemorial del Hep, the date of whose establish- 
meiit is by'ond memory,) are styled Pontim PHaWs 
Guards^ The Queen's, from Uie effigies of the Agnus 
Dei appearing on liieir appointments, and, satirically, 
in allusion to their accompanyingj under the infamous 
colonel Keike, and the no less infamous and savage 
judge Jeffreys, during ” the bloo^ assizes,” Kerkds 
Iambs, The 89tli are christened. The Yo^Hckers, The 
50th, from their black facinga and numerical standing 
in the regiments of the line, w^ere termed The Dirty Half 
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already tliere^ in order that a conabined 
j attack might be made bn the rear of the 
enemy^s lines; while, at the same tiroe, the 
Spanish dirisional general, Zayas, with 
6,000 Spanish troops from the Isle of Leon, 
(which is a narrow tongue of land, of about 
I five miles in length, and at tlie extremity of 
wdiich stands Cadiz,) should, by means of a 
' pontoon bridge thrown across the San Petri 
canal, at its sea-mouth, open a communica¬ 
tion with the assailants. Thus, by taking 
, the enemy by surprise, ii was hoped the 
siege would be raised; but events proved 
liow little the sluggish and arrogant Span¬ 
iard, Lapena, understood of the meaning of 
the word. 

On the 31st of February, 1811, the wea¬ 
ther being favourable, the British contio- 
gent part of the expedition (consisting of 
3,000 men, including 180 German hussars,) 
sailed from Cadiz; but being driven by a 
gale past its port of destination, it landed at 
Algesiras on the 23rd, and on the following 
day marched across the mountains to Tariffa. 
On the 37th, Lapena amved with 7,000 
men, For the sake of conciliatmg the vain 
and arrogant Spaniard, tlie brave old Eng¬ 
lish general, and really accomplished scholar, , 
ceded the command4n-chief to his Spanish 
coadjutor, though he had been counselled 
by that perfect master of the science of war, 
and most successful, aye, and immaculate 
of generals, either ancient or modern, lord 
"Wellington, to retain the chief command; 
but real talent is ever unassuming; and of 

Mundr&dt u soubriquet which their gallant hearing in 
the Peninsula ought to have transformed into one of 
the most honourable that an)' regiment In any ser¬ 
vice has aver acquired. Some regiments have their 
cognomens from the places where they have been 
originally raised; as the 88th, having been raised in 
! Connaught, and the 27th in Enniskillen, axe termed 
Connaiiffht Hanger and The BnniekilUn&rs. Again, 

I regiments are distinguished by the colour of their 
facings, that of their uniform, or that of their horses; 
as —the Pompadanr^i the the O^r^oreJ the 

iSvoteh Gregs, &c. Even mvisions of armies have, 
according to peculiar eircnmstances, been distin¬ 
guished by soubriquets or eognomens. During the 
Peninsular war, the 3rd division, having had a large 
share of the Imrd knocks and other pleasantries of 
wai'fare, was emphatically entitled, The Plighting 2)t- 
vision ; the 4th, from lord Wellington’s mode of ex¬ 
pressing himself, in his despatch respecting their 
oondtict at the battle of Pamplona, The JS7ithmiasts 
the light division, conBisting of “ the matchless sol¬ 
diers^-of the 43rd, the o2nd, and the 95th rides, 
were, on account of their constant employment, and 
fonnlng the advance and rear guards of the army ; 
or being, as the motto of the artillery expresses the 
services of tliat distinguished corjjs—“ ubique” —^ 
tevery where), The War Brigade: and another divi¬ 
sion (we shall avail ourselves, for the sake of courtesy 
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this indubitable axiom of moral philosophy, 
and almost sure criterion for ascertaining" a 
true and correct judgment of the capacity 
and power of the human mind, Graham 
gave a splendid and an instructive example- 

The next day, the allied army passed the 
mountain-ridges that separate the plains of 
St. Roque from those of Medina and Chi- 
clana, at which time they were within four 
leagues of the enemy^s posts of Vejer and 
Casa Vieja. There the army was distributed 
into three divisions; the vanguard under 
Lardizabel; the centre was led by the 
prince of Ajiglona; and Graham com¬ 
manded the reserve, consisting of the Bri¬ 
tish contingent, the 20th Portuguese ca^a- 
dores, the two Spanish regiments of the 
Walloon guards, and Ciudad Real. Tlie 
united cavalry of both nations was under 
the command of Whittingliam, who was 
then in the Spanish service. 

From the first movements of LapeSa, 
Medina Sidonia seemed to be his object; 
but Iiearing that it was fortified, after many 
circuitous and eccentric movements over 
mountains, and tlirough lagunes and by¬ 
roads, he reached, at noon of the 5th of 
March, the Cabeza de Puerco, more fami¬ 
liarly known to the English, in the events 
of the Peninsular War, under the memo¬ 
rable name of The Heights of Barossa^ which 
is a mountain-ridge, about four miles dis¬ 
tant from the Isle of Leon, rising gradually 
from the coast on one side, and on the other 
overlooking a high and broken plain of con- 

ond respect for that gallant corps, of a rhetorical 
figure, leaving the reader the labour of tasking his iu- 
genoity to supply the vacuum), having from acci¬ 
dental circumstances been prevented from being so 
much engaged in the perilous busineas of warfare as 
the other corps, The Immortals, Eegiments and 
divisions in the French army have also their soubri¬ 
quets, and with as just a title to them as any of the 
English regiments, for that nation ia truly a nation 
of warriors: they are born for soldiers, and would he 
invincibk did tliey possess the enduring spirit and 
calm and temperate courage of the En^ish. Thus 
the 4th demi-brigade, and the 57th demi-brigade of 
the line of the arniv of Italy, were styled, 1% Im- 
pduom ; and, 17te ^Terrihk* The column of grena¬ 
diers that formed the advanced guard of the army of 
the western Pyrenees, was surnamed, The InfernaL 
The chasseurs of the imperial guard were styled, The 
Invmcihks; and the 45th of the line, The Immor¬ 
tals, The same practice prevails in most of the ser¬ 
vices of Europe, The entire semes of nations have 
received soubriquets. Thus the English soldiers term 
those of France, Johftng CrapaudSi while the French 
desi^ate the fellow's m red jackets, who were so 
stupid as never to know that they were beaten— les 
Oodams, Our troops in tlie Peninsular w'ar termed 
the Spaniards, Iob CaraJoSj from their terrible swear¬ 
ing, end no less terrible runnings away. 
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siderabie extent^ bounded on the left by 
the coast cliffs, and on the riglit and the 
front by the pine forest of Chiclana, \i“hich 
skirts the plain, and circles round the height 
at some distance, terminating down towards 
San Petri. Beyond this locality, the space 
between the sea and the Almanza creek is 
filled by the narrow ridge of the Eurtneja, 
which is accessible by the sea-shore under 
the cliff, or by the forest of Chiclana. Prior 
to reaching this position, the vain-glorious 
Spaniard, like the heroes of old, as they ai*e 
pourtrayed in the immortal verse of Homer, 
harangued his soldiers with divers specimens 
of Spanish luilitaiy eloquence, to keep their 
courage cheery'^ and up to the mark,* 
While the combined army waa leisurely 


advancing in its rambling round-about pil¬ 
grimage to take the enemy by 
and its leader "sponting^^ to ^'keep its 
courage cheery/^ Victor and Zayas were 
actively employed* The French general 
leaving Ms works garrisoned with 10,000 
chosen troops, took up a position between 
Chiclana and Medina Sidonia, till the move¬ 
ments of the allies should disclose the object 
of their operations, Zayas, in pui’suance of 
his orders, had thrown the bridge across 
the San Petri, and had established there a 
tite du p07it. But as this w^as a post of too 
much consequence to leave unmolested, it 
was attacked in the nights of the 3rd 
and 4th, and Zayas driven back into the 
Isle. 


BATTLE OF BAHOSSA. 


Lapena, on taking up his position on the 
heights of Barossa, detached his vanguard 
under Lardi^abel to open the communica¬ 
tion with Zayas ; hut in effecting the junc¬ 
tion Lurdi^abel suffered great loss, and was 
exposed to imrainent danger. At the same 
time he directed Graham to march through 
the pine wood, and take possession of the 
Burmeja ridge, for the purpose of securing 
the communication of the San Petri; and 
from which it is distant about two miles. 

* Among **the vain-glorious” Lapena^s bobadil 
and bombastic orations, the reader may probably feel 
entertained with the following specimen of Spanish 
military rhetoric;—Soldiers of the Fourth I iThe 
moment for wliicb you have a whole year been long¬ 
ing, has at length arrived | a second time Andalusia 
is to owe to you her liberty, and the laurels of Men- 
gibar and Bay bn wdU revive upon your brows. You 
have lo combat in the sight of the whole nation, aa- 
semhled in its Coites j the government will see your 
deeds } the inhabitants of Cadiz, who have made so 
many sacrifices for you, will be eye-witnesses of your 
heroism; they will lift up their voices in blessings, 
and in acclamations of praise, which yon will hear 
amidst the roar of musketry and cannon* Let us 
go, then, to conquest! My cares are directed to that 
end,” This precious bit of braggadocioism, the reader 
will perceive, is a sorry as well as a mawkish ttavestie 
of Na]>oleon*a spirit-stirring, soul-enti'ancing, though 
inhaled and bombastic, addresses and procramatlons 
to his armies, which were so calculated to dazzle the 
fervid imaginations of warriors—that they shot like 
fire to the heart of the real soldier,”—and to a nation 
like the French, thirsting for military glory, and in¬ 
satiable in its acquisition, produced Uiat frenzied 
enthusiasm, that intoxication of pleasure and delight 
in warfare which enabled them to overcome all dif¬ 
ficulties, and reduce all the states of Europe to the 
subjection and dominion of their worshipped leader. 
That extraordinarily talented but mischievous man, 
waa endowed with all the elements and characteris- 


Graham obeyed the mandate, though at the 
same time be pointed out the impolicy of 
the measure, observing, that no general 
acquainted with the science of war, would 
expose his flank by attacking the Burmeja, 
while the heights of Barossa were held in 
force. But as the headstrong Spaniard was 
not to be diverted from his purpose, Gra¬ 
ham began his march, in full persuasion, 
that Lapena would retain the preservation 
of the heights with Anglona^s division and 

tics of the orator, and had be followed literature as 
a. profession, would, no doubt, have obtained a dis¬ 
tinguished station in her ranks; but his restless tem¬ 
perament and insatiable ambition, rendered all the 
gifts of intellect that nature bad so profuaelybestowed 
on him, vain and valueless* 
t Lapena, and bis concocters of the notable scheme 
of iakwff the hy certainly adopted 

an odd w^ay of ^nrpHshig their adversary, by beating 
up his oncosts, and thus him of their ap¬ 

proach. Their rambling movements, or exploratory 
pilgrimage, over mountains, through laguues and by¬ 
roads, for the distance of above ninety mUes, also 
afforded the enemy no trifling opportunity of getting 
ready for their reception. Even the distance of sixty 
miles, which the direct march from Tarifa to Barossa 
required, might have been avoided by the very meana 
that Zayas adopted of throw'ing the pontoon bridge 
over the San Petri; and thus the troops would have 
been saved the harassment to ’svhich they were sub¬ 
jected ; and the chance would have lieen greater of 
' surprising the enemy, as he would have had less 
opportunity and time of becoming cognizant of their 
designs, and it was by no means improbable that the 
battle of Barossa would have not then been unpro¬ 
ductive in its results, as the British contingent force 
would not have been disabled from pursuing the 
fleeing enemy, from tlie exhausted state they were 
in after that battle; having not only been worn out 
with the length and tedium of the march, but having 
also suffered much from want of provisions* 
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the united cBYalry, No sooner liad tlie 
Engiish- entered the pine wood^ tiinn tlie 
imbecile Spaniard began his marchj by the 
sea-road for San Petri, leaYing five battalions 
to protect his baggage on the heights* 

The French generd having been infomcd 
' hv the fugitives ivho had escaped from his 
outposts of Vejer and Casa Vieja, that the 
allied array was advancing, and that Lapeha 
: was the coraniaiider-in-chief, was anxiously 
on the watch to avail himself of Spanish 
error and inefficiency; therefore, as soon as 
he observed Lapeha’s fake raoveineuts, and 
; that the English were fully involved in the 
wood, lie rushed forward to seisse the 
I heights which his opponent had so unwisely 
abandoneci Lieutenant-colonel Brown, who 
had been left with a battalion of the light 
companies of the several regiments, to 
guard the English baggage, unable to stem 
the torrent, sent to Graham for orders* The 
English generalk situation was now truly 
desperate* Lavalk division was advancing 
along the edge of the forest, within cannon- 
shot of his left flank j Eiiffink was rapidly 
ascending the left side of the Barossa hill, 
from wliicli the Spanish rear-guard was flee¬ 
ing on the opposite side towards the sea, 
in the njost indescribable confusion; the 
English battalion, under colonel Brown, 

I alone remained on the heights, and having 
been formed into square, was making a 
gallant resistance; but Lapena and his force 
had vanished. To have retreated on the 
Burmeja would have brouglit the enemy 
pell-mell with the allies upon that nan*ow i 
ridge, where defeat must inevitably have 
been the cuusequence, as the whole army 
would have been driven like sheep into an 
inclosure; the AlmunBa creek being on one 
side, the sea on the other, the San Petri to 
bar their flight, and the enemy hanging on 
their rear in all the fierceness of victory,” 
With decision, therefore, as heroic as it was 
sudden, and which partook more of the 
nature of an inspiration than a resolve, the 
English general determined to encomiter 
with his little band the host of the enemy, 
and recover the key of the field of battle* 

As it was not possible, in the thick forest 
and the difficult and intricate ground on 
wliich he was, to counterraarch his columns, 
he simply faced it to the right-about, by 
I which evolution the rear-rwik men of the 
respective companies occupied the place of 
I front-rank men; and in this state being 
formed into line, as they issued from the 
wood, they were immediately pushed for- 
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ward to the attack; the right w'irig (con- i 
sisting of a battalTon of the guards, lieu- j 
tenant-colonel Brownk flank battalion of , 
the 28th, lieutenant-colonel Norcottk two I 
companies of eacadore-rifles, the 28th and ' 
part of the 67tli, led by lieutenant-colonels 
Betson and Prevost) bearing away, under 
the command of brigadier-general Bilkes, 
to assail Buffings corps on the heights; and 
the left wing (consisting of tliree eompaiiies 
of the Coldstream guards, under lieutenant- 
colonel Jackson, the 87tli regiment, and 
lieutcnant-colonei Bamardk flank battalion, 
consisting of two companies of the 47th, 
two of the 20th Portuguese, and four com- i 
parties of the Srd battalion English rifles), i 
under the command of heutenant-colonel 
Wheatley, to make head against Lavalk 
division* In the opening, major Duncan 
drew up his artillery, consisting of ten guns, 
and opened a fiuious cannonade on Lavalk 
column. The enemyk guns, in reply, threw 
a tempest of gi'ape and canister over the 
field. 

The English little band was received with 
a courage and determination scarcely in¬ 
ferior to their owra niidaimted beating:* The 
artillery on each side did fearful execution, 
while the musketry kept up a withering and 
an exterminating fire. The British loft 
wing now advanced, firing, when the three 
companies of guards, and the 87th, fixing 
their bayonets as they advanced, made a 
fierce charge on the first line of Lavalk 
division, and forcing it back on the second, 
both were broken by the shock* Nor was 
the right wring less snceessffil. On that 
side, the enemy, confident of victory, de¬ 
scended the hill half-way to meet Dilkesk 
division. With loud shouts the combatants ' 
engaged in desperate conflict; but the ^ 
struggle was not of long duration. The 
vigour of the attack was irresistible, and i 
llulfiu's division was forced back, and driven | ! 
do^vn the other side of the heights in con- ' 
fusion, lejmng two pieces of cannon in pos- | 
session of the rietors- ' 

Tlie discomfited divisions retreating con- i 
eentricnlly, attempted to rally at the point 
where their disordered masses united, and 
renew the action; but the English artillery 
rendering all exertion to regain their forma¬ 
tion imavailing, they fled precipitately to 
their lines. The British troops, who* had 
been twenty-four houi's (the greater part of ; 
which occupied in a night march) under ; 
arms without food of any kind (an occur¬ 
rence which frequently happened during 
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the glorious struggles la the Peninsula^ 
tlirough the culpable conduct of the Spanish 
juntas^ and the ingratitude and iiiluimanity 
of the Spanish people, and which often 
tended materially to deteriorate the effects 
of the victories of the British army), and 
weary with the rambling and harassing 
I march to which the Spanish general had 
subjected them, were incapable of an effec- 
‘ tual pursuit; they, however, followed the 
foe " as far as tlieir exhausted limbs would 
carry their galkiit hearts/^ 

* After the battle tlie wounded of both armies 
were, firom wont of means of Uansport, necessarily left 
upon the field of battle during the whole night, and 
part of the following day, llonsseau was of the 
nuinher. His dog, a white one of the poodle kind, 
which had been left in quarters on the adraiice of the 
French force, finding that the general did not return 
with thoiie tlmt escaped, set out in search of Ms mas¬ 
ter, and finding him in his dreary resting-place of 
death, expressed his afilietion by moans and affec¬ 
tionately licking the hands nnd feet of the dying 
general» When the fatal crisis took place, he at¬ 
tached himself closely to the body, and for three days 
refused the sustenance offered Mm, AirangemenU 
having been made for the interment of the dead, and 
the body of the general having been committed to its 
honourable grave, the dog hud himself down upon 
the sod that covered the beloved remains of his 
I master, and evinced by silence and dejection his 
sorrow for tlie loss he bad sustained. General Gra¬ 
ham observed the friendless mourner, drew him fi:om 
the spot of his afflictloii, and gave him hU protection, 
which he continued to him tUl his death, which hap¬ 
pened many years afterwards at the general^s resi- 
' dence in rerthshhe. Other instances of canine 
I attachment, that occurred in the French armies (for 
' it is no unusual thing for tlie French soldier to be 
[ accompanied by his dog, and almost every regiment 
I in the service has its staff dog, which is the favourite 
of the whole regiment, and considered Its common 
I property), are no less memorable and interesting. 
On the night follownng the battle of Bassano, Napo¬ 
leon, accompanied by some officers, took a survey of 
the field of battle—a practice he adopted for the pur¬ 
pose of ascertaining me nature of the contests, and 
the points on winch success had depended- The 
moon shed her light upon the scene, and the profound 
silence of the ni^t tvos disturbed only by the cries 
I of the wounded and the groans of the' dying. Sud- 
j denly a dog which had been lying upon a dead body, 
came forward moaning, alternately advancing and 
I receding, as if hesitating betw een the desire of aveng- 
I ing the death of his master, and the apprehension of 
I allowing the body to become cold, which be was de- 
' fiirous of preseryi^. Napoleon checked Ms horse, 
and after remaining for some minutes absorbed in 
. profound meditation, exclaimed, What a lesson for 
' man r* The occurrence made so strong an impression 
on his feelings, that he reverted to it during his abode 
in Sl Helena. The author of TIic BuhuUern tells 
us, ill at when the British army was in the south of 
France, he observed a dog close by the side of the 
dead body of a French soldier, lying in a garden on 
the banka of the Nive, how'ling in a very piteous 
manner, and that he could not Induce him, either by 
force or kindness, to desert the post he had taken, 


The English general having remained 
several hours on the field, withdrew to tlie 
Isle of Leon, with his wounded prisoners, 
six guns, and one eagle, leaving a detach- 
ment of the 95tli, under major Boss, in 
possession of the field of Imttkj thus re- 
moving all possible surmise that the retro¬ 
grade movement was a retreat. The loss of 
the enemy, in killed and wounded^ w'as 
about 3,000, The generals of division and 
brigade, RuflSn and llousseau*, were mor¬ 
tally wotmded. The loss of the English, in 

for the purpose of defending his dead master from 
the wolves and I'ultures which were hoTcring round 
the body. Henuekiu, in his Seven Ymrs^ Campatffn- 
itifff relates an equally interesting anecdote of canine 
attachment. He says, that while pacing the battle¬ 
field of the Nivelle, he saw a black poodle dog lying 
by the side of a wounded officer of chasseurs (an 
Irishman who had entered the French service) for 
the purpose of watching hb master* A soldier in 
the Italian regiment of the Veliti, of Uie guards, had, 
when at Milan, a dog that was much attached to 
him, following Mm to aU Ms various military duties, 
and invariably mounting guard with him, and sharing 
his sentry-box whenever he stood sentry at the gate 
of the vice-regal palace. lu 1812, at the time of the 
disastrous Russian campaign, among the numerous 
regiments composing the fine Italian army that 
marched with the riceroy of Italy, Eugene Beauhar- 
nais, went the Veliti, and vvith tJiem the master of 
the dog. Tofino, who was already w^eil knosvn to 
the soldiers, marched after his master, afid having 
crossed the Alps, and traversed a great portion 
of the European continent, finally arrived at Mos¬ 
cow, where ho closed his career by dying upon 
the body of his slain master. But among all the 
instances of canine attachment, whether in mili¬ 
tary or civil life, the following Is the most remaik- 
able 1 —A few days before the o%*ertlirow of liobes- 
pierre, the revolutionaiy tribunal had condemned M. 
Roulet, w'ho, participating in that holy enthusiasm 
that gave birth to the immortal prodigies of military 
valour and devotion in the early periods of tlie Frencfi 
republic, had served with distinguished reputation in 
the army commanded by Joui'dan, but had unhappily 
incurred the vengeance of the French dictator, as 
having been guilty of a conspiracy. His faithful 
dog, a water-spaniel, was wdth him when he was I 
seized, but not being suffered to enter Ms prisoTi, he I 
took refuge with an old comrade of his master, and i 
every day, at the same time, returned to tlie prison ^ 
door, and passed some time there, but was always 
refused admittance. His unremitting fidelity at lost 
w’on on tlie keeper, who daily admitted him to his 
masteris presence- When the day of trial arrived, 
the dog, notwithstanding the endeavours of the offi¬ 
cers of justice to prevent Mm, penetrated the hall, | 
and lay crouched beneath the legs of his master. 
Again, Qt the hour of execution, he was there; nor , 
could he be separated from the lifeless body of his 
master; and after the body was committed to the | 
grave, he lay stretched upon it. Being fonnd there j 
by his master’s friend, he was taken Lome by force, 
but he returned again to the grave, and this he con¬ 
tinued to do for three months. At length he refused 
food altogether, and commenced tearing up the earth 
which covered the remains of his much loved master 
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killed and wounded, exceeded one-fourth of 
the army; 61 officers, and 1,180 rank and 
file being killed or wounded. An eagle, 
six pieces of caimon, and 440 prisoners re¬ 
mained in the hands of the victors, who did 
not lose a single prisoner. The eagle be¬ 
longed to tlie 8th regiment of the line, 
which, for its conduct at tlie battle of Tala- 
vera, was honoured by Napoleon placing, 
with his own hand, a golden wreath of laurel 
round the neck of the eagle. The first 
attempt made to seize the eagle was by 
ensign Keogh, of the 89th; but that officer 
being run through the body by several men 
who surrounded the standard, serjeant Mas- 
termau, of the same regiment, made a dash 
at the prize, and secured it. 

While these prodigies of valour were per¬ 
forming, Lapena, who had taken post on 
his favourite Bermeja, though at the head 
of 13,000 infantry, and 800 cavahy, i*e- 
mained a quiet and cold-blooded spectator 
of deeds, the bare recital of which should 
have been enough to warm him into a hero, 
without lending the least assistance to his 
gallant ally, whom his own commands had 
involved in this terrible conflict; not emi 
menacing the riglit of the enemy, which 
was cloa^ to him, and too weak in numbers 
to have resisted his attack; nor did he 
attempt to pursue the wreck of the beaten 
brigades as they were hurrying in disorder 
from the heights of Chielana, Had he de¬ 
tached Ids cavalry and horse-artillery, who, 
by sweeping round the left of Rnffin's diri- 
sion, would have rendered the defeat minous, 
tlie siege woidd have consequently been 
raised. The three troops of German hus¬ 
sars, under colonel Ponsonby, however, im¬ 
patient of the shameful inactivity, burst 
away from the useless mass, and reaching 
the field just as the defeated divisions were 
attempting to unite, rapidly rode in upon 
them, and threw them into still greater 
confusion, 

Victor, astonished at Ids escape from a 
fate that seemed inevitable, had the imbe¬ 
cile LapeSa done his duty, resuming his 
offensive attitude, reoccupied his posts round 
the hay of Cadiz; and prepared to prosecute 
the siege. The reason that be halted so 
near the field of battle as he did, was merely 
to afford Latour Marbourg (who had been 

The streugtli of the rnoarner not being equal to the 
display of Ills long-tried and unexhausted affection, 
he shrieked in his sti-uggles to accomplish his pur¬ 
pose, and Ti'lth liis last took fixed on the grave, ceased 
to breathe. 
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detached with 2,000 cavaliT to Vejer, for 
the purpose of cutting off the retreat of the 
English array on Gibraltar, had the fortune 
of the day turned in favour of the French) 
a chance of escape from the perilous enter¬ 
prise on which he liad been sent. Thus 
ended the battle of Barossa, wbicli though 
unproductive of any beneficial result, from 
the sbameful conduct of the Spanish general, 
will ever remain on record as one in which 
English valour was pre-eminently success¬ 
ful. Had Graham possessed " a worthy 
colleague instead of the dastard Lapena,” 
it would have been as beneficial in its results 
as it was glorious in its issue. 

The doughty Spaniard, now that the 
fighting was over, raised his recreant head, 
and sent an address to the eortes, arro¬ 
gating to himself the rictory. The English 
general, justly exasperated, exposed this 
delusion in a public letter to the British 
envoy, The eortes, to appease the indig¬ 
nation of the English army and its general, 
brought Lapena to trial; but bis judges 
exculpating him, he published his “Justi¬ 
fication,” as he called his falsifying defence, 
in wliich he insinuated that the victory of 
Bai'ossa was the result of his plans, and 
that the failure of hreaking up the siege 
was owing to Graham’s retreat. His sub¬ 
ordinates, Lacy and Crms Murgeon, united 
in the accusation, publishing false accounts 
and plans of the battle. Graham, incensed 
at their duplicity, and the apparent sanction 
it had received by the exculpation of the 
Spanish court-martial, refused, with dis¬ 
dain, the title of grandee of the first class, 
that had been voted to him by tlie eortes; 
and, besides re-cxposing the duplicity and 
falsehood of his Spanish caluminators in 
a second letter to the British envoy, en¬ 
forced an apology from Lacy with hia 
sword. Eventually dissatisfied with the 
disingenuous treatment he had received, 
having previously caused a military survey 
to he made of the Isle of Leou, and 
materially strengthened the works from 
the sea on the right to the Caraccas on 
the left (the batteries having been ill- 
placed, the intrenchments contemptible, 
and the interior defences neglected by 
the Spanish autliorities), he relinquished 
his command to general Cooke, and pro¬ 
ceeded to join the army under lord Wel¬ 
lington, where, on account of the absence 
of many of the generals of division, wlio 
had gone liome on leave, his services were 
much required. 
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THE SPANISH WAE OF INDEPENDENCE. 

Asms 1810 — 1812 , 


The experience of 1809, “tlie never-end 
ing defeats/^ the panics and flights of 
the scared troops of Spain, had not taught 
either its pen^erse and foolish government, 
or its imbecile generals, wisdom, moder¬ 
ated their rashness and presumption, or 
improved their military skill and discipHiie, 
Their lurmiea still continued to be over¬ 
thrown and scattered as the timid and 
unresisting flock before the fierce and rag¬ 
ing tiger. Town after town still continued 
to fail into the hands of the enemy, and 
army after array to be scared and scattered. 
In the early part of 1810, Oliven^a, Cordova, 
Granada, and Malaga, fell without a struggle; 
Lerida, Mequinza, Hostalrich, and Astorga, 
after a gallant defence. O'Doanel was de¬ 
feated at Vich in February, and at Mugalet 
in April. The strong passes of the Sierra 
Morena were forced, and the 25,000 men, 
under Areizaga, stationed there to defend 
them, utterly routed. The remnants of 
the scared patriot armies were, to adopt 
a significantly expressive term, employed 
by one who was well acquainted with their 
merits and demerits, “discussed by the 
French generals at their leisure/^ The brave 
and zealous Bomana was defeated at Beve- 
nida in August, and at Puentes de Caubos 
in September; as was also Ctipons at Tinto 
on the same day, and at Castillegos in 
October. On the 4th of November Blake^s 
army was routed at Velez Malaga, on the 
Alraanzor Eiver; and on the same day 
Bassacour was overtlirown at Undecono, 
and on the 27th of the same month at 
Benicarlo. These untow'ard events forcibly 
demonstrated the policy of lord Wellmg- 
ton^s “ divorcing his operations from the 
folly and feebleness of Spain; from the 
intrigues and bad faith of the junta, and 
the imbecility of its generals. To counter¬ 
balance those great and aignal disasters, 

* Allusion bas been already made to the empirical 
manoeuvres by which Buonaparte cofitrivcd to delude 
the understanding of his idolatrous adherents and 
worshiiJpers. I^L in his interesting work, 

confirms the truth of these statemeiits. In the pro- 
clam atioPiS and oidei's of the day,*' says that gentle* 
man, ** he (namely Buonaparte) detailed hbeispbits, 
the number of soldiers, caisnoi^ and carnages that 
he had taken j It was exaggerated, but it was high- 
sounding, and bad an excellent effect.*' It is, as the 


the only advantage the Spaniards had gained, 
wag the capture, by O'Dounel, of two bat- 
taHona of the enemy'^s infantry, and five 
squadi^ons of cuirassiers, by surpiisc, at 
Santa Perpetna and Mollet, in February; 
and of 1,600 men under Schwartz, in 
September, at La Bispal, The full detail 
of these operations is as follows. 

As soon as Buonapai‘te had concluded his 
Austrian alliance, he ordered 120,000 of his 
troops, who had been engaged in the cam¬ 
paign at Wagrara, to cross the Pyrenees; 
and on the 3rd of December he announced 
to his obsequious senate Jiis intention of 
following them: “When I shall show my- 
self,^^ said the braggart, “ beyond the 
Pyrenees, the leopard iu teiTor will plunge 
into the ocean to avoid shame, defeat, and 
death.”* The French force in the Penin- 
siila was thus inei-eased to 866,000 men. 
Out of this force two armies were formed, 
each composed of three corps. The first, 
destined for the conquest of Andalusia, 
consisted 65,000 men, under the command 
of Soult; who, to^vards the close of the 
year 1809, had been appointed the chief 
of Joseph’s stafl^ and his piincipal military 
adviser, and comprised the corps of Victor, 
Sebastiani, and Mortier; the second, charged 
with the reduction of Ciudad Bodrigo, 
and ultimately with the conquest of Portu¬ 
gal, consisted of 80,000 men, under the 
command of Massena, and compiised the 
corps of Beguier, Ney, and Junot. For 
the sustentation of the immense French 
force in the Peninsula, distinct military 
governments were constituted to collect 
the resources of the country, for its cloth¬ 
ing, food, pay, and equipments, except to 
the extent of two mUlions of francs drawn 
monthly from the exchequer of Paris. 

To compete with this formidable force, 
the Central Junta were wholly unequal. 

author of Canversatiom has observed, es- 

tooisliing that so much power, with ao small an exer¬ 
tion of genius, and so little of anything that capti¬ 
vates the affections, should have been niamtained 
so long unbroken in a succession of enormous 
faults, so Kcaodalous disgraces, and so disastrous for¬ 
tunes ; and that too ** after tlie loss of seven armies, 
and which, in every instance, he abandoned to destruc¬ 
tion.” This truthful and sensible ohservation is de¬ 
serving the reflection of all Buonapartean idolators, 

199 




























WAR OF iNOBPEKDENCE.] LIFE AND CAMPAIGNS OF THE 


[A.D. 1811 . 


I 


I After the fatal battle of Ocaiia tlicy bad ixei- 
' ther troops nor resources. To provide the 
last mentioned, tliey called for half tiie 
plate and jcn^els of every family and indi- 
I vidual in the nation. This measure, in 
I conjunction ivith their incapacity, excited 
the people of Seville to rise in insuiTCctioa 
j and depose them* The displaced members 
I fled to Cadiz j but the inhabitants of that 
city disclaiming their authority, they trans¬ 
ferred it to a temporary regency until the 
Cortes, or representatives of the whole na¬ 
tion could be assembled* Previous to their 
flight, the junta had ordered Areizaga, who 
had coUected 35,000 of his fugitive ti'OQps, 
to take post in the strong defiles or passes of 
the Sierra Morena. 

The IVencli now advanced to take pos¬ 
session of the kingdom of Andalusia; and for 
the purpose of breaking the spirit of its pop¬ 
ulation, and intimidating them, Soult issued 
a proclamation—which he mercilessly car¬ 
ried into execution—declaring, that all per¬ 
sons found in arms, whatever might be 
their number, and whoever might be their 
commander, should be treated as banditti, 
M^ho bad no other object than robbciy and 
murder; and that all the individuals of such 
parties ’^vho might be taken in arras should 
be immediately condemned and shot, and 
their bodies exposed along the highways*” 
When the regency found that this decree 
was actually carried into eflect, they re¬ 
printed it, with a counter decree by its side, 
in Prencli and Spanish, declaring, iu imita¬ 
tion of their former decree, 'Hhat every 
Spaniard capable of bearing arras ivas in 
these times a fioldier, and that for one who 
should be muj-dered by the French in 
consequence of the edict of the ferocious 
Soult, who called himself the duke of Dal¬ 
matia, the first three Freuchnien taken in 
arms should be infallibly hanged; three for 
evexy house whicli the euemy buraed in 
their devastating system, and three for every 
person who should perish in the Soult, 
himself, they declared unworthy of the pro¬ 
tection of the law of nations, while his de¬ 
cree remained uurepealed* They gave orders, 
that if he were taken he should be punished 
as a robber; and they took measures for 
circulating bothdesrees throughout Europe, 
to ttie end that all persons might be in¬ 
formed of the atrocious conduct of those 
enemies of the liuman race, and that those 
inhabitants of the countries wliich were in 
alliance with PraDce, or more truly, which 
were enslaved by her, who were unhappy 
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enough to have children, or kinsmen, or 
friends, serving in the French armies in 
Spain, might see the fate prepared for tliem • 
by the barbarity of a monster who thought i 
by such means to subdue a free and nolxlc i 
nation. The decree made on the occasion 
was founded on the decree made at the time 
of the suiTender at Saragossa, and was dated 
February, 1809. In that deci’ce the supreme 
junta addressed an order to their generals, 
x*eqiiiriiig them to apprise the French com¬ 
manders, to whom they might be opposed, ' 
that every Spaniard who was capable of car¬ 
rying arms was a soldier, and that so their 
duty to their country required them to be, ! 
and such the supreme junta declared them. 

Tfosj” they said, was not a war of armies 
against armies, as in otlier cases, but of an 
army against a whole nation, resisting the 
yoke which a tyrant and an usurper sought 
to force upon them; every individual, there¬ 
fore, of that nation, was under the protec¬ 
tion of the laws of war; and the general who 
should violate those laws was not a soldier, 
but a ruffian, who would provoke the indig- 
nation of heaven, and the vengeance of man. ' 
The junta well knew/^ they said, “ that the 
French, when victorious, ridiculed principles 
which the observance and respect of all , 
nations had consecrated; and that they did 
this with an effrontery and an insolence equal i 
to the affectation w^ith which they appealed to 
them when they were vaoquished,^^ They 
added, that ^Hhe Spanish nation was, however, 
in a condition to enforce that justice which 
it demanded; that three Frenchmen should 
suffer for every Spaniard, be lie peasant or 
soldier, who might be put to deatlL Europe 
would hear, with admiration, as well as 
horror, that a magnanimous nation, whicli 
liad begun its struggle by making 3,000 I 
French prisoners, was forced, in opposition 
to its natural character, to decimate those 
prisoners without distinction, from the first 
general to the lowest in the ranks.” That it 
would be the chiefs of their own nation who 
condemned the unfortunate persons on whom 
tills vengeance miglit be inflicted; who, by 
imposing on Spain the dreadful necessity of , 
retaliation, signed the deatli-warrant of tlieir 
own countrymen when they murdered a 
Spaniard. 

On the 20th of Jaimaiy’', 1811, the French 
drove the Spanish troops from Despenos Per- 
ras, and Puerto del Rey, with scarcely a show 
of resistance, and on the next day the vic¬ 
tors passed over tlie field of Bayleu, in pur¬ 
suit of the fieeing foe., Jaen, Granada, and 
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Cordovaj were tiieu taken without resistance, 
Areizaga^s army, which was posted ia the 
neighbourhood of the first-mentioned town, 
taking to flight on the first appearance of 
the enemy. On the 31 st the enemy entered 
Seville, and took possession of its foundry 
of cannon and immense arsenals, which had 
been abandoned by the jurita.=t The people 
of AUiama were the first who opposed the 
enemy; but theii' town, which had only the 
ruins of Moorisli works to protect it, was 
carried by storm. Sebastiani then fought 
his way &om Anqucra to hfalaga, through 
aimed citizens and peasantry. The inha¬ 
bitants of this last-mentioned city bravely 
formed an exception to the ignoble manner 
in which the Andalusian cities had submitted 
to the invader; they resisted the enemy until 
500 of their feUow-townsmen were slain. 
While Sebastiani thus overran Granada, 
hlortier ^vas detached to occupy Eatrema- 
dura; but Albuquerque—disobeying the ex- 
pi'ess commands of the government to move 
to Alamada, and support the Spanish left in 
the mountains there—had garrisoned Bad- 
ajos, and Eomana was present, so that the 
designs of the enemy were, in that quarter, 
for a season baffled. 

Victor now hurried on to seize Cadiz; 
hut that important prize was saved from 
his grasp by the duke of Albuquerque. 
That true patriot having garrisoned Badajos, 
proceeded u ith the remainder of his ai^my 
from Utrera, consisting of8,000 infantry and 
000 cavalry, by forced marches, by Llerena, 
Labreja, and Guadacanal, to Cadigi, where 
I lie arrived late in the evening of the third 
j of February, having performed a march of 
' 65 leagues, or 260 English miles, in nine 
' days. Ilaving saved this aJl-iinportant place 
I by his presence, he made the greatest exer- 
^ tions to put it in a state of defence. Next 
I morning the French appeared in great force 
j on the opposite shores of the straits. The 
' junta, though they had rejected the offer of 
I lord Wellington the preceding autumn to 
! strengthen the garrison with an English 
force, now implored aid to be sent with all 
speed. Three British regiments, the 79th, 
the 94th, and the second battalion of the 

• This ignoble conquest was obtained without the 
least resistance, though it contained a garrison ol' 
above 7,000 men j ana that the people, especially the 
working classes, with that ardent patriotism which 
in a great crisis distinguishes the humbler ranks in 
society, and forms a ^tiiking contrast to the selfish 
timidity rf their superiors/^ infflcated a desire to re¬ 
sist the enemies of tlieir eountry. 

f The usual place for the detention of the French 
V(iL. I. 2 d 


87th, with the 20th Portuguese regiment, 
amounting in all to 5,000 men, under major- 
general W. Stewart, were dispatched thither 
from Lisbon. Other British forces were 
sent from Gibraltar, so that the British and 
Portuguese contingent soon amounted to 
8,000 men; and lieutenant-general Graham 
arrived to assume the command. Victor 
now sent a summons to the junta, telling 
them that he was ready to receive their 
submission to king Joseph. They returned 
an answer that they acknowdedged no king 
but Ferdinand VII. Soult, who arrived iih 
the French camp on the 15th of February, 
sent another summons to Albuquerque, iu- 
siuuating that the English intended to seize 
Cadiz for themselves. Albiiquerque-'s an¬ 
swer was that that gi-eat and brave nation 
was too generous for the design. The 
French army consisted of about 25,000 
men, and occupied the neighbouring ground 
from the vUlage of Beta on the coast, on 
the north of the bay of Cadiz, to Chi- 
clana, which is three leagues to the south of 
Cadiz, thus forming a chain of forts within 
a circle of ten leagues, and resting at each 
extremity on the sea. On these works 300 
pieces of arriliery, and cannon-mortars (or 
villantrops, so named after the inventor) of 
a prodigious size, were planted before the 
end of the year 1810. These huge pieces 
of ordnance being placed in slings, threw 
shells with a force so prodigious as to 
range over Cadiz, a distance of more than 
5,000 yaixis; but as they were partly loaded 
with lead, and thefr charge of powder was 
too small for an effective explosion, they 
produced more alarm than mischief in the 
city. In March of this year a riolent storm 
arising in the bay of Cadiz, three line of 
battle ships, one frigate, and about forty 
merchantmen, were driven to the side of the 
bay which was in the occupation of the 
French. The men were taken out m Bri¬ 
tish boats, and the ships w^ere set on fire by 
the enemy^s red-hot shot; but no small 
part of the lading fell into their hands. 
Soon after this storm 1,500 IVench, on board 
of two of the hulksjt who had been detained 
there since the battle of Baylen, cut their 

prisoners was the island of Cabrera, a desert rock 
in tJje Mediterraneanj in the neighbourhood of 
Majorca and Minorca. The island was about Id 
iniies in circumference, and with no other mhabi- 
tauta than a handful of soldiers, who were stationed 
there to prevent the Barbary cruisers from making 
it a place of rende;Bvous. Here about 10,000 French 
prisoners were detained, but their treatment was so 
severe, and their supplies from Palma so irregularly 
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ciifjlesj and being drifted to the French side 
of the bay, rejoined their countiymcn. 
About the same time the peasants of the 
Sierra de Rooda ofierieg a determined re¬ 
sistance to the spoliating columns of the 
enemy, Sonlt ordered several of the villages 
of that district to be hurned, and their! 
inhabitants executed; and though general 
Lacy advanced to their assistance with 
3/)00 men, he sustained so severe a loss in 
lus conflicts with the foe, that he was com¬ 
pelled to re-enibark for Cadiz, 

^or the French liad overrun Andalusia, 
having falsely proclaimed in their Spanish 
gazettes, that the Napoleonic throne^^ 
was established in Cadis^, they prepared for 
the invasion of Portugal by the northem 
line. To ensure success, it was necessary 
to reduce Ciudad Rodrigo; ’but before they 
entered on their operations in that quarter, 
they decerned the complete possession of 
Leon necessary, that their communications 
might be open with Valladolid; for this 
purpose, Jundt, on the 22nd of March, in* 
vested Astorga with 12,000 men. The 
vigorous operations of San toci Idea ob¬ 
structed his proceedings so much, tliat a 
month elapsed before he opened his bat¬ 
teries. On the 20tU of April, a breach 
being effected, the garrison was so dis¬ 
tressed for ammunition, that Santocildes 
offered to capit\date, but Jnnfit refused the 
terms demanded. On tho evening of the 
21st, the bombardment was recommenced, 
and an assault made by 2,000 men; but 
after a desperate struggle, they were re¬ 
pulsed with the loss of three-fourths of 
tlieir number; but as only thirty rounds of 
caitridges remained for the tmops, and 
eight for the artillery, and that the eneray^a 
working parties had cut through the stoc¬ 
kade into the town, the governor surrendered 
on condition that the garrison ahoxild be 
entitled to the hoiioui^ of war, and the in¬ 
habitants be seciire both in person and pro¬ 
perty. 

From the 25th of April, the French had 
been assembling troops before Ciudad 
Rodrigo; by the 4th of June, a sufficient 
immber having been collected, the city was 

sent, that scores and hundreds of them died of 
hunger and thirst, and many of them were in a com¬ 
plete state of nakedness. Such was their destitu¬ 
tion that with no other tools than a single knife 
they obtained their water by breaking the surface 
of the ground to the depth of feetj and some of 

them used the skulls of their own dead for want of 
other vessels. 

• This guerilla chief was the son of a farmer, near 
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invested. In the intervemng time, repeated 
skirmishes had taken place between the 
garrison and the enemy; and in these 
Julian Sanchez^' was particularly con¬ 
spicuous. That enterprising leader made 
repeated assaults on the enemy, not hesi¬ 
tating, at the head of sixty, eighty, or a 
hundred of liia lancers, to attack three or 
four times his oivn number; and the French 
suffered daily losses from his indefatigable 
activity, as well as that of Antonio Camargo, 
the commandant of the vohmteers of Avila, 
and of Jose Puente, the commandant of the 
cavalry regiment of Ciudad Rodrigo, The 
circle of the enemy^s investment being now 
contracted, Sanchez, on the night of the 
22nd, pierced, with 200 of Ins horsemen, 
through the enemy^s line, and reached tho 
English light dirision, then six miles from 
Ciudad Rodrigo. On the 24th, Massena 
arrived and took the command, and again 
summoned the governor to surrender, 
Hervasti replied with the dignity and spiint 
becoming a soldier and a patriot. The fire 
oil the town now coutinned with increased 
violence; and tlic convent of Santa Cruz 
was carried after a fierce resistance, and 
with great loss on the part of the enemy. 

At this time an exploit of singidar in¬ 
trepidity was perforraed. The governor 
expressing a wish to drive tho enemy from 
the convent of St. Domingo, a serjeant, 
by name Manuel Martin, with twenty-five 
of Ins comrades, offered to undertake the j 
hazardous enterprise. This he accomplished, j 
tliough the enemy’s troops in the convent 
were of greatly superior numbers; and 
they were so terrified at his daring exploit, 
that they took to flight, leaving their knap¬ 
sacks and muskets behind them. By the 
9tli of July, the guns of tlie garrison were 
nearly silenced, part of the town was in 
flames, and the ditch was so filled with the 
ruins of the counterscarp, that a broad way 
lay open to the breach. The columns of 
assault were immediately assembled, and 
30,000 men were ready to perpetrate all 
the unrestrained vengeance and brutality of 
French soldiers. To preserve the helpless 
inhabitants, 5,000 in number, from the hor- 

the banks of the Guebra. Till the invasion of his 
countryv he had cultivatjed his father's lands; but 
when his father, mother, and sister, Jiad been mur¬ 
dered by the^ French, be made a vow of vengeance- 
On one occasion, ho surprised in his fether^s house a 
French colonel, infamous for Ifls atrocities, and put 
him to death, first telling him who it was that in- 
llicted Ins merited punishment in this world, and 
sent him to render account of Ids crimes in the next. 
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rors of all assaiiltj tlie brave Ilervasti ap¬ 
peared on the rampart the white 

Sag. Maasena promised that the garrison 
should march out with the honours of war* 
and agreed to tdl the other conditions which 
are usual in the like circumstances, Loissoii 
immediately marched through the breach, 
and took possession of the towrij and, in 
violation of Maascna^s promise, made the 
garrison deposit their arms in the arsenal. 
To Hervasti's request, on the following day, 
that the articles of capitulation should be 
observed, Massena^s reply was, that he 
ought not require more than had already 
been complied with. The ci\il officers, 
wiiose liberty had been stipulated for, were 
declared prisoners of war; the members of 
the junta were thi'own into a dungeon; a 
contribution of near tiro millions was im¬ 
posed on the inhabitants, and they w^ere 
compelled to labour in the reparation of 
works, the destruction of the batteries, and 
the filling up of the trenches, without pro¬ 
visions, and but little rest. 

While Soult was preparing to fix his 
army between the Isle of Leon and Cadiz, 
he received orders to leave Victor to bloc¬ 
kade Cadiz, and to prepare for the siege of 
Olivenza and Badajos. Collecting all his 
disposable forces, to the amount of 5^0,000 
men, he proceeded from Seville to Estre- 
madura. Olivenza, garrisoned by 4,100 
men, w^as invested 11th of Eebmary, 1811, 
and on the 20th the breaching-batteriea 
opened their fli'e, On the 21st the governor, 
Manuel Herk, received advice that Romana 
had despatched a large force to Ins relief, 
and though he had in reply said that he 
would maintain the place to the last mo¬ 
ment, capitulated, though the fortress was 
unimpaired. On the 25th Soult marched 
against Eadajos. On the 28th Badajos was 
invested. In consequence of a plan con¬ 
cocted with lord Wellington, the marquis 
Romana was, for the protection of that for¬ 
tress, to occupy the strong position on the 
heights of San Christoval, between Gebora, 
the Cay a, and t!ie Guadiaiia; but that true 
patriot dying, the command devolved on 
Mendizabeh A few shells thrown from the 
mortar batteries on his position so discom¬ 
posed the Spanish general, ‘that with aston¬ 
ishing fatuity, he withdrew his army, con¬ 
sisting of 10,000 infantry and 1,500 cavalry, 
from his iinpreguable post, wdieu, bemg at¬ 
tacked by Morticr, he was overthrown (Feb- 
Tuary tlic 19th), with the loss of 850 killed, 
and 5,000 prisoners. The next day the 


siege was cai'ried on with renewed vigour. 
The sallies of the garrison were fi’equent 
and vigorous. In that made on the 2nd of 
March, Don Rafael Menacho, the governor, 
being killed, the command devolved on one 
Iinaz, the lieutenant 'governor, and wffio had 
served >rith the Spanish troops wliicli had 
escaped from Denmai'k. On the 10th he 
%vas sumnioncd to surrender, and on the 
11th the garrison laid down their arms, and 
were made prisoners of war, though it con¬ 
sisted of 7,5(X) eflective ineii, and tlie town 
was well stored with provisions and ammu¬ 
nition, and that on the 9th intelligenoe had 
been conveyed to him that Masseiia was in 
full retreat from PortiigaJ, and the British 
army w^as on its marcli for his relief. The 
empty stipulation of the treacherous das¬ 
tard, that his gamson should marcli out by 
the breach, wffiich was so insignificant in 
width that he was obliged to enlarge it 
himself, he supposed redeemed his honom\ 
The surrender of Campo Mayor, Albuquer¬ 
que, and Taleucia d'Alcantara, immediately 
followed the fall of Badajos, wffien Soult, in 
consequence of the battle of Barossa, re¬ 
turned with the greatest speed to Andalusia. 
While Soult was occupied in Lis operations 
in Estremadura, the junta assembled in Ca¬ 
diz, and assuming the title of majesty, pro¬ 
ceeded to form a constitution worded in the 
spirit of republican freedom, and to the 
abolition of the inquisition. These innovat¬ 
ing projects not being acceptable to the no¬ 
bles, the ministers, and tlie regency, who 
were displeased with the inferior title of 
highness accorded them, the old system of 
intrigue, folly, and procrastination, became 
predominant. In one point, how^ever, all 
parties agreed—the determination to sup¬ 
press the rising spirit of liberty manifested 
by the transatlantic provinces. As soon as 
the colonial rights were agitated in the cor- 
tea, eternal slavery was declared to be the 
only lot of the colonists. Haring been de¬ 
clared traitom, their ports were blockaded. 
'Fwo parties no^y arose in Spanisli America ; 
the loyiilistSj who submitted to the regency, 
and the independents, who insisted on gov¬ 
erning themseiveB. 

While these events were occurring at 
Cadiz, important transactions were taking 
place in Aragon and Catalonia. The fall of 
(leronahad enabled the besieging army to un¬ 
dertake farther operations ^ but the Catalans, 
as well as the French, !»ad changed their 
commander. 0 Donnell superseded Blake, 
but in the middle of Februarv he was de- 
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feated ill tbe neighliourlioocl of Vich^ with 
the loss of 3j000 men, 

Suchet having received considerable rein¬ 
forcements from Prance, and having con¬ 
certed a plot with several influential persons 
in Valencia for its surrender, reappeared, 
March the 3rd, before that city; but the 
plot having been discovered, after remaining 
five days before the place, he retraced his 
steps to Saragossa, severely iiarassed by the 
guerillas. This success of the patriot was 
enhanced by the destruction of a detach¬ 
ment of 600 men, who were posted at Santa 
Perpetna, to keep up the communication 
between Barcelona and Ilostalrich. The 
Valencians imputed their deliverance to 
their patroness and generalissimo, the Yir- 
gin, and to the saints who %vere natives of 
Valencia* 

The enemy now prepared to reduce the 
fortress of Ilostalrich, which is situated 
seven leagues from Gerona, The castle still 
remained in the possession of the Spaniards, 
but a division of the enemy, under Mazzu- 
chelli, occupied the town. The garrison of 
the castle were prepared for a Spanish de¬ 
fence—for tliough, according to the old 
saying, the Spaniards are women in the 
field, they are lions behind their walls, 
^^This fortress,^* said the governor, Julian 
de Estrada, is the daughter of Gerona, and 
ouglvt to imitate the example of its mother," 

The siege began on the 13th of January, 
but it w^as carried on with little rigour till 
the 20tli of February, when the French be¬ 
gan to bombard the town. The men who 
defended it showed themselves worthy the 
cause in which they were engaged; and 
here, as at Gerona, the enemy found that 
the strength of a fortress depends less on 
its walls and bulwarks, than on the virtue 
and valour of those who defend it, T^ic 
blockade having now lasted two months, aiul 
the garrison being reduced to the last ex¬ 
tremity from want of provisions, its brave 
governor sallied forth, at midnight on May 
12tli, at their head, and cut liis w^ay through 
the blockading forces j and though he, with 
300 of his brave men, fell into the hands of 
the enemy, above 800 of the garrison es¬ 
caped to Tarragona, The French, on their 
entrance, stripped the clothes and blankets 
from the beds of the wounded, who would, 
no doubt, have been all massacred, had not 
the comptroller of the hospital previously 
made terms for their safety with the French 
commandant of the town. 

About this time large desertions took 
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place from the French armies. Fight hun¬ 
dred Austrians, who harl been taken pris¬ 
oners in the late war, had been forced by 
Buonaparte into the French serrice. These 
men went over to the Spaniai’ds ia a body, 
stipulating only that they might keep their 
arras, and remain together, till they should 
be distributed among the regiments of the 
line. General Doyle had addressed pro¬ 
clamations to the soldiers in the French 
service, not only in the French and Spanish 
languages, but in the Italian, Dutch, Ger- i 
man, and Polish ’also, setting before them 
the real cause of the war, the nature of 
which they saw and felt. The Catalans, too, 
had learned the good policy of distinguishing 
between the French and the foreigners in 
the French army, treating the latter, when 
they were taken, with kindness, as men who 
had been brought against them by compul¬ 
sion, The eflect of this system and of the pro¬ 
clamations was siich, that in a short space of 
time the enemy lost more than 6,000 men. 

Lerida, a fortress situated among the 
moimtains of Catalonia, bad been invested 
in the beginning of April during the siege 
of Ilostalrich. Its garrison consisted of 
9,000 men, and the governor, Garcia Conde, 
when summoned to surrender, replied in 
the usual lofty style of the Spaniards- 

Donnell, who commanded the Spanish 
troops in the province, advanced (April 23rd) 
to its relief, with 8,000 infantry and 000 
horse, but was repulsed with the loss of 1,000 
killed, and 5,000 prisoners. Three practicable 
breaches having been at length effected, a 
general assault was made on the 13th of 
May, and the city was soon in the hands of 
the assailants. A scene of horror now 
ensued* Suchet ordered his troops by a 
concentric movement to drive at the point 
of the bayonet the citizens of every age and 
sex toward the citadel- The shrieking and 
terrified multitude rushed into the fortress 
with the retiring garrison. As soon as the 
helpless crowd were shut in, a powerful tii*e 
of howitzers and bombs, and other ^lestruc- 
tive projectiles, was kept up the wFole of 
the night on the crowded place. The gov¬ 
ernor, overpowered by the cries and sufler- 
iugs of the helpless multitude, sun'endered 
the fortress on the following morning,—on 
the same day Hostalrich having fallen— 
with the garrison, amounting to above 8,000 
men and 130 pieces of artillery, and an im¬ 
mense quantity of stores* Suchet deeming 
the frightful vengeance he had inflicted on 
the Lcridans likely to favour the prosecu- 
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tion of liis projects, invested (Jfay lOtli) 
MequinetiKa, a fortress situated on a steep 
rock, at the confluence of the Gmca and 
the Ebro. On the night of June 4thj the 
town was earned by escalade, and on the 
8th the garrison of the castle, consisting of 
2,000 men, surrendered, at the very moment 
general Doyle was within sight of the town 
with succour for its relief. The day after 
the fall of Lerida, Villa Campa attacked 
400 men conducting a convoy of prisoners 
from Calatayud to Sarago^ssa, captured the 
convoy and slew its guard. About tliis time 
Augereati was superseded by marshal Mac¬ 
donald. The cause of Aiigereaii^a superses¬ 
sion was, that, though at the head of 20,000 
men, he had been obliged by 0*DonneiPs 
successes at Villa Franca and Manresa, to 
take refuge m Gerona, with the loss of 
3,000 men. Great as tlie success of the 
enemy had been, Cordova, Urgel, San Fe- 
Hppe, Balaguer, Tortosa, and Tairagona, 
which formed the link of connection be¬ 
tween Valencia and Catalonia, were still to 
be reduced to establish the invaderis power 
in the east of Spain y and as the French 
could not in Catdonia, as they had done in 
other parts of Spain, press forward, and 
leave defensible towns behind them, it was 
necessary to reduce those places. 

Macdoniddj to revive the lost lustre of the 
French aruis in Catalonia, now advanced to 
the relief of Barcelona ; and in his march 
thither he attacked Cordova, which stands 
at the foot of a rugged hill, on which frowns 
a strong castle on a mountain above. Here 
the Spanish army under Campoverde, was 
drawn up, and when attacked by Mac¬ 
donald, drove his forces down the hill with 
the loss of several hundred men. The 
French general being thus foiled, proceeded 
to the relief of Barcelona, which w^as then 
closely pressed by the pafriot forces. 

Suchet now began to execute his orders 
to besiege Tortosa, wliich is situated on the 
left bank of the Ebro, and about five leagues 
from the sea. The city though a place of 
great strength, and considered the principal 
bulwark of Catalonia and Valencia, was in 
a very inefficient state of defence, until 
strengthened and stored by the English 
general Doyle, who had generously sur¬ 
rendered up his pay for the use of the place. 
To aid Suchet in his operations, Macdonald, 
having revictualled Barcelona, approached 
from the north. During these operations 
the Spanish general Bassecour, attacking 
the covering force at Uldecana, w^as defeated 


with the loss of 3,000 men. A sort of 
nominal blockade of the city had been kept 
up since the middle of August. On the 
4th of July the enemy had apj^ared on the 
right bank of the river, and had occupied 
the suburbs of Jesus, and Las Koquetaa- 
On the 8th they attacked the tete-du-pont, 
expecting to can-y it by a sudden and vigor¬ 
ous attempt; they were repulsed, renewed 
the attempt at midnight, were again re¬ 
pulsed, and a few hours afterwards failed 
ill a tliird attack. They were now satis¬ 
fied that Tortosa was not to he won with¬ 
out the time and labour of a regular siege. 
They had seen also a manifestation of that 
same spirit which had been so eminently 
displayed at Saragossa and Gerona: for 
the Tortosan women had passed and repaased 
the bridge during the heat of action, re¬ 
gardless of danger, bearing refreshments 
and stores to the soldiers; two who ivere 
wounded in this service were rewarded with 
medals and a pension. In imitation of the 
Saragossan and Geronan women, they en¬ 
rolled themselves in companies to attend on 
the wounded. There was one woman who 
during the whole siege carried water and 
cordiMs to the troops at the points of at¬ 
tack, and frequently went out with them in 
their saUies; the people called her La Titaya. 
In the course of the siege she w^as made 
a Serjeant for her services. During these 
operations Doyle^s address to the foreigners 
in the French service, in their respective 
languages, and which were fired from the 
town iu shells, and by that means scattered 
among the besiegers, had produced no in- 
con siderabie effect. At the same time the 
bodies of some peasants were taken out of the 
river with many bayonet wounds and their 
hands tied together, who had been raaa- 
sacred in pursuauce of the savage system 
in which the intrusive government required 
its generab to act; they were interred by 
their countrymen with much solemnity, and 
the circumstance made a strong impression 
on the Tortosans. 

The investment being completed, and all 
the posts of the besieged driven in, the 
trenches were opened on the 19th, and the 
operations were carried on with so great 
vigour, that by the night of the 31st, the 
besiegers^ guns were on the edge of the 
counterscarp. In a state of alarm, the 
governor, Lili, an imbecile man,*^ dis¬ 
played three white flags from different parts 
of the fortress. The conduct of the gover¬ 
nor, however, in consequence of the desfre 
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of the officers to renew the defence^ ap 
pearing hidecisivej Suchet, riding up to the 
gates with a considerable staff, and escorted 
by a company of grenadiers, informed the 
Spanish officer on guard tliat hostilities liad 
ceased, desired to be conducted to the 
governor, and on his admission jassumiug 
an imperious tone, and menacing the garri¬ 
son ynth militarv execution if any further 
delay occured, the garrison, consisting of 
nearly 8,000 men, laid donm tlieir arms, and 
siirreiideitid at discretion, to 10,000 French* 
The strong fortfcss of Col de Belaguer, 
wliiclj commands tlxe pass over the moun¬ 
tains of tlie same name, between Tortosa 
and Tarragona, was esc^aded a few days 
after Lilies siuTeiider of Tortosa; which had 
excited so great indignation at Tarragona, 
that the inhabitants of that city beheaded 
his effigy in the market-place* After the 
fall of Tortosa, Sachet was engaged for 
several montlis in preparations for the siege 
of Tarragona* 

After lord Blaney’s unsuccessful attempt 
at the castle of JVangerola, general Eey 
attacked, November 3nd, the central* army 
under Blake, at Velez el Rubio, with one 
regiment of dragoons, a regiment of Polish 
lancers, and a detachment of infantry, and 
broke it at tbe first charge, the men throw¬ 
ing down tlieir arms, and crying for quarter* 
About 1,500 of the Spaniards were slain, 
and about the same number taken. On 
June SOtli he was repulsed from Niebla, 
wffiich he attempted to take by escalade, 
with considerable loss. On the 19th of 
Marcli, Campoverde having assembled 1,500 
men at Moliuos del Rey, with tbe intention 
of surprising the city and forts of Barcelona, 
detached in the night a chosen body of 
800 grenadiers, to possess themselves of 
Monjuic, whose town major he had cor¬ 
rupted. While the detachment \¥as waiting 
in the ditch, in expectation of having the 
gate opened, the greater part of the column 
was in an instant overwhelmed with fire* 
This failure, however, was shortly after 
compensated by the surprise and capture of 
Figueras, a little town situated in the midst 
of the fertile plains of Ampurdan, and about 
eighteen miles distant ffiom the Fj-euch 
frontier- Martinez, a leader of the Mi quo- 

• In December of this year, the regency had re¬ 
organized the Spanish military force, oislinguishing 
the ai'mies by numbers, instead of tliat of the centrVf 
ihfi and the rtffht Thus tbe Catalonian forces, 
previously caOed the arm^ of tJw was now 

cailed the armt/. f'he Valencinns, with the 
partides of the Bmpeemado ajid Duran, the scmitd 
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Iei% formed, with the aid of some citizens 
ill the town, the design of sui’prising t!ie 
gates. He entrusted the executioTi of the 
design to Rovira, who had been a doctor in 
theology, now a colonel in the Spanish 
army. In the night of the 9th of April, 
Rovira, with 1,054 chosen volunteers, ap¬ 
proached the ditch; when three Spaniai^ds 
in the French service opened the gate 
which leads into the ditch to receive them* 
Rovira and hia companions rushed in, and 
Figueras and its garrison, amounting to 
about 1,000 men, were in their hands before 
the astonished Italians could make any 
preparation for their defence* Tins event 
so elated the Spaniards, that Te i>e?m was 
sung in all the churches of the Peninsula 
not under the control of the enemy. As 
an appropriate testimony of national grati¬ 
tude for this exploit, the regency conferred 
the dignity of maestre-escnela in the cathe- 
ch^al of Vich, a dignity equivalent to that of 
prebend in the English chnrchj on the briga¬ 
dier doctor Renovales—for to that rank he 
was preaented—for his recovery of Figueras. 

As the French generals were making ac¬ 
tive preparations for the recovery of Figueras, 
Eroles, with that promptitude and vigour for 
which he was dtistiiiguished, hastened with 
all the force Ite could collect, from MartorelJ, 
to reinforce the garrison, and on his march 
took the forts which the Pi^nch had erected 
in Castelfellit and Olot, and made above 500 
prisoners there. Though 8,000 troops, under 
Baraguay d^HUliers, had been collected be¬ 
fore the place, lie entered it on the sixth day 
after its capture, with 1,500 infantry, 150 
horse, and about 50 artillerymen. About 
the same time a convoy of stores arrived in 
a frigate from Tarragona. On the 30th of 
March, Manresa, which bad been marked for 
vengeance, because it had been the first 
place in Catalonia ^fhich had declared against 
the French, and that one of those journals 
was printed tbei’e which had contributed to 
keep up the national spirit, was burned by 
Macdonald's order, and the inmates of its 
hospitals driven from their beds and plun¬ 
dered. To restrain the like excesses, Campo¬ 
verde issued orders to his troops to give no 
quarter to any Frenchmen who might be 
taken in the vicinity of any place which liad 

urmi^; the Mercian force, the tMrd; the troops at 
Cadiz and Algeairas, iJte feurih r the remnanta of 
Ilomana’s Galician division, the : the new 
raised troops of Galicia and those of the Astni'ias, 
the efj^th ; and the partida^i of the north, namely, 
those of Mituir Iionga, GampiUo, Porlicr. and other 
I smaller bandB, formed the setmith army. 
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been burned and sacked^ or in wliich the 
Inhabitants had been murdered. During 
these operationSj Espoz y Mina was so ac¬ 
tively engaged in Navarre against the ene¬ 
mies of his country, that, to adopt his own 
hyperbolical expressioii, reams of paper 
W'Ould not suffice for the details of ail the 
skirmishes in winch he atid Ids party were 
engaged i for every day, and sometimes twice 
and thrice in the day, they were occurring/^ 
Suchefcj having completed liis formidable 
preparations for the siege of Tarragona, on 
the 4th of May invested* that city with an 
army of 20,000 men, and 100 pieces of ar¬ 
tillery, and on the 28th the fire from the 
French batteries was opened, Dm^ing the 
operations several sallies had been made by 
the besieged. On the night of the 29th, the 
garrison of Fort Olivio, one of the outworks, 
was to be charged; but wretch, who was 

wicked enough to sell the blood of his com¬ 
rades and the interests of his country/^ be¬ 
traying the chcumstaoce to the enemy, the 
French preseuting themselves at the same 
time with the new garrison possessed them¬ 
selves of the fort* Meanwhile, the siege 
being pressed with the utmost skill and ex¬ 
ertion, and three practicable breaches being 
declared in the rampart of ftie lower town, 
the enemy prepared to make the assault. 
At seven o’clock at night of the 27th of 
June, 1,500 chosen men marched in three 
columns on the breaches, and after a des¬ 
perate resistance the ramparts were won, 
and the fleeing Spaniards wei*e pursued and 
massacred. When the morning dawned, 
amidst a terrific carnage of soldiers and citi¬ 
zens, the French remained masters of the : 
harbour and the lower town* 

The upper town, still, with woiiderfiil reso¬ 
lution, muiutained the contest, A flag of 
truce sent by Suchet,on the day following the 
capture of the lower town, was sternly re¬ 
jected, Undismayed, the besieged still held 
j out, in hopes that Campoverde would ad¬ 
vance for the relief of the place* These 
hopes were increased by the arrival in the 
harbour of 2,000 English from Gibraltar, 
under colonel Skeiret, but which were not 
landed, the English engineers reporting that 
the wall of the town was shaking under the 
French fire. At this time nearly half the 
town was in possession of the enemy, and 
on the breach being reported practicable, on 
the evening of* the 28tli 1,500 men, rushing 
forward towards the rampart, supported by 
8,000 in reserve, the whole body speedily 
streamed over the breach, and spread like 

a torrent along the ramparts on cither side/^ 
and in a moment the place was in their pos¬ 
session, The heroic governor, Contreras, 
who had received a bayonet woimd in the 
breast at the siege, was, while the carnage 
was reeking in every quarter, carried into 
the presence of the French general. When 
told that he deserved instant death for con¬ 
tinuing resistance after the breach was prac¬ 
ticable, he replied, “ I know of no law wliich 
eompalled me to capitMate l>efore the as¬ 
sault was made/^ Gosales, the second in 
command, had fallen, pierced by more than 
twenty w^oimds. The savage cruelty dis¬ 
played by ^^the invincible conquerors” to¬ 
wards tlie inhabitants was unequalled among 
even French atrocities. To use Snehet^a 
own words, “ a horrible massacre had been 
made,” and in the expression of ^tlie journal¬ 
ist (Belmas) of the siege, the blood of the 
Spaniards inundated the streets and the 
houses*” The French field-pieces kept up 
an unceasing fire on the thousands of the 
fleeing multitude on the one part ; and on 
the other, the cavalry charged among them, 
sabring women and children, and trampling 
them down* A heavy fire was kept up on 
the group of women and children who wex’e 
crowding into the English boats at the land¬ 
ing place, ami every endeavour was made to 
sink the boats employed in this service of 
humanity. More than six thousand unre¬ 
sisting persons were butchered on that 
dreadful night, old and young, men and 
women, mother and bate; aud when "the 
execrable conquerors” had satiated their 
thirst for blood, they even indulged in the 
perpetration of the most revolting crimes. 
In the streets and in the churches, they 
violated women, who had escaped their first 
fury only to suffer more horrors before they 
died. Nuns and wives, and widows, in the 
hour when they were widowed, girls and 
children, were seized on by these monsters; 
and retaining their cruelty, when their rage 
and lust were palled, they threw those of 
their victims, and of the wounded Spaniards, 
into the burning houses. lu the course of 
this siege above 20,000 Spaniards had per¬ 
ished ; the loss of the enemy had been 5,000 
in killed and wovmded; 9,000 prisoners, 320 
cannon, and an immense quantity of stores, 
fell into the hands of the victors. On the 
morning following this dismal tragedy, the 
French general ordered the alcaides and 
corregidors of the surroimding country to 
be brought into the town and led through its 
streets, that they might see the slaughtered 
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bodies wbicb were lying tberej and report to 
tbeir cotiiitryraen what they might expect 
if they dared attempt resistance to the 
Freuclu 

Suchet having made himself master of 
Tarragona^ marched against Campoverde's 
artny^ the only remaining force of any con¬ 
sequence in the province of Catalonia. That 
general^ unwilling to meet iiim, proposed to 
captain Codrington to embark his forces 
from Arens de Fner; leaving their horses on 
the beach; hut Codrington, refusing to re¬ 
ceive any forces on boai*d, except the 2^400 
Valencians wliom he had eouveyed to Cata- 
loniaj Campoverde retired to the mountain 
ridges on the frontier of Ai'agoDj vrhere he 
was superseded by general Lacy^ who as¬ 
sumed the command of an army which he 
said was non-existent; " Bad as I expected 
to find things/^ said he, they are mfinitely 
worse; and my only consolation must be, 
that there is absolutely nothing left for me 
to lose.^^ But, lUidiamayedj he gave a new 
organization to the array, re-forming it into 
gueriUa bands, with permission to select 
their chiefs. At the same time he issued 
a proclamation in which he called on liis 
countrymen to join the patriotic standard: 

Every father of a familj^ has wrongs to 
avenge,^^ said the gallant chief ; " war and 
vengeance must now be our only business; 
and those who have not spirit to follow this 
resolution, let them abandon us and join 
the enemy, that we may know whom to 
treat as enemies and whom as friends. By 
a subsequent decree of the cortes, the gue¬ 
rilla parties were attached to the armies of 
their respective districts, and military rank 
was given to their leaders, leaving them to 
pursue their own system of warfare at their 
own discretion, hut subjecting them to a 
military superior ^vlieu they should he called 
on for the purpose. 

The fortified points which the Catalans 
still retained were, Berg a, Monserrat, Figu- 
eras, Cordova, and the Sen d^UrgeL Berga 
was dismantled I)y Lacy because he was un¬ 
able to defend it, and orders having been 
received from Paris to dismantle Tarragona, 
forming only a redoubt there, and to reduce 
Montserrat, Suchet proceeded to the execu¬ 
tion of his orders. 

Montserrat, which is a mountain fastness, 
about seven leagues from Barcelona, and 
celebrated for its convent of the Lady of 
Montserrat, was now attacked. Its peaceful 
inhabitants, the monks, dreading French 
spoliation, had removed all the treasures of 
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their sanctuary to Majorca. Its garrison, 
confiding too much in the natural strength 
of the inountain, suffered themselves to be 
surprised from its heights. D'Erolles, with 
tlie greater part of the garrison, however, 
throwing themselves down the ravines, es¬ 
caped to the Lobregat* The last calamity 
in this series of misfortunes was the fall of 
Figueras. When it had been blockaded by 
a force occupying a circuit of lines eight 
miles in length round the town, between four 
and five months, and all the horses had been 
eaten, the garrison sallied, and attempted to 
force their \vay through the besiegers. An 
aid-de-eamp of the governor had deserted, 
and given information of them purpose; the 
enemy, therefore, were prepared to receive 
them; nevertheless they made their ivay to 
the abattis, formed of trunks of trees, wliich 
they found impenetrable, and after three 
attempts in the course of one day (August 
they were compelled to capitulate. 
Honourable terms were obtained. It had 
been stipulated that the garrison should 
march out with them baggage, and deliver 
their arms on the glacis. But no sooner 
had they given up their arms than they were 
mm'ched into loanee in a state of so great 
destitution that they were indebted for need¬ 
ful covering to the humanity of the towns 
throngh which they passed. The garrison, 
which originally consisted of 4,0(X) men, had 
lost 1,500 in their ineffectual sorties* On 
October 7th, D'Erolles captured Cervera, 
with its garrison, amounting to 630 men; 
and in his pursuit of the enemy captured 
the corregidor of Cervera, who had joined 
the French, and with the malevolence of a 
traitor, persecuted his own countrymen. He 
had invented a cage in which to imprison 
those who did not pay their contributions 
for the support of the French army, or 
were in any way obnoxious to him; it 
was BO constructed as to confine the 
wliole body, leaving the head exposed 
to be buffeted and spat upon, and some¬ 
times ^^tlie devilish villain” anointed the 
thee of his victim with honey to attract 
the flies and wasps. To-morrow,^^ said 

D'Erolles, in his despatches, “ the sehor cor¬ 
regidor wlQ go out to parade the streets 
in this same cage, wliere the persons who 
have suffered this grievous torment may be¬ 
hold him. Discite justitiam merite, et non 
tenmere Divos,” In the eburse of the 
same month, D^Erolles entered France by 
the pass of the Valle de Luerol, and levied, 
in Languedoc contributions of some thousanc! 
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sheep, a large quantity of corn, and specie 
iQ the amount of 50,000 doUai‘s, On the 
8th of August Soult had defeated the 
patriots under general Quadra, at Baza, in 
Murcia, with great loss* 

Suchet ha\niig completed liis prepara¬ 
tions, in the beginning of September marched 
against Valencia* In his line of march lay 
the fortifications of Peniscola, Oropesa, and 
Mnrvieclro, \rhich last mentioned fortress 
stood on the site of the ancient Sagun» 
turn, famed for its resistance against Han*^ 
nibal. 

MurriedrOj is an open town, twelve miles 
east of Valencia, and its fortress, called the 
castle of San Fernando de Sagnnto, and 
which stands on the summit of a steep 
and rocky hill, was, for its natural strength 
and artificial defences, a formidable post* 
Luis Maria Andiiani commanded its garri¬ 
son of 3,500 men* On the 21st the French 
arrived before the place, and on the following 
day assaulted the fort at old breaches dis¬ 
covered in the walls, but were repulsed 
with the loss of above 400 in killed and 
wounded* As the French artillery had not 
yet arrived, and that the little fort of 
Oropesa commanded, in a n^TOW defile, the 
road by which it was to be brought from 
Tortosa, that tort was attacked and carried* 
On the arrival of the artillery, the ap¬ 
proaches were carried on with vigour ; and 
on the 18tbof October a practicable breach 
having been made, twice in the course of 
that day, and the following night, the enemy 
attempted to storm it, but were repulsed 
wdth great slaughter. During these oper¬ 
ations, Blake was advancing from Valencia, 
to the relief of the place, with an army 
consisting of 22,000 infantry and 3,500 
horse* Suchet, with the intention of pre¬ 
venting his enemy arriving on the ground 
where he designed to give battle, leaving 
six battalions to continue the siege, marched 
against him with 17,000 men, and took 
post in a pass, about three miles broad, 
through which the Spanish army roust pass 
to reach Mnrviedro. On the morning of the 
25th, Blake approached the French position, 
and immediately began the attack, but was, 
after a desperate contest, compelled to 
retreat, with the loss of 1,000 in killed and 
wounded, 3,500 prisoners, and sixteen guns* 
On the same night the garrison of Mur^ 
viedi'O, consisting of 2,500 men, capitulated* 
During this siege thcEmpeeinado andDnran, 
uniting their guerilla forces, amounting to 
4,000 men, had laid siege to Calatayud, 
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wliichj on the sLxth day (October 3) of the 
siege, capitulated, an event w'hich caused 
great joy to the patriots. 

About six weeks after the fall of Mur- 
vied ro, Suchet having been reinforced i>y 
the divisions of Sevole and llcille, advanced 
to complete the conquest of Valencia by the 
siege of its capital, which stands in an open 
plain, upon the right bank of the Guadal- 
aviar, about two miles from the sea. In 
no part of Spain,says the historian of the 
Peninsular War, ^^nor perhaps of Christen¬ 
dom, were there so many religious puppet- 
shows exhibited; nowhere were the people 
more sunk in all the superstitions of Boinish 
idolatry, and, if the reproaches of even the 
Spaniards themselves may be credited, there 
was as little purity of morals as of faith*^^ 
But if the Valencians were, as a censurer 
has said of them, light equally in mind and 
body, the cause has been wrongly imputed 
to their genial and delicious climate; the 
state of ignorance to which a double des¬ 
potism had reduced the nation, and the de¬ 
moralizing practices of the Uomisii church, 
sufficiently account for their degradation. 
On the day subsequent to his victory over 
Blake^s army at Mnrviedro, Suchet sum¬ 
moned Valencia, offering the people his 
especial protection, and assuring them the 
Frencli would make them happy, and relieve 
them from the evils with which they were 
oppressed. The Valencians relying on 
their intrenched camp, occupied by Blake^s 
army exceeding 20,000 men, and which con¬ 
tained, within its extensive line, the city and 
the suburbs on the right bank of the river, 
did not deign to reply to the gasconade. 

On the 25th of December, the enemy 
appeared before Valencia* They soon closed 
upon the city, and established themselves in 
the suburb called Serrano, on the left bank 
of the river, not, however, without con¬ 
siderable opposition. Having gained the 
suburb, they formed a contravaUation of 
three strong redoubts* Next they occupied 
the Grayo, which is the port of Valencia. 
The French general had now, by a semicir¬ 
cular march of above fifteen miles round the 
southern side of the city, interposed the main 
body of his army between it and the Spanish 
intrenched camp, so m to cut off its retreat 
towards Alicante and Mni’cia, the Spaniards 
abandoning their intrenchmeuts and artil¬ 
lery almost on the first fire* Blake now, at 
the head of 15,000 men, endeavoured to 
force his way out of the toivn by the left 
bank of the Guadalaviar, but was forced to 
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fall back on Valcnciaj—about 4>000 men, 
under Mabi, to wliom the order to return 
could not be communicated, escaping, 
reached Alicante* 

The investment of Valencia, and the 
intrenched camp, ivas completed before the 
close of the day. On the 28th, Blake, at 
the head of 15,000 men, attempted to force 
his way out of the town by the left bank of 
tlie Guadalaviar, but was driven back with 
the loss of above 600 men* A few days 
afterwards a similar attempt was fruitlessly 
made, when, taking with him his field artil¬ 
lery, aud leaving in the deserted lines about 
eighty pieces of heavy ordnance, he retired 
into the city. The next morning the French 
general resnmraoned the city, but his terms 
being rejected, he proceeded to bombard* 
it* The bombardment having been con¬ 
tinued some days, Blake proposed to capitu¬ 
late, and thus about 16,000 troops, and 
nearly 400 pieces of cannon, and an im¬ 
mense quantity of military stores, fell into 
the hands of tlie enemy, January I2th, 
1812* Sachet, on his obtaining possession 
of the place, executed, in the public square, 
some of those persons who had been most 
distinguished for their aeal in the national i 
cause, though be had promised that no man 
should be molested, and the inhabitants 
should be protected both in person and 
property, Duiing the siege, St, Philippe, a I 
town situated midway between Valencia 
and Alicante, surrendered, by which the 
enemy obtained a vast quantity of provi¬ 
sions, and more than a million of eailiidges. 
At the close of the campaign, a contribution 
of fifty millions of francs was imposed on 
the city and province of Valencia for the 
benefit of the Prencli exchequer* 

A few days after the fall of Valencia, the 
little town and port of Denia surrendered 
without resistance; and on February 5th, 
Peniacola, a fort so sti^oog by nature, "and so 
well secured by art, that it had obtained the 
name of Little Gibraltar, was betrayed by its 
treacherous governor, Navarro, An attempt 
was made on Alicante, but was repulsed by 
the gallantry of the garrison aud the in¬ 
habitants; and tints it had the honour of 
sharing with Cadiz and Carthagena the 
glory of being the omy Spanish cities which 
were never sulhed by the presence of the 
enemy. On March ISth, Duran sealed the 
walls of Soria, which stands on the Douro, 
near the supposed site of Nutnanfcia, and 
obtained possession of the city. Levjung a 
CQiitributioti, and seizing a large quantity of 


grain and biscuit, he retreated without loss* 
In retaliation the French seized the junta 
of Burgos, and patting them to deatli, 
suspended theii* bodies from the gallows. 
The bodies being removed and buried, the 
French compelled the attendants to cany 
hack the bodies to the galloTiVs, and hang 
them there again in their shrouds. The 
guerilla chiefs resorted to retaliatory mea¬ 
sures, and so furious was the enmity on both 
sides, that since the religious wars in France, 
no contest had been carried on with so fero¬ 
cious a spirit on both sides. By the French 
heads were exposed on poles, bodies left 
hanging on the gallows, or the trees, and in 
the market-places of large towns, the walls, 
against which the victims were shot, were 
pierced with bullets, and the ground black¬ 
ened with blood* The reprisals of the Span¬ 
iards were characteristic of a vindictive 
people, capable of inflicting as well as en¬ 
during anything; but they were evidences 
also of that high-mindedness which they 
retained in their lowest fortune, never 
abasing themselves, never submitting to the 
insolent assumption of authority, nor for a 
moment consenting that might should be 
allowed to sauction injustice. 

From this period the hostile collisions 
between the patriots and the invaders may 
he considered to have mainly ceased. The 
results which the act of aggression on the 
mother country produced in the colonies 
may now be appropriately mentioned* 
Buonaparte having succeeded in his hy¬ 
pocritical designs at Bayonne, immediately 
despatched messengers Tvith secret instruc¬ 
tions to the captain-general of the Caraccas, 
and the governor of Mexico, to induce 
those officers to yield obedience to the 
intruder Joseph, who had modestly pro¬ 
claimed Irimsetf Joseph I,, king of Spain and 
the Indies, {Jao PHmero, &c.); but the 
Spanish colonists, who were already inclined 
to proclaim their independence, as they 
considered their connexion with the mother 
country virtually dissolved, by the dissolu¬ 
tion of its le^timate authority, spurned 
the proposal of submission to the usurper. 
To meet the emergency, juntas, formed in 
imitation of those of the mother eountrv, 
assumed the direction of a'ffkirsj and on 
the 19th of April, 1810, the Caraccas, "with 
six other provinces, declaimed themselves 
united as a federal government, by the name 
of the American Confederation of ^"enezuela. 
The regency of Cadiz, and the merchants 
of that city, indignant at the proceedings of 
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the colonists, and umvilling to relieve them 
from the monopoly of the whole of their 
commerce being confined to Cadk, fitted 
oat an expedition against the iiisargcnt 
colonies. Hostilities now commenced on 
the 5th of July 1811, Veneauela proclaimed 
its independence, and Mexico, Cartliagena, 
Buenos Ayres, Potosi, Paraguay, Chili, Peru, 
and other provinces soon followed the ex¬ 
ample* The war between the contending 
parties was carried on with various success, 
and in its prosecution unparalleled atrocities 


were practised by both sides. The inde- 
pendenee of the whole of the insurgent 
colonies was ultimately acknowledged in 
consequence of the decisire battle of Aya- 
cucho, fought December 9th, 1824, and 
obtained by the valour of the British 
auxiliary force in Bolivar^s army, and which 
had been insidiously enlisted on behalf of 
the south American colonists, by the Eng¬ 
lish capitalists, who had advanced loans to 
a considerable extent to t!ie insurgent 
authorities. 


THE THIRD SPANISH CAMPAIGN* 

AXNls 1811—1812. 


Tee third Spanish campaign,—the most 
glorious and memorable in the annals 
of warfare, both for its great results on 
the contemporary and the futui'C destinies 
of Europe, as well as for the consummate 
talent and judgment displayed by its prin- 
eipal actor, v jd the indomitable courage, 
and unequdled discipline of his companions- 
in-arms, in w'hich sieges and battles had 
ever been carried on and fought, or which 
had ever been fancied, or even dreamt of, 
by Vauban and Folard, by Marlborough or 
Turenne,—began with the usual inauspicioiis 
aspects attending on, and inseparable from, 
Spanish and Portuguese affairs during the 
wdiole of that great and arduous struggle. 
The Peninsular War. But time, the great 
improver of all things, the radical regener¬ 
ator of ignorance, superstition, and bigotry, 
and all the errors and phantasies that man 
falls into by his disobedience to the dictates 
of reason, the monitions of conscience, and 
the laws of nature, had made no improve¬ 
ment, no amendment, in the policy, ad¬ 
ministration, and warlike character of that 
strange and wayward people, the Spaniards. 
The opening of "the third Spanish cam¬ 
paign'^ was attended with the same dis¬ 
asters, the same discomfiture and loss, as 
had invariably attended the preceding cam¬ 
paigns. Tortosa surrendered on the 2nd of 
January, 1811. The army under Mendiz- 
abel had been routed and dispersed on the 
Gebora on the 18th of February; Badajoa 
had surrendered on the 9th of March; Oli- 


venza, Valencia, d'Alcantara, and Albu¬ 
querque, made a show of resistance j but, 
on the first discharge of the enemy's artil¬ 
lery, the courage of their gaiTisons being 
completely paralyzed, they submitted. Campo 
Slayor acquired a nobler name by its brave 
resistance, but its garrison would have 
imitated the craven conduct of its Castilian 
neighbom^j had it not been for the noble 
spirit of major Tallaia, a Portuguese en¬ 
gineer. That brave man heroically defended 
his trust as long as there was a possibility 
of resistance; and his heroism met with a 
proportionately honourable treatment from 
tlie enemy. Tarragona, with a gaiTison 
of 10,000 men, siuTendered on the 28th of 
June; and thougli but a very feeble resis¬ 
tance had been made, the excesses of the 
French troops were terrific. Long after 
7'esistance had ceased^ the batteries were 
discharged on the fleeing and affrigbteued 
inhabitants, and the French cavalry rode 
among the fugitives, sabring with ruthless 
ferocity, and savage exultation, those who 
had outstripped the infantry. The British 
seainea gallantly rescued many mthin reach 
of the very sabres of the dragoons. The 
frightful massacre was continued for many 
hours; and a licentiousness of the most bru¬ 
tal nature, was acted with all its most wanton 
and heartless atrocities amid flaming edi¬ 
fices, and bleeding victims." At the storm¬ 
ing of Tari’agona," says an eye-witness of the 
dismal scene, and one, too, who is disposed 
to speak leniently of French outrage, and 
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to find plausible palliations for the excesses 
of war, above 8,000 IminaB beings, ad 
defenceless and unarmed, inen and women, 
gray hairs and infajit innocence, attractive 
youth and wrinkled age, were, with the 
most infernal spirit of implacable vengeance, 
butchered by the infuriated troops in one 
night, and the morning sun rose upon a 
city whose streets and houses were inun¬ 
dated wdth blood. Beauty and innocence, 
after satiating the passions of a licentious 
soldiery, were mercilessly sacrificed/' and 
yet for these terrific transactions, as well 
as for the cruel and contumelious usage 
of its governor, the brave Contrera, Suchet, 
“the servant of a warlike tyrant/' was 
not only elevated by Jiis heartless master 
(for the gratification of whose insatiable 
ambition, and ruthless violation of the 
rights and well-being of Tnankind, all this 
slaughter had been occasioned) to the rank 
of marshal of France, created duke of 
Valencia, and endowed with nch possessions 
in that ill-fated and desolated jirovince ; 
hut the character of the Imtcher of liia 
species rose in the estimation of his country¬ 
men. The strong and almost impregnable 
fortresses of Murviedro, Montserrat, Mes- 
quinenza, and Pigueras, had all fallen into 
the enemy's hands, after very feeble resis¬ 
tance j and the Spanish ai'mies, under 
Canipoverde, D'Erolles, Quadra, Freire, Bal- 
lasteros, and Blake, had been routed at 
FigueraSj 29th of April, and scattered at 
VillaNueva {June29tli), at Buza, and Lorca, 
in August; at Pnzol, Tache, and Santa 
Maria, near Valencia, on the 25th of Octo¬ 
ber ; at Casteblcjos in the mountains of 
Santander, and on Guadalaviar in December. 
Tlie only advantages gained over the enemy, 
that could be produced as a set-off for these 
tremendous losses and discomfitures, were 
the surprise of Pigueras by Martinez, and 
B^ovira, with the capture of 1,000 prisoners; 
that of Iguaiada by Lacy; that of Calatayud 
Tby Durau and the empecinado; that of 
Ayerba by Mina j the combats of Vais under 
Sarsfieldj and of Godinot under Ballasteros. 
Some idea and estimate of the immense 
loss of men, artillery, and the munitions 
of war, sustained by the Spaniards in their 
disastrous discomfitures just stated, may 
be formed from the facts, that by the 
surrender of Tortosa and Tarragona, above 
18,000 prisoners were taken, and in the 
defeat of Mendizahel, on the Gebora, above 
7,000 men, all the artillery and munitions 
of war, feu into the hands of the enemy. 
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To meet the mighty contest, the British 
commander-in-chief, invoking all the ener¬ 
gies and resources of his vigorous and 
compreheusive niind, adopted the following 
plan of operations:^— 

To provide for all contingences, he de¬ 
termined to act on two lines of operations, 
that according as cmciimstances might ren¬ 
der it expecHent, he might adopt that which 
was likely to be productive of the best 
results. For these purposes he directed 
the mass of his forces to the south for 
the relief of Cadiz, and the protection of 
Portugal on the sonth-eastera frontier, while ! 
he remained in Beira on the defensive, and ; 
was prepared to undertake the reduction 
of Almeida and Ciudad Rodrigo; and on 
the fall of those fortresses, to push his 
operations into the heart of Spain, and 
open a communication with the Angto- 
Siciliau aimiy, then present in Valencia, 
under the incompetent command of sir 
John Murray. This brilliant and masterly 
conception, by concentrating the British 
and Spanish forces, and cutting asunder 
the northern and southern armies of the 
enemy, would have relieved Cadiz and the 
south of Spain, as effectually as any direct 
operation ; and, besides opening the com¬ 
munication betw^een the Spanish govern¬ 
ment ill that city, would have delivered 
Portugal from the possibility of invasion 
on that aide; and, at the same time, the 
British army would have obtained a new 
base of operations on the shores of the 
Mecliterranean. Never did a brighter and 
a more profound conception enter the mind 
of a military genius. Let the minions and 
worshippers of Buonaparte's superlative 
genius" adduce a similar example. 

To carry that part of his project for the 
relief of Cadiz, and the freedom of the south 
of Spain, into execution, immediately after 
the siiccessfal termination of the combat 
of Fons d'Oronce, he had despatclied Beres- 
ford into Estremadura, with 14,000 infantry, 
2,000 cavalry, and eigliteen guns, with direc¬ 
tions to relieve Carapo Mayor, and besiege 
Olivenza and Badajos. 

The English commander-in-chief, sensible 
of the great importance of the possession of 
the fortress of Badajos to his future opera¬ 
tions, had aiTangcd with the marquis Ro- 
mana, that the Spanish army should take up a 
strong position behind the Gebora for its de¬ 
fence, in the event of its being assailed hv the 
enemy. For this purpose he amply detailed 
the measures by which he was of opinion that 
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the attempt might be frustrated, UEtil he was 
in a coDdition to act on the offeusiye by the 
junction of the reinforcement of the 5,000 
troops who were daily expected to arrive 
at* Lisbon* He directed Mendizabel to 
secure the passage of the Gnadiana by 
the raining of the bridges of Medellin and 
Merida, ready for explosion should the 
enemy attempt the passage of that river. 
To increase the great natural strength of 
the posdion, he was directed to fortify it 
with intrenchmeotSj the duke being con¬ 
vinced that if the Spaniards were to be 
trusted any where, it was behind stone walla 
and deep trenches, and that at best it could 
only be expected of them that they should 
stand still. Instead of adopting this salutary 
counsel, Mendizabel, a man utterly incap¬ 
able of originating any plan for himself, 
and, like his countrymen, possessed of too 
much pride and self-conceit, to adopt the 
counsel of those who were competent to 
advise him, lingered on the heights of San 
Christoval, till, alarmed at the fall of a 
few shells, thi'own by the French from 
the opposite bank of the river, into bis 
encampment, he hastily deserted his post, 
and being suddenly and furiously attacked 
by the enemy, bis huge mass of fugitives 
was divided and slaughtered, and leaving 
in the hands of the victors 8,0Q0 prisoners, 
with all his artillery and ammunition, he 
abandoned Badajos to its fate. On the 
evening of their easy conquest, the French 
broke ground before Badajos* 

The fort ivas nobly and gallantly de¬ 
fended by Rafael Menaeho, until that brave 
and honourable man was slain in an un¬ 
successful sortie on the French batteries; 
when the comraand devolved on "one Imaz, 
who, like a poltroon and a traitor,deter¬ 
mined to siuTeuder tlie fortress to the 
enemy. At the very crisis of putting his 
treachery into execution, he was informed 
by three different channels (namely, by 
letter, a messenger, and a telegraphic com¬ 
munication fi’om Elvas), that Massena was 
in full retreat, and that the British army, 
under Beresford, was in actual march to 
raise the siege; yet he did not hesitate to 
stirrender, though his garrison consisted of 
8,000 men, his stores of every kind abun¬ 
dant, the breach still impracticable, the 
streets were retrenched, and the besiegers 
greatly reduced by sickness and fatigue* 
To the honour of his lieutenants, Garda 
and Juan Mancio, be it said, that they scorn¬ 
fully opposed the dishonourable measure* 


To serve as a cover to his treachery and 
cowardice, the dastard had made a con¬ 
dition with Soult, that the garrison should 
march through the breach for the purpose 
of laying down their arms; but before 
tliat display of mock heroism could be 
executed, he was obliged to enlarge the 
breach himself* The bridges of Medellin 
and Merida had been neglected to be mined 
by the ignorant Spanish engineers to whom 
the task had been intrusted* 

By those acts of toachery and ignorance 
the plans of the English commaiider-iu- 
chief were greatly frustrated. The com¬ 
munication between Andalusia and Castile 
was thrown open to the enemy; the Alem- 
tejo made easy of entrance, facilities of 
aiding Massena created, and the fate of the 
Peninsula again endangered* Had Men- 
dizahel occupied the almost impregnable 
position pointed out for him, he would have 
possessed a decided advantage in harassing 
the enemy, and impeding the progress of 
the siege* The consequences involved in 
the fail of Badajos, are most appropriately 
described in the following expression of 
lord Wellington: "If it had not been for 
the treachery of Imaz, Spain would have 
been out of the fire, notwithstanding former 
treachery, blunders, and CK 5 wardice.^^* 
Beresford, putting his troops in motion 
on the morniiig of the 23rd of March, his 
advanced guard, consisting of 2,000 cavalry 
and a brigade of infantry, under colonel 
Colborne, came up with the enemy, who, 
having heard of the advance of the British, 
were in the act of evacuating Campo Mayor, 
The French retreat was covered by a strong 
detachment of hussars, but these not being 
sufficient to beat off their pul^suers, four re¬ 
giments of dragoons advanced to their sup¬ 
port* The 13th light dragoons and the 
French cavalry, then charging witli loose 
reins, rode so fiercely up against each other, 
that numbers on both sides were disraounted 
by the shock* The combatants pierced 
through on both sides, then re-formed and 
charged again, when the 13th, galloping 
forwards, cut down the gunners who were 
conducting the battering train, continued 
their course till they headed the Prench 
column of march, and made themselves 
masters of a convoy of goods, stores, and 
ammunition* But the gallant captors were 
not able to retain possession of their booty, 
from the unaccountable want of support froin 
the brigades of heavy cavalry in reserve. 

* WeJiingim J}e^i?a£€hes. 
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column, and returned by cutting their way 
through it; while others, hurried on by 
extreme ardour and impetuosity, kept up a 
ruaning and an irregular combat with the 
horsemen of the enemy, to the veiy mouths 
of the guns on the ramparts of Badajos, and 
even made some prisoners at the biidge of 
that town.* But the consequence of that i 
hot and uncontrollable conduct tras that 
about seventy of those heroic horsemen were , 
captured close to the gates of Badajos. The 
euemy lost three hmidred men in killed 
and wounded, one hundred prisoners, and 
one howitzer. The loss sustained by the 
13th in their gallant and chivalrous exploit, 
was occasioned by mai'sbal Beresford order- 
iug the heavy cavahy brigade, consisting of 
the 3rd dragoon guards, and the 4th dra¬ 
goons, who were advancing to their aid, to 
halt, in consequence of the hasty and er¬ 
roneous report of one baron Trip, a Hano- 
verian belonging to his staff, who, seeing the 
13th gallop through the French cavalry, and 
the enemVs columns close up, concluded 
that the 13th was cut off. While this chi- 
valrous exploit of the 13th excited the un¬ 
bounded admiration of the army, it met 
with the foUowng severe reprimand from 
the coiumander-ia-chief: — “I wish you 
would call together the officers of the dra¬ 
goons, and point out to them the mischiefs that 
must result from the disorder of the troops 
in action. This undisciplined ardour of the 
13th dragoons, and 1st regiment of Portu¬ 
guese cavalry, is not of the description of 
tiie determined bravery and steadiness of 
soldiers confident in their discipline and in 
their officers. Their conduct was that of a 
rabble galloping as fast as their horses 
would cany them over a plain, after au 
enemy to whom they could do no mischief 
when they were broken, and -the pursuit 
had continued a limited distance; and 
sacrificing substantial advantages, and all 
the objects of your operation, by tbeir want 
of discipline. To this description of tbeir 
conduct I add my entire conviction, that if 
the enemy could have thrown out of Badajos 
only 100 men, regularly formed, they would 
have driven back these two regiments in 
equal haste and disorder, and would pro- 

* At Fuentea d’Onot a similar exploit i^as per¬ 
formed by the Xst regiment of heavy dragoons. They 
charged a French regiment of cavalry, and theahock 
was so tremendous, that many men and horses were 
overthrown on each side. They rode througli and 
passed each other, and then wheeling round, reformed 
and came again to a second charge. 
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bably have taken many whose horses had 
been knocked up. If the 13th dragoons 
are again guilty of this conduct, I shall 
take their horses from them, and send the 
officers and men to do duty at Lisbon.*^' 
Notwithstanding this judicious reprimand, 
the chivalric exploit of the 13th excited the 
boundless admiration of the whole army. 

To restrain all undue impetuosity on the 
part of officers and men, which might en¬ 
danger the safety of the troops and derange 
the plan of operations presented for their 
guidance, the English general, after the un¬ 
toward affair of the escape of the garrison 
of Almeida, caused copies of the following 
admonition to be distributed among the 
officers of the army :— 

"The frequent instances which have oc¬ 
curred lately of severe loss, and, in some 
instances, of important failure, by officers 
leading the troops beyond the point to 
which they were ordered, and beyond all 
bounds, such as the loss of the prisoners 
taken in front of the village of Fuentes; the 
loss incurred by the 13th light dragoons, 
here and at Badajos; the severe loss in- 
cuiTed by the troops in the siege of Badajos, 
on the right of the Guadiana; and the still, 
more recent loss at Almeida, have induced 
me to determine to bring before a general 
court-martial, for disobedience of orders, 
any officer who shall iu future be guilty of 
this conduct. I entertain no doubt of the 
readiness of the officers and soldiers of the 
army to advance upon the enemy ; but it is 
my duty, and that of every officer in com¬ 
mand, to regulate this spirit, and not to 
expose the soldiers to contend with unequal 
numbers in situations that are disadvanta¬ 
geous to them; and above all, not to allow 
them to follow up trifling advantages to 
situations where they cannot be supported, 
from which their retreat is not secure, and 
in which they incur the risk of being pri¬ 
soners to the enemy they had before beaten. 
The desire to be forwai'd in engaging the 
enemy is not uncommon in the British 
army; but that quality which I wish to see 
the officers possess, who are at the head of 
the troops, is a cool discriminating judg¬ 
ment in action, ivhicli will enable them to i 
decide with promptitude, how far they can 
and ought to go with propriety; and to 
convey their orders, and act with such 
vigour and decision, that the soldiers wjU 
look up to them with confidence in the 
moment of action, and obey them with 
alacrity.” I 
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Oa obtaLaiag possession of Campo Mayor, 
Beresford cantoned his troops at Elvas and 
the adjoining Tillages^ while the means of 
bridging the Guadiana at Jiirmnenlm were 
obtained, the requisite materials haying, as 
usual, been promised by the Portuguese 
government, but not supplied* On the 3rd 
of April a bridge was constructed, consist- 
ing of trestle piers in the fordable places, 
and in the deep parts, of the five Spanish 
boats that had been saved fi^om the stores 
at the capture of Badajos by the French ; 
but in the course of the night it was carried 
away by a sudden rising of the river. No 
materials being at hand, a narrow viaduct, 
consisting of pontoons and casks, collected 
from the neighbouring villages, being spee¬ 
dily formed for the infancy, and the five 
Spanish boats being converted into flying 
bridges for the cavalry and artillery, on the 
evening of the 6th the whole army eSected 
the passage of the river, and took up its posi¬ 
tion on the left bank. In the bourse of the 
night, Latour Maubourg, who had succeeded 
Mortier in the command of the French 
troops iuEstremadura, passing, with 3,500 in¬ 
fantry and 500 cavalry, unobserved through 
some Portuguese videttes, surprised and cap¬ 
tured a squadron of the 13th light dragoons, 
and penetrating the village in which Beres- 
ford^s head-quarters were established, was 
allowed to escape without a shot or a sabre 
being employed against him. 

On the morning of the 9th, Beresford 
advanced on Olivenza, and after a halt of 
two days, left Cole, with the fourth division 
and Madden's l^ortuguese cavalry to reduce 
the place, A sufficient battering train being 
collected from Elvas, the town was invested 
on the 12th, and the wall being breached 
oa the 14th, the governor surrendered the 
place on the following morning. On the 
16th, Cole joined Beresford at Zafra ; and 
on the same day, the 10th light dragoons 
intercepting, l^etween Los Santos de Ma- 
qaira and Usagre, two regiments of French 
cavalry (the 4th and 16th hussars), who had 
been raising contribatious in the neighbour¬ 
hood, and had succeeded in collecting con¬ 
siderable stores, attacked them, and pursu¬ 
ing them for the distance of six miles, slew 
above 300, took many prisonei^s, and recap¬ 
tured part of the plunder* Had Beresford, 
according to his instructions, been enabled 
to invest Olivenza and Badajos, instead of 
cantoning his troops at Elvas and its neigh¬ 
bourhood, the war would have soon been trans¬ 
ferred from the frontiers of Portugal into 

the heart of Spain, and the History of the 

1 PetunsularAVar" might have been shortened 

1 by several years. The secrecy and promp¬ 
titude with which Wellington inarched bis 

1 army on Estremadura, and the moral effect 
; of the late cliivalrous daring of the IStli 
light dragoons, would have tended mate¬ 
rially to the reduction of Badajos. But the 
failure in the attempt delayed the English 
chief for one year on the frontiers of Por¬ 
tugal, and enabled the enemy to prepare bis 
plans. And it may be confidently said, that 
had the British government thrown at once 
on a proper part of the European continent, 
a force deserving the nania of an army, 
instead of the pitiful driblets they had ever 
done, and the temporary measures they had 
adopted, until they had determined on the 
descent on the Peninsula, the career of Buo¬ 
naparte might have been checked, and his 
fate determined many years earlier. 

The English commander-iu-chief haring 
given instructions for the blockade of Al¬ 
meida, delivered the command of the allied 
army in Beira to sir Brent Spencer, ad in- 
terijUj wliile he proceeded to Estremadura 
to inspect personally the condition of the 
army under sir William Beresford, and to 
decide ou the means of carrying on effec¬ 
tually the siege of Badajos, which had been 
surrendered on the 11th of the preceding 
month to the enemy. He reached the camp 
oa the 21st, and on the following day, with 
a strong escort of German light troops 
which had recently joined the army, and 
two squadi'ous of Madden's Portuguese 
cavalry, he reconnoitred Badajos for the 
purpose of making the enemy indicate his 
force. At that moment, a convoy, under 
escort, was coming in from the country, 
and an effort being made to cut it off, fb® 
assailants were beaten off, with the loss of 
100 men, by a sally of the garrison, under 
the command of the governor. 

Orders were now issued for active opera¬ 
tions against Badajos; but when the prepa¬ 
rations for the siege were nearly completed, 
the floods again carried away the bridge 
which had been thrown across the Gua¬ 
diana at Jurumenhuj the water rising 
nearly nine feet in the course of twelve 
hours. That untoward accident put a stop 
to all offensive operations for the present; 
as the army could not not be subsisted 
witliout having a constant communication 
with Elvas, and in the event of Soultis 
advance to relieve the fortress, a battle 
would be very hazardous with such a river 
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in the rear, withoat a facility of transit for 
a retreating army, Beresfoi'd was therefore 
directed merely to blockade Badajos as 
closely as possible^ till the bridge was re¬ 
establish ed^ and to post his army so as to 
command the communication with the right 
of the river by the Slerida bridge. To in¬ 
sure a successful issue to the sicge^ the 
English commander-in-chief determined to 
require the assent of the Spanish generals 
(Blake, Castanos, and Ballasteros), to a com¬ 
bined plan of operations, which he detailed 
in the following Memorandum — 

To the officers in command of corps in 
Estremadura. 

“Elvas, 23rd April, 181L 

The corps of allied British and Porto- 
gnese troops, under marshal sir William 
Beresford, being about to be employed in 
the siege of Badajos, it is desirous that the 
troops in Estremadura, the Cenclado cle 
Niebla, and Andalusia, should co-operate in 
and protect that operation. 

It has been reported, and there is reason 
to believe that it is t/ne, that the enemy 
have fortified them magazines and establish¬ 
ments at Seville, and therefore no diversion 
that might be threatened, or even attempted 
on that city, will have the effect of drawing 
off the enemy^s attention from the measures 
he must adopt to relieve Bados. If that 
relief should be attempted, therefore, it will 
be by the whole force which the enemy can 
bring from the blockade of Cadiz, and from 
his several corps in Andalusia, Granada, 
&c., and it must be resisted by the whole 
force of the allies en masse; and the follow¬ 
ing plan is proposed for the consideration 
of the Spanish general officei’s. 

Sir William Bereford^s corps will carry 
on the operations of the siege; and it is 
requested that general Castanos will aid 
him with three battalions to work in the 
trenches. 

“ In case the enemy should endeavour to 
interrupt the siege, and sir William Beres- 
ford should think proper to fight a battle 
to save it, he will probably collect his troops 
in the neighbourhood of Albuera. It is 
proposed, that the troops under tlie Conde 
de Penre Villemeiir should obsen^e the 
enemy towards Guadalcanal, reporting all 
that passes daily to marshal sir William 
Beresford. In case the enemy should ad¬ 
vance in force, the Conde de Penre Villemeur 
should retire by the road of Usagre, Villa 
Franca, Alraendralejo, and to the left of the 
position of the allied British and Portuguese 
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army, ascertaining, and sending daily, intel¬ 
ligence of the enemy's force and move¬ 
ments. 

“ It is proposed that the troops under 
general Morillo shall continue to occupy 
Merida, and observe all tliat passes towards 
Almarez and the passages of the Tagus* In 
case of the advance of the enemy, general 
Jlorillo should break up, and march by 
Lebon, and be prepared to join the allied 
British and Portuguese army, either by 
Talaveruela, or by a more direct route* 

It is proposed that, during the siege of 
Eadajos, general Ballasteros shall have his 
quarters at Burguillos, and communicate by 
Ills left, uith the Conde de Penre Villemeur, 
and observe the roads tlirough the Sierra 
by Fregenal and Monasterio, taking care 
to involve liimself in no serious affair, and 
sending daily information to sir "William 
Beresford of all that passes* 

In case, the enemy should advance, 
general Ballasteros should retire by the 
road of Barcarrota upon Valverde, in order 
to join on the right of the army. 

When general Blalte^s corps shall land, 
it IS proposed that it should take its station 
at Xeres de los Caballeroa; and, if the 
enemy should advance, it should fal! back 
by the same road as that pointed out for gen¬ 
eral Ballasteros. 

** It is proposed, tliat the troops of the 
several nations shall carry on these opera¬ 
tions under the command of their several 
chiefs, of course communicating w'ith each 
other constantly, as above proposed; but, 
in case of joining for the purpose of giving 
battle to the enemy, it will be necessary 
that the whole should be under the orders 
of the officer of the highest military rank, 

“ The Spanish general officers are re¬ 
quested to state to sir William Beresford 
whether they will or not co-operate with 
him in the manner above proposed, in carry¬ 
ing on the siege of Badajos; and what the 
nuniberis of the effective men of the cavalry, 
infantry, and artillery, under their several 
commands* Wellington.'' 

Before the pride and the perverseness 
of the Spanish generals conceded to these 
wholesome and judicious suggestions, iu- 
teUigence being received ftom sir Brent 
Spencer, that Slassena was again in force 
on the A.gueda, having established Ms 
head-quarters at Ciudad Rodrigo, the 
English commander-in-chief instantly re¬ 
paired to Beira, and arrived at Villa For¬ 
mosa on the 28th of the month. Previous 
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to Ills depart are, foreseeing the probahility 
of Soult^s advance to raise the siege of 
BadajoSj he instructed Beresford that Al- 
buera was the best battle-field that could be 
selected in the neighbourhood of that forti'ess* 
With the broken and dispirited band 
with which Massena had re-crossed the 
frontier of Portugab he had fallen hack to 
Salamanca, where he made the roost strenu¬ 
ous exertions to refit and reorganize his shat¬ 
tered forces* Being reinforced by two divi¬ 
sions of the 9tli corps, which on account of 
Joseph Buonaparte^s flight fi‘ora Madrid 
was no longer necessary in that locality, as 
also by the cavalry and artillery of the 
imperial .guard under Bessieres, from the 
army of the nortli, he advanced to the fron¬ 
tiers of Portugal ; and on the eve of the 
invasion he addressed a proclamation to the 
French army, couched in the usual inflated 
and bombastic Napoleonic phraseology; in 
which, among much braggadocioism and 


exaggeration, the following startimg decla¬ 
ration appeared: Soldiers of the army of 
Portugal! After six months of glorious and 
tranquil operations you have returned to 
the first scene of your triumphs,^^ As the 
river Agueda was not as yet fordable for 
infantry, no movement was made, except 
two of reconnoissance towards the bridge of 
the Azava, near Marialva, in both of which 
tlie French sustained considerable loss* On 
the 2nd of Jlay, however, the wdiole of the 
army, consisting of the 3nd, fith, and 8 th 
corps, amounting to 41,000 infantry, and 
5,000 cavalry, crossed the Agueda at Ciudad 
Rodrigo, escorting a convoy of stores and 
provisions for the relief of Almeida* The 
English commander-in-chief immediately 
concentrated his force, amounting to 32,000 
infantry and 1,500 cavalry, to deliver battle, 
though both the ground and the circum¬ 
stances were unfavourable, and opposed the 
entry of the supplies. 


THE BATTLE OF FUEN'TES B^ONOE* 


As the great object of the English general 
was to keep up the blockade of Almeida, 
and prevent the enemy from having any 
communication with the garrison, he was 
compelled to take up a position with the 
river Coa in 3ns rear* To make provision 
for this disadvantage, it was necessary to 
keep open tlie communication with the 
I bridge of Sabiigal; and thus was imposed 
on him the necessity of occupying a position 
of not less than six miles from flank to 
flank, the ruins of Fort Conception being 
I on the extreme left, Fuentes d"' Onor (a 
i “ fair” and beautiful village situated on an 
eminence on the left bank of the Duas 
I Casas, near its source, the river dividing 
Portugal from Spain at an equal distauce 
from the two frontier lines,) towards the 
I centre, and Nave d'Aver on the extreme 
right* The position included the tahle- 
' land between the Turones and the Duas 
Casas, This was the position selected by 
the English general for the battle, md 
thougli somewhat similar to those of Assaje 
and Vimiero, he had confidence in the re¬ 
sources of his genius and the spirit of his 
troops* The event praved that his estimate 
was correct. 

To anticipate the enemy at whatever 
point he miglit direct his attack, the Gth 

VOL* 1, 2 F 


division, under general Campbell, observed 
the bridge opposite Alameda; sir William 
Erskiuc, with the 5 th, covered the passage 
of the Duas Casas at Fort Conception and 
Aldea del Obispo; while the principal part 
of the army, consisting of the 1st, 3rd, ' 
and 7th divisions, iras massed on Fuentes 
d^Onor, within cannon-shot, behind the vil¬ 
lage, ready to meet the enemy^s attack on , 
whatever point it might be dii’ccted; the 
village itself being occupied by a battalion 
of chosen detachments of light infantrv, 
taken from the 1st and. 3rd divisions, and 
placed under the command of lieutenant- 
colonel W illiams* Parkis brigade, with the 
queeiFs regiment from the 6th division, * 
kept np tlie blockade of Almeida* The 
partisan Julian Sanchez liad been prevailed 
on to occupy Nave d^Aver with bis guerilla 
iiorse and infautry* The light division was 
in observation on the banks of the Duas 
Casas. 

On the evening of the 2ud, the enemy 
passed the Azava, aud on the next morning, 
con tinning their march towards the Duas 
Casas, the light division, with its cavalry, 
fell back on Fuentes d^ Onor. Towards the 
evening of the 3rd, I/oisson having formed 
the 6th corps on the right bank of tlie river, 
with file intent of forcing the centre of tlic 
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British, position, nnder the cover of a hot 
cannoTiade, made a fierce attack on the 
village, hut the assault u^as successfully 
resisted by colonel Williams, who was re¬ 
inforced in succession by the Tlst, 79th, 
and a battalion of the 34th; when a vigorous 
charge being made on the enemy, he was 
driven from the lower part of the village of 
which lie had obtained a momentary pos¬ 
session ; and night closing tlie scene of the 
angry and deadly strife, fie withdrew across 
the Dues Casas. Colonel Williams was 
severely wounded in this honoarahle and 
well-contested coxiflict. 

Massena having failed in his attempt to 
pierce the British centre, determined to 
make a simultaneous attack on any other 
part of the line which should appear to pre¬ 
sent a weak point. For this purpose, he 
occupied the whole of the 4 tb in carefully 
reconnoitring the British position. From the 
course of the reconuoissauce, lord Welling¬ 
ton being of opinion that he would endea¬ 
vour to turn his right by crossing the river 
at P 050 Velho, which stands midway between 
Fort Conception and Puentes d^Onor, for 
the puj'pose of counteracting his attempt, 
moved the 7 th dirision, under major-gene¬ 
ral Houston, to that point, with orders to 
defend to the utmost the passage of the 
river. 

The anticipations of the English general 
were realised. At dayliglit of the 5tli 
(Sunday), the 8 tii corps, under Jundt, ap¬ 
peared in two columns, with all the cavalry, 
on the opposite side of the valley of the 
Duas Casas, and advancing against the vil¬ 
lage of P 090 Velho. Houston's advanced 
guard was driven hack, and the right of his 1 
division being turned in consequence of 
Julian SanchcK^—who had imprudently 
taken alarm—abandonment of Nave d’Aver, 
the right of Houston's division being un¬ 
covered, the village was carried by the 
enemy, Houston's advanced brigade retiring 
in good order. 

The light division, the cavalry, and a 
troop of hoi’se artillery, were sent to Hous¬ 
ton's assistance; but whilst the British 
cavalry were raoving up to his support, they 
were furiously charged by the whole of the 
French horse, supported by the infantry; 
and though the weak squadrons unflinch¬ 
ingly maintained the shock of the over- 
powdering numbers of the enemy, they were 
compelled to retii'C helimd the light division, 
which, forming itself into squares, and at 
the same time the 7th division taking ad- 
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vantage of the ground, which was in some 
parts intersected by stone walls, while in 
other parts the rocks stood several feet 
above the sui'faee, the united force poured 
in so destructive a fire, that the whole force 
of the enemy at once recoiled, and fell back 
in disorder. 

In the mean time, the enemy was gaining 
gi'ound in the wood of Poyo Velho, and his 
numerous cavalry was observed to be col¬ 
lecting on the right flank, while Urge masses 
of infantry were forming on the front. This 
movement determined the English general 
to take up a more concentrated position 
towards Iris left, by forming a new alligu- 
meiit at right angles witli his former posi¬ 
tion, from the Duas Casas to the Turones, 
and relinquishing his commimication with 
Sabugal. 

To Hccoraplish his purpose, tlie 7th 
and light divisions were ordered to a com¬ 
manding ground beyond the Tm'ones, whicli 
protected the right flank and the rear 
of the 1 st division, and covered the com¬ 
munication with the Goa, w hilc it prevented 
that of the enemy with Almeida by the 
road between the rivers. The 7 th division 
directed to talte post on the height 
beyond the Turoncs, which commanded the 
ivhole plain of Prenada, and the cavahy^ 
and the light division w^ere orefered to 
form in reserve, in rear of the left of the 
1 st divisioin The enemy viewing this 
movement as a general retreat, pressed on 
with the confidence of victory’. They had 
at one period cut off and surrounded, with 
their cavalry, captain Kamsay’s battery of 
horse-artillery. In a moment,^^ to adopt 
tlie vivid language of the liistorian of Tke 
War m ihe Pe?immla, great confusion 
and tumult, with sparkling of blades, and 
flashing of pistols, in the locality where 
the gallant band stood, was observed, when 
an English shout peeled high and clear; 
the mass was rent asunder, and Bamsay 
burst forth, sword in hand, at the head of bis 
battery, his horses breathing fire stretched 
across the plain, the guns hounded behind 
them^like things of no weight, and the 
monnteil gunners followed close, with heads 
bent low, and pointed w^eapons, in desperate 
career.^^ The gallant hand had broke its 
way through the astonished squadrons of 
the enemy, and brought off the battery. 
At the same moment, captain Brotherton 
advanced to their relief with a squadron of 
the 14th dragoons, and checked the head of 
the pursuing troops. 
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Tlie i*eti*ogressiYe movement of the 7th 
and light divisions was executM for near 
two miles with great regularity and firm¬ 
ness, in the face of the enemy's numerous 
cavalry, wliich, strongly supported fay artil¬ 
lery, made repeated charges on the retiring 
dirisions. The light division, liaring covered 
the passage of the 7th dirision across the 
Tnrones, commenced its own retreat over 
the plain in s(|uares, slowly and in good 
order, followed and continually outflanked 
by the French cavalry, one moment lost 
to sight, and the next emerging from the 
confused crowd, till they at length reached 
the ground appointed them, having been 
protected by the occasional charges of a 
few squadrons of their own cavalry, thi^ough 
the intervals of the squares. On the divi¬ 
sions taking up their battle-stations, the cav¬ 
alry, io passing through the intervals of the 
new alUgnment, having occasioned some 
confusion, llonthran ordered a charge of 
the wdiole French cavalry; but his force 
was received \rit!i so destructive a fire, that 
it retreated in confusion; from which time, 
the efforts of the enemy on the right were 
confined to a cannonade, and some charges 
of horse ou the advanced posts. 

But the storm of battle throughout the 
vrhole day was at Fuentes d'Onor* There the 
principjfl effort of the enemy was directed. 
Drouet made a desperate attack on the 
village, which was as desperately defended by 
the three British regiments, the 71st, 79th, 
and 34th infantry* Infantry, cavalry, and 
artillery, were all brought to beai*, and 
at nine o'clock in the morning, on a given 
signal, a tremendous cannonade opened on 
the devoted village, and the assault was 
made in front and flanks at the same time. 
The struggle was at one time on the hanks 
of the stream, and amongst the houses in 
the lower town, and at another among 
the rugged heights, and about the chapel. 
Every house in the lower town was taken 
and retaken in the course of the d^y, and 
one by one abandoned as the entrances were 
choked up with the dead. So hotly and stifliy 
was ^e contest maintamed by the gallant 
defenders of the village, that the numbers of 
the enemy brought in to reinforce Drouet 
produced but little effect* But the French 
guns played with so much fury, and the 
assailing columns became so powerful and 
impetuous, tliat the defenders were com¬ 
pelled to withdraw to the upper part of 
the village, wlien one tremendous inundation 
of Frenchmen pouring into the chapel. 


passed out on the opposite side, and they 
were about attempting a formation to assail 
the plateau, or table-hind, between the 
Turones and the Duas Casas, when the 
74th, 83rd, and 88th, under general Mac- 
kinnou, advanced to the charge, and drove 
them back into the village at the point 
of the bayonet, where the coiitest recom¬ 
menced, and was kept up with great vigour 
and obstinacy till nightfall, wlieii the enemy 
retired about a cannon-shot from the stream, 
leaving the English in possession of the 
upper part of t\m village, and the lower 
part in the silent occupation of the dead/' 
In this desperate affair, bayonets were re¬ 
peatedly crossed. 

Never was national rivalry and heroism 
more conspicuously shown than in the battle 
of Fuentes d^Ouor. Each army performed 
prodigies of valour* Never were the gal¬ 
lantry and devotion of every regiment en¬ 
gaged, in that part of the contest which was 
about the village, exceeded. But the conduct 
of the French 45tii of the line was emi¬ 
nently conspicuous. It came on to the sound 
of music, in all the regularity of a field 
day, and planting its eagle on the wall 
of the village nearest to the British position, 
maintained it floating there, till forced to 
retire, when neai* 100 dead were found 
piled on one another, near the pole of their 
favourite banner, all slain in their heroic 
attempts to rescue it from the foe. The 
loss of the British was 1,776 in killed, 
wounded, and missing—that of the French 
is said to have exceeded 5,000* Inter¬ 
cepted letters stated, that between 3,000 and 
4,000 had been wounded. 

At daylight of the 6th the whole French 
army was in motion, and on the 10th retired 
across the Azava, in fiill retreat for Ciudad 
Rodrigo, Masseua having preriously trans¬ 
mitted orders to the governor of Almeida to 
blow up the fortifications and withdraw tlie 
garrison to Barba del Puerco, whence he 
was to march to San Felices, where a strong 
force would be ready to cover his retreat* 

He had recourse to this artifice/' says 
general Sarrazin, to repair as much as 
possible the reverses he had experienced, 
and to cover or gloze over his disgrace," after 
all his vaunting and boasts. He carried his 
boastfnl spirit and disposition for misrepre¬ 
sentation so far as even to arrogate to him¬ 
self the victory jnst obtained at Fuentes 
d'Onor, representing that the evacuation and 
not tlie relief of Almeida, was the object for 
which the battle of Fuentes d'Onor had 
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been foiiglit; adopting tlie usual Napoleoiiic 
Jesuitical phraseology:— “ The operatiou/' 
said hOj which had put the army in motion^ 
was thus terminated/'^ In conformity with 
his orde^j general Brenuier, the governor 
of Almeida, mined the principal fortifications 
in the course of the day of tlie 11th, and at 
11 o'clock of the night of that day, having 
given the watcliword, Buonaparte and 
Bayard,” to his brave and intrepid follow¬ 
ers, and marshalling the garrison into two 
columns, placing the baggage in the rear of 
each to allure and detain ms pursuers, evacu¬ 
ated the place. His advanced guard came 
up with the English posts at the moment 
tlie mines exploded and blew up the ram¬ 
parts, The spirit of the attack, and the 
superiority of numbers, easily opened a pas¬ 
sage for the head of the column, through 
the pickets, who were all bayoneted. The 
queen's regiment, and the other troops em¬ 
ployed in the blockade, believing the explo¬ 
sions were of the same kind as those tiiey 
had heard on the preceding nights (the gar- 

• In his ofTicial letter to Lord Liverpool, lie ex¬ 
pressed the same sentiments, and with scarcely Jess 
acerbity; and candour must allow that the honour 
of tlie service) and the interests of his country, de¬ 
manded the severity of Ins just and judicious re¬ 
buke:— 

** To the Earl of Liverpool, Secletary of State* 

** Villa Formosa, 15th Ma 3 % ISIL 

“ iSIt be AH TjOEP,“You will iTceive by this post 
the account of the blowing up of Almeida; and 
alihough I believe that we have taken or destroyed 
the greater part of the garrison, I have never been 
so much distressed by any military event as by the 
escape of even a man of them. 

The enemy having retired across the Azava, dur¬ 
ing tile niglit of tile 9th, I went forward in the morn¬ 
ing to observe theh subsequent movements. About 
one oViock of the day of the 10th, having seen their 
whole army across the Agueda, i sent orders for the 
right of the army to remove their cantonments on 
the Unas Casas; the advanced guard and cavalry upon 
the Azava and the Up[3er Agneda; the oth division 
(Sir W* Iilrskiiie) to send a regiment to Barba de 
Fuerco; and the Gtli division (major-general Camp¬ 
bell) to resume the blockade of Almeida. 

“ Sir W, Erskine was dining with sir Brent Silen¬ 
cer at head-quai'ters, and received his orders abotit. 
four o’clock; and he says he sent them off forthwiLb 
to the 4th regiment, which ivas stationed, under 
former orders, on the Duas Casas, half-way between 
Aldea de Obispo and Barba de Fuerco/ General 
Campbell called on me about half-past fire or six 
o’clock, and told me that before dark his division 
would have resumed their positions for the blockade* 

“At about half-past twelve the place w^as blown 
up; and the garrison had about fourteen miles to 
march to Barba de Pnerco, and nearly the same dis¬ 
tance to the only fords on the Agueda, the whole of 
which 'Were occupied by our dragoons. 

** General Pack and general Campheil both ex- 
peeled that the garrison would attempt to escape, 
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rison, whilE Alassena was bet'^veen the Duas I I 
Casas and the Azava, having been in tlic ' | 
hahit of firing camion during the night, and * 
of making constant attacks on the pickets; 
measures no doubt preparatory to the intend¬ 
ed evacuation, and designed to beguile tlie , 
attention of tlie besiegers,) remained at their 1 
posts and cantonments till the cause had I 
been actually ascertained* The negligence, ' 
too, of some of the British oflScers, particu- I 
lady Erskiiie and Campbell, not a iittle ^ 
aided Brennier in his bold and daring at¬ 
tempt, But though the garrison escaped, 
and formed a junction with Regnier, who 
ivas waiting for them at the bridge of San 
Felicesj it was much harassed on. its flanks, 
and lost all its baggage and 300 prisoners, 
and the whole of its rear-guard was cut to 
pieces* Great, however, was the mortifica¬ 
tion of the English comniaudcr-in-chief, that 
a single FrencJiman escaped, and he angrily 
declared, that he looked on it as ^^the most 
disgraceful event that had occurred during 
the war*”^ Had the mere precaution of 

and were both at Maljiarthk, about four miles from 
Almeida, on the road towards the Agueda and Barba 
de Puorco, General Pack Joined the pickets, and 
followed the enemy with ten men, and kept a fire 
upon them, as a guide to the other troops, which ho 
supposed were following* General Campbell did Ibl- 
low, with eight companies of the 3Gth gjgimsnt* 

The 8th Portuguese regiment, under lieutenant* 
colonel Douglas, which was at Junga, on the south¬ 
west side of Almeida, marched when the explosion 
was heard, and arrived at Barba de Puerco before 
the French; hut finding nobody there excepting a 
picket of cavalry, they passed the Duas Ca,=%as again, 
and thus misled them* 

“ The Queen’s regiment, which was within a mile 
of Almeida on the road to Malpartida, were not 
aware that the jilace was blown up, and did not 
march at all; and the 4th regiment, which it was 
said did not receive their orders before midnight, and 
had only two and*adialf miles to march, missed their ; 
road, and did not arrive at Barba de Puerco till after 
the French, and with general Campbell and general 
Pack ; and the flank battalions of the 5th (fivision, 
whieh sir W* Erskine had detached from.Aldea del 
Obispo (so long after he liad Jieaid the explosion, 
that he sent an officer to Almeida, between five and 
six miles, to ascertain wdiat it was, and this officer “ 
Imd returned), arrived nearly at the same time. 

“ Tlie other corps of the 6th division had nwched 
dlfforent distances in pursuit of the eimmy; out, ex¬ 
cepting the 39th and tlie 8th Portuguese,' none had 
crossed tlie Tui'ones. 

“ Thus your lordship will see that, if the 4th regi¬ 
ment had received the orders issued at one, before it 
was dark, at eight o'clock at night; or if they liad not 
missed their road, the garrison must have laid down 
their arms; and the same would have occurred if lieu- 
tenant-colonel Douglas had remained at Barba de 
Puerco; and possibly the same “would have occurred, 
had tlie pursuit been judiciously managed* 

“ Possibly I have, to reproach myself for not hat- 
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flrawing lines of circuiiivaUatiou round the 
fortressj been adopted^ the misfortune might 
imre been obviated, as the delay whicli the 
attack upon such lines would have occa- 
sionedj would have given time to collect the 
blockading troops, and of giving Brennier 
that chastiseraent for having put himself 
vrithout the pale of the accustomed laws of 
war^ by the wantou and imivarraTitable de¬ 
struction of the fortifications and warlike 
stores of the fortress- 

One of the early consequences of the vic¬ 
tory at Fuentes d'Onor w^as the advance of 
the British rear on tiie A^ava and the lower 
Agueda, wliile the main body occupied can¬ 
tonments on the Duas Casas* Having been 
thus far successful in tlie north, the British 
chief was preparing to proceed to the soutli 
to direct and prosecute the siege of Badajos, 
when, on the loth, he received advice from 
marshal Beresford, that Soult bad broken up 
from Seville, and was advancing for the re¬ 
lief of Badajos* Transferring the command 
of the army to general Spencer, he imme¬ 
diately set off for Elvas, and there on the 
19 th ascertained at the same time that 
Beresford had been obliged to raise the 
siege of Badajos, and the issue of the battle 
of Albuera* 

Beresford had been directed to endeavour 
to retake Badajos before the French had 
had time to repair the breaches and fill up 
the trenches, The causes that prevented 
him from putting bis orders into immediate 
I execution have already been stated. Much 
valuable time was also lost before the Span¬ 
ish generals acceded to the plans which lord 
Wellington had enjoined on Beresford as | 
the indispensable condition of laying siege 
to that fortress.'^ At length operations were 
commenced against the fortress* On the 8th 
of May the investment commenced on the 
left bank of the Giiadiana ; and on the 11th 
a breaching battery was coiistracted against 
ing be(>n on the spot j but really, when the enemy’s 
whole army had crossed the Agueda, with the excep¬ 
tion of one Inigade of cavalry, in front of Ciudad 
Rodrigo, I did not think it probable that the attempt 
to escape would be made j and having employed two 
divisions and a brigade, to prevent the escape of 
1,400 men, who I did not think it likely would 
attempt to cscapci the necessity of my attendance 
personally to this operation, after I had been the 
whole day on the Axava, did not occur to me. How¬ 
ever, it is that alone, in the w*h(jle operation, in which 
I have to reproach myself, as everything was done 
that could be done, in the way of order and instruc¬ 
tion* 

“1 certainly feel, every day, more and more die 
difficulty of the situation in which I am placed, I 
am obliged to be everyTvhere and if absent from any 


Fort St Christovalj but the siege 
was perfectly inadequate to the undertaking, 
Tlie guns being small, and brass, were inef¬ 
fective, and soon silenced by the superior 
fire of the enemy* On the 12th, intelligence 
being received that Soult was in full march 
from Seville to relieve the place, the pro¬ 
gress of tlie works was arrested^ tlie gabions 
and fascines burned, the siege malMel 
conveyed across the river; and the flying 
bridge drawn ashore, seven lumdred men 
lianng perished in the fruitless undertaking. 
On the breaking up of the siege, tlie wliole 
of the allied army, except the fourth divi¬ 
sion, which remained to maintain the block¬ 
ade of the place, marclied for Albnera, to 
give the enemy battle. At a conference 
held at Valverde on the IStli, witli the 
Spanish commanders, Blake, Castanos, and 
Ballasteros, the command in chief was ceded 
to Beresford, and Blake engaged to bring 
up the Spanish army into line by 12 clock 
on noon of the 15th. The Anglo-Portu¬ 
guese reached the field of Albuera on the 
lath, where they found their cavalry had 
already taken post* At this time Massena 
was superseded hy Marmontin the command 
of the army of Portugal, as that division of 
the French force in the Peninsula ivas, in 
Napoleonic phraseology, pompously termed. 
“ LTmfant gkte de la victoii*c/^ ^Uhefavom^- 
iie ektid of victory/^ or as some versions 
have it—Me spoiled cktldofforiune—lmring 
been foiled by the superior strategetics of liis 
opponent; and seeing his reversionary hopes 
of having the crown of Portugal perched 
upon his pate dissipated—pleaded ill health 
and returned to Paris, having narrowly es¬ 
caped capture by Mina at the Puerto de 
Arlaban, near Vittoria, wdio took the whole 
of his baggage and plunder. He wms not the 
only Frenchman baffled by Wellington, who 
in his aspirations had been alike frusti^ated 
and disappointed of their ^^high degree*” 
operation, something goes WTong, It Is to be hoped, 
that the general and other officers of the army will 
at last acquire tliat expenenee which will teach them 
that success can be attained only by attention to tlie 
most minute details; and by tracing every part of 
every operation, from its origin to its conclusion, 
point by point, and by ascertaining that ilie whole is 
understood by those who are to execute it, 

“ Believe me, 

IVELUNGTOy*'' 

* Some writers have accused Beresford of unne¬ 
cessary delay. The follomng observation, w'hich 
occurs in a letter dated “Elvas, April 21st/* seems 
to justify the accusation :—am aMd” Scays the 
English commander-in-ebief, ** that we have lost 
much valuable time here; and I have come here 
principally to matters in the right roacU* 
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THE BATTLE 

The battle of Albiiera^ one of tlie fiercest | 
on human recordj derives its name from the 
village of Albuera, or as it is otherwise 
\\Tittenj Albuhera; Tvliich is about five 
Spanish leagues distant from BadajoSj and 
sitnated on the river Albiiera. At the 
time of the battle it contained a church and 
about one hundred houses^ Tvhich liad been 
deserted by the inhabitants ; the only living 
animals in it wei’e an old man and his dog. 
On the right and left of tlie village ivere 
two bridges. Over that, to the left, the great 
road from Seville rans, and then divaricates 
to Badajos, It was for this reason that 
lord Wellington bad selected Albuera as a 
battle-field, should an action be necessary, 
in preference to receiving the enemy at Val- 
verde, which, though it presented a stronger 
position, Badajos would have been left open 
to tlie CBcmy's advance. 

The position was an undulating ridge 
about four miles ia extent, having the AJ- 
buera in Iront and the Arroya in its rear, 
both running nearly parallel. The right of 
the position had no point d^appui^ the muge 
of heiglits being prolonged in that direction 
to an extent it was impossible to occupy. A 
little above the bridge, a rivulet called the 
Ferdia joins the Albuera, and the banks of 
these streams and the ground between them 
were thickly covered ^vith ilex trees, a species 
of wood which, though calculated to conceal 
the formation of bodies of men, did not ini- 
pcde the movements of an array. 

On the morning of the loth the Anglo- 
Porfciiguese array occupied the loft of tlie 
position ] the right, which was elevated, aud 
consequently less assailable, was left open 
for Blake^s array ] but as Blake had failed 
to bring up his corps, the English marshal 
formed a temporary right wing with bis 
cavalry and artillery, and dispatched officers 
to hasten Blake's movements, who, though 
he had but a few miles to march, and tliat 
the roads were good, the head of his columns 
did not reach the ground till midaight, and 
the -rear at 8 o'clock of the day of battle. 
The army was then tuarshalled in two lines, 
the Spanish on the right, ou the heights, the 
British in the centre, and the Portuguese on 
the left. The two battalions of German 
rifienien occupied tlie village of Albuera j 
and a strong artillery battery protected the 
bridge. The cavalry, under Lumley, was 
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posted in the rear of the Spanish line. 
The fourth division, under general Cole 
(which had come up from Badajos after the 
action liad commenced,) and one brigade of 
the Portuguese division, formed a second 
line ia rear of the centre* The amount 
of the Spanish force was 16,000 meu| that 
of the Portuguese 8,000 j and that of the 
English between 6,000 and 7,000* Lumley's 
command consisted of 17 squadj^ons of cav¬ 
alry, amounting to near 2,000 men, Por¬ 
tuguese and English inclusive* Thirty-two 
guns constituted the whole of the artillery. 

About three o'clock on the evening of the 
15th the whole of the Freneh army, con¬ 
sisting of above 19,000 chosen infantry and 
4,000 veteran cavalry, \ritli fifty guns, took 
their station in the wooded ground on the 
opposite side of the AJbuera. The French 
general, Soult, in reconnoitring the position 
of the allied array, and observing its weak 
points, made Lis disposition of attack ac¬ 
cordingly. 

As on the right of the allies there was a 
kind of table-land trending backwards to¬ 
wards the Valverde road, and looking into 
their rear of the line of battle j and that 
their right wing was composed wholly of 
Spanish troops, wdiora the troops lie com¬ 
manded had repeatedly and i^eceiitly put to 
the most fearful rout and flight, the French 
marshal expected, I)y dispersing its disheart¬ 
ened and dispirited occupants, he would roll 
up the right wing of the allies upon theh 
centre, and drive them into the narrow ravine 
of the Arroya* Success in that quainter 
would give him possession of the Valverde 
road, and thus the retreat of his adversary 
would either be cut ofl', or it w^ould be disas¬ 
trous in the face of his numerous cavaliy. 
If he failed iu this point, an attack ou the 
bridge and village of Albuera would sever 
the wings of the allies, and enable the at¬ 
tacking force to compete with them separ¬ 
ately ) as also to serve as a feint to prevent 
the enemy from divining the principal part 
of the attack, and inaldug the necessary dis¬ 
position to meet it* 

For each of these movements great facili¬ 
ties were afforded the Freneh marshal for 
the formation of hia columns to remain 
unseen by the enemy until the moment of 
their debouchraent, and for concealmg their 
strength and direction until the moment 



















A.D. 1811.3 DUKE OE WELLINGTON. [battle op albuera. , ' 

they were in action* For the attack on tlie 
bridge and the village, which were in ad¬ 
vance of the centre of the British line, the 
wooded nature of the right banks of the 
Albuera effectually conceded the force and 

1 its disposition for that service, Beresford 
' having neglected to occupy the wooded hill 
between the two positions, and about a 

1 cannon-shot distant from either, but sepa¬ 
rated from the right of the allies by the 
Albuera, and from the left of the Fi'cnch by 
the Feidia, favoured his attack on tiie right 
dank. For his grand and principal attack, 
Soult, in the course of the night of the 15th, 
concentrated, behind the wooded hill, the 
5 th corps, under Girard, Lautour Mau- 
bourg's heavy cavalry, and the greater part 
of the ^tilleiy under Ruty. Thus, unseen 
and unsuspected, were 15,000 veteran troops, 
with forty pieces of artillery, within ten 
minutes' march of the right wing of the 
allies; while the remainder of his force, 
consisting of Godinot'a brigade, the division 
of the 1st corps under Werle, the light 
cavalry, and the ten remaining pieces of 
artillery, were formed in the woods that 
extended along the banks of the Ferdia, 
towards its coiitiueuce with the Albuera* 

A little before 8 o'clock in the morning 
ot the IGth of 5*1 ay, the ever-memorable 
j battle of Albuera began, by a heavy column, 
consisting of Werle's division and Godinot's 

1 brigade, preceded by a battery of ten giins, 

1 and fiauked by light cavalry, dchonching 
from the wooded ground between tliOi. Fer¬ 
dia and the Albuera, and making for the 

1 bridge; while the 5th corps, with Jfan- 
1 bourg's cavalry and Ruty's artillery, rushing 

1 from behind the wooded hill, were preparing 
' to ascend the heights on the right, Bei^es- 
ford, observing that Werle's division, and 
the light cavalryj did not follow closely on 
Godinot^s brigade, but countermarched, and- 
soon gained the rear of the main body 
advancing to the attack on the right, con- 
1 eluded that the village was not the real point 

1 of the attack, but the heights on the allied 

1 line; he therefore ordered Cole's division, 
which had just taken up its battle-station, to 
form obliquely to the rear of the inght; and 
at the same time he dispatched major Hard- 
1 inge to Blake to request him to form part of 
his first bne, and all his second at right 

1 angles, or in a perpendicular direction to liis 
original position, that the right wing might 
correspond to the new foont assumed by the 
centre, in order to enable it to meet the 
j flank movement of the enemy's principal | 

1 

1 ----- 

* 

attack, which was now completely de¬ 
veloped, ^ 

Blake doggedly refusing to comply with 
the conimander-in-cbiePs orders, on the 
ground that the principal attack was on the 
village, Beresford was obliged personally to 
obtain his compliance; but the surly and 
dogmatic Spaniard setting about the move¬ 
ment with the pomposity and pedantic slow- 
neas characteristic of his countrymen, the 
British general assumed the command, and 
attempted to wheel the sluggish force into 
the new front; but he was not able to push i 
forward the first line sufficiently to allow 
room for the second to support it, before tlie 
French artilleiy began to play among them; 
while the fifth corps and Werle's division, 

‘ advancing close to their position, poured in 
volleys of musketry, and the cavali'y out- 
flanking them in front, sabred them as they 
gave way nudei* the rolling fire of grape and 
musketry. Beresford, placing himself in 
the very front of danger, used every mode 
of authority and persuasion, to induce the 
disheartened Spaniards to advance to meet 
the enemy's attack. Seizing a colonel in 
one hand, and an ensign with the colours in 
the otheiv he thrust them forwards, in hopes 
that the fine would follow—but all in vain; 
the dastard officers slunk back to the ranks, 
and the panic-struck troops rushed, in mid 
and tumultuous confusion, towards the cen¬ 
tre, breaking through, and, in their terror, 
firing upon the very troops tliat were ad¬ 
vancing to their assistance* 

The Ikench now establishing themselves 
upon the ground abandoned by the Spa¬ 
niards, Soult formed his force in line, ex¬ 
tending to the Valverde road, and as the 
ground of wliich he had possessed himself 
rather commanded the rest of the position 
of the allied army, he would have been able 
to sweep with his artillery the whole of the 
allied line* So sure did he now calculate on 
victory, that he detached his heavy cavalry, 
under Maubourg, beyond the right of the 
allies, to take advantage of the first signal 
of retreat, and intercept or harass the allies 
in their retrograde movement. 

To dislodge the enemy from the com¬ 
manding position, and make an efibrt to i 
reti’ieve the fortune of the day, major- 
general William Stewart was ordered to 
bring up from the centre, colonel Colburn's 
brigade, consisting of the buffs, the fifith, 
the 2nd battlion of the 48thj and the 

Blst; but that officer leading his command 
up the lost position by columns of com- 
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I panies^ while they were in the act of de¬ 
ploying into line, as they crowned the 
! height {the two leading battalions liaviiig 
I completed the manoeuvre^ and the 31st re- 
' maining. in column}, they were assailed 
by a large body of • Polish lancers, and 
I some squadrons of French hussars, who 
I had galloped round on their rear, aud 
I wliose approach had been concealed by a 
mist aud heavy fall of rain, that had ob¬ 
scured tlie whole horizon. Even when seen, 

I being mistaken for Spanish cavalry, a mis¬ 
take occasioned by the dishonourable ruse 
I of the enemy calling out as they advanced, 

I “Vivan los Inglescs/^ “Vivan los amigos 
I I de EspaSaj^^—a dastardly subterfuge often 
adopted by the enemy in the course of the 
Peninsular War—tliey were allowed, with¬ 
out a shot being fired, to approach tlie 
ranks, atid the next moraent they were 
within them. The result was, the whole 
brigade, except the 31st, was either slain 
or driven forward into the enemy^s lines, 
and made prisoners, whole companies being 
cut down witbout having fired a single shot, 
or made the smallest resistance. At this 
moment, a gust of wind succeeding the 
rain, and clearing off the mist, general 
Lumley detached some squadrons of the 
liea^’y brigade against the merciless lancers 
and hussars, who did considerable execu- 
I tiau among them, while they were riding 
I over the field, spearing the wounded as 
they lay upon the ground. 

The 31st having been on the left of 
tlie ill-fated brigade, and having remained 
in column, was the only regiment that 
had escaped the destructive charge of the 
enemy^s cavalry^ That gallant regiment 
having managed to maintain its ground, 
general Stewart, who had escaped the car¬ 
nage, advanced with the same impetuosity, 
but in a more judicious order of battle, 
with the thn^d brigade of bis division, con¬ 
sisting of the 29th, the S/th, and the 1st 
; battalion of the 48tli, under major-general 
Ilougliton, for the purpose of restoring the 

* Much erroneous misapprehension exists on tins 
subject. Not only the public, but aii the books that 
treat of the battle of Albueia, attribute the merit of 
ordering the 4th division to restore the battle to 
major Hardinge. Never was there a greater error, 
and a greater act of injustice to the man who had the 
sole merit of gaining the battle. But both the error 
aud the injustice are niamly attributable to the author 
of T/i^ Iltslort/ of ike War in the Peninsula, ** While 
the comniander-in^chicf was thus preparing to resign 
the contest,” says he, “ colonel Hardinge, using bis 
name, ordered general Cole to advance with the 4th 
division, and tlieii riding to the Urd brigade of the 
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battle. A contest of tlie most bloody and 
pertinacious character now ensued. 

Tlie leading regiment, the 29tb, no sooner 
reached the summit of the disputed heights, 
than it ^vas exposed to a murderous fire of 
musketry and artillery, which spread havoc 
aud destruction tlu’oiigh its ranks. But un¬ 
daunted, it persevered in its coui'se, till, being 
prevented by a steep gully from reaching I 
the enemy vnth the bayonet, it halted, and 
opened fire. The 48th and 57th rapidly I 
taking their position in the Hue, the strug- I 
gle was maintained on both sides with the 
most desperate courage. It was an inces- i 
sant fire, or rather a perfect hurricane of 
grape and canister, very often at the distance 
of but twenty paces, only interrupted by 
partial charges of the bayonet by tlie iiritish. 

Of the 57th, wliicli amounted to 570 pri¬ 
vates, and twenty-four officers, only one officer 
remained standing, and above 400 of the pri¬ 
vates had fallen. The 29th and the 48th were 
in a more calamitous condition. 

Still the enemy maintained the struggle; 
and with so great efleet, that “the inaus¬ 
picious thought of retreaV arising in the 
agitated mind of the commander-in-chief, 
lie sent ordei's to Alton to abandon the 
bridge and the riltage of iUbuera, and I 
to general Hamilton to assemble the Portn- j 
guese and the artillery in a position to cover 
a retrograde movement by tlie Valverdc | 
road. Having also ordered part of the 
Portuguese brigades, under Hamilton, to 
advance to restore the fight, as he could not 
prevail on the Spanish troops to move up to I 
the right of Hougliton^s brigade, he gal- | 
loped to the left to hasten their advance* 

In the interim, the battle-field having as¬ 
sumed its worst aspect of havoc and destruc¬ 
tion, major Hardiiige, not being able to 
find marshal Beresford to receive his orders 
for the advance of sir Lowry Coleys diri- 
sion, which constituted the reserve, rode I 
to tliat distinguished officer, represented to ' 
him the state of affairs, and strongly urged* i 
him to reinforce the battle, 

2nd division, under colonel Ahererombie, directed it I 
to push forward into the fight” Of course the mis- 
representation has been religiously adopted by all 
the copyists of the eIof[uent historfan of the Penin¬ 
sular War I and the necessary^ changes rung of 
** haj^py assumption of command," “ well-timed piece i 
of boldness,” and the rest of the twaddle, that those | 
who never exercise their understanding, but take i 
everything on faith, without inquiring into its truth 
or falsity, adopt. But how unjust has this conduct I 
been to the man to whom is attributable nil the merit 
of the act — sir Lowry Cole. From his letters in the i 
United Service dhunmi the truth b best seen, , 
































A.D. 181 L] 

Geueral Cole immediately advanced with 
his divisioHj the fusilier brigade, consisting 
of the 7th royal fusiliers and the 2SrA Welch 
fusiliers in the vaiij under the command of 
sir Willi am Myers, on the right of the 31st 
and Hongliton^s brigade, which had already 
lost two-thirds of their number. At the 
same momeat, the reserve brigade of the 
2nd division, under AbercroTiibie, pressed 
forward on the left, under cover of Dickson's 
guns. The British reliefs, on crowning the 
heights, were received with a fire so terrific, 
that at first the fusilier brigade recoiled; 
but Instantly recovering its ground, it ad¬ 
vanced, together with Abercrombie's reserve, 
to the aid of Houghton's brigade, which, in 
its shattered state, with the standards of the 
respective battalions all flying near to each 
other in the centre of the weakened line, 
still remained unbroken, defending with 
desperate valour every inch of ground, and 
baffling every attempt of their powerful 
opponents to dislodge it. Withering voUeys 
were instantly exchanged between the con¬ 
tending hosts; but the front, as weU as the 
flanks and rear, of the deep columns of the 
enemy being exposed to the rapid fire of 
the English infautiy, the discomfited and 
shattered battalions of the foe were dilven 
clown the hill in so utter confusion, that 
Girard's corps threw away their arms to 
expedite their flight, and the reserve, under 
Werie, was overwhelmed in the confusion. 
Had not Knty, emerging through the throng 
of the fugitives, arrested, 'mth his artillery, 
the advance of the victors, the whole French 
army w'ould have been annihilated. Thus 
Cole, converting a defensive battle into m 
! offensive one, at a critical moment obtained 
I a decisive victoiy. 

’ During the struggle of the fusiliers on 
I the right for victory, Beresford, perceiving 
I that Cole's division had brought on the 
I crisis of the battle, ordered Alten's brigade 
to retake the village, and Blake's first line to 
I move on the same point, to enable the Portu¬ 
guese under Hamilton to move np to the 
I aid of the fusiliers; but before either move- 
meut had been executed, the fusiliers were 
victorious. 

While the deadly struggle had been en¬ 
during on the right, the contest was main- 
tained with spirit and vigour on the key of 
the position. Many attempts had been made 
by Godinot to obtain possession of the 
bridge and village; but they were all gal¬ 
lantly repulsed. At length the enemy 
retreated under cover of Ruty's guns, 
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and the battle ceased a little before three 
o'clock. 

The stage at which the fusilier brigade 
came into action is described by the his¬ 
torian of The War in the Penimula with so 
much force and fervid eloquence, that the 
passage containing it should be known to 
every Englishman proud of his language 
and country—should be engraven on his 
mind as one of his fondest and proudest 
recollections, and be the constant theme of 
recital and admiration to his children and 
acquaintance; it is one of the most vivid 
and glowing passages to be found either in 
ancient or modern composition t— 

Such a gallant line, issuing from the 
midst of the smoke, and rapidly separating 
itself from the confused multitude, startled 
the enemy's heavy masses, which livere in¬ 
creasing and pressing onward as to an 
assured victory; they wavered, hesitated, 
and then, vomiting forth a storm of fire, 
hastily endeavoured to enlarge their front, 
while a fearful discharge of grape from all 
their artillery whistled thi-ough the British 
ranks. Myers was killed ; Cole {with almost 
all his and three colonels, Ellis, Blake- 
ney, and Hansbawe, fell wounded; and 
the fusilier battalions, struck by the iron 
tempest, reeled and staggered like sinking 
ships* Suddenly and sternly recovering, 
they closed on their terrible enemies, and 
then ivas seen with what a strength aud 
majesty the British soldiers fight. In vain 
did Soult, by voice and gesture, animate his 
Frenchmen; in vain did the hardiest vete¬ 
rans, extricating themselves fi^om the crowded 
columns, sacrifice their lives to gain time for 
the mass to open out on so fair a field; in 
vain did the mass itself bear up, and fiercely 
striving, fire indiscriminately on friends and 
foes; while the horsemen, hovering on 
the flank, threatened to charge the advaoc- 
ing line. Nothing could stop that aston¬ 
ishing iufantiy. No sudden burst of undis¬ 
ciplined valour; no nervous entliusiasm 
weakened the stability of order; their iiasli- 
ifig eyes were bent on the dark columns in 
their front; their measured tread shook the 
ground; their dreadful volleys swept away 
the head of every formation; their deafen¬ 
ing shouts overpowered the dissonant cries 
that broke from all paints of the tumultuous 
crowd, as foot by foot, aud with a horrid 
camage, it was driven by the incessant 
rigour of the attack to the farthest edge of 
the bill. In vain did the French reserves, 
joining wfith the struggling multitude, en- 
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deavour to sustain tlie fight; their efforts 
only increased the irremediable confusion, 
and the mighty mass giving T^^ay like a 
loosened cliff, went headlong down the 
ascent. The rain flowed after in streams, 
discoloured with blood, and 1,500 un* 
wounded men, the remnant of 6,000 un¬ 
conquerable soldiers, stood triumphant on 
the fatal hi 11/^ 

The loss on each side in tins fierce and 
bloody battle was gi^eat. On the side of the 
alhes the killed* wounded, and missing, 
amounted to 7,000 i of whom all were Eng¬ 
lish, except 2,500 Spaniards, Germans, and 
Portuguese. The precise loss on the part 
of the English, was 984 killed, 3,993 wound¬ 
ed, and 570 missing; but of the prisoners, 
near 300 joined their columns, having iu 
the course of the night escaped from the 
French bivouac, on account of the great dis¬ 
order which prevailed in their camp, owing 
to the disorganized state of the brigades and 
regiments that had fled from the field. The 
first and second brigades of the second divi¬ 
sion had consisted of 1,400 hundred men 
each, and had each sustained a loss of above 
1,000 men. Fifteen hundred rank and file 
were the complement of the fusilier brigade; 
at the termination of the action its loss was 
953 rank and file, 47 serjeants, and 45 offi¬ 
cers. The casualties in Houghton^s brigade 
were appalling. Of the 29th, only 96 pri¬ 
vates, two captains, and a few subalterns, 
remained standing. The 57th lost above 
400 men, and 33 out of 24 oflScers. Both 
the battalions of the 4Bth were not much 
more fortunate. Every field officer of the 
brigade was either killed or wounded, so 
that at the close of the action the brigade 
remained in the command of a captain of 
the 4Bth; and what rendered the circum¬ 
stance more singular was, that that officer 
was a French refugee—captain Cemetiei'C. 
The contingencies in Colburue^s brigade had 
been equally great. A few days after the 
battle, the five regiments that had suffered 
most {namely, the Buffs, one company ; 66 th, 
one company; 29th, two companies; 57th, 
three companies, and 31st, three companies) 
were embodied into one, forming a provi¬ 
sional battalion, under the command of 
colonel ^Estrange. Soult stated that his 
loss in killed and wounded %vas 2,800; but 
this estimate was untrue, for he left 800 
wounded when he retreated, as they were 
not able to be removed ; and by intercepted 
letters it was ascertained that he had 4,000 
wounded under medical treatment, and 
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subject to the command of general G^an, 
Marshal Beresford also, in his pursuit, cap¬ 
tured a large number of wounded at Al- 
mendralegos. From these facts the enemy^s 
loss could not have been less than between 
8,000 and 9,000, 

Both sides claimed the victory. SoulPs 
pretensions were, tliat 500 prisoners, a how¬ 
itzer, and six stand of colours, remained in 
his hands. Beresford preferred the more 
substantial claim. He raaintaiued his ground, 
and the horrid pDes of carcases within 
his lines told, with dreadful eloquence, wlio 
was the conqueror/^ He had also frus¬ 
trated SoulFs attempt to communicate with 
the garrison of Badajos. 

A tempestuous night closed the fatal day. 
The rain, wdiich during the day had fallen 
at intervals^ became, in tlie course of the 
night, so heavy, that the streams that rolled 
down the heights occasioned the rivulets 
literally to run red with blood. All night 
long the hills and the woods on both sides of 
the river resounded with the groans and 
dismal cries of the wounded. Beresford 
had applied to Blake for assistance to remove 
the wounded, which the shattered and ex¬ 
hausted condition of the aurviviTig remnant 
of the British army disabled them from 
performing; but the heartless and ungrate¬ 
ful Spaniard, notwithstanding the thousands 
of English lives that had been sacrificed on 
the battle-field of Albuera, in the defence of 
his country, to which the “ hero of a hun¬ 
dred defeats and his scared runaways,” his 
sluggish and awe-spell bound countrymen 
were unequal, refused ; morosely replying 
that it was usual in allied armies for each 
nation to attend to its wounded and bury its 
dead. 

The instances of heroic courage in this 
battle were countless; every man, whether 
friend or foe, performed prodigies of valour, 
except the sluggish and terror-stricken 
Spaniards, and they were dastards. Among 
the numerous instances of noble devotion i 
and patriotism of which the battle-field of 
Albuera was so prolific, the following claim 
particular mention : — 

In the mel^e between the Polish lancers 
and the Buffs, ensign Thomas was ordered 
to surrender the colours he carried, and 
refusing to comply, he fell a victim to the 
infuriated foe. The colour-staff having been 
broken in the hand of ensigu Welch, and he 
falling wounded on the field, in the agonies 
of death, the gallant youth, mindful of his 
country's honour, tore the colours from the 
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broken staS* and thrust them into hia bosom ^ 
in which hallowed depository they were 
found dyed with his blood after his death. 
Lieutenant Latham^ who carried the colours 
of the Buffs, being attacked by several 
French hussars, one of them seized hold of 
the staff, and at the same time rising in his 
stirrups, aimed a stroke at the Heutenant^s 
head which severed one side of the face and 
nose. Still continuing struggling with his 
adversary for the sacred deposit confided to 
his trust, the high-spirited youth exclaimed, 

I will surrender it only with ray life/^ A 
second stroke severed his left arm and hand, 
when, throwing away his sword, he seized 
the colours with his right hand, and con¬ 
tinuing to struggle with his remorseless foe, 
he was thrown down and pierced by the 
spears of some lancers who had joined in the 
fray. The enemy being driven off by the 
advance of Houghton^s brigade,Latham^s last 
effort was to tear the flag from the staff and 
thrust it partly into the breast of liis jacket. 
After the battle, the colours being found 
where he had placed them, they were 
sent to the head-quai-ters of the Buffs; 
but life being supposed to be extinct in the 
body of their gallant defender, he was left 
on the field* Shortly recovering his senses 
he crawled on his knees and bis right hand, 
to the Albuera, to slake his fevered and 
parched throat; where, being found by one 
of the orderlies of the regiment, he w'as 
removed to the convent, and the stump of 
the shattered arm being amputated, in the 
course of a short time lie was restored to 
health. For his noble devotion he was pro¬ 
moted to a company in the Canadian fen- 
cible infantiy; but a vacancy soon occurring 
in his own beloved regiment, he rejoined 
that distinguished corps. As a testimony of 
their esteem and admfration of their com¬ 
rade, the officers of the regiment presented 
him with a gold medallion, on which hia 
gallant action was represented in high relief. 
The battle also presented sir William Ber- 
esford an opportunity for the display of the 
most exalted forbearance and humanity. 
Being attacked by a Polish lancer, and 
thrusting aside the weapon of his adversary, 
he seized hold of him and threw him upon 
the ground. Sir William offered his anta¬ 
gonist quarter, but the Pole, refusing to 
yield, was dispatched by an English orderly. 

Such was the battle of Albuera, one 
of the fiercest on record, and one of the 
most destructive ever fought, considering 
the comparative amount of force engaged. 1 

Both generals have been severely censured 
for engaging in it; but truth and candour 
must allow, that Beresford has been stigma¬ 
tized with much uimeeessary acrimony, and 
no small degree of injustice. Let his fruits 
have been what they may, ^'his fame will 
go down to posterity, associated for ever 
with that of those invincible soldiers who 
upheld the fame of England upon the 
bloody field of Albuera/^ He has been 
blamed, among many other idle imputations, 
for not drawing lines of coiitravaUation and 
circumvallatiou around Badajos, and there 
waiting to deliver battle to the enemy. 
The allegation, also, that he should have 
pursued the enemy into the wood on the 
opposite side of the Albuera, into wffiich 
they had retreated in confusion and dis¬ 
organization, as 'Uhen the whole French 
army might have been destroyed, and its 
entire niuteriel captured,^' is as ridiculous as 
the cKecution of the quixotic project would 
have been calamitous to its equally quixo¬ 
tic undertaker. What [ with a few hundred 
exhausted men, attack as many thousand 
veteran troops, with a strong and overpow'- 
ering force of cavalry, in a position favour¬ 
able for defence, and calculated for the 
action of cavalry! No, Beresford was no 
such Quixote. His errors and oversights 
were (and even those should be spoken of 
leni^tly and respectfully)—1st, that he 
omitted to occupy the wooded hill in front 
of his right flank, and to intrench it; 2ndly, 
his right flank should have been strength- i 
ened by field-w^orks; and, 3dly, instead of 
displaying his whole line to the view of 
the enemy, lie should have adopted the 
plan of that master-spirit in the art of war 
(Wellington), and have kept hia line con¬ 
cealed a few yards behind the crest of 
the heights, which would have disabled 
Soult from choosing his point of attack, 
and ascertaining the vulnerable part of 
the position; a knowledge which the colour 
of the Spanish uniform readily famished 
him. 

On the 17th Soult reorganised his shat¬ 
tered^ forces, who had fled fr‘om the battle¬ 
field in so great confusion, that the brigades 
and regiments were intermixed. He re¬ 
tained his position, well-knowing that the 
remnant of the British force was too 
crippled to attempt any operation against 
him; but ascertaining that the 3rd brigade of 
the 4th division, which had been employed 
on the right bank of the Guadiana, had, 
on the 17th, come up by a forced march 
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from Jemmenliu to tlie aid of their country¬ 
men, and having wofiilJy known the effi¬ 
ciency of an English brigade, animated 
by English hearts,—on the following day, 
destroying the contents of Ins tumbrils and 
baggage-waggons, to furnish conveyance for 
his wounded, he began his retreat on Seville. 
Other reasons were, the extreme despon¬ 
dency and discontent of liis troops, and 
the information that lord Wellington was 
expected at Albuera, It was in a full 
comprehension of the value of that name, 
that he had resolved on attacking “the 
legion while it lacked the charm of Csesar's 
presence/' 

On the day following the retreat of the 
French, Beresford ordered general Hamilton 
to reinvest Badajos with the three brigades 
of Portuguese which he commanded; and 
on the same clay lord Wellington reached 
the field of battle. So great was his desire 
to be present at the approaching action, 
that he rode sixty miles daily, and the 
bridge which he had desired to be con¬ 
structed not being ready, in the attempt 

to pass the river both the orderlies and 
Iiorses w^ere drowned, the commander-in- 
chief being saved merely by the superior 
strength of his horse. Inspecting the field 
of battle, and approving of Beresford's con¬ 
duct, he observed, that the battle would 
have been more easily won, and the loss 
would, by no means, have been so great, 
had the Spaniards done their duty. Or- i 
deling Beresford to pursue the enemy 
cautiously, he directed the 'Srd and 7th 
divisions to come up from Elvas, to complete 
the reinvestment of Badajos. In the prose¬ 
cution of Boresford's commission, who ad¬ 
vanced by the Solano road to Almendralejos, 
General Luraley, with the 3rd and 4th 
dragoons, chai'ged a brigade of heavy cav- j 
airy under general Bron, at Usagre, on the 
25th, and occasioned a loss to the enemy of 
2(X) men in killed, wounded, and prisoners. 
General HiU having now returned to the 
Peninsula, to the great joy and contentment 
of the troops, was reinstated in the com¬ 
mand of the 2nd dirision,' and sir William 
Beresford resumed his Portuguese command. 

SECOND ENGLISH im'l 

Lord Wellington having ordered the 3rd 
and 7th divisions to move up from filvas, 
and directed Spencer, who had been left in 
command of the Ist, 6th, 6th, and light 
divisions, with a brigade of cavalry behind 
tlie Aguecla, to move his divisions towards 
Villa Vella as soon a| he should ascertain 
that Marmont^s army was in motion to¬ 
wards Almara^, vigorously prepared for the 
second siege of Badajos, as that town and 
Ciudad Hodrigo were the keys of Portugal, 
closing the doors of Beira and the Alem- 
tejo on the enemy, as also aftordmg time' 
for laying a secure basis for his projected 
operations in Spain. At the same time, he 
instnicterl general Hill to take post at 
Almendralejos for the purpose of holding in 
check Soiilt, who occupied Llerena, and for 
covering the operations at Badajos. In the 
meantime Philippon availing himself of the 
absence of the besiegers, had not only 
levelled the trenches, and destroyed the 
approaches of the besiegers, but had repaired 
his own works, and had constructed strong 
interior iiitrenchments. 

The partial reinvestment began by Hamil¬ 
ton with the- Portuguese on the 19th of 
May, was completed on the 25th, by the 
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3rd and 7tli divisions under Picton and 
Houston; and the investment was made on 
the right as well as the north bank of the 
river, siege being thus laid to the town and 
the fort of San Christoval siraultaneousiy, 
instead of confining the incipient operatiotis 
to the fort, as had been the case in Beres- 
ford's investment. 

As the siege would require longer time 
and better means than the English general 
possessed, and lest his operations should be 
disturbed by the sudden appearance of tlie 
enemy for the relief of the place, be deter¬ 
mined to adopt a more compendious mode 
than the usual and prescribed rules of 
regular and sure approaches. He had re¬ 
ceived information that about tvrenty bat¬ 
talions, and a body of cavalry, of the 9tli 
corps, were on their marcb to join Soult; 
and, by an intercepted despatch of Sonlt to 
Marmont, he learned that that marshal and 
Marraont had arranged the junction of their 
armies, preparatory to their contemplated 
movement for the raising of the siege. He 
was also aware, that in every requisite mate¬ 
riel for the undertaking, he was sadly defi¬ 
cient. No army was ever worse provided 
for so arduous an enterprise in the engineer 
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and artillerjT departments; it was iu utter 
destitution of everything that was requisite 
for the service. It had no corps of sappers 
and minerSj and without a single private 
who knew how to carry on an approach 
under fire. It had no guns fit for the ser¬ 
vice ; those it did possess were Portuguese 
onesj consisting of soft brass or bronze, false 
in bore, worn out by previous service, and 
the shot of all shapes and sizes^ the howitzers 
taken from the Portuguese arsenals were of 
larger calibre than any shot that could be 
obtained; and the shells did not fit the bore 
of the mortars, both giving a windage that 
rendered the fire vague and uncertain, and 
often nullified its effect; whereas the ene- 
my^s mortars threw his shells witli a pre¬ 
cision that threatened to ruin everything 
within their range. The siege took were 
also so worthless, that the engineers seized 
with avidity the French tools wherever they 
could lay hands on them. Thus crippled 
in every requisite, no other resource was left 
the commander-m-chief than to overcome 
the difficulties be had to contend with by; 
energy and daring; and the consequence, 
was, that a great sacrifice of life was neces¬ 
sary to he made to compensate for the 
negligence of the government, and the in¬ 
capacity of its home officials. 

At length operations commenced on the ’ 
night of the 29th, by breaking the ground 
for a false attack on the Pardaleras; and 
on the following night, the first parallel, 
extending 1,(X)0 yards in front of the town, 
w'us completed by 1,600 workmen; while 
1,200 w^orknien eommeneed a parallel before 
the fort of Sau Christoval, each working 
party being covered by three-fourths of its 
amount of men under arms* The batteries 
opened both on the town and the fort on 
the morning of the Srd of June; but several 
of the guns were soon rendered unservice¬ 
able by a few discharges, and the windage 
was so great in the others, that their service 
was very indifferent; in fact, so defective 
was the orduaticej that though the batteries 
had played for three days, and at the dis¬ 
tance of only 500 yards, the breaches were 
scarcely practicable* However, on the 6tb, 
tliough tbe breaches were reported practi¬ 
cable, both in the town and the fort, yet, as 
the artillery from the fort Sau Christoval 
swept along the foot of the castle wall, and 
over the ground in its front, the capture of 
the fort was a necessary precedent condition 
to the attempt to storm the castle. Major 
Mackintosh was therefore ordered, with 180 


of the 85th, to storm the San Christoval 
breach ; ensign Dias, of the 5Ist, volunteer¬ 
ing to lead the forlorn hope* At midnight 
the storming party advanced to the attack, 
but finding that the enemy had cleared the 
rubbish fi*om the bottom of the escarpe, 
after above an hourk unavailing effort to 
ascend the breach, tliey were obliged to 
retire with the loss of near three-fourths of 
their party; a loss occasioned by the numer¬ 
ous shells, hand-grenades, stones, bags, bar¬ 
rels of powder, and other combustibles, 
hurled down upon them by the besieged, and 
by their repeated explosions destroying all 
within their reach. The loss was also ag¬ 
gravated by the enemy being enabled to 
mount on the top of the parapet, and take 
a deadly aim at their assailants, there being 
no fire from the trenches to prevent them, 
on account of the unserviceable nature of 
the guns. Notwithstanding all this carnage 
and discouragement, and that seven feet 
of tbe wall of the breach stood clear 
before the gallant assailants, they applied 
their ladders to eveiy face and flank of 
the work, but aU their heroic efforts were 
fruitless, and the fragment of the storming- 
party was obliged reluctantly to retire. 

After a coutiuual cannonade from a few iron 
ship-guns, which had been expedited to the 
arnjy, the breach having been much widened, 
and reduced in height, being again deemed 
practicable, at nine clock of the night of 
the 9th, the storming party, under major 
M'Greaehy, of tlie 17tii Portuguese regi¬ 
ment, Dias again leading the forlorn hope^ 
advanced to the breach, and were again 
repulsed with a severe loss, from the same 
causes as those of the night of the 6th* 
The enemy had again cleared away the 
rubbish from the foot of the breach; the 
ladders were again too short; and the 
enemy assailed the storming party from the 
top of the ramparts, with every form of 
missile and combustible as they had on the 
first assault. The intrepid stormers made 
every efibrt to mount the breach; and 
could only be induced to give up the con¬ 
test by the peremptory command of general 
Houston, The total loss that had been sus¬ 
tained during the siege was, 118 killed, and 
367 wounded. 

The commander-in-chief having now as¬ 
certained that Soult, who had been rein¬ 
forced by Drouetk corps, on the 14th, was 
in communication with Marmont at Merida, 
and that tliey were simultaneously advancing, 
by rapid marches, towards Badajos; on the 
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night of the lOtli ordered the gnus and 
stores to be removed from before the town, 
and took a position in front of Albueraj in 
the hope of bringing Soult to action before 
he could effect a junction with Marmont* 
There be concentrated hia forces, and caused 
the position to be intrenched, not forget¬ 
ting to occupy the wooded hill on the right 
of the Albnera, Here Hill joined him with 
the covering force. But the prestige of the 
battle of the 16th of the last month disin¬ 
clined the French general to accept the 
challenge. 

The approach of the French marshal ren¬ 
dering it prudent to give up the blockade of 
Badajos, the Enghsh commander-in-chief 
retired across the Guadiana; the British 
troops passing by the pontoon bridge neai* 
Eadajos; and the Spaniards, under Blake, 
withdrew to Jerumenhu. On the 19th, the 
British army encamped in the woods, and 
among the gardens, on the banks of the 
Gaya, about Torre del Mero, its right and 
left flanks extending from the Ponte de 
Caya to Campo Mayor, Here, Spencer, 
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j who had been left in command of the divi- 
Isiona on the frontiers of Castile, joined the 
I main army; and here Wellington was de- 
J termined to give the enemy battle, should 
he attempt to penetrate into Portugah In 
expectation of raising the siege of Cadiz by 
the diversion, Blake liad been ordered to 
inarch rapidly down the right bank of the 
Giiadiana, recross that river at Mertola, 
and surprising Seville, destroy the arsenal, 
foundry, and magazines collected there for 
the siege of Cadiz; but the self-sufficient 
Spaniard, instead of obeying his instruc¬ 
tions, wasted three days in an abortive 
assault on the old castle of Niebla, garri¬ 
soned by 300 Swiss, who were in the 
sendee of the usurper j and thus lost the 
opportunity of surprising Seville, which was 
but slightly guai'ded by a mixture of French 
and Spaniards in the service of Joseph. 
Hearing of a detachment, under general 
Coureux, having been sent against him, he 
precipitately fled into the island of Canelas, 
whence ho and his fugitives were conveyed 
in boats to Cadiz. 


OPEKATIONS FRO^I THE TERMINATION OF THE SECOND SIEGE OF BADAJOS TO 

THE SIEGE OF CIUDAD RODRIGO. 


While Spencer was posted behind the 
Agueda, in observation of Marmont, he 
had been directed to move towards the 
Tagus by pai^allel movements, should the 
French marslial make that river the object 
of his march, or to take up tlie line of the 
Coa, if assailed* Marmont, by an able 
flank movement, deceived him as to his 
intentions. Dispatching Regnier, with two 
divisions, through the pass of Banos, while 
he advanced, protecting an immense convoy 
destined for the relief of Ciudad Rodrigo, 
he pushed forward the greater part of his 
force on Truxillo, and on the 18th effected 
a junctiou with Soult at Merida; their 
united forces amounting to 70,000 veterans, 
8,000 of whom were cavalry, familiar with 
war. The French marshals having re-vic¬ 
tualled the two fortresses of Badajos and 
Ciudad Kodrigo on the 22nd, reconnoitred 
on the side of Campo Mayor, the position of 
the British army; but not being able to dis¬ 
cover its dispositions on account of the nature 
of the ground, which masked the allied bri¬ 
gades from observation, after continuing a 
month ill front of the allies, they made a 
rcti’Ograde moveraeut to their original posi- 
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tions; the former returning to Seville, and 
the latter taking up a position in front of 
Salamanca* 

As the possession of Ciudad Rodrigo and 
Badajos afforded the French great facilities 
in thefr operations against Portugal and the 
south of Spain, and at the same time pre¬ 
sented a base for those of the English 
general, in the execution of hia plan for 
the liberation of the Peninsula; as soon 
as the French marshals had retreated, Wel¬ 
lington advanced to the vicinity of the Coa, 
August the 10th, preparatory to his attack 
on Ciudad Rodrigo* For this purpose the 
advanced corps of the allied army was so 
distributed as closely to observe the enemy, 
and at the same time a defensive position 
ivas prepared at Fuente Giiinaldo for its 
retreat, if closely pressed by the enemy. 
The right of the army was encamped in 
the woods about Torre del Moro, haring 
its flank on the mountains that divide Cas¬ 
tile and Estremadura; its left w^as on the 
lower Azava, and the cavalry was upon the 
upper Azava. The 3rd dirision was posted 
on the heights of El Bodon, supported by 
the ilth dragoons and a few troops of 
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' German hussars. The 4th, at GuinaldOj 
1 and the Ist in rear of the right, observed 
the road leading from Perales, from which 
point it could intercept Marmont at Morvao, 
or Gastello de Vide, if he should attempt to 
turn the allies at Albuquerque, and was 
equally ready to oppose Sou It if he should 
move between Elvas and Estremos, The 
Spaniards of Julian Sanchez and Carlos 
d'*Espaha watched the lower Agueda. 

At this period of the war, the situation of 
the English commanderdn-chief was highly 
critical* not only half his army heing in 
hospital, and impediments thrown in the 
way of his operations by the regency of 
Portugal hut he was left to his own re¬ 
sources for the feeding and paying of his 
troops, lord Liverpool having hinted that 
neith'er corn nor specie could be had from 
England. To remedy this last-mentioned 
grievance, the English general purchased 
corn in Africa with commissariat bills, and 
selling it at an advanced price at Lisbon, 
not only replenished his militaiy chest, but 
furnished a supply of food for the Portu¬ 
guese population* At this period of the 
campaign, the troops were often for three 
days consecutively without bread; half and 
quarter rations were often served; and their 
clothing was so patched, that scarcely a 
regiment could he known by its uniform. 

The garrison of Ciudad Eodrigo being 
again straitened for provisions, Marmont 
advanced to its relief. Having tlirown his 
convoy into the place, he advanced against 
the British position, capturing in his march 
a picket of sixty men of the lltli light dra¬ 
goons, its commander having mistaken the 
enemy for Portuguese, from the similarity 
of uniform. On the moiming of the 25th 
of September, Marmont directed Montbmn, 
with fourteen battalions of infantry, between 
thirty and forty squadrons of cavalry, and 

* At the charf^e made by the whole of the French 
cavalry at El Bodon, a French officer had his horse 
shot under him, and both fell together. The officer, 
though not much hurl, lay upon the ground as if 
dead, and In this situation would, in all probability, 
have escaped, as the French infantry were fast ad¬ 
vancing to the relief of their cavalry, had it not been 
for a Hanoverian hussar, one squadron of w’hich 
nation w'aa engaged in the conflict, who rode up to 
the spot, and made a cut at the prostrate officer; on 
which he immediately sprung up, and wdlh his sword 
lit the guard, set the Genuan at defiance* Another 
of the Hanoverian hussars then galloped up, and de¬ 
sired the French officer to surrender, which he refused 
to do* The appearance of the officer in this position 
was truly heroic ; he stood without his cap; his head 
was bare, and some marks of blood were on hia face. 
From the fine attitude he presented, and being a tall 


twelve guns, to cross the Agueda, and turn 
the left of Pictou^s dirision, which was posted 
in advance, on tlie heights of El Bodon and 
Pastores, The French cavalry, confident in 
their numbers, ascended with intrepidity 
the heiglits on the left, where the 5th and 
77th, numbering about 700 bayonets, were 
posted, and gaining tlie battery, cut down 
the Portuguese gunners j but their victo¬ 
rious squadrons w'ere now to witness a new 
mancEuvre, The 5th infantry and 2nd 
battalion, under major Bidge, rapidly ad¬ 
vancing in line, and delivering a shattering 
fire upon the French horsemen, drove them 
down the heights, and, at the point of the 
bayonet, recaptiu'ed the gims, purauing 
tlie fugitives with a volley in their flight*^ 
In the same moment, a column of great 
strength having advanced unnoticed round 
the rear of the right of Colville's brigade, 
in consequence of which its communica¬ 
tion ^vith Picton’s right brigade was cut 
off; and as the position ^vas no longer ten¬ 
able, Colville's brigade, consisting of the 
77th, the second battalion of the 5th, the 
21st Portuguese, and about 300 cavalry, 
descended the heights in retreat, rapidly 
pursued by the French cavalry* To resist 
the attack in their retreat over the plain, 
the three regiments formed two solid squares. 
The Portuguese and the cavalry were the 
foremost* "Repeatedly was the British square 
furiously charged on three of its faces at the 
same moment by the French cavalry and 
horse artillery, but the gallant band halting 
and delivering a shattering fire, which in¬ 
timidated its foes, as each repulse was 
given, resuined its retreat with perfect 
regularity, and being joined by the right 
brigade, which had extricated itself from 
the rugged grounds and vineyards in the 
rear of El Bodon, the united force, under 
general Picton, presented so bold an atti- 

atbletic man* be strongly impressed the beholders 
with the belief that he would defend himself against 
both tlie hussars* At this time, ensign Cauch, of 
the 5th, ran out of the square, in the of hope inducing 
the officer to surreiider himself a prisoner; but the 
hussars, finding they were baffled, and could not sub¬ 
due this brave man with the sword, had recourse tn 
the pistol, with ivhich they killed him, to the great 
regret of the British regiments that were looking on. 
This affair took place about half way betiveeu the 
square already mentioned and the French cavalry, 
who were hovering about after having been repulsed 
by the 5th and 77ih regiments.^' The author of The 
^miniscences of a SiwaUcrn^ from which work this 
extract is made, says that a prisoner, who had Been 
e^tured in the affair, gave information that the 
officer was an Irishman, and the major of his regi¬ 
ment* 
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tude in. its retreat across a plain of six 
miles, as to meet with but Jittle interruption 
and loss from the enemy's cavalry and ar¬ 
tillery, until it met a support of infantry 
and cavalry detached from the 4 th divi¬ 
sion at Guinaldo, Thus the little band 
reached the position of the main array in 
safety, though its total annihilation at one 
moment seemed inevitable. The 60th and 
74th, commanded by colonels Williams and 
French, having been cut off in their posi¬ 
tion at Pastores, forded the Agueda in the 
night, and marching along its right bank, 
joined the army by a circuitous route ; and 
the light division, posted for the purpose of 
watching the passes over the Sierra de 
Gata, on the enemy's side of the Agueda, 
reached the camp on the following day; a 
delay occasioned by not having received its 
orders in time to fall back on Fuente Gui- 
jialdo j and Craufurd having adopted a cir¬ 
cuitous march, fearful of being intercepted 
in bis passage of the river* 

While these operations were in execution, 
Marmont had, on tlie morning of the 26thj 
assembled 35,000 infantry, including twenty- 
two battalions of tlie imperial guard, with 
his numerous cavalry, in front of Guinaldo, 
and for several hours occupied his troops in 
the performance of evolutions within little 
more than cdnuon-range of the British 
position, until bis whole force, consisting 
of 60,000 men, was collected, thinking that 
the wide disposition of tlie allied force pre¬ 
sented him with a favourable opportunity of 
attacking them. In the meantime, lord 
Wellington formed his two weak dirisions, 
consisting of 15,000 men, ready for battle, 
ill front of the enemy's post, waiting tlie 
arrival of his right and left wings.'*' Before 
sunset, the infantry of Marniont w^as aug¬ 
mented to 60,000 men; and he had 120 
guus on the field. But, in the mean time, 
the light divisions had effected a junction 
with the main body of the British aimiy. 

The army being now concentrated, Wel¬ 
lington retreated, in the course of the night 
of the 26thj on Alfayates. Two columns of 
the enemy on the foUcwing niorniug at- 

* It was at this moiueat, a Spanish geueml 
(general Alava), remai'kable for Ms zeal and gal¬ 
lantry p and a great favourite of Wellington’s, ob¬ 
served to him as he sat cool and quiet upon the 
grass, * Why, here you are, with a couple of weak 
divisions, in front of the whole French army, and you 
seem quite at your ease ;“-wLy it is enough to put 
any man in a fever/ * 1 have done according to the 
best of my judgment, all that can be done,’ said 
“NVcillngton, * therefore I care not for the enemy m 


tacked the rear guard at Aldea da Ponte. 
Twice the village was carried; but both 
times the enemy was driven out by Cole's 
division. On the same evening, the" British 
army was concentrated on the heights, be¬ 
hind Soito, a strong position, about twelve 
miles in the rear of Guinaldo, being the 
chord of an arc formed by the Goa; tlius 
both flanks were protected; but not a single 
line of retreat presented itseh^ as the rivet 
w^as iu the rear. Here Wellington, con¬ 
fident in his own provhlent genius, and the 
indomitable valour of his troops, determined 
to receive battle ; but Marmont declined 
the challenge, and withdrew to Ciudad 
Eodrigo* The allied army was now can¬ 
toned on both hanks of the Coa; and bead- 
quarters were established at Frenada, Dur¬ 
ing these operations, ivldcb closed the third 
Spanish campaign, two episodical events 
occurred of gi^eat moment and brilliance. 

When Soult and Marmont separated their 
forces, Girai'd had been detached, with a 
flying column of a division of infantry and 
a imraerous detachment of cavalry, into 
Spanish Estreraadura, to nan*ow the English 
general's line of action, and cripple the Span¬ 
ish supplies and the new leries, with which 
CastaSos, who had established himself at Ca- 
cereSj was endeavouring to recruit bis batta¬ 
lions. HiU, who had resumed his cantonments 
at Portalegre, was ordered to drive Girard 
from the northern district of the province. 
For this purpose he marched, with 6,000 men, 
on October 22nd, and on the night of the 
27th reached the neighbourhood of Arroyo 
de Moliuos, whither Girard had retreated. 
At two o'clock on the morning of the 28th, 
drenched with rain, and amidst darkness 
and wind, the English battalions moved 
simultaneously from Alcuesca, where they 
had bivouacked during the night, and rush¬ 
ing from bebiiid a low cover, about half a 
mile distant, entered the town in three co¬ 
lumns, to the point of attack. At the mo¬ 
ment the French were filing in retreat 
through the streets, a terrible shout came 
mingling with the blasts of a boisterous 
wind, and the British columns were in the 

front, or for anything they may say at home/ There 
was the golden secret of hia calm nnaltexable de¬ 
meanour. Duties were his—and he did them. FvenU 
were not his—and to the Great Disposer of all he 
left them. It was no fault of his that he was thus 
dangerously expo'^ed. He could not, and lie ivould 
not, abandon his Ught division, without such a strug¬ 
gle m might and must have ensued had the French 
attacked.’■—Sherer’s Memoirs of WeUinff* 
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town. The eaemy^s infantry formed in two 
squares^ supported by tbeir cavalry outside 
the town; but beiog quickly thrown into 
disorder, they threw down their arms, and 
rnsbing towards the Sierra de IMontanches, 
sought, in confused crowds, to scramble up 
its steep acclivity. Fourteen hundred pri¬ 
soners, among whom were 35 officers, and all 
their artUlery, ammunition and commissariat 
stores, together with the magazines of com 
and the contributions which bad been just 
levied, fell into the hands of the captors, and 
several hundreds were slain iu and near the 
town, and on the mountains, while the loss 
of the victors did not amount to 70. The 
brass drums and drum-majoi^s baton of the 
French 34th of the line, fell into the hands 
of the English 34th, by whom they are still 
; preserved as traphies of their prowess. An 
I anecdote is current, that when Girard was 
I told that his assailants were the English, he 
‘ observed that it could be a party only of 
Spaniards, as the English were too fond of 
their beds to be out on so bad a morning; 
but at tlie very moment of expressing his 
doubt, his ears were sainted from the High¬ 
land bagpipes with the tune of ^Gley, Johnny 
Cope, are you wanking yet,and at the same 
moment, the 71st and 92nd Higldanders 
charged into the town with three cheers. 
Having achieved this briUiant exploit, Hill 
returned to his 'cantonments in the vicinity 
of Portalegre. 

Tliis brilliant affair, so creditable to all 
concerned in it, was so much approved by 
the duke as to cause him to write the 
following note to the earl of Liverpool:— 
^^Freneda, 6th Nov., 1811. 

It would be particularly agreeable to i 
I me, if some mark of the favour of H.R.I-1. 

, the prince regent were conferred upon general 
I Hill j his services have been always meritori- 
I cus, and very distinguished iu this country, 

, and he is beloved by the whole army. In 
I recommending him, as I do most anxiously, 
j I really feel that there is no officer to whom 
an act of grace and favour would be received 
I by the army with more satisfaction than on 
general Hill/^ 

I Lord Hill's despatch, descriptive of this 
I attack, is so characteristic of that able gen- 
j eral of division, that at tlie risk of repeating 
what has already been stated, but iu more 
abstract expression, we lay it before our 
readers. 

General Viscount VifelUngtoa, K.B> 
Merida, 30th Oct., 1811* 

“ My Lobd,—I n pursuance of the in- 
voL. I. 3 n 
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structions which I received from your ex¬ 
cellency to drive the enemy out of that 
part of Estremadnra which lies between the 
Tagus and the Guadiana, and to replace ' 
the corps under the command of brigadier- 
general the Conde de Penne Villemur, iu 
Ca^eres (from which town it had been obliged 
to retire by the superior force of the enemy), 

I put a portion of the troops under my 
orders iu motion on the 22nd instant, from 
their cantonments in tlie neighbourhood 
of Portalegre, and advanced with them to¬ 
wards the Spanish frontier. On the 23rd 
the head of the column reached Albu¬ 
querque, where I learned that the enemy, 
who had advanced to Aliseda, had fallen 
back to Arroyo del Puerco, and Ca^eres, 
and that the Spaniards were again in pos¬ 
session of Aliseda. On the 24tli I had a 
brigade of British infantry, half a brigade of 
Portuguese artillery (6-pounders), and some 
of my cavalry at Aliseda, and the remainder 
of my cavalry, another brigade of British 
infantry, and half a brigade of Portuguese 
6-poanders at Casa de Castillana, about a 
league distant. On the 25th the Conde de 
Penne de Villemur made a reconnaissance with 
liis cavalry, and drove the enemy fi'om Ar¬ 
royo del Puerco; the enemy retired to MaU 
partida, whicli place he occupied as an 
advanced post with about 300 cavalry and j 
some infantry, his main body being slill at | 
Ca^eres, On tlie 26tb, at daybreak, the 
troops arrived at Malpartida, and found 
that the enemy had left that place, retiring 
tow^arcls Ga^eres, followed by a small party 
of tJie 2nd hussai's, who skirmished witli his 
rear-guard. I was shortly afterwards in¬ 
formed tliat the whole of the enemy's force 
had left Cajeres, but the want of certainty 
as to the direction he had taken, and the ex¬ 
treme badness of the weather, induced me to 
halt the Portuguese and British troops at 
Malpartida for that night. The Spaniards 
moved on to Ca 9 eres. 

Haring received certain information that 
the enemy had marched on Torremocha, I 
put the troops at Malpartida in motion 
on the morning of the 27th, and advanced 
by the road leading to Merida, through 
Aldea del Cano and Casas de Don Antonio, 
being a shorter route than that followed 
by the enemy, and which afforded a hope of 
being able to intercept and bring him to ac¬ 
tion, and I was here joined by the Spaniards 
from Ca^eres. On the march I received 
information that the enemy had only left 
Torreinocha that moruing, and that be had 


DUKE OF ^VELLINGTON. 
























LORD hill’s DESPATCH.] LIFE AND CAMPAIGNS OP THE [a.d. 1811 . 

agaia halted his main body at Arroyo Moli- 
Hos^ leaving a rear-guard at Albala, which 
was a satislactory proof that he was ignorant 
of the movements of the troops under my 
command. I therefore made a forced march 
to Alcuescar that evening, where the troops 
were so placed as to be out of sight of the 
enemy, and no fires were allowed to he 
made. ^ On my arrival at Alcuescar, which 
is within a league of Arroyo Molinos, every 
thing tended to confirm me in the opinion 
that the enemy was not only in total 
ignorance of my near approach, but ex^ 
tremely off his guard; and I determined 
upon attempting to surprise, or at least to 
bring him to action, before he should march 
in the morning, and the necessary disposi¬ 
tions were made £or that purpose* 

" The town of Arroyo Molinos is situated 
at the foot of one extremity of the Sierra de 
Montancbes, the mountain running from it 
to the rear in the form of a crescent, almost 
everywhere inaccessible, the two points being 
about two miles asunder* The Truxiilo road 
runa round that to the eastward* The road 
leading from the town to Merida inins at 

1 right angles with that from Alcuescar, and 
the road to Medellin passes between those 
to Truxiilo and Merida, the grounds over 
which the troops had to manoeuvre being a 
plain thinly scattered with oak and cork 
trees* My object, of course, was to place a 
body of troops so as to cut off the retreat of 
the enemy by these roads. 

The troops moved from their bivouac 
near Alcuescar about two clock in the 
morning of the 28th, in one column, right 
in front, direct on Arroyo Molinos, and in 
the following order: major-general the Hon* 
K. Howard's brigade of infantry (1st battalion 
SOtli, 71sl, and 92iid regiments, and one com¬ 
pany of the 60th); colonel Wilson^s brigade 
(1st battalion 28tli, 2iid battalion 34th and 
39tli regiments, and one company of the 
60tb) ; 6th Portuguese regiment of the line, 
and 6th cayadores, under colonel Ashworth; 
the Spanish infantry under brigadier-general 
Morillo; major-general Long^s brigade of 
cavalry (2nd hussars, 9th and 13 th light 
dragoons) ; and the Spanish cavalry, under 
the conde de Penne Villemnr. They moved 
in this order until within half a mile of 
the town of Arroyo Molinos, where under 
cover of a low ridge the column closed, and 
dmded into three columns. Major-general 
Howard^s brigade and three 6-pounders 
under lieutenant-colonel Stewart, supported 
by brigadier-general Morillo^s infaiitrv, the 
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left; colonel M'ilson^s brigade, the Portu¬ 
guese infantry under colonel Ashworth, two 
6-ponnders and a howitzer, the right, under j 
major-general Howard; and the cavalry 
the centre. As the day dawned, a violent 
storm of rain and thick mist came on, 
under cover of which the columns ad¬ 
vanced in the direction and in the order 
which had been pointed out to them. The 
left column, under lieutenant-colonel S tewart, 
marched direct upon the town. The 71st, 
one company of the 60th and 92iid regi¬ 
ments, at quarter distance, and the SOtli in 
close column, somewhat in the rear, with 
the guns as a reserve. The right column, 
under major-general Howard, having the 
SQtli regiment as a reserve, broke oft' to the 
right so as to turn the enemy^s left; and 
having gained about the distance of a can¬ 
non-shot to that flank, it marched in a 
circular direction upon the further point of 
the crescent, on the mountain above men¬ 
tioned* The cavalry, under lieutenant- 
general sir W, Erskine, moved between the 
two columns of infantry, ready to act in 
front, or move round either of them, as 
occasion might require. The advance of our 
column w'as tin perceived by the enemy until 
they approached very near, at which moment 
be was filmg out of the town upon the 
!Merida road; the rear of his column, some i 
of his cavalry, and part of his 'baggage being 
still in it. One brigade of bis infantry 
had marched for Medellin an hour before 
daylight. The 71st and 92ud regiments 
charged into the town with cheers, and 
drove the enemy everywhere at the point 
of the bayonet, having a few men cut 
down by the eneiuy^s cavalry* The enemy^s 
infantry, which Iiad got out of the town, 
had, by the time these regiments arrived 
at the extremity of it, formed into two i 
squares, wnth the cavalry on their left ; the 
whole were posted between the Merida and 
Medellin roads, fronting Alcuescar ; the J 
right square being formed wdtbin half-musket- 
shot of the town^ the garden walls of which 
were promptly lined by the 71st light in¬ 
fantry, wdiile tiie 92d regiment filed out aud 
formed line on their right, perpendicular to 
the enemy^s right flank, which was much 
annoyed by the well-directed fire of the 71st* 
In the meantime one wing of the 50th regi¬ 
ment occupied the towm, and secured the 
prisoners, and the other wing, along with the 
three G-pounders, skirted the outside of it; ^ 
the artillery, as soon as within range, firing 
with great effect upon the squares. 
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Whilst the enemy v^vcs thus occupied on 
his right, major-general Ho^rard^s column 
eontinuecl moving round his lefty and our 
cavalry advancing and crossing the head of 
the column, cat off the enemy's cavalry 
from his infantry, charging it repeatedly, 
and putting it to- the rout. The 13th light 
I dragoons, at the same time, took possession 
of the enemy's artillery : one of the cliarges 
I made by two squadrons of the 2iid hussars 
I and one of the 9tli light dragoons was par- 
' ticiilarlv gallant; the latter commanded by 
I captain Gore, and the whole under major 
Busciie, of the hussars. I ought previ- 
! ously to have mentioned, that the British 
j cRYnlvy having, througli the darkness of the 
night and the badness of the road, been 
somewhat delayed, the Spanish cavalry, 
under the conde de Penne Villemur, was on 
this occasion the first to form upon the plain 
and engage the enemy, until the British were 
enabled to come up. The enemy was now 
in full retreat; but major-general Howard's 
column haring gained the point to which it 
was directed, and the left column gaining 
fast upon him, he had no resource but to 
suri’endcr, or to disperse and ascend the 
mountain. He preferred the latter; and 
ascending near the eastern extremity of the 
crescent, and which might have been deemed 
inaccessible, was followed closely by the 28th 
and 34tli regiments, whilst the 39th regi¬ 
ment, and colonel Ashworth's brigade of 
Portuguese infantry, followed round the foot 
of the mountain by the Truxillo road, to take 
him again in flank. At the same time, briga¬ 
dier-general MorilJo's infantry ascended at 
some distance to the left with the same view. 

As may be imagined, the enemy's 
troops were by this time in the utmost 
panic; his cavalry was fleeing in every di¬ 
rection ; the infantry threw away their arms ; 
and the only effort of either was to escape. 
The troops under major-general Howard's 
immediate command, as well as those he 
had sent round the point of the mountain, 
pursued them over the rocks, making pri¬ 
soners at eveiy step, until his own men 
became so exhausted and few in number, 
that it was necessary for him to halt and 
secure the prisoners, and leave the further 
pursuit to the Spanish infantry, under 
brigadier-jgeneral Morillo, who, from the 
' direction fn which they had ascended, had 
now become tlie most advanced; the force 
general Girard had with him at the com¬ 
mencement, which consisted of 2,500 in¬ 
fantry and 600 cavalry, being at this time 


totally dispersed. In the course of these 
operations, brigadier-general Campbell's bri¬ 
gade of Portuguese infantry (the 4th and 
10th regiments), and the I’Sth Portuguese 
infantry, joined from Casas de Don Antonio, 
where they had halted for the preceding 
night; and as soon as I judged they could 
no longer he requii ed at the scene of action, 

I detached them with the brigade, consist¬ 
ing of the 50th, 71st, and 92 nd regiments, 
and tDajor-general Long's brigade of cavalry, 
towards Merida; they reached San Pedro 
that night, and entered Merida this morn¬ 
ing ; the enemy having in the course of the ' 
night retreated from hence in great alarm 
to AJmendralejo. The conde de Pehne Vil- 
lemur formed the advanced guard with his 
cavalry, and had entered the town previous 
to the arrival of the British. The nltiraatc ' 
consequences of these operations I need not 
point out to your lordship; their immediate 
result is the capture of one general of cavalry 
(Brun), one colonel of cavalry (the prince 
d'Aremberg), one lieutenant-colonel [chef 
d'Bidt Major), one aid-de-camp of general Gi¬ 
rard, two lieutenant-colonels, one commismire 
des guerres, 30 captains and inferior officers, 
and upwards of 1,000 men, already sent off 
under an escort to Portalegre; the whole of 
the enemy's artillery, baggage, and commis¬ 
sariat, some magazines of corn, which he 
had collected at Ca 9 eres and Merida, and j 
the contribution of money which lie had i 
collected on the former town, besides the I 
total dispersion of general Girard's corps. ! 
The loss of the enemy in killed must also i 
liave been severe, wdiile that on our side 
was comparatively trifling, as appears by the 
accompanying return, in which your lord- j 
ship will lament to see the name of lieu¬ 
tenant Strenuwitz, aid-de-camp to lieu¬ 
tenant-general sirW. Erskine, whose extreme 
gallantry led him into the midst of the 
enemy's cavalry, and occasioned liis being 
taken prisoner. Thus has ended an expe¬ 
dition which, although not bringing into ' 
play to the full extent the gallantry and | , 
spirit of those engaged, will, I trust, give 
them a claim to your lordship's approbation. 

No praise of mine can do justice to their 
admirable conduct, the patience and good¬ 
will shown by all ranks during forced ' 
marches in the worst weather, their strict 
attention to the orders they received, the 
precision with which they moved to the 
attack, and their obedience to command 
during the action. In short, the manner 
in which every one has performed his duty, 
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from the first cotnraencenient of the operu- 
tious, merits mj warmest'thanks^ and wD] 
notj I am surCj pass unobserred by your 
lordship* 

I To lieutenant-general sir W* Erskine I 
I must express my obligations for his assis¬ 
tance and advice iipon all occasions. To 
major-general the hon, K* Howard, who ^ 
dismounted ami headed his troops up the 
difficult ascent of the Sierra, and through- 
I outmost ah ly conducted his column; and 
to major-gen era] Long, for his exertions at 
the head of his brigade, I feel myself parti- 
* cularly indebted. I must also express my 
obligations to colonel Wilson, colonel Ash- 
wTOth, and lieutenant-colonel Stewai’t, com¬ 
manding brigades, for the able manner in 
which they led them* Lieutenant-colonel 
Cameron, lieutenant-colonel the lion* H. 
Cadogan, lientenant-colonel the hon. A. 
Abercromby, and lieutenant-colonels Fen¬ 
wick, Muter, and Liiidsay,^iiajors Harrison 
and Biische, major Park {cornmanding the 
light companies), and captain Gore, com- 
maoding the 9th light dnigoons, major 
Hartman, commanding the artillery, lieu- 
tenant-colonel Grant and major Birming¬ 
ham, of the Portuguese service, captain 
AiTiaga of the Portuguese artillery (whose 
guns did so much execution), severally merit 
my vrarmest approbation by their conduct; 
and I must not omit to mention the exer¬ 
tions made by brigadier-general Campbell 
and hia troops to arrive in time to give their 
assistance."^^ 

The second episodical event which oc- 
cmTcd at this period of the war, was the 
siege of Tarifa, and the repulse of the French 
in their endeavour to storm that fortress. 

With the view of supporting Ballasteros, 
who had assembled a force of 8,000 men in 
the mountain district of the Honda, strong 
detachments of English and Spaniards had 
been sent from Gibraltar and Cadiv^ to occupy 
that fortress. Soult, fearful lest his opera¬ 
tions against Cadiz should be impeded by 
that force, dispatched 10,000 men, under 
general Laval, to reduce the place* Laval 
invested the fortress on the 20 th of Decem¬ 
ber, and on the 31st of the same month, 
a practicable breach of 60 feet having been 
efiected, the French advanced to the as- 
Banlt; but being repulsed by the 87th and 
47tli regiments, Laval, having destroyed part 
of his artillery, and buried the remmnder in 
the sands, hastily retreated towards Seville. 

Thus ended The 2yiird Sj)anish Campaign* 
As an eloquent biographer of the Duke has 
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said, when it is considered that the effec- = 
tive strength of the Britisli army did, at no : 
period 0 II 8 IO, exceed 26,000 men, did never 
in 1811 amount to 34,000 men, and fell be¬ 
low that state considerably after the battles 
of Fuentes d'Onor and Albuera, and that 
during that time the French had employed 
in their efforts to establish and maintain 
themselves in Portugal, at the lowest cal¬ 
culation, 100,000 of their clioicest troops, 
the reader will be assisted in forming aright 
estimate of the genius, the judgment, and 
the efficiency with which that array was 
commanded* The result was proportionate. 

At the invocation of the hero of Assaye, 
the military spirit of England had been 
awakened under his guiding genius, the 
martial qualities of the British soldier had 
been shown upon tlie open field, and the 
charm of Frencli invincibility was gone*^^ I 

It may not be misplaced to enumerate , 
the difficulties the EngUsli commander-in- 
chief had to contend with in the perform¬ 
ance of his arduous duties in the Penmsular 
war, and liicidentally to allude to the inap- 
plicability of comparative parallels between 
Iiim and IvTapoleou Buonaparte, than whom 
no two persons were ever more dissimilar | 
in all the characteristics of head, heart, and 
temperament. j 

It has been customary with interested ' 
partisans and those who wish to place the 
duke^s character in an unamiable light, to 
compai'e In in with Napoleon Buonaparte, in 
representing both as stern and uopityiug 
soldiera, working their purposes out, reckless 
of the sufferings they occasioned, and dead 
to the kindlier feelings of humanity. But , 
in the rare exhibition of the softer feelings, 1 
no men differed more. Napoleon^s was a ^ 
public display, and strongly partook of an 
empirical character. The duke^s was a secret ' j 
offering, and resembled the equal justice of ! 
paternal affection. An ostentatious visit to ' | 
his hospitals, a consolatory address to a 
passing ambulence, bearing the wounded ' 
from the field, the parade of sorrow beside a 1 
dying friend,*—all with Buonaparte assumed 
the semblance of acting, and seemed intended 
rather to elicit applause from the lookers-on, 
til an to give expression to heartfelt synipathy. 
Wellington made no open show qjf sorrow. 

He saw old friends fall, he rods past the 
dying and the dead, the same stern calm¬ 
ness in his look, the same firm and unal¬ 
terable determination in his bearing. For 
the sufferers he bad no empty words, but 
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! when others slept lis was toiling in his 
I bureau to obtain means for their relief; and 
when none expected him he visited his hos¬ 
pitals in private^ and from personal inspec- 
I tioa assured himself that those to whom 
the sick and wounded were coramitteclj had 
not neglected their trust.’*^ It is not possible 
to believe that it w^as in his nature to put 
into practice the chicanery and charlatanism 
I of Napoleon Buonaparte^ who, when intend¬ 
ing to inspect the troops, despatched his 
I aides-de-camp to the respective command¬ 
ers of regiments, to desii’c information whe¬ 
ther any of the men to be inspected had 
! served with him in Italy, Egj^pt, or Ger- 
I many; and in what victories they were, as 
* also their numbers. Furnished with this 
information on bits of card put into his 
hand as he passed through the ranks, he 
would suddenly stop opposite the designated 
man, as if some recollection occurred to his 
mind, and looking earnestly at the party, 
ask him whether he had not served with him 
in Italy, Egypt, or Germany, (as the case 
might be,) and being informed that he had, 
the charlatan “ emperor’^ would exclaim, 
“ And not the cross —i.e. the Legion of 
Honour—at the same moment presenting 
i the party with the decoration ; and if his 
card told him that the man had a father- 
saying, How is your father—is the old man 
alive?" Even in ci\dl affairs he practised the 
same empiricism. He was, by his minions, 
much extolled for his supposed knowledge 
of the liberal arts, manufactures, &c. He 
obtained that reputation by the following 
means* Whenever he visited exliibitions of 


the kind, he was attended by confidential 
prompters, while all other persons were kept 
at a distance. The exhibitors were taught 
beforehand what objects to produce, wdiat 
observations to make, wliat questions to pro- ' 
pose; when the mountebank visitor delivered ' 
by rote his opinions, which he previously 
conned over from liis prepared papers* It was j 
by manoeuvi'es and charlataorj^ of this kind 
that Buonaparte obtained the idolatry of the ' 
French army. The inquiry after the old 
man" implied that he was acquainted wdtli , 
the circumstances of every soldier who 
fought under his banners, and felt an in¬ 
terest in his welfare and that of his family. 
But the duke" scoi'necl so paltry artifices, 
so studied in trickeiy and charlatanism; he 
trusted to his merits alone to acquire the 
good will of his army, and secure their 
confidence* The duke never eared for the 
comfort and welfare of his army ! Never 
was there a falser assertion, a more un- | 
founded calumny. Look at the Dis- | 
patches," and read there his numerous re- ! 
monstrances, not only with his own govern- ’ 
ment, but also ivith the faithless and ungrate- ' 
ful juntas of Spain, and their imbecile and 
ignorant generals. The complaint also, 
that the duke wm not.able to excite in his 
troops that enthusiastic and idolatrous de¬ 
votion which the French soldiery evinced 
for Napoleon Buonaparte, is equally unrea¬ 
sonable, What was the cause that produced 
that diversity of devotion of thfe two armies 
to their respective leaders? Was it not the 
difference of position in which their leaders 
were placed ? Buonaparte had not only the | 


* While the dake's head-quarters were at Fuente 
GuinaJdo, sir Arthur Wellesley, accordiug to his 
custom, visited the sick and wounded. He spoke 
with his usual laconism to some of the sufferers: 
“ Wounded?” “ Yes, tny lord.” “ Badly?” 
** Smartish ” Been attended to “ No, my 
lord.” How long have you been here “A day 
or two.” ** How is this ?” “ Don’t know, but there 
are more worse wounded than I am; but now that 
yon have come it will be all right.” The commander- 
in-chief s eye sparkled, bis lip contracted, and the 
sharp expression Ah!” was uttered. Then turning 
round, he said, ** Let these poor feHows be put under 
cover [they were then Ijnng in the streets, on or un¬ 
der bullocktcap], in the houses of the Jab de Fora, 
or of the magistrates. I will see whether they will 
leave my men to rot in the streets.” Then sending 
for the principal functionary, he rated him in such 
terms as made the man wish the earth would open to 
hide him ; and turning on his heel, w^alked towards 
the hospital. At this juncture, came up the medical 
auperintendent, a smart tall Irishman, with well- 
polished boots, snow-w'^hite linen, and an umbrella 
sheltering Ms beat coat Irom the showers. The con¬ 
trast between the drenched and mud-splashed chief 


and tlie spruce man of physic was striking. The 
duke eyed the son of .Esculapiua, and said nothing— 
lie had not made up his mind how to deal with him. As 
the party advanced, a huliock-car obstructed the nar¬ 
row street. The son of the Emerald Isle raised his um¬ 
brella, put his hand on the crupper of one of the oxen, 
vaulted over with great agility, seized their heads, and 
tumed them so as to obtain a passage. This feat was 
not lost upon tlie duke, who, having finished his inspec¬ 
tion, and finding everything rather in a state to aug¬ 
ment than to allay his anger, administered no very 
honied admonition to the medical superior attendant, 
mounted his horse, and returned to head-quarters. 
On his arrival there, the inspector-general of hospi¬ 
tals was sent for, to whom he expressed his displea¬ 
sure at the condition he found his men in, and ordered 
the unfortunate superintendent to be sent in disgrace 
to England. The inspector-general ventured to de¬ 
precate the duke’s wrath, and added, “ I regret most 
''sincerely }'our lordship’s displeasure, as I always con¬ 
sidered M-” to he one of the most active men in 

the department” " Active enough by G“—re¬ 
torted the duke, “ for he jumped over'a car and pair 
of bullocks with an umbrella in his hand. But he is 
not active enough m the discliarge of his duty.” 
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wealth and honours, military and civil, of 
France, but also of the conquered countriesj 
at his disposal and control. He could 
reward with rank, honour, and riches, his 
followers of every caste and grade, from the 
marsliaPs baton to the drum-major’s stick; 
from the possessor of the highest and most 
cultivated mind to the boorish and insensate 
peasant; whereas the duke’s power in that 
respect was a perfect nullity. As he indig¬ 
nantly remarks, in his letter of remonstrance 
to the military secretary at the Horse Guards, 
prefacing, that feeling ashamed of let¬ 
ting it be Imown to the array how little 

1 were his means of rewarding their devotion 
and gallantry, be adds, Though I command 
one of the largest armies that ever left Eng¬ 
land, I have not the power of making a 
corporal. I am almost ashamed of acknow¬ 
ledging the small degree (I ought to say 
nullity) of power of rewarding merit.” 

The comparisons drawn between the 
duke and his opponent, by interested parti¬ 
sans, and adopted by party and partial 
writers, and those who foi*m opinions at 
second hand, in respect of the genius, the 
sagacity, the mental resources, and the 
military talents of the two chiefs, arc 
equally idle and unfounded. The following 
observations will prove this assertion. 

The duke was only a subordinate in the 
great game that was played on the theatre 
of Spain; but Buonaparte was a principal 
in it. Thff duke’s calculations of liis re¬ 
sources, and his employment of them in 
Ids operations, were dependent on the ill- 
judged measures of men over whom he 
had but little influence, and no control; 
in abstract terms, he, was subject to tlie 
control of others. First, he was subject 
to the shallow and short-sighted, policy of 
the ministry at home; secondly, he was de- 
pendcut on the caprice and obstinacy of the 
Spanish and Portuguese governments* His 
patience and temper were often put to 
severe trials, and his measures frustrated 
by the factious disposition of the Portuguese, 
by the intractable pride and perverseness 
of the Spaniards, and the negligence and 
lukewarmness of his own government* How 
often were Ids admirable projects thwarted 
by the intrigue and incapacity (often the 
faithlessness and treachery) of the Spanish 
rulers and military chiefs; and thus the 
fruits which would have been produced by 
his genius and talents were often blighted in 
the bud, or not allowed to reach maturity; 
and even when his allies did co-operate 
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until him, how often did he find Ids measures 
fettered and hampered by the imperfect 
and apathetic compliance ^vith them ? Nor 
did he meet with less difhculties and im¬ 
pediments from the timid and imbecile 
counsels and instructions of the Canniug 
and Perceval administrations* The conse¬ 
quence was, as has been happily and forciblv 
observed, "Ids successes were often snatched 
from the midst of conflicting political cir¬ 
cumstances ; they were as gems brought 
up from the turbnlence of the whirlpool.” 
How different was the ease with Napoleon 
Bnonaparte ! He was dependent on no one, 1 
subject to no control—knew no other law 
in the choice and furtherance of his designs 
than ^—sic volOf sic jubeo^ siei pro rationc 
voluntas: he willed his measures at his 
pleasure, and compelled his crouching sub¬ 
ordinates to carry his mandates into execu¬ 
tion, in the most literal and nnscrnpulous 
manner, under fear of incurring his uncon- . 
trollable displeasure, or of losing their heads 
for their miscarriage. 

Secondly, Wellington was limited in Ids 
means, not only in tlie amount of his forces, 
but also in tlie extreme deficiency of his 
magazines, and the poverty, nay absolute 
bankruptcy of Ids military cliest. His army 
never exceeded in English and German sol¬ 
diers, one-third (and sometimes was much ' 
less) of the numerous corps (Parmce of the 
French, which were in immediate co-opera¬ 
tion on his front and flanks in the Peninsnla; 
and had he, in any bold and adventurous ex¬ 
ploit, lost a single division of his army, he was 
aware that the feeble and vacillating policy 
of the Canning and Perceval cabinets would ^ 
be so influenced by the brawlings and croak- 
in gs of the factious part of the public press, 
and the anti-English members of both houses 
of parliament, that they would be inclined 
to withdraw the English army from the' f 
Peninsnla, and leave it to the ravages and 
oppression of the French. Napoleon was 
subject to no such restraints, to no such ! 
motives, to influence his conduct* He had 
the lives of the whole of the male popula¬ 
tion of France, as also of almost all the 
states of central Europe (which were under 
liis direct dominion, either by conquest or i 
by the influence which he exercised over ! 
their cabinets) at kis beck and command. 

It was his boast that he could bring a million 
of infantry and one hundred thousand cavalry, 
into the field at his pleasure; and he proved 
that this was not assertion, for he led lialf a 
million of men to slaughter and destruction 
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' in Iris Eussian campaign, and in less than 

I two months of the Leipsic campaign, 
600,000 men were demanded and granted 
by his obsequious satellites. Both Buona¬ 
parte and his generals were indebted more 
for their success to the ready and abundant 
means they possessed of supplying the losses 
occasioned by the profuse, profigate, and 
unprincipled sacririce of the lives of their 
troops, than to any other cause, which, as 
the duke ofWelliugfcon correctly said, “was 
in every campaign one-half of those who 
took the field;^^ and his assertion is confirmed 
by even French writers. M. liocca, in his 
M^mofte de la Guerre Fraucaise en P4nin- 
sule^ says, that during that war of destruc¬ 
tion, "battalions, and even whole regiments, 
reduced to skeletons, that is, io two or ikree 
mm onli/i w^re constantly caiTyiug back 
their eagles aud banners to recruit in France, 
or Italy, or Switzerland, or Holland, or 
Germany, or Poland/^ With w^hat a con¬ 
trast does the same gentleman present us 
in a subsequent part of Iris work, when, 
speaking of the duke^s position on the lines 
of Torres Vedras, he says, “Wisely eco¬ 
nomical of the blood of his soldiers, he 
[ refused to shed it for his personal glory, or to 
risk the fate of Iris country, which he hajl un¬ 
dertaken to defend, in a single battle,” This 
is the highest eulogium that can be passed 
on the late duke, and cannot be surpassed in 
truth and beauty. Wellington's escutcheon 
is unstained by any wickedness, or injustice; 

I any reckless slaughter of his leHow-creatures, 
or wantou sacrifice of human life; his blaze 
of victories is uudimmedby cruelty or crime; 
as has been beautifully said, No teai's of 
desolated provinces dim the lustre of his 
laurels,” When in India, after the storm¬ 
ing of Seringapatam, he went, individually, 
among the inhabitants of that city, to calm 
their fears aud sooth their sorrows, and 
protect them from the violence and licen¬ 
tiousness of the soldiery. When, after the 
retreat of Soult from Oporto, tlie enraged in¬ 
habitants were about to raassaere his sick and 

I wounded he had deserted, his noble-hearted 
conqueror issued the following humane pro¬ 
clamation : “ 1 call on the inhabitants of 
Oporto to be merciful to the wounded and pri¬ 
soners. By the laws of war they are entitled 
to my protection, which I am determined to 
afford them,^' When the ruthless Massena, 
in his irruption into Portugal, was massacring 
the peasants and the ordenanzas (mUitiu) 
with the most savage barbarity, his illus¬ 
trious op pone ut told him that if be per¬ 


severed in his cruelty he could not save the 
French prisoners from the just vengeance of 
the Portuguese. When he entered the ter- i 
ritory of France he prohibited the Spaniards 
from retaliating the atrocities to which their | 
countrymen had been subjected by the I 
French armies; and Iris treatment and pro- 
tection of the French population were such 
that the peasantry brought their property | 
within the British lines, in preference to 
those of their own countrymen. When the ^ 
marquis of Londonderry required him, dur¬ 
ing the occupation of France by the British 
army, to maintain that army by requisition, 
he remonstrated on the injustice and im¬ 
policy of the act, and saved that country 
from the penalty of confiscation. His cele¬ 
brated declaration on the debate respecting 
the removal of the Homan catholic dis¬ 
abilities, would be a sufficient proof of his 
humanity, were all other instances wanting. 
And to his eternal honour be it mentioned, 
he never bombarded a town in any of his 
sieges, that is, threw bombs, red hot shell, 
&c,, from mortars and howitzers, as by that 
mode of procedmre in sieges the inhabitants 
are the sufferers, not the garrisons. The 
truth is, his earnest and unceasing endeavour 
was to mitigate and alleviate the evils and 
asperities of warfare, no less by setting an 
example of justice and clemency, than by 
recommending and enforcing, whenever he 
could, moderate aud humane measm^es 
among his allies. His despErtches, both 
Indian and European, furnish "numerous 
proofs of his humane and merciful dis- j 
position. When the Peishwa, whom he 
had contributed to restore to his throne, 
indicated a wish to execute his vengeance 
on some of the Mahratta chiefs who had j 
opposed ffira, the duke interposed to save | 
them, “The war,” said he, “ will be eter- f 
nal if nobody is forgiven; and 1 certainly 
think that the British government cannot 
intend to make the British troops the instru¬ 
ments of the Peisbwa's revenge.” This 
measure saved the devoted chiefs. ; 

Tlm'dly, Nor was the state of destitution of 
his army in respect of food and the necessmes 
of life, the only untoward circumstance the 
English chief had to contend with during 
the Peninsular War: the military chest was 
firequently in as destitute a condition, Na¬ 
pier tells us (and he tells only the bare 
truth) that it “ sometimes did not contain 
a halfpennyat other times “ it was quite 
bankrupt.” Such was not the case with | 
Buonaparte and his generals. They ex- j 
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acteclj at their will and pleasurej all the 
necessaiy succours for farthering their ope- 
rationsj from the inhabitants of the countries 
in which they were carrying ou their schemes 
of violence and aggrcssioUj and that too 
under the teiror and pains of military exe¬ 
cution, This practice was enjoined on all his 
subordinates by the express command of 
Buonajjaite, Among Joseph Buonaparte^s 
papers captured at VittoriUj a letter was 
, found addressed to him by his brother 
i Napoleoiij in which he teUs him that ^^he 
; had always supported his wai’S by the re- 
, sources of the territory in which they were 
I carried on/' In his first Italian campaign, 
besides maintaining the armyj he remitted 
fifty millions of francs to the French ex¬ 
chequer. The French armies were supported 
by authorized and regulated plunder of the 
countries and their inliabitants which were 
for the time the scenes of their operations. 
Every article, whether of food or raiment, 
every animal, and every vehicle, were con¬ 
sidered to belong of right to the soldier, and 
without payment. But it was very differ¬ 
ent with the English army. In all its 
dealings and intercourse with the natives of 
the Peninsula, the national character for 
good faith and disinterested honour, was 
maintained pure and sacred. And yet, as 
the duke said, in a letter dated December 
21st, 1810, addressed to the earl of Liver¬ 
pool:—‘^With all onr money I could not 
maintain one dirision in the district in which 
• the French have maintained not less than 
60,000 men and 20,000 animals, for more 
than two months* This time last year 1 j 
was obliged to move the British cavalry 
fi*om the district which the French now 
occupy with their whole army, because it 
could not he subsisted. But \the 
they take every thing, and leave the unfortu¬ 
nate inhabitants to starvethus confinniug 
General Foy's pointed contrast, of “ 10,000 
English with money in their hands,'* with an 
army of 20,000 French, though moneyless. 

Fourthly, Even in the power of provision¬ 
ing iiis army, Wellington was shackled and 
hampered—often reduced to the gi^eatest 
straits and difficulties* His commissariat 
was vicious and defective ; not imfrequently 
selfish and peculating: faults arising from 
the pernicious influence exerted by the 

• de la Gim^re de la^ininmle sous Najio^ 

l^Ofh 

t The Duke of Wellington, in tlie course of the 
Peninsular War, compelled the French to have re¬ 
course to a new system of subsisting and paying their 
armies* Instead of requisitions and exactions on the 
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government in the selection of persons for 
that employment. The opinion of general 
Foy on that subject furnishes a sufficient ! 
explanation of the difficulties and disap¬ 
pointments to which the duke was sub¬ 
ject in that respect: The British com¬ 
missariat/* says the French general, “ was 
composed of the class of petty tradesmen j 
and greedy speculators who contrived to get 
rich by UTeguIar means/** To those ac¬ 
quainted with the influences which abject 
birth and low occupation have on the con¬ 
duct and motives of men, the declaration of 
the French general affords a solution of the 
difference resulting to the French and Eng¬ 
lish armies from their respective com mis- ; 
sariats, and the impediments consequently 
resulting to the plans and operations of the 
duke of Wellington, as he was under the 
unavoidable necessity of being dependent 
for his supplies on his commissariat. But 
Buonaparte's power in that respect was law^- 
less* He maintained his armies by forced 
contributions and unrestrained pillage in the 
invaded countries; and moreover compelled 
his commissariat to execute tlieir duties 
faithfully and zealously, from the fear of the 
certainty of punishment which would attend 
their, fraud or malversation* In Italy, 
Egypt, Germany, Russia, Spain and Por¬ 
tugal, he and his generals put that system 
into full and effective operation, and they 
made the clergy and magistrates responsible 
for tlie fulfilment of the requisitions, or 
forced contributions, and tlie supply of the 
requisite succours and means of transport 
for the French armies.t It was one of the 
maxims of the French chiers military eco¬ 
nomy, that a general at tlie liead of 20,000 
men, who could not, in a civilised country, 
procure siibsisteiice for his troops, was igno¬ 
rant of his trade." His generals proved 
themselves no dull scholars. Foy, in his i 
Hhiory of the Fenhisulat^ IVar, says, “that 
a French army consisting of 20,000 men, ' 
without a military chest, would find abtm- I 
dant subsistence in a couutiy in which an ' 
army of 10,000 English, with money in 
their hands, would die of famine/* In 
another part of his iuterestuig work, when I 
speaking of the great change that Buona- | 
parte introduced into the French armies iu 
their conduct and treatment of the con- 
conquered countries, ke obliged thejJi to bare, in a 
great measure* recourse to the mnurcee of France, 
or, as he emphatically expressed himself, “ of main- 
taining themselves/ by carrying on a war of maga- . 
zines. As he, with his usual foresight, sold, “ this soon ' 
made the French people discontented with warfare.^ r 
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qiiered or invaded countries, to what it had 
been in the pure times of the republic, lie 
exclaims: “Woe, then, three-fold woe to 
the soil traversed by the car of victory. 
From the period of Napoleon's ascendancy, 
no more magazines on imforeseen lines of 
operation, no more convoys of provisions 
organized in c^tinually variable directions, 

! were ever tlionght on Like the avalanche 
' rushing from the summit of the Alps into 
the valleys, our innumerable armies, by mere 
passage, destroyed in a few hours the re~ 

I sources of a whole country. Wherever they 
halted they demolished houses that had 
stood for half a century.” Even one who 
is no cold and apathetic eulogist of the 
French and their leaders, admits that the 
I French generals enforced their exactions on 
Spain, “ by executions and burnings.” 
“ How different was the conduct of the re¬ 
publican arinies of France, in the pure times 
of their revolutionary austerity and sublime 
devotedness to patriotism, when masculine 
rirtue and the fiery independence of a truly 
i^epublican soul actuated our soldiers,” ex- 
I claims the lugh-minded Foy : “ Dmang the 
first years of the republic the conquered 
' nations were protected from the licentious¬ 
ness of arms. The old soldiers long remem¬ 
bered St, Just and Lebas, representa- 
I tives of the people, who, during the cam- 
I paign of 1794 caused some volunteers to be 
shot for having stolen a few eggs from the 
poultry yard of a peasant of Brabant. 
Again, later, the brigade of Lautour D'Au- 
. vergne was encamped in cherry orcliards in 
Biscay, and the grenadiers durst not pick 
I tlie cherries from the boughs which hung 
' over their lieads. But theii,'^ the general 
empliatically observes, “the French gene¬ 
rals made war with an austerity and a 
moderation befitting the noble cause for 
which they had taken up arms. The pay 
was then eight francs per month for the 
Itigher r^^nks. At head-quarters the gene¬ 
rals ate at table no other bread than the 
soldier, and no other meat than the kind 
' wdiich he received.” What a contrast to 
the Napoleonic system ! According to that 
system of regulated and systematic robbery, 
Buonaparte andhis generals became possessed 
of a great part of the riches of the plundered ; 
countries. “ How many saints of gold and 
silver,” says M. Blaze, “how many pyxes 
and cups, were transformed into ingots, to be 
1 afterwards exchanged for hotels in Paris! 
IIow many diamonds and rubies, after adorn¬ 
ing for ages the pompous ceremonies of the 
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Boman catholie church, were utterly aston¬ 
ished to find themselves on the bare bosom 
of an opera dancer! The magnificent pic¬ 
tures which decorated the eliurches of Spain, 
now adorn the galleries of their generals, 
and theii' vacant [jlaces are covered with a 
piece^ of black cloth.” Well may the duke 
of Wellington have declared at the whole¬ 
sale removal of the robberies of the Portu¬ 
guese by Junot and his associate thieves, 
tliat it was to be regretted that no means 
could be devised “ to make the French gen¬ 
erals restore the property they had slolenJ' 
Fifthly,—The medical department of the 
British army was cqiiaUy as vicious and de¬ 
fective as that of the commissariat. When 
the British chief demanded a reform, tlie 
medical board in London disregarded his 
complaints, and even thwarted tlie ai'rangc- 
ments lie had made for improving the 
disgraceful condition of the hospitals, and 
rendering their officers more efficient. The 
French liospitals were well regulated and 
fi^nished with all things necessary, even 
with luxuries and siiperfiuities, while* the 
British were even destitute of the common¬ 
est necessaries. The French medical staff 
was skilful and efficient j the English, inef¬ 
ficient and without capacity. Even in the 
removal of the wounded off tlie field of 
battle, the facilities of the French plan 
were admirably contrasted mtli the clumsy 
and bungling contrivances of the English. 
The French wounded were remolded with 
rapidity off the field, and by the medium of 
the hospital ambulances, without the inflic¬ 
tion of unnecessary pain on the sufferers; 
but the fallen English soldiers were often 
left for many hours, and when removed were 
transported in clumsy bullock-carts, wffiich 
often occasioned the most excruciating pain 
and agony to the sufferers. These defects 
frequently produced in the English army 
the most doleful scenes after a battle, or 
when an hospital was to be removed. They 
also tended greatly to impede the plans and 
operations of tlie English chief, ou accoimt 
of the length of time the sick and wounded 
were prevented from joining the ranks. On 
the otlier hand, the French sick and wound¬ 
ed, from the superiority and efficiency of 
the French medical staff, aod the full and 
constant supply of the necessaries requisite 
for the restoration of tlie patients to health 
and actirity, quickly rejoined their regiments. 
For this reason the operations of the French 
armies were not impeded or retarded by the 
obstructions w'bich the ‘ presence of large 
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I liospitals occasion to military mOYements* 
j The case waa the same on account of the 
exoneration from vvhich the French generals 
were relievedj from the necessity of liaYiug 
commissariat stores conveyed with the ar¬ 
mies, and from whicli the system of forced 
contributions in the invaded countries, re¬ 
lieved them* 

Sixthly,— The DuWs operations in the 
field were retarded and enfeebled—nay, often 
endangered, by the remissness and culpabi- 
^ lity of the government oflBcials, in respect of 
I the defieieneies and imperfections of the 
engineer and ariillcry departments of his 
army, Ilis sieges of Ciudad Rodrigo, Bada- 
jos, and St, Sebjjistian, were retarded and 
greatly impeded, not only from the want of the 
requisite battering trains and siege materiel^ 
but even of a body of men trained to siege 
duty; and his earnest and frequent repre¬ 
sentations and reraonstrances to the Board 
of Ordnance on that subject, were not only 
disregarded, but even treated with slight 
and indifference. Even when the requisite 
battering train and siege matiricl were sent 
to St, Sebastian, ammunition only for one 
day's consumption accompanied the train. 
The cause of the protraction of the siege of 
the last-mentioned fortress, and the failures 
of the assaults in the two gallant attempts 
to storm the breaches, were further occa- 
aioned by the absence of cruisers on the 
coast, to prevent the enemy entering the 
port with stores and ammumtion, and re¬ 
moving the wounded men of the garrison to 
places of safety. As it has been well re¬ 
marked, in consequence of the culpable 
conduct on the part of the government 
officials, the history of our sieges in the 
Peninsular war, forms a sad and humiliating 
chapter iu our military annals; they were, 
as Napier has said with truth, a succession 
of butcheries, because the commonest mate¬ 
rials (namely, stores, implements, &c.} and 
the means necessary for their use, were 
denied to the engineers.” As the same 
author justly observes in another part of his 
voluminous work, it was from the incredible 
I carelessness of prepai‘ation, and the habitual 
negligence of the different cabinets and 
government officials, that the laurels of 
the British army had for many years been 
blighted.” Another ad ratable historian of 
the Peniusular war,"*" while speaking of the 
destitute state of the British army prior to 
its advance into Spain, when the men 
were without shoes i the officers and men 
♦ Military Memoirs of ll^eUmgtotu 


without pay and common necessaries; the 
I hospitals full, and the military chest empty,” 

I adds : this great and shameful irregn- 

krity of providing for the army, was not 
an isolated occurrence, but obtained fre¬ 
quently throughout the war, and conse¬ 
quently fettered and hampered the illustri¬ 
ous subject of our memoir iii the execution 
of his measures.” 

will scarcely be credited,” says the 
author of The DefenceksB State of Great 
^^that the trenches, saps, mines, 
batteries, and other important works neces¬ 
sary for the capture of Olivenga in April, 
1811 j the attack of Fort Christoval, in May, 
1811 ; the second siege of Badajos, in 1812; 
the siege of Ciudad llodrigo, in 1812; the 
third and last siege of Badajos, in Starch 
and April, 1812; the escalade and capture 
of the French w^orks at Almaraz, in May, 
1812; the reduction of the French posts at 
Salamanca, in June, 1812; the capture of 
the Retero, at Madrid, in August, and the 
siege of Burgos, in September and October , 
of the same year, were undertaken and con- i 
ducted by a British army, unattended by a i 
skigh sapper or miner , ' 
Nor ivere these the only mischievous re¬ 
sults arising from the negligence and cul- 
pabie conduct of the ordnance and admi¬ 
ralty departments in the course of the 
operations of the British army during the 
Peninsular war. Among otlier obstructions 
to its effective operations during that despe¬ 
rate and eventful struggle, the followdng 
may be particularized:—At the battle of i 
Puentes d^Ohor, the troops were obliged to 
pick lip the enemy's shot fired into the camp, 
to supply the guns; and after the battle 
of Vittoria, the only ammunition available 
was that captured from the French ; but as 
the shot were not of sufficient size for-the 
calibre of the muskets and cannon, the 
consequence was their comparative ineffi¬ 
ciency. Similar cases had occurred at the i 
siege of Badajos, and in some of the battles | 
previous to that memorable event. " The 
guns at the siege of Badajos,” says Napier, , 
were false in the bore, aiid the sliot of j 
different sizes, the largest being too small,” 
and consequently tliey were in a great 
measure ineffectual, from the w^indage there¬ 
by caused. In these respects the case was 
very different with Buonaparte and his 
generals. They experienced no difficulties 
and obstructions of tlie kind, Ilis crouch¬ 
ing dependents amply supplied him and his 
j generals with all the necessary succour and 
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aid they wanted; and eren his timid and 
fawning allies contributed their quotas in 
the furtherance of his ambitions projects of 
violence and aggression. The inliabitaats of 
the countries in which the war was earned 
on at the time wercj as has been already 
stated, compelled, under pain and terror of 
military execution, to furnish ample sup- 
I plies, which relieved the French generals 
from being encumbered with magazines and 
stores. 

I Seventhly—The duhe's measures and 
operations were frequently impeded, some¬ 
times foiled, by the short-sighted and nan'ow^- 
policied views' of the imbecile cabinets of 
hm own country, and the perverse, and often 
perfidious measm'es of his allies* His ad- 
I inirable plans, w'hen lord Liverpool declared 
tlie inability of the government to supply 
' the armv with com and specie, for provision- 
I ing the British army, and after replenishing 
I his military chest with the produce of the 
I surplus, supplying the Portuguese popnla- 
I tion, by the importation of corn, &c*, from 
! North *a!id South America, Egypt, and the 
northern coast of Africa, were, in a great 
^ measure, thwarted by the culpable negli- 
' gence, nay, even the absolute refusal of the 
' admiralty, to establish eruisersyfor the pro¬ 
tection of the coasts of Portugal and Spain 
from the presence of the French and Amer¬ 
ican privateers, and other vessels of war 
belonging to the enemy; and bis financial 
contrivances to replenisb the bankrupt state 
of the military chest, were rendered nuga- 
' tory by the mischievous cousequences of 
I lord Wdliatn Bentinck^s enhancement of 
the value of Spanish dollars, in the idle and 
visionary Sicilian scheme projected by him 
and the English ministry. The consequence 
j 'of the Sicilian competition was, au absolute 
dearth of specie in Spain; and that of the 
I neglect of the English admiralty to station 
cruisers on the coasts, the loss of store-ships 
! and mei'chantmen conveying money, cloth¬ 
ing, and the mimitious of war for the use of 
I the British army, whieh were captured by 
privateers issaing from Santona, Bayonne, 
and Bordeaux, Even the store-ships from 
Santander could not sail with the necessaries 
for the British army during its operations on 
the Nive and the Nivelle, and in front of 
Bayonne, for want of convoy. Tlie conse- 

* It wa 5 probably, to adopt a vicious parliamentary 
phrase, “ in the carrying out^' tlic same notion of the 
itrmtj the last iJun^ that ouf/ld to be aitenthd tOf 
that the imbecile Perceval cabinet, in its dread of the 
newspaper cry for economy, forgot the safety of tlie 


i qnencewas, that its,operations were checked. 
And to add to the list of grievances, the 
commissariat availed itself of every oppor¬ 
tunity of turning the culpable negligence 
and dereliction of duty of the government 
and its officials, to its own selfish advantage. 
Among numerous other instances of its 
transgi^essiou, may be mentioned, its employ¬ 
ment of the proviaioa mules from the port 
of St. Jean de Lu^, in the conveyance of lux¬ 
uries, in order to sell them at an exorbitant 
profit to the army. The evils rose to so 
great a height, that the daily expense of 
each man's rations exceeded six shillings, 
British specie. And to fill up the measure 
of destitution winch the ^rmy was suffering 
from the abject and heartless faction under 
which the English nation was groaniug, 
while its heroic sons w^ere vindicating the 
rights and independence of civilized men, 
on the snows of the Pyrenees, and in the 
swamps of the plains of Prance, during the 
winter of 1812 and 1813, their great coats 
M^ere not furnished by the greedy contrac¬ 
tors imtil the month of April of the last- 
mentioned year: a neglect probably occa¬ 
sioned for the purpose of verifying the 
heartless and ignorant declaration of tliat 
wisest of sages and purest of patriots. Lord 
Melville, " that ilie army the last ihhig 
tfmt ouylU to be attended And to crown 

the foUy and iniquity of that timid and in¬ 
capable faction, colonel B anbury, the under¬ 
secretary of state, was sent to the duke's 
head-quarters, ‘‘at the time miliions were 
being poured by the British ministry into 
the continent; when every petty German 
sovereign, partisan, or robber, wlio raised a 
hand, or a story, against Napoleon, was 
supplied to satiety/^^—to protest against the 
maximum expenditure of £100,000 monthly, 
(and even that sura was not paid regularly) 
for the raaintemmee of the British army and 
its allied battalions; and that, too, at the 
very crisis of the tremendous straggle, and 
when the duke was overwhelmed with debt 
contracted in consequence of the ignorant 
and crooked policy of the government he 
was sendng* When a review is taken of the 
tissue of contemptible and culpable con-, 
duct by which the government harassed the 
duke, the only excuse for the strange hallu¬ 
cination under which the ministry laboured, 

army in the lines of Torres Tedras, in their keen 
love of place, and actmtiy issued orders to dtseharge 
alt the transport ships Iputp m the Tapus^ to save ex~ 
pemSi or, more correctly speaking, kee2) them in their 
places. 
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IS the laughable declaration of one of their 
body, that '^the views of the duke were 
wild and visionary^ and required the sanc¬ 
tion of older and wiser heads before they 
' were assented to/^ In contending with 
these untoward circnrostances, the duke^s 
attention was not only engaged in directing 
the movements and fighting the battles of 
the Peninsular war^ but also in the pro¬ 
visioning, tile equipment, the supply of the 
stores, and superintending the health of his 
army: in a word, he was, besides executing 
the duty of eommauder-in-cliief, obliged to 
I be his own engineer, artillerist, commissary. 


i 


I 


medical adviser, and financier* How he 
discharged those duties, the event proved: 

By a succession of victories, he taught liis 
countrymen to know their own military 
capacities, and to believe in the fortune of 
their arms/^ It has been truly and empha¬ 
tically said, the true mark of a great man 
is, that he accomplished great achievements 
with small means*'' To this high and dis¬ 
tinguishing claim no man in any age has 
proved a better title than the late duke of 
Wellington. Ilis means were cramped and 
limited, and yet he accomplished great 
achievements," and overcame all difficulties* 
Buonaparte overwhelmed all obstacles by 
enormous masses of soldiery, and the unli¬ 
mited command of all the sinews of war—* 
money, munition, and every warlike 
besides the homage and co-operation of all 
the subjugated states of Europe. 

To meet these difficulties, and proride for 
those defects, wliich were occasioned by the 
English ministry and his allies, the Span¬ 
ish and Portuguese, the duke was left to 
his own resources, and compelled to call 
into practice all the energy, sagacity, and 
foresight, of his sound, and well-regulated 
and weU-poised mind* By his deep designs 
and vast combinatious, his soundness of judg¬ 
ment and dearness of perception, his intuitive 
sagacity and inflexibility of purpose, his in¬ 
defatigable activity, and prompt and decided 


execution, he, uotwithstaodiug the follies 
and the fears of weak and timid, and selfish 
cabinets, both foreign and domestic, with 
wliich he had to contend, not only overcame 
all those difficulties, and provided for all 
those defects, but he subdued and reduced 
to subjection the colossal power and over¬ 
weening aiTogance of one of tlie most inve¬ 
terate foes and aggressors of national honour 
and independence, that had ever appeared 
ou the face of the earth; and eventually 
restored peace and Iiappiness to Europe, 
and collaterally to the whole civilized world. 

Such arc the compariaons, truth and 
justice tell us, that ought do he drawn 
between Wellington aud Napoleon Buona¬ 
parte; they are well summed up in the 
following brief and emphatic remark of an 
able periodical writer :—Instead of the 
enormous sacrifices of human freedom, 
human life, aud human comfort, which Na¬ 
poleon Buonaparte demanded, tlie duke 
achieved an immortaUty for himself and 
his country irithont leariog half the youth 
of each generation on the field of battle— 
witliout taking any part in the suppression 
of national freedom or national intellect— 
without giving the least iielp towards re¬ 
ducing his country to a herd, of slaves, 
packed up and driven by legions of police¬ 
men and spies." To this high aud just 
praise may be appropriately appended that 
of the most eloquent and judicious of his 
biographers:—Though his commands were 
many and considerable, and the theatre of 
his services often varied, he was never 
chai^ged with one act of rapacity or of cru¬ 
elty ; we find no stain of severity upon his 
hands, no dirt of plunder adhering to his 
honourable sword, no tears of desolated 
prorinces to dim the lustre of his laurels*" 
His campaigns were sauctified by the cause: 
they were snUied by no cruelties, no crime. 
As a conqueror, he has left a blaze of victory 
behind him, resplendent with honour, pat¬ 
riotism, and justice* 


MEMORANDUM OF OPERATIONS IN 1811* 


BY GENERAL VISCOUNT WELLINGTON, K.B, 


During the period that Lord Welhngtou 
was in the Peninsula, he had been in the 
practice, from time to time, of drawing up 
memoranda of the operations of the army 
under his command, and forwarding them 
to the minister. These documents are all 
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eminently characteristic of the man, ami 
exhibit in a clear and striking manner his | 
power of eonducting the greatest affairs, ; , 
while he never neglected the roost minute | 
aud apparently trifling circumstances which ' 
might tend towards the great resultt Tlie | 
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important memorandum wliicli we licre intro- 
I duce is that of the operations of the Peninsn- 
lar army in 1811, as giving a concise and 
accurate epitome of the occan^ences of that 
year, and thus preparing the reader for a clear 
understanding of the great events of 1812:— 
Ei'eneda, 28tli Dec. 1811. 

The last memorandum on the opera¬ 
tions in the Peninsula, brought them down 
to the end of the year 1810, when a divi¬ 
sion of the 0th corps, with other troops, 
ivhich had before endeavoured to join Mas- 
sena from the frontiers of Castile, through 
Lower Bcira, arrived, and took their station 
on the right of the enemy’s army at Leyria. 
These troops, supposed to be from 8,000 to 
10,000 men, had been annoyed on their 
march by colonel Wilson^'s detacliment on 
the Alva. 

Tlie other division of the 9th corps 
under Claparede, amounting also to about 
10,000 men, remained on the frontier, and 
by their manceuvres kept general Silveira 
I in check during the march of the division 
under Drouet, by the valley of the Mondego. 
Silveira attacked their advanced guard at 
Ponte do Abade, on the 30th December, 
1810, and was defeated; and he was himself 
attacked and defeated at Villa da Ponte on 
the 11th January; and he retired, first to 
I/amego, and thence across the Douro^. 
Claparede advanced upon Lamego, but 
general Baccllar liaving placed the divisions 
of militia, under the command of general 
Miller and of colonel Wilson, on his flanks 
and his communications, he was obliged to 
retire, and went to Guard a, to which place 
he had been ordered by a^Iassena. 

I But the principal occurrence in the 
I j commencement of this year was the move- 
; mentj firom Andalusia, of a large force into 
I Estremadura, in order to create a diversion 
i in favour of Massena. 

I The army of the south, under the coni- 
' mand of Soult, consisted of the 1st corps, 

1 ^ u'hich was engaged in the operations of the 
: ^ siege of Cadiz; of the 4th corps, which was 
at Granada ; and of the 5th corps, one divi- 
i ' sion of which, under Gazan, could with dif- 
, I ficulty maintain its ground in Estremadura 
, against the Spanish division of Mendizabel 
' I and Ballasteros, whilst the other division, 
under Girard, was employed in the Condado 

• By a retiim of the 25ih Marrii, it appears that 
this amiy then consisted ot 48,619 men; of which 
number 7,744 were cavalry* This was after the hat- 
tie of Bar ossa, and after the siege of Badajos, the 
battle of the 19th Fehriiary, It may be pre- 


cle Niebla, and iu keeping open the commu¬ 
nication between Seville and the besieging 
army of Cadiz. The w hole amount of the 
army of the south could not be less in the 
beginning of the year than 50,000 men.* 
Sonlt broke up from Cadiz with about 
5,000 men on the 21st December, and col¬ 
lected at Seville the troops destined for the 
invasion of Estremadura. He had with Iiim i 
about 20,000 men,f including a very lai'ge 1 
body of cavalry; to oppose which there 
were the Spanish divisions of IMendizabel 
and Ballasteros, which amounted to about 
10,000 men, a brigade of Portuguese cav- 
ahy, and about 1,500 Spanish cavalry, 
making altogether about 2,300 cavalry. 
There were, besides, Spanish garrisons in 
Badajos and Campo Major, Albuquerque, 
and Valencia de Alcantara; ami Don Carlos 
de Espaua’s brigade, about 2,000 men, which 
was on the right of the Bntisli army near 
Abrantes, was considered disposable for 
service in Estreniadurh* 

If this corps had been left entire, and 
had been prudently managed, it would have 
been fully sufficient, even though not joined 
by the other troops belonging to the army 
of the marquis de la Bomana, incorporated 
with the British army, to prevent the enemy 
from passing the Guadiana, which was full 
at that season of the year* 

But the first measure adopted by the 
Spanish government, on the same day, the 
21st December, tliat Soult broke up from 
Cadiz, was to order Ballasteros, with a part 
of his division, into the Condado de Niebla, , 
Notwithstanding that ive received at Car- 
taxoj on the 29tli December, the accounts ' 
of Soult having broken up from before i 
Cadiz, the* Spanish general Mendizabel did 
not hear of this circumstance for some days 
afterwards; and the first he heard of it was 
from us. He was quite unprepared for his 
retreat, which was hurried; and he retired 
in a mamier different, and making a different 
disposition from that which was recom¬ 
mended and ordered. 

He had been ordered to break the 
bridges of Merida and Medellin, and to 
defend the passages of the Guadiana. He 
retired upon Badajos and Oliven^a; and the 
engineer officer who was sent to destroy the 
bridge of Merida, instead of obeying the ^ 

Slimed that it was more than 50,000 men in the he- | 
ginning of the year, , 

t The 5th corps alone had about 12,000 infaatiy*; 
and 5,000 brought from the siege of Cadiis and the 
cavalry, would make his army 20,000 men. , 
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orders he received, made a report wliich ivas 
sent to Cartaxo to the marques de la 
Eomana, and asked for orders. The tovm 
of Merida itself was not defended; and the 
consequence was, that an advanced guard of 
French cavalry took ^Merida, which post 400 
French troops had held in June in the year 
1809, against the whole Spanish array, ivith 
this additional disadvantage, that the river 
Guadiana was then fordable, and that the 
Spanish troops were in possession of all the 
avenues to the town. 

General Mendiz^abel, in making his re¬ 
treat upon Badajos and Olivenfa, tluew 
SjOOO men of general Ballasteros' division 
into the latter, the others having marched 
i under general Ballasteros, by order of the 
government, into the Condado de Niebla, 
The division of general Mendixabel retired 
upon Bada]OS, with all the cavalry, excepting 
I a small body which inarched upon Jlerida. 

There were various reports of the move¬ 
ments of the French r and in fact it was but 
little known in what direction, and with 
, what object, they were moving. It was at 
' one time positively stated, that they had 
j passed the bridge of Merida on the 15th of 
January, and that they were moving towards 
the bridge of Almaraz on the Tagus; at 
another time it was reported that they were 
encamped at Caceres; but at last it was 
found that they did not cross the Guadiana 
in any force, but blockaded the troops of 
general Ballasteros^ division in Oiivenja, 
j Tliis blockade ivas made on the 15th, 
and continued until the 23rd of January, 
when the garrison surrendered. Two or 
three attempts ivere made by general Men- 
dixabel to raise the blockade, but without 
success; and as the garrison at last surren¬ 
dered, before the^ enemy had attacked the 
place, and without being distressed for pro- 
' visions, it is believed that the place was sold, 

I During the month of January, the mar¬ 
ques de la Bom an a was taken very ill at 
I Cartaxo, of whieh Olnesa he died on the 
I 23rd of that month* He had ordered don 
, Carlos de Espana^s brigade to march as 
I soon as he heard of the danger of Ballas- 
teros^ detachment from the advance of tlie 
French troops, and he afterwards ordered 
that the remainder of the troops which had 
been incorporated with the British array 
should move from Villa Franca, where they 
had been cantoned. They moved on the 
20th of Jaunary, 

From the period at which we had heard 
of the movement of the French from Cadiz 
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and particularly, latterly, T had frequent 
conversation with him regarding the sifcna- 
tion of affairs in Estremadura; and as he 
was unwell, I wrote, in the shape of a 
memorandum, ray opinions on the plan of 
operations to be pursued, as well for the 
objects of the war in general, as for the 
particular purpose of saving Oliven^a, or 
rather for relieving the troops in that place, 
respecting whom the marques was particu¬ 
larly anxious. 

The marques died three days after he 
had received this memorandum ; but not 
till after he had circulated it among the 
officers under his command, and had de¬ 
sired them to attend to it. A reference to 
the memorandum, and to the letters and 
dispatches of that day, will show how far 
they attended either to the first or to the last* 

After two attempts were made to raise 
the blockade of 01 iven 5 a, the place surren¬ 
dered on the 23rd of January; and the 
enemy invested Badajos, ou both sides of 
the Guadiana, on the 27th of January, and 
broke ground on the left of the river on 
the 29th, The Spanish generals were not 
decided respecting the measures which they 
should adopt iu the circumstances in which 
they stood. But at length the troops, which 
had quitted the allied army on tlie 20th of 
January, were ordered to advance to Bada- 
jos* They immediately re-established the 
communication between Elvas and Badajos, 
obliging the French cavalry to retire beyond 
the Gevora; and then ba\dng entered the 
to\ra, they attempted to raise the siege by 
making a sortie upon the enemy^s works. 
They were driven back with loss; and hav¬ 
ing remained in the town, the commnnica- ' 
tion betiveen Elvas and Badajos was again 
cut off by the""enemy's cavalry,^ 

The Spanish troops, however, came out 
of the town again on the 9th of February, 
and at last took the position on the heights 
of San Cliristoval, wliich was recommended 
to them. They did not, however, adopt any ■ 
measure to fortify this position, nor did ! 
they adopt any of the other measures re¬ 
commended to them, particularly that of 
sending away from Badajos the bridge of 
boats, the want of which was afterwai'ds 
found to be so fatal to the cause. j 

The Spanish army, about 10,000 strong, 
and having besides about 2,000 cavalry, 
including generid Madden's Portuguese bri- 

• If the Freneh had sent a sufficient body of j 
cavalry to the right of the Guadiana, they would ' 
have tiikea the whole amy without bring a shot. 
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' gackj rcmamed in tlie posi tiDn at San Chris- 
tovalj till the lOtli of February^ having the 
I Gevora in their front, and that river and 
the Guadiana between them and the enemy, 

I on which day they were siu-prised by be- 
' tween 5,000 and 6,000 French troops, and 
! j totally destroyed as a military body; their 
I camp and artillery being taken, and the 
I I whole body, not killed or taken, dispersed, 

I except the Portuguese brigade of cavalry, 

I I and a few hundred Spaniards, About 2,000 
I of the troops escaped into Badajos, 

I An examination of the letters ■written 
I at this period to hir. Wellesley and the 
I secretary of state, will show my anxiety for 
I the relief of Badajos, and the measures 
; w’hicli I recommended for that object. The 
most effectual measure of any would, un¬ 
doubtedly, have been to detach a body of 
British troops to that part of the country j 
! ! but a moments reflection on the relative 
' I iiumfeers of the two armies at that time on ’ 
the Tagus, and on the extent and nature 
of the positions which had to occupy, will 
I show that it was impossible to venture to 

' detach, from our army at least, till the re- 

, ' inforcenients then expected should have 
' arrived in the Tagus. 

Massena had come into Portugal with 
72,000 men, of which he had lost 10,000 
at the battle of Busaco, and its consequences; 
and it is a large allowance to suppose that 
* he had in January lost 10,000 more by 
deaths, prisoners, deserters, and killed, in 
i various little affairs which had occurred. 
This would reduce his original number to 
I 52,000 men; and an aid-de-camp of his 
^ who was taken in December, reported that 
1 the army had that number before Drouet 
joined. 

To this number Drouet^ in December, 
and Foy, in January, added about 12,000 ' 
men, making 64,000; and Claparede was at' 
Guarda with between 8,000 and 10,000 
men; of the 64,000, about 14,000 may have 
been sick, as the army were very sickly ; 
and there would have remained on the 
Tagus, fit for service, about 50,000 men, 

, "The British army, on the 20th January, 
consisted of 41,0-10 men; of which number 
I there were sick, 6,715; on command, 1,974; 

I prisoners of war, 1,586; and there remained i 
present, fit for duty, 30,765. Of this num¬ 
ber, the 2ncl battalion, 88th (485) were at 
Lisbon, and the 2nd battalion, 58th, at ToiTes 
Vedras; learing about 30,000 for service; 
of which number 2,655 were cavalry. 

The Portuguese army, joined with the 


British for service in the field, at the same i 
time amounted to about 32,000 effective 
men, exclusive of the garrisons of Abrantes 
and Elvas, in each of ^vhich there were two 
regiments of infantry, one regiment of in¬ 
fantry at Cadiz, and one regiment of infan¬ 
try {24th) with general Silveira* Tlie object 
of the French general at this time was un¬ 
doubtedly to pass the Tagus; and he had 
his choice of making the attempt in a course 
of about thirty miles from Santarem to the 
Zezere, and even higlier than the junction 
of that river. It was necessary to guard 
the whole course of the riverfor which it 
is conceived that 14,000 men could not be 
deemed more than sufficient. 

The remainder of the army, about 40,000 
men, was on the right of the Tagus, opposed 
to the whole French army; and it must be 
observed, that if the enemy had been able 
to advance, either with their 50,000 men, 
or after being joined by Claparede, they 
would have been opposed by very imequal 
numbers, as some days must have elapsed 
before the troops on the left of the Tagus 
could have been brought across the river. 

The detachment which it would have 
been necessary to make, in order to efiFcct i 
any good at Badajos, or even to have been in 
safety, adverting to the mode in which the i 
Spanish troops have usually conducted them¬ 
selves, ought to have been about 13,000 
men; which numbers, it is obvious, could 
not be spalled from the army from the end , 
of Januaiy to the 19tli February, 

Beinforcements to the amount of 6,000 
or 7,000 men were daily expected, which 
afterwards amved in the beginning of March. 
It was hoped that the Spaniards would risk 
nothing, and would be able to hold out till 
these reinforcements should arrive, when it 
was intended to detach a sufiicient force to 
effect the object at Badajos, before anything 
else should be attempted against Massena. 

The delay of all measures against Mas- 
sena^s position continued to be absolutely 
necessary on account of the state of tiie 
roads and rivers in the country; even if our 
force had been deemed sufficient to attack 
him. 

The result of the battle of the 19th Feb¬ 
ruary, however, destroyed all hopes of being 
able, even when the reinforcement slioiild 
arrive, to make such a detachment from the 
army as should be able to relieve Badajos; 
more particularly as the Spaniards, having 
neglected to remove the bridge from Bada- 
jos to Elvas, the troops which should attempt 
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to relieve Batlajos had no choice leftj in re- 
spect to the mode of erossing the Gnadkaa* 

! They must have passed by the bridge of 
Badajos, ° 

It was then determined to attack Mas- 
sena as soon^ as the reinforcemeiits should 
ariivej by which time it was hoped that the 
roads and rivulets would become practicable. 
Ill the mean time the governor of Badajos 
was requested to hold out to the last moment. 
Massena^ however, retired from his position 
j on the night of the 5th March, before our 
troops, which had arrived at Lisbon on the 
I 1st March, could join the army. The Brit¬ 
ish troops were immediately put in motion 
in pursuit of the French army; those on 
I the left of the Tagus, by Abrantes and the 
Zezere; and those on the Rio Mayor river, 

I by the diflerent routes leading in the dSec¬ 
tion which the enemy had taken. 

A letter was written to general Leite, 

, the governor of Elvas, &om Santarem, on 
the ()tli, to request him to apprise the gov¬ 
ernor of Badajos of Massena^s retreat, and 
to assure him that support and relief would 
be sent to him without loss of time. This 
support was accordingly ordered to march 
on the 8th, as soon as the enemy's retreat 
was found to be decided. 

"Wlien the enemy retired, it appeared at 
first that their intention was to go by the 
road of Thomai* and Espinhal, leaving Co¬ 
imbra on their left ; and it ivas not certain 
that they had taken the high road by Pom- 
bal, till the 9th. On that morning a most 
favom^ahle report was received of the state 
of aftairs at Badajos. It appeared that the 
garrison had not suffered; that the fire of 
the place was superior to that of the enemy; 
and that one of the enemy's six battering 
guns had been dismounted by the fire of the 
place. Under these circumstances, when it 
was found on the afternoon of the 9th, that 
the enemy had collected their army in a 
strong position at Pombal, it was deemed 
expedient to order the 4th division, and 
general de Grey's brigade of cavahy (which 
had been ordered to march on the 10th to 
join the 2ud and general Plamilton's divi¬ 
sion on the left of the Tagus, as soon as the 
bridge should he laid for them), to marcli 
upon Pombal, to co-operate in the attack 
wjiich it was intended to make upon the 
enemy on the llfcb. These troops accord- 
i^^giy joined, and the enemy retired ; but 
the garrison of Badajos surrendered on the 
lOtli of March. 

The mode of the enemv^s retreat on the 
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11th, and the fact that tliey were still 
stronger than we were, and "might have 
taken up the position of Coimbra and the 
Mondego, unless IiuiTied beyond that town, 
caused the continued detention of the 4th 
division, and general de Grey's brigade of 
cavalry, till the operations of the 13 th forced 
the enemy past Coimbra, and enabled us to ’ 
communicate with that town. ; 

The troops for Badajos u^ere immediately 
put in motion to retoim to the south, but 
unfortunately we that night heard of the 
fall of that fortress on the 10th. These 
accounts were accompanied by reports of 
the enemy immediately threatening Campo ' 
Mayor; and even if it had not been desir- I 
able to prevent them from extending their i ! 
conquests on that side, the fall of Badajos * 
facilitated to such a degree their entry into I 
Portugal, and Badajos was so much nearer 
to Lisbon than the point at which we then ; 
found ourselves, that it would have been im¬ 
possible to continue the pursuit of Massena I 
even for one march, witliout providing for 
the security of our right flank, by placing a 
large corps on the Tagus. Thus, then, it ' 
was still necessary to make tliis detachment, 
notwithstanding that the original object for 
which it was destined w^aa lost. 

The pursuit of Masscua w^as continued 
with uniform success from that period till 
he had finally crossed the Agueda on the 
9th April. Our reinforcements, however, 
were not all arrived in Portugal, and those 
whieh had arrived did not join the army till 
tlie end of ilarch, Even then wc were in- i 
finitely inferior to the enemy in numbers, ' 
particularly when he approached the fron¬ 
tier, and w^as joined by Claparede's dirision 
of the 9th corps from Guarda. Our move¬ 
ments were, tl^prcfore, necessarily cramped, 
and we were obliged to proceed with caution, 
when the utmost activity would have been 
desirable. 

Let any body now advert to the difference 
of the result of Massena's invasion of Por¬ 
tugal, if the operations on the Guadiana in 
the month of January had been carried on 
as they ought; if the Spanish Regency had 
not drawu Ballasteros from Estremadura at 
the moment tliat province was attacked; if j 
his troops had not been shamefully sold in ! I 
Oliveiiga; if the battle of the 19th February I 
had not been lost, and the Spanish army I 
annihilated ; and, finally, if Badajos itself 
had not been shamefully sold to the enemy 
on the day after the governor was informed 
that relief would be sent to him. 
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As soon as the French were driven across 
the Agiieda, Almeida was invested; and it 
will be seen in a subsequent part of this 
memorandum that the enemy made an at¬ 
tempt in May to relieve the place. AVhat 
would have been the result of that attempt, 
nay more, would it ever have been made, if 
we Lad had 22,000 men in the ranks, which 
Avere at that time in Estremadura. 

If our attention had not been preferably, 
and with part of our army necessarily, ear¬ 
ned into Estremadura, in consequence of 
the events in that province, in the mouths 
of January, February, and March, what 
would have been the result of an attempt 
to obtain possession of Ciudad Eodrigo in 
May, after the fall of Almeida, by the con¬ 
centrated force and resources of the allied 
ai'my ? 

But other circumstances occurred, not yet 
adverted to in this memorandum, which 
show still more clearly the fatal effects of 
the Spanish system of military operations. 
Notwithstanding that general Ballasteros 
was weak, and that he ought never to have 
been removed from Estremadara, he held 
his ground against a French corps which 
attacked him on the 25 th of January, A 
part of the French force in Estremadura 
was consequently withdrawn from that pro¬ 
vince, and the force engaged in the siege of 
Badajos was reduced,* 

Another event occurred highly advan 
tageous ill alt its circumstances to the state 
of atfahs in Estremadara. In consequence 
of the diminution of the force before Cadiz 
in December, 1810, the British and Spanish 
authorities conceived that a fair opportunity 
offered of making an attack upon the block¬ 
ading army by the besieged. This attack 
was fixed for the 28th of February, but 
owing to contrary winds, and a variety of 
circumstances, could not take place till the 
Gth of iiarch. On that day the battle of 
Barossa was fought,- four days before the 
surrender of Badajos; and mail probability, 
if Badajos had held out one day longer, the 
enemy would not have remained to take 
possession of the place* 

Tlie troops which were detached from the 
army at Condeixa on the 14th of March, did 
not arrive at Portalcgre till the 22ad of that 
month, Campo Mayor, which had been re¬ 
gularly attacked by the enemy on the 14th, 
surrendered on the 22nd, Marshal sir W, 
Beresford, haring collected his corps, ad- 

* He had further successes in an action fought in 
the end of February, 
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vanced against the enemy, surprised them 
at Campo Mayor on the 25th, which place 
they abandoned. Their cavalry fled into 
Badajos, leaving behind them a regiment 
of infantry, and all their cannon* Unfor¬ 
tunately the excessive impetuosity of the 
troops (the 13th light dragoons in particular) 
prevented sfr W. Beresford from taking the 
advantage which he intended to take of these 
events. Some of the 13th dragoons were 
taken on the bridge, between the teie du 
pont and the gate of Badajos* 

The instructions to sir W, Beresford were 
to pass the Guadiana, as soon as he should 
have possession of Campo Mayor, and to 
blockade Badajos, till the means for attack¬ 
ing the place regularly could arrive. Un¬ 
fortunately, here again oiii’ operations were 
frustrated by the conduct of the Spaniards. 
One of the objects particularly recom¬ 
mended to their attention was to send to 
Elvas the bridge of boats that was iu 
Badajos, This had been repeatedly desired 
before, and the reasons for urging the mea¬ 
sure again were particularly stated in that 
memorandum. This was the only bridge in 
the possession of the allies; and if it had 
been afc Elvas, marshal Beresford could have 
passed the Guadiana, and have blockaded 
Badajos on the 26th of March, and in all 
probabiUty the place would have fallen into 
our hands as Campo Mayor had, or as Al¬ 
meida subsequently did, as it was at that 
time unprovided with stores or with pro¬ 
visions, As it was, he could not pass the 
Guadiana till the 4th of April, and could 
not advance till the Gth or 7tli; and in the 
intermediate time the enemy threw into the 
place all the provisions and stores which it 
required to last fill the enemy were enabled 
finally to relieve it in the middle of June, 
AVhen the French crossed the Agueda on 
the 9th of April, they left Almeida to its 
fate, and it was immediately invested and 
blockaded by our troops. The enemy re¬ 
tired beyond the Tormes, some of them 
even beyond the Douro, and abandoned 
Ciudad Rodrigo as well as Almeida. Our 
army, however, was scarcely strong enough 
to maintain the blockade of Almeida, and 
certai 111 V could not have maintained that of 
Ciudad Rodrigo, Indeed the state of the 
Agueda rendered it impossible for us to 
draw supphes across that river. 

The enemy having passed the Douro, Al¬ 
meida being invested, and matters appear¬ 
ing tolerably quiet on the frontiers of Castile, 
the head-quarters were moved on the 15th 
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of April into Alemtejo^ and amvcd at Elvas 
on the 20th* Sir W, Beresford had crossed 
the Guadiana on the 4th of Aprils and had 
blockaded both Badajos and Olivenpa* The 
garrison of the latter place having refused 
to surrender^ guns were brougiit from Elvas, 
and lieutenajit-general Cole forced the place 
to surrender on the 15th of April. 

In the mean time, sir W* Beresford ad¬ 
vanced with the second division of infantry, 
and general IlamilfeoiFs division, and the 
cavalry, as well to force the enemy to retire 
from Estremadura entirely, as to give sup¬ 
port to general Ballasteros, who hud been 
obliged to retire into that province from 
the Condado de Niebla. Marshal Beresford 
surprised the enemy^s cavalry on the 16tli 
of April, at Los Santos, and defeated them 
with considerable loss. Badajos was recon¬ 
noitred on the 22nd, and the general plan 
for the attack was fixed* But urfortunately 
the rain which had fallen in the third week 
in April swelled the Guadiana considerably; 
and the bridge which raarslial sir W. Beres¬ 
ford had constructed under Jurumeiilia, 
with great trouble and diiEculty, and after 
much delay, was swept away in the night of 
the 23rd of April* Marshal sir W. Beresford 
was consequently instructed to delay the 
operations of tlie siege till he should have 
re-established the bridge, or till the river 
should become fordable. The marshal was 
likewise instructed and authorised to fight 
a battle, in ease he should think it expe¬ 
dient, in order to save tlie siege of Badajos ; 
and these instructions applied as well to the 
corps under general Blake, which landed 
about this time at Ayamonte* 

All these arrangements being made, the 
' head-quarters were again transferred to the 
I frontiers of Castile. They quitted Elvas on 
I the 25th April, and arrived at Alameda on 
I the 28th, Intelligence had been received 
that orders had arrived from Paris, for Mas- 
sena to make an attempt to raise the block- 
' ade of Almeida; in which attempt marshal 
Bessieres was to co-operate with part of the 
army of the north. 

! The euemy^s army was collected at 

• It is a curious ciicumfitanee, and shows what good 
intelligence we had, that these accounts were re¬ 
ceived at Elvas, together with accounts of the day 
Massena was to set out from Salamanca, and our 
head-quarters arrived at Alameda in Castile on the 
day before Massena arrived at Ciudad ilodrigo, 
t The enemy never had such a superiority of num¬ 
bers opposed to the British troops as -in this action* 
They had all the infantry of the four corps which had 
been in Portugal, aud ali the cavalrv. In addition 
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Ciudad Rodrigo in the end of April, but 
the same Mi of rain whicli hud swelled the 
rivers in Estremadura, likewise swelled those 
in Castile, and they did not advance till the , 
2nd May. They attacked us at Puentes 
d^Onor on the 3rd and 5th, but could make 
DO impression upon ns, and at length retired 
on the lOtli, and the whole were across the ’ 
Agueda on that night*f 

In the middle of the night of tlic 10th, 
after the blockade was completely resumed 
in force, general Brennier, the governor of i 
Almeida, blew np the place, and made liis 
escape with his garrison across the bridge of 
Barba de Puerco* This event was to be ^ 
attributed to a variety of unfortunate eir- 1 
cumstances. | 

First, the officer commanding the queen^s 
regiment, who was close to the place, was 
not aware of tlie nature of the explosion 
which he heard, or that the garrison es¬ 
caped, and made no movement. 

Secondly, the officer commanding the 
4th regiment, who had been ordered to 
Barba de Puereo, at one o'clock on the 10th, 
when the French retired, missed his road; 
and although the distance he had to march 
was only three miles, he did not reach Barba 
de Puereo till the morning of the 11th, after 
the French had arrived there. 

Thirdly, the 8th Portuguese regiment 
had been ordered to march from its canton¬ 
ments at Jufi^a to Barba de Puereo, in case 
an explosion should be heard. These orders 
were obeyed; the regiment marched to 
Barba de Puereo, and arrived before tbe 
French, and before major-general Campbell, 
with the 4th and 36th regiments ; but find¬ 
ing nothing there but a picket of cavalry, 
and tlie com man ding officer believing that 
he had mistaken the nature of the explosion, 
returned again to his eautonments- 

The 3rd and 7th divisions were ordered 
off to Estremadura on the 13th and 14th; 
and accounts having been received on the 
15 th that Soult was about to advance from 
Seville, the head-quarters were again re¬ 
moved on the following day to Elvas, where 
they arrived on the 19t!i. Sir W. Beresford 

to which they had three fresh regiments of cavalry, 
which could not have less than 1,200 meut and 900 
cavalry of the guard. W'e had—British cavalry, 
1,331 j ditto infantry, 18,000; Portuguese cavalry, 
300; ditto iiifantryt 10,142. But wetwo divi¬ 
sions, the 5th and Otb, and general Packs brigade, 
and the Portuguese cavalry on the left, either form¬ 
ing or protecting the blockade, and these troops were 
not engaged. The enemy had about five to one of 
cavalry I and more than two to oiieof infantry engaged. 
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}jarl iovested Badajos on both sides of the 
Guadiaim on the 4'th, ancl he broke ^roiincl 
j on the 8th. He lost some men on the right 
of the river, in front of the i^"ie du pont^ on 
the first clay, and a considerable number in 
, a sortie made by the enemy oxi the 10th. 
On the 12tli, tlie marshal heard of the col¬ 
lection of a large body of troops by marshal 
' Soult, in the neighbourhood of Seville, ancl 
of their march toivards Estremadura, and he 
immediately raised the siege; and, according 
to the instructions and recommendation 
left with them, he and the Spanish gen¬ 
erals collected their troops on the Albnera 
rivulet. 

The battle of Albnera was fought on the 
16th of May, on the ground pointed out in 
those instructions. That which was most 
[ conspicuous in the battle of Albnera was 
the want of discipline of the Spaniards. 
These troops behaved with the utmost gal¬ 
lantry, but it was hopeless to think of 
moving them. In the morning the enemy 
gained an eminence which commanded the 

1 whole extent of the line of the allies, which 
i either was occupied, or was intended to be 

1 occupied, by the Spanish troops. The 

. ' natural operation would have been to re- 
1 occupy this ground by means of the Spanish 

1 troops; but that was impossible. The British 

1 1 troops were consequently moved there; and 
] all the loss sustained by those troops w^as 

1 incurred in i^egaining a height which ought 

1 1 never for a moment to have been in posses- 
, sion of the euemy,^ After the battle of 
Albuera, the enemy retired leisuicl}’^ to 
' ' Llerena and GuadalcanaL 

It was obvious, fi'om the immense supe- 
! riority of cavalry which they sliow'ed in that 

1 battle, and that, as the allies were but little 

1 superior in total strength, and had beaten 
' them with difficulty, and could derive no 
' great advantage from their success, it was 
hopeless to attack Soult in the position 
j ' wdiieh he had taken at Llerena, There was 

1 ^ nothing to prevent him from rething upon 
SeriUe, or even upon the troops engaged in 

1 tlie blockade of Cadiz, if he should have 
found himself so pressed as to render that 
measure necessary; and the arrival of rein¬ 
forcements, wliich it will appear lie had 
reason to expect, would have placed in a 
* This is stated, because it has been matter of dis¬ 
pute whether the Spauiardg had or bad not occupied 
the height before the French were on it. They were 
certainly ordered to occupy the ground, and their 
pickets were on it; but it is not dear that they had 
occupied it in sufficient strength before the Fiench 
troops were on it. 

1 « 

1 

1 State of risk the troops which would have 
obliged him to take this step. But this 
reasoniug supposes that Soult would have 
considered himself under the necessity of 
retiring from the strong position of Llerena 
and Guadalcanal, in consequence of the 
measures which we might have adopted in 
Estremadura in the end of May. I believe 
there is no foundation for this hypothesis. 

The allied troops, wliich were sent from 
the frontiers of Castile, and arrived at Campo 
Mayor on the 23rd and S4th May, were 
rather more than equal to the loss sustained 
in the battle of Albnera, and in the first 
siege of Badajos. It had been obvious in 
the battle of Albnera, that we could not 
reckon upon the Spaniards in any affair of 
manoeuvre, and therefore that we could not 
rely upon them in such an operation as the 
attack of Soult^s army in the positions of 
Guadalcanal and Llerena. 

But the effect of these operations, even if 
well executed, could only be to force Soult 
to fall back for a timej and here the ques¬ 
tion arose whether it was worth while to 
attempt it. It was known that Drouet had 
marched with 17 or 19 battalions of the 9th 
corps, belonging to the array of Portugal, 
from Salamanca, on the 16th or 17th May, 
destined for a reinforcement to Soult; and 
it was calculated that these battalions womd 
join Soult on or about the 8th June. 

Under these circumstances, it was deemed 
better not to lose the time between the 25th 
May and the 8th June, by an attempt to 
attack Soult, which appeared hopeless ^ and 
to take advantage of our superiority in the 
battle of Albnera, and in the early arrival 
of our reinforcements, to make a vigorous 
attack upon Badajos. Accordingly, the 
place was ri^invested on the 25th May, and 
the fire was opened on the 2nd June, 

There appeared every ground for belief 
that we should have been able to obtain 
possession of the place befoi'e the day on 
wliich it was possible that Soult could ad¬ 
vance for its relief. It is certain that its 
possession depended upon the possession of 
the outwork of San Christoval, wliich com¬ 
manded the point of attack in the castle. 
This outwork was deemed to be in a state 
to be taken by storm on the fith, and again 
on the 9th. Both attempts failed; and the 
question whether Badajos could be taken or 
not in the time which remained, daring 
which the allied army could be applied to 
that operation, came to be one of means, 
upon which we were decidedly of opinion 
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that had it not in our power to take the 
place; and therefore wc raised the siege on 
tlie ] Othj although we continued the block¬ 
ade till the 17th,^ 

While the operations of the second siege 
of Badajos were going on, accounts were 
received that marshal Marmont was about 
to move from Salamanca into Estremadura^ 
in order to aid Soult in his operations for 
the relief of Badajos* The first movements 
of the army were upon Ciudad Rodrigo, 
into which place Marmont introduced a 
convoy on the 6th June, Lieut*-general sir 
B- Spencer retired across the Coa; and 
Marmont then turned about, and marched 
through the Puerto de Banos to Plasencia, 
Lient*-general sir B, Spencer made a cor¬ 
responding movement on Gastello Branco, 
at which place he received intelligence of 
the enemy having had posts on the Alagon, 
and the cavalry in Coria, and some doubts 
were entertained of their intention to cross 
the Tagus. The head of their army, how¬ 
ever, crossed that river on the 13th, and 
arrived at Truxillo on the 13th; and the 
advanced guard was at Merida, and in com¬ 
munication with Soult, on the 15 th, 

Soult had broken up from Llerena and 
Guadalcanal on the 12th, as soon as he was 
joined by Drouet; and he moved upon 
Zafra, and his advanced guard to Los San¬ 
tos, on the 13til. The allied army were 
immediately concentrated upon Albuera, 
with the exception of the 3rd and 7th divi- 
siona, which kept the blockade of Badajos. 
But the accounts of the arrival at TruxiUo 
of the advanced guard of the army of Por¬ 
tugal having arrived at Albuera, and Soultt 
having made a movement from Zafra on 
Almendraiejo, Imving thus shewn that he 
knew of the ariival of that army, it was 
deemed expedient to retire across the Gua- 
diana. 

As far as we could form a judgment, the 
French had at that time assembled in Estre- 
madura 60,000 men, of which 7,000 were 
cavalry. The British army consisted of:— 
cavalry, 1,671 ; infantry, 11,812. The Por¬ 
tuguese’—^eavalry, 900; infantry, 13,885, and 
general Blake had about 8,000 men. 

• I believe the failure in the attack upon San 
Cliristoval is, like many other evenlSt to be attributed 
to the want of experience in the Prltish army. 
First, the battery to breach the w^ail ought to have 
been placed on the crest of the glacis. Secondly, if 
it was not, care ought to have been taken from the 
commencement to prevent the enemy from clearing 
the rubbish while the fire was continued upon the 
wall, 
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The head of sir B* Spencer^s column did i 
not join till the 20th, tlie 5th division not | 
till the 24th. The strength of the whole 
army,t when collected together, was, Brit¬ 
ish infantry, 25,123; Portuguese infantry, 
18,926; British cavalry, 3,197; Portuguese 
cavalry, 1,200* 

It w^ould have been impossihle for the 
allies to maintain the blockade of Badajos 
with the strength which they could produce 
against that of the enemy, in tlie days which 
intervened between the 17th and 24th of , 
June; nor could the allies pretend to attack | 
the enemy inEstremadura, composed as they ' 
were, being, after all, even including the i 
Spaniards and sir B* Spencer, inferior in 
numbers, particularly of cavalry, and very 
inferior in composition. 

These circumstances were stated in a con¬ 
ference with general Blake on the 14th 
June, at Albuera, and in a previous letter 
to him; and he was urged either to co¬ 
operate witli the allied British and Portu¬ 
guese army; or, haying crossed the Guadiana 
at JuruTuenha, to move down the right bank, 
and to cross that river at Mertola, and to 
endeavour to obtain ])ossession of Seville, 
while the enemy^s attention should be drawn 
to ns on the frontier of Alemtejo. General 
Blake preferred the last operation, and he 
recrossed the Guadiana on the 32nd June. 

But, instead of moving at 'once upon 
Seville, he attempted to obtain possession 
of Niehla on the 30th June, where the 
enemy had only 300 men, in which attempt 
he fmled; and Soult having, towards the i 
end of the month of June, discovered general | 
Blake's movement, and detached a body of 
troops into Andalusia, general Blake em¬ 
barked at Ayamonte on the Gth July. While 
this was going on, the allied British and 
Portuguese army took a position on the 19th 
June between Elvas and Campo Mayor. 
The particular object in taking this position 
was to protect those places, and to insure 
the arrival into them of the convoys of pro¬ 
visions and stores destined for their suj>ply* 
The enemy reconnoitred the position of the 
army on the 23nd June, but they never 
showed any inclination to attack it. 

f Soult brought to Zufra little more than his ad¬ 
vanced guard and cavalry. The main body nf the 
army marched direct from Llerena upon Almaadra- 
lejo and Merida* 

J This account includes the 5tfa division, and Ear- 
bacena’s brigade of Portuguese cavalry, which did 
not arrive at Portalegre till the 24ih of June, The 
5th division consisted of about 5,000 men. In this 
account the artillery is not included. 

































DUKE OE WELLINGTON, [memoeandum of orEii.4TioNg. 


A,D. 181L] 

; The armies remaincfl opposite to each 
I other till the 14th Jiily^ when Marmont 
; retired across the Tagas, and cantoned his 
array about Plasencia, &c,, and along the 
Tagus to Taiavera; and Drouet removed 
j the 6th corps to Zafra, Before these troops 
j separated, the allies were certainly stronger 
' than the enemy, in infantry; the enemy 
' were strongest in cavalry; but the attack of 
I the enemy would have answered no purpose, 
i I excepting to oblige thera to retire from 
1 Estremadura, That object was likely to be 
accomplislied without incurring the risk of 
an attack with inferior numbers of cavalry, 
and without exposing the troops to the 
inconvenience of making long marches in 
Estremadura in that season* ^ 

The enemy liaving retired from Estrema¬ 
dura, the question regarding the future 
operations of the army was maturely con¬ 
sidered, and it was determined to remove the 
seat of the war to the frontiers of Castile* 
The grounds of that decision were,— 

First, that in that season we could not 
venture to undertake any thing against 
Badajos* 

' Secondly, that we were not strong enough 
I to venture into Andalusia. 

I Thirdly, that from all the information I 
had received, the strength of the northern 
j army was less than that of the south; and 
I j that the army of Portugal, which was destined 
I to oppose us in whatever point we should 
I , direct our operations, w'as not likely to be 
j i 30 strongly supported in the north as in the 
I south. 

' j In this supposition I was mistaken. The 
j ' army of the north, even before the reinforce- 
I ' ments nrrired, was stronger tJmn that in the 
south; but it must be observed that there 
j is nothmg so difEcult as to obtain infornia- 
I I tiou of the enemy^s numbers in Spain. 
Inhere is but little communication between 
one town and another; and although the 
j I most minute account of numbers Tvhich have 
passed through one town can always be 
I obtained, no information can bo obtained 

! of what is passing in the next. To this add, 

1 that the disposition of the Spaniards natnr- 
I ally leads them to exaggerate the strength 
I and success of themselves and their friends^ 
and to despise that of the enemy, and it will 
not be matter of surprise that we should so 
often have been misinformed regarding the 
enemy^s nurabers. 

The first intention was to remain in the 
cantonments of the Alemtejo, wliich had 
been taken up as soon as Marmont hud 


retired, till the train and stores should have 
been brought np from Oporto, to make the 
attack upon Ciudad Bodrigo. The march 
of the troops would consequently not have 
taken place till the beginning of September. 
The movement was made in the end of July 
and beginning of August, for the following , 
reasons. 

In the end of July it was discovered, 
that notivithstanding marshal Bessieres had 
evacuated the Asturias and Astorga when 
Marmont moved into Estremadura in the 
beginning of July, and thereby increased 
the disposable force under bis com maud, 
Don Julian had been so successful in the 
blockade of Ciudad Bodrigo, that up to that 
moment the enemy had not been able to 
keep open any communication with the 
place, or to supply it at ail with provisions. 

A return of the supplies in the place, 
when it was left by ISTarmont in the be¬ 
ginning of June, had likewise been inter¬ 
cepted, from which it appeared that the 
provisions would be exhausted by the 20 th 
August. It was therefore determined to ’ 
send the army across the Tagus immedi¬ 
ately, and to blockade Ciudad Rodrigo, if it 
should not have been supplied; and if it 
should, to canton the army in Lower Beira, ' 
till the train and stores should have arrived. 
We did not receive intelligence that the 
place had been supplied till we went so 
forward as to disclose onr design against the 
place. But tliere were two other reasons 
for taking np cantonments for tlie summer 
in Castile rather than in Lower Beira; one ' 
was, that in Castile we could procure sup¬ 
plies of pi^ovisions, which we much wanted, 
and we could procure none in Beira; the 
other was, that by threatening Ciudad Hod- 
rigo, we were likely to relieve Galicia, and ; 
General Abadia^s army, from the attack 
with which both were threatened by the 
army of the north* 

We accordingly made the blockade of 
Ciudad Rodrigo in the first week in August, 
and continued it from that time forward. 
The train for the siege would have ai'rived 
at Almeida in the first week of September, 
But before that period, accounts were re¬ 
ceived of the arrival in Spain of the enemy^s 
reinforcements. It was also discovered, by j 
an intercepted return of the army of the 
north, that they were much stronger than 
they had been supposed in July, when the 
plan was determined upon to make the siege 
of Ciudad Rodiigo. Under these circum¬ 
stances, and as Almeida was not in a state 
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to give security to tlie lieavy train and its 

storesj it was determinecl not to bring tlie 
equipraent forwarrl, and to confine otir efforts 
! to the blockade of Ciudad Rodrigo. 

1 Ill the thnd week of September, tlie 

enemy collected the whole army of the north, 
(with the exception of Bonet^s division, 
whicli obscivcd Abadia^s niovementa on the 
side of Galicia,) and two divisions from Na¬ 
varre, which had recently come from Cala¬ 
bria, and five divisions, and -*11 the cavalry 
of the army of Portugal, to escort a convoy 
to Ciudad Rodrigo* They had -not less than 
60,000 men,^ of which more titan 6,000 
were cavalry, to which we could oppose 
about 40,000. If we !iad fought a battle to 
maintain a blockade of Ciudad Rodrigo, we 
must have had the river Agneda, and the 
place in our rear; and if defeated, a retreat , 
was impossible* 

Although we did not fight a battle to pro¬ 
tect the blockade of Ciudad Rodrigo, the 
army was assembled on the left of the Agneda, 
and a partial engagement, higlily honourable 
to the troops, was fought at El Bodon on 

1 26tli September. The object of taking a 

1 position so near to the enemy was to force 
them to show their army. This was an 
object, because the people of the country, 
as usual, believed and reported that the 
enemy were not so strong as we knew them 
to be; and if they had not seen the enemy^s 
■ strength, they would have entertained a very 
unfavourable opinion of the Britisli army, 
wliich it was desirable to avoid. This object 

1 ivas accomplished hj the operations at the 
close of September. 

Althougli tlie removal of the army from 
the Alemtejo did not accomplish all the 
objects whicli were in view when the move¬ 
ment w'as made, it had the effect of obliging 
the enemy to collect their whole force for 
the relief of Ciudad Rodrigo, and to aban¬ 
don all their other operations and objects.t 
The army of the north were obliged to dis- 

* Besides these 60,000 men, general Foy was at 
PInseneia with one division of the army of Portugal, 
and Home troops of the army of the centre, witii 
wliich he co-operated with Mai-mont, and actually 
ascended the mountains by the Pass of Perales and i 
Poyo on our right. The 2nd and general Hamiltoifa 
divisions of infantry, and the 2nd division of cavalrj^ : 
have alwaj^s been in the Alemtejo, with the exception 
of general De Grey’s brigade of the latter, while it 
con tin lied on the strength of that division pf cavalry* 

1 t There is nothing more comical than the lies 
publislied in tlie Ilouiteur about the expedition to 
relieve Ciudad Rodrigo, excepting that our news¬ 
papers do not notice them. It is not possible that 

1 thither Marmont orJ^orsenne could have written such 
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continue their operations against Abadia, 
and still further, to call to their assistance 1 
two divisions which had recently arrived ' 
from Calabria, and were employed in Navarre ^ 
against the guerilla Mina. Minays success ' 
in Navarre has consequently been extraor¬ 
dinary, and his numbers have rapidly in- 
creased. ^ 

After the operations for tlic relief of Ciudad ! 
Rodrigo, it was determined to persevere in 
the same system till the enemy should make 
some alteration in the disposition of their 
force, and to continue to threaten Ciudad 
Rodrigo with an attack, in order to keep a 
large force of the enemy employed to ob¬ 
serve our operations, and to prevent them 
fi’om undertaking any operation elsewhere. 

To this system we were forced, not less by 
the relative force of the two armies, than by 
the extraordinary sickness of our own troops. 
All the soldiers who had recently arrived 
from England, and all those who had been 
in Walcheren, and vast numbers of officers, 
were attacked by fever, not of a veiy \dolent 
description, but they were rendered unable 
to perform any duty, and those who recov¬ 
ered relapsed upon making any exertions. 
Even if an opportunity had offered, there¬ 
fore, for undertaking any thing on this side, 
the unfortunate state of the army would 
have prevented it. 

It would not have answered to remove 
the army to the frontiers of Estremadura, 
wliere a chance of effecting some important 
object might have offered; as in that case 
general Abadia would have been left to him¬ 
self, and would have fallen an easy sacrifice 
to the army of the north* We availed our- 
selyes of the opportunity which offered of 
strildng a blow against Girard in Estreraa- 
dura, by which the country between the 
Tagua and the Guadiana was relieved from , 
the enemy. 

But little notice has been taken in this ; 
memorandum of the operations of the Span- i 

nonsense as has appeared with their names affixed to 
it. They say that they heard of our approach to the ! 
Coa in the beginning of September j Tve approached | 
the Coa on tlic Gth of August, and they knew it at 
Salamanca on the 14th* They then say, tliat in eon- ' 
se(^ence of thi^ knowledge, acquired in the beginning 
of Se]y ember, Borsenne attacked Galicia j he attacked 
Abadia in Galicia on the 2othof August. Marmont 
then took four guns on the 2oth of September j but 
he forgets to say that we retook the onlv two which 
he had taken for a moment The comical part of that 
story that major Gordon^ who was in the Frejich 

head-aiiartors on the 26tb, offered to lay a wager that 
the Aiatitimr would mention that the guns had been 
taken, but would omit the sequel of the story. 
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I ‘ _ _ 

iards, Ti^ich, having been coiifioed prin- 
i I cipally to the eastern coast of the Peniusulaj 
I have been but little mfluenced by those on 
the western side, Tortcjsa was surrendered 
I by treachery on the 2iid Jaiiuaryj as Lerkla 
I had been but a short lime before* The 
troops under Suchet then prepai'ed to attack 
Tarragona, which place was taken by storm 
! on the 28th June, 

I In the course of the winter it had ap- 
I peared^ by an mtcrcepted letter^ to be Soult's 
intention to attack Carthagena, in order to 
be prepared to attack Valencia ouboth sides 
in concert with Suchet. He attempted to 
carry this iutention into execution in the 
month of July, after he had obliged general 
Blake to embark at Ayamonte* General 
I Blake, however, went with his army by sea 
to the coast of Jlurcia, and landed it there 
in August, while Soult moved in that direc- ' 
tion by Granada. It appears that general 
Blake quitted the army as soon as it bad 
formed a junction with the army of Marcia, 
called the third army, and he proceeded to 
Valencia, leaving general Freire in the 
command of the troops in Murcia. The 
French advanced from Granada, but the 
, Spaniards did not retreat in time, and their 
I loss was very great. They had time, how* 
ever, to re-asscmhle their dispersed divisions, 
and the people in Murcia took arms; and 
partly on this account, partly on account of 
i the prevalence of the yellow fever at Car* 
tliagena, and throughout Murcia, and partly 
' because the movement of the allied British 
and Portuguese army upon Ciudad Bodrigo 
rendered necessary a concentration of the 
French forces in the Peninsula, Sonlt re- 
tiii'ned to the westward, and arrived at 
Seville on the 17tli September. 

In the mean time, Sachet, haring been 
joined by reinforcements from France, and 
I having dispersed the troops which general 
Lacy had attempted to collect in Catalonia, 
penetrated into the kingdom of Valencia. 

, General Blake had been since August pre^ 

I paring for the defence of that city, and lie 
I collected there tlie army of Valencia, and 
others from Aragon and Catalonia; and 
latterly, general Alahy marched from Murcia 
to join him with the troops which general 
Blake had brought from Cadiz, and a part 
of tlie 3rd army, ie. that of Murcia* 
Suchet having gained possession of Orapesa, 
commenced an attack on the castle of Sa- 
guntiim on the 29th of September. He 
made several attempts to obtain possession 
of tlie castie by storm, in all of which he 


failed; and at last, having brou^it up a few 
heavy guns, he broke ground regularly be¬ 
fore the place, and made a breach in its 
wall. He made several attempts to cany 
the breach by stoi'm, in all of winch he 
tailed* 

As soon as general Blake n as joined at 
Valencia by the troops from Murcia, under * 
general Mahy, he moved out from Valencia 
on the 34th of October, and on the 25th 
attacked Suchet, and was defeated, with 
the loss of some prisoners and eight pieces 
of cannon. The French immediately sum* 
moned the garrison of Saguntuni to sur* 
render, which they did, upon capitulation. 
Suchet advanced upon Valencia, and it is 
understood that he opened his fire upon a 
part of the intrenched position occupied by 
Blake in front of the town, on the 25th of 
November. It is likewise stated, that on 
the 2nd of December, there w-as a severe 
action at Valencia, in which the French 
suffered considerably. 

These circumstances, and the movement 
of Marmont^s army towards Toledo, as is 
supposed, to aid Suchet, have induced us to 
make preparations for the siege of Ciudad 
Eoclrigo. By these measures we shall bring 
Alarmont back, and probably oblige the 
army of the north to i^-assemble. 

Since Suchet has been in Valencia, the 
guerillas have been very active and enter¬ 
prising in Ai'agon and Navarre. Mina de¬ 
feated a detachment of 1,100 men, sent 
against him, only three of whom escaped; 
and besides other advantages of smidl amount, 
he and the Empeciuado, and Duran, having 
joined, it is reported that they had taken 
the garrison of Daroca, consisting of 2,400 
men, 

Wlien general Blake emharked on the 
6th July from the mouth of the Guadiana, 
he left there general Ballasteros with a divi¬ 
sion of troops, which likewise embarked, 
and went to the Sierra de Honda on the 
24th August. He has been very successful 
against the French by his light operations 
in rear of the army, blockading Cadiz; and 
he has always a secure retreat open upon 
Gibraltar* In order to aid general Balias* 
teros, and to give additional security to 
Tai'ifa, Colonel Skerrett, with about 1,200 
men, was detached thither from Cadiz on 
the 10th October* By this measure the 
French were obliged to retire from San 
Boque on tbe night of the 21st October, in 
which position they had kept Ballasteros 
blockaded under the guns of Gibraltar j and 
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^ 1 

Ballasteros did them much mischief in their 
retreatj and in a subsequent attack which he 
made upon one of their detachments at 
Bornos. He was afterwards again obliged 
to retire in the end of November, under 
protection of the guns of Gibraltar; and 
colonel Skerret, and the Spanish general 
CoponSj to Tarifa* The object of the French 
on this occasion was to attack TarLfa, while 
they should keep Ballasteros blockaded. 
But they had commenced to retire on the 
12 th December, 

From this memorandum it will be seen, 
that if the Spaniards had behaved with 
common prudence, or if their conduct had 
been even tolerably good, the result of 
Massena^s campaign in Portugal must 
have been the relief of the south of the 
Peninsula.'^ 

- - - ——- ■ 

We had to contend with the consequences 
of tlie faults of some, the treachery of ot]iei*s, 
and the folly and vanity of alb Biit aUhough 
our success has not; been what it might and 
ought, we have at least lost no ground, and 
with a handful of British troops fit for ser¬ 
vice, we have kept the enemy in check in all 
quarters since the montli of hlarch. Till 
now they have gained nothing, and have 1 
made no progress on any side. It is to be 
apprehended that they will succeed in Va¬ 
lencia; but I believe there is no man who 
knows the state of affairs in that province, 
and has read Suchet^s account of liis action 
with Blake on the 25th October, who does 
not believe that, if Blake had not fought 
that action, Valencia would have been safe< 
Are the English ministers and generals 
responsible for the blunders of Blake ? 

THE FOURTH SPANISH CASIPAIGN. 

A.D. 1812. 

THE SIEGE OF Cl 

The English general having collected his 
battering train and siege stores at Almeida, 
and the gabions and fascines necessary for 
the siege having been prepared by the 
troops while in their cantonments, the 6th 
of January, 1812, was fixed for the invest¬ 
ment of Ciudad llodrigo ; and the trestle 
bridge prepared by major Sturgeon, at 
Almeida, for crossing the Agueda, was laid 
down at the ford of Salicis; but the weather 
continuing very inclement, the intrench- 
ment did not take place till the 8th, 

As the weather was excessively cold, snow 
and sleet having fallen during several days 
preceding; and as no camp equipage was 
with the army, or cover of any kind to be 
found in the vicinity of the town {which 
stands on a height, overhanging the north¬ 
ern banks of the Agueda) or its immediate 
neighbonrhood, the duties of the siege were 
undertaken by the light, third, and fourth 
divisions alternately, each remaining twenty- 
four hours in the trenches, and furnishing the 
guards and working parties for that period. 
At nine clock of the evening of the 8th, 
colonel Colboume, with three companies of 
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the 53iitl, stormed the redoubt on the upper 
Teson, a hill overlooking the town, and 
distant about 600 yards from the ramparts. 
On the night of the following day, the first 
parallel was established, and the batteries 
traced out; and on the 13th, the convent 
of Santa Cruz having been carried by esca¬ 
lade, a lodgment was made in the snbnrbs, 
and a commanicatiou established by the 
flying sap. At noon of the 14th, during 
the interchange of the tour of duty by the 
divisions, as the workmen of the third divi- 
sion to be relieved, withdrew fi-om the 
trenches, to meet the advance of the reliev¬ 
ing division, a sortie was made fi-om the 
garrison, for the purpose of destroying the 
parallels, and spiking the guns in battery ; 
hut the oflScer of engineers on duty collect¬ 
ing a few of the workmen, and the relieving 
division approaching at the same moment, 
the enemy retreated into the town. 

On the night of the 14th, the fortified 
convent of San Francisco was escaladcd by 
the 14th regiment. On the 19th, two 
breaches being established—the width of 
the one being 100 feet, and that of the 
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other 30 feet—and lord Wellington receiv¬ 
ing intelligence that Marmont was advancing 
to the relief of the place, reconnoitred the 
breaches, and deeming them practicable, 
ordered an assault to be made at 7 clock 
of the evening of that day. Seated on the 
reverse of one of the advanced approaches, 
he wrote the orders for the assault. To the 
light and third divisions, whose tour of duty 
in the trenches had now come round, that 
duty was assigned. To carry the main, or 
great breach, was the duty of the third, 
under Picton; that of the lesser breach, was 
assigned to the light division, under Crau- 
• The precise order of the assault was:—** The 
attack on Ciudad Kodri^o must be made this evening 
at seven o’clock. The light infantry compant^ of the 
83rd regiment will join lieutenant-colonel O’Toole at 
sunset. Lieutenant-colonel OTooIe, with the 2nd 
ca^ ad ores and the light company of the 83rd regi¬ 
ment, will, ten minutes before seven, cross the Ague da 
by the bridge, and make an attack upon the outwork 
in front of the castle. The object of this attack is to 
drive the artillery-men from two guns in that out- 
work, which bear upon the entrance into the ditch, 

I at the junction of the counterscaqj -with the main 
wall of the place i if lieutenant-colonel O’Toole can 
' get into the outwork, it would be desirable to destroy 
these guns. Major Sturgeon 'will show lieutenant^ 

I colonel O’Toole his point of attack. Six ladders, 

I twelve feet long each, will be sent firom the engineer 
I park to the old French guard-room, at the mill on 
the Agueda, for the use of tins detachment Tlie 
5th regiment will attack the entrance of the ditch, 
at the point above referred to \ major Sturgeon will 
likewise show them the point of attack; they must 
issue from the right of the convent of Santa Cmz ; 
they must have twelve axes to cut down the gate by 
which the ditch is entered, at the junction of the 
counterscarp with the body of the place. The 6tli 
regiment are also to have twelve scaling laddei's, 
twenty-five feet long, and immediately on entering 
the ditch, are to scale the fausse-braie, in order to 
clear it of the enemy's posts on their left, towards 
the principal breach! The 77th regiment are to be 
I in reserve, on the right of the convent of Santa Cruz, i 
I to support the first party, which will have entered the 
ditch. The ditch must besides be entered on the 
right of the breach by two column^ to be formed on 
I the left of the convent of Santa Cruz, each to consist 
of fii’e companies of the 94th regiment Each column 
I must have three ladders twelve feet long, by w’hich 
they are to descend into the ditch, and they are to 
have ten axes to cut down any palisades which may" 
be placed in the ditch to impede the communication 
^ along it, Ihc detachment of the 94th regiment, 
j when descended into the ditch, is to turn to its left 
' to the main breach, The 5th regiment will issue 
from the convent of Santa Cruz ten minutes before 
I seven. At the same time a party consisting of 180 
j sappers, carrring bags containing hay, will move out 
of tne second parallel, covered by the fire of the 83rd 
regiment, formed in the second parallel, upon the 
works of the place, which bags are to be thrown into 
the ditch, so as to enable the troops to descend the 
sounterscarp to the attack of the breach i they are 
to be followed immediately" by the storming party of 
the great breach, irhich is to consist of the troops of 
VOL. I. 2 L 


furd. To the Portuguese brigade^ under gen¬ 
eral Pack, was assigned the duty of making 
a diversion, or false attack, on the outwork 
of San JagOj and the convent of Caridade, 
on the northern face of the works,* 

As the cathedral bell tolled seven o'clock, ' 
the moon at tlie same moment rising, bottx 
divisions moved siraultaneonsly to the points 
of attack, each preceded by its respective 
forlorn hope and stormers, and the sappers 
carrying the ladders and bags filled with 
hay. The forlorn hope of the third division 
was led by lieutenant Mackie, of the 88tii; 
and its storming party, consisting of the 
major-general M-Kiunon’s brigade. ^lajor-gcacral 
AFKinnon’s brigade is to be formed in' the first 
parallel, ready to move up to the breach immediately" 
in rear of the sappers with bags. The storming-party 
of the great breach must be provided with six scaling 
ladders twelve feet each long, and with ten axes. 
The ditch must likewise he entered by a column on 
the left of the great breach, consisting of three com¬ 
panies of the 95th regiment, w'hich are to issue from 
the right of the convent of St. Francisco. This 
column will be provided with three ladders, twelve 
feet long, with which they are to descend into the 
ditch, at a point w hich will be pointed out to them 
by lieutenant Wright: on descending into the ditch, 
they are to turn to their right, and to proceed 
towards the main breach. Another column, consist¬ 
ing of major-general Vandeleur’s brigade, wUl issue 
out from tile left of the convent of St. Francisco, aiid 
are to attack the breach to the left of the main 
breach ; this column must have twelve ladders, each | 
twelve feet long, with which tliey are to descend into 
the ditch, at a point which will be shown them by , 
captain Ellicotnbe, On arriving in the ditch, they 
are to turn to the left, to storm the breach in Uie 
fausse-braie on the left of the small ravelin, and 
thence to the breach in the tower of the body of the | 
place I as soon as this body will have reached lhe 
top of the breach in the fausse-braie wall, a detacli- 
ment of five companies are to be sent to the right, 
to cover the attack of major-general MTvhmon's bri¬ 
gade by the principal breach; and as soon as they 
have reached the top of the tower, tlmy are to turn 
to their right, and communicate with the rampart of 
the main breach j as soon as this communication can 
be established, endeavour should be made to open 
the gate of Kalamanca, The Portuguese brigade in ' 
the 3rd division, will be formed in the communica¬ 
tion to the first parallel, and behind the hill of St. 
Francisco (Upper Teson), and will move up to the 
entrance of the second parallel, ready to support 
major-general McKinnon's brigade. Colonel Bar¬ 
nard’s brigade will be formed behind the convent of 
St. Francisco, ready to support major-general Van- 
deleuj’s brigade: all these columns will have de¬ 
tached parties especially appointed to keep up a fire 
on the defences during these operations. The men 
ladders, and axvs, and bags, must not have their 
arms; those who are to storm must not fire. Briga¬ 
dier-general Pack, with hb brigade, will make a 
false attack upon the outwork of ihc gateof Sl Jago, 
and upon the w-orks towards La Caridade. The dif¬ 
ferent regiments and brigades to receive ladders, are 
to send parties to the engineers’ depot to receive 
them, three men for each ladder. ** WELIDfGTON.” 
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' light companies of the division, by major 
Manners, of the 74th. Lieutenant Garwood 
led the forlorn hope of the light division, 

' and major Napier the 300 volunteers, con¬ 
stituting the stortners of that division. The 
' supporting columns of each division followed 
close.* 

1 As soon as the sappers had thrown the 
bags into the ditch, so as to reduce its 
depth from fourteen feet to eight feet, the 
forlorn hope and stormers of the third divi¬ 
sion jumped down amidst a crash of shells 
and combustibles wliich garnished, or had 
been spread over the base and the summit 
of the breach. Undismayed by the terrific 
sight and sound, the assailants rushed for¬ 
ward to the breach; and at the same mo¬ 
ment every gun upon the ramparts that 
could bear upon the spot, opened a concen¬ 
tric fire with one tremendous roar. 

1 A battalion of the 5th, under major Hidge, 
and a wing of the 94th, under colonel Camp¬ 
bell, which had been directed to move for¬ 
ward for the purpose of clearing away any 
obstacle that might interrupt the advance 
of the main storming party, descending the 
counterscarp by ropes, and gaining the 
breach unobsen^ed, rushed op, and cutting 
down the artillery-men, impetuously carried 
everything before them, notwithstanding the 
diflicnlties sustained by the explosion of 
bombs and grenades rolled down upon them 
from the summit of the breach, and of the 
bags of powder deposited among the slopes 
of its ruins, and the destructive force of tlie 
grape from tlie two guns planted on the sum¬ 
mit. So rapid had been their movements, that 
when they appeared on the top of the breacli, 
they were fired at by their countrymen out¬ 
side tlic walls, from the supposition that 
they were the enemy defending the breach. 

1 At this moment, Mackimion^s brigade, con¬ 
sisting of the 45th, 74th, and SSth, ap¬ 
peared. The enemy now being driven from 

* The following extract fi om the Memmki;e 7 ices of 
a SuhalterUtBhovf^ the cool bravery with which the sol¬ 
diers prepared for the attack:— “ Our comm an ding 
officer announcing to m that our division was directed 
to carry the grand breach, the soldiers listened to the 
eonimunication with silent earnestness, and immedi¬ 
ately began to disencumber themselves of their kirniJ- 
sacks, which were placed in order by companies, and a 
guard set over them; each man then began to arrange 
himself for the combat, in such manner as his fancy 
or the moment would admit of; some by lowering 
their cartridge boxes, others by turning theirs to the 
fronts in order that they might the more conveniently 
make use of them ; others nnelasping their stocks, or 
opening their shirt collars, and others oiling their 
bayonets j then again, others screwing in flints, to 
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the opening, retired behind the retrench¬ 
ment, which isolated the breach, and cut it 
oflT from the rampart by a perpendicular 
descent of sixteen feet, and defended by 
traverses thrown up on each side of the re¬ 
trenchment Here, and from the neigh¬ 
bouring houses, the foe plied the assailants 
with an enfilade musketiy fire of terrible 
rapidity and destruction. But the third 
division maintained the terrible struggle 
with desperate resolution. At the moment 
that both sides of the retrenchment were 
turned, tlie stoiuners of the light dirision 
having carried the lesser breach, which was 
not intrenched, at the point of the bayonet, 
and Pack's brigade having converted its 
false attack into a real one, a shout of vic¬ 
tory was raised by the 43rd and 95th regi¬ 
ments, who, rushing along the ramparts to 
the right and left, appeared in sight. The 
garrison thus threatened in its rear, and the 
fianks of the retrenchment of the great breach 
being at the same moment carried by the 
third division, fled ia confusion; concealing 
tliemselves in the houses, and supplicating 
that mercy to which, by the laws of w^ar, 
they had forfeited all title, but which was 
nobly granted them by their generous con¬ 
querors. The fortress was now won; and 
the garrison, consisting of 80 officers and 
1,700 men, w^as surrendered by the governor. ‘ 
A scene of wild disorder ensued. The 
victors, preceded by Spaniards as guides to 
conduct them to the species of plunder they 
most coveted, committed much excess dur¬ 
ing the night. Next morning, a part of 
the covering force being marched into the 
town, the victors were marched out; and 
never could masquerade, in point of costume 
and grotesque figures, rival the marauding 
characters. Hams, loaves, and joints of 
meat garnished the bayonets of some regi¬ 
ments ; cinctures of eighteen or twenty 
pairs of shoes encircled the waists of some 

make assurance doubly sure j and more taking leave 
of their wives and children. This last was an affect- 
ing eight, but not so much so as might be expected, 
because the women, from long h^it, were accus¬ 
tomed to scenes of danger, and the order for their 
husbands to march against the enemy was in their 
eyes tantainount to a victory; and as the soldier 
seldom returned without plunder of some sort, the 
painful suspense which his absence caused was made 
up by the gaiety which his return was certain to be 
jiroduclive of; or, if unfortunately he happened to 
tall, his place was sure to be supplied by some one of 
the company to which be belonged, so that the women 
of our army had little cause of alarm on that head. 

The worst that could happen to them was the chance 
of being in a state of widowhood for a w'eek 3” 
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soldiers; half-a-dozen silk or satin gowns 
often surmounted the tattered uniform of 
others, While marching out to our can¬ 

tonments/^ says the lively author of the 
Adventures in tke Rijle Rriffadef “ lord Wel¬ 
lington entering the city gate as we passed 
through itj inquired of the oflBcer of the lead¬ 
ing company what regiment it was; for there 
was scarcely a vestige of uniform among the 
men ; some of them being dressed in French- 
men^s coats; some in white breeches and 
huge jack boots; some with cocked liats 
and queues; most of their swords were feed 
in their rifles^ and stuck full of hams, 
tongues, and loaves of bread; and not a 
few carrying bird-cages. There never was a 
better masked corps/' 

Thus was Ciudad Eodrigo, which had 
baffled, for twenty-five days, all the efforts 
of Massena iu the summer season, and 
occupied by but a weak garrison, reduced 
by lord Wellington, in the depth of winter, 
in eleven days; but the prize, as time did 
not allow the observance of the regular siege 
process of the reduction of the counterscarp, 
being pressed by the advance of the enemy 
in strength for the relief of the place, had 
been won at the cost of near 1,100 men; 
tliree officers and seventy-seven privates 
having been killed, and twenty-four officers 
and 500 men wounded during the siege ; 
and six officers and 140 privates killed, and 
! sixty officers and 500 men wounded in the 
assault. Among the slain were generals Crau- 
furd"*" and Mackiimon ; the former received 
bis death in the advance to the lesser breach, 
the latter was blown up by the explosion of 
an expense magazine in the ditch of the 

1 retrenchment. They were both buried in tlie 
respective breaches they attacked. The loss 

1 of tlie garrison did not amount to 300 men 
and officers during the siege and the assault. 
One hundred and fifty pieces of artUlery, 
forty-four of which constituted Marmont's 
battering train, and an immense quantity of 
arms and ammunition, fell into the hands 
of the captors. In the words of tlie author 
' of Mi/itari/Memoirs^ The capture of Ciudad 

j * General Craufurd entered the army at an early age, 

I and had seen much aaa varied serftce. In the short 
interval of peace, he visited the Continent to improve 
himself in the scientific branches of his profession, 
and afterwards served in two Indian campaigns un¬ 
der lord Cornwallis* After some unimportant em- 
plo}Tnents on the Continent, he joined the disgraceful 
e:xpedition against Buenos Ayres, and subsequently 
served with the army of sir John Moore, in commanS 
of the light brigade After the retreat, he joined 
sir Arthur Wellesley the morning after Talavera, and 

Rodrigo was, indeed, a very proud achieve¬ 
ment-most honourable to all the officers 
and troops employed; and an enterprise 
so secretly prepared for, so suddenly com¬ 
menced, and so brilliantly concluded, that 
it not only astonished the French marshals, 
—Marmont, who was advancing to its relief 
with 60,000 men, being so confident iu his 
strength, that in his letter to Berthier, 
dated Jaouaty 16th, he bade liim 'expect 
events, as fortunate as they would be glorious 
for France, in Spain/—but all those Frenchi¬ 
fied politicians at home, to wliom it was a 
constant and a mean deliglit to disparage 
the fame of Il^ellington, and the glory of the 
British arms/' 

Duiing tlie assault, an event occiirred de¬ 
serving commemoration. The men who had 
been left in guard over the baggage of the 
3i'd dirisioii, not being able to withstand the 
temptation, as soon as they heard the first 
shot fired, joined their corapaoious; when 
the marauders who infested the camp, at¬ 
tempting to plunder, the women of the 
division defended their cliarge with so much 
spirit, that the varlets were glad to sheer off, 
and leave the heroines in possession of the 
field. 

Among the many incidents and hair¬ 
breadth escapes that occcurcd during the 
storm, was that which occurred to lieutenant 
Farjs of the 88th, or Connaugl)t rangers. 
Being separated from his regiment^, ho found 
himself opposed to a French soldier. The 
Frenchman fired at, and wounding Fans in 
the thigh, made a desperate push with the 
bayonet at his body, but Faris parrying 
the blow', the bayonet lodged only in his leg. 
He immediately sprang forward, and seizing 
the Frenchman by the collar, a struggle 
of the most nervous kind took place. In 
the contest, they both lost their caps, and 
were so entangled with each other, that 
their weapons were of no avail. At last 
Faris disengaging himself from the French¬ 
man, pushed him back, and before he could 
recover himself, laid his head open nearly to 
the chin. With the force of the blow, his 

became most deservedly a favourite of that com¬ 
mander, Craufuvd’s military talents are admitted to 
have been of the first order. An enthusiast regard¬ 
ing martial glory, he sought every opportunity to 
distinguish himsrif. In the affair of the Coa—at 
Busaco and Fuentes d^Onor, be established an undy¬ 
ing reputation. Wellington's despatch contained his 
well-earned eulogy—and the breach before which he 
fell was fitly chosen as a last resting-place for the 
fearless leader of the gallant light brigade.—Iilaxweira 
f'lciortes of JJ'le/iinfffojL 
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Bword-blade, a heavy soft ill-made 0116, Tvas 
completely doubled up, and criuisoned to 
the hilt* 

Wlien the news of the capture of Ciudad 
I Rodrigo reached England, a univei'sal joy 
' was diffused throughout all ranks. As a tri- 
I bute of his country's gratitude, the English 
general was created earl of Wellington, 
and a pension of £2,000 a-year was settled 
on him. By the Spanish cortes he was 


created duke of Ciudad Rodrigo, with a 
pension of £5,000 a-year; and by the Por¬ 
tuguese government marques of Torres 
Vedrasj with a like pension; but with that 
magnanimous disinterestedness that distin- ' 
guished his career throughout the arduous 
struggle, he declined to accept the foreign 
pecuniary rewards, desiring them to be i 
applied to the respective emergencies of 
each state. j 


THE THIRD SIEGE AND 

Rodrigo having been rendered thoroughly 
defensible, and, on March 5th, delivered 
over to the Spaniards under the command of 
CastaTios, the captain-general of the pro¬ 
vince, the allied army commenced its inarch 
for tlie Alemtejo. On the 11th the troops 
were disposed in convenient cantonments 
on the frontier of Spanish Estremadura. 
Great exertions had been making for some 
time, and with the greatest privity, for un¬ 
dertaking the third siege of Badajos*'^ 

The necessary materiel having been col¬ 
lected, and all prepai^ations completed by 
tlie 15th of Alarch, on the following day a 
pontoon and two flying-bridges were thrown 
across the Guadiaiia, and the 3rd, dth, 
and light divisions, under generals Plcton, 
Colville, and lieutenant-colonel Baniard, 
crossed and invested Badajos, The covering 
army, under Hill and Graham, consisting of 
the Istj 2n(b 6th, and T'tli divisions, and the 
cavalry, wdrli the Portuguese, under general 
Hamilton, oecnpied positions at Llereua, 
Alerida, and Almendralejos; the one to ob¬ 
serve SoulPs movements, and the other to 
prevent a junction between that marshal and 
Mar moot* 

On the night of the 17th, in the midst of 
rain and storm, 1,800 men broke ground 
160 yards distant from the Picurina fort. 
The tempest stifled the sound of their axes, 
but as soon as the morning dawned, and 
rendered them visible to the garrison, the 

* “ The town of Batlajos contains a population of 
about 16,000, and, within the space of thirteen 
months, estperienced the miseries attendant upon a 
state of siege three several times. The iirst was un¬ 
dertaken by lord Beresford, towards the end of Aj>ril, 
1811, who was obliged to abandon operations by 
Soult advancing to its relief, and which led to the 
battle.of Albuera on the 16th of May. The second 
siege w^as by lord Weflin^on in person, who, after 
the battle of Fuentes aOnor, directed his steps 
towards the flouih with a portion of the allied army. 
Operations commenced on the 00th of May, and coa- 
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stillness of the scene was broken by conflict- 
iug peals of artillery and musketry. 

On the H?th, while the working parties 
were busily engaged, a joint sortie from the 
town and fort, consisting of 1,500 infantry 
and Cavalry, entered the trenches; but the 
men rallying, and being assisted hj the 
covering-party, the enemy was vigorously 
charged and repulsed, being able to do no 
other damage than fill up a small portion of 
the parallel, and carry oif 200 trenching- 
tools. The loss of the assailants in this 
affair amounted to 300 men, that of the 
English to 150. This casualty had been oc¬ 
casioned by the following circumstance. The 
French cavalry forming two parties, had a 
sham-fight, and the smaller party pretending 
to flee, and answering in Portuguese to the 
challenges of the English sentries, were 
allowed to gallop to the engineers^ park of 
artilleiy. 

From the commencement of the siege the 
weather had been very unfavourable, the rain 
falling in incessant torrents, not only occa¬ 
sioning difSculty and delay in the formation 
of the trenches and the erection of the bat¬ 
teries, but exposing the troops to great 
hardships. The trenches were knee-deep in 
mud and rain, the pontoon-bridge was swept 
away, and the flying-bridges were worked 
with so great difficulty, that at one time 
fep was entertained that the siege must be 
raised, from the inability of the army being 

tinued till the !0th of June, when the sioge was again 
abandoned ; Soult having a second time advanced in, 
combined operation with the army of Marmont from 
the north. The allies continued the blockade of the 
town till the 17lh, when they reorossed the Guadiana, 
and took up a position on the Caya. The third siege, 
again undertaken by lord Wellington in persojii was 
begun on the 17th of March, 1812, ancf continued 
without interruption till the 6th of April, when it fell 
by assault, after a most determined and gallant re¬ 
sistance on the part of the Frencb.*^—JfacAjie. 
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supplied with provisions and military storp. 
Eut the weather clearing up, the batteries 
were completed daring the night of the 
2Ith, and on the forenoon of the following 
day they began to play on the works. At 
ten clock of that night, an assault being 
made on the Pieurina fort by 500 men of 
I the 3rd division, under major-general Kempt, 
the fort was boldly escaladed and captured, 

^ and its garrison either slain or taken, but 
^ Ayith the loss of 4 officers and 50 men killed, ' 

I and 15 officers and 250 men wounded, among 
the resolute assailants. 

By the capture of Pieurina the besiegers 
were enabled to push on the second parallel, 
and complete the breaching-batteries. After 
five days' firing, two breaches were reported 
practicable; one in the bastion of La Trini¬ 
dad, and the other in that of Santa JIaria. 
But lord Wellington observing, on a close ; 
reconnaissance, that they were defended by 
formidable interior retrenebments, directed 
a third breach to be eftbeted, so that the re¬ 
trenchments might be turned j which breach, 
by being exposed to the guns of all the bat¬ 
teries, was effected in twenty-four hours. In 
the mean time formidable preparations had 
been made by the garrison to repel the as¬ 
sault* Eveiy means that ingenuity could 
devise to baffle the assailants were employed 
in accumulated profusion. The breaches 
had been retrenched, and secured by interior 
defences, and deep intrenebments covered 
by loopholed walls* A cbevaux-de-frbe, 
consisting of a massive beam, stuck full of 
double-edged pointed sword blades, stretched 
I across the ramparts, and its extremities were 
mortised into the stonework of the parapet. 
Loose planks, studded with spikes harrow- 
! wise, covered the slopes of the breaches, and 
I lighted shells were ready to be thrown dow'n 
j from the crests. At the foot of the breach 
sixty fourteen-inch shells, communicating 
I with hoses, and embedded in the earth, were 
' placed ready for explosion; and round the 
breach a deep trench was cut in the ram¬ 
parts, which was planted full of muskets 
with fixed bayonets, fixed perpendicularly 
and firmly in the earth up to the locks. The 

• The memorandum for the attack^ waa as follows 
1, The fort of Badaj03 is to be attacked at lOo^clock 
this night- [The time originally named was half-past 
seven, being immediately after dusk, hut it was sub¬ 
sequently changed to teu, in consequence of the 
arrangements being found to require that delay. The 
garrison took advantage of the interval between 

^ The parts in the smaller print are alterations and ex¬ 
planations made subsequent to the original order for the 
attack 


summits of the walls were garnished with 
huge masses of stones, ponderous logs of 
wood, cart-wheels, barrels with tarred straw, 
bags of powder, live sheUs, grenades, and 
every species of burning composition and 
destructive missiles were ready to be hurled 
down on the assailants- On the flanks of 
each curtain batteries were charged to the 
muzzle with grape and case-shot, and mor¬ 
tars doubly loaded with grenades. The 
trenches were defended by a multitude of 
men ranged in an amphitheatrical manner, 
tier above tier, and by the side of each man 
lay three loaded firelocks, with supernume¬ 
rary men ready to reload them as they were 
discharged on the assailants. Thus w^as 
Badajos fortified and defended, so as to be 
without parallel in the history of sieges and 
military defences. To overcome these ter¬ 
rible defences, and, as an eye-witness terms 
them, hellish engines'^ of destruction, the 
most heroic courage and the most persever¬ 
ing fortitude were requisite. These truly 
great military qualifications were eminently 
displayed by the captors of Badajos, and 
they were proportionately successful. 

As at this period of the siege, information 
was brought that Soiilt was rapidly advanc¬ 
ing to the relief of the place, and that Mar- 
mont was making menacing demonstrations 
on the frontier of Beira, lord Wellington 
determined to march and deliver battle to 
the first-mentioned marshal, leaving 10,000 
men to blockade the place; but reconnoitring 
the breaches on the 6th of April, and finding 
that in the curtain there wa.s a practicable 
breach, he ordered the preparations for the 
assault on that night. The stern orders 
issued, directed, with awful distinctness,— 
"'The fort of Badajos is to be attacked at 
ten o'clock this night. The attack must be 
made at three points; the castle, the face of 
the bastion of La Trinidad and the flank of 
the bastion of Santa Maria, and on the Par- 
deleras and the bastion of San Vicente, on 
the southern side of the town. The attack ol 
the castle is to be made by escalade, that 
of the two bastions by the storm of the 
breaches."* The attacks on the castle and 

the breaclimg batteries ceasing to batter, and the 
coin men cement of the assaulti to cover the front of 
the breaches with harrows and croivVfeet, and to fix 
a chevaux-de'^frize of sword blades on their summits.] 
2. The atmek mast he made on three points; the 
castlC] the face of the bastion of Xa Frinidad, and the 
hank of the bastion of Santa Maria. S. Ihe attack 
of the castle to be by escalade ; that of the two bas¬ 
tions by the storm of the breaches. 4, The tropos 
for the storm of the castle* consisting of the 3rd divi- 
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Saa Vicente were intended as feints to 
divert the attention of the garrison from the 
breaches. 

The following was the order of attack:— 
Third division, lieutenant-general Picton, to 
escalade the castle. Fourth division, major- 
general the honourable C. Cohille; light 
division, lieutenant-colonel Barnard, 95 th 
regiment, to storm the breaches in the bas¬ 
tions of La Trinidad and Santa Maria, and 
sion of infaiitiT, should come out from the right of 
the first parallel at a little before ten o^cIock. 6, 
They should cross the river Ei villas below the broken 
bridge over fiiat river, and attack that part of the 
I castle which is on the right, looking from the trenches 
I and £he rear of the great battery constructed by the 
enemy to fire on the bastion of La Trinidad. 6. 
Having amved within the castle, and having secured 
the possession of it, ]>artiea must be sent to the left 
along the rampart, to fall on the rear of tliose de¬ 
fending the great breach, in the bastion of La Trini¬ 
dad, and to communicate w ith the right of the attack 
on that bastion. 

It is recommcndt^l that the attack of the 3rd division 
shoidd he kept clear of the bastion of San Antonio, at 
least till the castle which is above and commands the 
bastioo, shall be carried. 

7, The troops for this attack must have all the long 
ladders in tlie engineers* park, and six of the lengths 
of the engineers* ladders. They must be attended by 
twelve carpenters with axes, and six miners with 
crowbars, At. 8. Tim 4th division, with the excep¬ 
tion of the coveting party In the trenches, must make 
the attack on the face of the bastion of La Trinidad, 
and the light division on the fiank of the bastion of 
Santa Maria. 9. These two divisions must parade 
in close columns at nine o’clock. The light division, 
with the left in front, the 4th division with its ad¬ 
vanced guard, with the left in front; the remainder 
with the right iu front. The 4th division must be on 
the lig^ht of the little stream, near the picket of the 
4th division, and the light division must have the 
river on their right. 

Tins orrangemeut of the columns is made in order that 
the light dividon may extetiil along the ramparts to 
the left; and chat the 4th division, with the exception 
of the odvanced guard, which is to communicate by its 
left with the Uglit division, might extend along tlie 
ramparts to the right. It may be nect^sary, however, 
for tliese two divisions mutually to support each other, 
and attention must in this case be paid to the forma¬ 
tions. 

10. The light division must throw 100 men forward 
into the quarries, close to the covered way of the 
bastion of Santa Maria, who, as soon as the garrison 
are distributed, must keep down by their fire the fire 
from the face of the bastion of Santa Maria, and that 
from the covered w-ay. 11. The advance of both 
divisions must consist of oOO men from each, attended 
by twelve ladders; and the men of the storming, 
party should carry sacks filled with light materials, 
to be thrown into the ditch, to enable the troops to 
descend into it. Care must be taken that these bags 
are thrown into the covered way, 12, The ad¬ 
vance of Ibe light division must precede that of the 
4th division; and both must keep as near the in¬ 
undation as they possibly can. 13, The advance of 
both divisions must be formed into firing parties and 
storming parties. The firing parties must be spread 
along the crest of the glacis, to keep down the fire of 
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in the curtain connected therewith between 
fort Pardelcras and the castle. Fifth division^ 
lieutenant-general Leith^ to attack fort Par- 
deleraSj and to escalade the walk of Badajos 
near the western gate. Portuguese divisionj 
brigadier-general Power, to storm the bridge 
over the Gnadiana, and attack the works 
on the right bank of the river. Of these 
splendid troops, now all life and daring, and 
desperately resolute to force their way on 
the enemy; while the men of the storaiing party, 
who carry bags, will enter the covered way, at the 
place rParmes^ under the breached face of the bastion 
of La Trinidad; those attached to the 4th division on 
Its right, those to the light dirision on its left, look¬ 
ing from the trenches or the camp. I 

No. 13 wiH run thus:—After the words, while the 
men of the storming party, who carry bogs, will enter 
the covered ivay,^' insert, thereof the light divMou, 
at the place d'armes on the left, looking from camp, 
of the unfiniriied ravelin ; those of the 4th division, , 
on the right of that ravelin, at tJie place dlamieSj 
under the breariied face of the bastion of La Trinidad/' 

14. The storming party of the advance of the light 
division wiU then descend into the ditch, and turning 
to the left, storm the breach on the flank of the bas¬ 
tion of Santa Maria, while the storming party of the 
4th division w'ill likewise descend into the ditch, and 
storm the breach in the face of the bastion of La 
Trinidad. The firing parties are to follow Immedi¬ 
ately in the rear of their respective storming parties. 

Major-general Colville will observe that a part of the 
advance of the 4tli division must be ollotted to storm 
the new breacli in the curtain, 

15. The heads of the two divisions will follow their 
advanced guards, keeping nearly together, but they 
will not advance beyond the shelter afforded by tlie 
quarries on the left of the road, till they shall have 
seen the heads of the advanced guards ascending the 
breaches: they will tlien move forw ard to the storm 
in double-quick time. 

The place here pointed out may be too distant. The 
beads of tlie columns should be brought as near as 
they can without being exposed to fire. 

16. If the light division should find the bastion of 
Santa Maria intrenched, tliey will turn the right of 
the intrenchment, by moving along the parapet of 
the bastion. The 4tn division will do the same by 
an intrenchment which appears on the left face, 
looking from the trenches of the bastion of La 
Trinidad. 17* The light division, as soon as they are 
in possession of the rampart of Santa Maria, are to 
turn to their left, and to proceed along the rampart 
to their left, keeping always a reserve at the breach* 
18* The advanced guard of the 4th division are to j 
turn to their left, and to keep up the communication | 
with the lijjht dirision. The 4th division are to turn 
to their right, and to communicate with the 3rd 
division, by the bastion of San Pedro, and the dense 
bastion of San An tonio, taking care to keep a reserve 
at the bastion of La Trinidad. 19, Each (the 4th 
and light) division must leave 1,000 men in reserve 
in tlie quarries* 

It will be necessary for the commanding officer of the 
light division to attend to the ditch on his left, as lie 
makes his attack. He should post a detachment in 
the ditch, towards the salient angle of the bastion of 
Santa Maria, m os to be covered by the angle from 
the fire of the next bastion on its left, looking from 
the trenches. 
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this fearful nighty through the terrible de- 
fences> and the appalling obstacles that op¬ 
posed their progress^ how few were living in 
a few hours 1 

As the deep bell of the cathedral of St* 
John’s struck ten^ the night being dark and 
gloomy, and not a soimd audible but the 
eliirpiug of the field-cricket, the croaking of 
the frogs, and the softened footfall of the 
assailants the forlorn hopes and storming 
parties of the light and fourth divisions 
stepped out of the trenches, closely followed 
by their supporting columns. On reaching 
the brink of the ditch, countless fire-balls 
thrown from the town betrayed the position 
of the assailants, and rendered their move¬ 
ments distinctly visible by the vivid light 
they cast around. Immediately a line of 
levelled muskets, and every gun that could 
I be brought to bear upon the spot, vomited 
forth a rapid and murderous fire. Amid 
the pale and leaden hixe that rose thickly 
.into the air, the assailants cheered, and, 
bags filled with hay being thrown into the 
ditch, the ladders were lowered, and the 
forlorn hopes and storming parties had 
scarcely descended into the ditch, when 
suddenly a broad bright flame flashed up¬ 
wards, a crash like thunder ensued, and in 

20* The 4th division must endeavour to get open 
the gale of La Trinidad j the light division must do 
the same by the gate called Puerto del Pila« 21, 
The soldiere must leave their knapsacks in camp. 
22. In order to aid these operations, the howitzers 
in No. 4 are to open a Are upon the batteries con¬ 
structed by the enemy to fire upon the breach, as 
soon as the officers shall observe that the enemy 
xre aware of the attack, which they must continue 
till they see that the 3rd division are in possession of 
the castle* 

Some signal must be airangeil between the commanding 
officer of the artillery and the officer who shad com- 
j mand the attack on the castle, for ceasing the Are in 

No. 4. 

23, The commanding officer in the trenches Is to 
ittack the ravelin of San Roque with 200 of the co ver- 
I ■ ng party,nioving from th e right of the second parallel 
I iud round the right of the ravelin, looking from the 
U’enches, and attacking the barriers and gates of 
lommunicalion between the ravelin and the bridge j 
while 200 men, likewise of the covering parly, w ill 
rush from the right of the sap into the salient angle 
of the covered way of the ravelin, and keep up a 
6re on its faces* These should not advance from the 
sap till the party to attack the gorge of the ravelin 
shall have turned it* That which will move into the 
covered ivay on the right of the ravelin looking from 
the trenches, ought not to proceed further down 
than the angle formed by the face and flank* 

It would he better that this attack should move from 
the right of the sap. The commatiding officer in the 
trenches must hegin it os soon as he shMl observe that 
* the attack of the 3rd division on the castle is perceived 
hy the enemy. 

24* The remainder of the covering party to be a 
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an instant 400 of the foremost of the 
assailants wei*e blown to atoms, by the ex¬ 
plosion of himdreds of shells, grenades, fou¬ 
gasses, powder-bags, and barrels, which had 
been laid iu the ditch, throwing out a blaze 
that imparted to its surface the appearance 
of vomiting fire. Though the destruction was 
terrific and the confusion great, undismayed 
the supporting columns rushed down into 
the fiery gulf, reckless of the danger and 
the depth of the ditch; the leading platoons 
of the fusileer brigade unhappily leaping 
into a part of the ditch deep in mud, and 
overflown with water, sunk in the mire, and 
disappeared in an instant* A murderous 
scene now ensued* Incessant explosions of 
shells, grenades, fougasses, and other com¬ 
bustibles of every kind of burning composi¬ 
tion, accompanied with a withering fire of 
musketry and artillery, from the whole front 
of the parapet and defences, plied with ter- j 
rible rapidity and effect, produced a scene 
of the most frightful carnage and confusion. 
Yet no pause occurred in the attack. The 
fourth division pressed boldly up a ruinous 
and unfinislied ravelin, raistaldng it for the 
breach, and were here joined by the head of 
tlie light division. These corps, finding that 
a diflScnlt descent sepai^atccl them from the 

reserve in the trenches. The working parties in the 
trenches are to join their regiments at half-past 
seven o’clock* Twelve carpenters with axes, and ten 
miners with crowbars, must be sent with each (the 
4th and light) division* A party of one officer and 
twenty artillerymen most be ■with eacli division* 
2o. The 5lh divison must be formed, one brigade on. 
the ground occupied bv the 48th regiment, one 
brigade on the Sierra del Viento, and one brigade in 
the low grounds extending to flie Guadiana, now- 
occupied by pickets of the light division. 26* Tlie 
pickets of the brigades on the Sien-a del Viento, and 
that on the low grounds towards the Guadiana, 
should endeavour to alarm the enemy during the 
attack by firing at the Pardeleras, and at the river in 
the covered way of the works towards the Guadiana. 

A pian has been settled with lieutenant-general Leith 
for an attempt to he made to escalade the bastion of ' 
San Vicente, or the curtain between tiiat bastion and 
the bridge, if circumstances ehoaJd permit* The ' 
commanding officer of the light division will attend to I 
this. General Power will likewise make a false attack 
on the tdte-iIe*pont, 

27. The coramander of the forces particularly 
request the general officers commanding divisions 
and brigades, and the commanding officers of regi- i 
ments, and the officers commanding companies, to 
impress upon their men the necessity of keeping to¬ 
gether, and forming as a mOitary body ^er the | 
storm, and during the night* Not only the success 
of the operation, and the honour of the army, hut 
their own individual safety, depend upon their being 
in a situation to repel any attack by the enemy, and 
to overcome all resistance which they may be inclmud 
to make, tiO the garrison are compfetely subdued , 

Welijxgtox 
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breach, after having sustained a hot fire, 
'were led by their officers^ ivith the most 
heroic devotion, to the true point of attack. 
But on gaining the summit of the main 
breach, an impassable barrier, tbe formid¬ 
able and immoveable chevaux-de-frize, pre¬ 
sented itself. Nowise daunted, officers and 
men in fast succession rushed up the mins 
into the breach, but tbe boldest hearts, the 
strongest arms^^ were all unavailable j the 
gallant groups all fell slain or disabled upon 
tbe ruins* 

The tumult was now as if the very 
earth had been rent asunder, and its central 
fires were hurtirag upwards uncontrolled,^^ 
Amidst the roar and red flashes of artil¬ 
lery, the rattle and crash of mnsketry, the 
explosion of shells and grenades, rockets 
bursting on all sides, the blazing of cres¬ 
sets and fire-balls, and the comet-like fusees 
of the bombs, which spread around a dazzling 
light, a terrible illummation, intermingled 
every now and then with lurid or utter dark¬ 
ness j the groans and shrieks of the dying and 
wounded added to the horror of the scene. 
To aggravate the effect of the horrific spec¬ 
tacle, the taunting Frenchmen, secure and,un- 
liarmed behind impenetrable defences, while 
hurling the engines of death and destruction 
on their opponents, invited them, in derision, 
to enter Badajos* After two hours' unavail¬ 
ing efforts, during which the heroic officers, 
Bometimes followed by a few soldiers, some¬ 
times by many, repeatedly rushed up the 
breach, "or clustered near the unfinished 
ravelin and the traverses in the ditch, in 
hopes to force an entrance, disdaining to 
retreat, though unable to advance, and con¬ 
sequently ''met confused and bloody deaths." 
A staff-officer was dispatched to lord Wel¬ 
lington, who was posted in front of the tete- 
de-pont that defends the great stone bridge 
across the G uadi ana, to apprise him that 
2,000 men had fallen in the breaches, and 
that the troops were without leaders* At 
the same moment that this commumcation 
was brought from the breaches, another 
staff-officer rode up with tidings that the 
third division was in possession of the castle. 
Orders wore sent to Picton to retain his po¬ 
sition at all hazards until assistance was 
sent, and to the officers in command at the 
breaches to withdraw the remnants of the 
divisions, to be reorganized for a fresh as¬ 
sault as soon as day should dawn* 

AVliile the uproar and carnage had been 
raging in the breaches, the third and fifth 
divisions met with nearly equal difficulty and 
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danger at the castle and the San Vicente bas¬ 
tion. The third division having been obliged, 
from the circumstance of a lighted carcass 
liaving fallen close to it, and discovering its 
array, to begin the attack half-an-hour be- i 
fore the appointed time) rushing np the ! 
rugged steep to the foot of the castle-walls, 
raised, under a destructive fire, their lad¬ 
ders against the wall) but they were no | i 
sooner planted, than they were grappled by 
the garrison with hooked pikes of enormous i ! 
length, and thrown down with the men who I | 
had mounted on them; at the same moment i 
stones, crushing logs of wood, bars of iron, I 
loaded aheils, and other destructive missiles, I 
with which the tops of the walls were gar¬ 
nished, were hurled down on the heads of 
the assailants* Some of the ladders also 
broke with the weight of the troops that, in 
their eager haste to meet the foe, swarmed 
upon them, and precipitated tlie men who 
had niouiited them upon the bayonets of their 
comrades below. The heroic troops however 
persevered, but all who first ascended fell by 
musketry or the bayonet. But, undaunted by 
the terrific reception they met, fresh assad- 
ants swarmed round the feet of the ladders, 
eager to ascend, hut all in vain) the assault 
seemed hopeless* Many men of the 45th and 
Packenham^s brigade, though they reached 
the top of the rampart, were thrown down 
wounded. Receding a few paces, the as¬ 
sailants reformed, and Picton, wlio had been 
wounded in the early part of the assault, 
directing ladders to be placed in an em¬ 
brasure where the wall was lower, lieutenant- 
colonel Ridge, of the 5 th fusileers, and a 
German officer, of the name of Girsewald, 
caught up the ladders, and planting them 
against the w^alls, mounted, followed by their 
men. Having gained a footing, a fierce 
contest ensued between the combatants, and 
the ground was, foot by foot, won and lost, 
until, after a fierce contest of an hour, the 
intrepidity of the assailants surmounted 
every obstacle, and drove the enemy from 
his post, when in a moment the castle was | 
won, its garrison escaping through the sally- i 
port* Had not the castle-gate been bricked | 
up, the victors would have marched down on 
the rear of the defenders of the breaches* i 
The fifth dirision was no less successful) 
but the party carrying the scaling-ladders 
having missed its way, the attack on that 
side of the town was not begun until eleven 
o’clock* Having effected an escalade, they 
were sweeping round the rampart, when'a 
vague alarm seized the leading files, from a 
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Ijort-fire thut liad been thrown away by a 
retreating gunner; on the cry of a mine/' 
the men who had so bravely won the bas- 
, tion, rushed tumultuoasly hack on a detach- 
ment of the 38thj which had been formed on 
I the rampart as a reserve. With that reserve 
general Walker advanced against the piir- 
' suerSj and putting them to flightj proceeded 
I with the re-formed battalions through the 
town towards the breaches; but in his pro¬ 
gress tlirough the streets, which were bril¬ 
liantly illuminatcdj was fired on by the Spa- 
niai'ds from under the doors and through 
the wickets of the houses. The governor, 
now finding the town in tlie possession of 
the assailants, retired with the garrison into 
fort San Christoval, which com to uni cates 
iritli the town by a bridge of twenty-eight 
arches, and since the last siege had been 
strongly fortified, but at daylight of the 
following marniug surrendered to the vic¬ 
tors, Thus “Badajos, so fiercely fought, so 
! terribly won, so dreatlful in all its circum- ‘ 
i stances, that posterity can scarcely be ex¬ 
pected to credit the tale,” fell into the power 
of the British general, after nineteen days' 
siege, of which only eleveu were with open 
trenches. Never, since the invention of 
gunpowder, had its blasting terrors been so 
awfully displayed. Never, in the annals of 
war, had more heroic courage been displayed 
in assault, or more skill been exhibited in 
defence. It is worthy of observation, that 
[ this formidable place was not carried by tlie 
I assault at the breaches, but by escalade at 
I two distant points, wliere the defences were 
j entire. The walls of the castle rose from 18 
I to 21 feet, and it was deemed secure from 
, attack. The bastion of San Vicente Jiad 
an escaipe wall 30 feet perpendicular, and 
the troops having ascended this, had yet 13 
, feet, which inclined at an augle to an old 
I parapet, to surmount by scrambling. The 
breach in the curtain was never attempted; 
tlie guides having been probably killed, or 
the way missed, as those to the trenches of 
I La Trinidad and Santa Maria were at first. 
But the conquest had been purchased at a 
great price, the captors having sustained a 
loss of 5,000 men and officei's during the 
, siege and in the assault; in the latter, 59 
I oificers and 744 men being killed, and 258 
officers and 3,600 men wounded. About 
600 men and officers fell in the escalade of 
San Vicente, as many at the castle, and 
^more than 3,000 at the breaches. The 43rd 
regiment left 22 officers and BOO men in the 
breach and ditch, and every other regiment 
voi. i, 2 M 
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suffered in t!ie like proportion. How deadly I 
the strife had been at the breaches appears 
from the fact, that the 43rd and 52nd regi¬ 
ments of the light division alone lost more 
men than the seven regiments of the 3rd divi¬ 
sion engaged at the castle. Let the reader 
picture to himself this frightful carnage, 
taking place in the space of less than 100 i 
square yards; let him consider that for 
hours the destruction was endured witiiout 
shrinking, and that the town was won at ' 
last,^—he must admit that a British army I 
bears with it an awful powder. “ When the ' 
extent of the night's havoc was made known 
to the English general, the firmness of his 
nature gave way for a moment, and the 
pride of conquest yielded to a passionate 
burst for the loss of his gallant soldiers/' 

But let it be recollected that that havoc was 
occasioned by his having had neither the 
means nor the time to reduce the fortress by 
a regular system of attack, and therefore he 
was obliged by a bold effort to make himself 
master of it, before the Freuch generals 
could advance to its relief. In the dreadful 
assault of Badajos, as the author of The War j 
iti Ihe Penimula has emphatically said, “ the 
crimes of politicians were atoned for by the , 
blood of the troops/' A rebuke covertly I 
uttered by the victorious general himself, in I 
a letter to general Murray: “I trust,” says ' 
he, 'Hhat future armies will be properly 
equipped for sieges,” 

The town being won, the soldiers' lierosim 
was taruished with wild and desperate licen¬ 
tiousness, rapine, and confusion. Hosts ot 
drnnlten solffiers and women, followers of the 
camp, the lower classes of the inliabitauts of | 
the town and the surrounding iieiglibonr- | 
hood, together with some of the vanquished j 
garrison, who had concealed themselves, I 
made one coiumou cause in the commission 
of violence, plunder, and destruction, in the 
wildest orgies, and the most frantic ex- | 
ces 3 . Groans and piteous lamentations j 
resounded for two nights and days in the 
streets of Badajos:” youth and the | 

noblesse and the beggar, were involved 
in one common ruin; and more than one 
officer perished by the bullets and bayonets 
of the very men 'whom they had but a few ^ 
hours before led to the assault, in the 
endeavours to restrain them from the com¬ 
mission of the enormities, to wliich their mad¬ 
dened state of intoxication excited them.* 

• The horrid custom of giving up a city taien 
by assault to the iicentiousness and violence of the 
captors, though regarded from time immemorial 
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'^Before six o’clock on tlie morning of 
the assault, all organization among the as¬ 
saulting calumhs had ceased, and a scene 
of plunder and cruelty, that it would he 
difficult to parallel, took place. The army, 
so fine and effective, of the preceding day, 

, was now transformed into a yast band of 
I brigands. The horde of Spaniards, as well 
I as of Portuguese women and men, that now 
I eagerly sought for admission to plunder, 

I nearly augmented the number of brigands to 
what tlie assailing army had been before the 
assault; and it may with truth be said, that 
I nearly 20,000 armed ruffians were let loose 
I upon the ill-fated inhabitants of this devoted 
^ city. These people were under no restraint,, 
, and soon became so intoxicated, that they lost 
all control of their actions. In the first 
burst of violence, all the wine and spirit 
I stores were burst open by those infiiiiated 
I and licentious marauders. Casks of the 
I choicest wines and brandy were dragged 
1 into the streets, and their heads stove in, or 
I the casks otherwise broken, so that the 
I liquor flowed down the gutters in streams. 

1 The inhabitants were compelled, at the 
point of the bayonet, to bear bales of plun¬ 
der, taken fiom their own houses, and de- 
I posit them in the camp, under a guard of 
I soldiers^ wives. The stately gravity with 
I which the Spaniards went through their 

I a privilege, h, as the author of The Ifiltiaiy Me¬ 
moirs of the Duke, says, ** deeply dishonourable to 
the profession of arms, and as deeply injurious to 
J good discipline*" ** There is nothing," as the same 
I admirable writer observes, “ more deeply humiliating 
to man, or more mortifying to military pride, than to 
I find noble qualities and base passions in close al- 
I liance*" To put an end to the norrid custom, the 
I moral power of a nation^s voice," is, as the same 
humane authority adds, ‘‘ necessary ; no other iuflu- 
I ence will be effective." 

I j • The fearful scenes of rapine and riot, and the 
[ dreadful outrages which ensued the storm, and con¬ 
tinued for one day and two nights, may be imagined 
from the following dismal i>ortrait of the evening of 
the day after the place had been carried The 
I streets," says an eye-witness, were heaped with the 

I drunken and the dead. The soldier)^ were in a state 

, of furious intoxication, and the town in terrible con- 

j fusion; on every side frightJul tokens of military 

I licence met the eye. One street, as I approached 

I the castle, was almost choked up wdth broken furni¬ 

ture, for the houses had been gutted from the cellar 
to the garret, the partitions tom down, and even the 
beds ripped and scattered to the winds, in the hope 
that gold might be found concealed, A convent at 
! the end of the stiada of St. John wm in flames; and 
1 saw more than one wretched nun in the arms of 
a drunken soldier. Farther on the confusion seemed 
greater. Brandy and wine casks were rolled out before 
the stores; some were full, some half drunk, but 
were slaved in mere wan ton ness, and the liquors 
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work, often dressed in hat and plumes, foU 
low^ed by our raggamuffiti soldiers, was at , 
times laughable. The following day (April 
8th)j was a fearful one; the men had been 
drunk and reckless to so dreadful an extent, i 
that no pei^son’s life w^as safe; they even 
fired on their own comrades.* To put a 
stop to so frightful a scene, in the course of 
that day, parties from those regiments that : 
had least participated m the assault, were ^ 
ordered into the town, to collect the hordes 
of stragglers that filled the streets, but they i 
becoming infected by the contagion, in¬ 
creased the disorder. At length, a brigade | 
of troops was inarched into the city, and 
were directed to stand by their arms while 
any of the marauders remained; th e provost- 
marshals attached to each division were 
directed to nac their authority. Gibbets 
and triangles were in consequence erected, 
and many men were flogged before sub¬ 
mission was obtained. Towards evening 
tranquillity was restored* Early on the 
morning of the 9th, the auction for the 
sale of the plunder began ; and to it a vast 
concourse of Spaniards fr*om the neighbour¬ 
ing valleys thronged. Of the produce of 
the spoil, some men realised upwards of 
1,000 dollars.” 

When the fury of the sack had abated, 
and the fearful scene of rapine and riot had 

running through the kennel, Many a harrowing 
scream saluted the ear of the passer-by; many a 
female supplication was heard asking in vain for 
mercy. How could it be otherwise, when it h re¬ 
membered, that twenty thousand furious and licen¬ 
tious madmen were loosed upon an immense popula¬ 
tion, among which many of the loveliest women 
upon earth might be found? Ali within that de¬ 
voted city was at the disposal of an infuriated army, 
over whom, for the time, control was lost, aided by 
an infamous collection of camp followers, who were, 
if possible, more sanguinary and pitiless even than 
those who had survived the storm. It is useless to ' 
dw'ell upon a scene from which the heart revolts. 
Few females in this beautiful town were saved that 
night from insult; the noblest and the beggar—the ■ 
nun, and the wife and daughter of the artisan^— 
youth and age, all were involved in general ruin. 
None were respected, and few consequently escaped. 
The madness of these desperate brigands was vari¬ 
ously exhibited ; some fired through doors and win^ 
dows: others at the church hells; many at the 
wretched inhabitants as they fled into the streets to ' 
escape the bayonets of the savages ivho were de¬ 
molishing their property within doors; while some 
wretches, as if the hlood had not flowed in sufficient 
torrents already, shot from the windows their ow n 
companions as they staggered on below. 'VVhat 
chances had the miserable inhabitants of escaping 
death, when more than one officer perished by ihij, 
bullets and bayonets of tlie very men whom a few 
hours before they had led to the assault." 
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I heen suspeoded by the mere inanition of 
I the vast band of brigands to continue their 
I work of tnischicf and violence, a Portuguese 
' brigade, accompanied by the i>rovost-mar- 
‘ shal and the gallows, was marched into the 
, town. No sooner was the brigade drawn 
I up, and the gallows planted, than the demon 
of mischief and misrule disappeared, and 
order and military subordination were re- 
! stored; the rope carrying terror to those 
I whom the bayonets of a brigade could not 
I appai As soon as the wonted empire of 
discipline was restored, the ludicrous sue- 
! ceeded to the terrible* Men were to be 
seen marching out of Badajos, some decked 
in the uniform of the slain Frencli ofScers; 
others begirt in all the ample foldings of 
Spanish toggery, and in the various cos¬ 
tumes of priests, monks, nuns, grandeea, 

I and ladies of quality; and bearing every- 
I thing away that was portable or drivable. 
Others were preceded by Spaniards, dressed 
in slashed doublets and hat and plumes, 
laden with hales, often their own property, 
before their hard task-masters. 

Such were the horrors of the siege of 
Badajos* On the moming succeeding the 
capture, a beautiful sun displayed a fearful 
scene of death and desti'uctiou* Silence had 
succeeded to the dreadful din and crash of 
arms* Hosts of gallant hearts that had the 
night before beat high with devoted bravery, 
lay in the cold grasp of death. The breaches 
and the ditch presented an awful charnel- 
pit of wretchedness, slaughter, and destruc¬ 
tion. In tile main breach lay a frightful 
lieap of 2,000 gallant soldiers ; many dead, 
but still warm, mixed with the desperately 
wmunded, to whom no assistance could yet 
be given. In the ditch, lay the bunied 
aud blackened corpses of those who had 
' perished by the explosions of the com- 
' bustible materials with which it had been 
profusely garnished, mixed with those who 
had been torn to pieces by round shot or 
grape, or had been killed by musketry; 
stiffening in their gore, body piled upon 
' body, involved and intertwined in one 
hideous and enormous mass of carnage* 
Among the heaps of dead and mangled 
corpses, some still holding their firelocks in 
their grasps, lay broken piles of arms, 
shattered ladders, and the remnants and 
mangled remains of those who had been 
blown up by the explosions of magazines 
and mines; many with their heads swollen 
#to an enormous size, and their limbs of 
a gigantic and terrific appearance. The 


stench arising from the still burning blood- 
cemented pile of slain, wounded, and dying, 
was as noisome and sickening, as that of a 
vast charnel-house, and was perceptible 
some miles distant from the horrid scene. 

Ill the main breach stood the still terrific 
beam, armed with its sharp and bristly I 
sword-blades, which no human dexterity or | 
strength could pass without impalement; . 
and on which some of the bodies of its 1 
assailants were still alBxed, in all the hor¬ 
ror and agony of dying attitudes: the 
men, in their ardour and impetuosity of 
attack, having pushed on their comrades in 
front, in tlie desperate hope of effecting a 
passage over their writhing and wriggling 
bodies. While viewing tliis appalling Bcene 
of lion*or and havoc, of desolation and 
destruction, the only redeeming reflection 
that could occur to the mind of the spectator 
was, that the fallen filled a glorious grave 
on the spot on which they had displayed 
their indomitable valour. 

The most appropriate and interesting ap¬ 
pendage that can be made to this brilliant 
exhibition of siege process—a siege such as i 
Cohorn aud Vauban never dreamt of, aud 
which is unparalleled in military annals—is 
its unassumiug detail by the great actor in 
its operations, to the secretary of state, in i 
his despatch dated— 

“ Camp before Badajos, 7th April, 1813. | 

My dispatch of the 3rd instant will j 
have apprised your lordship of the state 
of the operations against Badajos to that ' 
date; which were brought to a close on the 
night of the 6th, by the capture of the place 
by storm. The fire continued during the 
4th and 5th against the face of the bastion 
of La Trinidad, and the flank of the bastion , 
of Santa Maria; and on the 4th, in the ■ 
morning, we opened another batteiy of six 
guns ill the second parallel against the 
shoulder of the ravelin of San Jtoqne, and 
the wall in its gorge. ^ i 

Practicable breaches were effected in 
the bastions above-mentioned on the evening 
of the 5th; but as I had observed that the 
enemy had intrenched the bastion of La 
Trinidad, and the most formidable prepara¬ 
tions were making for the defence, as well 
of the breach in that bastion, as of that in 
the bastion of Santa Maria, I determined to 
delay the attack for another day, and to 
turn aU the guns in the batteries in the se- ! 
eond parallel on the curtain of La Trinidad; , 
in hopes that by efiecting a third breach, 
the troops would be enabled to tuim the 
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enemy’s works for tke defence of the otlier 
two ; the attack of which would besides be 
connected by tlie troops destined to attack 

1 the breach in the curtain* This breach was 
effected in the evening of the 6t]i, and the 
fire of the face of tlie bastion of Santa Ma¬ 
ria, and of the flank of the bastion of La 
Trinidad being overcome, I determined to 
attack the place that night. 

I had kept in reserve in the neighbour¬ 
hood of this camp, the 5th division under 
lieutenant-general Leith, which had left 
Castile only in the middle of March, and 
had but lately anived in this part of the 
country, and I brought them up on that 
evening. The plan for the attack was, that 
lieutchant-general Picton should attack the 
castle of Eadajos by escalade with the 3rd 
division; and that a detachment from the 
guard in the trendies furnished that evening 
by the 4th division, under major Wilson of 
the dSth regiment, should attack the raveliu 
of San Roque upon his left, while the 4th 
division, under major-general the honourable 
C* Colville, and the light dinsion under 
lieutenant-colonel Barnard, should attad; 
the breaches in the bastions of La Trluidad 
and Santa Maria, and in the curtain by 
i which tliey are connected. The 5 tli division 
were to occupy the ground which the 4th 
and light divisions had occupied during the 
siege ; and lieutenant-general Leith was to 
make a false attack upon the outwork called 
the PardaleraSj and another on the works of 
j the fort towards the Guadiana, with the left 
brigade of the division under major-general 
Walker, which he was to turn into a real 

1 attack, if circumstances should prove favour¬ 
able; and brigadier-genei’al Power, who in¬ 
vested the place with his Portuguese brigade , 
on the right of the Guadiana, was directed 

1 to m ake false attacks on th e tSte- du - pont, the 
foi-t San Christoval, and the new redoubt 
called Mob Cosiir* 

' The attack was accordingly niade at 

ten at night ; lieutenant-gener^ Picton pre¬ 
ceding by a few minutes the attacks by the 
remainder of the troops. Major-general 
Kempt led this attack, wdiieli went out from 
the right of the first paralleL He was un¬ 
fortunately wounded in crossing the river 
llivillas below the innndation; but notwith¬ 
standing this cirGumstance, and the obstinate 
resistance of the enemy, the castle was car¬ 
ried by escalade, and the 3rd division estab¬ 
lished in it at about half past eleven. While 
tliis was going on, major Wilson, of the 48th, 

' carried the ravelin of San Iloqiie by the 
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gorge, with a detachmeut of 200 men of the 1 j 

guard in tlie trenches; and with the assis- ; 
tance of major Squire, of the engineers, 
establislied himself within that work. The 

4th and light divisions moved to the attack 
from the camp along the left of the river 
Hivillas, and of the inundation. They were 
not perceived by the enemy till they reached 
the covered way, and the advanced guards 
of the two divisions descended without dif¬ 
ficulty into the ditch, protected by the fire 
of the parties stationed on the glacis for 
that purpose, and they advanced to the i 
assault of the breaches, led by their gallant 
officers, with the utmost intrepidity* But 
such was the nature of the obstacles pre- ‘ 
pared by the enemy at the top and behind ' 
the breaches, and so determined their resis¬ 
tance, that our troops could not establish 
themselves within the place* Many brave ' 
officers and soldiers were killed or wounded 
by explosiom at the top of the breaches; 
others who succeeded to them were obliged 
to give way, having found it impossible to 
penetrate the obstacles which the enemy 
liad prepared to impede their progress. 
These attempts were repeated till after j 
twelve at night, when, finding that success 
was mot to be attained, and tliat lieutenant- 
general Picton was established in the castle, 

1 ordered that the 4th and light divisions 
might retire to the ground on which 
they had been first assembled for the 
attack* 

the mean time, Hentenant-geueral 
Leith had pushed forward major-general 
Walker’s brigade on the left, suppoi'ted by 
tlie 38th regiment, under lieutenant-colonel 
Nugent, and the 15th Portuguese regiment, 
under colonel Do Itego, and lie had made a 
false attack upon the Pardalcras with the 
8th ca^adorea, under major HilL Major- 
general Walker forced the barrier on the 
road of OUven 9 a, and entered the covered 
way on the left of the bastion of San Vicente, 
close to the Guadiana. He there descended 
into the ditch, and escaladed the face of the 
bastion of San Vicente. Lieutenant-general 
Leith supported this attack by the 38th re¬ 
giment and 15tli Portugnese regiment, and 
our troops being thus established in the cas¬ 
tle, w'hich commands all the works of the i 
town, and in the town; and the 4th and 
light divisions being formed again for the 
attack of the breaches; all resistance ceased, 
and at da}dight in the morning the gover¬ 
nor, general Philippon, who had retired to 
fort San Chriatovai, sun'endcred, together 
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-with general Vieland, and all the staffs and 
the whole garrison. I have not got accurate 
returns of the strength of the garrison^ or of 
I the number of prisoners j but general Philip- 
I pon has informed me that it consisted of 
5j000 men at the commencement of the 
siege, of which 1,200 were killed or wounded 
during the operations, besides tliose lost in 
I the assault of the place. Tiiere were five 
French battalions, besides two of the re- 
giment of Hesse Darmstadt, and the artil¬ 
lery, engineers, &c.; and I understand there 
are 4,000 prisoners. 

“ It is impossible that any expressions of 
mitie can convey to your lordship the sense 
which I entertain of the gallantry of the 
officers and troops upon this occasion. The 
list of killed and wounded will show that the 
general officers, the staff attached to them, 
the commanding and other officers of the 
regiments, put themselves at the heads of 
the attacks which they severally directed, 
and set the example of gallantry which was 
so well followed by their men, 

** Marshal sir W, Beresford assisted me 
in conducting the details of this siege ; and 
I am much indebted to him for the cordial 
assistance which I received from him, as well 
during its progress, as in the last operation 
which brought it to a termination. The 
duties in the trenches were conducted sue* 
cessively by major-general the hon. C. Col¬ 
ville, major-general Bowes, and major-gene¬ 
ral Kempt, under the superintendence of 
lieutenant-general Pieton. I have had occa¬ 
sion to meutiou all these officers during the 
course of the operations; and they all dis¬ 
tinguished thcmselv'es, and were ail wounded 
I in the assault. 

! * ^ ^ 

Marshal Soult left Seville on the 1st 
instant, with all troops which he could col¬ 
lect in Andalusia; and he was in communi¬ 
cation with the troops which had retired 
from Estremadura, under general Drouet, 
on the 3rd, and he arrived at Llerena on 
I the 4th. I had intended to collect the 
I army on the Aibuera rivulet, in pro])ortion 
' as marshal Soiilt should advance; and I had 
requested lieutenant-genei'al sir T* Graham 
I to rctii'e gradually upon Albucra, while lieu¬ 
tenant-general sir R. Hill should do the 
same on Talavera, from Don Benito and tlie 
! upper parts of the Guadiana. I do not think 
it certain that marshal Soult has made any 
I decided movement from Llerena since the 
4-th, Edthongh he has patrolled foiwvai'd with 
^ small detachments of cavalry, and the ad¬ 


vanced guard of his infantry have been at 
TJsagre. None of the ai'my of Portugal 
have moved to join him. 

According to the last reports which I 
have received of the 4th instant, from the 
frontier of Castile, it appears tliat marshal 
Marmont had established a body of troops 
between the Agueda and the Coa, and he 
had reconnoitred Almeida on the 3rd. Bri¬ 
gadier-general Trant's division of militia 
had arrived upon the Coa, and brigadier- 
general Wilson^s division was following with 
the cavalry, and lieutenant-gcnerM the 
conde de Amarante was on his march, with . 
a part of the corps under his command, ! 
towards the Douro. ' 

It w^ould be very desirable that I should 
have it in my power to strike a blow gainst 
marshal Soult before he could be reinforced: , 

but the Spanish authorities having omitted 
to take the necessary steps to provision 
Ciudad Rodrigo, it is absolutely necessary 
that I should return to the frontiers of Cas¬ 
tile within a short period of time. It is not 
very probable that marshal Sonit will risk 
an action in the province of Estremadura, 
which it would not be difficult for him to 
avoid, and it is very ncceSsar)^ that he 
should return to Andalusia, as general Bal- 
lastcros was in movement upon Seville on 
the 29tli of last month, and the conde de 
Penne ViUemur moving on the same place 
from the Lower Guadiana. 

It will be quite impossible for me to go 
into Andalusia till I shall have secured 
Ciudad Rodrigo, I tlierefore propose to 
remain in the positions now occupied by 
the troops for some days; indeed, a littre 
time is required to take care of our wounded j 
and if marshal Soult should remain in Es¬ 
tremadura, I shall attack him ; ,if he should 
retire into Andalusia, I must return to 
Castile. 

I have the honour to enclose returns of 
the killed and wounded from the 31st of 
March, and in the assault of Badajos, and a 
return of the ordnanee, small arms, and I 
ammunition found in the place. I shall 
send the returns of provisions in the place 
by the next despatch. This despatch will 
be delivered to your lordship by my aid-de- 
camp, captain Canning, whom I beg leave 
to recommend to your protection. He has 
likewise the colours of the garrison, and the 
colours of the Hesse Darmstadps regiment, 
to be laid at the feet of H.R,H. the prince 
regent. The French battalions in the gar¬ 
rison had no eagles.” 
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OPERATIONS FROM THE CAPTURE OF BADAJOS TO THE BATTLE OF SALAMANCA. ' 


Having snatched the two frontier fortresses 
out of the hands of the enemy, in the pre¬ 
sence/' as Lery, the chief engineer of Soult's 
staflF, said, in his letter to Kellerinan, “ of 
two armies amounting to 80,000 men/' the 
English general would have advanced into 
Andalusia, for the purpose of raising the 
siege of Cadiz; and with this intent he 
ordered sir Stapleton Cotton to pursue 
Soult's army, which had approached Llerena, 
(only two marches distant from Badajos), 
when that marshal, apprised by a body of 
cavalry, which had escaped from Port San 
Chrisfcovalj that Badajos had fallen, im¬ 
mediately retreated. By a rapid night 
march, the British cavalry overtook Im 
rear-guard at XJsagre, and having slain a 
considerable number, took captive 150 men 
and horses. 

But the advantages which the capture of 
these fortresses presented, were neutralized 
for a time by the advance of Marmont into 
Portugal; the apathy and indolence of the 
, Spaniards in neglecting to put Ciudad 
Ilodrigo into a defensive state; and the 
English general's financial difficulties, his 
military chest being almost empty, the 
English merchants having, by artifices, 
depreciated the commissariat bills twenty- 
five per cent,, for the pm^pose of buying 
them up at a ruinous discount. This dis- 
J graceful spirit of cupidity displayed by his 
countrymen, occasioned the English general 
great embarrassment. 

During the siege of Badajos, Marmont, 
relying on the advance of Soult to the relief 
of that fortress, had marched from Sala¬ 
manca, and leaving a division to blockade 
Ciudad Rodrigo, invested, in the beginning 
of April, Almeida with the remainder of his 
force; his marauding parties laying waste 
and devastating Lower Beira* The English 
general having foreseen that this was likely 
to take place, had directed Silveira to pro¬ 
tect the Tras-os Montes, Alten to take post 
in front of Ciudad Rodrigo, and Trant and 
Wilson to cover that part of Beira, extend- 
! ing from the Douro along the Coa to 
Subugal, with especial orders to attend to 
the safety of a considerable magazine of 

[ • The ckasm occasioned in the Alcantara bridge, 

j by the destruction of the middle arch by the French^ 

I which was 100 feet in ejetent, was restored under the 
I direction of colonel Sturgeon, with such materials as 
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ammunition collected at Celerico. The ' 
French general was diverted from his as- I 
sault of Almeida, by Trant's kindling fires ' 
to the right and left of his position on the 
left bank of the Coa, from the apprehension 
of the presence of a large British force. 
But Alten's and Siiveira's measures frus¬ 
trated in a great degree the British gene¬ 
ral's plans. The former, instead of falling 
gradually back, accoi"ding to his instructions, 
on Gastello Branco, disputing the rivers and 
defiles with the enemy's advanced parties, 
crossed the Tagus at Villa Velha, leaving 
the country open to the enemy's marauding 
parties; and the latter w'as so slow in his 
advance in joining Trant at Guarda, that it 
was necessary to destroy a considerable part 
of the magazines of ammunition at Celerico, 
to prevent their falling into the hands of 
the enemy. To meet this emergency, lord 
Wellington, lea\dng Hill, to whom the task 
of restoring Badajos to a defensible state 
was entrusted, tw^o divisions of infantry and 
two brigades of cavalry, marched the re¬ 
mainder of the army into Beira ; and on 
Marmont's retreat tow^ards Salamanca, he 
re-established his head-quarters at Puente 
Guinaldo, and cantoned his troops between 
the Agueda and the Coa. Here lie w^as 
engaged in devising his plans for the en¬ 
suing campaign. 

Having received information that sir 
Home Popham's expedition had sailed for 
the coast of Biscay, and tliat the Sicilian 
expedition was on its passage, the object of 
the former being to divert Caffarelis' re¬ 
serves from joining Marmont, and that of 
the latter to effect the same purpose in 
respect of the armies of Suchet and the 
intrusive king, by threatening Catalonia and 
Valencia, he directed the middle arch of the 
Roman bridge of Alcantara to be repaLred,"*^ 
and sir Rowland Hill to destroy the pontoon 
bridge of Almarez. Thus, by the first 
operation, a short and easy coramunicatioii | 
was secured with Hill; and by the second, 
the communication between Marmont and 
Soult, whose commands amounted to 108,000 
men, was interrupted. Graham was posted 
at Portalegre, with 20,000 men as a corps 

some ruined buildings near the spot supplied, and by 
means of cables and a net>\vork of strong ropes, secured i 
by straining beamsj fixed in the masonry' on each ride ■ 
of the broken arch. 
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of observation, to protect Hill in Ills expe¬ 
dition from any movement of Sonlt or 
Marmont, 

On the 12th of May Hill moved from 
Almendralejos on his expedition, with 6,000 
men, six twenty-four pounder howitzers, and 
the necessary equipment of stores. On reach¬ 
ing (May 16tli} tlie pass of Miravete, finding 
it strongly fortified, and protected by the 
neighbouring castle, which was situated in 
the highest part of the gorge of the moun¬ 
tains, and tlie pass being the only route 
practicable for the passage of artillery, di¬ 
viding his force into two columns, he in¬ 
structed general Chowne to make a false 
attack with one on the castle, while he ad¬ 
vanced with the otlier down the steep and 
I ragged mountain tract leading through the 
village of Romangorda. In a night march 
he advanced towards the pontoon-bridge, 
and soon after daybreak, halting in a con- 
j eealed position, about eight o'clock the 50th 
and a wing of the 71st rushed forward from 
the cover of a hill with the bayonet, and, 
with a loud shout, planted their ladders. 
Though assailed with a heavy discharge of 
small arms and artillery by the gaiTison, 

' supported by a flank fire from fort Ragusa 
1 on the opposite bank of the river, they es- 
caladed fort Napoleon, and, driving their 
opponents before them' at the point of the 
! bayonet, entered the tSte-du-pont or bridge¬ 
head with tlie fug;itive3. The guns of fort 
Napoleon being turned on fort Ragusa, the 
governor and garrison, after firing a few 
rounds, took to flight. Besides a consider¬ 
able number of killed and wounded, the 
enemy lost 250 prisoners. On the part of 
the English only 32 were killed and 144 
wounded. Had it not been for the false re¬ 
port of Erakine—who, somehow or other, 
was a fitrauge marplot in all transactions in 

* The duke haa been subjected to much censure 
and nnimadversion for not having attacked Marmont 
at thia time; his letter to the earl of Bathurst, dated 
near Salamanca, July 21 st, is a sufficient answer to 
his impugners;—I have in variably been of opinion, 
unless forced to fight a battle, it is better that one 
should not be fought by the allied army, unless 
under such favourable circumstances as that there 
would be room to hope that the allied army should 
be able to maintain the field, while that of the 
enemy should not. Your lordship will have seen by 
the return of the two armies, that we have no supe¬ 
riority of numbers even over that single army imme¬ 
diately opposed to mi indeed, 1 believe that the 
French army is of the tw'o the strongest, and it is 
certainly equipped with a profusion of artillery 
double ours in number, and of larger cafibres* * It, 
therefore, cannot be attacked in a chosen position 


which he was concerned—that Soult was in 
Estremadura, Hill would have assaulted the 
castle. Having destroyed the bridge and [ 
forts, with all the stores and magazines, the 
English general retired to Merida, and thus 
frustrated Soult's and Marmont's intention 
to intercept him. On the 11th of July, the 
garrison of Miravete being relieved by Mar- 
mont, on the retreat of that marshal the 
castle was blown up, and thus the pass was 
left open, and lord Wellington's wishes fully 
realized. 

Wellington having now completed his 
field magazines, secured bis right flank by 
Hill's destruction of the pontoon-bridge at 
Almarez, and obtained the means of a short 
and easy communication with that general, 
on the 13th of June, determined to reap 
those fruits for the enjoyment of which his 
reduction of Ciudad Rodrigo and Badajos 
opened a fair and promising prospect, crossed 
the Agueda with an army of 35,000 infantry, 
and 2,500 eavaliy, plunged into the heart of 
Spain, and commenced that campaign which 
has immortalized his name. The first col¬ 
lision with the enemy took place on the 
16thj near the Valtnusa rivnlet, distant 
about six miles from Salamanca. On the 
occurrence of this cavahy skfrmish, the 
French evacuated Salamanca, leaving a 
garrison of 800 men in the three forts 
of San Vieente, Cayetano, and La Merced, 
which had been constructed and fortified for 
the defence of Salamanca, now converted 
into a depdt for the army of Portugal.* On 
the 17tli the English army crossed the 
Tormes by tlie fords of El Campo and San 
Martha, above and below the bridge which 
was in occupation of the enemy, and en- i 
tered Salamanca, being greeted by the in¬ 
habitants with universal acclamations, and 
all that vehemence of enthusiasm which is 

without cuusiderable loss un our side. To this cir¬ 
cumstance add, that I nm quite certain that Marmont's 
army is to be joined by the king's army, which will 
be 10,000 or 1*2,000 men, with a large proportion of 
cavalry, and that troops are still expected from the 
army of the north, and some are ordered from that 
of the south; and it will be seen, that I ought to 
consider it almost impossible to remain in Castile 
after an action, the circumstances of which should 
not have been so advantageous as to have left the 
allied army in a situation of comparative strength, | 
while that of the enemy should have been much | 
weakened. I have therefore determined to cross the | 
Tormes if the enemy should ; to cover Salamanca as , 
long as 1 can, and above all, not to give up cemmu- i 
nication with Ciudad Rodrigo, and not to fight an 
action unless under very advantageous circumstances, 
or that it shall become absolutely necessar}’." 
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I peculiar to a soatlieru temperament. Im¬ 
mediately the sixth divisiouj under Clinton^ 
invested'the forts^ and the main body took 
up a position on the heights of San Cliris- 
tovalj which extend about foot miles in front 
of Salamanca, and about three miles distant 
from that city, the Tormes sweeping round 
its reverse and touching both its flunks. An 
advanced guard followed jHarmont, who had 
withdrawn! to the heights of Aldea Rubia, 
about six miles in the rear of his original 
position. 

The siege of the forts now proceeded with 
vigour. On the night of the second day 
after the investment,. San Cayetano was at¬ 
tempted to be esealaded, but the storming 
party was repulsed with the loss of 120 killed 
and wounded, among the latter of which was 
general Bowes. On the 20th, Mannont ad¬ 
vancing for tlie purpose of drawing off the 
garrisons of the forts, the British army 
formed in order of battle on the summit of 
San Christoval. After a heavy discharge of 
shells, and a brisk cannonade, the Freneli 
mai'sbal having, by an impetuous assault, 
possessed binisdf of the village of Morisco, 
wdiicb lay at the foot of San Christoval, took 
up a position on the plain, in front of the 
English army, and just out of gun-shot. 
During the following day, though both ar¬ 
mies were in presence of each other, no 
other movement took place than the recap¬ 
ture of Morisco; but Marmont having, in * 
the course of the night, occupied an emi¬ 
nence which overlooked the right flank of 
the allies, on the following morning he was 
dislodged by tlie 58th and 61st with con¬ 
siderable loss, Eai'ly in the morning of the 
24th, in the midst of a heavy.fog, 12,000 
infantry and 14 squadrons of cavalry crossed 
the Tormes, at the ford of Huerta, and at¬ 
tacked Bock, who had been posted on the 
other side of that river, to watch that ford, 
for the purpose of covering Salamanca, As 
the fog cleared off, Bock being obseiwed to 
I be retreating in excellent order, Graham 
was detached to his assistance, with two 
divisions and Le Marchant's brigade of 
cavalry, while Wellington concentrated the 

I • Here wine was so plentiful, that it was cHflieult 
' to keep the soldiers sober. The wine-caves, natural, 

I and cut in the rock below llueda, were so immense, 

, and so well stocked, that the drunkards of tiie two 
armies failed to make any sensible diminution in the 
quantity* Many men on both sides perished in a 
state of drunkenness in that labyrinlh. Here also 
recurred one of ihose recognitions of military pro¬ 
priety that tend to mitigate the severity of war, 
j During the continuance ox the hostile ai'Uiies in this 
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main body of tiie army between Morisco and 
CabrerijoSj in rcadiucss to avail himself of 
any false movement of his rival* “ The ap¬ 
parition of Wellington's skilful disposition" 

—-Graham ranged in order of battle, Wel¬ 
lington's columns clustering on the heights 
above the fords of Santa IMartha, and the 
light division at Aldea Lengiia—caused the 
French marshal hastily to face about, and 
repass the Tormes* I 

Ou the 26th, ammunition being brought 
up from Almeida, the batteries comiiisnced 
tiring witli red hot shot, and on the follow¬ 
ing day, San Yicente being in flames, and 
a breach effected in Cayetano, a white flog 
was hoisfced on the first-mentioned redoubt, j 
but as it w^as evident tlnit the commandant | 
wished to gain time, on his non-compliance , 
with the English general's proffer, of tivc , 
minutes for consideration, San Cayetano was j 
ordered to be stormed, and La Pierced ! 
escaladed, and both attacks being success¬ 
ful, the commandant of San ^^icellte sur¬ 
rendered : 700 prisoners, and a vast quantity 
of stores fell into the hands of the captors, 
who immediately destroyed the forts. The 
loss of the English since the passage of the 
Tormes, luui been 36 officers and 450 men. 

On the night of the surrender of the 
forts, Marmont, who had continued ma¬ 
noeuvring in front of Salamanca, iu hopes 
of drawing off the gaiTisons of the forts, 
set fire to Morisco and the neighbouring 
villages, burning all the corn, both standing 
and housed, in the neighbourhood, and 
plundering the inhabitants, retreated by 
Toro and Tordesillas, on the Douro. He 
was closely followed by AYcllington, who, on 
the 2iid of July, came up with his rear¬ 
guard, and drove it across tlie river with 
loss. On the 3rd of July the hostile aimies 
were in presence of each other, Marmont 
concentrated his forces on the opposite bank 
to dispute the passage ; and Wellington 
occupied Ilueda,* in force, on the other 
bank of the river* The intervening period, 
from the 3rd to the 15th, w^as marked by | 
few elianges of position. On the 16th the 
French gencml concentrated liia forces be- 

position, the sxjidiers of both sides passing the Douro 
in groups, held amicable intercourse. In the retreat 
froni Burgos, a repetition of the scene which took place 
at Itueda, occurred at Torquemada. The immense j 
TVell-storcd wane vaults there were plundered ,* twelve 
thousand men of the allied army were lying at one 
time iu the streets and houses, in a state of helpless ^ 
drunken ness; and on Souham's occupation of that 
town, the drunkards of the French army more than ! 

1 numbered that of the English. 
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tween Toro and San Eoman, and having 
repaired the bridge of Toro, passed over 
I Bonet^s division, in the hopes of occasion- 
, ing an alteration in Wellington's move¬ 
ments, by forcing him back from the line of 
the Douro, and thus intercepting his com¬ 
munication witli Salamanca and Ciudad 
Eodrigo ; but the English general replied 
to the ruse by making a feigned advance on 
Toro, while he prepared to take up a position 
on the Guarena, a tributary stream of the 
Douro. With this view, sir Stapleton Cot¬ 
ton was posted, with the fourth and light 
divisions, and a brigade of cavalry, at Cas- 
trejon, on tlie Trebancos, to favour the 
concentration of tlie British forces. At the 
dawn of the morning of the 18th, those 
troops were vigorously attacked by the whole 
French array; Marmont having, by a forced 
march of 40 miles, reached Tordesillas on 
the 17th, Cotton maintained his position 
from daylight till seven o'clock, when lord 
Wellington arriving on the ground, the 
troops were withdrawn, and retired in per¬ 
fect order to the main body on the Guarena. 
While observing the enemy's movements in 
this affair, the English commander-in-chief 
was surrounded by the French cavalry, who 
had been allowed to approach, from the 
supposition that they were deserters. The 
whole mass, friends and foes, were mixed 
in the met^e^ and went like a whirlwind to 
the foot of the height, bearing among them 
the English general and his staff, who, with 
drawn swords, extricated themselves with 
difficulty. In this affair the loss of the 
Frencli was 240 prisoners, and 400 killed; 
that of the allies amounted to 550. 

The French army now crossed the Gua- 
rena a little below the junction of the four 
streams which form that river, and advanced 
to Castillos, with the intent to turn the left 
I of the allies in the command of the Sala¬ 
manca road; but Cole, at tbe bead of the 
27th and 4Dth regiments, supported by a 
brigade of Portuguese, advanced against 
I them with the bayonet, and took 300 pri- 
I soners, including a general, and a piece of 
artillery. The loss on the aide of the allies 
was 100 killed, 400 wounded, and 50 pri- 1 
soners. 

The 19th and 20th were passed in coun¬ 
termarches and manoeuvres in parallel or 
corresponding ridges of country, each chief 
endeavouring to outflank the other, and . 
each watching a favourable moment to 
attack* To reach a point was Marmont's • 
object; to intercept him was that of Wel- 
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lington. During these manceuvres, each 
hour wore away in the belief that the suc¬ 
ceeding one would usher in a conflict. A 
battle iu the plain of Yalesa was considered 
ineritable. As the dread note of artillery 
resounded among the hills, as circumstances 
were favourable for its play, each host pre¬ 
pared to form into line. But though the 
line of march of both aimiies ^ras within 
half-cannon-shot range, often half-musket- 
shot, of each other, and was at times on au 
open plain, the discharge of a few cannon- 
shots alone inten'upted the stillness of tlie 
scene, according as the diversities of ground 
or other accident afforded either party an 
advantage, or an occasional fusilade brought 
tbe light troops, or the stragglers of both 
armies into collision, in their contests for 
the plunder of tlie villages that lay in the 
intermediate space between the parallel lines 
of march of the hostile hosts. As the valley 
began to widen, on tbe 21st the enemy took 
the route to the left, while the allies marched ^ 
direct to San Christoval, During the last 
day of the hostile exhibition of one of tbe 
finest displays of military tactics ever ex¬ 
hibited—two hostile hosts, consisting ol 
near 100,000 men, in the immediate pre¬ 
sence of each other, so skilfully manoeuvred 
hy their respective leaders, as to afford no 
opportunity to each other of a favourable 
result from a collision, neither general fur¬ 
nishing an opportunity for a partial attack— 
the oflicera of both armies exchanged cour¬ 
tesies and recognitions with hand and hat, 
pointing onwai‘ds with their swords, as if to 
urge each other to the common goal, for the 
exhibition of their courage and military skill 
and rivalry. In the course of the operations 
of these manoeuvres, the loss of each side by 
the sword and casualties was about 1,000 
men. 

The preceding sketch of the series of mas¬ 
terly manoeuvres exhibited by the contending 
generals of the liostile armies is admirably ; 
detailed in the despatch of the English 
general, officially addressed to earl Bathurst, 
foreign secretary of state; it is as remark- 
able for its candour and truthfulness of ' 
narration as it is perspicuous, precise, and 
exact. 

Cabrerizos, near Salamanca, 

“ 21st July, 1812. 

My Lord, —Tn the course of the 16th 
the enemy moved all their troops to the 
right of their position on the Douro, and 
their array was concentrated between Toro 
and San Homan. A considerable party 
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passed the Douro at Toro, on the evening 
of the 16th; and I moved the allied armj 
to their left on that night, with an intention 
to concentrate on the Guareha, 

It was totally out of power to pre¬ 

vent the enemy fipom passing the Douro at 
any point at which he might think it expedi¬ 
ent, as he had in his possession all the 
bridges over that river, and many of the 
fords; but he lecrossed that river at Toro 
on the night of the 16th, moved his whole 
army to Tordesillas, where he again crossed 
the Douro on the morning of the 17th, and 
assembled his army on that day at La Nava 
del Rey; having marched not less than ten 
leagues in the course of the 17th, 

“The 4th and light divisions of infan¬ 
try, and major-general Anson's brigade of 
cavalry, had inarched to Castrejon on the 
night of the 16th, with a view to the assem¬ 
bly of the army on the Guareha, and were 
at Castrejon under the orders of lieutenant- 
general air Stapleton Cotton on the 17th, 
not having been ordered to proceed further, 
in consequence of my knowledge that the 
enemy had not passed the Douro at Toro, 
and there was not time to call them in be¬ 
tween the hour at which I received the 
intelligence of the whole of the enemy's 
army being at La Nava, and daylight of 
the morning of the 18th, I therefore took 
measures to provide for their retreat and 
junction, by moving the 5th division to 
Torrecilla de laOrden; and major-general 
Le Marchaut's, major-general Alton's, and 
major-general Bock's, brigades of cavalry, to 
Alaejos, 

“ The enemy attacked the troops at Cas¬ 
trejon at the dawn of the day of the 18th, 
and sir Stapleton Cotton maintained the 
post, without suffering any loss, till the 
cavalry had joined him. Nearly about the 
same time the enemy turned, by Alaejos, the 
left flank of onr position at Castrejon. 

“ The troops retired in admirable order to 
Torrecilla de la Orden, having the enemy's 
whole army on their flank, or in their rear, 
and thence to the Guarena, which river they 
passed under the same circumstances, and 
effected their junction with the army. 

“The Guarcna, which runs into the 
Douro, is formed by four streams, which 
unite about a league below Canizal, and the 
enemy took a strong position on the heights 
on the right of that river; and I placed the 
5th, 4thj and light divisions on the opposite 
heights, and had directed the remainder of 

' the army to cross the upper Guareha at Val- 
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lesa, in consequence of the appearance of 
the enemy's intention to turn onr right. 

“Shortly after his arrival, liowever, the 
enemy crossed the Guareha at Castrello, 
below the junction of the streams; and 
manifested an intention to press upon our 
left, and to enter the valley of CaSizal. 
Major-general Alton's brigade of cavalry, 
supported by the 3rd dragoons, were al¬ 
ready engaged with the enemy's cavalry, 
and had taken, among other prisoners, the 
French general Carrie; and I desired lieu¬ 
tenant-general the hon. L. Cole to attack, 
with major-general William Anson's, and 
brigadier-general Harvey's brigades of in¬ 
fantry (the latter under the command of 
colonel Stubbs) the enemy's infantry, which 
were supporting their cavalry. He immedi¬ 
ately attacked and defeated them with the 
27th and 40th regiments, which advanced to 
the charge with bayonets, colonel Stubb's 
Portuguese brigade supporting, and the 
enemy gave way; mauy were killed and 
wounded; and major-general Alton's brigade 
of cavalry having pursued the fugitives, 240 
prisoners were taken. 

“ In these affairs, lieutenant-general the 
honourable L. Cole, major-general V. Alien, 
mujor-general W. Anson, lieutenant-colonels 
Arentchildt of tlie 1st hussars, and Heivey 
of the 14th light dragoons; lieutenant-colo¬ 
nel Maclean of tlie 27th, and major Arch- 
dall of the 40th ; colonel Stubbs, lieutenant- 
colonel Anderson, commanding the 11th, 
and major de Azeredo, commanding the 
23rd Portuguese regiments, distinguished 
themselves. 

The enemy did not make any further 
attempt on our left, but having reinforced 
their troops on that side, and withdrawn 
those which had moved to their left, I 
brought back ours from Vallesa. 

On the 19th, in the afternoon, the 
enemy withdrew all their troops from their 
right, and marched to their left by Tarazoua, 
apparently with an intention of turning our 
right. I crossed the Upper Guarena at 
Vallesa and El Olmo, with the whole of the 
allied army, in the course of that evening 
and night ; and every preparation was made 
for the action which was expected on the 
plain of Valleaa on the morning of the 20tli, ; 
But shortly after daylight the enemy made 
another movement, in several columns, to 
his left along the heights of the Guareha, 
which river he crossed below Cantalapiedra, 
and encamped last night at Babila-fuente 

1 and Yilloruela; and the allied army made a , 
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corresponding moTement to its right to 
CaBtaipino, and encamped last night at 
Cabeza TeUosaj the 6th division and major- 
geaeral Alten's brigade of cavalry being 
upon the Tormes at Aides Lengua. During 
these movements^ there have been occasional 
cannonades, but without loss on our side. 

I have this morning moved the left of 
the army to the Tormes, where the whole 
are now concentrated; and I observe that 
the enemy have also moved towards the 
same river near Huerta, The enemy's ob¬ 
ject hitherto has been to cut off my commn- 
nication with Salamanca and Ciudad Hodrigo, 
the want of which, he knows well, would 
distress us very materially. The wheat 
harvest has not yet been reaped in Castile, 
and even if we had money, we could not now 
procure anything from the country, unless 
we should follow the example of the enemy, 
and lay waste whole districts, in order to 
procure a scanty subsistence of unripe wheat 
for the troops. 

It would answer no purpose to attempt 
to retaliate upon the enemy, even if it were 
practicable. The French armies in Spain 
have never had any secure communication 
beyond the ground which they occupy; and 
provided the enemy opposed to them is not 


* too strong for them, they are indifferent in 
respect to the quarter from which their 
operations are directed, or on which side 
they carry them on. 

The army of Portugal has been sur¬ 
rounded for the last six weeks, and scarcely 
even a letter reaches its commander; but 
the system of organised rapine and plunder, 
and the extraordioaiy discipline so long 
established in the French armies, enable it 
to subsist at the expense of the total ruin of 
the country in which it has been placed; 
and I am not certain that marshal Marmont 
has not now at his command a greater 
quantity of provisions and supplies of every 
description than we have. Any movement 
upon his flank, therefore, would only tend 
to augment the embarrassments of our own 
situation, while it would have no effect 
whatever upon that of the enemy; even if 
such a movement could have been made 
^vith advantage as an operation purely mili¬ 
tary ; this, however, was not the case, and 
when the French attempted to turn our 
right, I had the choice only of marching 
towards Salamanca, or of attacking the 
enemy in a position highly advantageous to 
him, which, for several reasons, I did not 
think expedieut/' ^ ^ 


BATTLE OF SALAMANCA. 


The two hostile generals having exhausted 
all their skill in the series of manoeuvres 
during tlie past week; tlie one to maintain 
himself till he had been joined by his ex¬ 
pected reinforcements; and thq other to 
cover Salamanca, at length came to a stand¬ 
still, neither having been able to obtain 
the 'vantage ground" favourable for battle, 
to tbe prejudice of his opponent. 

On the morning of the 21st July, the 
English army was concentrated in its old 
position of San Christoval; Marmont on the 
evening of the same day, having garrisoned 
the castle of Alba, which had in a panic 
been abandoned by the Spaniards, crossed 
the Tormes between the fords of Alba and 
Huerta, and occupied the hamlets of Cal- 
varassa de Anba, and the adjoining heights 
of Lapena, for the purpose of gaining the 
road to Ciudad Eodrigo. To counteract his 
intention, lord Wellington, leaving the third 
division, and D'Urban's Portuguese cavalry, 
intrenched at Cabrerizos, on the right bank 
of the Tormes, to watch the corps of the 


enemy posted on the heights of Babilafuente, j 
as also to retai^d the progress of Marmont 
sliould he cross the river in the course ot 
the night, made a correspondent flank move¬ 
ment, and crossing the river late in the 
evening of the same day, by tlie bridge of 
Salamanca and the Santa Martha and ^dea 
Lengiia fords, placed his array on the chain 
of hills near the Arapiles. Before tbe last 
of the columns had passed the fords, night 
came on with unusual darkness; for a tem¬ 
pest, that common herald and usual precur¬ 
sor of the Peninsular battles, was gathering. 

A dreadful storm of thunder and lightning, 
with heavy rain, ensued; crash succeeded 
crash, the lightning glared in sheets of vivid 
flashes, and the rain poured down in tor¬ 
rents. One flash killed several men and 
horses of Marchant's brigade, near Santa I 
Martha; and hundreds of the horses, terri¬ 
fied by the storm, broke away from their < 
picketings; above thirty escaped into the I 
enemy's lines. The dispersion of the troop¬ 
ers in their endeavour to retake their horses, 
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and the scared cattle^ galloping about in a 
state of ’vvilduess and confusion, mcreasecl 
the awful effect of the elemental strife* 
Before daylight of tlie 22nd, the hostile 
armies moved into position; the allied army 
appuying its right on the larger and nearer 
Arapile, its left extending to the Tormes, 
below Santa Martha, and Jiaving its cavalry 
posted in front of Cavariza de Abaxo* The 
enemy was in position in front, on the 
heights of Lapcna, covered by the thick 
wood of Calvarassa de Ariba. In taking up 
their positious, both generals had overlooked 

1 the advantage the two steep and rugged 

1 hills—which on account of tlieir perfect 
symmetrical resemblance, were called Dos 
Arapiles, (the two Arapiles}^—presented, 
and which lay about half cannon shot from 
each army. But lord Wellington being 
informed that a column of the enemy was 
rapidly advancing towards them, despatched 

1 the 7tli ca^^adores to seize the more distant 
and stronger of them, which the French 
perceiving, the column rapidly broke, and 
with a rush seized the liilL In their at¬ 
tempts on the larger Arapde, they were 
less fortunate. This, in spite of all theii* 

' efforts, was seized and retained by the Eng- : 
lish. Soon afterwards, the 7th division and 
the 4th ca^adores, attacked the heights of 
Lapeha, and succeeded in obtaining posses¬ 
sion of one half of them. At the same 
^ time, lord Wellington, judging from Mar- 
^ months movements that liis intentions were 

1 1 on the left of the Tormes, ordered the 3rd 

1 division and the Portuguese cavalry from the 
right bank of the river, to take post belnnd 
A Idea Tejada, which gave the allies the 
command of the Ciudad Rodrigo road. 

1 About noon Marinont made a demon¬ 

stration, by marching a force to the right, 
and forming columns of attack opposite the 
5th division, as if his design was to attack 
the allied left; but lord Wellington, on re- 

* “ An error of one of their generals gave him 
the opportunity he ilesired, availing himself of which, 

1 he fell upon them like a tliunderbolt ; and the issue 

' of the attsck was as deeided a rout upon the part of 

1 the French, as was, perhaps, ever experienced by 

any army. Their broken and discomfited masses, 

1 Bwept away before our victorious troops, were ]>re- 
1 ! cipitated upon the Tormes, in crossing which many 

1 were drowned. Had it not been for the protection 

afibrded them by the night immediately coming on 
—for it w’as four in the evening before the action 
coinmeneed^—few of them could have escaped. As 
it ivas, although prevented following up the victory 
to the full extent, the trophies of the day were two 
eagles, twelve pieces of cannon, and 10,000 piis- 
oners. It has been said, how far with truth Uie 
. editor is not aware, that the duke of Wellington has 
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counoitriiig the mantBu\^e, being satisfied ^ 
that no real attack was designed ia that 
quarter, galloped hack to the right. In the 
interval, a sharp cannonade was exchanged 
from the Arapile hills, on which the two 
hostile generals had taken their positions, 
each eagerly looking' out for the moment 
when a false step of his opponent should 
invite liim to pounce upon his quarry* Both 
Wellington and Marmont were at this mo¬ 
ment masters of their respective Lines of 
communication, free to accept or decline 
battle as they chose* 

The third division, and D^Urban^s cavalry, 
being concealed by the nature of the ground, 
occasioned an apparent interval of near two 
.miles between the actual and apparent right 
of the allied position. Marinont, deceived 
by this ilkisioii, as also by the movement of 
the baggage of the allied army towards the 
Rodrigo road, ordered about three o'clock 
Thomiere's division, with his light cavalry 
and fifty guns, to outflank the allied right 
and cut off its retreat, by interposing his 
force between the allies and the Rodrigo 
road. Under cover of a heavy cannonade, 
Thomierc advanced, and at the same time 
Marmont hastened the march of his other 
divisions, intending to fall on his adversary 
the moment he should move against Tho- 
miere, for he was in total ignorance of the 
English position at Aldea Tejada, 

The extension of the French left being 
observed by a staff officer, was reported 
about tlrree o'clock to lord Wellington, who, 
satisfying himself of the error, made inline- 
diate dispositions for the attack.* Suddenly 
the mass which covered the greater Arapile ; 
rushed down the interior slope of the hill, 
and entered the hollow beueath, amidst a 
storm of grape and bullets, which seemed 
to tear away the whole surface of the eartli 
over which they moved* Instantly their 
formation was effected* Packenham's divi- 
been heard to express himself to this effect,—* that 
if required to particularize any of the battles m 
which he coimnatided for the purpose, that Sala¬ 
manca Is the one on which he would be best con- i 
tented to rest his reputation as a general*' When 
we consider the infinite skill with w'hich, during the l 
previous operations, he outmanoeuvred his opponents, . 
rendering their superiority of numbers of no avail, 
the eagle-eyed eagacily that saw the error of the 
French commander, and the promptness and decision 
with which he turned it to his purpose, ending, as it 1 
tlid, in the total discomfiture and rout of the enemy, 
it is by no means improbable that such is his opinion, 
nllhough it may never have been so openly expressed* 

On comparing it even with the most brilJiant of his 
other victories, such, no doubt, will be the opinion 
of most military men.”— Mackie, 
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sioii (the third), and D^Urban^s cavalry, 
formed the right of the line^ Cole and 
Leith's dmsions {4th and 5th), and Brad-^ 
ford's Portuguese brigade, the centre; sup¬ 
ported by Clinton and Hope's divisions (6th 
and 7th), in the second line. The 1st and 
light divisions, under Campbell and Alton, 
with Pack's Portuguese brigade, were in 
reserve on the higher ground, behind the 
greater Arapile liill. The heavy cavalry 
brigade, under Cotton, was posted chiefly 
on the right of the first line, and the light 
cavalry in the second. The guards occupied 
the village of Ampiles. By this change of 
position the allied army was placed nearly 
perpendicular to its original position, its left 
occupying the near peak of the greater Ara¬ 
pile, and its right extending to Aldca Tejada, 
and thus that which was tlie rear became 
the front. 

This formation having been effected, Pack- 
enham, supported by D'Urbaffs cavalry, two 
squadrons of the 14tb light dragoons* with 
two brigades of artillery, moved on the ene¬ 
my's left at a rapid pace; while the 4th and 
5th divisions, supported by the 6th and 7th, 
and the heavy and light cavalry, proceeded 
to the attack of the hostile force in the centre 
and front; at the same time Pack's Portu¬ 
guese brigade advanced against the lesser 
Arapile, with orders to assail it at the mo¬ 
ment the British centre line should pass it. 

About five o'clock, Packenham, rapidly 
ascending the ridge on which the French 
left was posted, his division deploying from 
column into line as they advanced, fell upon 
Tliomiere's flank, and though a furious can¬ 
nonade threw sliowers of grape and bullets 
on them, the half-formed lines of the enemy 
were soon broke into fragments and didven 
in confusion on the advancing supports. On 
cresting the wooded heights, the main body 
of the enemy was seen drawm up in con¬ 
tinuous supporting squares, with the front 
ranks kneeling. Nearly at the same moment 
the French squares and the British line 
delivered their volleys, when the latter rush¬ 
ing forw^ard with levelled bayonets, broke 
tlie squares, drove the discomfited French¬ 
men headlong down the opposite slope, and 
pursued them from one height to another, 
until they had made 8,000 prisoners, and 
captured two eagles. On a sudden an im¬ 
penetrable cloud of dust arose, when Mar- 
chant's heavy brigade, consisting of the 3rd 
and 4tli dragoons, and the 5th dragoon 
guards, flanked by Anson's light cavalry, 
burst from it. These gallant horsemen. 


sabring all that opposed them, rushed 
against three battalions of the French 66t!i, 
formed in six supporting lines to check their 
progress, and aflbrd time for the broken 
divisions to reorganize, scattered them as 
chafl’ before the wind. Le Marcliant fell, 
but still his gallant horsemen, galloping for¬ 
ward, ehai^ged a brigade under a forest of 
ilex trees, and captured five guns. But their 
formation having been much disordered by 
the nature of the ground over wliich they 
charged, their loss in this daring exploit was 
so severe, that of the three regiments, con¬ 
sisting of 1,000 men, tliat had entered the 
field, only three squadrons could be formed 
of the survivors on the evening of this glo¬ 
rious day. Tims, in less than lialf an hour, 
the French left was broken and routed, and 
no longer existed as a constituent part of 
the hostile army. Thomiere was slain; and 
Marmont, in the act of hurrying forward to 
his ill-fated left, had his arm broken, and two 
deep wounds inflicted in his side, by the explo¬ 
sion of a shell. On the occurrence of this acci¬ 
dent, Bonet assumed the command in chief. 

While the ruin of the French left ^vas 
being consummated, the battle was raging 
ill the centre. The divisions of Cole and 
Leith had advanced to the attack of the 
enemy's centre and front, at the same mo¬ 
ment as Packenham marched^ against his 
left, while Pack led his Portuguese brigade 
against the lesser Arapile. Cole and Leith 
attacked the enemy's front with no less 
ardour than his left had beeu by Packenham, 
and driving their opponents fi^om one height 
to another, broke and dispersed his centre. 
Thus, on this part of the line, the fortune of 
the day was adverse to the enemy. During 
these successful operations, Bonet had been 
repulsed in his attack on the village of 
Ai*apiles. 

All, hitherto, imd been propitious to the 
allied arms; but as the fourth division was 
necessarily obliged to lend its flank to the 
enemy posted on the lesser Arapile, and as 
Pack's Portuguese brigade had been repulsed 
from that position, while that division was 
in the act of passing the hill, Bonet, en¬ 
couraged by Pack's failure, and haring been 
reinforced by the fugitives from the left and 
the centre, re-formed bis divisions and ad¬ 
vanced against Cole, while a withering fire 
of grape and musketry was poured in on the 
flank and rear of the 4th division from the 
crest of the lesser Arapile. Cole lay wounded, 
and his division, overpowered by overwhelm¬ 
ing masses, was forced to give way; but being 
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1 iTiii/orced by a brigade^ withdrawn by Beres- 
ford from the second line, which, by a skil¬ 
ful change of front, took the enemy in dank 
with a heavy fire, they drove him backward. 
A brigade of the 6th division at the same 
time carried the lesser Ai'apile. The left 
and the centre of the enemy were now hors 
de combat j but the French right was yet 
imbroken, 

Ciausel, who had now succeeded to tbe 
command in consequence of BonePs haring 
been wounded, rallying the fleeing troops, 
re-formed them in a new position, at right 
angles to their original one. The battle was 
Bow^ restored, and its crisis had arrived i and 
victory hung in the balance. To meet the 
emergency, Wellington ordered the 6th 
division to attack the enemy's re-formed 
fi^ont, while the 1st and the light divisions, 
with two brigades of the 4th, were directed 
to torn his right. The 6th rapidly advanced 
tinder a tempest of grape and bullets. It 
was half-past eight o^clock at night, and 
nearly dark. The glare of light produced 
from the thunder of the artillery, the con¬ 
tinued blaze of musketry, and the lurid 
glare of the burning dried grass, which had 
caught fire from the ignited cartridges, to, 
the extent of a mile, gave to the face of the 
lull a terrific appearance; it was one vast 
sheet of flame; and it appeared as if Clin¬ 
ton's men were attacking a burning moun¬ 
tain, the crater of which ivas defended by a 
barrier of glittering steel. But nothing 
could retard the dauntless 6th division, as 
they advanced with desperate resolution to 
carry the hill. Onward they rushed against 
the enemy Avith the bayonet, and supported 
by the brigades of the 4tli on tbe flank, 
they ascended the crest of the hill, and 
drove the French down the opposite slope 
from their last hold, as a shattered wreck 
borne away by the force of some mighty 
current; and now the hill, which hut a 
moment before was glowing like a furnace, 
suddenly sank into utter darkness. 

The battle being irretrievably lost, Clausel 
rallied the divisions of Foy and Macune on 

1 n rising ground, the first being so placed as 
to command the roads leading to the fords 
of Huerta and Encina, while the latter 
, covered the road to Alba de Tonnes, whither 
' the broken fragments of the army retired 
beliind them in confusion; but under cover 

1 of the woods and the night, a host of the 

1 fugitives, who would otherwise have swelled 
1 the triumph of the victors as prisoners, 
effected their escape. It was now ten o'clock 
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at night; tbe battle, which had lasted seven i 
hours, was ended. At its closing scene, it 
had been confined to a small space, which, 
trampled and blood-stained, gave ample evi¬ 
dence of tlie havoc that had taken place in 
its confined limits. The loss had been great 
on both sides. Above 7,000 of the enemy 
had been killed and wounded, among whom 
were six generals; that of the allies about 
5,600. Of the British, 500 had been killed, 
3,100 wounded, and 101 missing; of the 
Portuguese, 338 killed, 1,648 wounded, and ' 
207 missing; of the Spaniards, two killed 
and four WQtmded. General Marchant was 
killed; and Beresford, Cotton, Leith, Cole, 1 
and Spr}^ Avounded : 7,000 prisoners, two 
eagles, eleven cannon, and a field covered 
Avith the slain and wounded left in possession 
of the victors, attested at once the severity 
of the contest and the splendour of the vlc- 
torv. These were its immediate results; 
its consequential ones Avere the abandon¬ 
ment of Andalusia and the Asturias; the 
raising the siege of Cadiz ; the paralyzing of 
the operations of the enemy; and the shak¬ 
ing the basis of his dominion and influence 
to its very centre throughout the Peninsula. 

Exhausted Avith fatigue from their mighty 
efforts, those portions of the allied force that 
had been actively and unremittingly engaged 
in this magnificent battle, rested on the 
scene of their heroic exploits. 

Among the instances of ' gallantry ex¬ 
hibited at Salamanca, tbe tAvo following 
Avere conspicuous. Captain Brother ton, of 
the 14th light dragoons, having received a 
severe sword wound in his side in a recent 
skii'mish, not being permitted to serve with 
his regiment, in an undress, he joined a 
Portuguese corps, and was a second time 
w^ounded in assaulting the Arapiles* Cap¬ 
tain Mackie, of the 88th, after heading his 
regiment thronghout their advance against 
the foe, joined the heavy cavalry as they 
charged the enemy, and rode through every 
charge. And heroism on that brilliant day, 
to adopt the words of the historian of the 
Avar in the Peuinsula, was not confined to a 
particular service, or even to the sex to 
which gallantry inherently belongs. A man 
of the 43rd, though shot through the mid¬ 
dle, and having lost his shoes in passing the 
marshy streams, refused to quit the fight, 
limping under fire in rear of his regimeut 
with blood streaming from his wound. 
The Avife of colonel Dalbiac, an English 
lady of gentle disposition, possessing a 

very delicate frame, had braved the dangers 
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and endured the privations of two cam¬ 
paigns^ with the patient fortitude that be¬ 
longs only to her sex; and in this battlej 
forgetful of everything but that strong affec¬ 
tion which had so long supported her^ she 
rode deep amidst the enemy^s fire, trem¬ 
bling, yet irresistibly impelled forward by 
feelings more imperious than horrorj more 
piercing than the fear of death.^^ 

Wellington, though much fatigued, plac¬ 
ing himself at the head of the 1st and light 
divisions, and a brigade of cavalry, pro¬ 
ceeded in pursuit of the fleeing foe, and in 
the belief that the castle of Alha de Tormes 
was in possession of the Spaniards, and that 
the French must necessarily retreat by 
Huerta, for EspaSa suppressed the know¬ 
ledge of the fact of its having been aban¬ 
doned by his countrymen, directed his pnr- 
* Though the duke never experienced the perils 
and hair-breadt1v escapes of “ the deadly imminent 
breach,^ his experience of the dangers and hazards 
of war were not few and far between/^ At the bat¬ 
tle of Assaye, while crossing the river Juab, the head 
of his orderly, who was close by his side, was struck 
off by a cannon-ball i he had two horses killed under 
him, one piked, the other shot; and the tree under 
which he stood during the battle, was pierced with 
balls. It is said, on the authority of the Siand^trd 
new'spaper, that in some one of the Indian battles, i 
he received ati injurj^ near the kuee-jomt At the ■ 
battle of Tala Vera, two balls perforated his coat; a , 
spent ball struck him on the shoulder; a branch of 
the tree near which he stood, was struck off just 
above hb head by a canuon-haU; and while recon¬ 
noitring the position of the enemy at the Casa de 
Salinas, he was nearly captured. During the move¬ 
ments of the English and French armies, preceding 
the battle of Salamanca, the duke, irhile observing 
i the enemy^s movements, was surrounded by the 
French cavalry, who had been allowed to approach 
fronj the supposition that they were deserters. Tlie 
whole mass, friends and foes, were mixed together in 
the and went like a w*hiriwiiid to the foot of 

the height, carrying aw'ay the English genei-aland his 
staff, who with drawn swords extricated themseives 
with dilRculty. At the battle of Vittoria, he passed, 
unharmedi ihrough the fire of the French centre, 
bristling with eighty pieces of artillery, In the battle 
of Sorauren, July 28th, 18T3, while he satin obser¬ 
vation on the heights, within close musket-range, a 
ball, w'hich struck the hilt of the breast-plate of the 
marquis of Worcester’s sword, and threw him from 
his horse, glancing off grazed lord Wellington, In 
the course of the evening of the same battle, while 
examining his maps in the neighbourhood of Echel- 
lar, he was so nearly captured by a detachment of the 
enemy, that it w as almost a mirade that he escaped 
the Volley of shot they poured on him while he gal¬ 
loped away. At the battle of Orthes he was struck 
by a spent ball. At the battle of Waterloo the elm 
tree, which w'as in the centre of the British line, and 
under which he took post during part of the battle, 
was pierced with bails. In the advance on Paris, 

' after the battle of Waterloo, the commandant of the 
j citadp] of Cambray having consented to the proffered 
j conditions for the surrender of that important for- 


suit towards the fords of Huerta and Encina, 
A squadron of French dragoons bursting 
hastily from the forest, and after a hurried 
discharge of their arms, fled at full gallop 
towards Huerta, thus confirming lord Wel- 
lington^'s opinion that the retreat was in 
that direction* IFliilc urging on the pur¬ 
suit in the rear of the 43rd regiment, a 
spent bullet perforated the holster of the 
English commander*in-clnef, and slightly 
contused his thigh.* By Espaha^s culpable 
suppression of the fact of the abandonment 
of the castle, the enemy gained Alba, and 
passed the river unmolested: had he given 
timely notice, the English general would at 
once have directed the pursuit upon the rig]it 
track, and no doubt the enemy'would have 
sustained the loss of many more thousands in 
prisoners, or possibly the greater part of the 
tress, the duke being anxious to obtain its immedi¬ 
ate possession, proceeded in person to one of its gates 
to wait until it should be opened. Directing his staff 
to get under shelter in the ditch of an unoccupied 
outwork, he posted himself in a sally-port of the 
glacis. A staff officer, having an important commu¬ 
nication to make, and thinking the duke had entered 
the place, rode towards the gate, and suddenly ap¬ 
proaching the duke, w'hile posted as above described, 
drew the attention of the enemy, who treacherously 
discharged a howitzer, loaded with grape, at that 
point, by which the wall where the duke was stand¬ 
ing was shattered to pieces, and his clothes covered 
with its fragments, in his passage to Lisbon in the 
year 1809, the vessel in w'hich the future hero of the 
Peninsula and Waterloo sailed from Spithead, was 
nearly wrecked on the shoal which runs from St. 
Catherine's Point, and extends to the back of the 
Isle of Wi^ht into the sea. While inspecting the 
troops stationed on the Eois do Boulogne, he was 
several times fired at by assassins. On the occasion 
of a fete to take place in his honour in Paris, it was 
intended to set fire to a quantity of powder concealed 
in the cellar; and, on another occasion, while bis 
carriage entered the gates of his hotel, a pistol was 
fired at him by an assassin of the name of Cantillon, 
to 'whom Buonaparte bequeathed a legacy of 10,000 
francs, in recognition of the deed, and, in his own 
words, the “ right to assassinate that ollgarchisL'* 
What a contrast to this despicable act of the “ great 
and magnanimous Napoleon/' does the duke's con¬ 
duct form, who, to the offer of the conspirators to 
seize Soult and deliver him over to the British, as a 
part of their plan to free themselves from the tyranny 
of Buonaparte, and change the form of government, 
declined ali sanction of the act, adding that “ it 
would be more honourable to the British arms to 
vanquish the enemy in the field, than to accomplish 
his overthrow by the countenance of any such project,” 
His conduct and sentiments on the occasion of gene¬ 
ral Muffling's communicating to him Blucheris pro¬ 
posal, should they capture Buonaparte, to shoot nini 
on the spot where the due d'Enghien was put to death, 
were equally magnanimous—“ Such an act,” said the 
hero, “ would hand our names down in history stained 
by a crime, and posterity would say of us that we were 
not worthy to have been his conquerors”—this was 
true heroism—true magnanimity, 
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fleeirtg host would have been crushed. This 
circumstance, in conjunction with the set¬ 
ting in of the night, was the salvation of 
the remnant of the French army. They 

all agree/^ wrote lord "VVellington, "that if 
we had had another hoards daylight at 
Salamancaj the whole army would have 
been in our hands.’^ Another awkward 
accident happened just at the moment that 
the night pickets were set at Huerta. Sir 
Stapleton Cotton^ who was returning from 
the ford, was shot through the arm by a 
Portuguese sentinel whose challenge he had 
disregarded. 

What the victor himself felt when the 
night closed on hia splendid triumph, may 
be estimated from the graphic words of the 
historian of the War in the Peninsula; 
" I saw him late in the evening, when the 
advancing flashes of the cannon and mus¬ 
ketry, stretching as far as the eye could com¬ 
mand, showed him the field was won. He 
was alone ; the flush of victory was on his 
brow, and his eyes were eager and watch¬ 
ful; but his voice was calm, and even 
gentle. More than the rival of Marl¬ 
borough, since he had defeated greater 
warriors than Marlborough ever encoun¬ 
tered ; with a prescient pride he seemed 
only to accept this glory as an earnest of 
greater things/^ 

On the eve of this battle, the following 
afiFecting scene is detailed, in a commimica- 
tion, entitled, " Becollections in Quarters,^^ 
to the Untied Se^'vice Journal^ as having 
taken place 

^^Ou the eve of the memorable battle of, 
Salamanca, as the camp-fires were slowly dy¬ 
ing out, or flickering, while stirred by some 
sleepless watcher, feeling uo incliuatiou for re¬ 
pose, on account of the sharp, chilly, and moist 
night-air, I wandered for a short distance 
from the camp. The larger stars only were 
visible. The scene was as tranquil as that of 
a church-yard. The piles of arms, the groups 
of men, and the scattered tents were dimly 
blended to my gaze. At this moment a 
murmur fell upon my ear. I approached 
the spot whence the sound proceeded; it 
was of two voices, that of a youth, and that 
of a full grown man. K few steps farther 
brought me in sight of them, I looked on 
them attentively. Two figures were on the 
ground kneeling; an elderly man and a 
youth of sixteen. Their faces were close 
together, their hands elevated in the attitude 
of prayer, and their heads directed upwards. 
Their words now dropped distinctly on 
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my eaiv I recognised the elderly one, a 
most meritorious solcHer, who had risen 
from the ranks to a lieutenancy. Two 
days before, his only son had arrived from 
England, as an ensign in the same corps as 
his father, who was justly proud of bis son, 
a fine promising lad, just from school, and 
from the quiet home of his boyhood, now 
all at once cast into the arena of death. 
Could it be wondered at, that his young 
spirit quailed at the prospect before him, 
when he compared it with all he had left 
behind him iu his native land. That night 
he had withdrawn with his parent into the 
solitude of the encampment, where I beheld 
that father and that son, unseen by them, 
invoking the Father of all at that midnight 
hour. The prayer of the sou was inter¬ 
rupted by many a sob; his fatheria low 
but earnest voice in vain whispered consol¬ 
ation ; the youth felt awfully oppressed by 
the sense of his new and startling position 
in commencing his career. Distinctly I 
heard his young heart unfold all its latent 
apprehensions, and utter all its doubts and 
dismays; and then he sobbed bitterly, 
casting himself in the arms of Ms kneeling 
father, whose voice rose louder as he ap¬ 
pealed to heaven to strengthen and shield 
his boy iu the hour of combat, Down he 
turned his face on his son’s, and kissed 
him, with a low whisper. To that sou tlie 
glory of a soldier’s fame and a soldier’s 
death appeared vain and unemriable; he 
wished to forsake his dismal trade, to pur¬ 
sue a humble and an unaspiring course in 
the midst of civil life, and in the absence of 
pride ; but the old soldier ivould not listen 
to those requests; he did not chide or up¬ 
braid his sou; he kuew that nature was 
strong, and must hold her course, nneon- 
straitied. A long silence ensued, the sobs 
of the youth became less frequent, and at 
length both rose, the one with a lighter and 
a bolder heart, fortified by the spirit which 
had regained the mastery, and by the 
prayers which had not been unheard or un¬ 
heeded. The father placed his arm round 
the neck of the youth, and both walked 
leisurely away. 

" The son did his duty at Salamanca; his 
conduct was especially noticed and ap¬ 
plauded ; he behaved like a young lion, and 
was in the thickest of the death-storm till 
the close of the day. The struggle did not 
end till night came over the field; hut then 
the young hero’s hour was come; it came 
as be was congratulated by a brother officer j 
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on the almost aclxievecl success of the day^ 

I when he fell dead by a musket shot. His 
grieved father sought him among the slaioj 
I and buried him in a lonely grave near the 
spot on which tliey had prayed the previous 
night. From that hour that father pined 
away; he still did liis duties well; death he 
vainly sought in every succeeding action; 
at last the spirit was vanquished, and he 
passed away from among us, unscathed by 
mortal weapon; but his heart pierced by 
tliat wound which baffles mortal skilL^^ 

The clear and unassuming official detail of 
the incidents of this memorable battle, by 
its great actor, is admirably elucidative of 
the preceding narrative :— 

" To carl Bathurst. 

Flores de Avila, 24th July, 1812. 

In my letter of the 21st, I informed 
I your lordship, that both armies were near 
the Tormes; and the enemy crossed that 
river with the gi^eatest part of his troops, in 
the afternoon, by the fords between Alba de 
Tormes an<l Huerta, and moved by their 
left towards the roads leading to Ciudad 
Rodrigo. 

The allied army, with the exception of 
the 3rd division and general B'Urban^s 
cavalry, likewise crossed by the bridge of 
Salamanca, and the fords in the neighbour¬ 
hood ; and I placed the troops in a positioii, 
of which the right'Was upon one of the two 
heights, called Dos Arapiles, and the left on 
the Tormes, below the ford of Santa Martha, 
j The 3rd division, and brigadier-general 
D^Urbau^s cavalry, were left at Cabrerissos, 

I on the right of the Tormes, as tbe enemy 
I had still a large corps at Babilafuente, on 
I the same side of the river; and I considered 
it not improbable that, finding our army pre¬ 
pared for them in tbe morning, on the left 
of the Tormes, they would alter their plan, 
and mauasuvre by the other bank. 

lu the course of the night of the 21st, 

I received intelligence, of the truth of which 
I could not doubt, that general Chaiivel had 
arrived at Folios on the 20th, with the cav- | 
I airy and horse artillery of the army of the 
' north, to join marshal Mannont; and I was 
quite cei1;ain that these troops would join 
liim on the 22nd or 23rd at latest. 

There was no time to be lost therefore; I 
and I determined that, if ch^cumstaiicea 
should not permit me to attack him on the 
22nd, I wmuld move towards Ciudad Rod¬ 
rigo without further loss of time, as the dif¬ 
ference of the numbers of cavalry might 
have made a march of manoeuvre, such as 
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we have had for tbe last four or five days, 
very difficult, and its result doubtful. j 

During the night of the 21st, the enemy 
had taken possession of the village of Cal- f 
varassa de Arriba, and of the heights near ' 
it, called Nuestra SeSora de la Peha, our 
cavalry being in possession of Calvaraasa de 
Abaxo; and shortly after dayliglit, detach¬ 
ments from both armies attempted to obtain 
possession of the more distant from our right 
of the two hills called Dos Arapiles. 

The enemy, however, succeeded; their 
detachments being the strongest, and liav- 
iug been concealed in tbe woods nearer the 
biU than we were; by wdiich success they 
strengthened materially their own position, 
and had in their power increased means of 
annoying ours. 

In the morning the light troops of the 
7th division, and the 4th ca^adores belong¬ 
ing to general Pack's brigade, were engaged 
with the enemy on the height called Nuestra 
SeSora de la Pena, on which height they main¬ 
tained themselves with the enemy through¬ 
out the day. The possession by the enemy, 
however, of the more distant of the Arapiles 
rendered it necessaiy for me to extend tlie 
right of the army e?i polence to the height j 
behind the village of Arapiles, and to occupy 
that village with light infantry; and here 1 
placed the 4th division under the command 
of heutenant-general the bon. L, Cole; and, 
although from the variety of the cnemy^s 
movements, it was difficult to form a satis¬ 
factory judgment of his intentions, I con¬ 
sidered that, upon the whole, his objects were 
upon the left of the Tormes, I therefore , 
ordered major-general the Hon. E. Packeii- 
ham, who commanded the 3rd division, in 
the absence of lieutenant-general Pieton, 
on account of ilbhealth, to move across the 
Tormes with the troops under his command, 
iiicluding brigadier-gener&I D'Urbau^s cav¬ 
alry, and place himself behind Aldea Te¬ 
jada; brigadier-general Bradford's brigade 
of Portuguese infantry, and Don Carlos de 
Espaha's infantry having been moved up ! 
likewise to the neighbourhood of Los Torres, 
between the 3rd and 4th divisions. 

After a variety of evolutions and move¬ 
ments, the enemy appeared to have deter- i 
mined upon his plan about two in the after- 
noon; and, under cover of a very heavy | 
cannonade, which, however, did us but very 
little damage, he extended his left, and 
moved forward his troops, apparently with 
an intention to embrace, by the position of | 
ilia troops, and by his fire, our post on that 
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of the two Arapiles which we possessed; 
and froTii thence to attaek and break our 
linej oi\ at all eventSj to render difficult any 
movement of ours to our right. 

^'The extension of his line to his left^ 
however, and its advance upon our right, 
notwithstanding that its troops still occu¬ 
pied very strong ground, and his position 
was well defended by cannon, gave me an 
opportunity of attacking him, for which I 
had long been anxious. I reinforced our 
right with the 5th division, under lieu¬ 
tenant-general Leith, which I placed behind 
the village of Arapilea, on the right of the 
4th division, and with the 6th and 7th 
divisions in reserve; and as soon as these 
troops had taken their station, I ordered 
major-general the Hon. E. Packenham to 
move forward with the 3rd division, and 
general D'Urban^s cavalry, and two squad¬ 
rons of the 14th light dragroons, under 
lieutenant-colonel Harvey, in four columns, 
to turn the enemy's left on the heights; 
while brigadier-general Bradford's brigade, 
the 5 th division, under lieutenant-general 
Leith, the 4th division, under lieutenant- 
general the Hon. L. -Cole, and the cavalry, 
under lieutenant-general sir Stapleton Cot¬ 
ton, should attack them in front, supported 
in reserve by the 6th division, under major- 
geneml Clinton, the 7th under major- 
general Hope, and don Carlos de EspaEa's 
Spanish division; and brigadier-general 
Pack should support the left of the 4th 
division, by attacking that of the Dos Ara- 
pileSj w'hicli the enemy held* The 1st and 
light divisions occupied the ground on the 
left, and were in rosen^e* 

The attack upon the enemy's left was 
made in the manner above described, and 
I completely succeeded. Major-general the 
I hon. E. Packenliam formed the 3rd division 
across the enemy's flank, and overthrew 
every thing opposed to him. These troops 
I were supported, in the most gallant style, 
by the Portuguese cavalry, under brigadier- 
general D'Urban, and lieutenant-colonel 
Harvey’s squadrons of tbc 14th, who auc- 
eessfuUy defeated every attempt made by 
the enemy on the flank of the 3rd division. 

* Brigadier-general Bradford's brigade, 
the 5th and 4th dirisions, and the cavalry, 
under lieutenant-general sir Stapleton Cot¬ 
ton, attacked the enemy in front, and drove 
his troops before them from one height to 
I another, bringing forward their right, so as 
I to acquire strength upon the enemy's flank, 
in proportion to the advance. Brigadier- 
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general Pack made a very gallant attack 
upon the Arapiles, in which, however, he i 
did not succeed, excepting in dividing the ! 
attention of the enemy's corps, placed upon 
it, from the troops under the command of ; i 
lieutenant-general Cole, in his advance. I 

^^The cavalry, under lieutenant-general ' 

sir Stapleton Cotton, made a most gallant 
and successful charge against a body of the 
enemy's infantiy, wliicli they overthrew and 
cut to pieces. In this charge major-general 
Le Marchant was killed at the head of his 
brigade; and I have to regret the loss of a I 
most able officer. 

After the crest of the height was car¬ 
ried, one division of the enemy's infantry 
made a stand against the 4 th division, which, I 
after a severe contest, was ubiiged to give , 
way, in consequence of the enemy having 
thrown some troops on the left of the 4th 
dirision, after the failure of brigadier-gene- ^ 
ral Pack's attack upon the Arapiles, and 
lieutenant-general the honourable L, Cole 
having been wounded. Marslial sir W. 
Beresford, who happened to be upon the 
spot, dhected hrigadier-general Spry's bri¬ 
gade of the 5th division, which was in the 
second line, to change its fi'ont, and to bidng 
its fire on the flank of the enemy's division; 
and, I am sorry to add that, while engaged 
in this service, lie received a wound winch I 
am apprehensive will deprive me of the 
benefit of his counsel and assistance for ' 
some time* Nearly about the same time 
lieutenant-general Leith received a wound j 
which unfortunately obliged him to quit the * 
field* I ordered up the 6th dirision, under , 
major-general Clinton, to relieve the 4th, i 
and the battle ivas soon restored to its 
former success. I 

The enemy's right, however, reinforced 
by the troops which had fled from his left, 
and by those which had now retired from 
the Arapiles, still continued to resist; and f 
I ordered the first and light dirisions, and I 
colonel Stublis' Portuguese brigade of tlie 
4th division, which was reformed, and ma- ' 
jor-general W. Anson's brigade, likewise of 
the 4th division, to turn the right, while the j 
6th division, suppoited by the 3rd and 6th, 
attacked the front. It was dark before this i 
point was carried by the 6th division; and 
the enemy fled through the woods towards i 
the Tormes. I pursued them with the 1st I 
and light division, and major-general W* ' 
Anson's brigade of the 4th division, and 
some squadrons of cavalry under lieu tenant:- i 
general sir S. Cotton, as long as we could ' 
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find any of them together, directing onr 
' march upon Huerta and the fords of the 
I'ormes, by which the enemy liad passed in 
' their advance; hut the darkness of the 
night was highly advantageous to the enemy, 
many of whom escaped imder its cover who 
' must otherwise have been- in our hands* I 
am sorry to report that, omng to the same 
cause, lieutenant-general sir S* Cotton was 
unfortunately wounded by one of our own 
' sentries after we had halted* 

We renewed the pursuit at break of 
day in tlie morning with the same troops, 
and major-general EocVa and major-gene¬ 
ral Anson's brigades of eavalry, which joined 
during the night; and, having crossed the 
Tormes, we came up with the enemy's rear 
of cavalry and infantry near La Serna* 
They were immediately attacked by tlie two ( 
brigades of dragoons, and the cavalry fled, 
leading the infantry to their fate* I have 
never witnessed a more gallant charge than 
was made on the enemy's infantry by the 
, heavy brigade of the King's German Legion, 

* under major-general Bock, which was com¬ 
pletely successful; and the whole body of 
infantry, consisting of three battalions of 
the enemy's 1st division, were made pris¬ 
oners. The pursuit was afterwards continued 
as far as Penaranda last night, and our 
troops are still following the flying enemy. 
Their head-quarters were in this town, not 
, less than ten leagues from the field of battle, 
for a few hotirs last night; and they ai^e 
now considerably advanced on the road to- 
I wards Valladolid, by Arevalo. They were 
joined yesterday on thcii- retreat by- the 
j cavalry and artillery of tlie army of the 
North, which liave arrived at too late a 
period, it is to Ijc hoped, to be of much use 
to them* 

“ It is impossible to form a conjecture of 
the amount of the enemy's loss in this ac¬ 
tion; but, from all reports, it is very con¬ 
siderable* We have taken from them eleven 
I pieces of cannon,^ several ammunition wag¬ 
gons, two eagles, and six colours; and one 
general, three colonels, three lieutenant- 
I colonels, 130 officers of inferior rank, and 
I between 6,000 and 7,000 soldiers are piison- 
ers;t and our detachments are sending in 

i 

* Hie official ret liras only account for eleven 
pieces of cannon, but it is believed that twenty have 
Mien into our hands* 

t The prisoners are supposed to amount to 
7t00i>; but it has not been possible to ascertain their 
number exactly from the advance of the army im- 
I media lei y after the action was over* 


more at every moment. The nnmlier of 
dead on the field is very large* 

I am informed that marshal Marmont 
is badly wounded, and has lost one of his 
arms; and that four general officers have i 
been killed, and several wounded- ■ 

Such an advantage could not have been 
acquired v^thout material loss on our aide; 
but it certainly bas not been of a magnitude 
to distress the army, or to cripple its opera¬ 
tions* 

I have great pleasure in reporting to ' 
your lordship that, throughout this trying 
day, of which I have related the events, I 
had every reason to be satisfied with the 
conduct of the general officers and troops* 

The relation which I have written of its 
events will give a general idea of the share 
which each indiridual had in them; and I 
cannot say too much in praise of the conduct 
of every individual in his station* 

“ I am much indebted to marshal sir W* 
Beresford for his friendly counsel and as¬ 
sistance, both previous to, and during the 
action; to lieutenant-genei'als sir S* Cotton, 
Leith, and Cole, and major-generals Clinton, 
and the honourable E* Paekenhara, for the 
manner in which they led the divisioiis of 
cavalry and infantry under their command 
respectively; to major-general Hulse, com- '' 
manding a brigade in the 6th division; 
major-general G* Anson, commanding a ' 
hrigade of cavalry; colonel Hinde; colonel ' 
the honourable W* Ponsonhy, commanding 
major-general Le Marchant's brigade after , 
the fiill of that officer; to major-general W* 
Anson, commanding a brigade in the 4th 
division; major-general Pringle, command¬ 
ing a brigade in the 5th division, and the 
division after lieutenant-general Leith was 
wounded; brigadiei^general Bradford; briga¬ 
dier-general Spry; colonel Stubbs; and 
brigadier-general Power, of the Portuguese 
service; likewise to lieutenant-colonel Camp¬ 
bell of the 94th, commanding a brigade in 
the 3rd division; lieutenant-colonel Wil- | 
liams of the 6th foot; lieutenant-colonel ' | 
Wallace of the 88th, commanding a brigade , 
in the 3rd division; lieutenant-colonel Elhs 
of the 53ad, commanding major-general 
the honourable E. Packenhara's brigade in 
tlie 4th division, during his absence in the 
command of the 3rd division; lieutenaut- 
colonel the honourable C. Greville of the 
38th regiment, commanding major-general 
Hay's brigade in the 5th division, during 
his absence on leave; brigadier-general 
Pack*; brigadier-general the Conde de Re- 
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I 2 endc of the Portuguese service j colonel 
! Douglas of the 8th Portuguese regiment; 
j lieutenant-colonel the conde de Ficalho of 
I the same regiment; and lieutenant-colonel 
j Bingham of the 53rd regiment; likewise to 
brigadier-general D'Urban and lieutenant- 
colonel Hervey of the 14th light dragoons; 

' colonel lord E. Somersetj commanding the 
4th dragoons; and lieutenant-colonel the 
honourable F, Ponsonbyj commanding the 
12th light dragoons, 

I must also niention. lieutenant-colonel 
I Woodfordj commanding the light battalion 
of the brigade of guards^ who, supported by 
two companies of the fusiliers, under the 
command of captain Crowder, Tnaintained 
the \dllage of Arapiles against all the efforts 
of the enemy, previous to the attack upon 
their position by our troops. 

" In a case in which the conduct of all 
has been conspicuously good, I regret that 
the necessary limits of a despatch prevent 
me from drawing your lordship^s notice to 
the conduct of a larger number of indi- 
I i viduals; but I can assure your lordship that 
I , there was no officer or corps engaged in this 
I I aetioii who did not perform his duty by his 
sovereign and liis conutiy. 

I The royal and German artillery, under 
lieutenant-colonel Framinghani, distinguish¬ 
ed themselves by the accuracy of their fire 
wherever it was possible to use them; and 
they advanced to the attack of the enemy's 
position with the same gallantry as the 
other troops. 

I am particularly indebted to lieutenant- 
colonel De Lancy, the deputy quarter-mas- 
1 ter-general, the head of the department 
I I present, in the absence of the quarter-mas¬ 
ter-general, and to the officers of that 
I deiiartment and of the staff corps, for the 
assistance 1 received from them, particu¬ 
larly lieutenant-colonel the hononrable L. 
Dundas and lieutenant-colonel Sturgeon of 
the latter, and major Scovell of the former; 
and to lieutenant-colonel Waters, at present 
at the head of the adjutant-general's depart¬ 
ment at head-quarters j and to tlie officers of 
, that department, as well .at head-quar- 
1 ters as with the several divisions of the 
I army; and lieutenant-colonel lord Fitzroy 
Somerset, and the officers of my personal 
staff. Among the latter I particularly re¬ 
quest your lordship to draw the attention 
I of his royal highness the prince regent to 
I his aereite highness the hereditary prince of 
I Orange, whose conduct in the field, as well 
I upon every other occasion, entitles likn to 
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my highest commendation, and has acquired 
for him the respect and regard of the whole 
army. 

I have had every reason to be satisfied 
with the conduct of the Mariscal de Campo 
Don Carlos de Espana, and of brigadier Don 
Julian Sanchez, and with that of the troops 
under their command respectively, and with 
that of the Mariscal de Campo Don Miguel 
de Alava, and of brigadier Don Jose O'Law- 
lor, employed ’with this army by the Spanish 
government, from whom, and from the 
Spanish authorities and people in general, 

I received every assistance I could expect. 

" It is but justice likewise to draw your 
lordship's attention upon this occasion to 
the merits of the officers of the ci^dl depart¬ 
ments of the array. Notwithstanding the 
increased distance of our operations from 
our magazines, and that the country is com¬ 
pletely exhausted, we have hitherto wanted 
nothing, owing to the diligence and atten¬ 
tion of the coraraissary-general, Mr. Bissett, ! 
and the officers of the depaHment under his 
direction. I liave likewise to Tnention that, 
by the attention and ability of Dr. M^Grigor, 
and of the officers of the department under 
his charge, om* wounded, as well as those of 
the enemy, left in our hands, have been well 
taken care of; and I hope that many of 
these valuable men will be saved to the 
service, 

“ Captain lord Clinton will have the 
honour of laying at the feet of his roval 
highness the prince regent the eagles and 
colours taken from the enemy in this ac¬ 
tion.” " Wellington.” 

The annexed was addressed by lord Wei- i 
Imgton to ear] Bathurst, and in a light and 
playful manner alludes to the great victory 
he had just achieved :— 

Flores de Avila, 24th July, 1812, 

^^I hope that you will be pleased mth our i 
battle, of which the despatch contains as 
accurate an account as I can give you. i 
There was no mistake; everything went on 
as it ought; and there never was an array 
so beaten in so short a time. If we had 
had another hour or two of daylight, not a 
maa*ivould have passed the Tormes; and as 
it was, they would all have been taken if 

-had left the garrison in Alba de 

Tormes as I wished and desired; or, having 
taken it away, as I believe before he was 
aware of my wishes, he had informed me 
that it was not there. If he had, I should i 
have marched in the night upon Alba, where 
1 should have caught them all, instead of 
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Upon tlie fords of the Tormes, But this is 
i a little misfortune, which does not diraiaish 

1 the honour acquired by the troops in the 
action; nor, I hope, the advantage to be 
derived from it by the country; as I do 
not believe there are many soldiers who 
were in that action, who are likely to face 
us again tUl they shall be very largely rein¬ 
forced indeed* 

I am very anxious that a mark of his 
royal highness* favour shoidd be conferred 
upon sir S* Cotton. I believe he would be 
much gratified at receiving the reel riband. 
No cavalry could act better than ours did 
in the action; and I must say for sir Staple- 
ton, that I do not know where we should 
find an officer that would command our 
cavalry in this countiy half so well as he 
j does.** 

i The following is the duke's letter to sir 
Thomas Graham, in which he describes this 
important battle — 

“Tlores de Arila, 

25th July, 1813, 

** I took up the ground which you were 
to have taken dming the siege of Salamanca, 
only the left; w^as thrown back on the 
heights, it being unnecessaiy, under the 
circumstances, to cover the ford of Santa 
Martha, We had a race for the large Ara* 
piles, which is the more distant of the two 
detached heights which you will recollect 
on the right of your positionthis race the 

French won, and they were too strong to be 1 
dislodged without a general action. 

"I knew that the French were to be 
joined by the cayalry of the army of the ; 
north on the 32nd or 23rd, and that the 
army of the centre was likely to be in mo¬ 
tion. Marmont ought to hare given me a 
pmit d’or, and he would have made a hand¬ 
some operation of it. But instead of that, 
after loanceuvring all the morning in the 
usual French style, nobody knew with what 
object, he at last pressed upon my right in 
such a manner, at the same time without | 
engaging, that he would have either carried ■ j 
our Arapiles, or be would have confined us 
entirely to our position. This was not to ! 
be endured, and we fell upon him, turning ' 
Ins left flank j and I never saw an army re- 1 
ceive such a beating. 

" I bad desired the Spaniards t» continue i 
to occupy the castle of Alba de Tormes. j 

- had evacuated’ it, I believe, before he ' 

knew my wishes ; and he was afraid to let ' 
me know that he had done so; and I did 
not know it till 1 found no enemy at the ■ 
fords of the Tormes* When I lost sight of 
them in the daik, I marched upon Huerta 
and Enemas, and they went by Alba. If I 
had known there had been no garrison at ' 
Alba, I should have marched thci'e, and 
should probably have had the whole. 

Believe me to be, &c,, 

'^AVellinoton,** , ' 

I 1 

1 

1 1 

I 1 E\^"TS SUBSEQUENT TO TH! 

1 1 

1 1 Such was the great and important battle 
! 1 of Salamanca — a battle which, from the 
! peculiarities attending it, stands foremost of 
all the contests in the Peninsular war. It 

1 effaced the last traces of the spell of French 

1 inrincihility, and showed that however liighly 

1 skilled in militaiy manoeuvres their generals 

1 might he, that they had now to oppose them 

1 an enemy who was equally their match, i 
j both in skill and bravery. Well might a | 
contemporary writer, when speaking of tliis 
! ' battle, say, that whether we consider it in 

1 reference to the uncommon sagacity dis- 
, played by lord Wellington in taking advan- ! 
tage of the injudicious movement of his 1 
adversary, the pmmptitude and ftkjt] irith 

1 which the plans and an*angements were 

I formed in this critical moment, the intre¬ 
pidity and success with winch all these ai*- 
rangements were executed, or the final issue 

— 1 1 

E BATTLE OF SiliAftLIlNCA. : | 

of the w^hole, must be deemed the most f 
decisive proof of the superiority of British 
military talent and bravery ; and a battle to 
which the sons of Britain may always appeal 
with the proudest feeling, as challenging a 
compat’isou with any that history I'ecords/* 

Tiie great achievements of the British arms 
in the coni^e of this war, which we have still 
to narrate, may perhaps cause the battle of 
Salamanca, in the view of the cursory reader, 
to lose comparatively some of its importance; 
but those who with intelligence study the 
links of cause and effect, will find that it 
marks a brilliant and important era in Bri- ' 
tish history, W'ellin^on's prerions succes¬ 
ses, though far from unimportant, did not 
appear to make that lasting impression on ■ 
the enemy wdiich might justify the hope that 
the day of his expulsion from the Peninsula 
was at hand. Though fi^equently baffled, 
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tile Freiicli force hail heretofore remaiued 
aabroken* The victoiy of Salamanca created 
a feeling with regard to British interference 
in Spain which had been till then imknowTi. 

Marmont/^ says the wiiter already quotedj 

seems to have thought that he could, by 
the vainety and rapid change of his mo ve¬ 
in ents, so utterly and deeply fill the thoughts 
of lord WeDington, for the protection and 
safety of his own army, that he would not 
be able to direct any active thought against 
the French army* In this, Alarraotit under¬ 
rated the powers of lord Wellington's mind, 
and it is from a reference to this circutn- 
stance, that we are best able to estimate the 
great merit of lord Wellington, in the vic¬ 
tory which he gained at Salamanca* This 
circumstance distiiigtiished it far above Ms 
former victories, not less than its conse¬ 
quences did, and this circumstance rendered 
it particuiaidy interesting and instructive to 
military men. In his former victories lord 
Wellington had not room for the full dis¬ 
play of his military genius: they had been 
won as much by the discipline^and valour of 
his troops, as by his own talents, since those 
talents, from the circumstances in which the 
battles were fought, could only exert them¬ 
selves in the evolutions necessary during the 
buttles, whereas nt Salamanca there was 
ample room for the display and exercise of 
military genius of the highest order, and 
rarest kind/^ 

The French ascribed their disastrous over¬ 
throw at Salamanca to the error of a sub¬ 
ordinate commander, but it was impossible 
to deny tlie fact that the English general 
wma one who, if a military error was com¬ 
mitted in his presence, could instantly turn 
it to account 

The effects of this great event were most 
important—the confidence of wavering allies 
was confirmed—the evacuation of Madrid 
was rendered necessary—^the siege of Cadiz 
was raised—Andalusia and Castile were 
deliveixd from military occupation—while 
Napoleon was prevented from reinforcing 
his army of the north from the troops in 
the Peninsula, as he had notice of Marmont^s 
defeat as early as the 2nd of September, a 
week before the great battle of Borodino* 

The inhabitant of Salamanca had watched 
from all the high grounds about the city, 
the various changes of the battle, with pain¬ 
ful anxiety, and when, after the total dis¬ 
comfiture of the French, the allied troops 
entered the town, they were received with 
the most rapturous demonstrations of joy* 
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Mules and cars laden with refr'eshments 
w'ere despatched from Salamanca to the field 
of battle ; every care was taken of the 
wounded, and every exertion made to alle¬ 
viate their sufferings; here might be seen 
the interesting spectacle of Spanish girls 
supporting from the field such of the wounded 
as were able to walk, and caiTyiug for them ^ 
their knapsacks and muskets. High mass w£is ' 
said in the cathedral, which the duke at- | 
tended, and the new Spanish constitution | 
w^as proclaimed with great ceremony. i 

Favoured by the night, and aided by the 
untoward circumstance of d'EspaSa's not 
having communicated his abandonment of 
the castle of Alba, the enemy continued their , 
retreat, Clausel employing the time with 
great skill and energy in carrying off his ; 
broken army. But he was allowed no respite; | 
the pursuit was renewed at the break of the 
following day, and Bock and Anson's bri¬ 
gades of cavalry having joined during the 
night, the pursuers came up in the course 
of the morrdug of the 23rd, with the rear¬ 
guard of the enemy, both cavalry and in- 
fentry, near La Serna. They immediately 
attacked the cavalry, which taking to flight, i 
and leaving t!ie infantry, drawui up in three 
squares, to its fate, with unhesitating spirit, 
they charged the squares, broke them, and cap¬ 
tured 900 prisoners* Such as were not cut up 
or taken, threw away their arms, and scram- [ 
bling over the fields, joined the main body 
of the retiring army. But as the French i 
were still strong in cavaliy and horse artil¬ 
lery, having been joined at Naval de Sotro- ' 
val, two days after the battle, by Chauvers 
long expected reinforcement in those arms, 
and by making forced marches, they reached ' 
Viilladolid without further loss. So head¬ 
long had heen their flight, that ClansePs 
head-quarters were on the night of the 23rd, 
at Flores de Avila, which is ten leagues . 
from the field of battle* To that city Wel¬ 
lington pursued them, and they retired to 
Burgos as he approached. In Valladolid, 
which he entered on the 30th, and was 
greeted with as entiiusiastic a reception as 
he had received at Salamanca, tie captured 
800 sick and wounded, seventeen pieces of 
artillery, and considerable stores. On the 
next day the allies recrossed the Doui*o, 
and head-quarters being fixed at Cuellar, 
preparations were made for a move against 
the army of the centre, under Joseph and 
Jourdan, which had, since the battle of the 
22ncl, been manoeuvring at no great distance 
from the allies, to favour the escape of the 
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defeated force, and allow time for Clausel to 
rally it. ^ At tins time tlie movements of 
I the English chief were so impeded for want 
of supplies and money, that in a letter to 
; the secretary-of-war he said—' Ve are abso- 
lately bankrupts , The troops are now five 
months in arrears, instead of being ono in 
I adYance. The staff has not been paid since 
! i February, the muleteers not since June, 

I I 1811/' By great exertions, however, sup^ 

I I plies were brought np, and on the 6th of 
I I August, the English general, leaving the 
j 6th division, Anson's brigade of cavalry, 
j and some of the regiments which had soL 
fered most in the late battle, to observ'e the 
! line of the Donro, and prevent the junction 
' between the armies of Portugal and the 

• centre, marched on the capital by the 

I route of Segoria and St. Ildefonso.* On the 

I 9 th he reached SL Ildefonso, and on the 

I two following days, the troops defiling by 
the passes of Guadarama and Naval Serrada, 

I crossed the mountains, and descended into 
the plains of new Castile.t Thongh Joseph 
I Buonapai'te made a show of resistance by 
placing his army across the roads leading 
from the passes of the Guadarama, he fied 
I I hurriedly to Madrid, from wdiich he re- 

I treated wnth all his court and folloivers, to 
I j the number of above 2,000 persons, and 
I I crossing the Tagus, anxious to leave it as a 
I barrier between him and the English, re- 
I treated on Valencia. Ou the evening of 

I ' Segovia, a celebrated town of Old Castile, wliere 
are man^r remains of Moorish and Roman antiquity 
, Among the former is the Alcazar, once the palace of 
the Moorish kings, npd aftenvards of Ferdmaud and 
IsaheJIa, but which since their days has been used as 
I a state jjnsoi]. Tins building stands on a rock, ris* 

I ing some hundred feet above the river, which winds 
I round nearly three-fourths of its base, and is cut off 
from the town on the remaining portion by a deep 
ditch and defenees. The aqueduct, said to have been 
I bunt by 1 raj an, is to be seen at different points be- 
tween the town and Ildefonso, where the water is 
oh tamed j but the most remarkable feature of this 
structure is the portion in the suburb of the town, 
consisting of two rows of arches one above the other* 
nearly two hundred in number, the whole being 
formed of large blocks of stfme, fitted into and snp- 
^ porting each other vrithout cement, having thus with- 
stood the ravages of time for eighteen centuries. 

, 5an Jldefonso is a village fifty miles north of Madrid* 

, iiere is situated ihe jialace of La Gmnja, a favourite 
summer residence of the royal family. The building 
I and gankns, with the numerous Jets iTeaUt were 
J formed after the mode! of the palace and gardens of 
I versiiiJles, by the Bourbon dynasty on their accession 
j to the throne of bpain. The palace is situate at the 
bottom of the Sierra Nevada, an attached ridge of the 
Unaderama, in a recess on the north side of the 
mountMU, which rises to a coustderahie height, 

. covered with trees to iu summit, and to die east and 


the 11 til the advanced guard, composed of i 
D'Urban's Portuguese cavalry, supported by 
captain Macdonald's troop of liorse artil¬ 
lery, and of the German legion, came up 
with the cavaby and outposts of Joseph’s | | 
army, and driving them in, made themselves ' | 
masters of Majalahonda# The enemy’s cav- 
aby, who had been compelled to retire in 
the morning, returned in greater numbers 
in tbe latter part of the day, when D’Urban ' ^ 
forming lus men, ordered them to charge ' 
the enemy's leading squadrons; but when i 
they came within a few paces of the enemy', 
they disgracefully fled through the rillage ' 
upon the German dragoons, who were posted | i 
at Las Rosas, about a mile in the rear, 
leaving the gnus of Macdonald's troop of 
horse artillery totally unprotected, and 
dashed through the village upon the Ger¬ 
man dragoons* hlacdonald made a vigorous ' 
effort to save his guns, hut three of them 
being overturned, fell into the hands of the I 
enemy. Though surprised, the Germans , ' 
charged as they best could; and, in small | | 
bodies, sword in hand, many of them being 
undressed, resisted the enemy, until Pon- 
sonby's cavalry and the 7th divirion appear- | 
ing in the distance, the enemy suddenly fell ' 
back on Madrid, having set fire to the three 
gun-can-iages. The enemy slew 200 of tlie | 
brave German horsemen, and carried off 
140 of their horses. 

Maxwell gives the following account of 

west; thus sheltering it at all times from tbe scorch¬ 
ing heats of summer. The front of the building looks 
to the gardens, which rise before it, till they term:- 
nate in the craggy, pine-coreretl summit, adding 
much to the picturesque beauty of this dehghtfiil re- * 
sidence. The whole presents a scene, certrinly, much 
more calculated to rennind tlie beholder of tbe ver¬ 
dure and freshness of a more northern dime than of \ 
the burning fields and sultry sun of Spain.-- 

f From our bivouac In the woods of Ildefonso, 
at daybreak on the lOib of August, we began to as¬ 
cend tl\e mountain ; the road winding among stately 
pines and rugged precipices, at every point presenting 
bebmd us a prospect in every way worthy to arrest 
the attention, hrom the summit we commanded a 
boundless view of the country we ha d lately traversed, ' 
interesting from being the scene of our past toils and f 
yiclorics; while in our front lay one not less so from ' ! 
Its novelty, Irom the many striking objects that pre- 
sentid themselves to tfie eye; but, above all, awaking 
feeiinga the most intensely interesting, from our near i 
approach upon the capital of Spain, a f! 3 lng and dis- , i 
pirited enemy in our front With exhifarated spirits , 
we descended the ivooded skirts of the mountain, 

palace of the Escurial to our right, while more ' 
distant lay Madrid, with its hundred globe-topped 
spires, the indications of former Moorish sway. En¬ 
camping in the neighbourhood upon the we I 
moved into the city the following day.^J/hcitia 
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, this untoward affair On the evemng of 
i the llth^ the army of Lord WeUington was 
comfortably bivouacked three miles in the 
rear of Majalalionda. The Portuguese eav- 
alryj under D^Urhaiij forming the advanced 
guard, were pushed forward a mile beyond 
the village^ in wliich two regiments of CJer- 
man dragoons, and JMacdonald^s brigade of 
horse artillery, were posted to support them* 
Some trifling skirmishing had taken place 
during the day, between the Portuguese 
cavalry and the Preneli lancers, who formed 
part of Joseph Buonaparte^s escort, hut it 
led to no serious result* Ko liostile move¬ 
ment was apprehended—^all foretold a quiet 
night—w^hen suddenly the horse-artillery 
opened in front of the village, and announceij 
that the outposts were attacked. In a few 
minutes it was ascertaiued that the Portu¬ 
guese dragoons had given way—and indeed, 
their flight was most disgraceful; they rode 
off at speed, without crossing a sabre, leaving 
their brave supporters, the horse-artiUery, 
suiTOunded by the enemy. Nor was theirs 
a momentary panic—the fugitives dashed 
through the rillage of Majalahonda, without 
an attempt to rally—while many of the 
startled horsemen there were cut down 
I before they could reach their saddles, and 
1 their colonel was killed in the act of dress¬ 
ing, But still, tliougli surprised, the Ger- 
I mans maintained their well-won reputation; 

I tliese gallant troopers charged as they best 
I could; and in small bodies, sword in hand, 
met, checked, and at last fairly drove back 
the lancers. The cowardice of the Portu¬ 


guese on this occasion was indefensible—they 
had scarcely a casualty to show—while, of 
the brave men who fought so gallantly, half¬ 
armed and surprised, 200 were put hors de 
cmihal^ 120 horses carried off, and three 
guns taken. The cannon were recovered— 
but, to use the Avords of an amusing writer, 
whose militaiy descriptions are lively and 
characteristic—' it w^as one of the most 
disgracefiil and unlooked-for events that 
had taken place daring the campaign. To 
be beaten at any time was bad enough; but 
to be beaten by a handful of lancers on the 
eve of our entering Sladrid, almost in view 
of the city, was worse than all/ ” 

The duke thus refers to the same event m 
one of his despatches:—We had a devil of 
an affair on the evening of the 11th, The 
Frencli, 2,000 caA’^aliy, moved upon the 
Port 11 guese caval ry; Urb an ordere d th e m 
to charge the advanced squadrons, which 
charge they did not execute as they ought, 
and they ran off, leaving our guns (captain 
M'Donald^s troop). They ran in upon the 
German cavalry, half a mile or more in 
their rear, where they were brought up; 
but they would not charge ux>on the left of 
the Germans, These charged and stopped 
the enemy; but colonel de Jonqniers was 
taken, and we have lost a good many of 
these fine fellows. There are twenty killed, 
and about as many Avounded and prisoners. 
We likewuae lost tlirce guns of McDonald's 
troops in" the Portuguese flight, but the 
French left them behind/^ 
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LOUD WEUJNGTO^fS ENTRY IN^rO MADRID, 


On the 12th of A.ugust, a memorable 
j epoch, the aUied army and its illustrious 
I chief entered Madrid, amidst the moat 
enthusiastic acclamations, and every de- 
* Tnonstration of joy and exnUation by all 
ranlvs throughout the capital. It was a day 
of public jubilee. All business was sus¬ 
pended; the inhabitants sallied forth in 
throngs, hearing laurel branches, Avelcomed 
their liberators at the gates Avith tearS of 
joy, and waving handkerchiefs, aud shower¬ 
ing flowers npon them to evince their grati¬ 
tude, “ Every indmdual, from the first to 
the last,^^ says a participator in the scene, 
embraced either the officer or a soldier 
whom they could first lay hold of while we 
were marching. They invited us to their 
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homes, and insisted on our drinking wine 
with, them almost at every corner of the 
streets. With tears, and every other sign 
of deep emotion, the inhabitants croAvded i 
around the horse of the illustrious conqueror, 
hung on his stirrups, touched his clothes, or 
throwing themselves upon the earth, blessed 
liira aloud as the friend of Spain/' The 
entrance into the capital/' said the editor of , 
the Madrid QazdlOi, in the first number of I 
that journal, published after the occupation 
of that city by the alhed army, " was equal i 
to the triumphal entries of the heroes of | 
antiquity," Instantly Wellington proceeded ! 
to reconnoitre the Betiro palace, which the | ; 
French had strongly fortified, and was gar¬ 
risoned by 2,500 men The place stands 
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WEJ.LINGTON^S PUEI'EHMEXTS*] 

Auflrew, aud St. Patrick j being the ubSoh 
badge of the United Kiiigdoirij as a lasting 
memorial of his glorious achievements ^ and 
subseqnentlyj £100^000 was granted by par¬ 
liament to piirdiase lands, and enable him to 
support the ciignit 3 "of the peerage. In addi¬ 
tion to tlie title of duke of Ciudad Bodrigo, 
the knighthood of the golden fleece was sub¬ 
sequently conferred on him, and he was made 
generalissimo of tlie Spanish armies. The 
prince regent of Portugal created him, in 
addition to the title of conde of Timiero, 
marquis of Torres Vedras, a title subse¬ 
quently augmented to that of duque da 
Vittoria. But in tlie midst of tlie enjoy¬ 
ment of these lionoui^ -and titles, the pri¬ 
vate finances of tlieir possessor were sufFeriug 

• The insixinces of the duke’s dbinterestedness and^ 
oharkfthle diapoBition ure numerous* In ISIO, dur-* 
ing ihe French mvasioii of Portugal he contributed 
liberally from his private resources to the relief of 
the dbireiss and misery of the Portuguese population. 
11 is refusal of the pay attached to hia high commands 
in the Portuguese and Spanish armies, as also of the 
rental of the Spanish estate given hy tlie central 
junta, and the appropriation of the same to the use 
of each'country during the war. is an instance of 
disinterestedneKS of which it tvould be difficult to find 
its paralJel. AVhen the Portuguese regency appointed 
the duke field ■'marshal-gen era i of the Fortugueae : 
armies, he declined accepting the pay and emolu- 
menis attached to the rank, which were about 
£12.000 sterling n-year; and he again refused to 
acicept the annual accnmulations which the Portu¬ 
guese government had reserved, with the hope that 
ihey would eventually meet with his acceptance, and 
hia request was that the accumulated sums should 
l>e dislrihuted among the officers of the Portuguese 
aj'iiiv, who had faillifsilly served their country. His 
corifluct was equally disinterested and magnanimous 
in regard to the appointments of the Spanish central 
junta* He declined the acceptance of the pay and 
emoluments attached to his appoiniment of captain- 
general, or generalissimo of the Spanish armies, w hich 
amounted to about the same sum annuallv ns his 
Portuguese appointments, and requesled flmt the 
proceeds might he Mnsterred to the Spanish trea¬ 
sury during the war, to be appropriated to the use of 
the stale. He even transferreu to ihe same use during 
the struggle for Spanish independence, the revenue 
(] 7,000.S) arising from the estate, which the junta 
had confer^'d on him during the time the war might 
last ; and even In the selection of the estate, he mani- 
fpsted the same disinterestedness! of the three 
estates the junta submitted to his selection, he chose 
the least valuable one, namely, the Soto de Horn an a, 
situated on the river Xenil, about two leagues from 
' Grenada, merely on account of its picturesqueness* 
?^Iuch mis apprehension prevails on this anhjeet, and 
I has been occasioned by the duke^s invariable praclice 
when applied to for contribution a towards public 
! 'charities, to request the applicants not to make pub* 

I lie his donation. The instances of his private charity 
were not few. The frauds practised on him by the 
begging-letter impostor (Stone), and the woman 
! (Stanley), with whom he cohabited, under the pre- 
' tences that she was the daughter of officers who had 
; . 890 
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great derangemeut j in expliett language, 
the income allowed him was insufficient to ' 
meet his necessarj^aiid unavoidable expenses. ' 
In a letter written to lord Bathurst, a few 
days after Iiis triumphant entry into Madrid, 
lie says, have been going on for more 
than three years upon the usual allowance 
of a commander-in-eliief, that is, ten pounds 
per diem, liable to various dcducrions; 
among others, of income-tax, reducing it to 
about eight guineas; but it will be neces¬ 
sary that goyeriiment should now either 
give me an additional pay, under the head 
of ' table money/ or any other they please, 
or that they should allow.me to charge some 
of the expenses, such as charities,* &c.j 
which T am obliged to ineur^in tlie existing 

been slain under ihe duke’s command, are fresh in 
the recoUectinn of the public. His conduct towards 
the son of Hhoondiah AVaugh, his extra duplicate 
majesty of Indian notorrety, w lio was slain, after a 
long and arduous royal chased’ is a convincing 
roof of the gonorosity of his disposition. He took 
im under his protection, and when he left India, 
settled a pension on him for the pq^pose of de¬ 
fraying the expenses of his education. As one 
of his biograpiiers has justly said, the assertion by 
misinformed and factious writers, that the duke’s 
nature was cold and unfeeling.” — is false. If 
other jiroofs were wanting, his extensive correspon¬ 
dence published in the pirnves that mis¬ 

fortune obtained his sympathy and The widow' and 
orphan met frequently in luni a w'arm* and^^an 
eloquent friend. Lord Ellesmere, in his recent lec- 
lure in the Wnrsley Lihrar}’ and Beadigg-rooms, ii^ 
timduced the following anecdote of the duke’s sensi¬ 
bility to distress, He told his auditors, that a lady 
jiresent in the lecture-room had once directed the 
dukes attention to the case of a distressed needle¬ 
woman at Nottiagham, whose privations !iad been 
recorded in the Mortiint/ Chrmitcle, The lecturer 
said, that the duke made some remark at the 
time, hut on the following morning informed the 
lecturer that he had WThten to the editor of that 
journal, stating that the poor woman should have her 
wishes, namely, a passage to the colonies, complied 
with at his expense. And the-in stances of the like 
benevolent and honeficent feeling are not rare. A 
lady wrote to the duke requesting his autograph, 
to dispose of among a collection of the kind, ac a 
charitable sale. The duke’s reply was—“ London, 
May IT, 1847.—-F.M. the duke of AYellington pre¬ 
sents his compliments to Mrs. N-. To aid in 

promoting the oljject of a clmrity is one thing—to 
send a signature for sale at a bazaar is another. To 
comply with tlie hitler may prove very injurious to 
those with whom the sender of the signature might 
have pecuniary relations. 'F.M. the duke of Wel¬ 
lington therefore declines to do the latter; but he ' 
incloses a pecuniary contribution (£d) to the charity | 

which Mrs* -- desires to promote.” And even 1 

no later than within five days of his deatli, he gave 1 
evidence of his charitable disposition* Mr* John ! 
Hughes, of DownRcnd, near Bristol, having addressed 
a letter to the duke, requesting his interference to 
procure a pension for a man, named Joseph Plock, 
w ho had served in the 1 oth hussars, and had been in , 
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state of this countiy, or I shall be mined. 
It k not proper, probably, to advert to other 
services; but 1 believe there is no service in 
which a commaBcler-in-chief, with such a 
charge as I have, is so badly paid as in the 
British service. Indeed, as far as I can 
learn, there is no instance of an officer 
holding a permanent command in the British 
service whose receipts have been confined to 
ten pounds per diem, with deductions. They 
all receive cither the allowance of a goverji- 
mentj with that of a commander-m-cliief, or 


an allowance of some other dcsciiption; but 
I doubt that the trouble or responsibility, 
or the expenses of any at all equal mine. 
However, I should not have mentioned the 
subject, knowing that the public expect in 
these days to be well served at tlie lowest 
possible rate of expense, if I did not find 
that I was in a situation in which I must 
incur expenses n^hich I caimot defray with¬ 
out doing myself an injury/'' This letter pro¬ 
duced the parliamentary grant of £100,000 
already mentioned. 


THE SICILHVN EXPKDITIOX. 


During the occurrence of these transac¬ 
tions, the Sicilian expedition to the eastern 
coast of Spain, and that of sir Home Bop- 
hara to the north-western coast, took place, 
and were intended as diversions to prevent 
the enemy from concentrating bis ai^mies 
upon the allied force under lord Wellington, 
To enable the reader properly to understand 
these operations, it will be necessary to take 
a rapid glance at the affairs of Sicily at this 
period, In tlie year 1806, English troops 
had been landed in that island, and from 
that time up to the period of which we are, 
now treating, they had been maintained 
there at a great expense. A luxuilons prince 
and a thoughtless court, had, however, ren¬ 
dered their efforts almost unavailing for any 
of the purposes for which tliey were in¬ 
tended. English generals had successively 
remonstrated, but to little purpose, though 
a subsidy was annually paid to the Sicilian 
government by England, amounting to from 
three to four hundred thousand pounds. 
The object of this advance was to insure the 
Sicilian army being placed on a proper 
footing, but it still remained badly paid, 
and deficient in discipline. The king is 
spoken of as not being .wanting in under¬ 
standing, hut like bis namesake of Spain, 
so bis personal enjo^^ments were secured, all 
else seemed beneath his care. To Caroline 
of Austria, the sister of Marie Antoinette, 

the combat of Saiiagtm, and the battles of Vittoria, 
Orlbes, Thoulouse, and Waterloo! ihe duke re¬ 
plied, that he had no power to procure a pension or 
reward for any soldier, adding—** all die duke can 
do is to give the man charity/which he accordingly 
did. In a word, his purse was ever open to the 
wants and distresses of the soldie/s mphan and 
widow; it was that feeling whidi rendered him the 


he was content to leave all affairs of state. 
Queen Caroline had been one of the most 
fervent admii“ers of Nelson. She was con¬ 
sidered amiable, generous, and though ad¬ 
dicted to pleasure, capable of acting a noble 
part on great occiisions. Tlie miserable fate 
of her sister had, in the course of years, 
produced in her, so it was thought, a mourn- 
fnl change; and from being gay and gentle, 
she became angry and vindictive. She 
prompted that severity towards the Nea¬ 
politan admiral, Caraccioli, which threw 
dishonour on the name of the hero of the 
Nile. Great misfortunes had since over¬ 
taken her, and soured by these, she was dis¬ 
posed to regard all who avowed themselves 
favourable to reform, as no better than trai¬ 
tors. Hence the jirisons and fortresses of 
Sicily became the recipients of numerous 
state prisoners. Tlie humane interference 
of English commanders, in favour of some 
of the sufferers, gave her serious offence, 
and she reproachfully complained, that king 
Ferdinand was uo longer master in bis owti 
island, and that the English encouraged re¬ 
fractory subjects, whose only aim was to 
bring about a revedution. , These complaints 
became louder, after the marriage of Napo¬ 
leon with her niece 51 aria Louisa. Some 
emissaries of Buonaparte were at this time 
in Sicily, and through them, queen Caroline 
corresponded with tlie French emperor. 

victim of the audacious impostor Stone. There 
are few public characters of whom the million have a 
more false ide£i. The far-seeing kiurlnesS; the anx¬ 
ious eonsirleration for others, and the extensive and 
never-talked of charities, prove that the soubriquet of 
“ the Iron Duke/ however applicable to his imdinch- 
ing sense of duty, is a complete nsisnomer as far aa 
relates to his Other characteristics. 
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I The abhorrence alie had formerly felt for 
I I the French nation^ while it was proclaimed 
I to be a republic, had been gi^eatly softened 
down by its taking the shape of an empire, 

[ under Buonaparte, who had been the fierce 
enemy of the Jacobins and the republicans. 
Let it be added, he was eommended to her 
I better feeUngs by the severity he used to- 
I wards those who had sent the unfortunate 
Marie Antoinette to the scaflbld, Napoleon 
had promised to restore her husband^s do¬ 
minions, or to give him a kingdom else- 
, where, making it, however, a condition, that 
he should by some means or other expel the 
) English from Sicily, Such a deliisive scheme 
1 is said to have bceii submitted to Caroline, 
and to have been ajiproved by her. She, in 
consequence, was favourable to a plot, having 
for its object the utter extinction of tlie 
British army, which had been sent to Sicily 
for her defence, 

Affahs were in this situation when lord 
William Bentiiick was sent to Palermo, as 
' envoy-extraordinary and coram ander-in*clne£. 

I The information which he possessed, ren¬ 
dered it necessary for him to state some 
I painful truths to her majesty, Ilis inter- 
( ference iu behalf of parties who had been 
i imprisoned on suspicion, she hercelyresented, 

I and contemptuously described the English 
i j commander-in-cluef to be a ^^liard-iiearted 
j 1 German corporal,” who would not listen to 
I reason. Had not, she indignantly demanded, 
i I the king, her husband, and herself, a right 
I I to govern in Sicily as they thought proper, 

, ^ and to imprison without trial as many Sici- 
I liana as they pleased ?” She pointed "to her 
j j Sicilian troops and Calabrians, and vowed if 
j ! the Englisli attempted to control the move- 
, ments of the king or her own, she would 
resist force by force. Thus treated, it ap- 
! peared to Bentinck necessary to return 
forthwith to England, to ask for new in¬ 
structions and additional powers. General 
Maitland, who commanded the forces, au- 
iiounccd to the English army in general 
orders, that urgent political eonsiderations, 
mtimately connected nrith the future pros-, 
perity of Sicily, had ctdled his lordship 
away. He stated at the same time, that 
four persons, who had been imprisoned fori 
corresponding with the enemy in Calabria, 
were then liberated,because, though sufficient 
proofs were obtained against them, he would 
not on first assuming the command, put 
I oftenders to death. It was added, like cle- 
I meucy would not be shewn in any other 
I case, as the general was determined to put 
293 
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an end to the system of espionage and 
trcacbeiy,, which had long been acted upon 
by those who were equally enemies to the 
Sicilian people, and their iVitish allies. The 
general declared, from that time forward 
parties guilty of like practices, should he j 
brought before a council of war, and if con- | 
ricted, the sentence of the council should 
be at once executed. It had by this time 
become known that general Manhes, who 
commanded the French army in Calabria, 
was in conamunication with Neapolitan trai¬ 
tors. Facts transpired, which made their 
doings known, and scheme was employed 
against scheme. * ' 

By means of bribery those who brought ! 
the letters of Manhes were induced to give 
them up to the English, w^ho allowed them 
to be forwanled to their destination, but not 
till an exact copy had been made. General 
Manhes had no suspicion of being thus ; 
overreached, and having in one of his com¬ 
munications stated that he liad matters to 
impart, w^hich could not be trusted to a let¬ 
ter, he added, an aid-de-caraiTwould shortly 
Tvait upon his correspondent, a colonel D *0 
Phil ip pis, with whom all that was necessary 
could be arranged. To guard effectually 
against De Philipp is being imposed upon, 
Manhes supplied a minute description of 
the person of the young French officer with 
whom he was to eonfer. What immediately 
followed, \ve give in the words of Jlr. 
M^Farlane, who states many of the par¬ 
ticulars to have been obtained from private 
information iu Sicily, at Naples, and at 
home :—" It became necessary for the Eng¬ 
lish general to find some one who should 
personate this French aid-de-camp. This 
was not very easy: it was m vain to look 
among the British and Sicilian officers, for a 
raan that could speak French so as to pass 
for a Frenchman; it was moreover indis¬ 
pensable that this spy or counter-plotter 
slioffid be a person of address, ability, cou¬ 
rage, and confidence, and also a Itrauger iu I 
Messina, and that he should bear some re¬ 
semblance to the Fi*eneh aid-de-camp whom I 
Manhes hail described. At length such a ' 
jiian was found in one of the foreign regi- ■ 

men1» in our service, Monsieur -JOe I 

-a subaltern in a regiment doing duty 

at Malta, who, though educated from his i 
childhood iu England, was a Frenchman 
by birth, the son of a French emigrant. 
Ilaving undertaken to personate the aid-de- 
canip, now anxiously expected by the con- j 
spiratorSj lie was brought to Messina iu 
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disguise, kept concealed till his monstachios 
bad grown to the pattern, and till he re- 
ceived the instruction neccssaiy to enable 
him to go through the difficult part he had 
to act. He was then secretly carried out to 
sea, and was landed by night from a small 
boat on an open part of the shore, as if 
from the Calabrian coast, wearing the dis¬ 
guise of a sailor’s dress, which Manhes had 
said his aid-de-camp would wear. He was 
furnished with such credentials as the inter¬ 
cepted materials in general Maitland’s hands 
enabled him to provide, and he had the 
watclnrords which had been agreed upon 
between Manhes and De PhiUppis, M, 

A- De —— was led, blindfolded, into 

the conspirator’s den, in the %^ery heart of 
Messina, This den w'as the lodging of 
colonel De Philippis, and liere the adroit 
and strong-nerved Prcncliman, gained the 
complete knowledge of everjHMng, with a 
list of all the persons in Sicily upon whom 
IMauhes might count, niere was matter to 
try his nerves and Ins wdt. He was in im- 
minent danger of being discovered by a 
Sicilian who Iiad been his brother officer, 
but who Jmd been turned out of the regi¬ 
ment for misconduct, and some of the 
Neapolitan conspirators were personally 
acquainted with Maiihe’s real aid-de-oamp. 
But with great ai't and firmness, and au 
unchanging countenance, he refused to see 
the Sicilian and the others who were cla¬ 
morous for admission, alleging the positive 
order of his general, to be introduced only 
to a small and select number, to men whose 
com^age and honour could be depended 
upon/’ 

This clever impostor succeeded in gaining 

the information he sought, and withdrew 
in an open boat as if to retuim to Beggio, 
but speedily finding his way to the Sicilian 
coast, before daylight next morning, the 2iid 
of December, 1811, those he had rejoiced 
by promising them such assistance as should 
enable them to dispose of the English army 
as they pleased, found themselves aiTcsted 
and lodged in the citadel. Lord William 
Beutinck soon after this reappeared in Sicily, 
having obtained those powers from his gov¬ 
ern raent which he thought it necessary to 
demand, Tlie town-major of Messina was 
one of the consjiirators w^ho had been .appre¬ 
hended, They were all brought to trial be¬ 
fore a court-martial formed of British and 
Sicilian officers. All were found guilty and 
received sentence of death, hut of fifteen i 
thus doomed, only one sultered capital pun 


ishment. After their trial had been com¬ 
pleted, the president of the court committed 
to tlie flames a list of conspirators with 
which he had been fitmislied, in tlie hope 
that tills act of mercy, in abating fear, 
would check disaffection. Facts were stated 
in the course of the proceedings which 
deeply implicated queen Caroline. The 
mind of this lady had been so operated 
upon by various circumstancesj that some 
of her proceedings really wore the aspect of 
insanity. Lord William Bentinck judged it 
expedient to restrain the queen, and it was 
very distinctly intimated that an important 
cliange must take place by suspending for a 
time the expected subsidy. The duke of 
Orleans, afterwards king Louis Philippe, 
who had become the husband of Maria 
Amelia, a Neapolitan princess, and queen 
Cai'olbie’s second daughter, acquainted witli 
the intrigues which had been in progress, 
approved of the course pursued by lord 
tVHlliam Bentinck, and urged Don Francisco, 
the bereditaiy prince, to come forward at 
this jiiuctui’e, and take the reins of govern¬ 
ment out*of the hands of his incapable 
father. Don Francisco was indolent and 
infirm, and but indifferently qualified for 
tlie high station to which he aspired, but to 
invest him with kingly authority offered the 
best means of opposing the mad plottings of 
his mother, and Ferdinand himself thought 
this was necessary to save him from the 
ruinous consequences of his consort’s folly. 
He accordingly resigned the kingly autho¬ 
rity into the hands of Don Francisco with 
the title of Aller JSffo, The arrangement 
was formally completed on the 16th of Jan¬ 
uary, 1812, 

Early in the year 1812, an expedition was 
to have left Sicily, to clear the eastern coast 
of Spain of the enemy, and if possible, expel 
him from Catalonia, Valencia, and [Murcia, 
Tlie expediency of tins course was called in 
question, and lord William Bentinck, the 
English coramauder-in-chief in Sicily, re¬ 
commended that instead, the Anglo-Sicilian 
armament should be directed to operate on 
the coast of Italy, which was then left al- 
inoat defenceless, Murat, aiul a Neapolitan 
force, having been called off by Buonaparie, 
to aid^ him in the war then breaking out 
between France and Russia, lord Bentinck 
was*of opinion that no veiy beneficial result i 
could reasonably be anticipated, from em¬ 
ploying the troops under him, on the eastern 
coast of.Spain. Wellington felt much dis¬ 
appointed at learning tliis, after the measure ■ 
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had been proposed to goverument, and he 
failed not to make his view of it known to 
his lordship* 

In a commmiication to lord W* Pentinek, 
dated Boecillo, near Valladolid, 30th July' 
he says, “ I am happy to find that, alfchoiigl 
it appears that you do not expect anv suc¬ 
cessful result from the operations of the 
Sicilian aimiy on the eastern coast of the 
Peninsula, to which point I shall advert 
j presently, you had resumed the intention 
I j of sending them there, I acknowledge that 
I thought that, upon consideration, you 
I I would find the grounds for your intended 
I I expedition to the coast of Italy so little 
I satisfactory, that you would resume the plan 
I I for the eastern coast which had been eon- 1 
certed aud arrauged, and every thing re- 
I mains in exactly the state in which it was 
ill the beginning of June, excepting that 
I the first division of the Sicilian army has 
I gone, according to your former dueetions, 

. to Sardinia, I sliould hope, however, that 
I there will be no inconvenience in bringing 
I ' it back from thence* In regard to the aid 

I I to Spain to be derived from this expedition, 

' I I am concerned to find that you have.altered , 

I I your opinion upon it since you first pro¬ 
posed the measure to government; and if 
I I did not hope that general Maitland and 
I the staff and other officers of the Sicilian 
I I army would alter their opinion upon a 
: ! nearer view of what they have to accom- 

I plish, and its eifect upon the contest, I 

J I should despaii* of any success from persons 
I coming on a service holding such opinions. 

I I am quite certain that they can succeed in 
I taking larragona, and in opening a corn- 
j municatiou between the fleet and the Spanish 
I army by Tarragona—which is in itseU' a ser¬ 
vice of the greatest importance, I am like¬ 
wise quite certain that they can take the 
city of Valencia; that they will thereby 
give to tlie Spaniards, and deprive the 
French of, an important resource; that the 
war will revive again in Valencia; and that, 
if matters are well arranged in that quarter, 
t!ie enemy will never again gain possession 
of that city. But if I should be mistaken 
ill my expectations of their success ia these 
operations, I cannot be mistaken in their 
effect upon my own. I have lately, on the 
22 nd,. beaten marshal Mannont in a general 
action, fought near Salamanca, and I have 
pursued him beyond the Doujo; and our 
troops have this day entered Valladolid. "5^, 
* * * Then, if Suebet's atten¬ 

tion should not be diverted from me, and, not- 
2D4 


withstanding Marmont^s defeat, the French 
should become too strong tor me in Old 
Castile, I shall at least have the sadsfactioii 
of refiecting, while I am retiring, that general 
Maitland's progress will be unopposed, and 
that we shall take TruTagona and Valencia. 
But it is not impossible, that neither my 
success in Castile, nor general Maitland's 
on the eastern coast, will evetitual]y give ; 
any md to Spain; upon which point I have i 
nothing to say* That is a subject for the ! 
consideration of. politicians; and, as a mill- | 
tary officer, I can advert to any plan only | 
as being likely to be attended with military ' 
success, or otherwise; but I beg to remark, ^ 
that tlie same observation is applicable by ^ 
politicians, not only to every military plan, I 
but to the general operations of every wai^ I 
and even to the objects of the war itself. I 
have taken up so much of your attention 
upon this subject, because, in my opinion, j 
without intending it, you liave, by a few ^ 
words, thrown upon the king's ministers a 
larger share of the rcsponsibiLity for the | 
success of general ^Maitland's expedition ! 
than belongs to them. I am certain he will ' 
succeed; and, at all events, he will ’do good 
to my operations. But much as I wish for , 
their success, I assure you that I should not ' 
give my advice that general Maitland's 
credit, or the safety of the troops, should I 
be risked for that object only.''^ 

A few days later he wrote to lord Bath- ‘ 
urat, impressing upon him the importance j 
of the aid which he expected to derive from 
the operations of the SicUian expedition, j 
His letter was dated from Cuellar, the 3rd ' 
August, and in it he says :— 

'^It is perfectly true that his Majesty's » 
government had at first in contemplation 
only a short serrice on the east coast; and | 
that I reckoned upon the co-operation of ' 
the troops from Sicily, only till the period of 
the equinoctial gales. Circumstances, how¬ 
ever, have now materially altered; and either i 
my position in Castile must be supported by , 
the continuation of the appearance of the I 
troops on the eastern as well as on the nortli- j 
erii coast of the Peninsula, or it must be 
expected that I shall be obliged to with¬ 
draw into Portugal at an early period after j 
those troops shall have withdrawn* , 

If iLeuteiiant-generai Maitland should ' 
succeed in taking Valencia, there appears i 
no reason for which he should quit tlie I 
coast, unless, indeed, the enemy's army iu , 
the Idugdoin of Naples should be so rein¬ 
forced, as that the island of SicOy shall be in , j 
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Jaoger. If he shouid not succeed in taking 

1 Valencia, ns long the allies shall remain 

in possession of jMinorCEj Aiicante, and 
Garth agena, there appears no reason srhy 
j the fleet of transports and troops under the 
! command of lieutenant-general Maitland 
should quit the coast, or should discontiune 
their efforts to alarm the enemy for the 
! safety of their possession of Valencia, The 

1 expedition to the northern coast might like- 
' wise remain on the coast to keep up the 
alarm which has already been so useful to 
this army. This is my view of these opera- 
ations at the .present moment^ and I hope 
that, if your lordship should concur in it, 
you will send orders accordingly to lieuten- 
i ant-general Maitland, and to sir*H, Popliam. 

1 “ Circumstances may put it in my power to 

1 acquire fresh successes, particularly against 
the army of the centre j and tliis army may, 

1 by its own efforts, secure its position in 
Castile, at least till the French shall evacuate 
j Andalusia, It will then remain to be con- 
; sidered what ought to be done with the 
Sicilian troops; but in the mean time, I 

1 trust that your lordship will not allow them 

1 to withdraw from the Peninsula, as ordered, 
in the second week in September/^ 

1 V hen Wellington thus wrote, an expedi¬ 
tion was almost within sight of the eastern 
coast of Spain; but the force sent was wholly 
j inatlequate to 'the object in view* It con- 
1 sisted of but G,000 men, under the com¬ 
mand of lieutenant-general MaitlaiKl, one- 
J half British and Germans, the other were 

1 _ 

Calabrians and SieiHaiis, In its passage 
to the coa^t of Catalonia, it w'as joined by 
the Spanish ilajorcan force, a large portioti i 
of whom were such runaways from the routs 
in Viilencia and ^lurcia, "as could be col- ; 
lected and caught, consisting of about 4,000 1 
men, and transports haring "the honoured 
battering train which had shattered the gory ' 
walls of Badajos*^ on board* Maitland 
reached Palmos on the 31sfc of July, but ! 
ascertaining that Alicante was in danger on 
account of Joseph O^DonnePs defeat atCas- 
talk on the 21st of July, in which the Span- 1 
ish general lost4,000 men, though Harispek 
•attacking force did not exceed tliat number, 
he, on August the 10th, landed at that fort, ' 
On the 14th he took the field, but on the 
18th, receiving intelligence that the army of 
the intruder and that of Suchet were about 
to form a junction, he Tell back to his posi¬ 
tion in front of Alicante* Maitland’s health 
giving way under the anxieties of his situ¬ 
ation, the comraand devolved upon major- 
general John Murray, until major-general * 
W, Clinton arrived from Sicily* Tims the 
Anglo-Sicilian expedition was rendered me- 
less, and disappointed the hopes of Welling- , 
ton* The results, however, of sir Home 
Popliam’s expedition had been more encou¬ 
raging: Gueteria, Santander, and Bilbao 
had been recovered by the patriot. In the j 
mean time. Hill, being pressed by Soult, 
advanced to Albuera, but the French gene¬ 
ral was unwilling to risk a second battle on ' 
that field* , , | 

1 i 

1 

j LORD WELLIJrGTON ] 

Besides the failure of the support which 
the English general hopefully expected from 
the Sicilian expedition, he was emban^assed 

1 by other disappointments. The cortes, in¬ 
stead of directing their attention to re¬ 
organizing their arniies and rendering them 
] efficient, were engaged in inventing new 

1 constitutions and determining tfie prece¬ 
dency of saints. Such was their apathy, 

1 that the English chief, in a letter dated 
Madrid, 23rd of August, 1812, and ad- 
1 dressed to the right honourable Henry Wel- 
j lesiey, says, " As for raising men and 
supplies, or taking any one measure to 
enable them to carry on the war, that is 
out of the question* They are in general 

EVACUATES iUDEID. 

the most incapable of useful exertion of all 
the nations lliat I liave known,” But his 
own exertions began now to display thein.- 
selves in all their lustre and effect. The 
moral consequences, military and political^ ‘ 
of the great victory of Salamanca^ appeared ■ 
in every direction throughout the Peninsula. 1 
Andalusia, indeed almost the whole of the ^ 
south and centre of Spain, was liberated 
from the thraldom of the oppressor, and the ; 
fabric of his power and domination was sha- | 
ken to its very centre. The same event also ' 
materially contributed to uphold the insurrec¬ 
tionary spirit of the guerillas and Somatenes. • 
Astorga, Guadalaxara, and Tordesillas, con¬ 
taining garrisons, amounting to 2,450 men, 
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surrendered to the patriots. The siege of 
Cadiz ^as raised on August the the 

French haying previously destroyed a large 
numhcr of their guns and stores on the 
works of Chickua, Santa ilariaj and the 
Troccadcro, but the garrison advancing to 
the Hnes^ they retreated in so great hastCj 
that about one-lialf of the artillery, with a 
large portion of tlieii’ stores, and tliirty gun¬ 
boats, fell into the hands of the allies, 
Soult then leaving eight battalions in Seville, 
on the night of the 26tli, quitted the city, 
and advanced on Granada, with the inten¬ 
tion of concentrating his anny in that pro- 
vinccp To recover Seville, a detachment of 
Spaniai'ds, consisting of 600 men, under 
general Cruz-Morgeon, tlie 1st regiment 
of guards, the 87th, and a Portuguese regi¬ 
ment, under colonel Skerrett, were depatched 
from Cadiz. This small fomc, landing at 
Huelva, in the Guadalquivir, made a rapid 
march hy San Lucar; on tlie 24tb, drove the 
enemy thence, and on the morning of the 
37th suddenly seized the subiub of Triana, 
and advanced to the bridge as rapidly as 
possible. The French immediately attempted 
to destroy the bridge between the suburb 
and the city j but tlie guai'ds, and Downife^s 
legion soon carried it. Downie,^ who was 
second in command, during the assault, 
leaping his horse over the chasm the enemy 
had nmde, and falling w'oouded into the 
hands of tiie enemy, threw his sword (which 
had been Pizarro's) among his own people. 
The bridge being carried, the enemy retired 
to the Triufo, and there again made a stand, 
but soon retreated tlirough the city, taking 
the direction of Alcala. Scarcely had the 
allies taken Seville, when 7,000 French in¬ 
fantry from the blockade of Cadiz ap¬ 
proached with the intention of taking up 
their quarters there; but supposing that it 
was occupied by sir Rowland llillk force, 
they hastily moved towards Soult, Ballasteros 
hanging upon their flank, and continuing to 
harass them till the}' reached Granada. 

Clausel having re-organized his army, 
and received some reinforcements, by a 
bold advance carried ofi^ the garrisons from 
Toro and Zamora, and drove back the GaLli- 
cian army under San to elides, w’hich, after 

* Dowie, who had commenced his mHilary career 
by accompanyiog Miranda in bis first expcdilion to 
Venezuela, served as assistant eommissary-goneral 
in sir Jolin Moore's army, and was In the same 
capacity with sir Aitbur, in 1809. But seized witli 
a milit^’ mania, he entered tlie Spanish service, 
and raised the kyai legion of Estremadurii, which 
he caused to be clothed according to the old Spanish 
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its capture of Astorga, had advanced towards 
Zamora for the purpose of effecting aj imctiou 
with Pagetk force posted at Cuellar; and 
having made demonstrations against that 
force so as to induce the English general to 
retire on Arevalo, Wellington, to prevent the 
interruption of his communication with Por¬ 
tugal, determined to besiege Burgos, for tlie 
purpose of putting tlieGallicians in possession 
of it, as then the French would be deprived of 
any strong post or depot on the great line 
of communication between France and the 
interior of Spain, and the Gallician army 
would be enabled to hold the army of Por¬ 
tugal in check while lie was proceeding 
against Soult, the intruder, and Scichet. 
He therefore directed Hill to advance from 
the Guadiaua to the Tagus, and take post in 
the Jarama, for the purpose of covering 
Madrid ou that side; and leaving under 
his command the 3rd, 4th, and light divi¬ 
sions, A1 ten's brigade of cavalry, D'Urbaii's 
Portuguese cavalry, and de Espana's Spanish 
corps in the capital and its neighbourhood, 
he despatched the 1st, 5th, and 7th divi¬ 
sions, Bradford and Packis Portuguese diri- 
sions, with the German heavy cavalry, and 
Alison's light brigade to advance and form 
a junction with Paget at Arevalo. He hira^ 
self quitted Madrid ou the 1st of September, 
having previously addressed the following 
proclamation to the Spanish nation 

Madrid, 29tli August, 1812. 

Spaniards—It is unnecessaiy to take up 
your time by recalling to your recollection 
the events of the last two mouths, or by 
drawing your attention to the situation in 
which your enemies now find themselves. 

"Listen to tlie accounts of the numerous 
prisoners brought in, and deserters from 
their army j hear the details of the miseries 
endured by those who, trusting to the pro¬ 
mises of the French, have followed the vaga¬ 
bond fortunes of the usurper, driven from the 
capital of your monarchy; hear tliese details 
from their servants and'^ followers who have 
had the sense to quit tliis scene of desola¬ 
tion, and if the sufferings of your oppressors 
can soften the feeling of those inflicted upon 
yonraelyes, you w’ill find ample cause for 
consolation* 

cofitiitni?. By t!us, and by Ills cbaractar, which in 
same respects resembled their owui he made himself 
popular among the Spaniards; insomuch, that the 
marquesa de Conqutsta, the representative of the 
Pizarroa, presented him with the sword of her ances¬ 
tor, ** the famoua or infamous conqueror of Peru,'*' 
as a testimony^ of her apprecintiou of his effocis in 
behalf of Spanish liberty. 
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But much remains still to be done to 
consolidate and secure the advantages re¬ 
quired. It should be clearly understood 
that the pretended king is an usui^per^ 
whose authority it is the duty of every 
Spaniard to resist^ that eveiy Frenchman 
is an enemy, against whom it is the duty of 
every Spaniard to raise his arm. 

“ Spaniards ! you are reminded that your 
enemies cannot much longer resist; that 
they must quit your country if you will only 
omit to supply their demands for provisions 
and mouey, wlieu those demands are not 
enforced by superior force. Let every indi¬ 
vidual consider it his duty to do eveiy thing 
in liis power to give no assistance to the 
enemy of his country, and that perfidious 
enemy must soon entirely abandon, in dis¬ 
grace, a country which lie entered only for 
the sake of plunder, and lu which he has 
been enabled to remain only because the in¬ 
habit ants have submitted to his mandates, 
and have supplied his wants, 

Spaniards! resist this odious tyrant, 
and be independeut and happy, 

AVellixgton/* 

While quitting Madrid, he took every 
precaution that miglit be requisite in case 
of a reverse, pointing out the different mea¬ 
sures to be adopted according to the move¬ 
ments of Jhc enemy, and ordering that if 
they advanced, the sick and the stores 
should be removed, and every thing des¬ 
troyed that could not be carried off. Hill, 
by his occupation of Toledo, Yepez, and 
Aranjuez, guarded all the raads which led 
from the south of Spain to Madrid, and thus 
not only covered iladrid but the right of 
the main army. 

On the dth of September, tlie allied force 
moved from Arevalo, on the 6th forded the 
Duuro, and on the 7th entered Valladolid; 
Clausel having, on the preceding night, 
quitted it, retreating through the fruitful 
and picturesque valleys of Arianzan and Pisu- 
erga, aud destroying the bridge on the Pisu- 
erga; his ** long line of baggage being larger 
and closer than any man who had served in 


India had ever seen with an Indian army, 
for he had pressed all the cattle in the : 
country, and left nothing transportable for 
any marauder who might follow him,” Now 
began a trial of cousumraate military skill ‘ 
between the French general and his great 
adversaiy. Tlie vailejs through which the 
enemy iivas retreatiag, abounding with nu- , : 
merous enclosures and ridges, whose flanks I 
appearing on the lofty hills which rose on | 
each side, afforded at every mile a position ■ | 
capable of vigorous defence. Of these local i 
advantages the French general skilfully ! 
availed liimseif, Each day he offered ' 
battle, but on ground which Wellington 
was unwilling to assail in front, partly 
because he momentarily expected the Gal- j 
licians up, but chiefly because of the de- j 
dining state of his own army from sickness, ^ 
which, combined with the hope of ulterior j 
operations in the south, made him umvilling ^ 
to lose men. By flank movements he dis- i 
lodged the enemy, yet each day^s darkness ; 
fell ere they were completed, and the morn- 
in g^s sun always saw Ciauscl again in posi¬ 
tion [as little assailable as that of the pre¬ 
ceding day]. At Cigales and Duefias, in the 
Pisaerga vaOey; at Magoz, Torquemada, ' 
CordobiUa, Rerilla, Vallejera, and Pampli- 
ega, in the valley of the Arlauzan, the | 
French general thus offered battle, aud i 
finally covered Burgos on the 16th by taking | 
the strong position of Cellada del Caiiiino.”=«= i 

The pursuit continued beyond Valencia, I 
where the English general forming a j unction I 
with the Gallician army, consisting of about j 
12,000 men, Clausel made a hasty retreat 1 
to a sfrong position near Burgos, where he ' 
was next day joined by Souham with 9,000 
infantry; Souham assuming the supreme 
Gommaud, retired to a position near Brivi- 
esea. On the 18th, the allies crossed the 
Arianzan, and taking possession of the 
heights on the north-west of the castle, 
entered the city of Burgos, which the Freuclt 
abandoned, and retired into the castle. The 
garrison consisted of 3,500 men, commanded 
by general Dubreton* 


SIEGE OF BURGOS, 


Buugos, uhich is the capital of old Castile, 
and the origund seat of the Spanish monar¬ 
chy, is situated in the beautiful and fertile 
valley of the Arianzan, and stands ou that 
river, over which it lias three bridges* Many 
VOL. I, 2 Q 


historical recollections are counected with 
it* It was the birth-place of Gonzales and 
the Cid Campeador, aud the last mentioned i 
hero aud liis wife Xemina lie buried there 
* (Ite IT tfr in the Peninsula, 
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Our Edward 1. was knighted there by liis 
brother-ill-laWj Alphonso the ITise. It 
abotoids with objects of antiquity and vene¬ 
ration. Among the relies shown in its mag¬ 
nificent cathedral w^ere the handkerchief of 
the prophet Elijah^ and a lock of Ahraliam's 
hair, 13ut those extraordinary relics were; 
eclipsed by the miracalons crucifix in the 
convent of St. Augustinej which is supposed 
to have been the image carved by Nicode- 
muSj and carried from Jemsaleru to Berytus, 
or to have descended from heaven, in order 
that 'there should be on earth one perfect 
resemblance of the crucified Saviour, and 
which a mcrchantj on his homeward voyage 
frora Flanders, is said to have found at sea , 
in a chest shaped like a coffin- I'^olumes, 
filled with auihentie accounts of the mira¬ 
cles which this extraordinary crucifix has per¬ 
formed, have been published, and ai^e highly 
esteemed by pious Spanish catholics. 

On its north stand the castle and the rocky 
hill San Miguel. The castle of Burgos stands 
on an oblong conical hill, towering above all 
the houses of the town; and the accli\ity 
on wliich it is situated w'as encircled at 
the time of the siege by successive lines of 
field works, from the base to the summit. 
The two inner lines bristled at all points 
with cannon. The third line consisted of 
an uncovered scarp wall of difficult access 
at tlie base of the hill. At the distance of 
300 yards from the castle hill, and separated 
from it by a deep ravine, stands the Cerro 
de San Miguel, wliicli was siirmoiiuted by a 
horn-work, and is about an equal elevation. 

On the IDth of September, the, allied 
army invested the castle. The operations 
of the siege were entrusted to the 1st and 
(>th divisions, under Campbell and Clinton, 
and the Portuguese brigades of Pack and 
Bradford. The covering army, under the 
immediate command of Wellington, was 
advanced on the high road in front of Mo- 
nasterio, to hold Soiiham in check. Head¬ 
quarters were established at Yilla Toro, 

The enemy's outposts being driven in, as 
a preliminary measure to any attiick, it w^as 
necessary to win the horn-work for the 
purpose of erecting a battery to weaken the 
defences on the castle-hi 11 preparatory to 
their being attacked. This plan, from the 
veiy small artillery means, iiamely, tliree 
18 long pounders, and five 24-pound iron 
howitzers, at the disposal of the English 
general, gave the best promise of success. 
Accordingly, on the evening of the 19th, 
two parties were directed to attack it in 
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front, while major the honouvahlc W. Cocks 
forced it in the rear. The attack in front 
could not be carried into eflect, on account 
of the ladders not being long enough for the 
face of the work, and the injudicious act of 
the parties opening tire before they had 
reached the ditch. But major Cocks, though 
he lost in advauciug nearly half his party 
by the fire of the castle, found an entrance j 
over the palisades at the gorge, which the | 
garrison had neglected, being fully occupied ' 
with the attack in front. lie therefore, i 
with little opposition, got over the palisades, i 
and entered the body of the work, with ' 
about 140 men; these lie divided, putting 
on e-half on the ramparts to ensui’e the 
entry of the co-operating force in front, 
and the otlier be formed opposite the gate¬ 
way in the hope of making the gamson 
prisoners; but the French riaining from 
their works, in number about 500, Literally 
ran over this little jmrty, and escaped into 
the castle; leaving eigiit guns, one officer, 
and sixty-two men in the hands of the cap¬ 
tors. Ttie assaikiits sustained a loss of 
about 400 killed and wounded. That of 
the enemy w^as about 100. Batteries were 
now erected on the horn-wwk, and ti'enclies 
were opened to secure the communication 
with that work. Encouraged by the suc¬ 
cess of the attack of the 19tb, ou ptlie night 
of the 22jnd an attempt was made to carry 
the exterior line or outer escarp wall of the 
w'orks by escalade. The attack was made 
by detachments of Fortuguese troops on tlie 
Frencli left, wliile a part of the 1st division 
under major Laurie, of the 79 th, attempted 
to scale the walls. The laddei’s were reared, 
and the storming party forced up the wall 
most gallantly; but as soon as the leading 
men gained a momentary footing, they 
were bavorietcd down, and those on the 
ladders either shot or knocked down by 
heavy cannon balls and combustibles, which j 
caused the men^s pouches to explode. After I 
repeated attempts, the storming columns 
were obliged to retire with the loss of half 
their number in killed and wounded; among 
the latter of whom was Laurie. | 

11 w^as now determined to mine the outer ! 
or escarp wall. The execution of this pro¬ 
cess was retarded by the heavy falls of rain, 
and the exposure of the workmen to the 
murderous fire of the garrison from the 
lofty site of the enemy’s defences. In car¬ 
rying the appi'oacbes down the Inll, the 
workmen were exposed to the w'hole artil- | 
lery of the place, and the enemy's marksmen, ' 
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showers of grape and tempests of bullets 
falling without iutermissiou around the 
spot were they were working, A gallery 
I was however at last carried under the outer 
’ wall, and a mine being charged with 1,100 
lbs. of powder, at miduight of the 29th the 
I hose was fired, and a breach being effected 
by the explosion, a serjeant and three pri¬ 
vates, who formed the forlorn hope, rushed 
through the smoke, and mounting the ruins, 

I bravely gained the breach ; but the storming 
party missing its way in the dark, the French, 
who" had been at first surprised, seeing the 
fou» men in the breach without support, 
charged and drove them down. These brave 
men, three of whom had been wounded, 
regained their division. Before dayliglit 
the enemy had made the breach impracti¬ 
cable. 

Another mine having been placed under 
another part of the wall, a fire was opened 
I on October 4th fi‘om San Higuel, against 
the old>.breacli, and at five o'clock, p.m., the 
I mine was sprung, when 100 feet of the wall 
giving way, the 34th regiment rushed for- 
! Ward through the smoke and ruins, and 
carrying both breaches, a lodgment %vas 
' I made within the outer wall, and the first 
' I line of the defences. In this gallant affair 
about 200 men were killed and wounded. 

I At this time a supply of ammunition anived 
j from Santander* 

: On the afternoon of the 5th, the enemy 

made a furious sally on this post, destroying 
[ the lodgment, carrying off tlie intrenching 
tools, and causing a loss of 150 men in 
killed and wounded to the besiegers. As 
soon as it was dark this damage was re- 
j paired, and a parallel pushed within ten yards 
' of the enemy second line j but many of the 
labourers were slain by the enemy's marks- 
I men, and the large shells which they rolled 
I down the glacis. Only one piece of siege 
i artillery now remained serviceable. 

I About three o'clock of the morning of the 
! 8th they made another fierce ssortie, when 
tlie guard in the trenches being over- 
I powered, they levelled the works and carried 
I off the tools. In this sortie 200 of the 
I besiegers were killed and wounded, among 
i the former of wliom was colonel Cocks, who 
I lost bis life in rallying the guard and work- 
' men, and repelling the assailants* 

The troops being now established within 
about 100 yards of the interior line, anotlier 
gallery was run under the second or interior 
lines, and a mine laid beneatli the church of 
San Roman, As soon as the hose was fired. 


a counter-mine was immediately sprung by 
the enemy, when colonel Brown, with a 
detachment of Portuguese and Spaniards, 
rushing on, seized on the ruined building; 
at the same time a practicable breach being 
effected in the line, on the afternoon of the 
18tb, preparations were now made for the 
assault. A detachment of the guards rushed 
through the old breach, escaladed the second 
line of defence, and in front of the third 
line encountered the French in overpower¬ 
ing numbers; at the same time 200 of the 
German legion carried the new breach, and 
some of them escaladed the third line* The 
defence of the enemy was not less vigorous 
than the attack; they poured so destructive 
a fire from the third line and the castle on 
both the detachments, and attacked them 
with so overpow^eriug numbers before they 
could be supported, that the assailants were 
driven back with the loss of more than 200 
in killed and wounded. 

At this period of the siege, namely, the 
day of the failure of the last assault, Souhara, 
who had succeeded Massenain the command 
of the army of Poi'tugal, being joined by the 
array of observation from Aiava, and the 
remainder of the army of the north, moved 
a strong body against the outpost of Monaa- 
terio, and capturing the picket of Germans, 
obtained possession of the heights covering 
that place. In consequence of this menacing 
movement, the covering army moved near 
Guintauapalla, and all the besieging troops, 
except a force sufficient to maintain the 
siege, were ordered to join it. 

^"^elliiigton immediately arranged his 
army. The French moved 10,000 men for- 
wai^d on the evening of the next day, for the 
purpose of driving the allied outposts from 
Quintapanalla and Olmas; when the Eng¬ 
lish general, seeing there was a fair oppor¬ 
tunity to strike a blow, directed Paget, who 
had recently joined, to move with two divi¬ 
sions on their right flank. The enemy was 
quickly driven back, and Monastexio re¬ 
covered. During the whole of the siege, 
the vigilance and active superintendence of 
the commander-in-chief had been unremit¬ 
ting; the arrangements for each attack had 
been written out by himself as he sat on the 
ground watching the movements* Consi¬ 
dering how often he was within fire, his 
escape from injury was surprising. As he 
closely observed the assault on San IMiguel, 
29th September, he was in imminent dan¬ 
ger; a field which he crossed being literally 
ploughed up by grape and bullets* 
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Tlie sieffc h ad now lasted thirty days, fi re in- 

! trepid assaults had been made on tliesiicces- 
sive strong lines of defence, and above 3,0Q0 
men had been killed and wounded in their 
gallant efforts, but still the fortress remained 
in the hands of the enemy. No blame was 
attributable either to the general or his army- 
The discomfiture was occasioned by the in¬ 
sufficient means with which the siege had 
been undertaken* The artillery was defec¬ 
tive both in numbers and force, the entire 
siege park being only, as before stated, three 
18-long-pounders, and five 24-poimd iron 
howitzers, and being the same as had been 
in battery against the forts of Salamanca, 
where they w^ere found to be of not sufficient 
weight and calibre. The ammunition was 
scanty and deficient, that the 16-pound 
shot fired by the enemy, were collected, and 
made to serve for the English artillery. The 
siege estahlishments of the .army had been 
deficient in the sieges of Ciudad Kodrigo 
and Badajos, and therefore success had been 
purchased by a profuse expenditure of human 
life; but at Burgos there was not even the 
skeleton of an establishment. The weather 
bad also been veiy nnfaronrable; rain, ac¬ 
companied by violent winds, having impeded 
the progress of the operations during a great 
part of the siege* Preparations therefore 
were made to raise the siege; a measure 
which the combined movement of the armies 
of the south and centre, under Sonlt and 
the Intruder, and the eiTective and powerful 
army of Sou ham in liis front, determined 
the English chief to adopt. Soiilt had been 
enabled to efiect bis junction with tlie in¬ 
truder, in consequence of Ballasteros, who, 
on the 1st of June, had been defeated at 
Bornos by Coureux, with great loss, refusing 
to tfike a position at Alcaraz, in La Mancha, 
for the purpose of preventing the juncture 
of Soult and the intruder, according to 
the plan prescribed by the commander-in- 
chief, and enjoined by the cortes; an act of 
dereliction of duty, proceeding from jea¬ 
lousy that the English general bad been 
appointed generabssimo of the Spanish 
armies, Soult accordingly moved, on the 
15th of September, from Grenada, hav¬ 
ing iti bis march reduced, October 3rd, the 
castle of Chiuclxilla, a fortress peculiarly 
strong by site and construction, Tvhich 
stands on an isolated rugged hill, at the 
confines of Murcia and La Mancha, and on 
the point %vliere the roads from Alicant and 
Valencia rim to Madrid; thus forming the 
knot of all the great lines of communication, 
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During tliis siege, the English general 
had been subject to sore annoyance by his 
Portuguese and Spanish allies. To" the ; 
neglect of the regency at Lisbon to the pay¬ 
ment of the Portuguese troops serving in 
Spain, w'ith any part of the British subsidy ^ 
wliieh they received in money, be indignantly 
observed, Something or other has made a 
terrible alteration iu the troops for the I 
worse. They have lately, in several in¬ 
stances, behaved very ill; and w^hether it be 
owing to the nature of the service, or their 
want of pay, I cannot tell; but they are not 
at all in the style they %vere. 1 am ratlier 
inclined to attribute their misbehaviour to 
the misery and consequent indiflerence of 
both officers and soldiers, on account of 
their want of pay* If it be true, as I declare 
it is, that the subsidy is not in arrears, 
ought the pay of the Portuguese array to 
be in arrears at all ? ought it to be in arrears 
for a longer period than the pay of the 
British army? That it is so, there is no 
doubt; and yet Dora Miguel, &c., wilt pro¬ 
duce huudreds of documents to prove this 
assertion to be false, and contrary to the 
evidence of all the officers of the army, that 
the men have the money in their pockets.^^ i 
To the regency's pretence that fi-auds were ' 
practised on the Portuguese revenue by the 
British commissariat, under cover of im- i 
porting stores for the army, the British 
chief indignantly replied—“ I have no knoiv- 
ledge of ' frauds or extortions' on the coun¬ 
try; or Sdolence on the magistrates/ com¬ 
mitted by the officers of the commissariat of 
the British army; and if the Conde de 
Puoclial has any knowledge of such acts, I 
liope he will make them known to me in 
detail. If he has not, I hope that he will 
have no objection to make known the 
authority he had for making so serious a 
chai'ge in a public document. 

It ia pertsctly true, that owing to the 
poverty of the government, ^ exactions and 
riolence' (but not ^ frauds/ as far as I have 
any knowledge) have been practised by the 
officers of the Forfeugiiese commissariat*; but , 
to remedy these evils is one of the objects 
of ray repeated remonstrances to the Por¬ 
tuguese goverument, in regard to their 
finances, and other measures/* 

His Spanish allies occasioned him no less 
anxiety . Among other causes of vexation, 
the conduct of the garrison of Ciudad 
Rodrigo, and their treatment of the French 
prisoners, particularly those who surren¬ 
dered at Madrid on capitulation, excited Uis 
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The allies^ by this skilful arrangement 
and hold mancEUvrej were now in the direct 


an gen he declared it was atrocious^ and 
I threatened—a threat of all others most 
likek to be felt by offenders of the kind— 
to withhold their pay/' “You know/' said 
1 the humane and highminded chief to the 
governor, ^^uuder what conditions I promised 
to pay the troops under your command, ^d 
you know whether I have acted according 
to my promise. The fact is that you have 
I received more than my own soldiers, since 
I this arrangement. But I will give no more 
money to officers and troops that have not 
discipline, and dare to pillage and murder 
prisoners of war with whom I have made a 
capitulation. The officers of the garrison 
have not done their duty, or this mis¬ 
fortune would not have happened j and I 
will not pay officers who slight their duty. 
Having been guilty of this neglect, they 
j ought to be punished j and neither will I 
give anything to the chiefs who do not 
I punish such neglect.'' 

' Wellington now commenced preparations 
I for withdrawing his army across the Arlan- 
I zau, and moving back to the Donro, so as 
' to secure his junction w^ith Hill, whom he 
ordered to withdraw* from Araiijuez to 
Arevalo on the Adaja. Two routes were 
open for the retreat, one by the bridge of 
I Villaton, the other by the bridge of Burgos. 
Tlie latter, being the shorter, was preferred. 
All being in readiness, the siege was 
raised, and the whole army defiled on mid¬ 
night of the ^Ist, witlun musket-range, 
under the walls of the castle, and over tim 
i bridge, wdth their entire baggage and field- 
I equipage, the wheels of the gun-carnages 
I being muffled wdth straw. The allies moved 
in silence and good order; but a party of 
I guerilla horsemen failing in nerve/' pot- 
1 ting their horses to their speed, the garrison 

I was alarmed by the clatter. A fi^re was im- 

I mediately opened from the castle, the guns 
I having been trained upon the bridge in an¬ 
ticipation of the attempt, and the first dis¬ 
charge was destructive; but the range and 
dii’ection being lost, after a discharge or 
two, the retreating army reached the other 
side of tlie Arlanzan, with but a trifling loss. 
By the exertions of the artillery and engi¬ 
neer officers, everything was carried off, ex¬ 
cept the three eightecu-poimders destroyed 
by the enemy's fire, and the eight pieces of 
cannon taken from them in the storm of 
the hornwork. These were buried and 
their carriages destroyed; such stoim and 
ordnance as could not be removed having 
also been wasted and disabled. 


line of their retreat, and on the moiTting of 
the 22nd, reached Celada del Camlno. 
The troops left in blockade of the castle, 
which had begun their retrograde move¬ 
ment early on the morning of the 22nd, 
joined the army on its march from 
Celada to Aldea. The rear-guard con¬ 
sisted of two light battalions of tlie Ger¬ 
man legion under colonel Halkett, and 
Anson's and Bock's brigades of cavalry; the 
whole under the command of sir Stapleton 
Cotton, So complete was the success of 
this hold manoeuvre, that a march was 
gained on the enemy, the retreat^ of the 
allies not being discovered till the afternoon 
of the 22nd, when he rapidly proceeded in 
pursuit. On the 23rd the army continued 
its retreat to Torqueinada- On noon of tliat 
day the Trench cavalry pressing closely on 
the rear-guard, just at the time that the 
main body had crossed the Pisuerga, at 
Cordovillas and Torquemada, the Britisli 
cavalry t^vice charged and checked them for 
nearly three hours before they could effect 
a passage. The rear-guard then retired 
slowly, ivhen a considerable interval occur- 
ing between the hostile squadrons, the 
guerilla horsemen of Marquinez and Julian 
Sanchez, w*ha had been hovering in a kind 
of scattered swarm on the flank, taking 
courage, entered the interval, and made an 
irregular charge on the enemy; but being 
rapidly driven back tow*ards the flank of 
Anson's brigade, mingled with four or five 
squadrons of the eneni3% The hostile squa¬ 
drons being mistaken for Spaniards, were 
allowed to approach without opposition, and 
fiill on the reai^ of the British, and as they 
brought up fresh squadrons every moment, 
the allied cavalry were so hard pressed that 
they were obliged to give way and fall back 
on the two German battalions of infantry 
of the rear-guard under colonel Halkett. 
That officer formed his brigade into squares, 
in cchellon, and gallantly repulsed the 
attack of the enemy. The next day the 
army crossed the Pisuerga; and on the 
24th was in position on a lofty range of 
hills with the garrison in front, while their 
right wing |rested at Duehas, covered by the 
Pisuerga, and their left at Yilla Mmiel, 
The 1st battalion 1st guards, with detach¬ 
ments of other regiments, under lord Dal- 
hourie, here joined the army from Comnna. 

AVellington, now determined to make a 
stand, and check his pursuer, sent out de- 
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tacliments to tlestroy tlie bridges over the 
Carrion at Palencia^ Villa Murieb and 
DueEfts, and that on the Pisuerga at Tariejo, 
Tliose at Villa Muriel and DueSas were 
successfully destroyed j hut those at Palencia 
and Tariejo remained passable ; and even at 
Villa Murielj the enemy was able to effec¬ 
tuate a passage from the following untoward 
circumstance* A horseman suddenly started 
from the French column, and galloped up 
under a storm of bullets, to the chasm of the 
bridge made by the explosion ; when, sud¬ 
denly reining up his horse and exclaiming, he 
was a deserter, begged the English soldiers 
on guard of the bridge to point out some 
ford by which lie could pass* On one being 
pointed out close by, the horseman kissing 
his hand in derision, wheeled his horse 
round, and bending over his saddle-bow, 
dashed back to his comrades, while the 
shots whistled about his ears, and shouts of 
laughter burst from the lookers-on of both 
armies* The consequence of this discovery 
was that the French crossed the river with 
a strong body of infantry and guns, under a 
concentrated fire of artillery, and imme¬ 
diately lined the bed of the canal at Muriel; 
general Oswald, who had succeeded to the 
cammand of the 5tli division in consequence 
of Leith’s indisposition, having neglected to 
occupy Muriel in strength, and hanng over¬ 
looked the advantages presented by the bed of 
the canal, Wellington coming up to the posi¬ 
tion at the moment of its occupation by the 
enemy, instantly despatched a column of 
Spanish troops to dislodge them; but the 
Spaniards being quickly thrown into eon- 
fnsion and repulsed, the Brunswick Oels 
corps advanced, and drove the French across 
the Carrion* Thus the left of the allies wq^ 
secured* But the enemy having in the 
mean time crossed the river at the bridge of 
’Cariejo, and the allied position having thus 
become sapped, VTellington before daybreak 
of the 36th crossed the Pisuerga at Cabezon, 
and ordering a detachment to hold the 
bridge of Tudela on the Douro behind him, 
he directed the 7th division to secure the 
bridges of Valladolid, Simancas, and Tor- 
desillas* Having thus assured his retreat 
behind the Douro, the waters of which were 
now full, he again halted, his object being 
still to gain time and detain the enemy as 
long as possible, in order to effectuate his 
junction with Hill. 

On the morning of the 27th, the wliole 
French army was in front of Cahezon, and 
made an attempt to gain possession of the 
303 


bridge, but were defeated in their intention* 
At this period of the retreat, the English 
general having had an opportunity of ascer¬ 
taining the overwhelming superiority of the 
enemy’s force, fearing, should he be obliged 
to retreat behind the Tormes, that Hill 
would be exposed to the enemy both in front 
and rear, oj-dered him to abandon the de¬ 
fence of the Tagus, and to advance through 
theGundarama pass, to effectuate a junction 
with him on the Adaja. 

On the marniiig of the 38th, Sonliam 
attempted to turn the left of the allied 
army, still halted in its position at Cabezon, 
by extending his own right, and endeavour¬ 
ing to force the bridge of Simancas on the 
Pisuerga, and that of Tordesillas on the 
Douro, In both attempts he was foiled, the 
bridges being destroyed. But the French 
perceiving that only a weak guard of the 
Brunswick Oels corps was left in the castle 
to observe the broken bridge at Tordesillas, 
the-enemy caused a chosen party of volun¬ 
teers, consisting of sixty officers and non¬ 
commissioned officers, to secure the river in 
the night. These gallant men crossing the 
river on horseback, or, in the chivalrous ex¬ 
pression of the author of the War in the 
Peninsula, placing their clothes and arms 
upon a raft, having effected their passage, 
naked as they were,” boldly attacked and 
stormed the castle behind the ruins of the 
bridge held by the Brunswick Oels guard, 
and thus opened a passage over the river to 
the French army* 

IVellington, now, to prevent the enemy 
intercepting his line of communication with 
Hill, put the army in motion, and on the 
30th crossed the Douro by the bridges 
Tudela and Ponte de Douro, and then 
inarching by lus left, and gaining the heights 
between Eueda and Tordesillas, placed his 
army in battle position immediately opposite 
Tordesillas, thus confronting the enemy now 
posted at this town, on the northern bank of 
the river* In this position he remained to the 
Gth of November, employing the interval in 
refreshing and reposing his army, as well as 
for affording time for effecting liis junction 
with Hill* But the enemy having repaired 
the bridge at Toro, as well as that at Tor¬ 
desillas, on the 7th of that month, the allied 
army fell hack to Torrecilla de la Orden. 
Having now ascertained that Hill was suf- 
ffeientiy forward, he broke up from his 
position, and marched toivards the heights 
of San Christ oval, in front of Salamaiicii, 
and then posted the army in the course of 
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the day of the 8th. In the prosecution of 
the retreat to this point, tlie ground over 
which the retreating army passed presented 
a considerable advantage, the road from 
Burgos to Valladolid being intersected every 
I ten or twelve miles by a river, over which 
' the road passes by a ford or bridge. Of 
I this advantage the EugHsh general availed 
himself, hy taking up his several positions 
! on the further side of the intersecting rivers, 

, and destroying the bridges ; thus inter* 
posing the kream as a barrier between him- 
I seif and the enemy. He was thus secured 
in his bivouacs, and had time to retreat be- 
I fore bis rear was forced, or his flank turned. 
During these operations of the allied army 
under Wellington, Hill> in obedience to his 
I orders to abandon the line of the Tagus, 

I and fall back by the Guadarama pass on 
Salamanca, concentrated the forces under 
I l)is‘command. Haring destroyed the stores 
I and works on the Iletiro, lie retreated (Oct. 

^ 30) by the Guadarama vnUey, cautiously 
I followed by the united armies of tlie centre 
I aud soutl), under Joseph and Soult. While 
I moving on Arevalo, for the purpose of effect* 

I ing Ins junction with Wellington on the 
I Adaja, he received ordei*s to direct his 
march by Fontiveros, on Alba de Torraes, 
On the 7th the advanced posts of the 
two armies entered into communication ; 
and on the 8tli, Hill, crossing the Tor- 
mes, and learing in the town of Alba a corps 
of British aud a division of Portuguese, a 
junction was effected. The gi*ound on which 
the late battle had been tbugiit, was still 
blanched with the bones of the combatants, 
and strew n with fragments of casques aud 
cuirasses, and broken arms. The position 
of the allies on the right bank of the river, 
extended from the heights of San Chiistoval 
to Aldea Lcngivaj and the castle of Alba, 
lower down on the same side, was occupied 
by Howard's brigade of the 2nd dirisiou. 
On the left bank, the position terminated at 
the bridge of Alba, behind which Hamilton's 
Portuguese were posted as a support to the 
garrison in the castle ; the other brigades of 
the 2ud division watched the fords of Huerta 
and Encina, while the 3rd and 4th divisions 
’ivere stationed at Calvarassa de Ariba, in 
reserve. The British cavalry covered the 
whole front of the position on the other side 
of the Tormes, and the Spanish infantry 
w^ere posted in Salamanca. 

The French armies of the north, south, 
and centre, were united upon the right bank 
of the Tormes, on the 9 th, Their coinbined 


forces amounted to 75,000 infantry and | 
12,000 cavalry, with 200 pieces of artillery, i 
The allied army amounted to 48,000 infantry j 
aud 5,000 cavaliT. On the 10th Soult at- I | 
tacked the town and castle of Alba, with j 
twenty pieces of cannon and a considerable I 
body of infantry, but he met with so vigor¬ 
ous a resistance that he dreiv off his forces , 
in the course of the night. On the 14th, ' 
the united armies of the south and centre 
crossed the river at the fords of Encinas, 
and took post on the wooded heights of 
IMozarbes. Wellington, when apprised of 
this movement, posting Hill iu front of Alba 
to protect his movements, and securing the 
Arapiies, by leaving the 3rd division there 
in reserve, marched with the 2nd division, 
and a large body of cavalry, to drive the 
enemy across the Tormes; but finding the 
enemy too numerous aud too strongly posted 
to be attacked with the prospect of success, 
he, in the course of the evening, withdrew 
the troops from tho neighbourhood of Alba 
to the Arapiies, and haring destroyed the 
])ridge, left a garrison of 300 Spaniards in 
the castle. The enemy now threatening tlie 
line of communication with Ciudad Eodrig.o, 
the English general dete-rmined to retreat. 

The allied army was immediately put into 
motion, and marching to its right, passed j 
round the enemy's left flank at little more 
than cannon-shot distance, a thick fog and i 
heavy rain favouring the movement. Hav¬ 
ing now gained the direct road to Portugal, 
the army was encamped for the night on 
the Yalmusa river. The retreat continued 
towards the Hue bra during the two next 
days; the Preucli following the line of march 
with a strong advanced guard. On the 17th 
air Edward Paget, who commanded the first 
column, consisting of three dirisions, observ¬ 
ing an interval of about half a mile between 
the 6th and 7th divisions, which had been 
occasioned by the badness of the roads and 
the swelling of the rivulets, riding to the 
rear to ascertain the cause of the separation, 
was, together with his aid-de-camp and 
orderly, captured and carried off by a few 
Italian cavalry who had pushed forward 
through the wood on the scout. The allied 
army on the same day approached the Hue- 
bra, which in this part hows between two 
steep and wooded bilk. The main body 
quickly passed the river, and took post be¬ 
hind it; but the light division, instead of 
following immediately, was formed by its 
commander into squares, to resist the enemy, 
who were pressing foiu'ard with vigour. i 
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Wellington, perceiving its dangerous posi¬ 
tion^ ordered foiu' companies of the 43rd, 
and one of the OSth rifles, to cover the 
passage, while he pushed the remainder of 
the division across the river* The covering 
parties spreading themselves out as skir¬ 
mishers, thougli assailed in flank and rear, 
maintained their ground at the edge of the 
wood, till the division was safe on the other 
side of the Huebra; then, dashing down 
the hill, they crossed the ford with but Uttle 
loss. The allied army was now in a position 
that covered the roads to Ciudad Ro^igo, 
and were only one day’s march distant 
from it* 

Between three and four on the following 
morning the army resumed its march* The 
retreat at this point was a matter of peculiar 
delicacy i for though the Huebra presented 
a strong position for defence, it was not un¬ 
attended with difficulty to remove from, in 
the presence of an enemy i and that diffi¬ 
culty was increased by the principal road, 
which was about a mile in the rear of the 
position, being rendered impassable by the 
overflowing of a rivulet * Of this the com- 
mander-in-chief being aware, he ordered 
that the army should march by a longer and 
seemingly more difficult road* But his gen¬ 
eral officers adopted the line of march for 
themselves. Wellington posted himself be¬ 
fore daybreak in his Mne of route; but 
finding the troops did not make their ap¬ 
pearance, he galloped off for the other road, 
where he found his self-sufficient generals 
brought to a stand by the flood* Content¬ 
ing himself with one sarcastic remark, more 
expressive of contempt than anger, he pro¬ 
ceeded to di'aw off the troops and lead them 
into the road selected* On the folloiving 
day (18th November) the army reached 
Ciudad Rodrigo; on the 20th, crossed the 
frontier of Portugal, or halted in the vil¬ 
lages on the Agneda; and as soon as it was 
known that the enemy had re-crossed the 
Tormes, they were distributed in their win¬ 
ter quarters, the left resting at Lamego, jju 
the Douro; and the right advanced to Banos 
and Bejar, to hold the passes. As soon as 
the army had reached Ciudad Rodrigo, the 
light cavalry and the guerilla horse were 
despatched to search for the stragglers, the 
wounded, and disabled, in the woods; of 
whom they found above 1,500. 

“ During the retreat from the Tormes to 
the Agueda, the weather was very inclement, 
storms of vdnd and rain succeeded each 
other with little intermission, and the march 
304 


was cither over stony and ploughed grounds, 

or marshy and swampy limds scored with 
gullies, so that the troops were often ankle- 
deep in clay and mud, and water, and the 
horses sank up to the fetlocks. In the 
inarch from the Arlanzan to the Douro, some 
of the rivers crossed were breast-high at the ^ 
fords* Sometimes divisions w^cre moved too 
soon, more frequently too late, and kept 
standing upon wet ground, in rain, for 
hours, perishing mth. cold, waiting the order 
to move* Theii* clothes were seldom dry | 
for six hours together, and during the latter | 
part of the retreat continually wet ; some- I 
times they were bivouacked in a swamp | 
when better ground was near; they lay 
down upon the wet ground, fell asleep from | 
mere exhaustion, were roused to receive their j 
meat, and had then no means of dressing ' 
it—'the camp-kettles had been sent on, or 
by some error were some miles in the rear, | 
or the mules which carried them had famish- | 
ed on the way; and no fire could be kindled , 
on wet ground, with wet materials and under ' 
a heavy rain. The subalterns threw the 
blame upon their superiors, and these again 
upon then's, all complaining of incompetence 
in some of the general officer^ and careless¬ 
ness or supercilious neglect in some of the 
staff. The consequence was, the bivouacks 
were on gi'ound perfectly saturated with 
water. The privations were equally great*’^^ , 
Prom the negligence of the commissariat, 
only two rations had been served to the 
troops during the five days of the retreat 
from the Tormes to the Agneda. Insubor¬ 
dination and marauding w^ere the result. 

In the retreat from Burgos to the Douro, 
12,000 men w^ere lying at the same moment 
about the streets, and in wine caves of Tor- i 
queraada, in a helpless state of intoxication; 
and the excesses were equalled to a propor¬ 
tionate extent by Hill’s rear-guard at Yal- 
I demoro : hundreds were picked up in a 
senseless state in the cellars which they had 
plundered. The retreat during the 16th 
was through the extensive ivoods on the 
Huebra, and as those localities abounded 
with droves of swine, both officers and men 
straggled during the night from the lines of; 
march, and shot them. At one time so 
regular a fire of musketry rolled through 
the forest that it was apprehended the enemy 
were making a night attack* Though two 
of the oflenders were hung, it liud little 
cfi’ect in restraining the starving soldiers. 

Thus ended this masterly retreat, in wliich 
* Southey* 
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no capture or destructiou of stores, treasure, 
ordnance or prorisions—no abandonment of 
the sick and wounded—had taken place; 
and though a considerable loss of prisoners 
had been sustained, that loss did not happen 
! ia combat, but from the straggling of the 
1 men from the line of march, or ia the course 
I of the night, for the purpose of marauding; 

I or when in a state of intoxication. The 
loss has been variously stated—the IVench 
1 represented it to exceed 12,000; the Eng¬ 
lish scarcely as many hundi-eds. The truth 
is, the loss by casualties and prisoners, was 
about 1,500; while more than twice that 
number of stragglers fell into the hands of 
the enemy. 

In speaking of the retreat from Burgos, an 
' infantry otEcer says,—The privations wliich 
the army suffered were unusually severe : I 
saw many a brave fellow lying on the road, 
dying from fatigue, famine, and the in¬ 
clemency of the weather. On one spot, 
about 100 English and Portuguese soldiers 
lay extended after the retreat* One miser¬ 
able instance was a soldier of the 95th; 
having marched as far as he was able, at 
last he sunk from exhaustion, and crawled 
upon his hands and knees, until he expired/' 
Another thus describes his rnisadventure. 
“We travelled the whole of the night, our 
array in full retreat, and the French in close 
pursuit; the weather wet and miserably 
I cold, and the roads so drenched, it was up 
I to the middle in mud; the animals were 
: knocked np, and 1 unfortunately fell into 
the hands of the enemy, a French hussar 
regiment, who treated" me vilely. Tliey 
knocked the cart from under me, sabred 
I the men and dragged me into the middle of 
! the road; stripped me, tearing my clothes 
1 into shreds, and turning me over with their 
^ sabres, plundered me of what little I had 
remaining; tore a gold ring from my finger, 
and then left nie naked, to perish with 
! cold and hunger. I lay in this miseralde 
state two days and nights, with no mortal 
, near me, except dead ones; one of which 
I lay with Ids head upon my legs, having 
died in that position during the night pre¬ 
ceding, and I was too weak to remove his 
' ^)ody; I could not raLse myself, I was so 
reduced. In this suffering state I continued 
to exist, which I attributed to some rum, 
of wdiich I drank a considerable quantity 
from a Frenchman's canteen, wdio was hu¬ 
mane enough to let me do so, w^hen I ex¬ 
plained to him that I was a British officer: 

1 * MaxwelL 
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the rum soon laid me to sleep. The French- i 
man was a hussar, and appeared to belong 
to the regiment who had treated me so 
inhumanly in the morning (it was now past 
dusk). I begged him to take me up be¬ 
hind him. He shook his head; but kindly 
took an old blanket fi^om uiider hia sad¬ 
dle, covered me with it, and then rode 
off. In this wretched state I was discov¬ 
ered hy an Irish soldier, who turned out I 
a true Samaritan. The poor fellow found 
me literally in a state of starvation, and 
took me upon his back {for I was quite | 
helpless) to the village; begged food for j : 
me from door to door; but the inhuman ! | 
Spaniards shut them in onr faces, refusing 1 
me both shelter and food, at the same time | 
they were actually baking bread for the : 
French. However, my fellow-sufferer, by ; 
good chance, found a dead horse, and he I 
supplied me ^vith raw flesh and acorns; 
which, at the time, I thought a luxurj% 
believe me, and devoured, when first given 
me, in such quantities, as nearly put an end 
to my sufferings." 

“A very creditable exception must be 
made in favour of the Spanish women, who 
during the Peninsular campaign, exhibited 
the greatest kindness towards the British, and 
afforded to the sick or wounded soldiery 
the most disinterested and devoted atten¬ 
tion. In the higher classes this feeling was 
frequently indulged, even at the risk of 
family or personal proscription; and it 
would appear that among the hnmhler 
grade a warm sympathy existed towards 
ttieir deliverers."* “Two girls, daughters of , 
the baker of the village, notmthstauding 
the. threat of piintshment to those who 
should relieve me," says a sufferer, “ abso¬ 
lutely did, two or three times, bring me a 
little food saved from their ovvn meals/'f , 

Another writer, referring to this retreat, 
says, “ It is scarcely possible to imagine what 
powerful effect the excitement consequent 
on active warfare produces upon those who 
under different circumstances would evince ! 
apathy or irritability. Men nursed in the 
lap of luxury, and accustomed from child¬ 
hood to all the elegancies of upper life, sub¬ 
mitted to every privation without a murmur; 
ivhile others, whose constitutional indolence 
was proverbial, seemed actuated by some 
secret impulse that spurred them to exer¬ 
tion, and roused a latent energy that was 
surprising even to themselves. Persons who 
at home would have dreaded injurious cir- | 

+ ^tcoiiectiotis of jFouk 
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cum stances from a clamp shoe^ were too f 
liappVj on serv'ice in the Peninsula^ to find i 
the shelter of a roof and luxury of wet s 
litter after a ten hour^s march over muddy < 
roads, in rain, and storm, and darkness; 1 
and those whose Apician tastes were not nn- 
frequently outraged by the culinary offend- 1 
ings of the most gifted raess-cook, cheerfully I i 
discussed the ration cut from the reeking 3 
carcase of an over-driven ox, and exchanged i 
claret and champagne for aqua ardienta and i 
vin dti pa^s, flavouring more strongly of the 
goat-skin tlian the grape. 

" U is true, that w^hen cantoned the army 
were spared from these annoyances. The 
strict eye kept by lord Wellington over the 
commissariat at these times, secured a 
plentiful supply of necessaries for the troops, 
and under huts or cauvass they were toler¬ 
ably protected from the weather; but at 1 
the sieges, the retreats, and the rapid 1 
advances in bad weatlier, nothing could 
surpass the misery endured through cold 
and heat, hunger and thirst, continued 
fatigtte, and all the ills the soldier's life is 
heir to. Bright as the hour of triumph 
appears to the conqueror—brilliant as the 
foughten field that ends in victory— ‘ the 
tale of war still bears a painful sound/ 
and many a heart-rending story of distress 
might be narrated attendant on the storms 
of Badajos and Rodrigo, and the retreats to 
Corimna, the Lines, and from Burgos. The 
state of the sick, the wom-out, and^ the 
■wounded, was pitiable. Unable to extricate 
themselves, numbers, ^ with vulnerable 
wounds,' penshed of cold and hunger in the 
ditches of tlie captured fortresses—or, after 
struggling to the last, died on the line of 
march, abandoned of necessity by their com¬ 
rades, and ridden over or cut down by 
merciless pursuers, who had neither leisure 
nor inclination to extend succour to those 
deserted sufferers." 

The following extracts from the “ Des¬ 
patches,” dated Cabezon, October 26th ; 
and Ciudad Rodrigo, November 19tb, ex¬ 
hibit an admirable summary of the ope- 
1 rations which occurred :— 

“ Cabe^on, 26th October, 1812. 

^^The enemy followed our movement with 
their whole army. Our rear-guard consisted 
of two light battalions of the king's German 
legion, under colonel Halkett; and of major- 
general Anson's brigade of cavalry; aiul 
major-general Bock's brigade was haltec] 
at the Venta del Poso, to give them support 
the whole under the command of lieutenant- 
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general sir Stapleton Cotton, Don Julian i 
Saochev/ marched on the left of the Arlan- ' ! 
lan; and the party of guerillas hitherto ’ 
commanded by Marquinez, on the bilk on 
die left of our rear-guard. i 

Major-general Ansonk brigade charged , 
twice, with great success, in front of Cebda 

3el Camino, and the enemy were detained | 
above three hours by the troops under lieute¬ 
nant-general sir Stapleton Cotton, in the pas- ' 1 
sage of the Hormaza, in front of that village. 

The rear-guard continued to fall back in | 
the best order, till the guerillas, on the 
left, having been driven in, they rode to- , 
wards the flank of the rear of inajor-general 1 
Anson's brigade, and four or five squadrons | 
of the enemy mixed with them. These i 
were mistaken for Spaniards, and they fell 1 
upon the flank and real’ of our troops. 'VVe 
sustained some loss; and lieutenant-colonel . 
Pelly, of the IGth dragoons, having had his 
horse shot, was taken prisoner. ^ 

^^The delay occasioned by this misfortune 
enabled the enemy to bring up a very supc- , 
nor body of cavalry, which was charged by 1 
major-general Bockk and major-general i 
Ansonk brigades, near the Yenta del Poso, 
but unsuccessfully, and our rear-gviard was j 
hard pressed. The enemy made three 
charges on the two light battalions of the 
king's German legion, formed in squares, 
but were always repulsed with considerable 
loss by the steadiness of these two battaUons. ^ 
Tliev suffered no loss, and I cannot sufii- | . 
ciently applaud their conduct, and that of 
colonel Hdkett, who commanded them ” 1 

The despatch then expressing the com- 1 | 
mander-in-chiers approbation of the exer¬ 
tions and conduct of lieutenant-general sir 
Stapleton Cotton, and Major Biillk troop of | 
horse artillery, under major Downman and * 
captain Ramsay, proceeds to state that— 1 

“The army continued its march on the 
24tbj and took up its ground on the Carrion, 
with its right at Duehas, and left at Villa- ' 
Muriel; and the 1st battahon 1st guards 
joined us from Coruna. 1 halted there ou 
the 25th, and the enemy attacked our left | 
at Yilla-MurieL They w^ere repulsed, how- , 
ever, by the 5th division of infantry, under 
. the command of major-general Oswald, in ” 
i the absence of lieuteiiaut-general Leith, on 

1 account of indisposition. 

“ I had directed the 3rd battalion of the , 

1 Ilovals to march to Palencia, to protect the i 

L destruction of the bridges over tlie Carrion 
; at that place; but it appears tliat the enemy 
- assembled in such force at that point that ' 
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lieutenant-colonel Campbell thou^lit it ne¬ 
cessary to retire upon Villa-Miiriel, and the 
enemy passed the Carrion at Palencia. This 
rendered it necessary to change onr front, 
and I directed major-general Oswald to 
throw back our left, and the Spanish troops 
upon the heights, anti to maintain the Car¬ 
rion with the right of the 5 th dmsion. 
The bridge of Villa-Muriel was destroyed, 
but the enemy diseorercd a ford, and passed 
over a considerable body of cavalry and 
infantry. I made major-general Pringle 
and bngadier-general Barnes, attack these 
troops, under the orders of major-general 
Oswald; in which attack the Spanish troops 
co-operated, and they were driven across 
the river with considerable loss. The fire 
upon the left Iiad been very severe through¬ 
out the day, from which we suffered a good 
deal, and major-general Don Miguel Alava 
\Yas unfortunately wounded while carrying 
on the Spanish infantry in pursuit of the 
enemy. I broke up this morning from the Car¬ 
rion, and marched upon Cabexon del Campo, 
where I have crossed the Pisuerga." 


Ciudad Rodrigo, 19th Nov. 1812, 

“ The troops under the command of lieu¬ 
tenant-general sir Rowland Hill, crossed 
the Tormes at Alba on the 8tli instant, and 
those under my command took the position 
on the heights of San Chris to val de la Guest a 
on the same day; brigadier-general Pack^s 
brigade occupying Aldea Lengua, and brig¬ 
adier-general Bradford's Cahrerizos, on our 
right, and the British cavalry covering our 
iVont. I had desired lieutenant-general sir 
Rowland Hill to occupy the town and castle 
ofAlba with niajor-generaJ Howard's brigade 
of the 2nd division, learing lieutenant-gen¬ 
eral Hamilton's Portuguese division on the 
left of the Tormes to support those troops, 
while the Slid division was posted in the 
neighbourhood of the fords of Encinas and 
Huerta, and the 3rd and 4th divisions re¬ 
mained at Calvarrassa de Arriba in reserve. 

“ On the 9th, the enemy drove in the 
pickets of major-general Long's brigade of 
cavalry in front of Alba; and major-general 
Long was obliged to withdraw his troops 
through Alba on the moruing of the 10th. 
In the course of the day, the enemy's whole 
army approached our positions on the Tor¬ 
mes ; and they attacked the troops in Alba 
with twenty pieces of cannon and a con¬ 
siderable body of infantry. They made no 
impression on them, however, and withdrew 
the cannon and the greatest pai't of the 


troops in the night, and this attack was 
never renewed. 

I enclose lieutenant-general Hamilton's 
report to sir Rowland Hill, of the transac¬ 
tions at Alba, which were highly creditable 
to the troops employed. From the 10th to 
the 14th the time was passed in various re¬ 
connaissances, as well of the fords of the 
Tormes, as of the position which the troops 
under my command occupied, on the right 
of that river, in front of Salamanca, and on 
the 14th the enemy crossed that river in 
force at the fords near Encinas, about two 
leagues above Alba. 

I immediately broke up from San Cliris- 
tovaJ, and ordered the troops towards the 
Arapiles] and as soon as I ascertained the 
direction of the enemy's inarch from the 
fords, I moved with the 2nd dirision of in- 
fantiy and all the cavalry I could collect, to 
attack them, leaving Ueuteiiant-general sir 
Rowland Hill with the 4th; and lieutenant- 
general Hamilton's divisions in front of Alba 
to protect the movement, and the 3rd divi¬ 
sion in reserve on the Arapiles, to secure the 
possession of that position. 

'' The enemy, however, was already too 
strong, and too strongly posted at Mozarbes 
to be attacked; and I confined myself to a 
cannonade of their cavalry, under cover of 
which I reconnoitred their position. 

In the evening I withdi*ew all the troops 
from the neighbourhood of Alba to the 
Arapiles, leaving a small Spanish garrison 
in the castle, with directions to evacuate it, 
if they should find that the enemy retired, 
and having destroyed the bridge. In the 
course of the night and following morning 
I moved the greatest part of the troops 
through Salamanca, and placed lieutenant- 
general sir E. Paget with the 1st division of 
infantry on the right at Aldea Tejada, in 
order to secure that passage for the troops 
over the Zurguen, in ease the movements of 
the enemy on our right flank should render 
it necessary for me to make choice either of 
giving up my communication with Ciudad 
Rodrigo or Salamanca* 

“ On the morning of the 15th, I found the 
enemy fortifying their position at Mozarhes, 
which they had taken up the night before, 
at the same time that they were moviog 
bodies of cavalry and infantry towards their 
own left, and to our communications with 
Ciudad Rodrigo. It was obrious that it was 
the enemy's intentiou to act upon our com¬ 
munications ; and as they were too strong, 
and too strongly posted for me to think of 
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attacking tkera, I fleterrnined to move upon 
Ciudad Rodrigo, I therefore put the army 
iu march in three columnSj and crossed the 
Zurguen, and then passed the enemy’s left 
flank, and encamped that niglit on the Vah 
muza, ^Ve continued our march succes¬ 
sively on the 10thj 17th, 18th, and this day, 
Avhen part of the army crossed the Agneda, 
and the wliole will cross that river ta-mor- 
row, and canton between the Agueda and 
Coa. 

The enemy followed onr movement on 
the 16th with a large body^ probably the 
whole of the cavalry, and a considerable 
body of infantry; but they did not attempt 
to press upon onr rear* They took advan¬ 
tage of the ground to cannonade oui^ rear¬ 
guard, cousistiug of the light division, under 
major-general AUen, on the 17th, on its 
passage of the Iluebra at Sau MuSoz, and 
occasioued some loss* 

“The troops have suffered considerably 
from the severity of the weather: which, 
since the 13 th, has been worse than I have 
ever known at this season of the year* The 
soldiers, as usual, straggled from their re¬ 
giments in seareli of plunder, and I am 
apprehensive that some may have fallen into 
the enemy’s hands. 

“1 am sorry to add, that we have bad 
the misfortnne to lose lieutenant-general 
air E. Paget, who was taken prisoner on 

* In the course of the same day, general sir Ed¬ 
ward Paget, who had ridden to the rear to discover 
the cause of some delay in the march of the Tth 
division of infantry, was surprised, when on the top 
of a hill, with a spy-giass in his hand, and was 
taken prisoner by soaie Italian cavalrj" which issued 
from a wood, I was well acquainted with the ntficer 
who hod the principal share in this capture. It ivua 
Don Marc Antonio Colonna, son of the prince of 
StigHatio, a branch of the most ancient and nohle 
family of the Colonna, long settled in the kingdom 
of Naples, He discovered, with Uls glass, an Eng¬ 
lish general ofRcer on the top of a hill, and galloping 
to the spot, Kurroimded the base of the hill. 1 have 
often heard him give a graphic and touching ac¬ 
count of the behaviour of the stately and gallant 
vetei'an, who had already lost an ai^in, and was very 
short-sighted. Sir Ed word, upon first seeing the 
dragoons, put spurs to his horse, and would have 
galloj>ed down tlie lull, but Colonna cried out that 
It \vas surrounded, that escape was impossible, that 
the attempt might lead to desiraction; and as he 
closed upon him with several troopers, sir Edward 
presented his sw'ord, and surrendered.’' Upon learn¬ 
ing the capture, lord Wellington wrote the following 
characteristic letter. 

Head-quarters, 19th November, 1812. 

Mr Dear Paget, —I did not hear of your misfor¬ 
tune till more than hour after it had occurred, nor 
w-as I certain of it till the enemy aitacked our rear¬ 
guard, and the firing had continued for some time, 
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the He commanded the centre ' 

column; and the fall of rain having greatly 
injured the roads, and swelled the rivulets, i 
there was an interval between the 5th and 
7tb divisions of infantry. Sir Edward rode 
alone to the rear to discover the cause of 
this interval; and as the road passed through 
a wood, either a detachment of the euemy^® 
cavalry had got upon the road, or he missed 
the road, and fell into their hands in the i 
wood, I understand that sir Edward was 
not wounded, but I cannot sufficiently regret 
the loss of his assistance at this moment. 

“In my despatch of the 7th instant, I 
communicated to your lordship my opinion 
of the strength of the enemy, as far as I 
could judge of it from the reports I had 
received, and from what I had seen. I have I 
since learned that general Cafiarelli, with I 
the army of the north, certainly reiuained 
joined with the army of Portugal. King 
Joseph left Madrid on the 4th instant, and 
arrived at Penaranda on the 8th, leaving at 
Madrid the civil authorities of his govern- 
raent, and a small garrison* These authori¬ 
ties and troops evacuated Madrid on the 
7th, and marched for Castile; and colonel 
Don J. Palecca took possession of that city. 

“Your lordship will have seen general 
BaIlastei*os’ letter of the 24tli of October to 
the regency, from which you w^dl observe 
that he disobeyed the orders of the govern- 

and I found you were not on the field and you 
w ill judge of niy concern by the sense which I hope ' 
you ieel I entertain of the cordial assistance which I 
received from you during the short time that you 
have been 'ivith us. I cannot accout for your mia* 
fortune, excepting ibat you were alone, and ^nld 
not see the approach of the enemy’s cavalry. *lhat 
w hich must now be done, is to endeavour to obtain 
your esehnnge, 1 have no French general otficer in 
the Peninsula; but 1 beg you to make it known to 
the king and to ibe duke of Dalmatia, tliiit 1 will 
engage that any general officer they name shall 
be sent from England to France in exchange for 
you* If you should find that there is any prospect 
of your lieing exchanged, I recommend to you to 
endeavour to prevail upon tlie king not to send you 
to France. It is not necessary to enter into the 
reason for giving you this advice. If the king or 
the duke of Dalmatia will not name an officer to be 
exchanged for you, the sooner you are sent to France ; 
the belter, I send you sotho money — £20(J* 1 will ^ 
take care of your friend Morley* You cannot eon- 
I ceive how much 1 regret your loss. This is the j 
second time I have been deprived of your assis- i 
tance, at an early period after yon bad joined us, ^ 
and 1 am almost afraid to wish to have you again; | 
but God knows with what pleasure I shall hear or 
vour being liberated, and shall see you with us.— ^ 
Believe me, &c. ellikgton. I 

I P* S. — Let me know your wishes on any suhJccT,^na i 
thev shall be carried into execution.—3ia^/^^r/£f;ie* ^ ^ 
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meut given to liim at my suggestion, to 
march his troops into La Mancha, and 
' liang upon the eueiny's left flank, because 

1 the regency and cortes had ofl:ered me the 

I chief command of the Spanish armies. 
General Virues, who succeeded to the com¬ 
mand upon general Baliasteros being re¬ 
moved, had not advanced farther than Jaen, 
Tvhen I last heard from that quarter on the 
8th instant. The whole of the enemy^s dis- 
' posable force in Spain was therefore upon 
the Tormes iu the middle of this inontli, 
and they were certainly not less than 
80,000 men, but more probably 90,000. 
Of these, 10,000 were cavalry; and as the 
army of Portugal alone had 100 pieces of 

1 cannon, it is probable that they had not 
less in all than 200 pieces. I had 52,000 
British and Portuguese troops, of which 
! 4,000 were British cavalry, on the Tornies, 

1 and from 12,000 to 16,000 Spaniards ; and, 
although I slionld have felt no hesitation in 
trying the issue of a general action on 
ground which I should have selected, I did 
not deem it expedient to risk the cause 
on the result of an attack of the enemy 
in a position which they had selected and 

1 strengthened. 

1 " 1 entertained hopes that I should have 

1 been able to prevent the enemy from cross¬ 
ing the Tormes, in which case they must 

1 have attacked me in the position of San 

1 Clii'istoval, or must have retired, leaving us 
[ in possession of the line of the Tormes. 

I considered either to be likely to be at- 
1 tended by so many advantages to the cause, 
that I deemed it expedient to delay mj 
march from the Tormes till the enemy 
should be actually established oa the left 

1 of that river; and if the weather liad been 
more favourable, we should have made the 
movement without mconvenience or loss. 

b difficult to form a judgment of the 
enemy's intentions at present. They have 
ivot pushed any troops beyond the Yeltes, 
and very few beyond the Huebra. But it 
is obvdons, and a general sense is said to 
prevail among the French officers, that until 
they can get the better of the allied army, 
it is useless to attempt the conquest and 
settlement of Spain; and as far as I can 
form a judgment from one of marshal 
Soult's letters to the king in cipher, wdiich 
was intercepted, and fell into ray hands 
some time ago, it was his opinion, and he 
urged that Portugal should be made the 
seat of the war. 

'^The result of the campaign, however, 

though not so favourable as I at one mo- i 
ment expected, or as it w'ould have been, if 

I could have succeeded in the attack of the 
castle of Burgos, or if general Ballasteros 
had made the movement into La Mancha, 
which was suggested, is still so favourable, 
that this operation appears out of the ques¬ 
tion. The strong places of Ciudad llodrigo 
and Badajos being in our possession, and 
Almeida being re-established, it is not easy 
for the enemy to penetrate by either of the 
great entrances into Portngai; and although 
the two former of these places (particularly 
the first-mentioned) are neither in the state 
of defence nor garrisoned as I shoukl wish 
to see them, having deprived the enemy of 
their ordnance, arsenals, and magazines in 
Andalusia, at Madrid, at Salamanca, arid 
Valladolid, it does not appear possible that 
these places should be attacked. I conclude, 
therefore, that for the present they will 
canton their army in Old Castile, and iu 
the valley of the Tagus, and will wait for 
the arrival of fresh rciuforcements and 
means from France.^' 

The army being now disposed in its winter 
cantonments, the commauder-in-chief de¬ 
voted his attention to the reform of its moral 
inefficiency and physical deterioration. In 
pursuance of this purpose, he addressed the 
following circular to the commanding officers 
of divisions and brigades :— 

“ Freneda, 28th November, 1812. 

Gentlemen,—I have ordered the army 
into cautonments, in whicli I hope that 
circumstances will enable me to keep them 
for some time, during wldeli the troops will 
receive their clothing, necessaries, &c., which 
are already in progress by difiereut lines of 
communication to the several divisions of 
brigades. 

** But, besides these objects, I must draw 
your attention in a very particular manner 
to the state of discipline of tlie troops. The 
discipline of every army, after a long and 
active campaign, becomes in some degree 
relaxed, and requires the utmost attention 
on the part of the general and other officers 
to bring it back to the state in which it 
ought to be for service; but I am con¬ 
cerned to have to observe, that the aimriy 
under mj command has fallen ofl:' in this 
respect in the late campaign to a greater 
degree than any army witli which I have 
ever served, or of which I have ever read. 
Yet this army has met with no disaster; 
it has sufiFered no privations, wliich but tri- 
fl-ing attention on the part of the officers 
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could liave prevented, and for mIiicIi there 
cscisted no reason whatever in the natiire of 
the service; nor has it siiifered any hard¬ 
ships excepting those resulting from the 
necessity of being exposed to the inclemen¬ 
cies of the weather at a moment when they 
were most severe. 

It must be obvious, however, to every 
officer, that from the moment the troops 
commenced the retreat from the neighbour¬ 
hood of Burgos on the one hand, and from 
Madrid on the other, the officers lost all 
command over their men. In'egiilantics 
and outrages of all descriptions were com¬ 
mitted with impunity, and losses have been 
sustained which ought never to have oc¬ 
curred. Yet the necessity for retreat ex¬ 
isting, none was ever made on wliicli the 
troops had such aliort marches* none on 
which they made such long and repeated 
halts; and none on w^hich the retreating 
armies w'cre so little pressed on their rear 
by tlie enemy. 

“ lYe must look, therefore, for the exist¬ 
ing evils, and for the situation in which we 
now find the army, to some causes besides 
those resulting from the operatioas in which 
we have been engaged. 

I have no hesitation in attributing these 
evils to the habitual inattention of the officers 
of the regiments to tlieir duty, as prescribed 
by the staucUug regulations of the service, 
and by the orders of this army. 

I am far from questioning the jceal, still 
less the gallantry and spirit of the officers of 
the army ; and I am quite certain, if their 
minds can be convinced of the necessity of 
minute and constant attention to understand, 
recollect, and carry into execution the orders 
that have been issued for the performance 
of their duty, and that the strict performance 
of this duty is necessai'y to enable the array 
to serve tlie country as it ought to he served, 
they will in future give their attention to 
these points. 

“Unfortunately the inexperience of the 
officers of the army has induced many to 
consider that the period during which an 
army is on service is one of rchixatioii from 
all rule, instead of being, as it is, the period 
dming which, of all others, every rule for 
the regulation and control of the conduct 
of the soldier, for the inspection and care of 
his arms, ammunition, accoutrements, ne¬ 
cessaries, and tield equipments, and his 
horse and horse appointments; lor the re¬ 
ceipt and issue and care of ids prorisions, 
and the regulation of all that helongs to his 
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food and the forage for his horse, must be 
nmst strictly attended to by the officei's of | 
bis company or troop, if it is intended that | 
an army, a r5ritisii army in particular, sliall 
be brouglit into the field of battle, in a state 
of efficiency to meet tlje enemy on the day 

of trial. 1 . T 

“ These are the points, then, to vvlncn I 
most earnestly entreat yoa to turn your at¬ 
tention, and the attention of the officers of 
the regiments under your command, l^ortu- 
guese as well as English, during the period | 
ill which it may be in my power to leave 
the troops in their cantonments. The com¬ 
manding officei*s of regiments must enforce 
the orders of the army regarding the con- , 
stant inspection and superintendence of the | 
officers over the conduct of the men of their | 
companies in their cantonments; and they I 
must endeavour to inspire the non-commis¬ 
sioned officers with a sense of their situa¬ 
tion and authority; and the non-commis¬ 
sioned officers must he forced to do their 
duty by being constantly under the view 
and superiutendence of the officers. By 
these meaiis the frequent and discreditable ^ 
recourse to the authority of the provost, and 
to punishments by the sentence of courts- 
martial, will be prevented, and the soldiers 
will not dare to commit the offences and 
outrages of which there are too many com¬ 
plaints, when they know that their officers 
and non-com missioned officers have their 
eves and attention turned towai’ds them. 

“ " The commanding officers of regiraents 
must likeirise enforce the orders of the army 
regarding the constant real inspection of ! 
the soldiers' arms, ammunition, accoutre¬ 
ments, and necessaries, in order to prevent 
at all times the sliameful waste of ammu¬ 
nition, and the sale of that article and of the 
soldiers' necessaries. M' itli this view both 
should be inspected daily. 

“ In regard to the food of the soldier, 1 
have frequently observed and lamented in 
the late campaign, the facility and celerity 
with which the Freneh soldiers cooked in 
comparison with those of oni' army. 

“ Tlie cause of this disadvantage is the 
same as that of every other description, the 
want of attention of the officers to the orders 
of the army, and the conduct of their men, 
and the consequent want of authority' over 
their conduct. Certain men of each eoiii- 
panv should be appointed to cut and bring 
in the wood, others to letch water, and 
others to get the meat, ^c, to be cooked; 
and it would soon be found that if this 
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practice were daily enforced, and a par¬ 
ticular hoar for seeing the dinners, and for 
tlie meu dining, named, as it ought to be, 
equally as for parade, that cooking would 
no longer require the iiiconvement length 
of time which it has lately been found to 
take, and that the soldiers would not be 
exposed to the privation of their food at the 
moment at which the army may he engaged 
in operations with the enemy. 

You will, of course, give your attention 
to the field exercise and discipline of the 
troops. It is very desirable that the soldiers 
should not lose the habits of marching; and 
the divisions should march ten or twelve 
miles twice in each iveek, if the weather 
should permit, and the roads in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of the cantonments of the divi¬ 
sions should be diy. 

But I repeat, that the great object of 
the attention of the general and field oflScers 
must be to get the captains and subalterns 
of the regiments to understand and perform 
the duties required from them, as the only 
mode by which the discipline and efficiency 
of the army can be restored and maintained 
during the next campaign. 

“ 1 have the honour to be, &c. 

Wellington/^ 

This letter was received by the army in 
general with vexation ; and by some of the 
oldest and best regiments, who had main¬ 
tained their discipline, and whose losses had 
been trithng, with a momentary feeling of 
resentment. But it must be admitted that 
the circumstances of the retreat justified the 
severity of the remarks. Of those who had 
been the most culpable, some were tried, 
others dismissed, and many allowed to return 
home to avoid more painful consequences. 

In the annexed despatch, addressed to tlie 
earl of Liverpool, lord Wellington takes a 
rapid glance at the state of affairs in the 
Peninsnla, and alludes to his prospects in the 
beginning of the next year. 

“ Ciudad liodrigo, 23rd Nov, 1813. 

received by the last post your letter of 
the 27 th October, ‘^^'hen one army is so 
inferior in numbers to another as ours is to 
the French army, now assembled in Castile, 
its operations must depend in a great degree 
upon those of its opponent. It is impos¬ 
sible therefore for me at this period to point 
out what line I shall follow. 'Fhe enemy 
have abandoned ^ladrid, and having given 
up all their communications with the north, 
solely with a view to collect a still larger 
force against us, there is no diversion which 


would answer at present to efleet an alter¬ 
ation in our relative numbers, even if I could 
depend upon the Spaniards to do any thing. 
But I am quite in despair about them. The 
only man among them who ever did any 
thing (Ballasteros) is gone; and I am ap- 
prehemive that it will be quite impossible to 
employ him again. But even he never did 
more than give employment for a short 
period to one or at most two divisions of 
the enemy^s army. Then there is another 
circumstance irhich must be attended to, 
and that is the situation of oiu* own army. 
It lias been actively employed since the 
beginning of last January, and requires 
rest. The horses of the cavafry, and artil¬ 
lery in particular, require botli that and 
good food and care during the winter; and 
the discipline of the infantry requires to be 
attended to as is usual in all armies after so 
and one of so much ac- 


long a campaign, 
tivity.' 

“ I believe that the enemy require repose 
as much, if not more than we do ; and that 
their immense numbers are rather embar¬ 
rassing to them in a country already ex¬ 
hausted. But I am not quite certain that 
tliey do not propose to penetrate into Por¬ 
tugal this winter. I hope the enterprise 
wdl end fatally to them; but our troops will 
suffer a good deal if they are to have a 
winter campaign, and if the weather should 
contimie as severe as it has been since the 
15th of this month. I believe that I have 
under-rated rather than over-rated, the 
enemy^s force. They say themselves at 
Salamanca that they have 90,000 infantry 
and 14,000 cavalry; and their demand for 
provisions from the country is 140,000 ra¬ 
tions daily. I think they have 90,000 men 
altogether, including from 10,000 to 12,000 
cavalry. The morning state will show what 
we have. 

“It is not easy to form a judgment in 
Spain of the strength of the euemy^s armies. 
The disposition of the Spaniards to exag¬ 
gerate their own advantages induces the best 
intentioned among them to deceive; and no 
individual wdl ever allow that the French 
have more men than he has seen himself. 
The imrabers of the army now in Castile 
have been stated to me at 15,000, and at 
almost every number from 15,000 to 90,000. 
I have never found myself mistaken in my 
estimate of the numbers of the enemy, when 
I relied upon the returns, making a reason¬ 
able abatement for losses during the period 
elapsed since their date. The only occasion 
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on which I have been seriously mistaken 
was at BurgoSj when I relied upon the re¬ 
ports of the country; and was induced to 
believe that sir IL Popham's operations 
would continue to give employment to Caf- 
farelli. Bat I afterwards found that the 
army of Portugal had been very largely 
reinforced in cavalry as well as in infantryj 
to a larger amount even than I stated in my 
despatch to Lord Bathurst, as it was thirty- 
one battalions instead of twenty-three, as I 
stated, and the 130th regiment. There 
were besides two divisions of infantry, and 
from 1,000 to 1,400 cavalry of the army of 
the Nor til; and most certainly when I saw 
the whole drawn out near Cigales, they were 
not less than 46,000, of which 5,000 are 
cavalry* Soalt has six divisions of infantry, 
and sixteen regiments of cavalry. The gross 
numbers of his array last April were 65,000. 
He has since sustained no great loss except¬ 
ing the garrison of Badajos, 5,000 men. 
But I strike off from liis gross strength, for 
losses, sickness, and men on his strength 
who were employed principally in the siege 
of Cadix, 25,000 or 30,000, inchulmg the 
garrison of Badajos; and I believe his array 
consists of 35,000 men, of which from 4,000 
to 5,000 are cavalry* The array of the 
king, when it quitted Madrid in August, 
was from 20,000 to 22,000 men, including 
jltmmmiadoa^ and an Italian division belong¬ 
ing to Suchet's army, under general Palom- 
bini, and the 16th regiment, likewise be¬ 
longing to Suebet, Supposing the king 
to have lost by desertion, or to have sent 
away all the jur ament ados^ and that the 
troops belonging to Sachet's array were left 
in Valencia,there will still remain the French 
troops of the king's guard, 5,000 men, about 
3,500 more French and German infantry (I 
know the numbers of the regiments), which 
belong to the army of the centre, and from 
2,000 to 3,000 good French cavalry* I 
believe all this put together will amount to 
90,000 men* 

Wliat are our prospects against this 
army ? At present none certainly. In the 
spring, as soon as the green forage shall 
appear, I shall be able to take the field with 
a very large British and Portuguese force, 
probably larger than we have yet produced, 
and more efficient I hope in cavalry and 
artillery, I have sent the army of Galicia 
home; and I hope advantage will he taken 
of the winter to do something with them; 
hut unless some changes are effected I shall 
-certainly be disappointed. There are be- 
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sides, applicable to the guerra in Castile, the 
Spanish army lately under the command of 
Bailasteros, and the troops under the com¬ 
mand of Elio, 

If I should find that the French remain 
quiet during the winter, I propose to go to 
Cadiz for a short time, to eiideavour to put 
matters upon a better footing, at least as far 
as regards the armies of Galicia, and that 
lately under the command of Ballasteros, 
which must be brought forward in co-opera¬ 
tion with us. It will likewise be necessary 
to apprise the government of the incon¬ 
venience and danger of the systeni on wliich 
they have been acting in the provinces which 
have been freed from the enemy; and of 
the inefficiency of all the persons selected 
for public trusts; and of the inconvenience 
of loading the resources of the provinces 
with the maintenance of such people* It is 
useless to trouble your lordship with a detail 
of these facts; but I can only say that, if 1 
cannot by the exercise of fair influence in 
concert with my brother, produce some 
alteration, it is quite hopeless to continue 
the contest in the Peuiusula with the view 
of obliging tlie French to evacuate it by 
force of arms. After this detail of facts, 
your lordship will see that it is very useless 
to trouble you with my opinion of what 
ought to be done after the French shall leave 
the Peninsula, more pat'ticularly as I have 
already coniraniiicated that opinion to Lord 
Bathurst, 

From what I see in the newspapers I 
am much afraid that the public will be dis- 
! appointed at the result of the last campaign, 
I notwithstanding that it is in fact the most 
successful campaign in all its circumstances, 

I and has produced for tlie cause more 
important results than any campaign in 
which a British array has been engaged 
for the last century. We have taken by 
siege Ciudad Bodrigo, Badajos, and Sala¬ 
manca; and the Eetiro surrendered* In 
tlie mean time the allies have taken Astorga, 
Gtiadalaxara, and Consuegra, besides other 
places taken by Duran and sir H, Pop ham. 
In the months elapsed since January, this 
army has sent to England little short of 
20,000 prisoners; and they have taken and 
destroyed, or have themselvea the use ol', 
the enemy's arsenals in Ciudad Bodrigo, 
Badajos, Salamanca, VailadoHcl, Madrid, 
Astorga, Seville, the lines before Cadiz, &c.; 
and upon the whole we have taken and de¬ 
stroyed, or we now possess, little short of 
3,000 pieces of camiou. The siege of Cadiz 
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has been raised^ and all the countries south 
of the Tagus have been cleared of the 
enemy* 

^'We should haTe retamed still greater 
advantages, 1 think, and should have re¬ 
mained in possession of Castile and Madrid 
during the winter, if I could have taken 
Burgos, as I ought early in October; or if 
Ballasteroa had moved upon Alcaras as he 
was ordered, instead of intriguing for his 
own aggrandizenient* Tlie fault of which I 
was guUty iu the expedition to Burgos was, 
not that I undertook the operation with 
inadequate means, but that I took there the 
most inexperienced instead of the best 
troops* I left at Madrid the 3rd, 4tli, and 
light divisions, who had been with myself 
always before j and I brought with me that 
were'good the 1st division, and they were 
inexperienced* In fact the troops ought to 
have carried the exterior line by escalade on 
the first trial on the 22nd September, and 
if they had we had means suiOdcient to take 
the place* They did not take the line 

because--, the field ofllcer, who 

commanded, did that which is too common 
in our army* He paid no attentiou to his 
orders, notwithstanding the pains I took 
in writing them, and in reading and explain¬ 
ing them to him twice over* He made none 
of the dispositions ordered; and instead of 
regulating the attack as he ought, he rushed 
on as if he had been the leader of a forlorn 
hope, and fell, together with many of those 
who went with him. He had my instruc¬ 
tions in his pocket ; and as the French got 
possession of his body, and were made ac¬ 
quainted with the plan, the attack could 
never be repeated* When he fell, nobody 
having received orders what to do, nobody 
could give any to the troops* I was in the 
j trenches, however, and ordered them to 
withdraw. Onr time and ammunition were 
then expended, and our guns destroyed in 
taking this line; than which at former 
sieges we had taken many stronger by as¬ 
sault. 

I see that a disposition already exists to 
blame the government for the failure of the 
siege of Burgos. The government had no¬ 
thing to say to the siege* It was entirely 
my own act* In regard to means, there 
were ample means both at Madrid and San¬ 
tander for the siege of the strongest fortress* 

1 That which was wanting at both places was 
means of transporting ordnance and military 
stores to the place where it was desirable to 
use them* 

! VOL* T. S s 

'"The people of England, so happy as 

they are in every respect, so rich in resources 
of every description, haring the use of such 
roads, &e,, will not readily believe that im¬ 
portant results here frequently depend upon 
fifty or sixty mtiles more or less, or a few 
bundles of straw to feed them; but the fact 
is so, notwithstanding their incredulity. I 
could not find means of moving even one 

gun from Madrid. -- is a gentleman 

who piques himself upon his overcoraiug all , 
difficulties* He knows the length of time it | 
took to find transport even for about 100 
barrels of powder and a few hundred thou- 1 
sand rounds of musket ammunition which 
he sent us. As for the two guns which he 
endeavoured to send, I was obliged to send 
our own cattle to draw them; and we felt 
great inconvenience from the want of those 
cattle in the subsequent movements of the 
army.’^ 

IVTiile exerting himself to restore the army 
to its moral and military efficiency, its re¬ 
equipment was no less a subject of his care. 

He directed, instead of the ponderous large 
iron camp-kettles in nse for the preparation 
of the food, that small tin kettles should be 
substituted, one for every six men, to be 
carried in turn on the top of a knapsack. 

The mules hitherto employed in the car¬ 
riage of the large lumbering iron kettles, 
w^ere appointed to the conveyauce of three , 
tents for a company* Thus, besides expedi¬ 
tion being obtained in the preparation of the 
food, the men off duty would always be 
provided with some cover in the field, which 
would obviate many casualties from sick¬ 
ness. Having thus put matters in a traiu 
for the re-equipment and reorganization of 
the army, and transferred the command of i 
the army to Hill, he proceeded, December 
12th, accompanied by lord FiUroy Somerset, 
and one orderly dragoon, to Cadiz, to com¬ 
municate, in person, with the Spanish gov¬ 
ernment, to endeavour to effectuate the 
reform or more efficient organization of 
the Spanish army; intending, as he ex¬ 
pressed himself, "" to throw himself in for¬ 
tune's way at the commencement of the 
next "^campaign, if he could collect a suffi¬ 
cient army*’^ He reached Cadiz on the 
24th of the month, and was received with 
enthusiasm and the highest respect by the 
corfces and the population of the town. His 
visit promoted the good understanding be¬ 
tween him and the Spanish executive* They 
conferred on him. the rank and authority of 
generalissimo of the Spanish forces; and 
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arranged that be should have the active 
co-operation of 50^000 Spanish troops in 
the next campaign. Having accepted the 
command, he issued the following address 
to the Spanish army. 

Cadiz, 1st January, 1813. 

^^The army have been already informed 
that the commaiid-in-chief of the armies 
in Spain has been conferred on the captain- 
general, lord Wellington, duque de Ciudad 
Rodrigo* Although this is the first time 
his excellency has the honour of addressing 
the army aa its commander, he has long 
been acquainted with its merits, its suffer¬ 
ings, and its state; and in taking upon 
himself the exercise of a command so highly 
honourable to him, he wishes to assure the 
general officers, officers, and troops, of his 
earnest desire that his aiTangements may 
tend to enable them to serve their countiy 
with advantage, and that while under his 
command the honour of their profession 
may be advanced. 

'^It is necessary, however, that, at the 
same time, the utmost attention will be 
paid by the goveinment to wbat wdll tend 
to the comfort of the soldiers, and the 
convenience of the officers of the army, 
the discipline established by the royal orde- 
nanzas should be maintained; as without 
discipline and order not only is an array 
unfit to be opposed to an enemy in the 
field, but it becomes a positive injmy to 
the country by which it is maintained. The 
commander-in'Chief trusts, therefore, that 
every effort will be made by the general 
and other officers, to enforce and maintain, 
in every particular, the discipline ordered 
by the royal ordenanzas; and he assures 
them that, at the same time that he will 
be happy to draw the notice of the govern¬ 
ment, and to extol their good conduct, 
he will not be backward in noticing any 
inattention on the part of the officers of 
the army to the duties required from them 
by the royal ordenanzaa, or any breach of 
■ discipline and order by the soldiers^ 

! Wellington.” 

For the purpose of investing sir Charles 
1 Stuart with the order of the Bath, Welling¬ 
ton made a brief visit to Lisbon, where he 
I was received with the most enthusiastic 
' ' gratitude and rapturous acclamations. The 
> city was illuminated three nights. It was 
about this period that he was created, by 
the prince regent of Portugal, duke of 
Vittoiia; and about the same time he was 
made knight of the Garter, and appointed 
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colonel of the Blues, or Royal Horse Guards, 

He left Lisbon January 20th, and reached ^ 
head-quarters, at Frenada, on the 25th of . 
the same month. I 

He w^as now busily engaged in adjusting i 
the arrangements for the prosecution of the i 
ensuing campaign. Every military depart- | 
raent underwent a searching reform. The i ■ 
attention of regimental officers was directed ' 
to the revision and mspection of the con- j . 
duct and discipline of their men. The 
malingerers and idlers were forced back * | 
to their colours. The 2nd division had | 
recovered no less than 600 bayonets in one 
month. The Douro was rendered navi- i 
gable above its confluence with the Agueda; . 
a pontoon-train was prepared to accompany | 
the army on its line of march in the follow¬ 
ing campaign; and as the season for taking j 
the field approached, the different divisions | 
and brigades were practised in manoeuvres 
on an extensive scale, thereby training both j 
officers and men for the rapid movements | 
and long marches which the '' short and 
briliiant campaign” their leader intended 
to make would require. And amidst all 
these exertions, the commander-in-chief 
and his officers found leisure for their plea¬ 
sures. Doling this interval, races were 
established, hunting parties formed, and 
the Spanish gentry entertained with balls. 

At the head-quarters of sir Rowland Hill, 
a theatre was fitted up, at which The School 
for Scandal J The Rivah^ and The Poor 
Gentleman^ were acted by the officers. 

During the continuance of the army in 
winter cantonments, the only military affair 
that had taken place, was the attempt, in ’ 
February, of general Foy to capture the I 
town of Bejar, one of outposts; but 

lie was resolutely repulsed by the 50th regi¬ 
ment, and the 6th ca5adores. 

At this period of the Peninsular struggle, 
the war was almost at a stand for w'ant of i 
specie ; there not being 20,000 dollars in 
the military chest, and each regiment not ' 
possessed of three.” To proidde for the de- | 
ficiency, Wellington, in conjunction with ! 
sir Charles Stuart, the British minister at 
Lisbon, made purchases of corn in the 
Brazils, America, and Egypt, by which they 
not only fed the army, and saved the people 
of Portugal from starvation, during a year 
of invasion and another of famine, but re¬ 
plenished the military chest with large sums 
of money. To tlie dissatisfaction expressed 
by the English ministry, who, listening to 
the interested complaints of a few sordid 
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Tflerchants, liis reply ’was; Sir Charles 
Stuart cau show that we have not only 
saved the people of Portugal during the 
scarcity of 1810-11, hy this system, but 
that we have actually brought into the mili- 
taiyr chest considerable sums of money which 
would otherwise not have found their way 
there; that we have gained money for the 
public by each of these transactions j and 
that we paid more than two-thirds of the 
Portuguese subsidy in kind in the last vearj 
principally in corn thus imported. In a 
letter on this subject to sir Charles Stuart, 
he observes ^ "" 1 admit that your time and 
mine would be much better employed than 
in speculating on com, &€*, hut when it is 
necessary to carry on an extensive system of 
war with one-sixth of the money in specie 
which would be necessary to carry it on, we 
must consider questions, and adopt measures 
j of this description, and we ought to have the 
I confidence and support of the government 
j in adopting them/' Nor was this the only 


difficulty thrown in. the way of the Eng¬ 
lish general by the British ministry. When 
the war broke out between England and 
the United States, he earnestly pointed out 
to them the necessity of stationing ships 
to protect the vessels bringing flour and 
stores to Portugal, So far from attending 
to this advice, they so reduced the naval 
force at Lisbon, that American privateers 
so infested the Portuguese shores, as almost 
to put an end to the provision trade with 
the Brazils, from which country the army 
di’ew its principal supplies. 

Thus ended the campaign of 1812, which 
gave so much disappointment to the expec¬ 
tations of England, that when a motion for 
thanks to Wellingfrm and the British army 
was proposed in parliament, it met with 
strenuous oppoaitioii. In its vindication and 
results, the best exposition is to be found in 
the words of its chief actor, which will be 
found in one of his despatches in a previous 
page* 
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THE FRENCH INVASION OF RUSSIA. 


It will now be necessary to take a glance 
at the state of EuropCj at the close of the 
year 1812, in order that the reader may 
the more clearly comprehend the events of 
the ensiling years 1813 and 1814—events 
which brought the operations of war from 
other countries to be enacted on the soil 
of France itself, and compelled the haughty 
French invaders to submit to the drinking 
of the bitter cup themselves which they had 
so often lield to the lips of other nations. 
In those years the star of their great 
military demigod paled before the might 
of outraged Europe 5 and he, who in the 
early part of the year 1812, addressed such 
language as the following to the ambassa¬ 
dor of the emperor of Russia—would 
have your master to know that I propose 
and I dispose/^ found in the reverses of 
that and the following years how signally his 
boastful impiety was avenged. In the history 
of these years the reader will perceive the 
vindication of the ways of God to man, and 
the retributive justice which sooner or later 
inevitably overtakes long triumphant wicked¬ 
ness. In 1813 the soil of France was in¬ 
vaded on all sides. Wellington on the south, 
with hostile banners displayed, came down 
from the Pyrenees upon the fertile plains 
of the Garonne, while the united armies of 
Austria, Russia, Prussia, and Sweden, ex¬ 
tended their mighty masses towards the north , 
and the east, enclosing by the progressive 
development of their resources, their formid¬ 
able antagonist in a circle of fire/^ 

The great proximate cause of the down¬ 
fall of Napoleon was doubtless the steady 
opposition given to all his schemes of plunder 
and aggrandizement by the British nation, 
and especially to the assistance which they 
had rendered to Spain, and the able manner 
in which the arms of Britain, under the 
command of lord Wellington, had been op¬ 
posed to the French generals; next to 
this may be placed the invasion of Russia 
by the French in this year, some account 
of which we shall now proceed to give. 

The aim of Napoleon Buonaparte, wlien 
he became emperor of France, was to make 
all Europe one nation, or, at least, a con¬ 
federacy of nations, of w^hich he was to be 
the acknowledged head. His own words 
were, “ There must he one universal Em^o- 
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pean code—oiie court of appeal. The same 
money, the same weights and measures, the 
same laws, must have currency throughout 
Europe. I must make one nation out of 
all the European states, and Paris must be 
the capital of the world/^ In the accom¬ 
plishment of this purpose he had been so 
far successful, as one European nation after 
another bowed in the dust before his iron 
rule. His principal obstacle was the power 
and independence of Britain. Napoleon 
was aware that the mma strength of Britain 
was in her trade and commerce; that from 
these sources she derived the great revenues 
and profits by which she was able, almost 
single-handed, to maintain her opposition to 
his plans. To ruin these resources became 
therefore his avowed and settled purpose. In 
1806, by his famous Berlin decrees, he de¬ 
clared the Britisli islands in a state of block¬ 
ade, and all commerce or intercourse with 
them was forbidden to France and her allies. 
By subsequent decrees he insisted on the ex¬ 
clusion of British goods and British colonial 
produce from all the continental ports. 
These exclusive decrees were generally com¬ 
plied with by almost every nation except 
Russia* The Russians carried on an ex¬ 
tensive and lucrative trade with this country 
in the exchange of their articles of raw 
produce, such as hemp, tallow, timber, pot¬ 
ash, pitch, and other commodities, for our 
manufactured goods, comprising cotton and 
woollen cloths, cutleiy, &c. The emperor 
Alexander was disposed to make any ar¬ 
rangements which he could, short of the 
destruction of the trade and commerce of 
his subjects, for the purpose of Tnaintaining 

I peace with France; but nothing less than 
the entire exclusion of British goods would 
satisfy the haughty tyrant of the Tuilleries, 
In 1807, however, when Russia as the 
ally of Prussia, had suffered a severe defeat 
at Fried land, Napoleon forcibly proeored 
the consent of the emperor Alexander to his 
exclusive decrees with reference to trading 
with Great Britain; notwithstanding the 
forced consent of the emperor, Russia never 
entered cordially into N apoleon^s continental 
system* In the year 1810 the landholders 
o*f Russia, from the stoppage of their trade 
with Britain, suffered great distress* This 
induced the emperor to issue a ukase dated 
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the 31st of December in that year, per¬ 
mitting all colonial and other goods to enter 
the ports of Russia, unless they were clearly 
proved to be British property* It is obvious 
a prohibition so indifferently prodded for, 
might easily be evaded* This occurred, and 
it may fairly be concluded the Russian 
government had no wish to prevent it, and 
the trade with England soon revived* On 
this subject remonstrances were made by 
the French ambassador at St* Petersburg, 
which were followed by a series of attacks 
on the personal character of the emperor 
Alexander, in the Paris journals* The pens 
which had been employed to eulo^se, now 
laboured to traduce liira, and a history of 
the Russian empire appeared, in which every 
vice said to have disgraced the Roman em¬ 
perors, w'as represented to have belonged 
to the czars of Russia; and the reigning em¬ 
peror, it w^as broadly hinted, might be num¬ 
bered among the assassins of his father* 
For the same reasons which caused the 
English government to complain of the 
articles that appeared in the MoniieuT a 
short time before the rupture of the peace 
of Amiens, the Russian emperor could only 
regard these outrageous attacks as origin 
ating in the malevolence of Buonaparte. 

Thei'e were also other circumstances be 
sides the Berlin and Milan decrees, which 
were tending to produce a rupture between 
Pi*ance and Russia* The territory of the 
czars is exposed to aggression on that im¬ 
portant western frontier which connects 
Russia with Europe* The panitioti of Poland 
was to her a greater benefit than to the other 
powers associated with her in that act 
of spoliation, and consequently any ^ new 
change wliich would restore PoHsii inde¬ 
pendence, would, in a great measure destroy 
Russian influence in Europe* Buonaparte 
had encouraged the Poles to expect at bis 
hands the boon of national independence, 
and this had brought them in great uum- 
bers to his standard after the battle of Jena* 
Forming the Polish provinces into what was 
called the Independent Grand Duchy of 
Warsaw, placed under the sovereignty of 
the king of Saxony, who was descended 
from the ancient kings of Poland, was viewed 
by Russia, in connection with other circum¬ 
stances, as indicating a design at some future 
period to unite the provinces held l}y Russia 
and Austria to that duchy* The Grand 
Duchy of Warsaw was regarded as but a 
vast garrison established there, for the fiir- 
tbemnee of Napoleon's ultimate views in 


days to come* Alexander thought it right 

to claim from him an explicit engagement 
that the kingdom of Poland should not be 
re-established* Refusing to comply with 
this requisition, Napoleon offemd to pledge 
himself not to favour any enterprise having 
that object in view* Such a concession was 
by no means satisfactory. Greater changes 
in the policy of Buonaparte were called for, 
but without effect, other than that of waking 
feelings of jealousy and animosity; and the 
movements of the French armies in the 
direction of Pomerania, soon brought full 
conviction to the mind of Alexander, that 
war could not be avoided* Tilings were at 
this crisis in the early part of the year 1812* 
About the same time causes of difference had 
arisenbe tween N apolson and Bernadotte, king 
of Sweden, and in consequence of his failing 
to enforce in a manner satisfactory to Buo¬ 
naparte, his exclusive decrees, lie seized and 
confiscated fifty Swedish merchant vessels. 
Resenting this and various affronts not less 
galling, Bernadotte signed a treaty of alliance 
with the Russian emperor, in March 1812, 
and formed in concert with him a plan to 
resist the tyranny of Buonaparte* 

Infatuated with success, and urged on fay 
his boundless ambition, Napoleon decided 
on a military attack on Russia, to bring her 
to terms* Against the advice of his friends 
and counsellors, he determiued that nothing 
should prevent wRat he termed his ac¬ 
complishing the destiny of Russia/' He felt 
that Spain had cost him dear, and hoped to 
console himself with tlie subjugation of the 
great northern potentate* By crushing 
Russia he assured himself that Spaiu must 
ultimately yield* Fouche, in an able and 
eloquent address, endeavoured to advise him 
against this reckless attempt, remincUng him 
that be was already master of the finest em¬ 
pire the world had ever seen, and that all 
history demonstrated that universal monar¬ 
chy ivaa an impossibility—^and suggested 
that he should rather apply himself to con¬ 
solidate and secure his present acquisitions, 
than endeavour to achieve further conquests 
—^as whatever he might acquire in extent he 
must lose in solidity* Fouche also drew his 
attention to the extent of the country which 
he was about to invade, and the distance 
which each fresh victory must remove him 
from his resources, annoyed as his com¬ 
munications were sure to be, by hordes of 
Tartars and Cossacks* Napoleon listened to 
this advice with but ill-disgnised impatience 
and contempt—and in the cliarlatan lan- 
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gua^e whicli had now become habitual to | 
him, he replied—Don^t disquiet yourself; 
but consider the Eussian war as a wise mea¬ 
sure, demanded by the true interests of 
France, and the general security* Am I to 
blame because the great degree of power I 
have already attained forces me to assume 
the dictatorship of the world? My destiny 
is not yet accomplished—my present situa¬ 
tion is but a sketch of a picture vrhich I 
must finish/^ Advices from other counsel¬ 
lors had no better effect* His uncle. Car¬ 
dinal Fesch, alarmed for the consequences 
of engaging in such a distant war, used every 
argument he could to dissuade him from 
this insane expedition. He conjured him 
to abstain from tempting providence—and 
entreated him not to defy-heaven and earth 
—the wrath of men and the fury of the 
elements at the same time. Napoleon met 
the arguments of the ecclesiastic in the 
same spirit as he had those of his minister 
of police—and both were equally in keeping 
with his character. Leading the cardinal 
to a window, opening the casement and 
pointing upwards, he asked him if he saw 
yonder star?^^ “No, sire/* answered the 
astonished cardinal. Bui I see it/* re¬ 
joined Buonaparte, and turned from his 
relative as if he had fully confuted his 
arguments*^ 

Thus refusing all counsel, Napoleon hur¬ 
ried on his preparations for the w'ar with 
B iissia. Noth withstanding the cuormous 
number of troops he required for the occu¬ 
pation of Spain, l e found no difficulty in 
raising new armies; and just before the 
opening of the Bussian campaign, he is 
understood to have had in France, Spain, 
Italy, and elsewhere, upwards of 800,000 
men iu arms, independently of allies. To 
raise so many soldiers the cruel conscript 
system was put into full operation, draughts 
were made on the whole male inhabitants of 
France between eighteen and sixty years 
of age; and the population was'so deci¬ 
mated, that a large portion of the business 
of the country was necessitated to be carried 
on by women. At this time, also, the 
continent of Europe was afflicted with a 
famine, which caused a great degree of 
privation* Although everytlnug tended to 
show the madness of the Russian invasion, 
yet nothing was allowed to stop the pre¬ 
parations for it* The French people, blinded 
by what they insensately denoimuated “ mili¬ 
tary glory,” entered into tliis new war with 
• Sir ^YalteT Scolt. 
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the highest hopes, whilst the soldiery looked | 
upon it as opening up new fields for pillage* j 
As to the morality of the question, it was 
an element not to be considered* Napoleon 
was, however, by no means blind to the ' 
difficulties of tlie great project which he 
had determined to carry out. Before it 
was possible for him to gain the interior , 
of Russia, where a most determined op- ^ 
position was likely to be made to him, he 
would have to march Iris troops 1800 miles, 
through different states, possessing little Or 
no food for men or horses. He had thus a I 
powerful obstacle to contend with in the 
procuring of supplies for his army. His - 
next great difficulty was the transporting I 
tlie materiel of such a monster army across 
the large rivers which it was necessary to I 
pass before he could gain the centre of 
Russia. In his line of march there were 
several extensive rivers emptying themselves 
into the Baltic, or Mediteraiiean seas, and 
therefore flowing at right angles ivith his 
proposed route. A number of them could 
be crossed by bridges; but the Niemen, 
the Berezina, the Dnieper, and some others, ' 
would require to be forded, and that, pro- i 
bably, under the fire of a \rigilant and ' 
watchful foe. To meet these formidable ; 
difficulties every provision was made that , 
was possible in the circumstances. i 

As a preliminaiy to the new war, a sham 
overture of peace was made to England, | 
in which he proposed as a basis, that “/a : 
dynastie actuelle sera d^^clari independmiie et 
rEspaffne regie par constitution natiomle 
des cof'tes/* To this lord Castlereagh replied, 
in the name of the prince regent, in refer- i 
eiice to the passage just quoted, stating 
that: if, as his royal highness apprehended, 
its meaning was, that the royal authority 
of Spain, and the government thereof by 
cottes, should be recognised as residing 
in the brother of the ruler of France, 
and cortea formed under his authority, not 
under that of the legitimate sovereign, Fer¬ 
dinand VIL, and the extraordinary cortes 
then exercising the powers of government, 
he must frankly declare that obligations of 
good faith precluded the prince regent 
from entex*taming a proposition for peace, 
founded upon such a basis. This matter 
disposed of, and the Hnssian minister 
having first been insulted, and then pre¬ 
sented with his passports; on the 9th of 
ilay Buonaparte, witli his empress, left 
Paris for Dresden, where Iris vassal kings 
j of Bavaida, AVurteniburg, Saxony, and West- 
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ptalia, and other princes of less impor- 
tanccj assembled to meet him, as did the 
emperor of Austria and the king of Prussia, 
The former \ras accompanied by the mother 
of Maria Lousia; the queen of the latter 
was no more* She had passed to the graTe, 
deeply wounded, it was believed, by the 
unmanly calumnies which had been circu¬ 
lated against her, with the sanction of Na¬ 
poleon* 

In the capital of Saxony, fStes and festi¬ 
vals surprised all beholders by their magnifi¬ 
cence, and stiE more by their extraordinarj^ 
attendance. Dramatic performances were 
among the entertainments provided, and 
the powers of Taltna were there displayed 
before a pit peopled with emperors, em¬ 
presses, kings, and princes. 


Taking leave of his empress, Buonaparte 
hastened to Thorn, which he reached on 
the 2nd of June; from this period he be¬ 
came the presiding genius of the enterprise. 
The tactics of Napoleon, as a general, had 
always been to bring an enormous force 
to bear on a centre of operations; on these 
tactics he now acted. That part of the 
army which was furnished by France passed 
in an easterly direction into Germany, where 
it united with the levies drawn from Spain, 
Italy, Austria, Prussia, Saxony, Bavaria, 
Poland, and the other countries over which 
he exerted a control. From dififerent direc¬ 
tions tins immense force drew towards a 
central point on the Oder, whence they 
were all to combine in a united attack on 
the Russian frontier 


HOSTILITIES ARE COMMENCED* 


Napoleon commenced this war in his nsiiul 
way, by robbery. The districts between the 
Oder and the Vistula were laid under con¬ 
tribution ; and the subsistence of his forces 
was made to depend upon plunder. The 
hero-w^orshippers of Buonaparte have said 
that he did not sanction robbery as a prin¬ 
ciple ; but this it is impossible for them to 
deny, that he winked at it as a practice, 
Segur, not a bad authority, says — Ever 
since 1805, there was a sort of mutual 
understanding—on his part, to wink at the 
plundering practices of his soldiers^—on 
theii's, to suffer his ambition.” In other 
wmrds—if you allow us to be thieves, we 
have no objection to your being our chief.” 
So that, stripped of the tawdry appellation 
of emperor—in all his pomp and pride-— 
Buonaparte was hut the head of a band of 
robbers. Like all aberrations, however, 
from the moral code, this toleration of 
rapine recoiled on its author. The unprin¬ 
cipled conduct of the French soldiery had 
become so well known, that the inhabitants 
of the countries through which they passed, 
fled at their approach, carrying everytliing 
with them that was possible, and frequently 
destrojiug what they could not take away j 
so that it was only by sudden onslaughts 
that his ruthless followers could insure any 
booty. 

The mighty host arrayed against Russia 
comprehended, on the extreme light, 34,000 
Austrians, led by prince Schwai'tzenburg; 


on the left Jerome Buonaparte appeared 
with 79,200 Westphalians, Saxons, and Poles* 
The viceroy of Italy, Eugene Beauliarnois, 
commanjled 79,000 Bavariansj Italians, and 
French. Buonaparte himself appeared, as¬ 
sisted by Miuat, Davoust, Oudinot, and 
Ney, with 220,000 men, and general Mac¬ 
donald brought up a force of 32,500 Prus¬ 
sians, Bavarians, and Poles. Other corps 
might be enumerated, making a total of 
480,000 men, and besides large armies of 
reserve had been assembled. Of the force 
present, 80,000 were cavalry* Tlie army 
was attended by thousands of waggons, 
candying provisions, gunpowder, shot, and 
shells, with medicines, and other accommo¬ 
dations for the sick and wounded. His 
attendant artillery comprehended 1,372 
pieces of cannon, for drawing which, and 
the various vehicles now to be put in mo¬ 
tion, 100,000 horses were required ; and to 
supply food for these animals a most exten¬ 
sive system of forage was required, 

Merc, then, was an army of about half a 
million of men invading a country with 
whom they had no just cause of quarrel, 
carrying misery and ruin in their track, in 
order to pander to the insatiate and haart- 
less ambition of one man, that he might be 
styled "'emperor of Europe.” Out of tlie 
500,000 who followed him, perhaps not five 
knew what was the real cause of the war, 
Sulficient for them it was that the emperor 
willGd it, and that plunder and " glory 
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were to be acquired* Satisfied witb liis 
arrangements, and feeling, doubtless, that 
his prey was %Tithiii bis grasp, on the 22nd 
of June he deigned to declare himself to his 
^my in one of his bombastic proclamations; 

Soldiers! the second Polish war has 
begun. The first terminated at Friedland 
and at Tikit* At Tilsit, Eussia Towed an 
eternal alliance with France, and war with 
England, She now breaks her vows, and 
refuses to give any explanation of her 
strange conduct, until the French eagles 
have repassed the Ebine, and left our allies 
at her mercy* 

Eussia is hurried away by a fatality i 
Her destinies will be fulfilled. Does she 
think u3 degenerated? Are we no more 
the soldiers who fought at AusterHtz ? She 
places us between dishonour and war* Our 
choice cannot be difficult* Let ns, then, 
march forward* Let us cross the Niemen, 
and carry the war into her country* The 
second Polish war will be as glorious to the 
French arms aa the first has been; but the 
peace we shall conclude w^iU carry its own 
guarantee, and will termitfate the fatal in- 
flnence which Eussia has for fifty years 
past exercised in Europe*” 

By the soldiers and supporters of Buona¬ 
parte this proclamation was looked upon as 
a miracle of eloquence, and to men who 
wanted no substantial reason for fighting, it 
was pronounced quite satisfactory, and they 
proudly contemplated the glory” they 
were to achieve* 

By means of pontoons the Niemen was 
passed, and when the emperor Alexander 
was made aware that this act of aggression 
had been committed, he issued the following 
proclamation, the spirit of which may be 
well contrasted with that of his boastful 
antagonist;— 

^^Wilna, June 25th, 1812* 

We had long observed, on the part of 
the emperor of the French, the most hostile 
proceedings towards Eussia, but we had 
always hoped to avert them by conciliatory 
and pacific measurt;s* At length, expe¬ 
riencing a continued renewal of direct and 
evident aggression, notwithstanding our 
earnest desire to maintain tranquil! ity, we 
were compelled to complete and assemble 
OUT armies* But even then we flattered 
ourselves that a reconciliation might be 
produced while we remained on the fron¬ 
tiers of onr empire; and without violating 
I our principle of peace we prepared to act 
I only in our own defence. All these con- 
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cUiatory and pacific measures could not 
preserve the tranquillity which we desired. 

The emperor of the French, by suddenly 
attacking onr army at Kowno, has been the 
first to declare war* As nothing, therefore, 
could inspire him with those friendly senti¬ 
ments which possessed our bosom, wc have 
no choice but to oppose onr force to those 
of the enemy, invoking the aid of the Al¬ 
mighty, the witness and defender of the , 
truth/ It is unnecessary for me to recal to | 

the minds of the generals, the officers, or I 

the soldiers, their duty and their bravery* ! 
The blood of the valiant Sclavonians flows | 
in their veins* Warriors! you defend your 
religion, your country, and your liberty! I 1 
am with you, God is against the aggressor, j ; 

^'Alexander*” ^ 
Mucli to the suiprise of the French, their 1 
aggressive progress was but little mterfered \ 
with; and, except in the affair at Kowno, | 
there was no enemy to dispute their ad- j 
vance into the interior of Eussia. As divi- | 
sion after dirisioii of the French army 
advanced in almost the same line of march, 
the Russians fell back, giving no decided 
intermption. The invaders were astonished 
at the rapidity with which they were allowed 
to proceed. It was midsummer, and they 
experienced little inconvenience but from the 
heat of the weather, and the immense clouds 
of dust which were raised by the marching i 
of their troops. 

It was not from a lack of courage nor for 
a want of determination on the part of the 
Russians to resist the invading foe to the 
utmost, that the passive resistance system 
was adopted by the emperor Alexander. | 
He was strenuously advised by tliose who 1 
were well aequaiuted with Nspoleonk in¬ 
ordinate ambition, that it would lead him, 
if unopposed, to push forward his army 
into countries w^here the snows of winter 
would more surely do the work of de¬ 
struction and death than could the cannon 
or the musket. Acting on this prudential | 
advice the Russians risked no encounter of ‘ 
great moment, but kept retreating so as to 
leave the French in entire possession of the | 
country through which they passed. The 
army which the emperor had raised to op- I 
pose the invaders amounted to 300,000 ; 

men, divided into two corps, respectively | 
commanded by Barclay de Tally, a Scotch- ! 
man by extraction, and the prince Bagra- | | 

tion. ^ , , 

To explain the system of passive resist¬ 
ance adopted by the Russian Emperor, he 
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issued a secotvd proclamation, addressed to 
the Freneli soldiers, to apprise them of the 
true nature of the successes in which they 
had begun to exult; for iti the several con¬ 
flicts which had already taken place, the 
Russians had given way; they had shown 
their valour, but they had iimforraly re¬ 
treated. “ Da not/" said this proclamation, 
be deceived by our first movements* You 
ought to know the Russians too^well to 
suppose that they will fly before you. As 
soon as we begin the combat, you will find 
it difficult to retreat. We advise you, as 
fellow-warriors, to return eti masse to your 
own country/^ Happy would it have been 
for the brave men then advancing with 
'^the Man of Destiny/" had tins prophetic 
language been duly respected; happy would 
it have been for "their chief himself, liad 
the sadden desertion of his soldiers spared 
him those scenes of misery and humilia¬ 
tion through which it was eventually his fate 
to pass. 

Acting upon the principle of opposing 
the enemy by retiring before him, and de¬ 
stroying everything in his way before he 
could seize it—houses, villages, and towns 
likely to afford him shelter, were ra^ed to 
I the ground, so as to render it difficult to 
I say where they had stood. The crops of 
grain and hay were cut and carried away, 

I or effectiudly destroyed* Here, as in Spain, 
Buonaparte found, to his sorrow, that he 
had not merely to encounter armies, but to 
I subdue a whole people. The Russians, no¬ 
bles, priests, and serfs, for the time united 
in a warm attachment to their emperor, and 
in a determination to withstand the domi¬ 
nation of the invaders of their country; so 
much so that they yoliintarily ruined them- 
j selves to bring about the desired object. 

1 By Napoleon, as well as by many others, it 
wks believed that the Russian seifs would 
have hailed and succoured the French, 

! under their much-belied deelaratiou of being 
I heralds of hberty; but that spirit, so uni¬ 
versal and so justly entitled to reverence, 
which leads ‘men to prcclaiin, whatever 
our condition, whatever the defects of our 
political system, we will accept of no redress 
from a foreign invader; we claim to settle 
our differences ibr ourselves/"—that feeling 
was manifested by all classes in Russia. 
Startling superstition united with glorious 
patriotism, to repel the hostile intruder, and 
vindicate the cause of despotism. The | 
lowly peasant marched to battle wdth the 
gallant devotion of a hero, while the arch- 
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bishop of Moscow forwarded to his imperial 
majesty the precious image of St. Serge, 
described as “the ancient defender of the 
eountiy's happiness,” for the acceptance of 
Alexander. It is impossible to enumerate 
all the indications manifested of a fixed de¬ 
termination, never to yield to the domina¬ 
tion of Prance. Besides setting fire to their : 
hamlets, the peasants, says Scott, “pro- j 

claimed the punishment of death to all of 1 

their own order who, from avarice or fear, 
should be tempted to supply the enemy with 
provisions; and they indicted it without 
mercy on those who incurred the penalty. 

It is an admitted fact, that when the French, 
in order to induce their refractory prisoners 
to labour in their service, branded some of 
them on the hand with the letter N, as a 
sign that they were the serfs of Napoleon, 
one peasant laid his hand on a log of wood, 
and struck it off with an axe which he held 
in the other, in order to free himself from 
the supposed thraldom*"" The devotion of 
the peasantly was equalled by the patriotism 
of the nobles, who everywhere deserted their 
mansions, and left them a prey to the in¬ 
vaders. jSIany of these chateaux were splen¬ 
did buildings, yet their proprietors did not 
hesitate upon their destruction* Labaume, 
a Frencli officer, states, that in one day he saw 
two of these palaces completely ravaged. 

“ Halting at the second, he passed through 
a delightful garden, with beautiful walks, 
tastefully arranged. The pavilions, which 
had been newly decorated, now presented a j 

picture of the most frightful desolation. j 

The valuable furniture was broken in pieces, ^ 

fragments of the most beautiful china were 
scattered about the garden, and many fine 
paintings had been torn from their frames, 
and were dispersed by the winds."" At a vil- - 

lage, which a hand of the French one day j 

reached, they found the seigneur, or feudal i 

proprietor, surrounded by a number of men 
armed with scythes, poles, and other rode 
weapons, resolved to make a stand. A few 
shots from the invading force speedily dis¬ 
persed this miserable group; the chief alone 
evincing firmness on this trying occasion. 
Awaiting the approach of the French sol¬ 
diers, armed with a poniard, lie menaced all 
who approached him. How can I survive 
the dishonour of my country!"" exclaimed 
he, when summonecl to surrender—" our 
altars ai^e no more! our empire is disgraced! 
j Take my life, it is odious to me!” His last 
frantic request vras soon complied with by 
, the brutid Frencli soldiery, and the unfortn- 
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nate nobleman was killed by repeated stabs 
of the bayonet. 

The van of the army^ with Napoleon at 
its hcadj reached Witepsk on the 3Mh of 
July, and found the place nearly deserted* 
As they moved forward^ though the Rus¬ 
sians still gave way, the ranks of the invaders 
were considerably thinned by famine, deser¬ 
tion, and other casualties, Buonaparte was 
advised not to continue his advance; but to 
pause or retreat would be to confess failure, 
and that was a thought which he could not 
brook. He flattered himself that marching 
to Moscow, he should bring the emperor 
Alexander on his knees, happy to accept of 
any peace which it might be his good plea-, 
sure to grant- 

After a brief engagement, the Russians 
still retiring before them, the French entered ^ 
and took possession of Witepsk on the 
Dwina, on the 2Strh of July. This town, 
like all the others which they had reached, 
they found deserted, the inhabitants having 
carried with them every article of value 
which they possibly could. Already Napo¬ 
leon began to experience the difficulty of 
supporting so large an army in an enemy^s 
country, without any supplies but those 
which could be forcibly taken from the in¬ 
habitants, Every day now added to the 
difficulties of his position. Confident, when 
he entered the Russian territory, that he 
had only to march steadily on the capital, 
in order to compel the emperor to sue for 
peace, he felt surprised that no such com¬ 
munication had been received, while deser¬ 
tion, fatigue, famine, and wounds, were daily 
diminishing the numbers of his soldiers; and 
when he entered Witepsk, little more than i 
a month after the commencement of the 
campaign, his muster-roll was less by one- 
tbird than when be left France. The sol¬ 
diers had already been obliged to submit at 
first to the stoppage of their allowance of 
wine, then beer, and latterly even water and 
bread fell short. For several days at a time 
the soldiers were reduced to feed on roots; 
and by the end of the montli of July, the 
only provisions which could be obtained for 
whole divisions of the army was a nauseous 
kind of broth made from lye. This un¬ 
wholesome food soon produced its natural 
consequences, and the men were attacked 
with dysentery and typhus fever; and as 
shelter or comforts of any kind could not 
be obtained for the sick, thousands of them 
died. For hundreds of miles the track of 
the '' grand armv^^ was marked by devas- 
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tation on every side, and by the dead bodies 
of men and horses. The severities and hard- 
sliips Avhich the troops had to undergo began 
to produce dissatisfaction, and to undermine 
discipline. The aimless object of the enter¬ 
prise began to be discussed among the sol¬ 
diers, and they deserted in considerable 
bodies. The inliabitants, bowever, profited 
but little from these defections, as the de¬ 
serters lAver thought of returning to France, 
but joined themselves into predatory bands, 
murdering and robbing all who came in 
their way, and living a life of dissipation, 
as long as the means of their indulgence 
could be obtained by force or rapine. Ulti¬ 
mately all these marauders were cut down 
by the Cossacks, or by armed bands of the 
peasantry, who combined for mutual pro¬ 
tection. 

The difficulty of procuring supplies pro¬ 
duced sometimes the most heartrending 
scenes. Everything which constituted the 
wealth or fortune of families was taken 
from them in the most ruthless manner, 
and the slightest opposition to the parties 
who scoured the country to procure pro¬ 
visions, resulted in the murder of those who 
opposed their proceedings, Labaume, n 
French authority, whom we have already 
quoted, says, in describing the entrance of a 
division into one of the Russian towns— 

As we advanced towards the centre of the 
town, we observed, in every street, crowds 
of soldiers robbing the liouses, altogether 
regardless of the cries of the wretched in¬ 
habitants, or the tears of the mothers who, 
on bended knees, begged for their own lives 
and tliose of their children. This insatiable 
rage for plunder was justifiefl by some who, 
famishing, only sought for provisions; but 
others, under this pretence, rifled the dwel¬ 
lings of their contents, and even robbed the 
women and children of the clothes with 
which they were covered 

The more prudent counsellors of Na¬ 
poleon now advised him either to fortity I 
and remain in Witepsk till the succeeding I 
spring, or to return to Wilna or Wai’saR\ j 
He, however, had willed othervrise, and 1 
hurried on by his blind ambition, he deter- ' 
mined not to stop short of Moscow, the | 
capture of which he considered would en- i 
able him to put his troops into comfortable | 
winter-quarters. He was compelled at once | 
to advance, as there could not, at Witepsk, 
on any occasion, be gathered together more 
than twenty-four hours^ prorisious at any 
one time. To have returned to Poland 
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would have destroyed the prestige of success 
which be affected to believe was attached to , 
his name ; therefore forining a junction of his 
army (August 10 th) he marched on Smolensk, 
After the occupation of Witepsk by the 
Frenchj the Russians partially changed their 
tactics* Their object now became to keep 
the invaders in check until the winter 
[ I should overtake them; so that the retreatj 
which they foresaw must ultimately take 
1 place, might be aggravated by all the horrors 
of a northern whiter, Smolensk, the next 
place of importance which the French ap- 
I proached, is a large fortified city, situated 
on the Dnieper, Here Barclay de lolly, 

I with his division of the Russian army, made 
^ a resolute stand, in order to cover the re¬ 
moval of the inhabitants, with all the ti'ans- 
portable stores* Napoleon observing this, 
was delighted at tlie prospect that a general 
engagement was about to take place; for, 
having gained most of his successes by 
generalship in great battles, he concluded 
that similiar results would follow du this 
instance* “Now I have them he ex¬ 
claimed, when he came in sight of the 
Russian forces. The Russians were attacked 
with ail the energy and skill of the French 
commanders, and a bombardment of the city 
ensued; after a severe struggle Smolensk 
was taken on August the 18th, the Russians 
retiring according to tlieir ordinary practice, 
Tlie French, hoivever, found, to their as ton- 
islinieut, that their victory was of but little 
value to them. On the eveniug of the day 
of battle thick colurana of smoke were seen 
' ascending from the city; shortly after the 
I bright red flames hurst forth, spreading with 
' fearful rapidity in eveiy direction, and be- 
I fore the morning sun had dawned Smolensk 
was a smoking ruin, 

) Next day the French army entered the 
! town; but so completely had the lire done 
I its work, that there was not even shelter 
to be obtained in the half-burnt houses* 
Palaces yet buruiug showed walls luilf de- 
I stroyed by the flames, and strewed among 
I the charred and smoking mius w'ere to be 
seen the dead bodies of the unfortimate in¬ 
habitants who had been overtaken by the 
destructive element* or who had been slain in 
the bombardment of the previous day* Some 
few of the houses and the churches which 
I had been spared, were filled by miserable 
I wretches, who presented a woeful spectacle. 
In the great cathedral, venerated by the 
Russians, might be seen wdiole families, 
aged men and chOdreu, prostrated on the 


steps of the altar, imploring that aid from 

heaven which had been denied them by 
man. The clang of military music, and the 
shouts of the French soldiery, however, soon 
drowned the wail of misery whicli had been 
uttered by the wretched sufferers, The 
Russians, in this affair, lost 12,000, and the 
French 4,000 men* 

Calculating on this fine city as a place 
where he could have quartered and pro¬ 
visioned his troops, and, if required, that he 
could have fallen back upon from Moscow, 
the burning of Smolensk dismayed and 
perplexed Napoleon, He now appeared to 
comprebend the true nature of the contest 
in w'hich he had engaged; and as he began 
to form a just estimate of the character of 
the people whose country he had invaded, 
ids mind was filled with the most anxious 
Ibrebodings. He found that this was not a 
mere war with the emperor of Russia, but a 
war with the entire people; that he had not 
only to contend with soldiers in pitched 
battles, but he had to encounter the deter¬ 
minate resistance of the whole population; 
and, what was worse, he was becoming hem¬ 
med in a wilderness infinite in extent, barren 
in condition, and remote fram succour* His 
ablest generals also at this time murmured 
against the undertaking, and Murat, Ney, 
and others, loudly exekutned against the 
foolhardiness of the spoiled child of fortune. 
Their objections were overruled, and Mos¬ 
cow w'as pointed to as the goal ol all their 
endeavours, which w^as to crown their exer¬ 
tions with peace and security, and the troops 
were ordered to march onwards* 

Having halted four days at Smolensk, 
the march fi'om that city to Moscow, a dis¬ 
tance of 280 miles, was commenced. The 
wav lay through marshes and forests, and 
as the invaders moved, fatigue and intoxica¬ 
tion, joined with the irregular assaults 
made on them by the enemy, reduced their 
niimhei*s* The Ilussian army still retired, 
and the French advanced, occasionally ex¬ 
posed to the fierce charges of the Cossacks, 
a description of cavalry pictured as con¬ 
temptible in the bulletins of Buonaparte, 
but one that through the campaign was 
often found to be terrible by his follow^ers. 
Tlie plan of Barclay de Tolly was to avoid a 
general engagemeut, bnt to weaken the 
enemy in partial actions, and draw him on 
from swamp to swamp, from desert to 
desert, and from conflagration to conflagra¬ 
tion. At Gjatz, a place which the French 
reached after leaving Smolensk, a Russian 
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officer appeared with a flag of truce. He 
was asked by a French general what place 
of consequeoce would be found between 
Wiazraa and Moscow* Pultavra, tlie place 
where Charles XII, saw his proud hopes 
aunihilated by Bussia/^ was the brief but 
significant reply. 

Their onward course the French still pur¬ 
sued. On the 7th of September, liaTing 
reached a place called Borodino, it was 
obvious that prince Kutusoff, who had now 
superseded Barclay de Tolly, proposed to 
give battle, Buonaparte, in a brief address 
to his troops, announced to them that a vic¬ 
tory there achieved wmuld secure them 
abundance, good winter-quai'ters, and a 
prompt return to their own conntries, while 
late posterity would exalt the fame of each 
who w^as at the great battle under the 
walls of Moscow/^ The hostile armies 
engaged, and awful was the attendant car¬ 
nage* The French lost more than 50,000 
men, with 4S generals^ the Bussian loss 
was said to reach 33,000 men, and 50 
generals* Ninety thousand cannon were 
fired by the French, and each soldier used 
100 cartridges* Sixty thousand men and 
35,000 horses were burnt or buried on the 
fatal field, while the neighbouring ravines 
were crowded with wounded sufferers, who 
filled the air with passionate appeals to 
their comrades to give them death, that 
their present anguish might terminate* 

Labaurae, speaking of the destruction at¬ 
tendant on this battle, says—^^Aa we passed 
over the ground wdiich the Russians had 
occupied, we were able to judge of the im¬ 
mense loss that they had sustained. On 
many places the bursting of the sheila had 
promiscuously heaped together men and 
horses* The fire of our howitzers had been 
so destructive, that mountains of dead bodies 
were scattered over the plain; and the few 
places that were not encumbered with the 
slain, were covered with broken lances, 
muskets, helmets, and cuirasses, or with ^ 
grape-shot and bullets, uuraerous as hail¬ 
stones after a violent storm. The most 
horrid spectacle, however, was the interior 
of the ravines: almost all the wounded wlio 
were able to drag themselves along, had 
taken refuge in these hollows, to avoid tlie 
shot* These miserable wretches—heaped 
one upon another, and almost suffocated 
with blood, uttering the most dreadful 
groans, and invoking death with piercing 
cries—eagerly besouglit us to put an end to 
their torments. We had no means of re- 
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lieving them, and could only deplore the 
calamities inseparable from a war so atro¬ 
cious.^^ Segur also thus refers to the suf¬ 
ferings of the Russians at tins time—“ One 
of tliese poor fellows lived for several days 
in the carcase of a horse, which had been 
gutted by a shell, and the inside of which 
he gnawed. Some were seen straightening 
their broken leg by tying a branch of a tree 
tightly against it, then supporting them¬ 
selves with another branch, and w^alking in 
this manner to the next village/^ 

The town of Mojaisk was captured, but 
neither inhabitants nor provisions were 
found, and Napoleon began to contemplate 
the awful consequences of being opposed by 
means like those on which the Russians 
relied. He laboured to conceal the dreary 
forebodings which came over him, and to 
affect an air of triumph* On the 14th of 
September, his army reached the crest of 
the last craiuence interposed between them 
and Moscow, and they gazed on its numer¬ 
ous gilded domes and steeples whth as much 
eagerness, if not with as much pious joy, 
as the pilgrims of other days felt when they 
first caught a glimpse of Jerusalem. 

As the French approached the ancient 
capital of the Russian empire, they found 
that the population, as elsewhere, fled before 
them, leaving to the invaders nothing but 
scorched fields and smoking ruins* The de¬ 
termination with which the work of devasta¬ 
tion w^as carried on by the Russians, appalled 
Buonaparte. Other circurastauces at this 
time tended to depress his mind, and almost 
drove him to desperation. News of the 
disasters which had overtaken his armies in 
Spain reached him at this period. About a 
week before the battle of Borodino, Mar- 
mouFs defeat at Salamanca was made 
known to him by colonel Fabvier, who made 
the journey from YaUadoUd in one course, 
and having fought at the Arapiles in Spain, 
on the 32ud of July, he was wounded on 
the iieights of Moskovva on the 7th of Sep¬ 
tember* Intelligence from France told him 
of plots against his power, and he was ear¬ 
nestly pressed by Fouclie and his other 
ministers to return to Paris as soon as he 
possiljly could. 

The possession of Moscow, however, he j 
still flattered himself would make ameofis ' 
for all he had undergone; the Russian citi¬ 
zens he fondly imagined, when they saw 
their capital fairly iu liis possession, w'ould i 
submit themselves to his rule. He would 
dictate to them his laws, and afford them 
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1 iiis protection. Subsidies would be raised, 
i bis army would be comfortably fed and 
lodged, knd its efficiency restored. Trade 
and commerce being protected^ would as- 
snine tbeir accustomed course; and here, 
from tbe palace of the KretuHn, with the 
emperor at his feet suing for peace, he could 
dictate to him whatever terms he chose. 
Alas! how miserably were these high hopes 
fulfilled! 

The city of IVIoscow is the capital of the 
B ussian govern men t of that name, and 
formerly the capital of all Russia* It is 
situated in a fertile and richly cultivated 
country on the banks of the river Moskwa, 
and of the rivulets Yausa and Neglina, 482 
miles south-east of St. Petersburg. The 
form of the city is a sort of irregular rliom- 
hoid, and its circuit, within the ramparts 
that enclose the suburbs, is said to exceed 
twenty-six English miles; the population, 
however, does not correspond with its ex¬ 
tent. as in this space are Contained upwards 
of 1,000 gardens, besides about 240 kitchen- 
gardens, some of great extent, and a num- 
1 her of unenclosed fields, called Poles^ which 
are used for exercising troops, holding festi¬ 
vals, and for promenades; and there are 
also upwards of 2 d0 small lakes, the banks 
of some of which are laid out with Tnuch 
taste as public walks and gardens. Moscow 
was still tbe most populous city of tbe 
Russian empire, and had the largest and 
most splendid establishments of tbe nobility, 
notwithstanding the residence of the court 
at St. Petershm^g. The city is distributed 
into five divisions, each of which has its 
respective circumvallation, and forms, as it 
were, a separate town ; viz., the Kremlin, or 
central part; the Kitai-Gorod, or Chinese 
Town; the Beloi-Gorod, or White Town; 
the Zemlianoi-Gorod, or Earthen Town; and 
the Slobodi, or suburbs. The Kremlin, tlie 
central and highest part of the city, occupies 

1 a commanding situation on the banks of the 

1 Moskwa, and is surrounded by high walls 
of stone and brick, nearly two miles in 
circuit, furnished with battlements, em¬ 
brasures, numerous towers, and five gates* 
This dirision was built of stone in 1367, 
and has no wooden houses; it includes the 
ancient palace of tlse czars, in wliich Peter 
the Great was bom, the cathedral of tbe 
Assumption, the cathedral of the Annuncia¬ 
tion, the cathedral of St, Michael, and the 
cathedral of tlie Transfigurarion; several 
other churches wdth beautiful spires, two 
convents, the patriarcliai palace, and the 

arsenal* The Kitai-Gorod is much larger 
than the Kremlin; it is the centre of the 
trade of Moscow, and contains the bazaars, 
the magazines, and tlie best and greatest num¬ 
ber of shops; and it lias the only streets in 
Moscow in which the houses stand close to 
each other. Here also are the Pokrovskoi 
cathedral, which is so constructed as to con¬ 
tain twenty different chapels or places in 
which divine service may be performed at the 
same time; the towm-hall; the printing-office 
of the holy synod; and various other public 
buildings. The Beloi-Gorod, or White 
Town, runs round tlie last-named division ; 
it takes its name from a white wall, by whicli 
it was formerly surrounded. Besides many 
fine palaces of the nobility, it contained 
several remarkable edifices, such as the 
universitj", the inedicO'Chirurgical academy, 
tbe foundling-hospital, the post-office, the 
college pf foreign affairs, the residence of 
the governor-general, the excise-house, the 
assembly-room of the nobility, tlirec monas¬ 
teries, three nunneries, and several churches. 
The Zemlianoi-Gorod environs all the other 
three divisions, and is so denominated from a 
circular rampart of earth by which it is en¬ 
compassed. It contained the dep6t of the com¬ 
missariat, the government depot for spirits, 
the Imperial Philanthropic Society and the 
Moscow commercial school. In this division 
also are several promenades, planted witii 
trees. The two last-iiorned divisions exhilut 
a grotesque group of churches, convents, 
palaces, brick nud wooden houses, and mean 
hovels. Tlie slobodi, or suburbs, tliirty- 
five in number, form a vast exterior circle 
round all the parts already deseribed, and 
are invested by a low rampart and ditch; 
among these suburbs are to be found Catha¬ 
rine's Barracks, the railitaiy hospital, tlie 
hospital of Sheremetof, many monasteries, 
fee.; besides which, there are numerous 
orchards, gardens, corn-fields, much opeu 
^pasture, and some small lakes, which give 
jise to the Neglina. The Moskwa, fi'om 
which the city takes its name, flows through 
it in a winding channel; but, excepting in 
spring, is only navigable for rafts. Moscow 
exhibits an astonishing degree of extent and 
variety, irregularity, and contrast; some 
parts have the aj)pearance of a sequestered 
desert, others of a populous town; some of 
a contemptible rillage, others of a great 
capital: the streets in general are very long 
and broad ; some of tliem are paved; others, 
particularly in the suburbs, are formed with 
trunks of trees, or boardeS with planks, like 
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the floor of a room. The clmrches are 
riclily ornamented within, and the pictures 
of the saints are decorated with ^old, silver, 
and precious stones; some of their hells are 
of a stupendous size; they hang in beifries 
detached from the church, are fixed imtnov- 
abiy to the beams, and rung by means of a 
rope tied to the clapper. In the cathedral 
of St* Michael the sovereigns of Russia were 
formerly interred; their bodies are deposited 
in raised sepulchres, mostly of brick, in the 
shape of a coffin, above the pavement, each 
ha\niig, at the lower extremity, a silver plate, 
containing the name of the prince and the 
time of his death r on great festivals they 
are all covered with palJs of gold or silver 
brocade, studded with pearls and jewels. 
The cathedral of the Assumption of the 
Virgin Mary is the most magnificeut in the 
city, and has long been appropriated to the 
coronation of the Rnssian sovereigns. Be¬ 
tween these two cathedrals, and nearly in 
the centre of the Kremlin, is the church of 
Ivan Veliki: it has a circular tower, termi¬ 
nated by a conical-shaped cupola richly gilt, 
about 300 feet high, and is the loftiest 
building in Moscow. In 1737, a bell, 
weighing more than 400,000 lbs., was cast 
for this church, but was materially injured 
by firo the same year ; its height is 19 feet, 
the circumference at the bottom 64 feet, 
the greatest thickness 23 inches, and a tri¬ 
angular piece is broken off from its peri¬ 
phery : on festival days this bell is visited 
by tile natives, who regard it with super¬ 
stitious veneration. The Foundling Hos¬ 
pital, founded by Catharine II., is an iin** 
inense pile of building, of a quadrangnlar 
shape, and will contain 8,000 foundlings. 
Two miles north of the city is the palace of 
Petrovsky, the usual residence of the Russian 
sovereigns during their visits to Moscow: 
it is a large edifice of brick*work, and has 
an appearance "of great magnificence, but 
the style of architecture is cumbrous and, 
heavy. 

Napoleon, when he first beheld Mos¬ 
cow with the golden cupolas/' partook of 
the general enthusiasm of liis soldiers* 
About two o'clock on the i4th of Septem¬ 
ber, while the rear-guard of the Russians 
were in the act of evacuating Moscow, he 
reached the hill called the Mount of Salva¬ 
tion, because it is there where the natives 
kneel and cross themselves at first sight of 
the Holy City. Moscow seemed lordly and 
striking as ever, wdth the steeples of its 
thirty churches, a3d its copper domes glit- 
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taring in the sun; its palaces of eastern 
architecture mingled with trees, and sur¬ 
rounded by gardens, while the Kremlin rose 
like a citadel out of the general mass of 
groves aad huiltiings. But not a chimney 
sent up smoke, not a man appeared on the 
battlements, or at the gates. Napoleon 
gazed, every moment expecting to see a 
train of bearded Boyards arriving to fling 
themselves at his feet, and place their wealth 

his disposal. His first exclamation was— 

Behold at last that celebrated city !" His 
next—It was full time." His army, less 
regardful of the past or the future^ fixed 
their eyes on the goal of their wishes—and 
a shout of Moscow [ Moscow 1 passed from 
rank to raak.'^ 

Napoleon halted till the evening, the 
whole of his forces in the mean time coming 
up, his scouts advancing to the city, and 
even miugling wnth the retreating Russians. 
He remained in the anxious expectation 
that a deputation of the inhabitants ^vould 
w^ait upon him formally to surrender to him 
their ancient cfipitaL Time came on, but 
no deputation appeared. Was it possible that 
the Russians were ignorant of the usual for¬ 
malities of surrendering a town? Tlie scouts 
of Murat Lad refcuriiecl'—they had pene¬ 
trated into the streets, and found Moscow 
deserted—the population had either left, or 
was asleep. Several Frenchmen who had 
been resident in Moscow came out of their 
hiding-places, and made the same report— 
the city had been deserted* Napoleon at 
first refused to give credit to what he was , 
told, so contrary was it to his experience of | 
war or of Jmniau nature, that the entire j 
population of a laige city should abandon 
it, because it was about to fall into the 
hands of an enemy. Disagreeable and un¬ 
precedented as the fact was, however, it 
was impossible to disbelieve it, and when 
the city was entered, no one was found ia 
its deserted houses and streets but a few 
thousand vagabonds, who had remained in 
the hope of plunder; and a few French and 
other foreign residents, whom the retreating 
Russians had not been able to induce to 
leave. 

When the emperor Alexander was forced 
to retire before the French, he committed 
the command of his arniy to his two gene¬ 
rals, as we have before stated, He then 
f>roceeded into the interior of his couiitiyj 
in order to superintend the preparations 
which were being made for the defeat of the 
• Sir Walter ScotL 
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Rneiur. He visited Moscow, a city which 
from the wealth of its inhabitants, and tlie 
number of nobles who resided in it, was 
considered one of the most important in his 
empire. The excess of the danger which 
threatened the empire, begot the most in¬ 
tense spirit of loyalty in the inhabitants ; 
and when Alexander readied the ancient 
city, he was received with every demonstra¬ 
tion of enthusiasm, and offers of money and 
other supplies were made, which could never 
have been expected. One merchant sub¬ 
scribed 50,000 rubles, two-thirds of his for¬ 
tune, and paid the sum tlie ensuing day. 
The strong feeling of patriotism which thus 
exhibited itself, convinced Alexander that 
iloscow would do its duty. 

The emperor having left the city to pro¬ 
ceed to other parts of his doiniiiions, the 
inhabitants of Moscow watched the gradual 
approach of the rrcnch with the greatest 
anxiety, Rostopcliiu, the governor, upheld 
the spirits of the citizens by proclamations, 
in which he assured them that the French 
would be defeated long before they could 
reach Moscow, and ibreed to retreat. Not¬ 
withstanding these assurances, many of the 
inhabitants left the city. Rostopchin, while 
he appeared to have great confidence in his 
own proclamations, did not fail to make 
provision for the reception of the enemy 
should his hopes be frustrated. Large 
quantities of fireworks and combustibles 
were accumulated in the houses, which were 
to be fired at the proper time, and thus 
destroy the invader and his followers in a 
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general explosion. Such was the deter¬ 
mined spirit with wliich the invading army 
of France was to be met. 

About a fortnight befoi^ the aTrival of 
the French, the general emigration of the 
inhabitants liad commenced. The governor , 
had the archives of the city and the public j ! 
treasure removed, the merchauts next began | 
to shift their property, and the whole coun- ; 
try for miles round was covered with fugi¬ 
tives from the devoted city. The news of 
the battle of the Moskwa completed the 
desertion of the city. It was at first sup- | 
posed by Rostopchin that Katusoff would 
risk another battle in the vicinity of Mos¬ 
cow; but when he learned that it was the in¬ 
tention of that general to retreat still further, 
he determined to lose no time in carrying bis 
desperate design of burning the city into 
execution. On the night of the 13tb, while j 
the French were hurrying forward to take 
possession of their much coveted prize, | 
Rostopchin sent emissaries round to warn 
the few remaining inhabitants to lose no 
time in leaxdng the city. Fusees and otlier 
combustible materials, it is said, were intro¬ 
duced into the deserted houses and shops, 
and places where they would be the most 
likely to lead to a general conflagration. A 
stream of fugitives now poured out ot the 
gates of the city, urged alike by their fear ; 
of the French, and the stern measures of 
Rostopchin. Men might be seen harnessed 
to carts, dragging tlieir wives, children, their i 
aged parents, and the slight remains of 
their property. 


BURNING OF MOSCOW. 


Such was the condition of Moscow when 
the invading army approached the city, Na¬ 
poleon experienced severe disappointment, 
when made acquainted with the above facts, 
but still indulged a hope that the fall of 
Moscow would produce an impression on the 
Russians favourable to his views. He en¬ 
tered it on the evening of the 14th of Sep¬ 
tember, but passed that night in a house in 
the suburbs. While here, a report reached 
him that it was intended to fire the city. 
He was vigilant in observing all that passed, 
and was continually sending messengera to 
ascertain that all was quiet in Moscow, when 
at two o^dock in the morning he learned 
that a fire !md actually broken out. A fire 
balloon was sent up, which fell in the 


palace of Trubetskoi, and this seems to 
have been the signal for a general confla- , 
gration. It was seen that the exchange f 
was on fire, and the pillaging of that build¬ 
ing immediately commenced. Under the 
piazzas/^ says Labaume, numerous ware¬ 
houses were found, in which the soldiers 
broke the chests, and divided the spoil, 
which exceeded all tlieir expectations. No , 
cry, no tumult, was lieard in this scene of i 
hoiTOr; every one found wherewithal to 
satisfy his thirst for plunder. Nothing was | 
heard but the crackling of the flames, and 
the noise of the doors that were broken 
open; till all at once, a dreadful crash was 
occasioned by the failing in of a wall. Cot¬ 
tons, muslins, in short the most costly pro- 
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ductions of Europe and of Asia were seen 
in a blaze* In the cellars were accumulated 
sugars, oils, vitrol,—all these objects con¬ 
sumed at once, in subterraneous warehouses, 
sent forth torrents of flaraes, through thick 
iron grates/^ The fire soon reached the 
finest parts of the town ; the palaces which 
adorned Moscow were destroyed^ the steeples 
of the cimrches lately resplendent, like gold 
and silver, were laid low ; and more dreadful 
still, the hospitals w^ere soon involved in the 
conflagration. These had contained 20,000 
wounded sufferers, many of whom, previously 
mutilated, were seen vainly struggling to 
escape the devouring element, Napoleon 
affected an air of calmness, and dii’ected his 
soldiers to enter the Kremlin, the ancient 
palace of the czars, which is in the central 
part of Moscow, Thence he wTotc with his 
own hand proposals of peace, which he for- 
ivarded by a Russian officer of rank, who had 
lately been captured. The flames abated 
the next day, and the French officers occu¬ 
pied the deserted palaces, but at night the 
fire burst out again. Many persons were 
discovered with torches in their hands, who 
had concealed themselves till darkness ar¬ 
rived, WJiether these persons were animated 
by patriotism, or by a hope of plunder, ad¬ 
mits of some doubt; but tlie latter, it is pro* 
bable, more generally prevailed among them* 
Some of them were cut down by the exas¬ 
perated French, It was impossible to check 
the conflagration; the fire engines had pre¬ 
viously been sent away, and it was soon ap- 
purent that the Kremlin was in danger. 
There, anxiously pacing his apartment, Bona¬ 
parte sorrowfully contemplated the magnifi¬ 
cently frightful spectacle which was presented 
to him, while such exclamations as, “ What 
desperate resolution!—it* s all their own do¬ 
ings 1—these are Scytliians indeed!”—were 
heard to fall from his feverish lips. Soon a erv 
was raised that the Kremlin was on fire. He 
found it no easy task to withdraw. He 
wished to seek Petrovsky, a residence of the 
Russian emperor, three miles distant on the 
Peters!)urg road; but attempting to leave the 
Kremlin by a postern gate, found himself 
surrounded by the fire, A single narrow 
winding street presented the only outlet; 
through this lie rushed, and with great diffi¬ 
culty made his way to Petrovsky, 

Segur gives the following graphic account 
of the escape of Napoleon:—We were en¬ 
circled by a sea of fire, which blocked up all 
the gates of the citadel, and frustrated the 
first attempts tlmt ivere made to depart. 
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After some search, we discovered a postern i 
gate, leacliog between the rocks to the I^Ios- ' 
kwa. It was by this narrow passage tliat I 
Napoleon, his officers, and guards, escaped ' 
from tlte Kremlin. But what had they 
gained by this movement? — they had ap- , 
preached nearer to the fire, and could neither 
retreat nor remain where they w^ere. And , 
how were they to advance? how force a pas- t 
sage through the waves of this ocean of 
flame ? There was no time to be lost; the 
roaring of the flames around us became 
every moment more violent. A single nar¬ 
row winding street appeared to be the only 
outlet. The emperor rushed on foot, and 
without hesitation, into this narrow passage, 
tie advanced amid the crackling of the 
flames, the crash of floors, and the fall of 
burning timbers, and of the red-hot iron 
roofs which tumbled around him* The 
flames, which, with impetuous roar, con¬ 
sumed the edifices between which we ivere 
proceeding, spreading beyond the walls, w^ere 
blown about by the wind, and formed an 
arch over onr heads, We walked on a ground 
of fire, beneath a fiery sky, and between two 
walls of fire. The intense lieat burned our 
eyes, which we were, nevertheless, obliged to 
keep open and fixed on the danger. A con¬ 
suming atmosphere, glowing ashes, detached 
flames, parched our throats, and rendered 
our respiration short and dry; and we 
were already almost suffocated with the 
smoke, 

This occurred on the evening of the 16th. 
The conflagration, however, raged till the I 
20 th, 'when it ended, having lasted in all six 
days. During that period, Dr, Lj^all states 
in his Ilisior^ of Moscow^ innumerable 
palaces, crovvdsof noble mansions, and thou¬ 
sands of houses, bazaars, shops, and ware¬ 
houses, containing the wealth and luxuries 
of the world—the depositories of science, and 
literature, and taste, the cabinets and gal- 
leries^—were destroyed/^ Karamzin, a Rus¬ 
sian historian, says:^—-“Palaces and temples, 
monuments of art and miracles of luxury, 
the remains of ages which had passed away, 
and those which had been the creation of 
yesterday—^the tombs of ancestors and the 
nursery cradles of the present generation— 
were indiscriminately destroyed. Nothing 
was left of Moscow save the remembrance of 
the city, and the deep resolution to avenge 
its fall*''—Tlie total loss by fire and the war 
in the government of Moscow was estimated 
at 321,000,0Q0 of rubles, about ^50,000,000 
sterling* 
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j On the 20tli5 Napoleon returned to Mos¬ 
cow, and again took up liis lodging at the 
KreTnlin, ivhicln owing to the exertions of 
the soldiei^ to save it from destruction^ had 
i escaped with but little damage. At this 
extremely perilous period of their affairs^ the 
appearance of the Freuch invaders was any¬ 
thing but what might have been expected- 
Their camp or quarters presented a resem¬ 
blance to a fair, It was, in reality, w^hat has 
been laughed at as one of the most facetious 
efforts of Mr, Canning^s imagination* “An 
army in disguise/' MTiile Moscow was 
burning, the staff-officers stationed round 
the chateaus, where their generals, resided, 
were estabbshed in the gardens and quar¬ 
tered under grottos, Clnnese pavilions, or 
green-houses. The horses tied under aca¬ 
cias or liuden-trees, were sepai'ated from 
each other by liedges or beds of flowers, 
j “ This camp, truly picturesque, was rendered 
' still more so, by the new costume adopted 
j by the soldiers. Thus we saw walking in 
our camp, soldiers who were dressed a la 
Tariare^ d la Cossaqm^ d la Ckmou ; one 
wore the Polish cap, another wore the high 
bonnet of the Persians, the Basques, or the 
Calmucks, In short, our army presented 
the image of a carnival/' Labaurae, the 
w'liter thus quoted, goes on to state that the 
J army forgot their fatigues, rejoicing in the 
j good cheer they found, and the profits which 
they made by articles stolen at Moscow; 

J the army having by this time withdrawn 
j from that city and assemhled at Petrovsky. 

I The soldiers continued to return to tlie 
j Kremlin, where they found many valuable 
articles, of which they made sale. Tliey 
I I were, notwithstanding their wealth, so in- 
I ' differently lodged as to be constantly ex- 
I . posed to all the inelemency of the weather; 

I while they ate off China plates, drank out 
[ I of silver vases, and had at their command 
J the most elegant appliances of luxury. But 
I distress was fast approaching. The cattle 
! I died for want of forage. Their tables were 
I I laden with syrups and dainties, but bread 
j and meat were wanting. All foretold, as 
miglit easily be perceived, through the rent 
veil of splendou]’, that dire want must soon 
overtake the grand army. 

The descriptioii given by eye-witnesses of 
the appearance of the city and its suburbs, 
now that the fire was over, is horrible in the , 
extreme, “ Strict orders had at first been 
issued to refrain from pillage, but these had 
been at last withdrawn, and thousands of 
persons of all descriptions, Prench and Kus- 
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sians, officers and privates, men of respect¬ 
able cliaracter and the lowest dregs of the 
population, the refuse of the Russian gaols, 
had for several days been going about 
through the streets, breaking open shops, 
and ransacking houses, in quest of sucli 
goods or movables as had escaped the fire. 
There had been no order or regularity; all 
had been excess and brutal indulgence. On f 
the road from Petrovsky to Moscow, the ' 
most strange and disgusting scenes met the j 
eyes of the emperor: large biasing bonfires, 
in which the fuel consisted of mahogany 
furniture and gilded doors; around these, 
officers and soldiers, splashed and bedaubed 
with mud and dirt, lying on silken couches, J 
or sitting in fine arm-cludrs, their feet rest- | 
ing on Siberian furs, Cashmci'c shawls, or 
Persian gold-cloth; gold and silver plates I 
in their hands, from wdiich they were raven- | 
ously eating hnge pieces of half-broiled 
horseflesh. Round every one of these little 
groups were gatliered crowds of Russian 
citizens trying in some eases to recover part 
of thehr own property, in others to pillage 
their neighbours, but many of them tempted 
merely by the fires which the Erench had 
kindled, and the horseflesh which they were 
eating. Entering the suburbs of the city, 
the scenes which offended the eye and the 
other senses were more disgusting. Every¬ 
where heaps of ashes, and fragments of 
stone and iron, blocked up the path; and 
the air was fiUed with an indescribable 
stench, rising from such a smouldering 
chaos of lime, bricks, wood, dead bodies, j 
and all tlie heterogeneous mass of mate- | 
rials ^diich the imagination can conceive to , 
be lodged in a great city. In the gardens, I 
wretched and gaunt-looking Russians of both 
sexes, some with scarcely a rag to cover 
them, others clad in furs and rich pelisses, 
were seen scraping the soil with their nails 
in search of roots or herbs; or fighting w’ith 
each other for the thigh-bone of a horse 
which had been left behind them by the 
French, On the banks of the river, crowds 
were devouring handfuls of raw and sour 
corn, which tliey had fished up from the 
water, out of a large quantity whicli had 
been sunk by the orders of Rostopchin/' 

The return of Napoleon put a stop to 
many of these scenes of disorder. Indis¬ 
criminate pillage was ordered to cease; the 
churches were evacuated by the soldiery; 
tile principal streets were cleared; and 
means were taken to restore order and 
regularity into the sacked and ruined city, 
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Bat nothing could repair tlie losses sus¬ 
tained by the indiscriminate pillage of the 
last six days. Quantities of provisions 
which, if prudently taken care of, would 
have been a welcome addition to the army 
stores, had been irretrievably squandered 
by a wasteful and licentious soldiery. 

Thus have we endeavoured to convey to 
our readers a faint idea of that great event 
in history, the Burning of Moscow;” and 
though we have, in accordance with tlie 
generally-received account of this event, 
attributed the act to the Russians, yet we 
cannot refrain from ginng colonel Mitchell's 
view of tile question, although lie differs 
from all other writers on the subject. Col¬ 
onel Mitchell denies that the Russians 
did burn Moscow. Alison, in his Hktorp 
of Europe^ states that Rostopchin, in Paris, 
with his own lips, told him that he had 
applied the incendiary torch with his own 
hands; but to what? to a bed in his own 
country palace. The French evidence of 
course is worth nothing, they had no 
means of knowing who set fire to the town, 
whether their own soldiers or the Russians, 
They had strong motives, iiow^ever, for say¬ 
ing the latter, and therefore they said it. 
We will, however, let colonel Mitchell state 
hia own case. 

But/^ he says, it will be asked, how 
then was Moscow burnt? for if the Russians 
did not burn it, the French certainly w^ould 
not. The answer is very easy. The first 
thing famishing troops are likely to do on 
entering a town, is to demand food; but 
w'hen there are no inhabitants to supply 
them, as w^as tlie ease in the deserted city 
of Moscow, the soldiers naturally look for it 
themselves; and as they are not generally 
provided with lanterns and wax tapers for 
the purpose of searching cellars, cupboards, 
and dark corners, their usual substitutes are 
wisps of lighted straw, or buruiug sticks: 
and thousands of starving wretches so em¬ 
ployed—to say nothing of intemperance, 
and the proverbial carelessness of soldiers— 
w^onld soon set fire to a deserted city, mostly 
built of wood. We have seen what thc con¬ 
duct of the troops w^as on entenng the 
capital, and may safely ask, how could any 
city escape being burnt under such circum¬ 
stances [ The Russians, seeing that gi'eat 
honour attached to this presumed saertfiee, 
very quietly took the credit of it to them¬ 
selves, though they had in the first instance 
accused the French of the deed. Count 
Rostopchin, in a pamphlet written on the 
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I subject, frankly owns that it was not the 
act of the Russian government: but so 
proud have the nation become of this pre¬ 
tended deed of heroism, ^ this snldiuiest of 
volcanoes/ that colonel Bouturlin, in his 
half - official account of the campaign of 
1812, avowing that no direct orders were 
given for the destruction of the city, insinu¬ 
ates, nevertheless, that intelligible hints to 
the same effect emanated from the highest 
quarter, and were received as absolute com¬ 
mands* in consequence* We doubt the as¬ 
sertion altogether, and believe the fire to 
have been the very natural result of the 
circumstances under which the deserted city 
w^as taken possession of by the famishing 
French. Nor can the Russians claim any 
credit for this pretended national sacrifice, 
unless at the expense of the very moderate 
degree of sagacity which must have ren¬ 
dered the needless severity of such a mea¬ 
sure plain and apparent/^ 

We add the observations of Sir Walter 
Scott on this important point in historj":— 
The conflagration of Moscow was so com¬ 
plete in its devastation, so important in its 
consequences, so critical in the nioment of 
its comraenceraent, that almost all the eye¬ 
witnesses have imputed it to a sublime, yet 
almost horrible exertion of patriotic decision 
on the part of the Russians, their government, 
and, in particular, of the governor, Rostop- 
chim Nor has tlie positive denial of count 
Rostopchin himself diminished the general 
conviction that the fire was directed by him. 
All the French officers continue to this day 
to ascribe the conflagration to persons whom 
he had employed. On the other hand, there 
are many, and those*good judges of the 
probabilities in such an event, who have 
sliowii strong reasons for believing that 
Moscow shared but the fate of a deserted 
city, which is almost always burnt as Avell 
as pillaged. In the meantime, we shall 
only observe, that should the scale of evi¬ 
dence incline to the side of accident, history 
will lose one of tlie grandest as well as most 
terrible incidents which she has on record. 
Considered as a voluntarv Russian act, the 
burning of their capital is an incident of 
gigantic character, which we conaider with 
awe and terror—our faculties so confused by 
the immensity of the object, considered in 
its different bearings, that we hardly know 
whether to term it vice or virtue, patriotism 
or vengeance. IVhethcr the conflagration 
of Moscow was or was not the work of 
Russian will and Russian hands, the ettects 
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. wliicli it was to produce on the campaign 
' were likely to be of the most important cha- 
racten Bonaparte^s object in pressing on 
to the capital at every risk was to grasp a 
pledge, for the redemption of which he had 
no doubt Alexander would be glad to make 
peace on his own terms* But the prize of 
bis victory, however fair to the sight, had, like 
that fabled fmit, said to grow on the banks 
of the Dead Sea, proved in the end but soot 
and ashes. Moscow, indeed, he had seised, 
but it had perished in his grasp ^ and, far 
from being able to work upon Alexander's 
fears for its safety, it was reasonable to think 
that its total destruction had produced the 
most vehement resentment on the part of 
the Russian monarch, since Napoleon re¬ 
ceived not even the civility of an answer to 
his conciliatory letter. And thus the acqui¬ 
sition so much desired, as the means of pro¬ 
curing peace, had become, by this catas* 
trophe, the cause of the most irreconcilable 
enmity. Neither was it a trifling consider¬ 
ation, that Napoleon had lost by this dread¬ 
ful fire a great part of the supplies which he 
expected the capture of thc'metropolis would 
have contributed for the support of his 
famished army. Had there existed in Mos¬ 
cow the usual population of a capital, he 
would liave found the usual inodes of furnish¬ 
ing its markets in full activity. These, 
doubtless, are not of the common kind, for 
provisions are sent to this capital, not, as is 
usual, from fertile districts around the city, 
but from distant regions, whence they are 
brought hy w^ater carriage in the summer, 
and by sledges, which travel on the ice and 
frozen snow, in the winter time. To Mos¬ 
cow, with its usual iuhabifcaiits, tliese sup- 
j plies must have been remitted as usual, lest 
the numerous population of 250,000 and 

1 upwards slionld be faraisbed, as well as the 
enemyarmy. But, Moscow deserted— 
Moscow burnt and reduced to mountains of 

1 cinders and ashes—had no occasion for such 

1 supplies; nor was it to be supposed that the 

1 provinces from which they were usually 
j remitted would send them to a heap of ruins, 
where there remained none to be fed save 
the soldiers of the invading army. This 
conrietion came with heavy anticipation on 
the emperor of France and his principal 
officers.” 

iiccustomed to domineer over the sove¬ 
reigns of Europe, Buonaparte had confi¬ 
dently expected that the emperor Alexander, 
his ancient capital lost, would be content to 
take his place among the vanquished. He 

had the grief to learn, after sending Lauris- 
ton to Kutusoff to propose an accommoda¬ 
tion or an armistice, that be, while receiving 
the commimication with all courtesy, had 
made known that he had no authority to re¬ 
ceive any proposals for peace or for an artnis- 
tice, ^Vith respect to an armistice, the Rus¬ 
sians had no occasion for it, and they were 
in possession of too many advantages to 
think of granting a cessation of arms to an 
invading enemy. When Lauriston com¬ 
plained of the barbarous manner in which 
the wai’ was conducted ou the part of the 
Russians, he was answered that the barbari¬ 
ties complained of originated with the French, 
who had, pithout provocation, invaded their 
country. He added, that now, when ven¬ 
geance and retaliation were at hand, they 
sought for peace ; but peace could not be 
granted tiU the French were beyond the Vis¬ 
tula. They had come to Moscow uninvited, 
and must get back how they could. The 
Russian army, he might be assured, would 
do its duty, and this was but the coramence- 
ment of the campaign. In the same spirit, 
when Murat having concluded a short armis¬ 
tice, with Miloradovitch, complained of the 
excesses committed by the Cossacks, the 
latter at once declared that they had acted 
only according to orders. Murat remon¬ 
strated against their firing on flags of truce, 
but received for an answer—We want not 
to negotiate, but to fight. Take your mea¬ 
sures accordingly.” These brave comman¬ 
ders only communicated the sentiments and 
the fixed resolve of their sovereign. When 
he learnt the fall of jMoscow, this was the 
language of Alexander—No pusillanimous 
dejecfcioii I Let us vow redoubled courage 
and perseverance. The enemy is in deserted 
Moscow, as in a tomb. He entered Russia 
with 300,000 men of all countries, without 
union, or any national or religious bond: he 
has lost half of them by the sword of famine 
and desertion. He is in the heart of Russia, 
and not a single Russian at liis feet. To 
escape famine he wUl soon be obliged to 
direct his flight through the close flanks of 
our brave soldiers* Shall we then falter 
when our efforts against the common enemy 
are beheld and approved by all Europe 

1 While Napoleon remained in deserted 
Moscow, Murat, with part of the army, was 
in pursuit of Kutusoff and his Russians. 
Several engagements took place between 
the Russian general and the chivalrous king 
of Naples, which, however, were decisive 
of nothing, save the stubborn bravery of 
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the Russians. Tired of this protracted and 
undecisive warfai^ej and becoming every day 
XDOre sensible of tlie danger of his position^ 
Napoleon stiU hoped that he might be able 
I to bring the czar to sue for terms of peace, 
j His plans at this time were undecided. At 
I one time it seemed to be his intention to 
I remain at Moscow through the winter; imd 
I in conformity mth this design, or probably 
with the intention of deceiving the Russians, 

I an intendant and municipal magistracy were 
established for the city; a theatre was erected 
amid the ruins; first-rate actors were sent for 
fi^m Paris; and an Italian singer commenced 
giving entertainments in the Kremlin. At 
another he would propose to his assembled 
officers, that the aimy should at once march 
on St. Petersburg; this idea, however, was 
soon laid aside. A third proposed mea¬ 
sure was to move southward on the fertile 
province of Kalouga, and thence to proceed 
westward to Smolensk, which was their first 
dep6t. This, however, would involve a gene¬ 
ral action with Kutusoff, who occupied a 
favourable position to the south of Moscow* 
The sample which Napoleon had received 
of this genenU's bravery, at the battle of 
Borodino, indisposed him to risk another 
encounter with liim, as, should it be as obsti¬ 
nately contested, and as doubtful in its 
termination, it iivould be but a bad com¬ 
mencement for a retreat, the flanks of which 
would certainly be annoyed, even if the 
Moldavian army did not intercept him in 
the front* There was but one other course 
open to the invaders, and that was to re¬ 
treat. This, as yet, none of his generals 
had the courage to propose to their great 
leader. Besides, the line of retreat must 
lie thi'ougii the countries which had been 
totally wasted and destroyed by the advance 
of the army, and where all the villages had 
been burned and abandoned, either by the 
Prench or the Russians themselves, 

Buonaparte's difficulties still eontinned to 
increase; and it becaine necessary at once 
to decide on what course w^as to be pursued. 
Provisions were becoming so scarce that 
the soldiers had to depend for their rations 
on the supplies which W’ere brought in by 
parties of cavalry who scoured the country 
round, and seized on everything eatable they 
could find. The stock in the neighbour¬ 
hood WBB in a short time all consumed, and 
it became necessary for these foraging parties 
to extend their circle of robbery and pillage 
wider and wider, where they had to contend 
with the enraged peasantry, and bauds of , 


Cossacks fell upon them whenever an oppor¬ 
tunity presented itself. In addition to their 
present sufferings, trie French were haunted 
with the dread of a Russian winter, of whose 
horrors they had heard, but of the true 
nature of which they could as yet form but 
a faint idea. In tire conversations they had 
had with the inhabitants and the prisoners 
they bad taken, the French soldiers were 
told that the winter was at hand; that 
when it did come, within a fortnight their 
nails would drop off from the effects of the 
cold, and tlieir muskets wonid fall from 
their half-dead and frozen fingers; that in 
fact, their graves would be the snows of 
Russia. 

Still Napoleon would . not decide on a 
retreat; still he clung to tlie hope that the 
fall of Moscow would dispose the Russians 
and their emperor to sue for peace; he cal¬ 
culated that the occupation of Moscow, even ; 
ill its deserted state, was a l>low which the | 
nation could not survive. Millions of ! 
money,” he said, ^'have no doubt slipped : 
through our liands in consequence of the ! 
buruing of Moscow; but how many miUions j 
is Russia losing? Her commerce is ruined ' 
for a centiuy to come. The nation is thrown i 
back fifty years; this, of itself^ is an im- ! 
portant result. When the first moment of 
enthusiasm is past, this reflection will fill 
them with consternation.” 

Napoleon still determined to await an 
answer to a communication despatched by 
Lauriston to Kutusoff, which was to be for- | 
waj'ded to the emperor. Lamiston, after | 
much difficulty, obtained an interview with I 
Kutusoff' on the 6tli of October. He opened 
his business with a proposal for an exchange 
of prisoners; this Kutusoff declined; the ( 
shrewd old Russian easily perceived that a 
lack of soldiers was not likely to occur in 
his army, while the ranks of the French 
must every day become thinner. General 
Lauriston then entering on the real business 
of his mission, asked "if this war, which 
had assumed such an unheard-of chai^acter, 
was to last for ever?” declaring at the same 
time that tlie sincere desire of his master, 
the emperor of France, was to terminate 
hostilities between two great and generous 
nations. The llussian general easily per¬ 
ceived that the desire of Napoleon to make 
peace arose £i*om the difficulties of his posi¬ 
tion, and he immediately adopted the course 
which he thought most likely to gain time, 

' which must at once increase the difficulties | 

I of the French, and his own power of availing | 


































A.D. 1812.] 


DUKE OP WELLINGTON. 


[retreat FEOXr MOSCOW, 


hijnself of them. Ha aflected a sincere de¬ 
sire to promote a pacification, but declared 
that the emperor had given him no power 
to receive any proposal of that kind himself, 
or to transmit it to him. He therefore de¬ 
clined to grant to general Lauriston a pass¬ 
port to the presence of Alexander, but 
professed himself ^nlling to send general 
Wolkonsky, an aid-de-camp of the czar, to 
leaj-n his imperial pleasure. Lauriston did 
not object to tliis ai’raTigement. Occupying 
still Ids apartments in the Kremlin, Napo¬ 
leon persisted in awaiting the answer to his 
letter to the czar despatched by Lauriston; 
this answer could not be expected till the 
2 Gth. 

If Buonaparte had any real expecta¬ 
tion of the Russian emperor's agreeing to 
terms of peace, he had indulged in a ground¬ 
less hope. Alexander refused to hear of 
any negotiation, and severely reprimanded 
his general for holding any communication 
with the invaders. The Russian soldiers 
wci'e at the same time made acquainted 
with the news of the success of the British 
ainns in Spain] Frenchmen, like others, it 
was shown, were liable to defeat; and the 
soldiers were called on to emulate the 
courage of the British and patriotism of the 
Spaniards. While the minds of the sol¬ 
diery were thus excited and encouraged, 
Kutusoff put an end to the armistice, and 
took up an offensive position. 

At this time, a scheme is said to have 
been suggested by Darn, one of Napoleon^s 
generals, to turn Moscow into an entrenched 


camp, and occupy it as winter quarters. 
Let them, he said, make themselves as com¬ 
fortable as possible in the city; let every 
eflfort be made to procure food by sweeping 
the neighbouring country ; and to lessen 
the amount of forage required, kill all the 
spare horses, and let them be salted down 
and barrelled. With these preparations they 
would be able to defy the rigoni*s of a Rus¬ 
sian winter, and be able to take the field 
again in spring 1 Napoleon approved of 
what he termed a lion's counsel; but finally 
this plan was abandoned. The fear of what 
might happen in France, from whicii this 
plan would have excluded them for six 
months, weighed heavily with him. "Besides, 
if Napoleon fixed himself at Moscow for the 
winter, not only his line of eommnnication, 
but Lithuania and the Grand Duchy, w^hich 
formed the base of his operations, ran every 
risk of being invaded. On the south-west 
the dubious faith of Austria was all he had 
to trust to, for the purpose of resisting the 
united armies of Tehitchagoff and Tormasolf, 
which might he aagmented to 100,000 men, 
and make themselves masters of Warsaw and 
Wiloa. On the northern extremity of his 
general line of operations, Macdonald and 
St. Oyr might prove unable to resist Witt¬ 
genstein and Steingcl; and he had in his 
rear Prussia, the population of which Napo¬ 
leon justly considered as ready to take arras 
against him at the first favourable oppor¬ 
tunity. The scheme, therefore, for occupy¬ 
ing winter quarters at Moscow was rejected 
as fraught with danger/' 


THE FRE.YCH RETREAT FROM MOSCOW. 


We now come to the saddest chapter which 
is perhaps to be found in the bloody annals 
of war,—the retreat from Moscow. Not 
until a heavy fall of snow had unmistakeably 
reminded tlie French emperor of the climate 
he was braring, did he decide on leaving 
Moscow; but he dared not longer remain 
there; and at length, with feelings of the 
deepest humiliation, but maintaining his 
ordinary bravado and pretension, the order 
to retreat was given. It was issued on the 
IStli of October, thirty-four days after they 
had entered Moscow in triumph, and never 
was a richer burlesque on calamity exhibited 
to the world, than was displayed on this 
occasion. Far distant from their home, 
having before them a two month^s journey 


through rugged roads, and pathless snows, 
and exposed to all tVie horrors of a northern 
winter, though scantily supplied with pro- 
risions and necessaries for such a dismal 
pilgrimage, long files of carriages in three 
or four ranks moved in the sad procession, 
laden with booty; valuables that might be 
desirable in a milder climate and in the 
security of peace, but worse than valueless 
to the traveller in a desert, surrounded hi' 
enemies to whom these treasures belonged. 
Yet these, and the tropliies of war, among 
which must be mentioned the Cross of St. | 
Ivan, were proudly paraded. The resol u- i 
tion of Napoleon was taken to march by the 
Kalouga road, and in his wonted bombastic 
style he thouglit it fitting to exclaim: "Wo 
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he to tliose I meet by the way/^ The army 
left Moscow on the iotli, then consisting of 
100,000 fighting men, while a vast number 
of helpless women and children were among 
the followers of the army* 

On the 22nd, the emperor had reached 
Borowsk, ten leagues from jMoscow, and 
had fixed his quarters there* Here was 
distinctly heard the dreadful explosion of 
the blowing np of the Kremlin, which Na¬ 
poleon had left his rear-gnard to execute* 
The mode of carrying out this mandate was 
a piece of additional barbarity. Aware that 
some of the llnssians who were left behind, 
the offscourings of society, would crowd in to 
plunder the pSace when tne French retreat¬ 
ed, the soldiers attached long slow matches 
to the barrels of gnopowder which were 
stored in tie vaults of the palace, and 
lighted them when the rear of the French 
column inarched out. The French were 
hut at a short distance when the explosion 
took place, which hiid a considerable part of 
the Kremlin in ruins, and destroyed at the 
same time, in mere wantonness, a large 
number of unfortunate beiuga whom curi¬ 
osity or love of plunder had induced to 
enter the palace. 

On the 23rdj a battle was fought at 
Maro-Jaroslavitz, between the advanced por¬ 
tion of the army, under prince Eugene Beau- 
ha rnois, and the whole Hussiau army, under 
Kutusoff. The French were victorious; but 
victory in their then situation brought them 
little cause for rejoicing* The town of 
Maro-Jaroslavitz presented scenes too mourn¬ 
ful to be described* Napoleon is said to 
have heard, without emotion, the doleful 
cries of the wounded, wlio demanded assis¬ 
tance, while he ascribed to Eugene all the 
honour ot that glorious day* Buonaparte 
could no longer disguise to himself the 
appalling fiict, that the situation of his 
army, though triumphant in this battle, 
was becoming desperate; and anxious to 
reach Smolensk without loss of time, he 
made choice of one of the three roads lead¬ 
ing to that city, which passed by aiojaisk* 

On the day succeediug this engagement 
an incident occurred, as he was proceeding 
to reconnoitre, in which Napoleon incurred 
a great risk of his life or freedom. It was 
about daybreak when, as attended by liis 
staff and orderly soldiers, he crossed the 
little plain on the northern side of the 
Louja in order to gain the bridge; the level 
ground was suddenly filled with fugitives, in 
the rear of whom appeared some black 
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masses. At first, the cries they made seemed 
to be those of “ Vive but 

the wild hurrah of the Cossacks, and the 
swiftness of their advance, soon annonneed 
the chiidrp of the desert. It is the Cos¬ 
sacks," said Rapp, seizing the reins of the 
emperoris bridle, '^you must turn back," 
Napoleon refused to retreat, drew his swo!*d, 
as did his attendants, and placed themselves 
on the side of the highway. Rapp's horse 
was wounded, and borne down by one of the 
lancers; but the emperor and suite presen’^ed 
their liberty by standing their ground, while 
the cloud of Cossacks, more intent on plun¬ 
der than prisoners, passed them within arm's 
length, without observing the inestimable 
prey which was within their grasp, and threw 
themselves upon some carriages wliich were 
more attractive. The arrival of the cavalry 
of the guard cleared the plain of this desul¬ 
tory but pertmacioiis enemy; and Napoleon 
proceeded to cross the river, and ascend the 
further bank, for the purpose of reconnoi¬ 
tring* 

On the 28th of October, the array reached 
Mojaisk, leaving a track of ruin and devas¬ 
tation behind them, and fronting a desert 
equally horrible. '^Tlie fields," says La- 
baume, ''tfampled down by thousands of 
horses, seemed as though they had never 
been cultivated. The forests, cleared by the 
long continuance of the troops, partook like¬ 
wise of the general desolation; but most 
horrible were the multitudes of dead bodies 
which, deprived of burial for fifty-two days, 
scarcely retained the human form. As \\ e 
traversed the field of Borodino, my conster¬ 
nation was inexpressible when I found the 
40,000 men ivho hmi perished there yet 
^ji^i^ exposed* The whole plain wm entirely 
covered with them. None of the bodies 
were more than ludf buried. In one place 
were to be seen garments yet red with blood, 
and hones gnawed by clogs and birds of prey; 
in another were broken arms, drums, trum¬ 
pets, and helmets. Continuing oar march 
through the plain, we heard at a distance 
a feeble voice appealing to us for succour* 
Touciied by his plaintive cries, some soldiers 
approached the spot, and, to tlieir astonish¬ 
ment, saw a French soldier stretched on the 
ground, with both his legs broken. 'I was 
wounded,' said he, ^on the day of the great 
battle. I fainted from the agony I endured, ' 
and, on recovering my senses, I found mj- 
self in a desolate place, Tvhere none could 
bear my cries or afford me relief. For two 
months I daily dragged myself to the brink 
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of a rivulet, where I fed on the ^rass and 
roots^ and some morsels of bread which I 
found amouf^ the dead bodies. At night I 
laid myself down under the shelter of some 
dead horses. To-day, seeing you at a dis¬ 
tance, I summoned all ray strength, and 
liappily crawled sufficiently near youi' route 
to make my voice heard / The poor wretch 
%vas placed in a carriage, and carried along 
with the army. 

The weather became piercingly cold, the 
hnrral/^ of the Cossacks who pursued the 
retreating host was more formidable than 
ever, and on the Gtli of November, while 
yet they had some days* march to perform 
I to reach Smolensk, the winter set in. 

I Withering blasts swept the surface of the 
earth, and masses of snow descended to 
furnish a shroud for the soldiers of the 
grand army. Their freezing garments stif¬ 
fened on their bodies, their benumbed limbs 
became powerless, they staggered rather 
than walked, and the thick snow which 
covered the soil soon presented a multitude 
I of tumuli, which served but to indicate so 
‘ many graves. The Cossacks hung on their 
! rear with unfailing courage, the peasants 
I joined them to exterminate the hated in¬ 
truders, and the very dogs of thcr neighbour¬ 
hood joined in the pursuit, to feast on the 
I carcases of the victims to mad ambition, 

I Then tlie useless ai'tillery they had brouglit 
with tliem, tlie trophies wliich they liad 
won, and the treasures which they had 
stolen, were rapidly abandoned, lien and 
horses expired from fatigue. The flesh of 
the horses was all the soldiers had to feed 
on for many days. The animals w^ere torn 
to pieces as soon as they were dead, and 
portions of the meat broiled on coals, or on 
the wood fires whicli were kindled. Warm¬ 
ing themselves by these, if for a moment 
they forgot their woe, when they rose to 
move forward, their frost-bitten limbs were 
powerless, and they preferred falling into 
the hands of the enemy to a further effort 
at continuing then* painful journey. Hun¬ 
dreds, seated by the fires kindled on theii* 
inarch, fell fast asleep to wake no more. 
Tliey had left Moscow from 100,000 to 
120,000 strong; when they had reached 
Viazma on the Wop, not more than 60,000 
capable of standing before an enemy re¬ 
mained* One anecdote of their march will 
show the tendble condition to which the 
unfortunate fugitives were reduced, the 
gates of Smolensk/* says Segur, a mother 
had abandoned her little son, only five years 


old* In spite of his cries and tears, she had 
driven him away from her sledge, which was 
too heavily laden. She herself cried out, 
witli a distracted air, that he had never seen 
France; that he would not regret it: as for 
her^ she knew France, and was resolved to 
see France once more. Twice did Ney 
himself replace the unfortunate child in the 
arms of his mother: twice did she cast him 
off into the frozen snow. This solitary 
crime, amid the many instances of the most 
devoted tenderness, tliey did not leave uii- 
pnnished. ^ The unnatural mother was aban¬ 
doned to the same sdqw from which her 
infant was snatched, and entrusted to an¬ 
other mother. This little orphan was ex¬ 
hibited in their i^anks, and he survived all 
the horrors of the retreat.** 

Napoleon reached Smolensk on the 
9th of November, but instead of gaining 
there, as he expected, a fortnight's pro¬ 
vision for all his army, he found the activity 
of the Eussiaiis had left within his I’each a 
very inadequate supply* Scenes of great 
disorder and fierce contention, attended 
with bloodshed, ensued. Those who soonest 
reached the city, were not disposed to spam 
anything for comrades that might follow* 
They feasted with reckless greediness, and 
many died from repletion, from wastefally 
consuming that which would have saved 
their friends from starving. At Smolensk 
the emperor proceeded to reorganize his 
army. It was now reduced to 40,000 men; 
and 350 cannon had already been left be¬ 
hind ; this force he divided into four corps, 
which weiH3 to leave Smolensk, placing a 
day's interval between each. He himself 
led the van, with 6,000 of his guard, and 
about as many soldiers, the relics of difierent 
corps, amalgamated into battalions as well 
as circumstances would permit. It was not 
till the 14th of Novemher, that all the army 
had reached Smolensk, and on that day 
Napoleon left for Orcha. The rear of the | 
army was brought up by Ney, who had to 
sustain a scries of desperate conflicts on the I 
I'oad* When the rest of the army had , 
reached Orciia he was given up as lost. On 
the irth of November, Ney, last of the I 
invading array, left Smolensk at tlie head ] 
of 7,000 or 8,000 fighting men, leaving be- I 
hind 5,000 sick and wounded to the tender 
mercies of the Russians* They advanced 
witliout much interruption, until they reach¬ 
ed the field of battle of Krasnoi, wliere they 
saw all the relics of a bloody action, and 
heaps of dead, from whose dress and appear- 
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ance they could tell that they had belongefl 
to the French army; but there was no one 
to tell the fate of the survivors. They soon 
arrived at the banks of the Losmina, where 
I they had to encounter the Russian general 
! MiloradoTitchj at the head of a great force. 
A thick mist concealed tlie Russians from 
view^ and Ney's columns were under their 
batteries before they were aware of their 
danger, A single Russian officer appeared^ 
and invited Ney to capitulate. A marshal 
of France never eapitnlates/^ answered the 
heroic generaL The officer retired, and the 
Russian batteries opened at the distance of 
only 250 yards, wliile at the concussion the 
mist arose, and sliowed tlie devoted column 
of French, subjected on every side to a fire 
of artillerj*^, while the hills were black with 
tlie Russian soldiers, placed to support 
tlieir guns. Far from losing heart in their 
perilous situation, the guards forced their 
way through the ravine of the Losmina, 
and rushed with the utmost fuiy on the 
Russian batteries, Tliey were, however, 
charged in their turn by the bayonet, 
and those who had forced their way across 
the ravine suffered dreadfully, and were 
obliged to retrace their steps. Ney, how¬ 
ever, made another attempt to cut his pas¬ 
sage througli the opposing Russians, Again 
the French advanced upon the cannon, los¬ 
ing whole ranks, which were supplied by 
their comrades as fast as they fell. The 
assault was again misuccessful; and Ney, 
seeing that the total destruction of his column 
must ensue if he further persevered in this 
attempt, selected about 4,000 of the best 
men, and separating himself from the rest, 
lie set forth, under the shelter of the night, 
moving to the rear, as if about to fall back on 
Smolensk, This, indeed, was the only road 
open to him, but he did not pursue it long; 
for as soon as he reached a rivulet, which 
had the appearance of being one of the 
feeders of the Dnieper, he adopted it for his 
guide to the banks of that river, whicli he 
reached in safety. Here he found a place 
where the ice was sufficiently strong for his 
soldiers to pass over, one at a time; but 
when the waggons, some of which were 
loaded with sick and wounded, attempted to 
pass, the ice gave way beneath them, and 
they were precipitated into the river. The 
heavy plunge and the stifled moaning told 
their fate. The Cossacks, as usual, speedily 
appeared in the rear, captured some hundreds 
of prisoners, and took possession of the bag¬ 
gage and artillery. 
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On Key's prival on the 20th,Napoleon tes¬ 
tified great joy at liis safety. By the 25tii of 
November, the march being continued under 
increasing difficulties, tlie numbers of the 
grand army were shrunk to about 28,000 
fighting-men, and 40,000 stragglers. Buo¬ 
naparte was reflecting what step it might be 
necessary to take after crossing the Bereayna, 
'when he learnt that the Borizoff bridge, 
300 fathoms in length, and to which he was ] 
directing his anxious steps, with the to%ni j 
from which it takes its name, was lost to 
him; the towm having been captured, and 
Dumbrowski defeated under its walls. The 
Man of Destiny” could not dissemble the 
concern which this intelligence gave him; 
disconsolately looking upwards, while he 
smote the earth with his cane, he was heard 
to exclaim, "Is it then written in the book 
of fate, that we shall commit nothing bat 
errors?” r 

Mindful of the admonitoiy bint he had 
formerly received from Fouche, it had been 
the policy of Napoleon to fornish bnlletins 
couched in terms calculated to keep up the 
spirits of the people of Paris, by sending 
flattering accoimts of the successes achieved I 
by his troops. This task had often been 
somewhat difficult to perform; now there 
was great danger indeed of taking that 
" step" of whicli he often spoke, " from the i 
sublime to the ridiculous.” When a drawn 
battle was to be described, it was easy to 
claim a victory, but when the grand army 
wag no more, still to have chronicled new 
triumphs, would have been, not to wake ad¬ 
miration or sustain hope, jbtit to provoke 
laughter. When the twenty-ninth bulletin 
was to appear, he found it necegsary to 
make some important admissions, and here 
we accordingly read, "the cold which began 
on the 7th suddenly increased, and on the 
14thj 15th, and 16th, the thermometer was 
sixteen and eighteen degrees below the 
freezing point. The roads were covered 
with ice, the cavalry, aitillery, and baggage , 
horses perished every night, not only by ' 
hundreds but by tlionsands, particularly the 
German and French horses. In a few days 
more than 30,000 horses perished; our cav*- 
alry were on foot, our artillery and our bag- | 
gage were without conveyance* It was 
necessary to abandon and destroy a good 
part of our cannon, ammunition, and pro¬ 
visions." It was now admitted that a pur- i 
suing enemy inflicted on them great Joss. 

Ot the Cossacks it was said, “ This con¬ 
temptible cavalry, which only makes a noise, 
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renclererl tliemselves formidable by favour of 
eircumstances/^ More need not liave been 
told. If a force %rhicli could only make a 
noisebad become formidable/^ what 
must have been the state of that well-disci¬ 
plined army to which a noise only was 


formidable ! The nnwillin^ admissions wlucli 
were thus drawn from Napoleon^ told to all 
Europe very distinctly the dreadful state 
of his soldiers,-^ It was not unaptly called 
" the last dying speech and coufessiou of 
the grand army/' 


PASSAGE OF TUB BEliEZTJTA, AND TOTAL RUIN OF THE GRAND ARMY. 


Napoleox^s situation at this moment was 
little to be envied. Attachment melts rapidly 
before misfortune, and those who had idol¬ 
ized him in the moment of victory, pointed 
to him mth contempt when they saw him 
retreating with sliaine and disorder before 
a vindictive enemy. In this miserable pro¬ 
gress, for some time lie rode in liis carriage. 
The soldiers, wLo had been devoted to him, 
insisted that he should leave it, and share 
their fatigue. He was wrapped up in a 
cloak. They demanded that it should be 
thrown aside, and the mandate was from 
necessity obeyed. Trifles could now agi¬ 
tate him. Stretched on a couch, while he 
seemed to sleep, Diiroc and Darou sitting 
near him, conversed on the difficulties 
which surrounded them, when the expres¬ 
sion, state prisoner,having fallen from 
one of them, Napoleon instantly started 
How/^ said he, can you for a mo¬ 
ment suppose they would dare?” The reply 
of Darou was not very consoling: it told 
the emperor that state policy might induce 
the Russians, should he fall into their hands, 
to immm^e Mm as their captive. For his omi 
part, he was anxious that Napoleon should 
reach Fnince through the air, if the earth 
offered him no passage tliither,'^^ Buona¬ 
parte seemed sadly to ruminate on the con¬ 
dition in which he was Likely to bo placed, 
and ordered the reports of his ministers to 
be burnt. He admitted their condition was 
most lamentable, and tracing the course of 
the Berezyna on a map, was rejHJatedly heard 
to murmur, Charles XII,—Pultawa lie 
Btiw his own fate shadowed in the melan¬ 
choly ter mi nation of the Swedisli conquerors 
career. The grand army, says Labaume, 
had, in fact, now reached the very spot 
where Charles XII, crossed the Berezyna, 
June 25th, 1708, on his way to Moscow, 
and the French writer proceeds, "'What a 
frightful picture did this multitude of men 
present, overwhelmed by misfortunes of 
evciy kind, and hemmed in by a morass ^ 
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that veiy multitude which, two months be¬ 
fore, had CKultingly spread itself over the 
surface of a vast empire! Our soldiers 
pale, emaciated, dying with hunger and 
cold, having nothing to defend them from 
the inclemency of the season, but tattered 
pelisses, sheep skins half-burnt, and utter¬ 
ing the most mournful lamentation, crowded 
the whole length of this unfortunate bank, 
Germans, Polanders, Italians, Spaniards, 
Croats, Portuguese, and French, were all 
mingled, quarrelling with each other, in their 
different languages, while the officers, even 
the generals, wrapped in pelisses covei'ed 
with dirt and filth, were confounded with 
the soldiers, abusing those ^vho insulted 
them, or braved their authority,” Two 
wooden bridges having been hastily con¬ 
structed, the troops began to pass over on 
the 27th, and among them was Buonaparte 
himself, with a division of 6,000 strong- No 
language can adequately describe tlie horrors 
now accumulated, The two bridges were 
intended, one Ibr the carriages, and the 
other for the foot soldiers; but the crowd 
was so great, that the approaclies to them 
became choked up; and about eight o^clock 
in the morning of the 28th, the bridge ap¬ 
propriated to the cavalrvi baggage, and 
artillery, gave way, A frightful struggle 
ensued among the desperate unfortunates 
who strove to reach the only remaining 
bridge. The cavalry became at last so 
exasperated by the resistance opposed to 
them, that they adopted the murderous re¬ 
solution of cutting their way through the 
crowd. The Russian armies had come up 
before daylight. Their fire was iucessant, 
the slaughter enormons, and one whole diW- 
si on was forced to surrender. The multitude 
was still urged forward, amidst a shower of 
cannon-balls. Jiany perished by the hands of 
their comrades, and the passage to the bridge 
was so obstructed by the remains of men 
and horses, that it was necessary to climb 
over mountains of dead bodies, to get to the 
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river side. “ Some buried in these horrible 
heaps still breatbed^ and strnggbng with 
the agonies of death, caught hold of those 
who mounted over them, 'but the latter 
kicked them with violence to disengage 
themselves." The scene became eveiy mo¬ 
ment more lionible. Many hundreds were 
seen striving in the water against masses 
of ice, while the snow descended in ixuTnense 
flakes. Screams, groans, and curses filled 
the air, the roar of the enemy^s ariillery 
continued through the whole night to add 
to the fearful tumult. Another morning 
dawned, yet thousands were still waiting to 
cross the bridge, but the liussiaus were now 
so close that it was thought necessaiy to 
bum the bridge, for the security of those 
who had already passed the river. Crossing 
the Beresjyna, it is said, inflicted on the 
invadei’s a loss of upwards of 30,000 men. 

^ Pursued by the exulting Russians, the 
disorganized fugitives continued their flight, 
suffering every imaginable privation, and 
encountering every variety of misery. At 
Smorgonij Bonaparte determined to quit the 
ai'my and proceed to Paris. Three sledges 
were provided; one was to carry him and 
Caulincourt (duke of A^icenza), who, on their 
journey, was to assume the title of emperor. 
Calling his officei^ togetlier, he announced 
to them that Murat, in liis absence, was to 
command the array as generalissimo. He 
tried to encourage those about him by confi¬ 
dently announcing that he had ordered Ney 
to 'Wilna, who would reorganize the ai'my, 
ami strike such a blow as would effectualiy 
check the Russsians. He then departed, 
endeavouring to dissemble tJie dire appre¬ 
hension that came over him, but which 
showed itself in peevish answers and impa¬ 
tient gestures. He narrowly escaped being 
captured at Youpraiioui, but reached War¬ 
saw on the 10th of December. 

After his departure, the sufferings of the 
array, which was now reduced to a very 
select body, continued to be dreadful in the 
extreme. The weather was intensely cold, 
and, says Segur, “the diiU and monotonous 
sound of our steps, the cracking of snow, 
and the feeble groans of the dying, were the 
only interruption to the vast and doleful 
silence. Such of our soldiers as had hitherto 
been the most persevering here lost heart 
entirely. A\Tienever they stopped for a 
moment, from exhaustion, the winter laying 


* Sir Walter Scott gives the numbers, on the au¬ 
thority of Boiitovirlin, as follows —Slain in battle, 
125,000; died from fatigue, hunger, and the severity 
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Ids heavy and icy liand upon them, was 
ready to seize upon his prey. In vain did 
these poor unfortunates, feeling themselves 
benumbed, and already deprived of speech 
and plimged into a stupor, proceed a few 
steps, like automatons; their blood freezing 
in their veins, like water in the currents of 
rivulets, congealed their hearts, and then 
flew back to their heads: these dying men 
sf®-^§^red as if they had been intoxicated. 
From their eyes, which were reddened and 
inflamed by the continual aspect of snow, by 
the want of sleep and the smoke of the 
bivouac, there flowed real tears of blood. 
They were not long Ijefore they fell upon 
their knees, and then upon their hands; 
their heads still wavered for a few minutes, 
to the right and left; from their open moutb.s 
some agonizing soiuids escaped; at last they 
fell upon the snow, whicli they reddened 
with livid blood, ancl their sufferings were at 
an end. Their comrades passed on without 
moving a step ont of their way, for fear of 
prolonging their journeyThe remnant of 
the grand army reached Wihia on the 9t!i 
of December. Though joined by 25,000 
recruits, after the passage of the Berezyna, 
no more than 40,000 could be numbered at 
Wilua. Their distress did not terminate 
even there. No preparation had been made 
for their reception, and no regular rations 
being supplied, a new scene of contention 
and plunder was witnessed, and many 
perished in the streets before food could ho 
obtamed. From Wiliia the French marched 
to Kowno, the last town on the Russian 
frontier; and on the 13th of December they 
re^erossed the Niemen. Of 400,000 men 
that were computed to Iiave entered Russia 
on this memorableexpedition, not more than 
25,000 returned; and these were debilitated 
by tbeir sufferings, and, in every respect, in | 
a most deplorable pbgbt.=^ They plunged 
into the forests of Rnssiau-Polaud, and 
sought their several homes, still chased by 
the untiring Cossacks, and few indeed were 
they wlio reached France in safety and ia 
health. It has been calculated that during 
the invasion and the defence of Russia six 
Imndrcd and fifty thousand lives were sacri¬ 
ficed ! Many thousands of Russians perished 
ol)scurely, attempting to repel the enemy 
from their habitations; and ranltitudes were 
lost from fatigue, lurager, and tlie destruc¬ 
tion of their towns and cities. In this sketch 


of the climate, 132,000; prisoners, comprehend mg 
48 generals ^jOOO officers, and 190,000 men, 
193,000.—Total laO.OOO. 










































. . . . ~ ■ ——- 

I ^ 

1812.] DUKE OF WELLINGTON, [cuaracteb of napdleox. 


the reader Las been spared many scones of 
appalling horror. Some apocryphal narra¬ 
tives preserved by LabaumOj though very 
interesting^ have been purposely omitted. 

, Enough has been retained to indicate the 
devastation and ruin Napoleon spread around 
him as he advanced, the terrifying slaughter 
and desolation which marked his triumph, 

; and the awful retaliation which signalized 
( liis retj*eat. France long continued to ido- 
^ lize him as a conquerori but what chief could 
be named from her annals who ever brought 
upon her such fearfulhumiliation, such com- 
I pletc prostmtion, aucli miserable defeat! 

; Thus ended tlie celebrated French inva- 
j sioii of llussiaj which was imdertaken for no 
ivise or intelligible purpose, and with no 
I prudent foresight or sagacious caiculatioii, 
but merely from the morbid restlessness, 

! unbounded ambition, and overweening self- 
I confidence of a militaiT adventurer, wbo 
aspired to the acquisition of universal mon- 
) archy. The hero-worshippers of Buonaparte 
I ascribe the entire of the failure of this cam- 
I paign to the frost, the snow, and the fire: 
but surely frost and snow in such a high 
northern latitude were not to be unlooked 
for in the months of November and Decem¬ 
ber, Nor was it au unlikely thing to occur 
that the Ilussian people, against whom a 
most unjustifiable war of aggression was 
being carried on, should resori to every 
means they could to oppose the invadel’s of 
their country. But fr^om the Egyptian ex¬ 
pedition do^vnwards, blind rashness and iu- 
considerate daring had been a principal 
fe^iture in NapoJeon^s character; and though 
he escaped punishment nineteen times; still, 
upon Jiis own tlieory of the doctrine of 
cijances, it was only the more natural to look 
I for it the twentieth time. He himself has 
left on record a graphic picture of the capa¬ 
bility of Russia to repel foreign aggression, 

I which goes far to prove the foolhardiness 
I of the prpject. 

I “ Backed/^ said he, " by the eternal ices 
I of the pole, which must for ever render it 
I unassailable in rear or Hank, it can only be 
I attacked even on its vuhierable front duiing 
I three or four months in the year, wLile it 
I fias the whole twelve to render available 
^ against us. It offers to an invader nothing 
but the rigours, sufferings, and privations of 
a desert soil, of a nature half dead and frozen, 
while its inhabitants will ever precipitate 
themselves with transport towards the deli¬ 
cious climates of the south. To these phy- , 
sical advantages, we must join an immense 


population, brave, hardy, devoted, passive; 
aud vast nomad tribes, to whom destitution 
is habitual, and wandering is nature. One 
cannot avoid shuddering at the thonght of 
such a mass, unassailable alike on the flanks 
and rear, which can at any time with im¬ 
punity inundate you; while, if defeated, it 
has only to retire into the midst of its snows 
and ices, where pursuit is impossible, and 
reparation of loss easy. It is the Antieus 
of the fable, which cannot be overcome but 
by semng it by the middle, and stifling it 
in the arras ; but where is the Hercules to 
be found who will attempt such an enter¬ 
prise ? We could alone attempt it, and the 
world knows wliat success w-e have had. 
Show me an emperor of llussia, brave, able, | 
and impetuous: in a word, a czar who h ' 
worthy of his situation, and Europe is at his | 
feet. He may begin his operations at the 
distance only of 100 leagues from the two 
capitals of Vienna and Berlin, the sovereigns 
of which are the only obstacles he has to ^ 
apprehend. He gains the one by seduction, 
subdues the other by force, and he is soon 
in the midst of the lesser princes of Ger¬ 
many, most of whom ai'e his relations or 
dependents, A few words on liberation and I 
independence will set Italy on fire. As- ' 
suredly, in such a situation, I should arrive 
at Calais by fixed stages, and be the arbiter 
of Europe/^=^ 

It is astonishing, that after the committal 
of such a grievous error as the Russian cam¬ 
paign, that Napoleon slionld, for so long a ‘ 
period, have retained tlie reputation of a 
great uiilitaiy genius. Genius he certainly 
possessed; and great genius of a certain 
volcanic and purely physical kind; but more 
extraordinary than his genius unquestion¬ 
ably was Ilia good fortune, in that his early 
adversaries were feeble and divided; and 
that the ])opular enthusiasm, whatever there 
was worthy of the name at that time, was all 
on the side of a despot. We cannot close , 
this chapter more appropriately than by giv¬ 
ing colonel Maxwells summaiy of the mili- 
tmy character of Napoleon. 

The world at large are easily dazzled by i 
military success; and the splendid triumphs 
of Napolcoii^s early campaigns, his long, 
unbroken career of victory, seemed almost 
to justify the multitude, who judge only . 
from results, in ascribing to him the highest 
order of mihtaiy talents. When reverses 
came in their turn, opinion ivas already 
formed in his favour; and the world are 
* Napoleon, in Lm Cktses. 
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slow to change an opinion^ however extrava¬ 
gant, when once established: men do not 
like to avow that they have been mistaken; 

, and though ready to judge by I'esults when 
I these tell in favour of their views, are not 
easily made to strike an impartial balance 
when results tell both ways. Had it been 
otherwise, Moscow and Leipzig must have 
been weighed against Lodi and Marengo; 

I Laon and Waterloo against Austerlitz and 
Jena; a process which would ^leave the 
I grand result in yon lone isle/ to show the 
' just finale of the inquiry. The Mstoriau 
is not, however, allowed to judge by results 
Jiloue, for in aU ages very ordinary com¬ 
manders have gained battles; and though it 
w^ould be idle to estimate the skill of com¬ 
manders by any pedantic rules of martinet 
tacticians, or fine and compass strategists, 
there ai'c plain and intelligible principles, 
according to which all who are aeqaainted 
with liistory can form a fair estimate of the 
talents displayed by those who have been 
long at the head of armies, A great com¬ 
mander will effiect great things with com¬ 
paratively small means, and will condnet 
operations, and achieve victory, with the 
least possible loss and suffering to the troops 
under his orders. Such a comniander will 
know, like Hannibal, how to strike after 
enticing his adversaries into the fatal defiles 
of Thrasymene; but like the ginat Cartha¬ 
ginian, will also know how to extricate an 
army from peril, and foil aa enemy antici¬ 
pating certam triumph on the Casilian 
liills. And, from an absolute sovereign, 
possessing p’eat militaiy genius, some im¬ 
provement in the science of tactics, the very 
foundation of the whole science of ivar, will 
surely be expected. But in the history of, 
Napoleon %ve find none of these proofs of 
military skill, and only find victories gained 
and conquests achieved by fully adequate 
means* The revolution had unshackled all 
the energies of the country, already the 
most powerful on the continent, and placed 
the lives and properties of the people com¬ 
pletely at the disposal of government. The 
conscription sent the best men of France by 
myriads into the ranks of the aji'iny; rapid 
promotion, and the enthusiasm of fancied 
freedom, animated the first repnhlicaii sol¬ 
diers; and at a later }jeriod, crowns, wealth, 
domains, principalities, the spoils of con¬ 
quered provinces, rewarded the victors, and I 
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became incitements to daring deeds by the 
aid of revolutionxiry power* Robespierre 
and hia Committee of Public Safety sent 
according to Capefigue, fourteen amiics into 
the field; and from 1811 to 1813, Napoleon 
levied more than 1,100,000 conscripts in 
France alone, independently of those raised I 
for his service in Itdy and in the states of 
the Bhenish confederation! and ail this at 
a period when civilization had long acted 
the pioneer in Europe, made roads, and ex¬ 
tended cultivation, and tlms facilitated the 
movements of large armies to an extent 
never known in earlier times* And what 
could the old established continental gov¬ 
ernments, fettered as the most despotic 
were by the laws wliich protected persons 
and property, oppose to this tremendous 
force? inferior armies of well-powdered j 
and well-buttoned soldiers, taken mostly | 
from the refuse of the German population, | 
iniled by a cruel and degrading system of | 
discipliue; three-halfpence a day," without ) 
the slightest prospect of ever improving ^ 
their condition, being their brightest incen¬ 
tive to meet wounds, death, and mutilation. 
That these men fought so bravely, as they 
certainly did ou many occasions, could result 
solely from the natural bravery of the people; 
but sueli exertions required to be encour¬ 
aged, and they were not* In Austria, the 
mass of the subaltern officers were not even 
eligible to the command of companies; and ! 
the higher ranks of the army were fi^Ued ex- ' 
clusively by members of the higher orders ' 
of the aristocracy* When, however, the 
uecessity of self-defence obliged the other i 
states of Europe to introduce the French I 
conscription, and make Europe one vast drill- 
ground, though without the power of plun¬ 
dering provinces, and giving French reward, 
there w^as a speedy termination to the bril- ( 
liaut lustre of French victories* The advan- 
tages gained by Napoleon at Wagrani, | 
Smolensk, and Borodino, were in no pro¬ 
portion to the superiority of his forces; and 
of Lutzeu and Bautzen, Clausewitz tells us 
that there was not a man present who did 
not feel confident that with equal numbers 
the allies would have been victorious* Of 
the disasters which followed in rapid sue- | ' 
cession, it is needless to speak; for military I 
annals tarnish zio parallel to the retreat 
tVom Moscow, the rout of the bridge of 
Leipzig, and the Right from Waterloo.” ! ^ 
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BDOyAPAKTE EETimNS TO PAHrS—CONFEDERATION OF RUSSIA AND PRUSSIA 
Aftisr ; Buoiiaparte liacl left the poor re-I by many politicians^ irho Tfere stipposad to 


*3iaiii3 f»f the grand army, lie lost no time in 
makini- liis way to Paris. He ran some 
risk of being arrested in Silesia, but, as he 
aftenrards said, the Prussians lost the 
opportunity of securing him, by debating 
wbetlier he onglit to be arrested or not. It 
is, however, by no means certain, that the 
Frisian monarch ever thought of thus 
dealing with his former conqueror, and pre¬ 
sent ally, Buonaparte found himself at 
Dresden on tlie I tth of where he 

had a long conferencr with the kiAg of 
SjiAony, who stilJ adnered to him, being 
indeed too deeply emitted with the allies, 
to have anything ^ j hope for fiom them, if 
they should ulU.nateIy triumph. Their in¬ 
terview took p^ace at the hotel where Buo- 
.Tiaparte alighted, and the royal Saxon visited 
^him incoj^mio, Napoleon reached Paris on 
the evening of the 18th, two days after that 
cit}' had been thrown into a state of despon¬ 
dency, by the publication of the twenty- 
ninth bulletin* It was late when he ap¬ 
proached the TuiUeriea, and bis appearance 
was so altered, or he was still so well dis¬ 
guised, that he found some difficulty in 
gaining an entrance* The empress" had 
retired to her private apartment, when two 
figures, muffled in furs, entered the ante¬ 
room, and one of them directed his course 
to the door of the empress' sleeping-cham¬ 
ber* The lady-in-waiting hastened to throw^ 
herself betwixt the intruder and the entrance, 
but recognising the emperor, she shrieked 
aloud, and alai^med Afaria Louisa, who 
entered the ante-room. Their meeting was 
exti*emely aflectioiiate,"* On the following 
morning, all Paris resounded with the news 
of his sudden appeai^ance, and whateyer the 
feeling, tlie general appearance of Paiis was 
greatly improved. If the French people 
were still disconsolate, they assumed an air 
of gladness, as if the escape of the emperor 
consoled them for the loss of their army. 
He immediately convoked the council of 
state* He spoke of the misfortunes wliich 
had befallen the army, but aceouiited for 
all the disasters which had occurred, by the 
severity of the winter* He spoke of that, 
as an evil which wisdom could not foresee, 
ot prudence guard against, and this view of 
the subject was adopted, and promulgated 
• Sir Walter Scott, 


have been well informed, though the truth 
is, tlie winter had set in later than usual; 
and certainly during his advance, wlien his 
bulletins compared his march on Moscow, 
to a lioliday excursion to Pontninbleau, he 
was warned in some of the English journals 
that before the close of the year, he would 
be likely to find it the most disagreeable 
excursion that ever thoughtless Prencliman 
had ventured to undertake. The senate 
and the legislative body appeared as loyal, 
as obsequious as ever, but he learnt with 
some vexation, that during his absence, an 
insurrectionary attempt had been made, 
in which a general Malet was the chief in¬ 
stigator, which had caused some confusion. 

Intelligence of this had reached Buona¬ 
parte on the 6th of November, and had 
hastened his return to the French capital. 
That so many should have been executed, 
startled him, and he declared it to be a 
massacre, and was afraid it would make a 
bad impression on the people of Paris* He 
ascertained that the Parisians had taken 
little interest in the business, and he there¬ 
fore hesitated not to sound the praises of 
the judges, who had acted in defence of the 
throiic and the laws. 

He lost no time in calling for new levies, 
remarking, that if he were not enabled to 
meet the Itussians on German ground, the 
sacred frontier of France would be passed 
by the armies of all Europe* Properly su]>- 
ported, ho doubted not it would be his, to 
give a good account of his enemies, while 
yet their armies were at a distance, and 
to make known his perfect dirinterestedness, 
he told them, he could do better without 
the French, than the Frencli could do ivith- 
out him. The appeal seemed to be answered 
with eagerness and loyal alacrity. The new 
conscriptions were enforced with the utmost 
rigour* The _ 100,000 youths of the first 
band of national guards, who had been 
placed in frontier garrisons under the de¬ 
claration that they were never, on any occa¬ 
sion, to march out of France, were con¬ 
verted into soldiers of the line* Ti^oops 
were recalled from Spain, sailoi*s were taken 
from the fleets, and formed into regiments; 
ani every possible exertion was made to 
raise a mighty host, that would enable him, I 
in a new campaign, to accomplish all that 

341 











































pitossTAN BEFJSCTioxO LIFE AND CAMPAIGNS OF THE [a.b, 1812, 


he liad failed to realise in the last. Early 

in the year 1813^ such stupenduous exer¬ 
tions had been witnesserh that an army com¬ 
prehending between 700,000 and 800,000 
men, was prepiu^ed to march at Napoleon^'a 
command. The remounting of the cavaliy 
was a matter of great difficulty, but horses 
"were purchased or procured in every direc¬ 
tion j and Napoleon promised the le^slative 
representatives that he would retrieve all, 
provided the sum of 300,000,000 of francs, 
were forthcoming, which were wanted to re¬ 
pair the losses occasioned by the Russiaii 
campaign. He contemplated levying ] 0,000 
youths of the higher ranks, who had formerly 
been exempted from the levies, or had found 
substitutes. They were to be formed into 
four regiments of guards of honour, who 
were to be treated like the troops of the 
royal household under the old r4gime. This 
scheme was opposed by the jealousy of the 
imperial guard, who conceived the privi¬ 
leges of siicb a corps might interfere mth 
theirs. Without this aid, however, he found 
himself at the head of an army, numerous 
enough to render Ms will law, wherever it 
moved; but still it was not equal to that 
which he led forth in the preceding year, to 
perish in liussia, and in Poland. The 
cavalry was far from being like what he 
once imssessed; and Murat, the most dis¬ 
tinguished cavaby general, refused to quit 
his kingdom to place himself at its head. 
Murat, however, %vas a weak, vain, wavering 
man, and very much under the influence of 
his wife, who now united with Ney and 
Fouche to bring him back to his old com¬ 
rades, and eventually prevaded upon him to 
repair to Germany. He w^ent with reluc¬ 
tance, and such is believed to iiave been the 
case with many of the generals who followed 
Napoleon in this campaign. It is in some] 
degree thus accounted for; they had gained * 
wealth and honours in former days. The 
contest, in wMch Buonaparte was at present 
engaged, seemed to them unnecessary, its 
result very doubtful, and as they were now 
approaching the sere and yellow leaf/^ 
they repined at being called from those 
enjoyments, which they had thought re¬ 
served for their dechuing years, again to 
endure the privations, and brave the dan¬ 
gers of war/ Not only was there a spirit 
of discontent thus kindled, but there was 
positive cUsaflection to his cause, and to his 
person, and when Bernadotte bee mug a 
member of the coalition, he w^aa enabled to 
place in tlie hands of the emperor of llussia 
3f2 


a comprehensive list of officers who n^ere 
disposed to betray thefr trust. GBoerals 
Mas sen a and Auger can, and other , gi'catly 
distinguished captains, were of the number. 

The commanders who were noiv disposed 
to forsalve Napoleon, were but the repre- 
sentathfes of his allies, former supporters, 
and flatterers. 'The successful stand made 
against him in Spain, and the terrible Bus- 
sian catastroplie, gave evidence to all the 
world that hia fortunes were on the dedine, 
and prudence whispered that the time had 
arrived when those who had marched irith 
him, might safely declare against liim. The 
Russians did not think it necessary to wait 
tin the French cmqeror might prepare for a 
second invasion, bii^Vadvanced into Prussia. 
Tlioiigh tlie monare.y of that nation h^d 
appeared with an army 'ja support of Buona- 
parte^s views, Alexandci was well assured 
that he was never sineerLty well-disposed 
towards the conqueror who b\d been such a 
scourge to him imd liis people.' . 

It was not to be expected thatli^HYing seen 
his dominions overrun by the Freuen as 
cuoraies, that Frederick William would now, 
if it could be avoided, submit to their being 
ravaged anew by the Biissians, because lie 
ivas the ally of France. General D'Fordc, 
a Prussian general, on the 30th of December 
concluded an armistice with tlie Russian 
general Dichietseh, under which the Prussian 
troops were to be cantoned in their own 
country, and to be considered neutral for 
two mouths. DA'^orck then wrote to Mac¬ 
donald to announce his secession from the 


I' 


French army, at the same time declaring ' 
that whatever opinion the world might form 
of bis conduct, it was dictated by a sense 
of duty to his troops and to his country. 
The conduct of the general was at first de¬ 
nounced by the king, but eventually ap¬ 
proved. It is due to general B^Yorck to 
say that he acted honourably towards his I 
late comrades. Had he been disposed to I 
do otherwise, he might have turned his 
arms against them, at a moiiieut when, in 
their confusion and distress, they could have i 
otiered no effectual resistance- Many of liis | 
officers wished him to take this course, but 
he resisted all their representations, and did 
not withdraw from Macdonald till he was 
comparatively in safety. 

To the king of Prussia it was apparent 
that at this moment he might regaiu much, 
or all the territory of wffiich he had been 
despoiled, and this chance neglected, it was 
hardly within the range of things possible ^ 
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that so fovoiioble an opportunity could ever 
a^aiu occur. With that imprcssioUj on the 
32iid of January, 1813, he suddenly quitted 
Berlin, and proceeded to Breslau, where, no 
longer encompassed by tlie French Tnilitary, 
^ he eoukl more fi'cely correspond with the 
- 1 Russians and their emperor. He then pub¬ 
lished an address to his people, and called 
hi^s armies together. The outrages commit¬ 
ted by the French in the hour of victory had 
united all classes of the Prussian community 
in hostility to Buonaparte, All panted with 
eagerness to avenge the wrongs they had 
sufiered. What foUmved may be easily an¬ 
ticipated, A treaty of alliance, offensive and 
defensive, w^as concluded with Russia early 
ill Mai'ch; and on the 15 th of that month 
the emperor Alexander arrived at Breslau, 
The two sovereigns conferred personally, and 
renewed their former friendship. The king 
of Prussia is described to have been so 
affected at tbeir meeting that he could not 
refrain from tears, Alexander soothed him 
by encoui'aging hope for the future. Cour¬ 
age, my brother said he, these are the 
last tears Napoleon shall cause you to shed.” 
On the 16th of March, the king of Pnissia 
declared war against France, atid a statement 
was laid before tlie world of the many in¬ 
juries, of the countless indignities, which 
Prussia had borne- It set forth, that while 
professing to recognise her independence, 
IVance had made Prussia her subject and 
her slave. Hence it became necessary for 
Prussia to shake off the fetters which violence 
bad imposed, and take counsel of herself in 
order to raise anew and support her exist¬ 
ence as a nation. In the love and courage 
of his people the king sought for means to 
extricate himsclij and to restore to his mon- 
archy the independence which was essential 
to the future prosperity of his kingdom. 

A noble proclamation was put forth by 
the Russian general Wittgenstein, calling 
Oil Saxony to take part in the struggle 
against the common oppressor. It declared 
that the emperor Alexander came not as an 
enemy, but as a friend, to liberate Germany 
from a foreign and degrading yoke. It des¬ 
cribed the Saxon people to be forsaken by 
their king, who still adhered to the French, 
and wlio might, in fact, be considered their 
prisoner. It demanded, could Saxony ever 
be prosperous or independent while her soil 
;was polluted by the presence of a single 
Frenchman? Did they recollect what was 
the condition of their country before the 
French entered it ? How peaceful it was !— 


how flourishing, how happy ? Did they wit¬ 
ness the state to wliich it Lad been reduced, 
and not wish to restore it to wliat it was 
formerly seen ? Was every spark of liberty 
and patriotism extinguished in their bosoms ? 
He trusted not; but if they remained inac¬ 
tive, or the partisans of France, they were 
no longer Germans, nor irould lie treat them 
as such. The proclamation proceeded; — 

“ Whoever is not for liberty is against her. 
Therefore, choose: accept my fraternal offer 
of aid, or meet my sword. Join me to 
restore your king, and you shall have a free 
king, and be free Saxons, Up! up! and 
arm yourselves! were it even only with 
sickles, scythes, and cudgels: drive the 
strangers from your soil. You shall always 
find nio and mj Russians, with the valiant 
Prussians, wherever danger is most promi¬ 
nent- Already has the vengeance of God 
been manifested against the insolent. Be¬ 
lieve me we shall conquer. The long for¬ 
bearance of God is exhausted. We shall 
conquer! I apeak not this in the spirit of 
idle boasting, but in reliance on God and on 
YOU- and in the just and sacred cause wliich 
is oiu^.” 

The consequences of the ill-judged and 
rash campaign in Russia were now begiuning 
to develop themselves. The German rroPLE 
in their might were aroused, and determined 
to resist the grinding exactions of the tyrant 
of Europe; it was w^ritten in hcaven^'^ that 
pride should have a fall. 

At this period, however, gloomy as liis ! 
prospects were, Napoleon appeared full of 
hope and confidence. The declaration of 
Prussia (March the 16th,) could not but 
give him serious concern, but he received it 
with an air of calmness, merely remaiking, 
that it was better to have an open enemy 
than a doubtful hlly. The legislative body 
continued to flatter him, and even thanked 
him for the sacrifices he called upon them 
to make for his dynasty, while they pro¬ 
mised him every aid that he might require, 
He replied in a comprnnentary strain, and 
told them that Providence and the will of 
the nation had called upon him to consti¬ 
tute the great French empire, aud in a few 
years more the mighty task would be com¬ 
plete, The prosperity of France was the 
sole object he had in view; he aimed at 
snatching her for ever from English dicta¬ 
tion. The world would behold with admira¬ 
tion and wonder the tranquillity with which 
late reverses had been sustained, and the 
speed with which they had been repaired, 
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Thence they would be taught the important 
lesson, how capable the French were of 
defending their own territory; and the in- 
dependence of hb crown. He was about 
to place himself at the head of his ai'mies, 
to meet and confound his enemies. In no 
case would he suffer the integrity of the 
Prenck empire to be called in question, or 
abandon any of his conquesta. Finally, he 
promised those he addressed, when the cares 
of war would allow it, to recall them to 
Paris, with the notables of the empire, to 
assist at the coronation of Maria Louisa, 
and that of the king of Rome, 

Prussia %vas now committed to a new 
struggle, and soon made efforts to which 
Eonaparte flattered himself his policy had 
rendered her unequal. He had bound her 
down not to maintain a militia of more than 
25,000 men on foot; but this nmnber had, 
in effect, been doubled by the Prussian 
government, as, though only that number 
.were exercised in the courae of a year, two 
calls were made, and the individuals forming 
that force were cliangcd in the coui’sc of 
twelve months. By this expedient, disci¬ 
pline was largely diffused, and the youth of 
Prussia, exasperated by the wrongs their 
connexioiis and their country liad sustained 
from the French while victorious, were im¬ 
patient to seek glory and vengeimce on the 
field of battle. All classes came forward to 
swell the ranks of Frederick WilUani^s army. 
The Prussian nobles and burgesses iaigely 
taxed themselves to sustain the cause, w’Uile 
the ladies resigned their diamouds unci 
gold ornaments, substituting for those they 
liaci been accustomed to ^vcai*, chains and 
bracelets beautifully wTought out of iron, 
proud of mtroduciug such a fashion as a 
measure of hostility against France, The 
students formed themselves into battalions 
and squadrons; some took arms as t/lack- 
bamkf while others assumed the weapons and 1 
dress of the Cossacks. They were admir¬ 
al) ly disciplined ou a new system, devised by 
the celebrated Scharnhorst; aud in a few 
weeks vast armies were on foot, and a leader 
worthy to lead the patriots who thus rose to 
vindicate their country^a fame was found in 
the veteran Jilucher. This distinguished 
commander was not eminently scientitic. 
Scharnhorat and Gneianau attended to such 


matters in connection witli the present 
movemfint, but in courage and deteimina,. 
tion he was second to no general pf his age, 
Superior to misfortune, ii‘ vanquished one 
day he was ready to take the field on 
next; and wlieo, after the disaster at Jeift 
he saw' his country prostrate at the feet of 
Buonnparte, in the spirit of prophetic hope, 
he stUi disdained to abandon her cause In 
despair, 

Tlie Hussian eibperor had been active to 
recruit his armies, and to follow up the suc¬ 
cesses of tlie last campaign. In the dead of 
winter he passed from St. Petersburg to ' 
Wilna, There hia victorious army and his 

clouds of Cossacks/' as Buonaparte called 
them, received him with shouts of congratu¬ 
lation. Not long did he aUow his troops ,to 
repose. His army advanced in two divisions, 
one taking the dircctiou of Warsaw, the 
other of Konigsburg, Ou reaching Poland, 
the excesses which the French had commit¬ 
ted caused Alexander to be welcomed asJja 
doliverer, Coiitinuiug his advance, he con¬ 
ferred with the king of Prussia, and this, as 
ium been seen, ended in a treaty of alliance, 
the basis of a sixth coalition against France. 
Hautric, Glogau, Stettin, and other Pruasiau 
ibrti*essc8 were in the hands of the French. 
Dautaic was soon blockaded by the Russians. 
They advanced from the ^''istula to the 
Oder, strengthened on their niai'ch by the 
Prassian general Bulow. Prussia was at this 
time in a flame. Tlie poet Corner's Song 
of the Sword ” w'aked a degree of loyal 
enthusiasm in the bosoms of the youth of 
Prussia, not less ardent tbiui the Jacobinical 
frenzy which had been kindled by the 
“ Jlarseiilaise Hymn'' in France. While 
these clouds, big with iiupeuding ruin, weio 
gathering over the fortunes of Buonaparte, he 
affected to remain undismayed, and spoke of 
leading to victory an army double the num¬ 
ber of that which had met its fate in llussia, 

I and, at the same time, of maiutai.uiTjg 
300/100 men in Spain; while it was proutUy ^ 
intimated, that if any one desired the price 
at which he would grant peace, it might be 
found in the dnke of Bassano's letter to lord 
Ciistlereagli, before 1812. - 

With this raind gdauce at the state of 
Jilarope at the end of tlie ycai’ 1812 and the 
beginning of 1813, we shall close this voliimc. i 
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